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ALL ABOUT THE AUTHOR IN BRIEF:

ICKENS full nagme was CHARLES JOHN HUFFAM
DICKENS. He was born at Portsea on the 7th February,

1812. He was the second child of John Dickens, a minor clerk _
in the Navy Pay Office. His Mother was Elizabeth, nee Barrow,

Dickens father was not very prosperous. Soon, he fell into debts
and was put into the debtor’s prison. He was able to get out of
prison when he got some timely legacy. This was his rescue.

Dicken’s education or schooling was nothing much to boast of,
He had to leave school very early.

When his father was in prison, he went to work at a blacking
factory and was paid six shillings a week for sticking lables on
pots of paste-blacking. He worked for a few months and later
left it as a miserable job. This job gave him a bitter experience

~in life.

In 1827, at the age of fifteen, he became a junior clerk in a
solicitor’s office. Even here, he was not very happy. He studied
shorthand and later became a Parliamentary reporter. He also
served as a Newspaper reporter.

From 1833, he began to write short sketchds to magazines. He
wrote under the pen name of *BOZ ‘.

Very soon readers began to admire his writings for their wit,

style and accuracy.

Dicken’s married in 1836 a lady named Catherine Hogarth. He

had a very big family of ten children. His married life, however,

_ended in separation in 1858.

 Dickens had also toured the U. S. A. and Canada with his wife

and on his return to England wrote his ¢ American Notes °.

Little by little, he reached the height of literary fame. He was
called the ‘ King of English humour ’ as all his novels were. full of
wit and humour,



Oliver Twist (or THE PARISH BOY'S PROGRESS) came out CHARACTERS AS APPEARING
in 1838. He had written many novels. All of them are still read ‘ IN YOUR RE-TOLD EDITION

~ and re-read by many all over the world.

He reached the height of his literary fame v.vith Y Davi.d Copper- Agnes Fleming C
field *. Some of his other novels are: Nicholas Nichleby; A
Tale of Two Cities; Hard Times; Great Expectations;y_ Bleak . Brownlow (Mr.) : A kind-hearted elderly gentleman
: iosi . i Carol ; etc. ' ‘ : ‘
House; Old Cunos1ty Shop ; Christmas Car etc Badible M i
, & :
He died on June 9th 1870 at Gad’s Hill following a cerebral Bumble (Mrs) :  Workhouse Matron

sttoke he had in 1869. Everyone mourned, his death. He

was burried in the Poet’s Corner of Westminster Abbey. Japk Dawkins : The Artful Dodger ; a seasoned pick-pocket

under Fagin

Charley Bates

Toby Crackit Boys and girls under Fagin’s evil gang

Bet
Nancy
Fagin _ : A cunning, old Jew
A ‘4 _ Sowerberry (Mr) : The Undertaker
: . &
} ' . Sowerberry (Mrs) : His bad-natured wife
i Noah Claypole
trrmee & : Servants under the Sowerberries
* Charlotte
Brittles :
. & Servants under Mrs. Maylie & Miss Rose
 Giles ‘
Fang (Mr) : A Police Magistrate
Dr Losberne : A Physician and a friend of the Maylies

Bill Sikes ¢ A Notorious thief and House breaker under
o Fagin



0ld Sally

‘Mo‘nks

Oliver Toist

Mann (Mrs) .

= =

3 A Servant at the workhouse who was wrth“ ‘
: Ohver s mother at the tlme of her death

ee

: kThe Hero m the st01y

: ’ Matron of the Poorhouse where Ollver was‘

"fA friend of Mr Brown]ow o
e ':Son of Mrs Maylre

Adopted daughter of Ms. Mayhe (Later
‘comes to light as Ohvers aunt-mothers
| sxster) ‘ ‘

/ Ha]t-broth'er to 011ver Twist

v

born

 Chapter Summaries

hapter 1

Ollver Twnst Was born in a poor house in the year 1837{] .

nd man, the poor and the hetpless, found refuge ,

eak state of health and was taken to the poor house Who
usband or parents were, no one knew. ‘ ’ L
Soon after her admlssron to the poor house. she deh?
aby, she gave lt a kiss, fell back and dred

Like many ‘young mothers, ha was not marrled Th‘ere*f“‘
was no. weddmg ring on her fmger ‘ G

Chrldren born in such cwcumstances get a surname grven .

order. When Ower was born, he ‘had to ‘be given a name
; gzlnnmg wnth the letter o T ! So he got the surname TWIst

The poor house was in charge of a Iady called Mrs, L
nterested in iookmg after the babies and chrldren under her

rant pald to her by the pansh Ceuncil

,‘rents. No one clalmed him When he was nine, he

use. Here orphans Iike OIWer were made to work or
?do a trade. e ,

‘rpoor house was a place where those let down by Godi_j‘ |

‘ Ohvers mother was one such woman, young and beauti-
i but was helpless She was found by the roadsnde in avery

he was, where she lrved from where she had come who her L

vered a baby bOy who was Oliver. Suon after dehvermg the

' the poor housa The | ‘names were gwen m alphabetrcal o

A ann She was a very unkrndly Iady She was not at ali i

' Her only cencern  was to make money out of the poor,t .

Poor Ohver, Iike - many of his klnd was an Orphan Wlth ‘;n‘:

s removed to another poor houee whleh ‘Wwas really aswork



. Mrs. Mann.

The work house was worse than the poor house of
Here the children were not fed well; so they
had to starve. - They were given a cup of porridge dally which
was not enough. \

One day, all the bigger boys forced Oliver to ask for

- more porridge. Oliver was quite innocent and so when the

porridge was being served as usual, he askesd for more. The

man who served the porridge became angry, hit him and
reported him to Mr. Bumble. Mr. Bumble in turn brought the
matter to the notice of the Chairman of the Work house

Board. The Board thought that Oliver was a threat to all.

They locked him up in a room, hit him off and on, so
that, the other boys in the Workhouse did not dare ask for
more as Oliver did.

‘ Soon the Workhouse decideci“ to give away Oliver to
‘anyone who needed a servant.

, Mr. Sowerberry, an Undertaker, took Oliver to work for
. him. Oliver found life at the undertaker's shop a miserable
one. Besides, the undertaker’s wife, her servant maid Charlotte
and Noah Claypole, an apprentica in the shop, were nasty to
Oliver. They got together and ill-treated him- Noah Claypole
always teased Oliver and called his mother a bad woman.
‘Olwer could not bear to hear Noah claypole belittling his
: 'mother. |

' One day, he hit Noah Claypole and the latter cried out

for help. Mrs. Sowerberry and the servant maid took the side 5

of Noah Claypole. They got together, hit Oliver and locked
him up in a room. Mr. Sowerberry was out; when he_
returned home, they told him that Oliver was unruly.

My, Bumble was called in. “Bd’t‘h Mr. Sowerberry and Mr.

- Bumble hit Oliver and locked him up in a room. During the

‘night and just before dawn, Oliver ran away from the under-
taker’s shop- unknown and unnoticed by anyone. ‘

"

to his master, a dJow, called Fagin.
‘who had a number of boys under him whom he used to

‘got one more boy to hls evil gang
,hIS grip :

‘ Chapter 2

For a week he wandered about. At last he reach‘ed a
a little town = Barnet-near London. He was now well away

‘from his wicked masters, Mr. Bumble and Mr. Sowerberry- He

was very tired and hungry. While in Barnet he met a boy

like him, dJack Dawkins, nick-named °‘the Artful Dodger’.

He befriended Oliver, gave him a good meal and took him
Fagin was a villain

Fagin was now happy that he had
Poor Oliver was now in

rob or plck-pocket others.

[ Chapter 3

Oliver stayed with Fagin and his wicked gang of boys.

?\There were also two girls in the gang named Bet and Nancy.
Oliver saw the boys and the girls talking in a very friendly

manner with Fagin. He, in fact, did not know or suspact

_what they were all up to They walked in and out of the house
_bringing all kinds of things like pocket books, handkerchiefs,
letc. Fagin praised the boys for bringing such beautiful little .
 things. He wanted Oliver too, to do like wise. He told Oliver

that he would teach him how he could tind such articles.

