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Ly

You have make foot steps all around you, also in Norway. | was
blessed with you as my father in law for nearly 30 years | | talked
english and norwegian to you,and you talked back in tamii . And you
smiled. You smiled often,and | love you for that ! You had a BIG WARM
hart full of love for all your family! You always thanked of and about
everybody's best, You gave a lot of and from your self. | remember
when you was in Bergen several years ago, when | came home from
work,you and mother in law stood at the kitchen and make food for me
when | came home from work, tired. All your love and effort | Im
locking forward to meet you again one day dear father in law, and
together we will praise the Lord who gave His life for us, The Living
God. Thank you for given life to Yogan,my dear husbond, your oldest
son ! Im blessed !

Miss you,and love you !
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My STSHBT

“In the end, i’s not the years in your life that count. It’s the
life in your years.”

On the afternoon of March 6. 2016, my grandfather, my
Thatha, Kathiravelu Ramanathan passed away. My last
moment with my Thatha was at four in the morning where 1
was concerned and curious why he was sitting on his
armchair this early in the morning. [ spent the rest of the day
work and before | came home I knew it had happened.

I have countless memories of my Thatha. But the memories
of my Thatha these past few years are definitely the
memories 1 will cherish the most. My thatha suffered from
memory loss or lack of a better term, dementia. He
recognized who 1 was and my entire family but he always
seemed emotionless. Every day, I would try to get some
emotion out of him asking him questions like what are you
doing or what are you thinking about? He always gave me
little to no response, every time I asked him. But each time
I ask him | always had hope that one day he would answer
like he would if he didn’t have this condition.

The memories of my Thatha from when I was yvounger were
just as good but | wish I cherished those moments with my
Thatha at the time as I do now. From the days he would walk
me home from school all the way back from when I was in
kindergarten, to the moment when we moved into our new
home and he immediately started a garden. Although, the
garden was unsuccessful for the first few years his
determination to keep trying after every winter was
phenomenal. One year he was able to successfully grow
tomatoes and | remember as a kid being mesmerized at how
he accomplished this.
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My Thatha tried to the best of his ability when 1 was kid to
teach the way of growing up in Sri Lanka, back at his home.
He definitely did, through my growing knowledge and
ability to specak Tamil, to eating extremely spicy curry. | will
always thank him for that.

At last, my Thatha was everything to me. He was the reason
why I always looked forward to coming home as I grew
older. He shaped me to be the man I am today and he will
continue to for the rest of my life.

[’ know my Thatha; I know he would want me to cherish these
memories. Finally, T know my Thatha will always have a
place in my heart. My Thatha and 1 will always be connected.
I love you.

Prakas Pararajalingam

— @ PO——
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My 1TSS

My grandfather was a man of very few words. Although
there may not have been much conversation. he was a simple
man and even in his simplicity he showed me the world that
I'm living in today. For the first time cver, I've had to envi-
sion a life without him. However, I want him to know that his
presence itself has played such a huge role in my life. He was
a man of great knowledge and greater love. Thank vou for
being part of my life.

My Grandpa was a humble man; he never liked to be the
center of attention. In life and now in death, he wouldn't want
us to focus on him. He wouldn't want us to focus on the
sadness of his death, but instead focus on the happiness in
our lives. He would want us to appreciate each other and our
future.

Thank you, grandpa, for all you did for me over the years and
everything you were.

Grandpa, I will always miss you. Your guidance and love
will carry me through to the end of my days. I love you

Grandpa. until we meet again.

Prasath Pararajalingam
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In Loving Memory Of My &1d&b&T

“If the people we love are stolen from us, the way to have
them live on is to never stop loving them.” James O’Barr

On the afternoon of March 6th, 2016, my grandfather, a man
who was always there for others, had recently passed. He
was 84 years of age who had the privilege of having
experienced what life has to offer for us. With each chapter
he explored something new about himself and today we see
him as a blessed man whom has one of the purest hearts.
Once you begin to write a piece like this, you have to wind
back the clock and you recognize how precious each
memory 15, We could never have realized that we were
making memories at that time. When I began to write this, |
wondered what [ would even write about. I thought about it,
and all T could remember were the times when my grandfa-
ther made me put one of the biggest grins on my face. My
grandfather was a great man. When 1 think about him, the
words that come to mind are: hard worker, caring, humorous,
faithful, respectful and so much more. These are just a few
words that come to mind, but it is impossible to summarize
how extraordinary of a person he was in words.

[ remembered how everyday after | came home from school,
[ would see him knocking on my door peeking his head out
and asking me if [ was okay. He always made some sort of an
effort towards interacting with me. Whenever 1 would feel
down, just seeing him be joyful would always have made my
day. He is an amazing man who became a terrific father and
became an even better grandfather. My Thatha had become a
person who was dedicated to his family and had always put
others before himself. When 1 was in grade 2, he was
generous enough to spend his time on waiting for Prakas and
I at the front entrance of my school just to pick us up. Some
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days I guess you could say | was being an annoying 7 year
old. but to him he didn't mind. [ am going to miss my
grandfather; his mind was so full of wisdom and love that
words couldn't even begin to explain.

Being able to live with him since the day | was born has been
a true honor. We had dealt with a couple of bumps during our
Journey but I knew | would be okay with him around. He
loved to walk and he probably was the most active one
comparison to our whole family. Even though the ages
between us were several years apart, it didn't stop us to have
a connection that was cherished between us. Albert Einstein
once said, “Our death is not an end if we can live on in our
children and the younger generation. For they are us, our
bodies are only wilted leaves on the tree of life.” | believe
what he left will be continued on to us and when he looks
down on us that he would know he left us in the right
direction. He lived a long and happy life. Sadly this has been
the end of his story but our family members can help
continue it. Even though he had passed away he will always
be in our hearts and he will never be forgotten. My
grandfather was a great friend to me. T respected him greatly
and treasured all the times we spent together. He will be
missed greatly by my family and I. We love him very much
and may he Rest In Peace.

Wisenavi Jeyacumar
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