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Historical background of Jesus

Jesus was born in Palestine which includes Bethlehem, Nazareth
and Jerusalem. Jordan river flows from North to South in Palestine, Jerusalem
was called as God’s city; Important events in Jesus’ life took place here. As
prophet Micah quoted in 5 :2, Jesus was born in Bethlehem.

The sea of Galilee was important in the New Testament as the call of
first disciples, sermon on the mount, miraculous catch of fish are mentioned
there. In the time of Jesus, the Jewish family was patriarchal and hospitality
was mainly focused. The Jews considered their law as theocracy. Yahweh
was their God.

As the Jews were under the Romans, they expected a political
Messiah, so Jesus faced much opposition, when he preached the Gospel.

A lot of income was from the land, but most of the wealth was in the
hands of the land Lords. Trade was the main source of income.

Jesus lived under these situations and died, as he rejected the ideas

of people which were against the kingdom values.
Rev. Bro.R.G. Vigintus
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The Llfe, Death and Resurrccuon ol' Jcsus

.. =Some ThCOI(W’lC{II Views-

The life, death and resurrection of Jesus are very much interrelated
and the understanding of one helps us to understand the other. Although
 chronologically life and death of Jesus preceds his resurrection. Theologically
the vice versa is true. It is through the experience of resurrection that the first
believers understand the life and the death of Jesus. To have a balanced
Christological perspective we should understand the significance of each
one in relation to the other. Emphasising one reality at the expense of the
other will not do justice to the revelation that took place in the person of

Jesus Christ.
Rev. Fr. M.V.E. Ravichandran

‘When Jesus Celebrated the l"assover' |

Holy week is an important event for Christians as they celebrate the
Paschal event of Christ. But did Jesus celebrate the Paschal feast of the
Jews. According to the synoptic gospels, it is clear that Jesus celebrated the
feast of the Jews. But in John Gospel Jesus was crucified on the previous
day of the feast. Any-how all the events before his death might have happened
before Friday 3.00 p.m, for all the Gospels agree on this point. Then how
could Jesus have celebrated the feast?

Besides tradition, Mrs. Jabar states that there were two calendars in
Jesus’ time. In the Jewish calendars the feast falls on 15"0f Nisam, but in
esanaor’s calendar it came on Tuesday before nisam 15. Thus Jesus might
have celebrated the paschal on Tuesday and on that night arrested,
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imprisoned and Annas might have met him during that time. On Wednesday
he was brought to the Sanhedrin for they assemble in the morning not in the
night. On the other hand, laws éay they need 24 hours to sentence one to
death. Therefore the next day Jesus was brought to Sanhedrin again, then to
Pilate, Harrod, Pilate respectively. It was an Friday 3.00 p.m, Jesus was
crucified & died. Thereby Jesus celebrated the paschal, according to esanion
calendar and sacrificed himself as a lamb for all people on Friday when the
Jews kill lamb for their feast.

Mr. EM. Jeyaseelan

Death delivers deﬁth

Death gives life. Death is not a failure. It is a change of state. It is
looked upon as a curse by many. The Tamils of North and East of Sri Lanka
are experiencing the death as negative. The abductions killings, kidnappings,
etc are the day—to-day life experience. The disappearance of Rev Fr. Nihal
Jimbrown which took place on the 20" of August 2006 at Alaipiddy Sri
Lankan Naval Junction, is a shocking and a threatening experience for the
many active priests. Many tried to get back from their position of voicing
against violence and the human right violations. But fortunately some have
started to reflect and meditate upon the death of Jesus Christ, who is the
Master and the Guide of change.

Jesus looked upon death as the necessary means for this redemptive
mission. He faced the death with clear vision. Death could not give any
bondages. He delivered the bondages of death. And he asks us to do the

same. Let us face death to deliver the deaths of the innocents.
Rev. Fr. S. Leo Armstrong.
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Social Divisions During Jesus’s Period

Jesus Christ chose His life in the Socio — Cultural background of "
Palestine. He accomplished His Mission in this particular context. As such,
to control and stalrlize this socio — cultural structure, there were the Pharisees
the Sadducees, the teachers of the Law and the Scribes. ‘

The Pharisees upheld strongly the laws, condemned celebrations
and gave priority to the observation of fasts and reli gious purificaticns. They
believed they were close to God by observing the Laws meticulously.

The Sadducees, thcugh they were numerically less, they were more
influential. They owned vast lands and properties and wealth gave them a
status. They had no faith in the resurrection.

The Pharisees and the Sadducees posed a great challenge to the
Mission of Jesus. Besides possessing a knowledge of the law, they taught it
to the people. Afraid their contemporary social divisions, they exerted
immense power over the poor, the widows, the oppressed and the sinners.
However, these were the principal targets in the Mission of Jesus.

. Moreover, the prostitutes, the tax collectors the thiefs shepherds,
money — lenders, etc, were considered as sinners. Kings, Elders, members
of the Sanethrien, Priests and Levites were the upper class, farmers, labourers
and slaves were labelled as the lower class.

Therefore, Jesus was fully aware of these social barriers and
structures and His noble life and teaching were directed against these evils.
He raised his voice relentlessly against these acts of injustice. He associated

with the marginalized and the oppressed, and taught them the kingdom values.
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Even against the contemporary homrifying evils in our society, the life
and teaching of Jesus is a call, a challenge. Do we raise our voice against
social injustice and its evil structures?

Mr.& Mrs. Keneth.

Kingdom of God is for the Poor

“Blessed are the poor...they will inherit the kingdom of God”
(Mt. 5:1-3) In this article the writer is typing to define “the poor™. Are they
the economically poor or the poor in spirit? And in what sense it gives message
to us with our struggle.

First he leads us to understand the preaching of J esus and the ..
Kingdom of God; then the Poor in the Biblical understanding; Kingdom of ~
God and the poor; the rich in the Biblical understanding; will the rich inherit
the Kingdom of God and finally how will the rich enter the Kingdom of ©
God?

Thus, he shows how to bring the Kingdom of God among us. It is -
only through love and sharing. Though the literal meaning of the poor and the ol
rich may mislead us, we all should become poor in spirit. It’s like, having E
some concern over our neighbour, marginalized, poor and the sick. Let

everyone run parallel towards the Kingdom of God.
Rev. Bro. E.Edwinathan
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