Fagin and his boys played a game which was really a kind of
training in picking the pockets of people. Oliver was watching

it» . Fagin walked about the room like any gentleman about
town with all kinds of things in his pockets. His boys

followed him and quietly removed all the valuables from

Fagin’s pocket in a manner that Fagin was unaware of his

things being taken from his pockets. Oliver too was drawn
‘into the game.
‘ chlef from Fagin’s pocket

He too succeeded in picking out a handker-

Fagin was very pleased that Oliver tod could pick things

from a person unseen and unnoticed. He gave him a shilling

3



0 really know what all that had meant

" book. Dodger put his hand into the old gentleman s pocket,
pulled out his handkerehlel and ran off at full speed Oliver
stood and stared and realised for the first time who Fagin

and hrs boys were and how all those valuable thlngs like

‘handkerchrefs, wrist watches and snuff boxes eame into
Fagmshouse- o L L L

Oliver hecl besn upset; he too ran away. The old
rgentleman became aware of his loss and mistaking Oliver to

be the culprit gave chase to him. The crowd too joined in

the chase. It was a wondsr of wondars that even the Dodgoer .

and Bates, the real culptits who had hidden for a few mmul:es
somewhere. ]omed the crowd.

Poor Oliver was now tirad and ‘scared ; he stumbled and “

_ fell down. A pOl!ceman arrived on the scene, caught him and

dragged him along to the courts. Oliver now found him before
' a Magistrate, a Mr. Fangs, arough and crude man whose only
_aim was fto convict anyone brought before him. He little cared
for truth. He believed what the policeman had said. He
was about to send him to prison much against the wish of
. even Mr. Brownlow, a very respectable -lodking elderly gentle-
 man. Just then, the, Bookshop keeper ran into the courtroom
‘and swore that it was not Oliver but another boy who had

picked the old gentleman’s pocket. The Magistrate, tharzfore,

releaSed Oliver. Mr. Brownlow took pity on the boay’s plrght‘ "

and took him wrth hlm in a coach to his house

Chapter 4

Without| Oliva, /the 'Dadgar antk| Chadles Hutea) went
back to Fagin and told him what had happsned. Fagm was
furious'; he was frightened too. ' He thought that Ollver mlght‘

_ expese them ell and their domgs
4 . |

i as a present for hls excellent aCt But, poor Oliver did not.

" Une day, the Dodger and Charley Bates took Ollver to o
. tewn There was an old gentleman at the busy shoppmg
stalls. He was at a book shop turning ovar the pagesof a

. Chapter

Now Oliver found life at Mr. Browniow’s qulte comforta-

_ble. He was ill for a few days but soon recovered. Mr.
| Brownlow’s House-Maid, Mrs. Badwin, fed and nursad him
‘, weli. Mr. Brownlow felt very sorry for the boy and wanted

| to help him in everyway. There was a portrait of a beautiful
' lady in the room where Oliver was. It resembled exactly like

_ that of Oliver. The likeness of the portralt with Oliver sur=
 prised Mr. Brownlow. Even Oliver found that the portrait
' resembled him. Thinking that the portrait might drsturb Olwer,
it was removed from where it was hanglng. ‘ ‘

. Oliver felt his life at Mre. Brownl‘ows a groeat blessing.‘:

‘Me. Brownlow gave him a new suit to wear with a capand
. shoes and all, Oliver had a fear that Mr. Brownlow would send
. him away ; he did not want to leave him and so begged
. him to keep him with him. Mr Brownlow a:ssured him that
. he could be with him for ever. In the msanwhile, ne was trying

to get all details about him. One day while he was talkmg to

‘Qlwer a friend of Mr. Brownlow, a Mr. Grimwig amved Mr
Grimwig was a very different person. Ha always disagread
. with others. He never trusted anyone. In his presence, Mr.
‘fBrownlow sent out Oliver to return soms books and to pay
. some cash to the book-shop where Oliver first saw Mr.
. Brownlow. When Olwer had left the place with the books and
. cash promising to get back soon, Mr. Grimwiq found fault with
' Mr. Brownlow for showing a Iot of love and aﬁectron”

‘ Hence Fagln and another noterious person, Bill Sikes
' jointly made a plan to get back Olwer They got at Nancy, _
L a girl in their group and sent her in search of Olwer and
. te bring him back: She was made to play the role of a

. sister to Ohver, to track him down and to bring him back.
. Fagln gave her some money and proper clothmg to wear, an ‘
| umbrella and a basket to carry with so that she mlght appear‘ ‘
f to all hke a respectable Iady | ‘



‘to:‘"Oliv‘e‘r. Mr Grimwig thought fhat boys like Oliver Wer‘e“dis- ‘

~ honest, disloyal and undependable. He went on to say that

m——

Oliver might not return and that he would run away with his
books and money. But, Mr. Brownlow did nof agree at all

with Mr. Grimwig.

Now both waited for the return of Oliver. But Oliver did
not return. Mr. Brownlow was sad while Mr.“G'rim\wig won the
day and was very emphatic that Oliver with his new suit,

valuable books, and a five-pound note would have gone back
to his wicked friends. Mr. Brownlow, however, could not

_believe all what Mr. Grimwig had said of Oliver.

_ While Oliver was on his way to the Bookshop, the young |
woman, Nancy, whom Fagin had set to track down Oliver, saw

him. She came screaming, embraced Oliver, claiming him as
her brother. She made such pretensions to make all believe
that she was Olivers’ srster, that she was searching for him

‘ for many days and that their mother was in tears. Just then
Bill Sikes too appeared on the scene with a white dog and
_began to drag Oliver. Oliver cried aloud ; he shouted for helps

he protested; but to no avail. He was forcibly taken to a

‘room in a dirty small back-yard.

Chapter 6

~ Oliver was in Fagins’s hand once more. Fagin and his

~ group were very happy to see Oliver. The Artful Dodger
' searched Oliver’s poCket and found the five pound note that

Mr. Browniow had given him. Sikes and Nancy claimed the

note for them Olivsr pleaded with them to keep him but to
‘ send back the books and the money to Mr. Brownlow who had
‘been very kind to him. But his pleas fell on deaf ears..

Master Bates undressed Oliver and removed hi‘s:new clothes.
Oliver now grew bitter. He tried to run away but he could not.

The Jew took & . big stick and gave Oliver a few bzatings to
~ scare the boy. But Nancy took pity on the boy and stopped
Fagin from belng so nasty to him.

0

. Oliver now found himself a prisoner ‘i‘_n that miserableho‘usfé.‘

Fagink now planned a robbery of a house at Chertsey. '
He met Sikes to plan the robbery ; Sikes agreed if he was
given fifty pounds if the job was safely done. He also wanted

_ the help of a little boy like Oliver who could enter the house

easily. Fagin agreed to send Oliver and wanted Nancy to go
and bring the boy. Fagin then returned to his gloomy house.

Chapter 7

When Oliver woke up the next morning, the Jeyv told him
that he had to go to the house of Bill Sikes. He als»> warned

~ him that if he disobeyed Bill Sikes, he would kill him. Oliver

was now very much frightened. Nancy arrived the next day in

4 horse carriage and took him to join Bill Sikes. Bill Sikes
too threatened Oliver with death if he refused to act as he

was told. The following day Biil Sikes took Oliver with him
to stage the planned robbery. Another mamber of Faglns

'  evil gang, one Toby Crackit too joined Bill Sikes. For the

first time Oliver became aware that he was being taken to do
a house-breaking and robbery He was very much hornfned s
his limbs failed him but he could not do anything. He was
under the ““ Do or Die” threat ot Bill Sikes.

Now ail of them reached the house that was to be robbed.

