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THE PAUL ATHANI KNEW

It was sad to hear the demise of paul Athan. He has had a very special
place in our family circles as a model of perfection, a man of high integrity, a man
of few words and a person who led an examplary life.

As the first term school vacations approach, way back in the fifties I
used to be thrilled with the mere thought of giong to the North where we stay
a full month or so in Vathiry. The hospitality with which we were welcomed at
our relatives places still lingers in my mind. Wherever we may go we return to
paul Athan's house for the night. He along with his younger brother Niles
Athan and his mother would attend to all our needs, during the entire month's
stay.

In the late fifties I had the rare privilege of staying with him along with
my beloved elder brother while sehooling at St.Benedict's College Kotahena.
This being a very crucial period of our lives, we were shown the correct path by
him. He set a very high standard in his life style. A strict disciplinarian, paul
Athan would guide us in soft way. Punctuality and a high sense of devotion to
his duties were something that any one could emulate from him. Though dressed
in immaculate white national dress he possesed a very sound knowledge in
English and was reasonably good at Sinhala too.

He was a devoted Christian. Not only he had a sound knowledge of the
scriptures but he also practised his religion to the word. He led his family in the
true Christian way and showed the true path to many of his followers. Not a
Sunday passed without his presence in the church, with his family. He followed
it up with attending meetings to uplift the spiritual needs of his parishioners.

He was a teacher par Excellence. Never would have been a day when he
was late to school. He would have utilized the minimum days of his alloted days
of leave, that too when he very badly needed them. His sense of duty would
have been a shining exampl to his colleagues. He served at C/Cathedral Col-
lege, Kotahena for most part of his teaching career before he was appointed as
a Principal in the North. He retired from services in 1982 after 40 years of fruitful
service, as a teacher.

He was an untiring sportsman. He excelled in the fields of Volleyball and
Table Tennis. While at Kotahena he was a member of a local community centre
and would very often visit there to play a game of Table Tennis. He became the
Champion on many occasions beating many fancied opponents much younger
than him who came from affluent backgrounds, I remember him accompanying
me in a game of Cricket whenever we went to Vathiri to spend our holidays. His
first love was Volleyball and he represented his club "Bombers" in the local
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tournaments in the Vadamarachchi areas. He was humble in victory and took up
defeat in good sports.

He was thus a complete individual. A devoted husband to his wife, a
much loved father to his two children, an outstanding teacher, a keen sports-
man, a leader to his relatives and to sum it all "A true Christian". He was sent by
God Almighty to fulfil a mission and I'm sure he did his best to achieve it.

May his soul rest in eternal peace.

Godfrey Pushparajah.
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