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“When you educate a man
You educate an individual
But when you educate a woman
You educate a family
And thereby the entire society”

- The Founder



10&HST 101 1D BoTopIssT STy suTPFs &60 Q¥ FuTs0
uufipd Rupp SHhFFuwr g — 1928

i smdHe wreelut b cups 2L, Heeveurfis @&H@L.@mm.
siyd, Qun'® wadusubenp QeTp oL 916501 (6THL_ 60T @ULTL--G]U
unié 16 Qaneieneomd. 1928 @b oL BLosew DIDILSIS6ED &L L
Qu(mburgid @y ST @)HbSNS6i  6T&I D6
BLLYEISDGHE SaILLOTGSSTE B)(H S GLD.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



IN THE EYES OF OUR GUESTS

(Gleanings from the Visitors’ Book)

“A College conducted on National lines” May 5™ 1954
- C.W.W. Kannangara,
Chairman, Commission on Higher Education in National Languages.

“The Country may well be proud of this National Institution”
- L.H. Methananda, Principal, Ananda College

“Wonderful work is being done here”
- Prof. A.W. Mailwaganam, University of Ceylon
July 30", 1954
“An inspiring Institution”
- J.R. Jayawardane
January 1%, 1955
“There’s a fine mixture of what is best in the past and the present”
- Ragunathar Dayal Misra, Amosiya Haekale
Radharaman, N.R. Maikam
(Members of the Indian Parliament)
March 21%, 1955
“This College embodies a great name in Ceylon’s recent History and is being worthily carried on
by a devoted hand of workers who are doing most useful work for women’s education on the
right lines.”
- Sri Prakasa, Governor of Madras
June 14", 1956
“I have seen this College in which religion forms the moral force of knowledge”

- S. D. De Teritis, Bahasa, Indonesia
October 1st, 1956
“A truly great Institution, preparing a young girl for her future life, an institution as it should be
doing some solid nation building”
- A.P. Jayasuriya, Minister of Home Affairs
February 22" 1960
“We shall remember our visit to this College, which has been our first introduction to the beauty
and grace of Ceylon”
- Ruth and Paul Sinker, British Council, London
Auguat 28", 1961
“Ramanathan College deserves to be raised to the status of a Cultural University to promote
Tamil Language, Tamil Culture and Hindu Philosophy.”
- Badiudin Mahamud, Minister of Education and Broadcasting
July 23", 1965
“A renewed Joy to visit Ramanathan College again and find that the traditional standards of Joy
in art are being maintained. We have been speaking about Florence Fair Emery, the 1** Principal
of Ramanathan College, who was one of the early Collaborators with years in the Irish National
Theatre”
- Robert K. Brady, British Council
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September 14", 1965
“May you prosper and your lovely girls grow into more lovely womanhood”
- Mrs. Ananda Coomaraswamy
Wife of the Great Savant of Arts Dr. Ananda Coomaraswamy.
July 29", 1967
“I have been given this book in the course of a ballet acted by the School girls. I must say the
whole get up, the acting and the singing reached an exceptionally high standard and augurs well
for the culture of the Tamil race.
- V. Manicavasagar, Puisne Judge
June 15", 1968
«A Model Institution and an Ideal Centre of Siddhanta Culture.”
- Yogi Suddhanandha Bharati
September 10", 1968
“Qir. Ponnambalam Ramanathan’s extraordinary foresight has provided J affna with the best
possible means of preserving the Tamil Culture through the education of girls.”
- A. Subbiah
October 7™, 1968
“May God bless the institution with the power of proving itself the Centre of strolling
Motherhood which is so much wanted all over the world.”
- Swami Thilak
October 21, 1970
“Highly impressed by the work and activities of this institution.”
- Tudawe, Jr. Minister of Education
July 26", 1974
“Impressed by the high standard of Management and the level of prowess reached by the
Students in Cultural attainments.”
- Peter Kueneman, Minister of Housing and Construction
October 6", 1974
“The premier and largest Hindu Girls” School conceived, built and managed by Sir. P.
Ramanathan during his life time. It has helped to preserve and foster the Culture of the Tamil
Community.”
- Srimavo R. D. Bandaranayake, Prime Minister.

November 20", 1974
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October 31%, 1975

“This institution reminds us of its great founder and the ideals that he stood for.”
- Premadasa Udagama, Secretary, Ministry of Education

| December 12", 1977
« A College founded by the foremost National Leader of the 20" Century. It is serving a Noble
cause.”
- Dr. S. Vithyananthan, President, Jaffna Campus, University of Sri Lanka.

January 28", 1978

“To visit Ramanathan College was a pilgrimage. The memory of Sir. Ponnambalam
Ramanathan remains here in surroundings redolent with his associations. His ideas for the
formation of the character of our future mothers, for the learning they should acquire and the
Culture and religious values they should imbibe continue to be realized.”
- Nisanka Wijayaratne, Minister of Education
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May 18", 1979
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November 25", 1980
“One of the strengths of Sri Lanka is its educational system and it has been inspiring to see the
quality of one of the country’s best educational institutions, Ramanathan College.”
- Donald. R. Teussant, U.S.A Ambassador in Ceylon.

March 5", 1987
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N. S. SENATHIRAJAH ASSOCIATES
NALLA SENATHIRAJAH, Ph.D, M.LC.P.

Planning and Social Research Consultant

FELICITATION

Ramanathan College has been the premier institution for Hindu girls in Jaffna for
several decades. The glory of Ramanathan College issues from the clear vision of
its founder, Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan who was a philosopher, statesman and
above all an educator. Many of the Ramanathan College old students are
scattered throughout the world; Canada, U.S.A., India, Australia, European
countries, in a world which is fast shrinking and becoming a ‘global village’.
They contribute in full measure to preserve, develop and enhance Hindu religious
awareness, Hindu traditions and culture. These students receive an integrated
education that emphasized both acquiring knowledge and the wherewithal for
leading a noble and good life.

One of the great traditions of the students of Ramanathan College is to know their
“Temple of Learning”, the Alma Mater, as they know their mothers. In Toronto
the Old Girls’ Association was established 10 years ago. It provided the major
motivation for the creation of a bond and a network supporting the manifestation
of the vision of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan among the future generations.

While congratulating the efforts of dedicated alumni in their endeavour to share
knowledge and details of activities and contributions of the members of the
Association, through this Souvenir, I invoke the blessings of Lord Natarajah, the
presiding deity at Ramanathan College Temple for the continuation of education
of our girls based on the solid principles implicitly enunciated by its beloved
Founder, Sir Pon. Ramanathan..

Dr. Nalla Senathirajah

Former Patron
Ramanathan Old Girls’ Association, Canada
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RAMANATHAN COLLEGE OLD GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION
JAFFNA

Mrs. G. Appudurai
Secretary. Ramanathan College Old Girls’ Association, Jaffna

It is indeed our pleasure to furnish a report to the President of Ramanathan College Old Girls’
Association, Canada Branch.

The Association was dormant for a certain period. In 1980 the then President Mrs. R Rajaratnam revived
it and was functional till 1983 February, the month of her retirement. Her love and devotion to the
Institution continues even now and this deserves to be in print. From 1983 to 1986 Mrs. Puvaneswary
Satchitanandam continued to be the President of the Association. Her dedication in service to the
motherland is still continuing from her foster country. In our regular monthly meetings, her composition,
the Association Song, is sung. Mrs. Gnaneswary Somasundaram was President in 1986. She too took an
active part in the activities of the Association. During her tenure, membership and life members
increased. Mrs. Srimathy Kumaraswamy took over in 1988. Activities of the Association were minimal
in view of the prevailing conditions in Jaffna. In 1990 Mrs. M . Thiruchittampalam took reigns. Still this
situation continued to be the same. When Mrs. Ananthy Sivagnanasundaram took over, the situation in
Jaffna was slightly better.

A calamity beyond human comprehension affected the Institution. An unprecedented setback to the
College was witnessed. In 1996 June resettlement took place very slowly. Desks and chairs had been
broken; classrooms were damaged. Children from fifteen displaced schools were sheltered in the
available space. Naturally, education had to take second place to the immediate needs of the people
around.

