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Editorial

It is sad to note the fact that the present generation
of students do not cultivate the reading habit as was done
by the older generation of students. Their reading is
Strictly confined to pass their school éxaminations. ‘this
has resulted in producing young men with a little learning
which will, in no way, help them to lead their fellow
human beings in the proper manner. Reading alone, even
in the absence of academic qualifications, could develop
2 man and make him to be a learned one who would certainly
be able to prove himself to be possessing the required
qualities of leadership. 5

There is no greater wealth on earth than knowledge.
The persuit of such wealth involves no hard labour. It is
within the reach of each and everybody. A taste for read-
ing is an inexhaustible source of pleasure which adds to
our happiness in prosperity and consoleS'us:hladversity,
‘‘Reading maketh a full man’’ says the famous FEnglish
writer, Francis Bacon. In our daily life we come into
contact with average men like ourselves, who may be good
friends and helpful to us in solving our day to day problems ,
of life. But they may be lacking in the necessary know-
ledge to inspire us to high thoughts and satisfy our intel-
lectmal thirst, Books bring us into contact with the
greatest intellectuals in diverse fields that the world
has ever produced since the art of printing was invented.

The present generation of students are in a mighty
hurry. They rely more on notes produced by the tutors
than on themselves to acquire knowledge in their own
field. As such when they leave school and get into the
outer world they find themselves as fish out of water
and are unable to face life with its varied problems.
It is high time that the present generation of students
cultivated the habit of reading. They should be avoid
readers on many fields. Their reading should not be
examination oriented but the quest for knowledge should
be in general. By cultivating the habit of reading, they
will be able to widen their area of knowledge in many
fields and thereby will be able to become good citizens.

¢ ¢ RNOWLEDGE IS POWER ®® 0

;’ - 41



Palmyrah tree

Trees serve mankind in many
ways as food, medicine furniture
and firewood etc In this way
palmyrah trees also help us in
many ways.

Palmyrah is the national wealth
of the Tamil people. It is seen
densely in the northern province
and sparesly in the eastern pro-
vince. It can withstand drought.
Each and every part of the tree
is being used.

Leaves of this tree
used to knit mats,
and kandicraft
of the

can be
baskets, hats
items. The stems
leaves are also used for

Peaéock

N. SANTHOS
Year 6 E

fencing. From this tree’s flowers
toddy and karuppani can be tapped.
Jaggery, palmyrah candy, sweets
and drinks are manufactured from
the karuppani.

Juice is extracted from ripe
fruits. This juice is used in making
toffees and sweet things. .Floor
extracted from tupers which 'con-
tain high nutrients is used in food

preparation. The trunk of the tree
1s used as pillars and rafters in
construction. The waste parts of

the tree is used as firewood.

“Let’s grow palmyrah
and serve our society.” [0

Peacock is the national bird
of India. Peacocks are found only
in the eastern countries. The
female bird is called the Peahen.
Dauriug the rainy season Peacocks
are very happy. They dance when
they see the rain-clouds, spread-
ing their beautiful long feathers.

A, ILAMARAN
Year 6 E

They can fly but not too high.
Snakes are their enemies and they
kill them. Peacocks are very
proud. We can find them in
jungles and in Hindu temples.
Peacock serve as the vehicle to
the God Murugan. O
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My expejrixehc,e‘ on my trip to Japan

I was awarded a trip to Japan
by the Education Ministry of Sri
Lanka for my success as the
second best student in the _year
five scholarship examination.

In all there were eight students,
four boys and four girls, chosen
to go on this trip. '

We left the Colombo Inter.
national Airport on the 24th of
July 1993 by the Airlanka flight,
All of us were dressed alike, the
boys in pink shirts and black
trousers and the girls in pink
blouses and black skirts.

Our journey was exciting and
we enjoyed our flight. As

we
arrived at the Fukuoka Airport,
we were taken to the Marine

House which was like a guest

house. We were there for three
days.

On 28th July 1993 I was taken
by my host family Mr. Wethanabi
and his son Kathumasa. The rest
of the students too were taken
by other host families.

S: MoHANAJEEV
Year 6 B

I enjoyed my stay with the
Wethanabi family. 1 was given
a comfortable room with full of

‘toys. They looked after me well

In the morning I had bread,
batter, Jam and egg. Afrer the
breakfast I was given a cup of
milk, Whenever I felt thirsty 1
was given fruit juice. For the
lanch I had freid rice and chicken
curry. They had noodles with
half boiled vegetables with pork
and chicken cutry. They use chop.
sticks to eat’

Students from 45 countrieg
were awarded this trip to Japan
on the 3rd of August 1993. All

‘the 45 countries participated in a

Cultural Show which was held at
the Space Ball grounds.

They took me to see many
places of interests, beautifnl parks
zoo and Fukuoka city museum.
I also had a ride in the electric

train. 1 stayed with my host
family for eight days enjoying
their food and cultare. We left

Japan on the 5th of Auvgust to
Sri Lanka. My trip to ]apap is
indeed a memeorable one. ]
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How Mohan learnt a good lesson

When Mohan was a young

bey, he used to bally small child-
ren and teased old men and old
women. So the villagers were
angry with him. They often com-
plained to his parents they were
worried about his behaviour, Some-
times they punished him severely.
He did not go to scheol regular-
ly. In scheool also he did his
cruel acts. There also he got a
lot of punishments, But he did
not give up his cruel acts. So
all the people who knew about
his behaviour hated him.

