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Grandpa

From posting annual birthday cards to us
from 5,500 miles away to leaving on his bike first thing
in the morning when we visited for fresh bread, we are
so grateful to have fond memories of our late
Grandfather. His relentless determination and altruistic
nature have helped shape who we both are and who we
will continue to be. Despite the distance, we always felt
inspired by his work and learned the importance of
family, health, religion and hard work to achieve things
that may seem impossible. We are so proud to call
ourselves his grandchildren and hope we can make him

proud while he rests in peace.

Kirthana and Kirshun
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Son-in-law, Kandy
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Our Role Model

He was a very smart man

Yet lived with no basic living

He lost his parents before the age of five

But still went to school back then

Inalifestyle much different and not as easy as now
He worked arduousty with his time

But education wasn’t free

So he went to his friends for books and still worked happily
He dreamed about doing higher studies in india

But financial issues obstructed the path

However money and people did’t decide anything for him
And he chose the right path that he could do

He became a teacher for maths, English and Science
He looked after people, Who stuggled for education
And improved the village, supporting everyone

Our grandad our role model, succeeded in his days
Even through the worst

What we are writing now

Appappa you would love to read

With out your presence

My hands shake as [type

But as you went without pain

And cherished your life

Let’s cherish ours.

Kani And Reshmi
(Grand Daughter)
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Grandpa

One phenomenal soul

Who has helped conquer goals
Asawhale

Has left us all

His unfortunate fall

With his infectious gmile

And stunning style,

So versatile,

The animals you’ve shown,
Made me mind - blown,

The fun we’ve had

With your love for my dad, &g‘

Such a glorious man ool
Who never let us down, "‘a{?
All around, _ Mfg %

Will be crowned 3

The greatest ever found.

By, Theekshi Gajendran
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Grandpa

Strong. That is the word that I would use to
describe my Appapa. Strong in his values, his principles and
strong all around. Whether it is riding his bike around to the
local bakery every morning each time we visit to get the
coco buns I adore, or his active involvement in his
surrounding community - he always gave his all.

Growing up (and honestly still), Appapa was
someone the I looked up to. He was set in his ways, always
doing whatever he felt was right, and that was something
that I admired. As a small child, he would read with my
books with me and read his books to me, something that I
cherish looking back. The value he placed on education is
something that I will carry forward with me.

One other thing I shared with him was chess.
The game of tactics. Something I honestly sucked at, despite
my multiple attempts. But Appapa was somewhat of a
master, even though it seemed like he wasn't even trying.
Despite the constant losing, it was something I look back
with fondness as he never devalued me, or made me feel like
a loser. It was something we did with a lot of laughing, and I

guess a lot of pouting on my part.
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One of my most distinct memories of Appapa
was during my coming of age ceremony that we held in
Jafina. That was one of the times that I saw him bursting
with joy at the responsibility of hosting the function. One the
day of the ceremony, I saw him bouncing off the walls with
excitement, as he ran around constantly helping others -
making sure people were fed, content and happy. The pride
he felt during that ceremony was somewhat infectious, as he
posed with me in nearly every photo, smiling from ear to ear.

Appapa was and will always be one of the
greatest people I know. Someone who will always be a hero
in my eyes. He always did what he believed in, what he
thought was right. Even though he has passed, I choose to
believe that his contributions to his family and the
community will continue to grow and make this world a
little bit better.

J.Abinaya
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