In this critical situation, Mrs. Ananthy Sivagnanasuntharam strived to revive the Association which had
no bank balance and had lost all its active members. Membership at inception was Rs. 12/= which rose
to Rs. 15 Rs. 25 and now it is Rs.50. The life membership fee rose from Rs. 100 to Rs. 250.

The Association had to take over the responsibility of conducting poojas at the Ramanathan Samadhi for
a short period. This was met from funds collected from teachers’ pay roll. Whenever there is an
emergency the association lends a helping hand. Even temporary English/Music teachers’ salaries are
partly met by the Association. The Hall that was built in 1965 was damaged by war. In 1997 the Hall
was the immediate priority for the school. The Old Girls” Association of Sydney, Australia financed the
renovation of the hall. The gate and the arch were replaced through the funds provided by the Old Girls’
Association of Toronto, Canada.

Along with Sir Pon Ramanthan’s. Guru pooja Celebrations the Annual General Meeting of the
Association was also held. On this occasion we paid homage to late Mrs. Saratha Naganathan who served
as Joint Secretary for a few years from 1980. It may be mentioned that the Treasurer and the Committee
members are mostly elected annually. But the Secretary is elected to serve for a longer period.

We are glad that the Old Girls® Association in Canada is celebrating the Guru Pooja of the Founder in an

elaborate manner this year and we convey best wishes. 1 am personally thankful for the opportunity
given to share some details of our activities here.

G. Appudurai (Guhananthanayaki)
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RAMANATHAN COLLEGE OLD GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

MESSAGE

Mrs. P. Pasupati
President,

RCOGA, Sydney, Australia.

The Ramanathan College Old Girls Association, Sydney Branch, was founded in 1996 by a few
keen old girls. We have now a fairly large number of members but we do not have among us a
significant number of retired teachers nor even a single former principal. With the initiative of a
few active members a cultural show and dinner is organized every year, usually well
attended. We have a get-together in the year if the dinner or the Cultural show fails to
materialize.

The Jaffna O. G. A. appealed to us for funds to renovate the college buildings which were
damaged due to the bombing and not repaired due to financial constraints. Our association was
able to collect Australian dollars $2,690. They informed us that they renovated the main
auditorium with the money. We are hoping to collect more funds for our college.

We had a meeting in 1999 in memory of our late vice-principal and a devoted teacher for
three decades, Miss Manoranjitham Arumugam. This was well attended. At our last year’s
cultural show and dinner we honoured Mrs. Malini Rasanayakam, an old girl of our college and
also the daughter of an alumnus, following the Australian Government awarding her “The Order
of Australia” for the keen and inspiring social work she did for the community.

This association and I personally thank Mrs. Y. Rajaratnam, retired principal of Ramanathan

College, the present president of the Ramanathan College Old Girls’ Association — Canada, for
giving us the opportunity to share with you details of activities of our association in Australia.

P. Pasupathi (Punitham)
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Miss . P. Arumugam

Retired Principal of Vembadi Girls College, Jaffna &
an old girl of Ramanathan College

FELICITATION

We are proud to be old girls of Ramanathan College founded by Sir. Ponnambalam Ramanathan
who was referred to as “The greatest Ceylonese of all time”, by the first Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka, the Rt. Hon. D. S. Senanayake.

Sir. P. Ramanathan was of the strong belief that the function of a woman was not merely to
bring children into the world; it was much more than that. For him woman was, “the true
conservator, the guardian angel of a nation’s culture and the torch-bearer of a people’s
civilization”. He was sure that the intellectual, moral, and spiritual discipline she would
impart to her children in their impressionable years were of more enduring value than all
the subsequent training they would have. He declared that, when a man is educated it is an
individual that is educated; but when a woman is educated it is a whole family that is
educated.

Therefore, he founded the Ramanathan College first. He made it a point to have a temple
attached to the school. While providing for the learning of the usual subjects as per
curricula, he laid emphasis on the imparting of religious knowledge. He also insisted on
instruction in home science, music and fine arts to the pupils of his school. He wanted every
girl to have an all-round education to blossom into a young lady equipped to develop all her
abilities and talents.

Let us therefore keep these high ideals for which our school was founded, in mind, and help the
school to make the children who are being educated there to blossom into young women who
will imbibe and practice these high ideals for which Sir. Pon. Ramanathan had founded
Ramanathan College.

May I congratulate the Old Girls’ Association of Canada most heartily for continuing to serve
our school in ways possible to them, in spite of the thousands of miles that separate them from
the school.

May the Almighty guide the Principal and staff of Ramanathan College in all the activities they

are involved in and related to the education and welfare of the pupils there.

P. Arumugam (Pathmasany)
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Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan
An Outstanding Contribution to Nation Building

Prof. S. Thillainathan
Head, Department of Tamil and Hindu Culture
University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

Eelakesari, “the lion of Sri Lanka,” was the name of a newspaper published since June
1930, in Chunnakam, with the aim of creating a political and cultural awakening among the
Tamils of Sri Lanka. It was Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, a statesman, scholar and thinker who
indeed was referred to as the Eelakesari, and obviously the newspaper more than endorsed the
political stance of Sir. P. Ramanathan. This shows the esteem in which this illustrious leader who
fought vigorously for causes to which he was committed, was held by the people. His services
were remarkable in the fields of politics, education and culture, and he was revered by the
Sinhalese and Tamils alike.

Ramanathan was born in Colombo on the 16™ of April 1851 in a family from Manipay
that not only held a position of prominence in the political, intellectual and social life of the
country, but also was distinguished for valiant deeds and public benevolence. After being
educated at the Queen’s Academy (now Royal College) in Colombo and the Presidency College
in Madras, Ramanathan studied law and was sworn as an advocate of the Supreme Court in
1873. On entering the Bar, Ramanathan applied himself to a cautious study of legal enactments
and compiled the law reports so that the students in the profession will have a thorough and
incisive knowledge of the legal system practiced in Sri Lanka.

When his uncle Sir Muthucoomaraswamy who represented the Tamil speaking peoples of
the country in the Legislative Council died in 1879, many prominent Tamils appealed to
Ramanathan to serve in the legislature. When he agreed to this proposal, his brother-in-law, an
eminent advocate Christopher Brito came forward in contest. It was during this time the foremost
pioneer of Hindu resurgence in Sri Lanka of late 19™ century, Arumuka Navalar hailed by
Ramanathan as the champion reformer of the Hindus came out openly and enthusiastically in
support of Ramanathan. Finally Ramanathan at the age of 28 was nominated by the Governor to
represent the Tamil speaking peoples.

From that time and until 1892 when he took up the post of Solicitor-General,
Ramanathan served in the Legislative Council. Again in 1911 he was elected as the
representative of the educated Ceylonese. While being a member of the Legislative Council, he
meticulously studied every question that came up for debate or discussion. The Ceylon Hansard
bears ample testimony to his qualifications and efficacy as a councillor. His criticisms were
always constructive and never personal. Certain authors refer to the half-century that preceded
the Donoughmore Reforms of 1931 in the political history of Sri Lanka as the Age of
Ramanathan.

As the solicitor-General for fourteen years from December 1892, Ramanathan rendered
yeoman service to the cause of justice and the enhancement of the intellectual and moral tone of
the judiciary. It was during this period that certain anomalies and drawbacks in the laws of
Thesavalamai which led to serious abuses were rectified by him. While holding the office of
Solicitor-General, he also filled the high office of Attorney - General thrice.
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When he felt that he could not do much good to the people while holding office, he
decided to retire from the service of the Government and dedicated the rest of his life to the
education of his countrymen, by writing books and delivering lectures. He already had a great
reputation as an author in Sri Lanka and abroad. In 1905 he received an invitation from
NewYork to deliver lectures on the abstruse problems of life. Ramanathan obtained one year’s
leave in preparation for retirement and proceeded to America where he was most warmly
welcomed. His work for the most part was among teachers and students and intellectuals of
universities and other educational institutions. During his travel in the U.S.A, Ramanathan
continued the mission of Swami Vivekananda who attended the Parliament of Religions in
Chicago in 1893. He made a profound impression in the minds of American audiences and the
eminent American lawyer Myron H. Phelps who hosted Swami Vivekananda, acclaimed
Ramanathan as ‘the most spiritually illuminating teacher.’

