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APersonal Message from MP Rathika Sitsabaiesan
Vanakkam,

{ am thrilled to learn that Tamil Canadian community elders
have come together to congratulate and celebrate Mr. S.
Rajaratnam for a life dedicated to the Tamil Canadian
community. Mr. Rajaratnam's unrelenting efforts to better
the life of his fellow Canadians, his sense of social justice,
and his leadership role in many community initiatives
deserve to be celebrated so that they can be emulated by
young Canadians.

| am one among the many Canadian youth of Tamil heritage
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who benefitted from the pioneering work tirelessly
undertaken by Mr. Rajaratnam throughout the years.

| first came to know him as a family friend. However, | soon
found myself learning Bharatha natyam, the classical dance
of my ancestors, and Tamil, the language of my ancestors, at
the Academy of Tamil Arts and Technology, an institution
founded and run by him with the help of a group of dedicated
volunteers.

The 'Academy’, as we students liked to refer to it, was
instrumental in ensuring that hundreds of young Canadians
of Tamil heritage were able to stay connected to our roots.
The Academy instilled in its students a sense of social
responsibility, a sense of duty to fellow human beings, and a
sense of pride for our identity.

The many opportunities we were granted to perform in public
and do volunteer work further honed our leadership skills
and encouraged us to dream of changing the world for the



better one stepatatime.

The many achievements of Mr. Rajaratnam are a testament to
Ganada's multiculturalism at work. For, he did not achieve
what he achieved in a vacuum. Rather, he achieved it by
rallying like-minded people around him, by reaching across
communities and collaborating with other Canadian
communities for mutual benefit, and by convincing the
unconvinced that a benefit for the community is a benefit for
every individual within that community.

He is a leader who dreamed big and had the courage of his
conviction to make others believe dreams.

As someone who has personally benefitted from his selfless
work, | thank him for everything he has done to benefit the
lives of Canadians in general and Tamil Ganadians in
particular.

While | congratulate him on his past achievements, | am
encouraged to see him continue his work with the same vigor

and sense of urgency as when he started.

Though we have come a long way, we cannot yet rest on our
laurels, for we have much to do before we can rest. Robert
Frost spoke for us all when he said:

“The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But | have promises to keep,

And miles to go before | sleep,

And miles to go before | sleep”

Sincerely,

@Mw

Rathika Sitsabaiesan, MP
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