- Oliver was put through a window into the house. He was given

a lantern. He was ordered to go through the hall and to un-
fasten the street door. Oliver was now desperate; his mind
refused to work. In fact he thought why he should not make
a noise himself and alert the inmates. dJust then Sikes
suddenly cried out to him to come back In a fright, he
dropped the lantern. Just then there was a cry. Two terrified

f ‘half-dressed men appeared at the top of the stairs with a lamp
. There was a loud noise snd some crashmg sound. Sikes fired

his pistol at the men and pulled out Oliver through the window.
_ Poor Oliver had been bleeding ; he had been hit. Thare was

1



o “a lot of noise all over fike the nngmg of bells and the firing

‘ ""of pistols. Olwer now became unconscrous He felt he was
",'b’ein‘g ‘carried‘ away. ! ,

, Chapter 8

‘ In the miserable house, Fagin remained with his boys, the :
Dodger and Charley Bates playing cards. Fagm was ill-at-ease. :

. His th0ughts were all about the robbery and what would come
 of it. Just then, Toby Crackit came in very much tired and
hungry. As soon as he arcived, he asked for some food
*j"saying that he had no meals for three days The food was
 servad and now Fagin and Toby began to ‘talk. They werte
| both alone. Toby reported that the robbery had failed ‘and that

he did not know what had happened to Sikes and Oliver.

| ‘The Jew was now upset and smmedlately rushed out of the
' house fto where Sikes and Nancy stayed. Sikes was not there
. and Nancy herself did not know what had happened to Sikes

* or Oliver. But she was happy that Oliver wsa no longer in Fagin’s

L orip ; in fact she was very sorry for having brought back Oliver

_ to Fagin. Nancy thought that Oliver would be better oﬁ any=
_ where than with Fagm and his gang. ‘

| Fagin returned home all the more upset ; and at hIS door-
step was waiting one Mr. Monks. It was he who was using
‘Fagin to get Oliver into the underworld of thieves and pick=

_ pockets. Monks had come to get news of Oliver ‘and the
_ planned robbery When he heard that it had failed and that

‘ Oliver waa mussmg, he began to find fsult with Fagin, Fagin,

0 however, ’
he was ahve and came back to hlm.‘,‘

dust then Monks saw a shadow like that of a Iady He,
'was scared. ButFagin did not see any such person or shadow,
But Monks swore that he 'saw it. But the room was bare‘
Monke at last agreed that it mlght have been his’

and empty.
_ Imagination and left the place.

assured Monks that he would make Ollver athlef if

Chapter 9y

Bill Sikes who had been' carrying Ohver dropped hum |

. halfway in a ditch and disappeared. As the day dawned,
| Oliver exposed to the chill and rain woke up. He was feeling
. very weak and had lost much blood. Trembling and shivering,
" he feared that he might die. So he got up and came up to
. the road. There was a house closeby.
 house, he became aware that it was the very house that Sikes
. and he had tried to break in the prevnous night. Even then he
reached the door step of the house, knocked at the door and
- fell down '

As he neared the

The servants of the house opened the door and saw Oliver. |

ﬁSeeing Oliver, they raised an alarm thinking that he was one
. of the thieves who had come to rob them the previous night. ‘
. One of the inmates of the house, a Miss Rose was moved to
plty at the sight of Oliver and begged the servants Gn!eSu
' and Brittles to take him upstairs to a bed and then asked
. Brittles to bring in a doctor quickly to attend on Oliver. The
 other inmate of the house was a Mrs Maylie, aunt of Miss
Rose. While both the ladies were at breakfast, the doctor
_arrived. He was Dr Losberne. The doctor was taken upstairs
' where Oliver was. The ladies too went up to see Oliver in }
* the presence of the docfor. The doctor pronounced the boy
| out of danger. To Miss Rose and Mrs Maylie the boy did not
| have the looks of a typical criminal or a robber. They took pity

' on him and decided to have him with them. The doctor

| remained wifh them until evening and when Oliver had suﬁlcin;
";ently revived, he was asked to say who he was. Ollver, with
. all his physical pain and tiredness, told them who he was and
7 .how he had come to such a sorry plight much agamst hlS wrsh.,

His story was so very touching ; he remamed in the house

. for many weeks. He felt very grateful to the ladies and told them

of Mr Brownlow and his maid Mrs Bedwin who had also been very

“nice to him. He expressed a wish that both Mr Brownlow and
| Mrs Bedwin must be told of his present plight. Miss Rose
| assured him that they would take him to see Mr Brownlow.



. As soon as Oliver recovered Dr Losberne took him in
Mre Maylie’s carriage to see Mr Brownlow. On the way as they
~ passed through Chertsey Bridge, Oliver pointed with fright to a
" house where the thieves had took him to. The doctor, there-

. fors, stopped the coach, got down and went up to the house

but could find no proof that it was ever used by Bill Sikes. They
continued their journey and reached the street and the very
house where Mr Brownlow resided. it was vacant ; a servant
next door told them that Mr Brownlow with Mrs Bedwin and
Mr Grimwig had gone to West Indies six weeks earlier. Hence
they came back disappointed.

v

Chapter 10

A fortnight later Mrs Maylie and Muss Rose left with

~ Oliver for a change fo the country side. They stayed there in a
cottzge. Oliver found life in the cottage pleasing and pleasant.

An old gentleman who lived near them, closeby a church taught

' Oliver to read and write. Three months passed happily. The

good doctor Losberne and Harry Maylie, a son of Mrs Mayhe

too Jomed the famlly in the country cottage.

When Ollver was there, a mmor incident happened. One
‘day while Oliver went to the small fown on some business, he
ran into a man. The man who had a distinct red mark on his
face threatened Oliver. Oliver was much frightened and the
event haunted ‘him. ‘ |

One day he was at his study when he felt that he had

seen the very same man who threatened him earlier in town and
Fagin peeping through the window. Oliver screamed. The
doctor and Harry heard his screams. When they asked him
_ what had happened, Oliver told them what he had seen. Harry
. Immednately, left in search of the two but they could not be
. seen. Soon thls event was | forgotten ,

: Chapter i1

Now a word about that mysterious character who had a

red mark on his cheek who had twice before threatened or scared

10

Oliver. He was known as Monks. Monks ran into Mr Bumble,

the work house official who had now married the matron of the
poor house. Mr. Bumble was, however, not happy in his
married iife. He often quarrelled with his wife. One day after
aquarrel with his wife, he left home and went to a public-
house There he met Monks. He did not know Monks but
Monks knew who Mr Bumblh was. Both began to talk in
the course of which Monks gave Mr Bumble two sovereigns
as a token to help him in his misery. Butit was only a bait.
Monks wanted some information about the woman who had
nursed Oliver’s mother at the poor house of which Mr Bumble
was the master.

Mr Bumble said that the woman who had nurSed” Oliver’s
mother was dead, but his wife knew everything about the
woman as she’ was ‘withf her right up to the time of her death.

 Monks, therefore, wanted to see Mrs Bumble. Mr Buhble
agreed to bring_h‘is wife to the very place Monks resided.

The following evening both Mr and Mrs Bumble came to

'see Monks who resided in an area noted for thieves. The

house of Monks was near a river.

Here Monks met Mr Bumble and Mrs Bumble demanded
twenty-five pounds in gold if he wanted any details of the lady

‘called Sally who had nursed Oliver’s mother. The gold was

readily given and Mrs Bumble told Monks that she had got a
locket with two locks of hair and a ring with a name ‘ Agnes’

_ engraved inside it. She said that she had got them from Sally
~ who had stolen it from Oliver’'s mother. Mrs Bumble gave both

the ring and the locket to Monks and Monks in the presence of

| both Mr and Mrs Bumble threw them into the river that was

flowing under their house ;: and soon after it, they got away

from the dreaded house of Monks

o



. to see her.

. Chapter 12

Mrs Maylle W|th MISS Rose, Oliver and Dr Losberne had

7‘ come to Lodon for a change They were staying at a quiet

hotel in London. While they were there Nancy went to see Miss
. Rose. Miss Ross was told by her servant that a girl had come

ladies like Miss Rose there would be fewer like her. Then she
beaan to tell her the purpose of her visit; how a brother of

Oliver was trying to harm Oliver through the Jew, Fagin. She

gave Miss Rose a confession of ail that she had heard and
known. ‘ | ,

 Miss Rose was startled. She had never heard of Monks.

Nancy wanted to get back and begged Miss Rose to keep all

that she had said a secret. Miss Rosse asked Nancy why she
wanted to get back to her wicked friends and wished she had

‘ stayed with her. But Nancy replied that she could not desert
! _her companions although she knew they were wicked. She
 said that lt was too late for her to get back to a good hfe

When Miss Rose asked her where sha could meset her
‘again she said that she could meet her any Sunday between

sleven andtwelve midnight on the London Bridge. So saymg[

‘she‘* le,itfthre‘ place quickly.‘ "

Throughout the mght Miss Rose was much dlsturbed
Her stay in London was short but she wanted to act on the

information she had got.

While she was fthus disturbed she had another news from.
Oliver. Oliver and Mr. Giles were out walking in the morning

‘ When he saw Mr Brownlow‘f getting out of a coach and going
 into a house  Giles, however, had noted his address;,

12

Hence Miss Rose came down to see her. The
moment Nancy saw her she felt that she was face to face wnth\':
. akind, gentle lady and wished that there were many like her.