On his return home in June 1906, he was again invited to return to public life, and to
breathe new life into the Ceylon National Association which he helped to found. In the course of
throe years he did much to elevate the quality of public life in the country and he toiled hard with
other leading men to accomplish the Reform of the Legislative Council. And when Ceylon
prepared to go to the polls for the first time on December 13, 1911 to elect an educated
Ceylonese representative to the newly constituted Legislative Council, Ramanathan was
requested by leaders of various communities to give his consent to be nominated for the seat.
The contest at this election was between Ramanathan and Marcus Fernando. Though
Ramanathan had a comfortable victory, this election, in the words of E.F.C. Ludowyk, “aroused
so much communal bitterness that they could hardly be the same after it.”

Ramanathan ‘had a universal mind’ as aptly assessed by K.P.S. Menon, and he loved his
people as well as the whole of humanity. He is described as the father of modern Ceylon
nationalism. But his nationalism was creative and wholesome, and neither self-centered nor
seeking the subjugation or abuse of weaker people. He strived hard to promote better
understanding and unity among the different communities. With the dream of laying the
foundation for an enlightened and united Sri Lanka he planned in 1890 to found national
Buddhist-Hindu Colleges. But the scheme did not materialize due to lack of cooperation from
some prominent Buddhist leaders.

Ramanathan’s contributions to the promotion of education were enormous. The two great
Hindu Colleges - Ramanathan College for girls and Parameshwara College for boys — were
planned and completed by him during his lifetime. Ramanathan’s aim was to provide sound
education to the Hindu girls and boys in a predominantly Hindu environment, and develop their
intellectual, moral and spiritual qualities. The Ramanathan College at Chunnakam for girls was
completed in June 1913 amidst fierce opposition and numerous obstacles. The Parameshwara
College for boys, constructed at Thirunelvely in Jaffna with a magnificent structure in August
1921, today houses the University of Jaffna. Ramanathan was one of the founders of the
University of Ceylon and the biggest hall of residence built at Peradeniya was named after him.

Ramanathan’s interest in religion was acquired from the members of his family. His
father, Ponnambala Mudaliyar, built the Ponnambalavaneshwarar temple at Kochchikade in
Colombo in 1856. Ramanathan dismantled the old brick building and constructed a new structure
of granite stone on the model of Dravidian architecture, employing architects and sculptors
brought from South India. The building of the temple was completed in 1912 and the
consecration ceremony was held in November, the same year.
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Ramanathan had a deep knowledge of the Hindu religion and philosophy. He interpreted
the doctrines of the Saiva Agamas and propagated Saiva Siddhanta locally and abroad. He also
published commentaries on Gospels of St. Mathew and St. John and on the Psalms based on the
perspective of Saiva Siddhanta. Arulparananda Swami of Tanjore who came in contact with
Ramanathan at the height of his political career, provided him with glimpses of Saiva Siddhanta
and Vedanta. This Sage had a profound influence in shaping the spiritual destiny of Ramanathan
and was accepted by him as his Guru. Ramanathan later gave his daughter Sivagamasundari in
marriage to his Guru’s grandson, S. Natesan.

An English lady, Miss. R.L. Harrison became Ramanathan’s disciple during his lecture
tour abroad and it was to her that he first expounded the basis of Saiva Siddhanta the Gospels of
St. Mathew and St. John. She later became fascinated by the Hindu religion and Tamil as a result
of association and dedicated herself to his service. Subsequently Ramanathan married her and
she became Lady Lilawati Ramanathan. They both built a small shrine for Murukan, the
Youthful God of the Tamils, at Kodaikanal in India.

Though an admirer of western learning and culture, Ramanathan, always stressed the
importance of fostering the national languages and indigenous cultures. He showed a keen
interest in the development of Tamil language, literature and traditional culture of the Tamils. He
published commentaries on Athisoodi, Thirukural Payiram and Bhagavad Gita in Tamil. He was
a great admirer of Thirukkural and acclaimed it as the highest experience of human genius and as
the property of all mankind.

By and large, Ramanathan was a man of grand ambitions and ideals which he pursued
steadfastly throughout his life. His life was one of long and ceaseless struggles. He faced
opposition and ridicule not only in politics but also in his mission of putting up temples of
learning and worship. But he courageously bestrode his world like a colossus. His life continues
to be an inspiration to all who treasure lofty ideals, public spirit, scholarship and culture.
Looking back at his contributions to mankind, one is reminded of the saying of a Tamil
Sangam poet Ilamperuvaluthi: “this world owes its existence to men who undertake
strenuous effort selflessly for the benefit of others.”
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Essence of Ramanathan’s Statesmanship

Richards Karunairajan

Ponnambalam Ramanathan was born in an affluent family in cosmopolitan Colombo a century and a
half ago. He grew into a determined young man, had his education at Royal College and early in his
career showed great promise as an advocate not only in the legal realms but also as one concerned for
the welfare of his fellow citizens, be they Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims, Malays or Burghers who consti-
tuted the island nation. ‘

He became an Appointed Member of the Legislative Council of Ceylon founded in 1833 at the very
young age of 28 especially by the standards of his time. His grandfather Gate-Mudaliyar Arumugam-
pillai Cumaraswamy first held this position from 1833, followed by his granduncle Edirimanasinghe
and finally his uncle, Sir Muthucumaraswamy. Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam was his equally illus-
trious brother and, the widely renowned non-politico scholar, Ananda Cumaraswamy was their first
cousin.

Ramanathan and Arunachalam played mutually supportive roles in public life for four decades. They
were the architects of the Ceylon National Congress that marked a crucial landmark in the politics of
the nation as the country moved into the 20th century. The name ‘Ceylon’ was adopted from the Dutch
‘Ceylan’ who borrowed it from Portuguese ‘Ceilos”; Lanka was the country’s traditional name that
goes back to centuries.

Considered an exemplary in the English Language and among the finest in any part of the world both
in the written and the spoken, Ramanathan was encouraged out of his retirement from public life to
contest the All Island Educated Ceylonese Seat in 1911.

This was the first time a Sri Lankan was extended such a privilege and only one citizen was allowed to
represent the entire country in the legislature following the new reforms. However, rooted in that par-
ticular election in which Ramanathan was popularly supported by the community without any racial
bias whatsoever, were the earliest seeds of dissensions that were to plague to Sri Lanka in the later
years. The concern here was based on the caste factor; in later years it was ethnic conflict that took the
stage.

The upper castes of the community, with landlordism being the strident and dominant force in the
country, feared that the election of a member of the lower caste would pose serious threats to the privi-
leged echelon of the nation. This was how Dr Marcus Fernando came to be defeated by Ramanathan in
December 1911. However, Ramanathan fully deserved his election on merit because he soon became a
champion of the people who were being subjected to a great deal of political harassment by the British
rulers. "

Ramanathan is particularly remembered for the way he handled the 1915 riots that was followed by
Martial Law in which many people, especially the Sinhalese suffered. Some of the leaders of the riots
were locked up and even shot without trial. Ramanathan braved the seas of the time with a world war
on and enemy submarines on the alert to present in person Ceylon’s treacherous situation to the British
authorities especially the seriousness of the Sinhala-Muslim riots that broke out at the same time.

On his victorious return after a successful intervention with Whitehall, he was honoured with a ride
from the Colombo jetty to his fashionable Sea Street residence with many leaders of the time pulling
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th.e chariot instead of horses. It was indeed a ride fit for a knight because by this time he had become
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, Knight Commander of Great Britain, its colonies and territories. His

brother Arunachalam was also knighted; such honours have been given to other members of his family
too.

In the legislature he was a fearless champion of the downtrodden and particularly fought against the
oppressive laws to which the Kandyan peasants were subjected to by the British authorities. In a bril-
liant maiden speech in the legislature, he relentlessly attacked a tough bill before it and succeeded in
pulling out some of the more repressive clauses. He had done the same with several other issues of na-
tional importance as well.

It has been said to the credit of Sir Pon Ramanathan that his advocacy helped to prevent a great deal of
damage to the integrity of the Ceylonese nation by the imperialist powers. History is sated with what
imperialists have done to nations like the Red Indians, Aztecs, Incas and the Aborigines. Ramanathan’s
political contribution with inspired support from his brother Arunachalam should be viewed in this
context with great pride.