One day he wanted to go to
his gradfather’s house- The short-
€st way was to cross the paddy
fields.
paddy fields. When he was going
through the paddy fields, he saw

a big and strong bull. It was
grazing near the tank It had
long and sharp horns. When he

went near by, it stopped grazing
and gazed at him. So he got
angry and wanted to do soms-
thing to it. He picked up some
pieces of solid sand and threw at
it. It got angry and became
restless, It tried to come towards
him, but it was tied with a strong

So he walked across the

V. THUSYANTHAN
Year 7 D

rope. It raised it’s tail and pulled
the rope with a great force. It
ran round and round. It dug the
sand with it’s front legs and
horns. It made a terrible noise,
Mohan enjoyed it’s acts very
much. 5

While he was enjoying, the
rope snapped. The bull rushed
towards him. He realized that
he was in danger. So he began
to ran as fast as he could. All
of a sudden his foot hit a large
stone and he lost his balance and
tell on the ground. The angry
bull had reached him and lifted
him with it's horns before he got
up. He was thrown few yards
away. He had a big blow on his
back. The bull followed him again.

But the farmers who had seen
this incident rushed to the spot
and freed him from the angry
bull,

He started to groan because
the pain was so great. There
were a lot of scratches on his
body. The blood was oozing from
them. Then he was taken to the
hospital. There he spent three

sleepless nights. He never realized
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the sufferings of other people when.
he was cruel to them. At last
he was the victim for his cruel
acts. He suffered a lot and felt

Our Market

sorry for his cruel acts From that
day onwards he gave up his cruel
acts becaue he had learnt a good
lesson. Now he isa good boy. [

v

Market is a place, where all
kinds of things are bought and
sold by people. They are bought
to the market from various places

for sale. People come to the
market from several places, to
buy things. People can bargain

and buy things in the market.

There are some famous mar-
kets in Jaffna District. Our mar-
ket is also one of them Our
market is at Chavakachcheri, near
the bus-stand. So it is easy for
the people to transport things to
sell and buy  Railway station,
schools, temples, court, post-office,
Divisioal secretariat, hospital are
situated near the market.

is about three
acres in area. There are many
buildings in the markets. The
super maket buildings
boandry beside Kandy road.
contains various shops such

Ounr market

It
as

@ -

is at the

S. SENTHURAN
Year 7 D

textiles, fancy goods, sandry goods,
alaminium and silver things and
gold ormaments etc. The super
market is two storeyed building.
People can find out the market
easily as it is near the Kandy
road. ‘

The market is busy on three
days a week. Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday are market days,
On these days the people come
from different places to buy and
sell. The village shop owners
come to our market to buy things
for their shops. In the early morn-
ing on market days people gather
in the market to do their busi-
ness.

There are several sections in
the market. There are vegetable
section, fruit section, coconut see-
tion, fish and meat stalls and
groceries. We can buy anything
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“whatever we want in our market.
We can buy things in whole or
retail at reasonable prices. Most

‘The story of the Fire

of the people of Jaffna like to
buy things in our market [ am
proud of our market. =

The ancient people were fright-
ened of the fire. They had seen
the fire started in a spartk and
burnt the forest. So they had
Been going from forest to forest,
One day a man bravely passed
through a forest that hed been
burnt. There he saw an animal
which was burnt. He ate a piece
of meat from the animal. It
tasted very well for him because
he had been eating meat raw
unil that day. From that day he

S. PIRANAVAN
: Year 8 B

The fire became a friend to
The man used the. fire in
Nowadays the Seien-

man.
many ways.
tists have discovered how to wuse
it in many ways. We know that
heat is the study of

Science. Fire can produce heat
and light. Sometimes the fire is

algo the enemy of man. You
would have sheard about the des-
truction coused by fire and fire

a part in

knew how to use the fire in ,..idents. An old proverb eays
cooking food, He couldn’t get . = e
fire from nature. So he used the that “fire Is 2 good servant, but
flints to make fire. a bad master . i
“The life of a Scientist
’ - K. SANJEEV
Year 8 E
Many inventions have been inventions were not made in a
made in the world. The inven- day or two. But by a long and
tions. previde comforts and happi- tedious process for a number of

ness for the mankind, and these

(¥

years.
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Thomas Alva Edison was one

of the eminent Scientists. He
was born in 1847 in the U.S. A,
He received his education for
only seven months. He was dull
at Mathematics However, his

mother taught him extensive read-
ing. At the age of twelve he
- became a news vendor of trains,
-and became interested in Science.
He did some experiments, with
chemicals and battery, in a labo-
ratory set up in the train. His
equipment caused a small fire,
and a brakeman lifted him in a
moving train by his head. And
as a result he became deaf.

He had a very good memory,
He quickly mastered MORSE
CODE. He made improvements

in telegraphic equipment. His first
invention was an ‘Electrographic
voice recorder’. Thereafter he
opened his first workshop and

"An awful night

laboratery. He had a number of
assistants to help him.

He was mot a pure Scientist,
but a trial-and-error experimen-
talist. He had the ability to
seiect the best part of others’ work

and ce-ordinate them into some-
thing practical.

He invented the PHONO-
GRAPH a practical incandescent
amp, light sockets, switches, fuses
and wiring systems. He also con-
tributed for the invention of auto-
matic telegraph, and the electric
locomotive, the film machine and
Portland cement. His contribution

to the electrical age was very
important.