In fact she burst into tears and said that if there were manyﬂ

As soon as Oliver returned home. he told MISS Rose that‘

he had seen the good old man Mr Brownlow and that Glles o

had got his address.

When Miss Rose heard this good news, she wanted to go o

. and see him at once with Oliver.

So they went to the place where Mr. Brownlow Stayed '

Mr Brownlow and Mrs Bedwin were too pleased to see Oliver.

Mr Grimwig too was there. Miss Rose told Mr Brownlow all

" that she had heard from Nancy.

1t was now decnded that they all meet at the Hotel where

Miss Rose stayed with Mrs Maylie and Dr Losberne.

At the hotel It was agreed that everything possible must
be done to track down Monks and teo restore to Oliver his

' rightful place and a share of all his wealth that would be his
. ftom his parents. Mrs Maylie was now prepared to stay in
. London as long as necessary to he!p ther and sort out his

problems.

,Chapter 13

It was a Sunday night. Fagin and Slkes ‘were much worried

! for they have no evil designs to undertake Fagin was also

upset that the Dodger was caught the prevrous day ‘while

. attempting to pick-pocket someone. Nancy who was with them

was seen getting,rea‘dy,to go out somewhere. Bill did not

_ like her going out at night. He tried to find out where she was .
. going but she just evaded him and only said she was going out

_ to get some fresh air. But, Bill did not allow her. He forcibly
. stopped her trom going The clock had struck t/velve ‘Nancy
 was helpless. She could not go out as she had planned. ‘
" Fagin was worried why Nancy was so keen to go out at dead
. of night. He was wondering Whether Nancy had got a new
_ friend to meet and whether she was tired of life with Bill.

" He, therefore, made a plan.

He made a secret
. arrangement wnth Charley Bates to spy on the strange



' domgs of Nancy during the mid- nrght hours. Charley was pro=
mised a pound as a reward for this job. Night after night
" Charley waited on his mission. But nothing had happened.
But en the seventh night, a Sunday, Nancy was getting out :

Bill was away. Fagin alerted Charley ; and Charley started
off at once. Fagin was waitlng in suspense for news from
| Charley. ‘
 Chapter 14

_ As planned earlier with Miss Rose, Nancy met her and
and Mr Brownlow at the London Bridge." She explained

them the reasons that prevented her from mesting them the pre=
vious Sunday.  She told them all she knew of Monks, a

description of the man and the public house he visited. She,
however, was not willing to help them to get at Fagin. Although
she said that Fagin was an evil genius, she wss not prepared
to betray him. Satisfied with the information they have got from
'Nancy, Miss Rose and Mr Brownlow thanked her and left the
place. ~

Charley was hiding thereabout unseen and

‘All the while
unnoticed by anyone.  Nancy too left the place and reached

her home.

 Charley in the meantime went back to Fagin and told him
what he had seen and heard.. Fagin In turn told Sikes the
strange doings of Nancy. Sikes was furious. He came home,
- pulied out Nancy from her bed and began to attack her. Nancy
pleaded but to no avail. Sikes shot her and killed her for her
. betrayal. /

‘Chapter_ 15

'Mr Brownlow was quick to act on the Information of Nancy,
now dead. Soon after, Mr Brownlow tracked down Monks and
took him to his home. He threatened him so much to make
~him speak the truth. Mr Brownlow came out with all details

4

”Monks was filled with terror.

===

| how monk’s father, Mr Edwin Leeford fell out with his mother,
'martied again a lady named Agnes, daughter of a Navy O fficer,
' why his father went to Rome, how he seriously fell ill and died
;,;there.
{father’s second marriage had a right to claim a part of his
‘wealth.
[ secret activities to destroy all identities of Oliver,
{him of his share in

Mr Brownlow also pointed out that Oliver born by his

He told Monks that he was very well aware of all his
to deprieve
his father's wealth and to make him a
notorious thief with the help of Fagin, the Jew. He also char-
ged Monks that he too had a share in Nancy's cruel murder.
He thought he had no way of
Mr Brownlow to submit a con-

escape now. He promised

| fession of all he had known before witnessas and begged for
' his safety. Mr. Brownlow promised him that he would be taken

' care of if he acted as

he wanted and honoured his fathers

;Tgwrll made for his brother

Just then the door of the room was opened. Dr Losberne“

ji‘entered with the news that the murderer of Nancy would be

_;caught that night.

Mr Brownlow then left the room with Dr
“Losberne in all eagerness to see that the murderrer of Nancy«

‘:Chapter 16

‘old ruined house.

Toby Crackit with his two friends were now hiding in an
They were much upset when one of them

;““broke the news that ﬁ"agm had been arrested !

. dust then, there was aknock at the door and it was Bill
‘Slkes with his dog. Sikes too was much upset. Charley Bates
too came there. When he saw Bill Sikes, he cursed him for
murdenng Nancy. Both began to flghtwrth each other. Bates
‘was not equal to Sikes and so raised an alarm that the mur

‘derer was in. Down below the house, was a very big crowd,

“‘jwery eager to get into the house to catch the murderer but the

fj‘jd or was locked. Sikes wanted to get away from there.

He

was fnghtened of the crowd. There was a ditch at the back of

15



0 the house and there he wanted to plunge in and escape that

. way. He rushed up to the‘house*top with a rope. He tied one
_end to the chlmney stack. He put the other end in a runnmg
noose over his head :nd was about to jump down when he Iost'

_ his balance and fell down with the noose trghtenmg round hlS
L ‘neck he hung there dead' :

‘ Chapter i

Two ‘days Later, Mr Brownlow took O‘liyer,,Mi"ss Rose

Mrs Maylie and Dr Losberne to a small town. It was in this

town Oliver was born ; where he spent his éarly years before
runnmg away tfo London.

Mr Brownlow had sent Mr Grlleg ahead of them ali to

arrange a nice hotel for their stay. Mr Brownlow had brought

Monks too with him. Oliver was stunned and | ‘surprised to see
Monks as he was the man who had scared him twice when

he stayed at the Country cottage with the Mayhes

L Mr Brownlow now got down to business. He summoned:‘
v all to his room. In the presence of all he made Monks to
 confess who he was ; who Olivewr was. why his father married

Oliver’s mother ; where Oliver’s father died and how he and
his mother had tried to destroy the will made by his father

‘giving a share of all his wealth to Oliver and to his mother
Agnes Fleming whom he had married after separating himself
from Monk’s mother. He also made Monks to say who Mrss‘

‘ROSe was and how she came to be the adopted daughter of
‘Mrs Maylie

When Ohver heard MISS Rose was after all his mother’ s

‘sister, he cned m |oy and threw his arms around her neck,

. Apart from thrs, Mr Brownlow also called in Mr and Mrs.
 Bumble and revealed to all how Monks had destroyed the

vital identities of Ohvers mother which Mrs Bumble had,
He told both of them that “he would see that they held no

position of trust thereafter in any publrc rnstrtution

practrcese He was defeated ;

‘became a parrsh priest.
| Brownlow adopted Oliver as his son and with Mrs Bedwin
f,‘they lived close to where the Maylies resided. Dr Losberne
‘and Mr Grimwig too stayed close to Mr Brownlow and the
' Maylies. In course of time, Rose was blessed with a son,
“i{Thus all of them hved close together in perfect joy and
. harmony. ' ‘

Monks was thus exposed of all his avil intentions andf
he left the room in great misery.

Chapter 18

_ Fagin too had his date with destiny. He was tried for
his many crimes and was sentenced to die by public hanging.
While he was awaiting death, Mr Brownlow visited him with

Oliver. He wanted Oliver to see for himself ‘how Fagin had to

pay for all his wickedness, and Fagin in his state of despair

‘told them of a letter that Monks had given him for safe-keeping
which proved Oliver’s identity. He told them where he had
~ hid the letter so that they could take it from there. The next

day, Fagin was hanged.