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan should, however, be remembered even more for the social and educa-
tional changes he enthused and pioneered among his own community in North Sri Lanka. Even though
he belonged to the era of Vellala Landlordism and a social structure built around servitude of benevo-
lence with the active functioning of the caste system, he encouraged people from the labour communi-
ties to take to agriculture as farmers on lands obtained from crown properties. This vision of Ramana-
than materialized into what is today called the Ramanathan Trust, which oversees the interests of vast
tracks of highly developed agricultural lands in the Kilinochchi District.

Even in the field of education and fine arts, he was a pioneer in the community. Ramanathan College
for girls is a living tribute to this man’s foresight and along with it was founded the first ever school for
the fine arts, the Ramanathan Academy. In founding Parameshwara College, Ramanathan laid the cor-
ner stone for a future seat of higher learning for the Tamils. In 1975 this became the nucleus of the
University of Jaffna. It is unfortunate that in this development the Tamil community stood divided
when this great event could have become a unifying element for the educational leaders of the Tamils.

It was again the inspiration of Ramanathan that led to the setting up of institutions that helped the
needy such as a home for destitute children. It is a pity that often when Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan
is mentioned in any public address or feature, almost always the chariot ride from the Colombo Port
gets focused. As a student I only remembered him as the man who rode a chariot without horses and
wondered how he did it!

His contributions to the community especially to our Sinhalese brethren were such that he was referred
to as their Godfather. Don Stephen Senanayake, the first Prime Minister of Sri Lanka following the
country’s independence, referred to him as the greatest Ceylonese of all time. He was a leader of all the
people irrespective of race, religion, caste and gender and an example of a man who could never be

influenced to compromise on any issues of public interest if he took a stand convinced of the upright-

ness of his cause.
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DOWN THE MEMORY LANE

Mrs. Bhuvaneswary Shanmugalingam
Retired Teacher, Ramanathan College

As I recline in my sofa near the window admiring the scenic beauty of the distant hills my thoughts race
back to my school days — the golden period of one’s life. May Alma Mater still stand like a huge
monument of Hindu religion, culture and language withstanding the challenges of the on going war. It
was founded by Sir. Pon. Ramanathan “statesman, educationist and philanthropist”, whose lofty ideals are
followed to date by all students and teachers of that college. I am very proud to think that my student life

from primary education to University was spent there. Later I had the privilege to serve my school as a
teacher for 33 years.

I recall the magnanimity, goodness, culture and wisdom of those who were instrumental in building up
the institution. Though I have heard and read much about our founder I was unfortunate not to have met
him because he had passed away when | was three years old. Even in my child-hood I used to admire his
iife-size photograph in the college hall and his majestic statue in front of the old house of parliament in
Colombo.

It was with the view of promoting all that was best in the Hindu religion, Tamil culture and Tamil
Language that he founded two Institutions — He was a great Tamil soul who did so much to foster our
language and religion for posterity. His statesmanship was acknowledged even by his British rivals of his
time. After his death in 1930 his wife, Lady Ramanathan took up the responsibility of managing his estate
as well as the school.

Lady Ramanathan:

I remember Lady Ramanathan in her seventies, managing the college, single-handed, with strict dicipline,
but kind at heart. She never swerved an iota from her husband’s ideals, though she was a foreigner by
birth, religion, language and culture. She always referred to her husband as “My Master”. The first time I
met Lady Ramanathan on the day of my admission to her college I was reminded of the verses of the
great poet Bharathiyar :

“Bibihe meeen GHT OlEmewiL  LTTeneuLL|D
Blevdled WINTEGLD DiehaTsH GbMlBEbLD
HbTHs EHrard 0FmHGD SBUUSTE ..........
GEFeND DTS SHBLOLjeN HEOemEOWITLD,”

She too was a great educationist, philanthropist and artist, who had written and translated many books, a
few of which 1 have read. I can still picture in my mind her beautiful paintings that adorned the walls of
her Bungalow.

Recognizing her vast knowledge and service to the country she adopted, the then University of Ceylon
conferred an honorary degree of L.L.D, on her. I was a teenager reading in Form 11 when she was
accorded a grand reception on her return to her residence, after receiving the honour from the University.
Even in her eighties she used to supervise the entire school and its campus on a wheel chair, wishing
everyone “Namaskaram” by joining her palms together, in our traditional way.

Her Son-in-law, Senator S. Natesan acknowledged her gratitude and devotion to Sir. Pon. Ramanathan,
on the occasion of a Founders Day Celebration, by quoting saint Appar’s devotional song,

“(UpeSTaD SieIEIenL Wl BT GalLmei

wiidd) SeualheGD cuewienid GHLtAiby Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



and compared her love towards her husband to that of the soul (Jeevathma) yearning to merge with the
Paramathma (God Almighty). Later he requested the dance teacher to teach Abhinaya for that song,
which was performed on stage, in the following year’s celebrations.

Senator S. Natesen

I remember Mr. Natesan with gratitude and admiration because he was my revered Guru and ideal
teacher. He taught me Sangam literature in my degree class in which all his students would hang on to
his lips while he lectured. My memory is still green with anecdotes and narratives of literary value

which he shared with his students. Sir. Pon. Ramanathan chose him as his son-in —law after submitting
him to many tests and trials of which the latter used to speak of, long after Sir. Pon. Ramanathan passed
away.

After Lady Ramanathan’s death, it was Mr. Natesan who managed the school until it was taken over by
the Government in 1964. He too was a great scholar, true saivite and a statesman. He wrote several books
the last of which was “s@homer Geuewiun” released at the Annamalai University in the presence of
veteran Tamil Scholors of South India, a few years before his death. I am happy to recollect reading this
book and teaching a chapter from it to my students. He was so attached to his wife that when she passed
away he couldn’t get over the sorrow for months. He wept, expressing his love and gratitude towards her
in the identical words of devotion meant for “Ambal”. “eeveomid Sieueil HHsd Gaeveud”. His wife,

the daughter of Sir. Pon. Ramanathan was innocent as a child. I can still picture Mrs. Sunthari Natesen
walking along the Verandahs of the school.

I have studied and served as a teacher in the same school for a total of 43 years, under many principals, all
of whom I remember with fondness and gratitude. The foremost of my Principals and Teachers were Mrs.
Ma Navaratnam and Mrs. N.P.Pillai who were responsible for moulding my personality which led to
success in life.

Now in my 75" year, while living in a multicultural country, I continue to promote our language, Religion
and Culture among my Children, Grand Children and those of my close relatives. Whenever I reminisce
on my past school life, I used to think that, irrespective of the country we may live in, we should hold the
flag high and march towards the goals envisaged by our remarkable Founder.

3k ok ok 3k ok ok ok ok ok o ok ok ok ok ke

Quewt allBHHMeVS (GHLDLO
gl fyemiius  LmygSlumit

gLemLujb QuemideTr OHTHUG HMLOGILIGT amUBIS H Cuetienamissl 19h CHTHHGLD
Omewienil ulBbHSeUT WTUIHGH I LT: AUPEHSHMBS Helel LOS&HSBHGsumD,

ol BaG6iGen Guemtememil 4L 1genaull CUTGILDIH UL L MIB6T SLeTeugIlD FLL M6l OFUieugid
albens WallHT Hewev SaNDHSTT umflefled QuemideT BHL&HSH UbHBSHTID
I WRHEH auFsdd G Tpaleied (B wnflaleflsd Sems SHmiGsCuew

IL B> aupsssHmeHd CaTemi® aubhBs Bemeniiflevens0 STOEWIEIH @G WLOWIg!

el afled eNDOLM &STLL GUHSTT - DiNSD Gouglb LYEHSD BFHSe Geuiwiab
Geu 1y el GLTGwaIE @LLiung! Gouemwtg aubBsHT O&IH @GLbiduig!

Bevey allemey OBmewi® HTeW alBuTT - Sibd gna UmLS&aD CFuighGeaurd, Cguleud
prulL b Guitgenen Gal LiglewiGLT? g1g uUmLESHa D CFuidd Geurtb
Oamevsvg GHienilallens HeNOWD SibHblens0 &1& Oeommeusneid enadll LNgHB8%H, Sieued
GLgmaidh STTUY dalllg el LT sriwd wralgib aaTBoHd

&ML Beneolweniy OFTedev b, ([ DTS JMMIS6T LIPMIDMUIS STLI9eVILD

sl flagld 91 .6 Gurgeied eneuliGumib, Tt gl QupE Gauigl eumsuLig!