We cannot easily forget the
Scientists who had helped us to
enjoy the fruits of their inven-
tions. Though Edison is no more
he’ll be remembered for ever by
the people. 3

One day, the night was very
rainy and we ate early about
7 O'clock. It was, too cold and
out dog began to shiver, outside.
We didn’t bother about it, and

~we went to bed.

K. SKANDARAJ
Year 9 I»

It began to rain
furiously and the thunder storms
and the lightnings frightened us,
I took my blanket and my two
pillows and had a nice sleep.

@
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~ In the mid-night I heard some

eratching at the front door. 'l was

afraid and my heart began to beat
fast. I thought it was some theives.

I wake-up our servant to look
what the noise was, Then I also
got up and went with her. By

then we heard a cratch at our
" back door! And our servant also
afraid. She wakeup my sister and
without a lamp, three of us went
near the windew. We didn’t see
Then we heared a
scratch at our kitchen door! We
were most afraid of this, and we
checked the deors and went to

our reoms, and began

anything,

to sleep
But 1 was still afraid of

the noise.

again.

Our garage didn’t have a door
So rugs were made to form a
door, and behind this door of rugs
‘were some old thing.

Little later, a big crash was
heard by all. All of us jumped
up to our feet, and looked at each
other in dismay. 1 was too afraid
by this unknown noise. Every-
one’s heart started beating fastly.
With some courage we all went
near the window again to see
what had happened. Our garage
which had a door of rugs was

sleep in peace.

‘seen fallen in the ground. My

mind said to me that there were
some theives inside the garage,
When I told this, all became

afraid.  Silently we went and sat

in Athe bed. All look at each
other and couldn’t come to a
conclution. The whole night we

were terribly upset, and not a wink
of sleep we had.

.

In the early morning with
some courage we opened the door
slowly and my sister peeped into
We were with frighten

My
to see

the garage. .
faces and beating hearts.
sister broke a laugh and

our pet,dog was having a sound
Then we were
able to realize what had hap-
pened We felt shy of ourselves.
Our dog had felt so cold that
night and it had wanted to sleep
inside. For that it had scratched
the doors to open. But we didn’t
open. So it had tried to get in-
to the garage. The
knocked down by the dog
that made the crashing sound.

were
and

rugs

Even now when I think of
that awful night I am terribly
nervous, =
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The conditions of the roads in Jaffna

Roads have
over the werld

been built all
for better trans-
port and travel. Even the Romans
had realised this hundreds of
years ago, and built fine straight
roads to move their troops from
one place to another.

In cur war torn Jaffna, the
conditions of roads are rather
deplorable. The conditions of the
roads are quite clear to any one
who takes a ride along them.

Most of the roads are in a

state of disrepair. The rubbles,

fits and trenches gnake the road
impassable for vehicles. Many
roads are gquite narrow and are

not properly tarred. The narrow
roads pese a lot of problems to
the pedestrians as well as for the
motorists. There is hardly suffi-

cient space for the vehicles to

overtake and move up and down.

The

vehicles have to over take other

conditions are worse when

vehicles. The drivers ofien have
to swerve their vehicles this side
or that side to avoid the pits

and these sudden movements may
lead to collisions.
@

J. JEvamMaTHAN
Year 9 C

This problem becomes serious
and fatal when there is traffic
congestion or traffic james: I
have personal experience of many
accidents occuring on the roads
due to these ugly conditions of
the roads. These roads are un-
questionably fateful for human be-
ings to travel.

The edges " of the roads are

eaten away due to the heavy rains

and floods

and

The
the potholes

brok en edges

on the roads,
hamper the smooth fllow‘ing of the
traffic on the roads. These con-
ditions cause extensive damage to
They make the task of
difficult,

The eonditions of

vehicles.
driving more dangereous
and tiresomeé.
these

setting deteriorated by

roads  are  increasingly

the heavy
rains during the rainly seasen, and
floeds

good portion of the roads.

damage of wash away a

There are many culverts in a
These cul-
a pesitive threat to the

dilapidated conditien.
verts are
human beings who travel.
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Another draw back is that the

roads are not lit at night. This
condition may give robbers and
thieves an advantageous position
to hide and rob people at night.

I pray that soon these con-
ditions would be restored and look
forward to the day, when we would
be able to feel that travelling on
the road is a pleasure. O

Relief work for Refugees

the

have been

During
there
by armed forces in different parts

last three years
several attacks
of the Nortbern Province. Thous.
ands of people have been killed
and the rest have been compell-
They
have lost their belongings. They
have lost their employment too.

ed te move to safe areas.

The latest attack was in the
Mathagal, Alaveddy and Panda-
terruppu areas. The army has
iife

caused great destruction to

and property in these areas and
has occupied. Some of these areas
and the people of the neighbour.
ing villages have sought refuge in
safer areas.

Most of the refugees are mow
homeless and are in schools, tem-

P. JEYANTHAN
Year 10 E

«

ples and churches. Some are in
temporary sheds and refugee camps.
Some who could neot find accom-
modation in any - of these places
are roaming the streets and find-
They

are exposed to the sun and rain,

ing shelter under the trees.