Monks left the country. He went to America ; wasted all
his wealth ; took to crime ; wasrmprrsoned and died in prlson

Three months later Miss Rose married Harry Maylie who
Mrs Maylie lived with them. Mr

17



~ Unfortunately,

ROBABLE QUESTIONS AND. ANsws

Descrlbe the cmcumstances in whlch Ohver was bom

0 Ohver was born about the year 1837 ina poor house ina
 small town in England. He was born to a poor lady who
- was very weak. Oliver himselt was very feeble when he
. was born. Soon after his tirth, the mother died. Justf‘
 before she died, she desued to see her baby. She merely',
_ touched the baby, gave it a Kkiss, fell back and died.
' Poor Oliver did not know who his mothér was or how she
j looked like. His very entry mto the world began on a very“‘
unhappy note. . v

f“ Btom what you have read, gwe a bnef account ot' Ohver’s“
, mother o i | ‘

L Her name was Agnes Fiemmg  She was a beautlful lady
. and was the eldeat daughter of a retired naval oIflcer She

L was. mamed to Mr Edwin Leeford ‘who had earller mamed
. a lady with whom he did not have a happy‘mamed life. |
i Mr, Edwm Leeford died; so were her”’f*:
o parents. Mtsfortune fell on her She had nothmg and no
. oneto care for her. Thus she had a very miserable life ;
L she was expecting a baby who was Oliver. AL last, she
":qlfound herself in a poor house where she delwered thef’l

«baby and d1ed soon after ‘ L L

. . Say how Ohver was brought up by Mrs Mann

: Mrs. Mann was m charge of all the parentless bables
Ohver was one. Mrs Mann was a heartless lady She was
“only keen on makmg money and little cared for the children

"‘i‘under her charge Ohver, hke all the others ‘was ill- fed"
 under-fed ; ‘
o  was also beaten now and then for no reason Havmg spent

| was growmg very thm pale and weak.

. nine long years nnder tho cruel care of Mrs Mann O‘hv
. was sent to the Workhouse to learn a trade. O]lver was
~ glad to leave the poor house and ‘Mrs Mann but the
o house where he was sent to was a more mlserable place.,‘f

To Oliver llfe at the Undertaker’s sho

He

nbe Ohver’s llfe m the Workhouse ‘

o "%Ini he Wdrkhouse, Ohver came under the care ot e
”Bumble a hard nut, very cruel and inhumane. Here he had.
 to work long hours under very severe c0ud1tlons. Like all

_ other inmates in the Workhouse, Oliver too was under-fed.

‘He was always hungry. All he had was a small cup of
porndge once daily, One day all the boys in the -work-

L house decided to ask for more ; it fell to Oliver. to make :
 the request. When O .llvcr asked for more, the man who
 served the pomdge became angry and gave him a ‘blow
. *for asking for more °
L ;appeal “for more’ pomdge was a big crime - unpardonable.
. Hewas reported to the Workhouse board by Mr Bu nble. L
 He was beaten and locked up in a room fora ‘week. At
. the end of
' Sowerberry, |
_in his shop. Thus came to a bltter end hls stay at the o
. Workhousel o i ) .

To the workhouse pzople, Ollvers L

e week he was found an employer. Mr
an undertaker took him with him to help him

. How did Oliver fmd hfe and wor: at the undertakersshop’? ‘
~or Briefly state the clrcumstances that made Ollver run away .
0 from the under‘ ak i

:f‘an into the fire, The undertaker, Wi .
wife, his servant boy and servant glrl were all his bosses.

Al of them treated hlm most mhumanly He was cursed,

~ beaten and fed on food that even dogs ret‘used to eat. . |
 Above all, the.

L rather dirty w y:,

L him 2 ‘poor. house boy and uttered many bad tales of

ndertakers other apprent1ce a boy of
eased Oliver now and then. He called




Oliiref?s, mother. Oliver could not bear to hear his mother
eing abused that way. One day he became very angry and

hit the other apprentice who was Noah Claypole. Noah
raised such cries and shouted for help that Mrs Sowerbzrry

_ and the servant girl got together and made Mr Sowerberry

~ take stern action against Oliver ; Mr Sowerberry  re-
ported the matter to Mr Bumble ; both got together, beat
~ Oliver and locked him upina room, That night, Oliver

quietly unbolted the door and ran away from that miserable
place unseen and unnoticed by anyone.

How did Oliver get under Fagin’s gang"

: Runnmg away from the undertaker®s shop, Oliver walked on

for nearly a week and came to a small town. He was now
weak, tired and hungry and was resting on a cold door step

 His plan was to go to London, Just then, one of Fagin’s
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~ notorious boys, Jack Dawkins, saw him, found him rather

weak and hungry, took him to shop and gave hima good
feed. Finding that Oliver was a wayward boy, he offered

to take him to a respectable old man in London with whom
he could stay. Poor, helpless innocent Oliver agreed Jack

Dawkins, the artful dodger, took him and introduced him
to Fagin, the so-called respectable man, Fagin was happy
to have one more boy to his gang. But for Oliver, it was
the beginning of another period of miserable life. ‘

Who taught whom the art of pick-pocketing? How was it
tanght. ‘

‘ The master-crook that Fagin was taught his gang of boy‘s and

girls the art of picking pockets. Oliver was his latest pupil.

Fagin would fill his pockets with all sorts of things like
snuff-boxes, watches and handkerchiefs and like an old gen-
tleman he would walk about the house or stop at a point as
if he was looking at something. The gang would follow him.
Just then the
pockets of Fagin would be picked in a way that Fagin was not

One boy would stumble on the other.

. followed by Bates. There was a stir.

' aware of his ‘pocket‘ being picked. This gamé was rept‘ejat:ed.‘ :
 Oliver too joined in that funny game not knowing what it

meant, Oliver himself succeeded in picking the pocket of

' Fagin. Fagin was so pleased that he gave him a shilling
~ as a prize for his wonderful feat. Tt was many weeks later
‘that Oliver understood the trues significance of the game‘
' and what Fagin and his gang were up to,

Descnbe‘why'()liver was arrested and why he was reléased.
(See summary of Chapter 3 para) /

Oliver was arrested on a charge of plck-pocketmg the

 handkerchief of an old gentleman who was at a book-shop.

The actual deed was done by the Dodger. As soon as he

picked the pocket, he began to run away at full speed
‘The crowd began to
shout. Oliver himself began to run when he saw the Dodger

and Bates running away. Soona crowd began to chase after
them, But, it was innocent Oliver who was caught and
handed over to the policeman. The policeman produced
him at Mr Fangs Court; Oliver wasina daze. He was
speechless and fainted. The policeman said that he had
searched him but fouad nothing in his possession. There
were no witnesses too. Mr Brownlow felt very sorry for
Oliver and pleaded with the magistrate to be kind to him.

But, the bad tempered Mr Fang was all-out to impose on him

three months of hard labour Just then the book-shop keeper

ran into Mr Fangs Court and swore that it was not Oiiver
but another boy who had pick—pocketed the old gentleman.
And so, Oliver was released If not for the evidence of
the book-shop keeper, poor Oliver would have gone to
prison. / |

Say what happeneﬂ to Oliver soon after his acquittal.
Where did he go ? With whom did he go? How was he
treated in his new home ? OR

Give an account of mwer § stay with Mr Brownlow ‘? ‘
: 21



10.

i

L
‘ ‘ Ohver was used as a handy boy in the attempted robbery at

22

with all

~ became quite well.
_ a pair of shoes to put on.

o Fagm had two reasons.

‘Soon after Ohver was released, Mt Brownlow took him to
‘Mr Brownlow provided him

his house. He was very ill.
comforts. His house-keeper, Mrs Bedwin nursed
him well with love and care.
'He was given new clothes to wear and

such care, comfort and hospntalnty. To him it was a real
home. He begged Mr Brownlow to keep him with him for

ever. Mr Brownlow promised him that he need have no

fears and that he could be thh hnm for ever lf he behaved
well, ‘ ‘

kDescr-be briefly how Ollver was captured and taken mtn
 Fagin’s gang, . ‘

Mr Brownlow had to return soms books and pay some cash

to the Bookshop. It was the very same bookshop where

his handkerchief was plck-pocketed

and the money to the book-shop Mr Brownlow, therefore,
sent Oliver on this mission,

to get back as early as he could.

‘ While he was thus on his way, Bill Snkes and Nancy saw
him. Fagin had wanted them to track down Oliver. So
seeing Oliver both of them seized him inspite of his protests ,

and took him back to Fagin.

Why was Fagin very keen to capture Oliver?

him and his evil doings to others which would help his arrest

and pumshment Secondly, Fagin wanted to help Monks and

earn money by making Oliver become a thief and a pick-
pocket Monks was keen to destroy Oliver through Fagm

/in every possxble way.