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



CuPasy CaHrvrnsmw 2 Guio

SHS. 658HAT akhHedHWT
Bevenuumiw syFiflenws, GrmopTHer HeoguT

&m0 Qeueltemd FHevgwomduumw... oswlB HsHu Ay wm  Gelsst Gpld SMS UDWPWH ... slallaid
Ufbgemia a1 Beneaiey gajliul Couemiguwidl. BF @k seomiular sos. Beonmaula FlsHn umLss Gal.
Quer. BITETHET eaig@id Carafigimt aIsHaT &M, LUSSGSIDGL usED HMmssGHs Hms el Fspid
uebBaupiul’ L. hsmes SLTHefed @ @aflF Hsmed wLEWL, uvewUT B UL dwns, HnE OCumsLLLD
ST SIMSI.

nsaigbwll  CUmeNTeDSsT, LITHean uUeuTliger elpilumiset eaim  euenonear  aflenen  Blevg ey Cloensud
HOTENTSHH AT [H6V6V SHIDFRIGMET MHI, HAT LEHODMU 9 (HeuTddlweuT Car. GuTer GITOHTHE. 19 S
pmoreni®  Ufssralu Hesbd o mspiGseiar  QUBL  UGHows saaBHCH et  HIH
QummenTaMd  HevalsF GCoemeu eaigid @@ uevrer Ueaenemfluled wsilyengd GCFUG aibsH &TUD SiF.
&sCuMl uGHuled umiw seoeTfisamend @&y eEUlamTser. Syndesd seval SPBIWPSULGSSULLL S
SEBsS &Vl  SBUSDBEG WSHOMHBL @ SSHuTadl  WIAHSPMTS aHTUTTSESI UL &l DSBS
MFSmBUD Senpuyd LBHS waLTHerr. Gwmf wwe usuTGs &fey GCuTEl GITOHTSHE  SiEUTSHE6L
Quezd uUTANLGE 2 eambdLg. LweoTul eauwhs SeuT o eimsédls Osmhsaflila S s BlansoGu
Seut  GCuBOsmewi.  uLUTLGL  yrldwmd  eThSSH  eI@ieuTD. FUpSTW TmphiGeiler  &(heuens
UeteMbamL misBen  aiaim o ewihs o CuatiseEpsosar SImobTHar  SeoguTflepwud S s Ehs6iseIL
ugCerauyTs Seogumilenwiuld &Llg e1QUILTeTTT.

SMOBETHE STl 61gHS HTEVF G i QBilu Cmad @&m UGS WBha CuTellL Sl
aieigl UM Lemi, enseusafipl upp Wss @ aupsstiepT. Cuem sealuied CU@GeldUYES CETemiLeul. pHs
LEOMS ST & SDWHSHF Osam wrpluransge Cut Gupmp Geubug waeflT LT FTenEVUTEd  LIQEHD
s TT. @reneouled alli9edhbal UTLFTmedGs OFeaud Cura GBBMY Bapw eliygu) & GlFeeid Sieu,
SELILMTT S0 B ey &rddmhal Camfular Caeldbe oichd OpBlow SWHHH smLsHD U
o ¢iBen QFeoeungmd. SUuLulL Bemeo WIMCIGL o Crrassddar bus &' LB s SPU
QUERTBEHHSTET HeoTRLTEGD. @dbseoraml YL dl Gioebevd CHTLBISUIG!.

BEHHOTFTMN SlalT HDWHS gD AUEESSHEH. SOTFTEMUTN SED DT QbHSS Fe0  HemEe
sTeold SLHE O@md Baim Beoaeg alusss55HE]. GHEGMTD, DeuienemiLl ueiteégml_b, Geneomrl (B
o Wi seogumiéer Usveupen GCplled SmIGL GsUGL Ut AbFsssa  alomaans o HauTslwcs
SUTOBTEHE  SeoTALNGD.. SmepWD 1068 CamelurBesT BloBhs &LGL  SiEOULS Gl meiL Sl
wremeuT S ANWT o Lel o @pha SOpe e fu Absoasd gaeure alEHd amLms 2 L WS
o (meuteng @oseoguTh. UMD HEVRTHEDD QHREGE aMISSIGLBD seoguTNCwegyd enowid afiflw  efiflu
DB FWPSTLSHGL &1 CuTdéd &b FWHTLSMSSH SHET OWIDTHS LG 6IRB 26D BamHGL
LieoeTeigTeD, SpFfW WTewiey GBS enemIlientl @euT (PSHEUILDTSES ClBTemTLTT.

seoniuller  sybusTBEs H1Ca  (Paldip QUEBESLID SLEUUTL@LLLD BHeobil L aicde  Hnbhs
sevald Cam UTHSmeTUD FowsSoa@wuD 16 amyupisSsHd aufeLsHsF Ooamprr. Geuflar e Seours
weraelwner Geolg SUMoBTHET  Seuisel  GQUImLCUBDTT. Somfows CsTai BLISHMSBGE Db
siFutaer QafeGaunuiiul Liiser. Seuisen apeors Garg CQuBCHTSE GLbeealsd HamCamiuig:.

GIHILTD 2o 608 W&HTSS ST SiF. GG ealbsred eluy  BLb C@®meiTenGouemi(BHlD  G1AILINS
wEBEHHHS SHEIHST B.A ULLSTN GHal SPsThESST D@L  SSULLLIT. SIToHTSH6E! B0V (E
@ait aumpms QUL agllfFTHNS S@WDHaE. HHOH  ClFeOeDLOT Weirenen  SiauT&en  Qpd  CaHmmmpid
Gafw Guéaiones GBI e HEeF CEFWMWELILID SHEHTEDIL &l Csmewi(B eubEH 61D H SIHUTTEINT. Seudl
AMmMBESTES STHSHHSS CuTe S6val WHAIM D SETEMISTIT ®evauFsHe06ldH FLHMS S(LPeVTHE eI,
150 oTewelaEndE@ ol SELHEILLL STOETSHE Sl GUY GU 6l UGhs Wbreeul Gl LSHHMEG euf
Qe GrTheg. SLigL s elavgfdstul Lear. SAMUT &Sl Lib CuBALG. Seip 2 Wi IGULD LITL RIS
sPUNUEHBEGE SApuyl urLmseled ulLh Gubp UL grflse Bevniamnsuiled Be0euTHSHTe0 EbhSlL _gg,@rﬂu_m&;sn
aJeuempdsll LU La. STuafar uibhs usiuml Gl WLdse Bssmtal UG fApliune aGHSHIE ST LTS
SIMDHSSI.

@ymoETSaET  Seogumf  wremalwil UTHWL  eueny [Hewil  LiTeuTenL FLEL L 6T SHreuemiud  Siewflbgl _a;@g;_mméf
gynas dalll Uaaed G Bieluled Gehsld sUL CouemiBld eI@ILG SHTUST SHLL 606, B& BJTobHTSHe &m@mﬂ
wremalwey  geaGuriedmba UMsss &1y supedHdled Balieel UMIEG 6@ [ALDS ﬁlsmansm_mf,
QaresigBhHd. Howd. emen Seuidsl  &T0HHD BFFGOL LB @urmﬁlsg GLBBEI. Guéa, um_6d
Gu ysefey LMIGHHBE GUTOHEETD @ITHTHE SeOgITT  WTeRTaLT @5Fmanulled ST UmIEG CBTemIL eulT.
uffeomemens Sl igs CFeogd BeiEmen “@ BTOHTSHE! sevTfl  remalwiT” 61601 UMTSHSLONTSHESN &H&HGe6wW

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



IDDBDEITEET SIDLIITEID STEIDTSES GHbSHSH. BITopTHaE seogunf wremalwT o L BuuiBdl CuILipsefsd
UTSlD aueny MBeRiL SMHsl L giureuwrs ukGUDNS OSTLTHE ue aumLmss Cailwl ufls GuBBeT.