The Government Agent, Wel-
the Red Cross So-
ciety and leading citizens have

fare Societies,

organized reliet work to help these
They are collecting
funds, food, items, clothes and other
necessities

refugees.
to help these people.
Volunteers and students have also
come forward to help them.

It is the duty of every citi-
zen to help in the relief work of
the refugees. o

<
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Procrastination

Every one has some duty or
other perform at all times. Some
of these duties need to be done
occasionally. Others have to be
done routinely. Whatever it may
be, if a duty te be performed at
a particaular time, is put forward
to or put off till some future time,
it is “ Procrastination”.

Procrastination delays aetions
and therefore the result of such
actions will also be delayed. A
man inclined to procrastination
will find a lot of work accumu-
lating, and in the end be will not
be able to perform anything. The
habit of procrastination is bound
to cause losses and disappoint-
ments. This is the opposite of
punctuality. Punctuality is a wvir-
tue.

A panctual person plans his
work carefully and performs me-

Do You Know?

N. Ramanan

Year 10 A
thodically with happiness.  His
achievements are great. He finds

more leisure time and enjoys it
He does his duties at the right
right time. On the other hand,
a person inclined to procrastinate
his work, puts off his work till a
few days, few weeks, sometimes
months. As a resalt he is a loser
at the end. He is gloomy and
finds it hard to do his duties all

at once. Such persons are lazy
and have no -ambition in life.
They won’t prosper. ' If this is

not checked or given up in time,
it grows into a bad habit. In
essence procrastination is the thief
of time. By delaying work and
idling at a time when we ought
to work we lose or waste time.

Every one of us should there-
fore try and do our duties with-
sut procrastinating, O

1. Why foolscap paper is so
called ?

This name persists from olden
times. In those days paper of

S. THUWARAGAN
vear 10 A

folio size had a water mark of a
fool’s head with a cap and bells.
This was common from the thir-
teenth to the seventeenth century,
Of course, there is confusion with
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the Italian name for the paper
of » that size, fogliocapo which
mieans” folio-sized sheet.

2. How Canada got the name?

A Portuguese named Corteral
sailed up the St. Lawrence, hop-
ing to find that it would provide
a route to India His men were
very much disappointed and cried
~aloud ‘Canada’, which

language meant ‘nothing here’.

in their

~ The natives heard the expres-
that it came into
common use, and later, when other
Europeans arrived, they were greet -
ed with ‘“Canada”. The natives
imagined that by crying out this
words, the new comers would hear
it and depart as quickly as the

sion so often

3. When was Billiards Sarst
played ?

Billiards was first played as a
game in 1429 in France. Since
then ‘it was played in many places

~in Europe. Baut it was only in
1850 that it became a popular
game. The first Billiards Cham-

pionship match was held in 1870
at St. James Hall in London,
England.

4. How soap got its name?

Tae word seap is the English
equivalent of the French word
“saven”. It got its name from

- the seaport town of savona, near

Geona, in Italy, noted for its
early excellent manufacture of
this detersive article.

5. Why do women talk with
less effort?
Women's vocal chords are

shorter than those of the male.

Portugues; had dene.k In due They see hich pitched and o

T L dam SWeR td ihe af e ot s A

Conntiy dnd U BaS eder beel resili. weren tan falk. more

called “ Canada”. with less effors, ]
“Who is a Scout?” |

T. NIRAJ

Year 10 A

Lord Baden-Powell an Eng- school boys who are given a

lishman, was the Founder of
the Scouting movement. Boy
scouts are companies of Young

training in out door life and
are taught to be of service,k to
others.
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The aim of this movement is'

to make boys physically strong,
active and alert. The scouts are
trained to use their eyes well,
to keep their ears open and to
do many useful things for them-
selves and for others. A scout
smiles and whistles under all
difficulties.

Every scout must promiss
to obey and follow three simple
rules, the scout promise:

1. To do his duty to God
and his country.

o

To help others at ali

times.
3. To obey the scout law.

The most important thing
about a scout is his honour. A
scout’s honour is to be trusted.
A true scout is clean in thought,
cheerful and courteous.

Scouts learn many  useful
things so that when they grow
old they may be good and useful
citizens. A scout knows how to
t1eat an injured person. He can
cook his food, row a boat, swim
the river and walk long distances.
He lives much in open air- He
is st all times ready to be of
use to others. :

9

.~ Theideal of thé Boy scout-is

gservice to soeciety. If someonse
loses his way, the scout helps
him to find the right way. 1f
some one gets hurt, the scout
renders him first aid, and looks
after him till the doctor takes
charge of him. If a fire breaks
out, a scout helps to put out
the fire. When a scout sees some
ono drowning he rushes in, and
tries 'tojr save him even at the
risk of his own life. In case of

the theft or 'danger, a scout
rings up thke police at once.

Now a days scout training
has almost become a part of
school education. BEvery boy
must join the scout troop and
train himse!f to form good habits.
The scout movement has donse
much: good to young men all
over the world.

The scout movement has
done a great deal to promote
friendship and better under stand-
ing among the various mnations
of the wosld. A scout is a friend
to all and a brother to every
other scout no matter to what
country, class or creed the other
may belong. O
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My idea of the Good Teacher

It is strange that thers are
very few teachers who can be
classed under “Good Teschers”.
Many have become teachers ss a
last resort — having failed to
secure employment elsewhere.
Many others have taken to —
teaching as a first step to a
better job. The moment they
find one, they leave the school.
Both categories of teachers have
Bo heart in the job, and there-
fore they take very little interest
in their work, v

There are certainly a few
who have chosen this profession
because they really love teach-
ipg. Such teachers not only teach
the subjects given to them, but
‘they also mould the character of
their pupils by their example and
advice.