Descnbe how {)hver once again got out of Fagm’s gnp

Chertsey by Bill Sikes.

Within a few days, Oliver

Oliver had never before enjoyed

‘Hence Oliver knew
where the book-shop was and he agreed to take the books

Before leaving, OllVer promlsed‘ “

He feared that Oliver might expose 5

- The robbers

| The attempt robbery falled Ohver was wounded

Bill Slkes and Toby Cracklt ran for thetr lwes
desertmg wounded Oliver. They dropped him down and ran
away. Oliver who was now wounded and was in great pain. “

. He had laid down where he was throughout the mght and
. got exposed to the rain and cold. As the day dawned, he

 got up and walked slowly to the very house where the

~ opened the front door, he saw Oliver.

robb,ery‘ was attempted. When Giles, the servant boy,

He was qulck to
recognise him as one of the thieves who had tried to break
open the house and it was he whom he had shot at The
police were summoned but the evidence of Giles was nog
satisfactory to charge Oltver, besides Mrs Maylte and Miss
Rose were deecply moved at the sight of Oliver in pain. To
both of them Oliver did not have the slightest look ofa

thief. Instead of harming him m anyway, they began to

13

' shower their kmdness on him. The called in Dr Losberne

to treat him,

‘Very soon, Oliver regained his heulth and continuedt to‘ stay
with the Maylies. Thus, he got out ot“Pfag‘in’s‘ gﬁp for ever.

Where did Monks meet Mr Bumble? Say liow this meetmg

 helped Monks.

.

‘ }Ret‘er summary of Chapter ll begmnmg from sentencc 3 to ‘ .

the very end of it.

Give an account of Oliver’s life with the Maylies,

Oliver recovered 'from his inj‘ury and ‘got back to his normal
health, He was very grateful to the Maylies for the love and |

care they had shown him. The Maylies too became very

fond of him. To Oliver,
member of the famlly

it was a new life. He became a

23



;)‘if”The Maylles left thexr house in Chertsey and went fora
"ehange to the coutry side. They took Oliver too with them.

He was able to enjoy the life in the country as much as the

. Maylles did.

~ of an old gentleman who lived closeby their country home

s

~ and near a Church.

y

DeScribe the attempted rohbery at Chertsey.

Bill Sikes and Toby Crackit took Ohver to a house at

‘ Chertsey to earry out the robbery planned by Fagln, the Jew.

Poor Ohver dld not know where or why he was bemg takeu.
It was only when all three had reached a house at Chertsey,
‘Olrver ‘became aware of their mission.
L Oltver, put hlm through a window, gave him a lantern and

 ordered him to go into the hall and to open the front door

. so that they could go into the house, Oliver was much upset;
he did not like to be a tool in the hand of the robber for an
evil purpose. Oliver, therefore, wanted to alert the family

‘ "‘Aa they could not carry Ohver with them, they dropped him
on the way and ran away The attempted robbery ended i ﬂﬂ{"f

. fallure

his pnstol at the men;

even if it meant his deaih. Suddenly, there was a noise

 and Sikes cried out to Oliver to come back. Ohver was)
- confused ; he dropped the lantern and retreated. ‘
two men who were 1nmates of the house appeared; there,
was a crash and a loud noise about the place ; Sikes fired the .
pulled out Oliver; and carrylng"g

I Ollver, both Slkes and Toby ran away for thelr llves

(0 ' To Oliver, the life in ‘the country homet
"1*””}proved a mew ‘experience, It was calm and peaceful. He"_
‘ ‘accompamed the ladies to Church and whenever they went
for a walk. He was taught to read and write with the help

. In short, his life with the Maylies was
~a turning point in Oliver’s career; it was pleasant and happy.

Sikes lifted up

Just then

ﬁescrrhe the brief meeting of Fagm and Monks after the o

failure of the attempted robbery

Monks was upset that the planned robbery had fatled He

did not know exactly what had happened to Ollver He
therefore went to see Fagin.

When he went to the place

where Fagin stayed, Fagm was not in. So he warted for

. two hours for Fagin to come back; and then Fagin retlirnedt”‘ L
~ Fagin took him in and told Monks of what had happened.

__ planning well.

Monks was upset. He found fault with Fagin for not
He made it clear that he had only wanted
Oliver to be used as a p:tck-pocket and a thief and that
would have led to hrs arrest and sent him to prison.

Fa.gm for his part said how hIS eﬁ'orts to make him a plck-

pocket failed and the problems he had to get him back. |

Fagrn said that it was very difficult to train him as a pick-
pocket. He told Monks that even Nancy who helped him
to bring back Oliver was now feeling sorry for him.

He, however, promised Monks that he would do his best

to make Oliver a thief if he was alive and if he were dead,

. he could notdo anything. Monks for his part was quick to

¥

 tell him that if Oliver were dead,
S0 saying, he went away.

v: _his mother was long’ dead
details of the woman who ‘had nursed Olwers mother at

the blame was not his.

Desccibe the conversatlon between Mouks and Mr Bumble
at the public-house, ‘

One day Mr. Bumble met Monks at a public-house, ’Monks

~ knew that Mr Bumble was master of the poor house and
~ used this chanced meeting to get some useful information
_about Oliver and his mother.,
' to sust his purpose, he gave him two sovereigns.

In order to induce Mr Bumble
' There-
upon, Mr Bumble told Monks that Oliver was a devil of a
boy who was sent out to work for an undertaker and thag
When Monks wanted to know

L s



the time of her death he replled that she too had dlecl the
_ previous winter but his Wlfe Mrs Bamble mlght know some

details of the woman.

‘Monks therefore, wanted to meet Mrs Bumble ‘the next |
day at the place where he stayed and promised Mr Bumble

to teward Mrs Bumble if she could provide any useful

‘ ‘"'mformatlon he needed of Oliver’s mother which she could

18.

noted for thieves and shady characters.
j one such house near a river.

2

have got from the woman who had nursed her Just before

she died.

Desernbe brlefly the place where the Bumhles mef Monks?

and say what happened at the meeting between them.

‘Mr and Mrs Bumble met Monks at the address where Monks )

It was a place
Monks lived in

stayed. It was in an area of ruined houses,

fWhen Monks saw the Bumbles he took them to the second i
floor.

Mrs Bumble now began to talk. Before she could reveal‘ ;

anything she demanded twenty five pounds promising to give

him some vital proof and information that would satisfy

Monks relating to Oliver’s mother. She told that Monks

could get back his pounds if he was not satisfied with the
information provided by her. : ‘

Monks promptly gave her the twenty-five pounds demanded L
“and Mrs Bumble passed on a locket with two locks of hair
and a ring with the name * Agnes "’ engraved inside it. Both
the items were in the possession of the old lady, Sally, who
had nursed Oliver’s mother at the time of her death. When :

Sally died, she had passed them on to Mrs Bumble.

Mrs Bumble told ‘Monks that she had nothing to do with
those articles and that they should not be held against her
‘at any time in the future. :

i Monks for his part said that the articles could nelther be‘ o
So saying, in the very presence of the

19l

20,

21,

" It is not easy to say who was a greater villain ;
equally criminal and wicked. Both had nothing good in

out their evil designs.

It was Bill Sikes.

“Ther;e is no question of liking Fegin.

held against him.
Bumbles, he tied a weight to a parcel contamlug the thmgs
and throw it mto the river that was flowing by.

Once this was done the Bumbles left the place qulckly
;Who was a greater villain Fagm or Monks? ‘
both were

them. Both cared for wealth and wealth only. To both of
them the means of gaining wealth did not matter. Both had

. the same qualities like the two sides of a coin. Birdsofa

feather flock together ; so both got together and carried
‘The only difference was that while
Fagin harmed many. and presided over many crimes with
the help of an evil gang, Monks was only bent on’ rummg
Oliver with Fagin’s aid. To me, both are vulgar, mean,
wncked criminal and worse in every way.

Who was the most dangerous character in Fagm’s gang ?

He was the villain in this novel. He was

a scasoned scoundrel; a dare-devﬂ It was he who caught ‘
and took Oliver back to Fagin, it was he who planned the
robbery; it was he who brought a lot of suffering and pain
to poor Oliver; again it was he who without any merey

killed ‘Nancy, his mlstress

In the end, he dled most mlSerably in the nmnmg noose
he himself had put not knowing that it was to end his mnsern‘
able life in earth!