grusfear seaeymer pHaeuts PbIGsE. o Wi aGluss Sbldssiular semelifle We Geuswrs
WaBam) GUITH@IL LcOSmevH S ey OFam @IToBTHaE Seogutf wieauT QUL eemialsmaulled
aueld eugeOTUllaiT. 1946 Syb SR Beoawi et GenLBaneoll UM emssEd (Inter Arts) euGUL|s6r SYFIDLILDTES 6.
SImSHH OsTLihE @evewiiear SO0 Ay (Tamil Hons) au@lysend sugwuworuier. Gaf. GQurer Ggmobrger
Sieuiseian  wwasemar  HAm. & HOLAsTemen  uTast  Hemevenwuled  Csiby SpFfWT  GTHBTEL
QaaGluser 1055 Hoemowrs 1949 gub eI WHe0 1951 b R ey  BLTSHSUULL .
Beiau@liuseied ASHOUMD wrewtauTsel Boseoqumiluled S euenTiehs CLIHSGiLIeTSE.

wremeT Hmer seoalCur® MamelLrg GCamib U Fpseais S Hpembew eUETTUIUSDHGS Seogimluiled
afaumasst QFug Gat@asstulLer  Cusss  Hpow  106E  alaunslLeLsensGds  seogl
Bevevdsenamuibp. @evF, BLID, BT BHIL&D, BILsD o UsdGup SHiemsefigid GITobTHer Seoifl
(peefiomeulsd eflemmdlug  wremd  oMHeCs.  Csisd Gupp @os, BLar Sffwirset  Cafibg
Munfssiur Lissr. (patew o M siere apndwg. Czimbs syffwirss, secogimfl WaTamws o6
urew sisel, @il ofuisefen 4T @SSPl 6am DSaHman Ds5Je| CLuBD TERIeUTS6T  SHI(LpsiTen
Papsdamensd sSumss OCaueluli L ssefun  dae? SisbaTHH0 Bommsse eolgud CFUS
OIS HMeVEHTHT elaUBD BITDBTHE SOWTNSG auBms HIH SaPuBeemen. 6b. 6. &liesa0, .
e, yreostilywenfiwnd SULgll L STHTLS BMFsEmeEhTHmens Se0gTT  OTERTelWT SHETIERHITED ST
Sz sufifsorar smeoomw Gpfed CalG Grdfssan, @ap BID S@UNGGD CauGgFas GBI
FTeEmSST e SHHS STElUlL SEETHHn sTsHuntdug Cumd urédwo. Gesmaulsd Geup
hes SO  LTETEEHEGL  ALLTHOSTH  BHHU UmLUTLGF  Gsd  BTDbTSHe &Ll
oTaalUmGEGS Sligug. Seisoa goaGuifedabs UNSsHE sTigugl & SImopTea  seogif
wreelUmEGE FupasHe gk 2 Wil Spsaiosub 0516558, Hk. & HOLaUmeT SeuToel HTHe
abChIpD smBHD Casl B OCaTeRiGLUlBbECuaIBL. BaId UMF WSMRLUID SHSTID, SHEVLLIT 6515 (He1 36001
utsasT CuTan Bms Guansselar aumasWTsd HanpCamiuig.

abs @B Mapad s eugatd Gupd GuTws o Cupdng. sdogutfl SIPuT Hwowd. deremen
SIS SITOTLENIS SMSSEHHE BT w 2 (hauld CSTEHH Seoemiluled (PHET WHeoTE BILIQW [HITL &I
gamioa spupsh Gsng Guris OB sl wremelwr, sAfwi Geagud Geuefwrm wWHHuTDd GLIHBD
anCapeull  CuBBE. OFTLIHS SITopTaar sco@rfl  Brlgw B shsomen CoomL CuBDISDEG B
DIPSHHEVVTS  DINDHSHH!.

1883 oy e HWeWTTES e HLHS 2 evswar Fowd gL s (Religious Congress) sevba Gstemi(
saumd eIGaustambsT mPlu CemBoumfammer 2 V& D LDATZ. SUGSES DIBSSHTS (PSHEVTD
© & LEMUSGSHHHH LRSS DFFQHSOEEPEES WwHHUTH Beomems ool Heogibsmul &L BUlFLITeRmILD
Cuptatean® Ufsstalu gardusdusmss sa1 Cusss stalussred OCnaip B Sald somevet Gai.
Qurer. @ymopTeameuTt. o esmmealy sawnw (Globalisation) eam meler FwsTws OsTemaamw  SiGB
SRR S QUEHHSDS D@D SFfeis) Beommsuiled (PYELT @IS ll6ThIS 6T, )

Cuygaiset SAHEID SiDeuselal FTHMNBET  STOVRELHE &S Oomedldmer. wWEHHIT UsdeveETe
imosveoL(pd  @ymeggnggGampaiar  HehenslCUfWGsTAlEID agTgRETalE SHTELETEID GULg BETEID L6
smeold BLHES B CUGDHIDA. GBHSTY P BITHPTEIH SEIGOGTEIYGHHGD BITOBTHar Hedgufd Bbs
amallsd Sipar susla GilaGatamen BopCapwug SOPL UMLTLG Beoownns GEpb b
Beoadng. GueepriLrt SopsCows asonsmsda  dplioe  elewl  Coptsrsiug Qi@ HID
SEELTHS STEHIQUISTUETENGI. SRLTHTLIge0 SpH  umpbufiwid ugell 6uy  LIEVEITHBTEID  [HLOLDGUTEHEN
pupd Qsuleug LaGIDEG Bswilsdng. GITUETSE ST Umpw wLIEEIT FRSWD S UBSDE
gymoyenemiuled @m dm  SeRfeomul (Pweeus SPIbEH 66T D GIMOBISHET SeoguTulled BT TPHS
sTGHNGS Ceamssd H0ss (Woweldame. Qaim GCuidsd CHTEHIDPID 2 FUSHBEHMED SiHSEILD.

usguwsnisr LyGeDs Giissor

“Biihs HeterenL i CHTOSTERIL  LTTeneuuiDd
HeVHFHe0 WNTHGD SiehaTs GpmlseEnid,
Ao ETarsd CFmEGLD BIHLILISTeD

QFbeno 1ONTHT SHMBIDLEUSELEEOUITLD
SfpHEH Cufiimenmd oflwimeniouiied
Sieuevlb 6WIFHS Semeoulladingl eumpeuens
o 101ph&HI SHeMEDHHe0 GLIERT SHIBLOTEGLOTLD
o W el 2 _eylug Gslwebgm!”

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Smwd 1Tsisoen ouramen Rswerismy RbSuwr Raesvrn GLinas
sT(HBH&HIG NBI0I L 151_RISH6IT

S mgd 1TareDer DeTaer



Bws By wisnalsap_ a1 Gnwd 1T Dasrasy

Carulsv @i L_Taant o1 ks 1Taremar BT &67F

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



SIR PONNAMBALAM RAMANATHAN-
AIMS OF EDUCATION

Mrs S. S. Kumarasamy
Ex-Principal/ Ramanathan College

The Educational System should foster the blossoming of all the spiritual virtues
which distinguish man from animals- Bagawan Sri Satya Sai Baba.

Our most revered founder Sir Pon. Ramanathan was born on the 16" of April 1851. His birth saw the dawn of
a new era for the Hindu population in Ceylon. He was a self-made man who drew inspiration and courage from

the ideals of Srilasri Arumuganavalar of Nallur, Jaffna who sponsored his candidature in the then Legislative
Council of Ceylon.

In the early 20" century Ceylon was under British rule. The Christian missionaries were fast spreading
Christianity through schools instituted primarily for this purpose. Colleges, schools and churches were built.
Free =ducation and job opportunities were the perks to those who joined the Church. Many flocked to the
miscionary schools to gain material benefits. As a result the Hindu population was fast being eroded.

It was at this critical time that the small schools around the Uduvil area in Jaffna felt the pitch of the Girls’
College at Uduvil which was marching at a terrific speed gulping the villages near by. Uduvil Murugamoorthy
School must receive special mention here for it was this school headed by Thiru. Sabapathy Pillai that blew
the whistle. The Principal with the help of Sri Shankara Suppaiyar, a Religious stalwart of Inuvil
Kandasamy Kovil prepared a memorandum explaining the vital need for a competitive Hindu School where
the Hindu student population would gain English knowledge and also receive higher education.  The
memorandum was to be delivered by a student of the school and Sir Pon. Ramanathan was invited as Chief
Guest. But unfortunately that great event did not take place as planned. The memorandum however reachcc
Sir Pon. Ramanathan who summoned the Principal and his associate home. The Principal was surprised
see a third person, his friend, Muthalithamby Chinnaiah also invited. He promised them he would attend 1o
the need immediately. I take pride in mentioning the fact that the girl who was to have handed the memorandum
to Sir Pon. Ramanathan at the school function was none other than my dear mother.