The good teacher does not
avail himself of the leave that
he is entitled to. He prefers to
attend to any private business
after school is over, or during
the week-ends, or during the long
holidays. He realises that when-

- discipline,

A P. VAKGHESHAN

Year 11 C
over he takes leave, it is the
students who suffer. He comes
a few minutes early to school.

and sees that everything is ready
for starting the work in his class.
He 1s himself ready with his
notes, and therefore does not
waste sny time thinking of what
to do next. Such a teacher rare-
ly has problems connected with
because the students
listen to him all the time.

He keeps the class active
and alert by making his lessons
as interesting as possible. He is
never hide and never descends to
vulgar abuse. The necessity to
use strong language does not
arise in classes, where the teacher
is always ready with the days
work. The good teacher treats
all his students with respect, and
naturally they too show him
great respect, He is fair to all
and is never guilty of favourit-
ism. Students who are lucky to
get such teachers, find their school
work a pieasure apnd will always
be grateful to them. O

.
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My journey to the Moox

S. JENALE

Year 10 B

I was in the Apolle space- going round the Moon. Then the
craft, which was going to the space-craft moved from that
Moon. 1 had never seen a space- Orbit and came to a nearer Orbit
craft like that before. [ was The space-craft went round the
very happy, bescause I could go to Moon. Then again the space-
the Moon in that space-craft om craft started approaching the
which there were two men One Moon. [ saw the Moon get-

of thenr had a familiar face. 1
thought a while. At last I re-
membered that he was Neil Arm-
gstrong, because I had seen bim
in pictures. Then I asked him
“are you Neil Armstrong?”’. He
said ‘‘yes I am’. Then he asked
me how I kpnew him. 1 said
that I had seen him in pictures
before

I saw many stars around
me, but they were so far away.
I turned over and looked behind.
1 saw the Earth. It was very
small like the Moon. 1 looked
in front too. I saw the Moon.
It was very large, because we
were about tifty thousand milles
away from the Moon.

Suddenly the  sqace-craft
turned right and started going
around the Moon to find a bet-
ter place on the Moon to land.
It was the near Orbit, which was

got

ting larger and larger. Then again
the space-craft started going
around the Moon. It was the
nearest and last Orbit we had
t0 go.

Then Neil Armstrong and I
into the Lunar-module to
reach the Moon. The other As-
tronaut was in the command
module. Then the Liunar-module
of the Apolio spaee-craft which
w8 got in started leaving the
command module and approched
the Moon. We landed after about
ten minuts.

We were ready to set out
from the Lunar-module and ex-
plore the lunar surface. Neil
armstrong set out first. When
he put his foot on the Moon,
he said “This is ome small step
for a man, but a giant leap for
the man kind”. Then I set out
from the lunar-moduls. :
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1 was very happy to see the
lunar surface. There were many
craters. Some of them were very

~ deep. ] saw something was shin-
ing at the foot of one crater.
I wanted to get that and I

started going down to the foot

“Sweet are the uses of adversity”’

of the carter to get that shining
thing- ] :
Suddenly I skidded and roll-
ed down. I screamed aloud,
My mother came and asked me
why I had screamed. Then [
knew that it was only a dream.
1 had also fallen from bed. O

- The above paradoxical maxim
of Shakespears seems to be true
with reference to the present
situation in Jaffna.
years ago, we lived peacefully.
We had electricity to manage
our work at home and outside.
We had buses and motor cars to
travel to any part of the penin-
sula. We could do prompt cor-
respondence within any pars of
the island and abroad.

Alas, what is the poeition
of our country now? ‘“ Man is
born free, but he is every-where
in chains” says RousSeu. So
are we in Jaffna We are de-
prived of electricity, transport
snd corresponcdence The cost of
livirg has soared very high which

Just three

G. KRISHNAKUMAR
Year 12 B

tells on the health of ordinary
men. People have gone panicky
and have rather become emo-
tionally disturbed.

Though we are deprived of
all our comforts, still we have
not lost our strength of mind
and intelligence which is sup-
posed to be the gift of God to
Jaffna Man. Some people baving no
courage to brave the difficult con-
ditione, have left Jaffna to live in
the metropolis and to go abroad-
The departure of these people
from Jaffna quite alarmed the
remaining people also. at the be-

ginning, not knowing how fo
face the situation. Yet we fared
through all the adverse condi-
tions.

“«
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When we were deprived of
_electricity, we lit kerosens oil
lamps. 1t is said “ Necessity is
the mother of inventions”. When
the price of kerosene oil rose
multifolded, some intelligent peo-
ble in our soil invented the eco-
romic Jam bottle lamps In the
long run this lamp had been
modified. Now we see kerosene

oil lamps beirg used for &treet
lights as well. We can’t forget
the davs. when people had to

use wocd ash as a substitute for
washing soap At the beginning
we found it difficult to draw water
from the wells. Now we have
learned to use ocur age old well-
sweeps.