Whom do you like hetter—»Fag?n or Nahey? )
Give reasons for yb‘»uf ‘ansmn

He had not even an
‘Even lower creatures like
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ounce of humanity in him,



. ""anlmals ‘are better.

 to Nancy.

persons like Miss Rose who cared for the good of others,
~ ;Thls only reveals how and why girls like her took to a ht’e ,
of « cnmo '

L2

without love, a home, friends or well-wishers.
in her life when she felt sorry for all her acts of sin. She
was full of sorrow for having taken back poor, innocent
Oliver to Fagin. When she came to know the evil designs of

~ Fagin and Monks, she went to tell Miss Rose all about it.
Again at the risk of her life, she met Miss Rose and Mr
‘Brownlow at midnight at tho London Bridge.

Fagm’s only mterest in hfo was to make money and more
money by making use of wayward youth, He was a socral
and moral cancer that paved the way to evxls of all sorts.

~ Nancy was entlrely a dlﬁ'erent person. She got into hls |

She was one like Oliver
A time came

gang by force of circumstances.

In her meeting Wlth Miss Rose for the first time she sald that

society would have been a better place if there were more

By every standard Nancy was a million times abetter ’

character, more human and more loveable than Fagin or

other shady or evil characters in the novel like Monks or

Sikes or the Bumbles and others.

If pot for Nancy. Oliver would have ended miserably. If‘f,"f
_not for her, Miss Rose or Mr Brownlow could not have
tescued Oliver or restored him to his rightful place

Nancy was definitely great Her death moves us to tears but

not the ond of Fagm We rejmce at it.

Descmbe how Monks was ‘made to cont’e‘ss‘?’. By whom?,f,‘

Where ?

’ (Read Chap n Para Oue)

s

; Fagin was a picture of all that was
:cruel and w1cked in human nature. He wa?sfno;comparison

_ daughter of a retired naval officer.
father in Rome and the greed of Monks, his half - brother, by

' support her.

v ollver's Mother

. of her as one more poor lady born to suffer and die.

THE CHARACTERS IN THE NQVEL

,OLIVER TWIST

Oliver Twist is the hero or the main character of the novel
He attracts our interest throughout ‘the story. Our total syms
pathy go to him. We have a share in all his misery. All his
sufferings are due to the inhumanity of man and women who
are still found in plenty in our society.
Edwm Lesford by his second ‘marriage to Agnas Fleming, the
The untimely death of his

his father's first marriage were the prime causes of all his
sufferings. Oliver had seen neither his father nor his mother
After her husband Edwin Leaford’s death, she had none to
She became helpless and found herself in a poor
house where she gave birth to Ohver Soon after dehve.mg

) Olwer, she died. Thus began the misery of Oliver wha from

the poor house went to live and work in a work house From‘
the work house, he went to work in an undertakers shop.

From there he ran away to London where he fell into an evil

His half- brother Monks tried all his best ‘

gang under a dJew.
Luckily for

to make him a thief and to hide all his identities.

 Oliver, his chance meeting of Mr Brownlow, Mrs iMayiie and

Miss Rose helped to rescue hm from alf evuls and from tha

‘, dirty desngns of his half-brother Moanks and cruel Jsw Fagin.
Oliver owed everything to Mr Brownlow for getting back to a
 happy life after years of suffering and became an adopted son
,of Mr B: ownlow.

 We think
We think
that she had no good character. She dies after giving birth. to

As the story begms, we know little of thls Iady

5 Oliver. But as the story of Oliver begins to unfold, we find that
‘ she nsalady of qualtty, that her name is Agnes Flemmg, that‘

Hs was the son of',‘,,‘;""



" miserably.

o

she is the daughter of a retired naval officer; that she is
| beautrful and is the second wife of Oliver s father, i Edwin
‘ Leeford ‘ §

/She had aII the details with her which she passed on to
. her nurse at the poor house before her death. Monks had got
“all the records of her from the work house with the help of Mr
L and Mrs Bumble and had them destroyed or gave them to Fagin
for safe-keepmg ‘Truths cannot be suppressed for long. )

Mr Brownlow had got at them so very tactfutly Even What

 secret records Fagin had, he passed them all to Mr Brownlow
just before hls death. L 4 |

Mr Brownlow

‘ He was the embodlment of a perfect Engllsh gentleman
If not for Mr Brownlow, we fear, Oliver would have ended up

(Infact, the original edition has it that Mr Brownlow
~ was to marry Oliver’s father’s sister but he could not marry her

as she had died before marriage). It was Oliver's good luck
that took hrm with the Artful Dodger on a pick-pocketing mission.

Although it was the Artful Dodger who stole Mr. Brownlow's
_ handkerchief it was Oliver who had been caught, taken to
courts and released later on the evidence of the Bookssellerwtff
Mr Brownlow then took him with him to his home. Thus began
Oliver‘s association with Mr Brownlow. Although Oliver got
kidnapped again by Bill Sikes and Nancy, he got back to him
_ after the attempted robbery of the home of Mrs Mayliel

 If was Mr Brownlow who with information got from Nancy
traced Monks and restored Oliver to his rightful place. He, then,
‘adopted hrm as his son. Mr Brownlow was an example of a
pertect. man, honest, truthful and went through many hurdles to
restore Oliver to his rightful place and made Monks to confess
all his guilt and evil designs. To Oliver, therefore, Mr Brownlow
was a guardian-angel. n b :

Mr Bumble
He was an official in the workhouse.
‘and unsympathetic by nature.

He was very cruel
He belonged to that class of

' of the money for herseif.

~ under him.

He had
He had a wrfe who

peopie who lived and enjoyed on the mrsery of others
no feelings for the poor or the unfortunate.

‘was exactly like him. He often quarrelled with his wife. His

domestic life was bitter and sad; Oliver was sent out of the

workshop to work for an undertaker because of Mr Bumble Mr

Bumble could do anything for money. Hence Monks used him
well to get at all the secrets of Oliver. In the end he lost his
jobs at the workhouse He himself became a pauper and an

mmate of workhouse where he was once its master.

Mrs Bumble

' She was in every sense like Mr Bumble ; perhaps v‘r,rorse.‘
She was equally cruel as Mr Bumble. She could be made to do
anything for money After she quarrelled with Mr Bumble their

. married life was a miserable one. She knew all the secrets of

Ollver She got from the woman who had nursed Oliver's
mother a ring and a locket with a lock of halr. Both the ring
and the locket helped to identify Oliver and his mother. Monks ‘
had got bhoth from Mrs Bumble by giving her some |o|d and he
threw them into the river. Like her husband, she had an un-
happy end in life and spent her last days as a pauper in the

‘workhouse where she was once a mlstress

‘ Mrs Mann

She was the lady-in-charge of the poor house where Oliver
was born. She was a heartless woman. Sho little cared for the
children in her charge. She did not spend the money given to
her by the parish board to run the poorhouse. She took much
She ili-treated and under-fed the
children. Outwardly she put on a show as if she was quite tond
of her charges. She was as cruel and unkind as Mr and Mrs
Bumble.

. Mr sowerberry

‘He took Oliver as an apprentice
He to had no feeling. He treated Oliver unkindly

3l

- He was an undertaker.



‘ He believad what hus wife had said and hltOElver He was a
‘ wicked employer g

. Mrs Sowerberry

She was the wife of the undertaker. She was more in-
: human than her husband. Her actions causad Oliver a lot of
‘ ‘mls‘ery She had got her husband and Mr Bumble to hit Oliver
unreasonably. This made Oliver to run away from the under-
 taker's shop.

(Nﬁoahf Claypole

_ He was a minor character in the story. He had no c‘haracter. ‘
He was a worker in the undertaker’s shop. He had a passion for
teasing Oliver. He called him names. He abused him as a
poor house lad. He teased Oliver and his mother. He cailed
Oliver’s mother an Immoral lady. Oliver could not bear him call
his mother that way Hence one day Oliver gave him a few
blows and that resulted in Oliver having been punished and
locked up in ‘@ room by Mr Sowerberry.

Noah Claypole was no match to Oliver in any way.