As promised, Sir Pon.Ramanathan spotted the area near Maruthnamadam (though other sites were
considered), bought 50 acres of land, removed the cemetery that was adjoining the area to Poo-Odai grounds
given in exchange. With the grace of the Almighty Lord Nataraja our college rose with grandeur. In 1913 our
College saw its Inauguration Ceremony.

The main aim of our founder was to give English education to Hindu students at a higher level. He had great
ideals behind this lofty theme. He got down graduates from England as Principals of the College to facilitate
the children to sit for London Examinations. He also started the Training College within the premises. |
considered the first batch of Trained Teachers who passed out in 1928 indeed lucky to have sat for a
photograph with Sir Pon. Ramanathan, Lady Ramanathan and their staff. Here I wish to recall the memories
of Luxshmi Arumugam who was the first student of the Training College:

Though Sir Pon. Ramanathan was a very stern and fearless man who was very much respected and
also feared by the people with honour, he had a heart of sympathy and love for those who abided by his
ideals."

The Training College needed a feeder school for which he organized lower classes within the compound. He
insisted on a balanced education with Religion and the rounding of attributes to womanhood as wives and
mothers.

! From the Recorded tape given to me by Dipxishmis daughten Mrs,Maguleswary Sangarapillai,
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“When you educate a man you educate an individual . But when you educate a woman
you educate a whole family and thereby the entire society”.

That was the revered man’s thinking which he put into action. Religious faith was paramount to him. He also
felt a residential school could serve the purpose of his theme. He built a hostel, four dormitories with a
quadrangle in the middle. He allotted space for a temple upstairs where the students could pray and meditate.
He installed the statue of Lord Nataraja and his consort Sivakamasunthari. The Suyambulingam worshiped
by him is still at the Temple for worship. Priests were employed to have regular poojas. He compiled a set of
Thevarams and compositions of Gopalakrishna Bharathiyar etc. to be sung at the Temple. He employed his
friend Thiru. Somasuntharam as Thevara pan-isai teacher. ~

The resident students benefited a lot in the training to be good mothers. They attended the Temple daily and
also cleaned the shrine and made garlands for deities. Children were taught the art of Kolam and also to make
different types of thoranams with coconut leaves and festoons to decorate the Temple during festive days.
Further, the girls took turns to help in the kitchen chopping vegetables for daily cooking. They also helped in
the laying of square planks for everybody to sit and eat. Eating, sitting on the ground was a custom. The
singing of Thevaram prior to the meal was a ritual. Sir Pon.Ramanathan was a strict vegetarian and as such
the hostel served vegetarian dishes with varieties of a typical Tamil Hindu cuisine.

Portraying the Tamil culture was one of the aims of our founder. A signal feature that is still in vogue among
the students of our school is the greeting of each other with a “Namaskaram” or “Vanakkam”, with palms held
together in front of the chest. Another special feature of the College was its uniform-a full skirt up to the
ankles, full sleeve blouse, and a Thavani (a 3 yard piece of cloth wrapped around the waist covering the upper
body). Plaiting the hair with a Kuncham at the end and flowers placed on the head gave the finishing touch to
the wearer. Vibhuti and Pottu on the forehead trumpeted the faith in Religion and Custom. This was observed
very religiously.

Yet another significant feature, perhaps found only at our school and introduced by our founder was the daily
morning Assembly before the beginning of classes. He compiled selected lines from the Pottith Thiruagaval
of St. Manicavasagar, Thevaram and Puranam to be sung at the Assembly. The teacher in charge of the day
will open the Assembly with “Nama Parvati Pataye” and the assembled will return “Arahara Maha deva”. This
is followed by two minutes of dhyanam. The prayers end with “Nama Parvati Pataye” & Arahara Maha deva”.
The prayer will give inner cleanliness to the individual. This emphasizes the school Motto “Thirikarana
suththiyum kariya siththiyum arulvai.” Sir Pon. Ramanathan opened avenues for self-employment too.
Following Mahatma Gandhi, he introduced the spinning wheel. The children spun clothes during their leisure
hours. Besides spinning, handicrafts like weaving with palmyrah leaves etc., sewing and knitting were also
taught. Furthermore, physical training was also given. To quote ‘College Reminiscences’ of Mrs Poopathy
Rajaratnam, one of the oldest students: In the evenings hostellers were encouraged to play games. None can
forget the ng s B’day which was a public holiday when all schools held competitive sports and games and
awarded prizes.” Music was also taught. Again to quote her: The study of vocal and instrumental music was
encouraged. Mr Palam was the master in charge of veena and violin. I can remember Sir Pon. Ramanathan
entering our music class on a surprise visit and would ask us to play the veena or the violin. He showed great
interest that the girls should study music, the speech of the angels.’

Post Ramanathan Era
With the demise of our founder the administration of the College was taken over by Lady Ramanathan and

thereafter by Mr S. Natesan, Founder’s son-in-law. Mr Natesan very dedicatedly followed the steps of the
founder. He composed a song, which became the College Song. Mr Natesan’s love for music and dance
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brought forth a dance theme for the College Song in 1960’s by Brahma Sri Veeramani Iyer of Inuvil and
was presented by the students at College functions. He engaged religious speakers from India to deliver
lectures to the Children on various topics. Guru Poojas of the 63 saints were conducted with special poojas,
talks, songs and even staging scenes from their life history. All Hindu sacred days were observed, especially
Navaratri. Later, Religion became a compulsory subject from the kindergarten to senior level and the
management employed competent teachers to teach Hinduism.

The passage of time saw many changes in the education system. From Mrs Florence Fair Emery, Principal in
1913 to Miss Vera Flora Carleton in 1936, the school had English Ladies as Principals. Thereafter Tamil
Ladies took over as Principals. The first such was Mrs. Ratna Ma Navaratnam followed by Mrs Pillai, Mrs
Muthu Kumaru, Mrs R Ganeshan, Mrs R Arunachalam, Miss P Arumugam, Mrs Y Rajaratnam, Mrs P
Satchitanandam, and Mrs G Somasundaram all of whom strived to carry out the ideals of the founder in
spite of extensive curricular changes.

Ushering in of the so called Free Education in 1945 and the Government take-over in 1961 saw an influx of
studerts from all corners of Jaffna. The London B.A. Honours class was scrapped and the Advanced Level
clas: . preparing for the Ceylon University were opened up. The old order changed yielding place to new and
so inevitably, the real character of the College had to undergo some change. However, the ideals of the founder
were remembered by the principals and staff who spared no pains to have them inculcated in the students from
school generation to generation.

Myself in the “Mould”

The best period in my student days was when I was in the Advanced Level class. I had Mrs Arunachalam as
my teacher for ‘Government’. Mrs Padma Sivasubramaniam for History, Mr Iyengar, Tamil and M+

Rajaratnam Geography. Mrs Rajaratnam made the class interesting that we felt two periods a day was not
enough. Mrs Rajaratnam took great pains with all students and she encouraged everyone. Maps, grapi:s,
projections, clay models, exhibitions etc. cannot be forgotten. This interest later helped me to get merit at the
University and later translate Geography books and other texts. Though History was tough, my teacher Padma
Sivasubramaniam took great pains to teach us. It was indeed her grounding that paved the way for my
advanced research on the subject. I recall these just to impress upon the fact that all teachers did their best
to keep up the name of Ramanathan College and its founder. Obeying elders, greeting them warm-
heartedly, helping others in need, giving lavishly, simplicity, truthfulness, steadfastness, being prompt at
every action, alertness-these were the hallmarks of Education imparted to me.