Many people who became
unemployed due to power cus
have learned to do farming and
business. House-wives have learn-
ed to cook meals using econo-
mic hearths with minimum fire-
wood which is a very scarce item

The non-availability of fuel

for our vehicles is another blow
to us. Yet we have learned to
manage with cur bicyeles. Stu-
dents as well as working people
use bieyels as & mods of travel
irrespective of their age and sex.
Bicycles are also used to carry
fuel and firewood for sale
How do all the people adjust

rthemsehm to such & hard liv-

ing? Was it not adversity which
had taught them lesson to live,
forgetting all their comiorts?

It's no doubt that we find
it difficult to mapage the soaring
cost of items with our meagre
income. But we have learned
to manage with all that is avaii-
able in Jaffna. We are not
much worried absu‘ the medi-
cines and disinfectants. We have
sidha rdmmrﬁ instead. All
these pressures in another way
have made man physically and
mentaly strcag body.

The impact of the war on
the society demands analysis
from another angle. Many have
lost their bread winners geve-
ral have become orphans ILoss
of human lives and property is
s sad recurrent event of the day.
Many houses had been demolish-
ed. Hveuntually many people are
forced to live in crowded refugee
camps.

But the present situation has
also saved the society from de-
moralisation. Youngsters have no
,zme to idle or waste in immoral

activities Pornographic litera-
tures are not allowed to _be
circulated in the society. Inde-

cent video film shows are banned.
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Crimes and robberies have been
reduced to minimum. Dispute
among people ars amicably set-
tled by mutual understanding.
The bard earned money that has
been wasted to settle petty die-

putes in courts is now a saving .

for the peolpe. Use of Jiquor
has become a thing of the past.

The present situation has
also brought about a shift of em-
ptasis from worldly to spiritual
matters. Many have becomse
_ascetic and even rather stoic to
accept joy and sorrow alike, like
the great Greek philosopher Soc-

Drugs Abuse

rates, Prayers and services are
conducted in chappals and chuar-
ches. Poojas are regulary conect-
ed in temples. So many people
lead religious lives to find a way
out of the present situation.

It is ture that we would
have been better off if all these
misfortunes of war had not be-
falien but we have been nurtured
to face any kinds of challenge.
We have grown strong mentally
and physieally. We would not
have got this strength, if not
for the adversity which has ult-
imately proved that it is all a
blessings in disguise.

What are drugs? What are

their functions in the human
body ?
Drugs are chemical subs-

tances that affect the functions
of living things. Normally drugs
are used in treating, preventing
and diagnosing diseases. Pnaar-
maulogy is the term applied
to the science that deals with
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all aspects of drug action. But
tcday the synthesis of various
kinds of drugs has led to the
menufacture of potentiaily dan-
gerous chemicals that cause
serious, sometimes fatal poisoning
if used indiscretely.

In the popular sense, the
term ‘drug’ mainly refers to suns-
tances that affect psychological




or behavioral functions. Their
continuous use can lead to addic-
tion or dependenze. I would like
to discuss here, about drugs
that produce psychedelic effects.

Although drugs
ficial effects biologically, drug
abuse too has been developed.
Widespread abuse of drugs has
resulted in an inecrease of drug
toxicity. Hspecially, increased
consumpticn of psycho active
drugs and nureotics have resulted
in a “drug cult” or “drug
culture ”,

There are drugs that affect
or alter mented or psychological
functions. These are known as
hallucinogens or psychedlie drugs.
Drugs like Lysergic acid diethy-
lamide (L. S. P) and canabis can
produce the effects mentioned
above.

Man has been using various
phychotropic drugs, such as sleo-
hol, cannabis, opium to over-
come worry and strain to relief
pain to alter their mood; 1o
produce slesp; to enhance the
appriciation of the world and to
intoxicate a weary mind Alco-
hol has been extensiveiy used by
men and women to intoxicate a
weary mind or to create appe-
tite.  Alcohol has been used by

have bene-

muny cultures and has been wor-
shipped as God by many, There
are various outher drugs such as

morphine, heroin, marijuana, has.
hish and ghanja that affect our

phyeio logical systems.

The twin problems of alcohol
and drug abuse have reached
such enormous dimensions, that
they have been given the high-
est priority in all the countries
and at International level

- The social and economic re-
quirements of modern society have
uandergone a radical change, in
the last few decades. Modern
sociefy is in a rapid state of
transition and moves towards its
consequences. The drugz domi-
nant societies produce negative
social values. Various drugs are
used in so many ways by so many
people for so many different pur-
poses and these drugs play psy-
chological and social functions.

The drug abuse scenme espe-
cially in the third world repre-
gsents a gloomy picture. A seri-
ous health and social problems
affecting the socia-economic con-
ditions are taking place by the
use of alcohol and psychotropic
drugs.

The young or adolescent find
g0 lace in the abuse of drugs.
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The adolescent become ethnocen-
tric and egoceatric. More and
more teenagers of both sexes
have been attracted to the drug
world. The young mind becomes
more unhappy and they rescri to
dangerous behaviour.

Can society suceceed, if indi-
viduals are allowed unresirained

self indulgence? Certainly not-
Considering the severe probiems
caused by drug abuce and illicit
drug trafficking, the governments
of countries both at local level

and at International level, must
come forward to face this drug

abuse and solve it. B

From Log Cabin to White House

Abraham Linceln, the son of
a poor man born in a log cabin
has been a woodman, Surveyor,
village postmaster, legislator, coun-
try lawyer, member of congress
ahd finally Head of State. These
were the various stages in the
life of this great man,

He was born on Febraar&
12, 1809 on the Big South Fork
of Nolin Creck, three miles from

Hodgensdille Herdin Counrty, Ken-

fock. Thomus Lincoln his father
worked as a carpenter. When the
boy Abraham was four years old
his family moved from his place
of birth.