Charlotte

She was a servant to Mrs Sowerberry. She was a dirty
girl. She was friendly with Noah Claypole. Both together made =
Oliver's life very miserable at the undertaker’s shop. She'aiways;“‘?f‘
took the side of Noah Claypole in any quaire!s with Oliver,

The Arful D odger

His real name was Jack Dawkins. He was a key member
of Fagin’s gang. He was a clever pick=pocket. It was he who
_took Oliver to Fagin and his evil gang. He had done a lot of
crime. Every time he committed a theft or crime, he went Scot-
free. As with all crlmmals, he was arrested in the end and

was sent to jail.

a2

Fagm i
He was a Jew.

He was a master-cook. He was a picture of all that was
unhuman and wicked. He had a gang of notorious boys and
girls. He trained and used them to pick the pockets of people.
His house provided shelter for all the thieves. They were

- paid regularly for their acts of thieving, stealing or pick-pocket-

ing. All the shady characters like Jack Dawkins, Bill Sikes,
Toby Crackit, Charlie Bates and Nancy were under his grip and

he got them to do anything he wanted. Ever poor Oliver

was taken to him by the Artful Dodger where Ollver ‘had many
bitter experiences. ‘

Monks, half brother of Oliver had used Fagin to turn
Oliver into a thief. ‘ ‘ o

" Towards the end Fagin was arrested for his many crimes

. and wss sentenced to death, Such was the end of a very

wicked man.

Bill Sikes

He was a scoundrel : the villain in the story ; a hardened
criminal : a dare devil. He kept Nancy as his mistress, treated
her most cruelly and at last killed her for what she did to
reveal to Miss Rose and Mr Brownlow about the unfortunate
plight of Oliver and the evil designs of Monks. ‘

It was Bill Sikes who tracked down Oliver from Brownlow 8
home and fook him back to Fagin. A i

it was also Bill Sikes who planned the rdbber‘y’ of the
home of Mrs Maylie which failed.

With the failure of his robbery, the life and fortunes of

. Bill Sikes began to topple down.

Wlth his murder of Nancy, her ghost began to haunt h|m
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Bill Srkes was now wanted by the Police. He was ‘trying

to get away from the arm of the Law. So, he went to a house
~ of his friends to seek refuge. But all his efforts failed and he
met his death in a noose that he himself had made in hls
attempt to jump off from the house where he was hldlng He
‘ sowed ‘the wind and reaped the whirl wind.

~ Her life was the story of a good girl who got spoilt by

‘getting into a bad company. Perhaps, society was the cause :

for her plight. This was clear from what she had told Miss
‘Rose that girls like her would not have taken to evil ways lf ;

i there had been persons like Miss Rose!

Nancy was a member of Fagm s gang and a mistress of

Blll Slkee. She had another girl companion too by the name
' Bet, ‘ L r ‘
~ Nancy was not-trle‘ated well by‘ Sikes.
want to desert him.

Still, she idid inot |

She regretted within herself for having brought back Oliver.

- Hence she met Miss Rose and told her all she knew of Oliver’s
plight and how 'a person like Monks was out to harm him.

Thereafter she met both Miss Rose M:ylie

‘and Fagin.

the details of Monks and his sinister schemes.
‘paid dearly losing her life for her
. Nancy was indeed a very excellent characler.
are with her.

charlie Bates

He too belonged to Fagin’s gang.
skilful as the Dodger or Bill Sikes.
the spy.
‘ 'strange mrdnight visits.

e

and Mr
Brownlow on the London Bridge and gave full detaiis of Monks
If not for her Mr Brownlow could not have got all
Poor girl Nancy
efforts to save Oliver.
Our sympathies

But he was not that
It was he who acted as
‘He was used by Fagin to spy on Nancy on her
He tollowed Nancy, unseen and un-\‘

“"‘gathered out that Bill Sikes was in the house

one who went before him on any charge
' punishment.

0 kerchret

:’ ‘boy, dishonest, shy,

hid. hrmself close to Nancy, Mrss Rose and Mr !

‘ nohced "
‘Brownlow, heard all that she had told them and reported back
to Fagin.

It was his spying that brought about Nancys mur-

| ‘;der by Bill Stkes

‘ Charlle Bates was deeply grieved when he came to know

of Nancys murder. When he met Sikes for the last time, he‘ |
' hated his very sight and sald that if only he had known he
would kill her, he would not have toId all that he had seen ot‘,‘,‘,,

and heard fl'om Nancy '

‘He revealed his anger by crying out to the crowd that had
it was this

cry from Bates that made Sikes to jump out of the house‘ ’
and caused his death. :

Charlie Bates was after all not that bad as the Dodger or

~ Sikes. The circumstances in which he was placed made hrm‘

take to that bad way ot Ilte and living.

In the end, he gave up h|s past life and became a farm

Jabourer and ended up well as a farmer in Northamptonshire ;,

Mr Fang

He was of a convicting type. No
rarely escaped
He was about to convict Oliver when the book-
shop owner ran into the courts and swore that it was nof

; He was a Magrstrate

" Oliver but another boy who had stolen the gentleman’s hand- |
This is to the credit of British Justlce that |t acted‘ ‘

on evrd ence.

Mr Grtmwrg

' He was a trusted friend of Mr Brownlow. But unlike Mr
Brown!ow he had a biased or prejudiced outlook. He always
dlscredlted the beliefs of others. To him, Oliver was a bad
cunning and not trustworthy.
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Browntow always drsagreed with him on such matters although
he was hrs friend.

‘ In short Mr Grimwig was a peculiar man. He always,

‘ ‘be'lreved that it was not Oliver who had come back !

L ‘Monks

ere Brll Sikes,, E‘tonks was a wrcked man. The only‘good
thing about him was that he was the son of Mr Edwin Leeford
by his first ‘marriage Hence, he is a half, brother of Oliver
~ He did not like Oliver at all. He was all out to make Oliver a
bad boy. His only reason was his greed to take all his father’s
- wealth to him. Hence he went all out to remove, erase or

destroy all signs, proofs or records that showed Oliver was in

fact, his half - brother. He ‘used hrs wealth and influence on

Fagin to turn Oliver into a thief or a pick-pocket or something ‘}
worse. Thanks to Nancy, all his evil designs were brought to
the notice of Mr Brownlow and Miss Rose Maylie. Mr Brownlow
did everything possible in his power, made Monks confess and
declare everything before witnesses and got Oliver's full share

from him.

Besides, Mr Brownlow also made Monks leave the country. L
He went to America. There he ran through all his wealth, |

took to a life of .crime, ended up in prison and died there.

His Irfe rs an example of the saying ‘ You reap what
\you sow ; ; /

. Miss Rose ‘Maylie

She was a beautiful girl, very kind and warm hearted
She was lntroduced to the reader as a niece of Mrs Maylie.

servants.
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Both aunt and niece led a guiet and happy life Wrth therr

ring the nrght taking with him ' Oliver and Toby Crackit.
uring the attempted robbery, Oliver got wounded ; the others
_ran leaving Oliver behind in a ditch. The following mornmgr ‘
| Oliver limped to the door - step of the very house where the
i _robbery was attempted the previous night i

u‘z tt was in their home that Bill Sikes attempted ;a robbery ‘
d

i Miss Rose and Mrs Maylle took pity on hrm and drd every- .
_ thing possible with the help of a doctor to bring him back
to normal health. ‘ L

‘The meeting of Miss Rose with Mr Brownlow regardlng
| Oliver’s future revealed that Miss Rose, was after all, Oliver’s
. mother's younger sister. Miss Rose was adopted like a
| daughter after her parent’s death by Mrs Maylie.

t‘ " Thus Rose was in fact Oliver’s aunt. This drscovery made
. all very happy and brought about a wonderful reunion. Miss
Rose married Mrs Maylie’s son, Mr Harry Maylie, a Clergyman
and lived happily ever after. L r

Mrs Maylie

~ She was the aunt of Miss Rose. She was a kind lady
. who took in wounded Oliver into her house and nursed him
| back to health. She was so keen that Oliver must regain his i
. health that she got down Dr Losberne to treat him well. She
was indeed a great lady who found a lot of pleasure in serving ‘
others.

'Miss Rose too was an orphan whom she adepted with
‘good care and love as her own child. Mrs Maylie was an
exceptional lady of excellent qualities. ‘

Dr Losberne

Like all else, he was a great man. He was not only a
friend but a famrty doctor of the Mayllos He treated Oliver
who was seriously ill and later became a well wrsher of Olwer ~
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