In 1816 Thomus Lincoln went

to Indiana. For a year the fami-

V. P. KonuLan
Year 13 C

ly lived in a half-faced camp of
logs, floorless, enclosed on three
sides only, the open front protect-
ed only by pelts of the animals,
the shooting of which the father
preferred to his trade carpenter-
ing. Time melted, Thomus Lin-
coln built a cabin, the life was
hard, the place was marshy, a
breeding ground of malaria. The
young Lincoln had to help his
father out-door and to his mother
in-door. Two vears of living in
this new place his mother fell ill
of an unknowan fever, called “milk
sick’”. Alas! the nearest doctor
lived only thirty miles away! The
ill-fated mother, thin, and malnou-
rished died, A year after the
death, the widower set out on'a
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journey and did not return until

1819, He, on his return, brought
many things which this young
boy has ever known —a ward-
rcbe and a real bed, three small
children and a young lady with
bright looking, curly hair,
~ friendly face. stepped from a wa-
gon. This new comer was his
step-mother Sarah Bush Johnson,
a widow with three children.

A new page in the life of
Abraham Lincoln took place. The
second wife of Thomus Lincoln
had, what the first had locked,
robust health and energy,
from this lady Abraham came te
know what books were. His father
refused, but Sarah insisted learning,
Lincoln loved his step-mother and
this love lasted all his life. She
was always proud of bhim and
proclaimed, he, Abraham, the best
son a woman ever had, so lov-
ing. He went to school hardly a
year, but he learnt to read and
write. He read everything, all
and sundry.

Abraham was six feet two
inches tall, with long arms and
legs, a slender body and small
head. :

The turning point is his life
began in 18428 when he saw the
outer world, He went to New
Orleans.

and a

- couraged him to enter in

It was

Here, in New Orleans

he, for the first time saw Slavery
in operation. He vowed then, that
if ever the chances come his way
he would hit slavery, and he did it.

Abraham became a
manager and engaged in local
politics. FHere, in New Orleans,
he met James Ruotledge who en-
local
politics. His career as store$ ma-
nager failed. He became for a
short time as post-master of
New Salem. Abraham Lincoln be-
came Assistant surveyor for the
district. In 1834 he was elected
at the local poll® Thus he become
a legislator. In the mean-time
he entered the Bar. But could
not last. He loved politics- Se
he was elected in 1838, And
once again in 1840. Abraham
Lincoln married Mary Todd in
November 4, 1842, In 1846 Lin-

stores

coln was nominated for the con-

gress and went to Washington in
1847 to take his seat.

Abraham Lineoln, a man who
met defeats and disappointments
never tired. He tried. He was
the First Republican Party Can-
didate. But defeated his rival
in politics, Dougles was re-elected.

National Convention of the
Republican Party met in Chicago
in May 1860 and nominated him
as candidate for the Presidency.
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The Democrate Press attacked
him with muod. But he won!

In 1865 Lincoln succeeded in
having passed the 13th Amend-
ment to the American Constitu-

tion, which ended slavery for ever:

in U S A, He was threatened to
be killed. But he took it with a
smile. But one John Wilkes Booth
an actor and a fanatic shot him
with a pistol.

Lincoln dedicated his life for
universal equality of Homan Rights.

(S

Rocket

Benevolence and forgiveness were
the very basis of his character.
He was the Architect of his own
fortunes, rising with every oppor-
tunity, mastering every emergency,
fulfilling every duty. He, not only
proved himself pre-eminent, the
man of the hour, but the signal
benefactor of posterity.

He a states-man, ruler and
liberator, whom civilization will
remember for ever. He was the

man who rose from the log cabin
to the White House. =

As we go higher above the
There is
Its
wing would be useless in space
How
can we get space? And
_how do we move about once we

earth, the air thins out.
nothing to hold an aeroplane.
no air.

because there is

into

are there?

The answer is to build a

rocket, it does not need wings
to fly. It can fly where there is
no air. It can also travel much

faster than an aeroplane. This

V. P. SASEVARNAN
year 13 C

helps us to get away from the

earth.

A rocket goes up on a cloud

of fire. Where does this fire eome
from? Most of the rockets are
made up of fuel tanks. When

the rocket is started, the fuel be-
gins to burn. As the fuel burns,

hot gas is given off. The hot
gas builds up inside the rocket
like steam in a kettle. The gas

tries to get out. It can only get
out through a small nozzle at the
bottom. So it comes rushing out
and pushes the rocket upwards,
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How a rocket Works?

We can easily make a small
model of a rocket. Get
loon. Blow it up, and hold the
neck tightly. The balloon is full
of gas The gas pushes outwards
to get out. It can only get out
- when you let go of the balloon’s
neck. The balloons neck is like
the nozzle at the bottom of a roc-
ket. When let go the balloon, it
zooms asround as the gas squirts
out.

Imost the same thing hap-
pens in a rocket. The gas that
builds up in the rocket can only

A Great All Rounder

a bal-

get out through a small nozzle.
The force of the gas squeezing

through the nezzle pushes the
rocket up.
The same thing happeps if

you turn a hose pipe on and let
go the hose pipes end. The force
of water squirting out of the pipe,
makes the pipe move about.

The only difference is that
the gases in a rocket are so hot
that they give a much greater
push. It is pushed along by gas
escaping from inside it., There-
fore a rocket works in space where

there is no air. A rocket does not
need anything to push against. [0

Kapil Dev, the former Indian
skipper achieved another
stone in his career when he got
his 432 Wicket in the test
ket. He is the highest test
ket taker in the world., The fact
that he had crossed Sir. Richard
Hadlee's world record of 431 wic-
kets. He also completed 5000
runs in the test cricket. He be-

]

mile

cric-
wic-

- 65 not out in the first inninge,

K. VELAUTHAMURTHY
Year 13 E

come the first test all rounder in
the world to achieve this double.
He claimed his 432 wicket in the
130th test in India, When he had
Hashan, Tillekeratne caught by
Sanjay Manjrekar. Kapil crossed
the 50000 run mark against Eng-
land at Madras in 1993, He made
In
the field Kapil's contribution to
the team is valuable,
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7 Bgﬁrn"dn January Gth, 1959 at
- Haryana. He made his test de.
but against West Indies in 1977.

Number of test played: 130

captured his 200th wicket when
he trapped Winston Benjamin lbw
in the match against West Indies.
Kapil become the first all rounder

MouTH :

to get 3000 runs in one day
C 8 ~ internationals.
Bl = oy He also achieved the hounour
: : of becoming the second highest
Highest Score: 163 scorer in the instant cricket against
Pais '52“ Zimbavwe. He scored 175 not
el , out in the match. He shared 126
Catches: 70 runs unfinished partoership with
Wick 't i Kirmani for 9th wicket.
ickets: - 432 -
Best figure: 9 for 83 One Day Internationals: 216
3 Wickets in an innings: 26 times _tentufy: :
10 Wickets in the match: 2 times Ele€S: -
: for 4
The abeve statistics is up to T T
~February 1994, Runs: 3726
Kapil Dev reached the memor- Highest Score 175
jable 'mllestong 0€ tak}ng ZOO,WL'ckets ca 69
in one day interntional. So far : .
he is the first bowler do so. He Wickets: 250 - =
MOUTH

In man the gateway to the soul;

in the woman the outlet of the heart

— Bierce, The Devil's Dictionarvy.

FRIEND

Love is only chatter
Friend are ail that matter.

— Gellety Burtets.
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English Union

Office bearers

Patron :

Mr. A. Panchalingam (Principal)
Vice Patron :

Mr. C. Jegananthan (Co-ordinater)
President :

Mas. Nishanka Divakalala
Vice President :

Mas. S . Aravinthan
Secretary :

Mas. J. Jeyakanthan
Asst. Secretary :

Mas. A. Dominic Aravinthan

Treasurer:
Mas. G. Partheepan

Asst. Treasurer:
Mas. A. Ramanan

Teachers in Charge

Mr. J. Manoranjan

Mr. 1. Ganeshan

Mr. T S- Kathirkamanathan
Mr. K. Srikantha

The Union had the English
day Celebrations this year on the
10th of March after a long time
with Mr. Thurai Thiagarajah
 Deputy Director of Education,
Jaffna ) as the Chief Guest. Mrs-
Thiagarajah gave away the prizes.
In order to make the students to
take interest in English the English
Language Day Competitions at
School Level were conducted on
the 20th, 21st and 22nd of June
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in Reading, Spelling, Hand writ-
ing, Recitation, Picture Competi-
tion, and Oratory,

Our Literary Union met once

a month. There are about four

FIJ6wTT 9 W FHeDb

hundred and twenty members in
the' Union. We had interesting
Speeches, Sengs, Debates and
Plays. The members showed
greater enthusiam in the activities
of the Union. (]
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T

Obituary

in Memoriam

Mr. N. Sabaretnam (1592) Principal Emeritus

Mr. P, Mahendran (1991) Deputy Principal Emeritus
Mr. S. Sanesaratnam  (1992) Past Teacher

Mr. V. Sanmugalingam (1992) Teacher

Mr. T. Yogarajah {1993: Teacher

=M. K Mahalingasivam (1993) Past Teacher
M: C. Nagalingam (1993 Past Teacher
l‘t/{/,«ly their souls rest in peace.
They have Retired
(1990 — 1995
1. Mr. K. S. Kugathasan Principal (1991)
2. Mr. P. Mahendran Deputy Principal (1990)
3. Mr. N. Somasundaram Deputy Principal (1993)
4, Mr. T. Thurairaja (1990}
5. Mr. T. Kathirgamathamby {1990)
6. Mr. N. Nalliah (1990)
7. Mr. K. Kumarasingam (1990)
8. Mr. T. Srinivasan (1990)
9. Mr. M. S. Petersingham (1990,
10. Mr. K. Shanmugalingam { 1990)
1. Mr. S. Jeganandaguru (1991)
12. Mr. S. Tissaveerasingham (1991)
13. Mr. S. C. Somasunderam (1992)
Non teachers:

1. Mr. P. Rajiretnam — Librarian 7 (1993)
2. Mr. K. Kupam — Lab Assistant (1990)

- 3. Mr. S. Thambiah — Watcher {1930)

We wish all of them a peaceful retired life.
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