My father always says, “You must be grateful and must repay it”. I was fortunate to be a member of the staff
for 29 years and as Principal for three years. I think I paid back with honest service and with gratitude. Faith in
the Almighty, righteousness, English language knowledge to know the world, modesty with intelligence,
aesthetic and cultural values embedded, dignified personality, a good mother and house wife with knowledge to
impart vocational guidance were the ideals for women in Sir Pon. Ramanathan’s perspective. The
superstructure that arose on the foundation of his ideals for women have brought forth many shining
stars in our society. Every Ramanathanite is proud of her upbringing spiritually and that was what
Bagavan Sri Satya Sai Baba declared to be the objective of Education.
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Whence the Healing Touch

R. Kandiah
Former Lecturer, Palaly Teachers’ Training College

Man has a weakness for glorifying the past and diminishing the present. It is one of the
orthodoxies of tricking our sense of reality with sops of fantasy so that we could at least
momentarily forget the implications of the distant crash of the shelling and the eerie silence that
precedes the decimation. This inhuman game in Sri Lanka has gone on far too long for
Ramanathan College to continue to keep her head buried in the red soil anymore. Life is too rich
and complex to be swallowed in parade of the fatigues, the rumble of the distant firing and the
murder of the innocent. However the press of the past is too strong to be muffled and buried in
the mantras of the moronic political thinking which seem to direct the destiny of our homeland.

It is worth recalling that colonial Ceylon had a beauty and promise that caught the attention of
the Irish Nobel Laureate and playwright Bernard Shaw. He saw then in the Ceylonese persona

an unique beauty as two individuals in the island, to his aesthetic perception, looked positively
dissimilar. Where is that quality he saw in the Ceylonese character of the 1930’s and 40’s?
Where is the peace and progress we enjoyed till the middle of the last century? Is it a wonder a
compatriot and perhaps friend of Shaw, Miss Florence Emery, happened to head Ramanathan
College during her early years of existence? Isn’t it incredible that all countries of South East
Asia, including Singapore, saw in Ceylon — later rechristened Sri Lanka a perfect model of
harmony and prosperity, fit to be emulated by one and all? It was considered the Eden of the
East. As in the case of individual human beings, then, each educational Institution too, in our
island home, had a specific stamp of character and quality even when located close to the other.
For instance Ramanathan College and Uduvil Girls’ College have sprung in the same parish, yet
how different the two are in identity and ambience! This differential quality has been eroded
lately on account of the armed conflict and turbulence that have been sweeping the land for the
last two decades. A few years back Ramanathan College had the misfortune to receive a
disproportionate amount of body blows as it is sited on the cross roads, one being an arterial one.
However, deprivation and destitution cannot break the spirit of the exceptional one. To us,
therefore Ramanathan College is what she was.

One sees in one’s minds’ eye that age cannot wither nor custom stale the maidenly charm of our
Alma mater. As one enters the main gate a pervasive peace descends at the sight of Sir Pon.
Ramanathan’s granite wrought samadhi which stands in love splendor unaffected by the
mundane goings on the public road or of the Market that skirt the college. The coconut palms
though devastated by time still go on waving in their welcome as if in a dream. The Nelli and the
tamarind in the backyard still tempt the girls to their balmy shade with their unforbidden fruits.
Innumerable bees murmur among the immemorial mokila marams and Nelli, the Mullai and the
Mallikai which meander along the dim corridors and secret ledges. The red soil sits oblivious to
the red blood that have been spilt at other places at other times. Isn’t it remarkable that even now

the bells at the Nataraja Shrine upstairs and at the Samathi unfailingly call us to prayer and to the
healing of the wounds...?

Heal they would as the Power enshrined in the temples within the Campus by our great Founder
shares the mystery of creation, destruction and sustenance of the universe. It is nothing but right
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that shiva is in the Samadhi and Natarajah dances to the reverberating floorboards up the
staircase in the middle of the main block. The Campus itself has a sacred aura — cradled by the
swaying palms, the nurturing Nelli, the aromatic Mahil and Neem and perfumed by the serene
faced puritan starlets, the Mallikai and the Mullai. It would inspire other worldly experience in
an individual with the heart in the right place. Fraty of Capra, a modern physicist and
Cosmologist is one such. He records in one of his well-known books “The Tao of Physics”, a
spiritual experience that could take place in the Ramanathan College of our dreams. It seems
while Capra was sitting on the seashore he was able to see in the moving waters canopied by the
sea the cosmic dance of Shiva. He further observes: “ the Cosmic dance of Shiva is the most
perfect personification of the dynamic universe... the ideas of rhythm and dance naturally come
into mind when one tries to imagine the flow of energy through the patterns that make up the
particle world. Modern physics has shown that all matter whether here on earth or in outer space
is involved in a continual cosmic dance. The Eastern Mystics have used the image of the dance
to convey their intuition of Nature. Each atom perpetually sings its song, at every moment,
creates dense subtle forms.... According to Hindu belief all life is part of a great rhythmic
prccess of creation and destruction, of death and rebirth and Shiva’s dance is the eternal
life-death rhythm that goes on in endless cycles.

Perhaps our homeland is at the end of a destructive cycle and at the dawn of a new beginning.
The good times should return like the welcome spring at the heels of a freezing winter. The
Tamil Community in Sri Lanka stands at the nadir of its misery — dumb and leaderless and
virtually homeless. So isn’t it time for the wheel to turn full circle and usher in another golden
era associated with Sir Pon. Ramanathan, inaugurated in substance and in spirit, as the good
intentions and sincere services of a great being like our revered leader cannot be interned in the
dust and erased from the collective memory of the community? They would obviously cry from
all the dark corners of the earth for proper implementation, reinforcement and realization:

Like the whips of the wind
The years roll by

Yet the scent of the blooms
Still lingers on.

Thousands have bled to death,
Ten, Ten, Thousand’ve led:
Yet our beloved leader,
Slumbers on under the granite Slab.
But, by Shiva’s grace, I feel
This Spirit’s rise up, rise up
With the healing touch

To care for the wounded

And the broken

Tomorrow; no, no

This very day -------

There He is!
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Ramanathan the Statesman:
(Under 19 — Born on or after November 26, 1982)

Towards the end of the 19" century Ceylon, a Crown colony of Great Britain saw the
emergence on its political horizon many leaders from the Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim
communities. Seven decades earlier, 1815 to be precise, the entire country was brought under
British rule with the signing of the Kandyan Convention following the fall of this kingdom of
the hill country. The emerging leadership from the Ceylonese community was committed to
one nation in which all the people had equal rights. They had lofty ideals and the spirit of
unity that prevailed among them was largely responsible for the country's progress towards
independence in 1948,

Among these leaders were such men of great stature such as Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan,
Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam, Don Stephen Senanayake who became the first Prime
Minister of independent Ceylon, as Sri Lanka was known then, A E Munasinghe, Sir Baron
Jayatilake, Sir Macan Markar and several others.

During this period, the Ceylonese constitutional system allowed for the election of highly
educated persons to the legislature of the time, which served the country under colonial
direction from England. Among those elected to august positions in this legislature, one was
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, a lawyer of great merit, who had the support of a cross-
section of the Ceylonese community.

Knighted for his services to the country by the British government, Sir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan had his higher education in England where he was called to the bar. Early in his
youth he had become an activist for a political identity for his country, and with enlightened
colleagues of his time, he helped to lay the foundation for the cause of independence.

During the period of the First World War, a major confrontation blew up between the Sinhala
and Muslim communities leading to a great deal of violence with dangerous racist bearings to
them. It soon became evident that a major communal conflict would break out wherever the
Muslims and Sinhalese had their homes.

It was a time when one could not get to the seat of power that controlled Ceylon except by a
3-week ocean travel from Colombo to London.

The sea route was particularly dangerous with a raging World War on, and enemy submarine
and naval vessels in action along the way. Despite this danger, Sir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan undertook the long sea voyage from Colombo to London to represent matters to
the British government and help bring about peace in Ceylon between the Sinhalese and
Muslims. His mission was successful.

On his return, a grateful community showed its appreciation by bringing him home in
Colombo as soon as he disembarked from his boat, in a decorated chariot which was pulled
not by horses but by the leaders of the country. They were Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims.

It was a great honour that was placed on this brave leader, a great son of Sri Lanka who was
not only a statesman but also one who had the right visions in the field of education and
development based on the resources available in the country.
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Ramanathan the Educationist:
(Under 16 — Born on or after November 26, 1985)

The Tamils of Sri Lanka are greatly beholden to Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan for the
visions he had in the field of education and the measures he took to realise them. He was a
statesman par excellence and a legal emissary of great repute. He served his country as a
legislator elected by his peers to a council that functioned within the colonial set-up of the
British government. It was a time when Ceylon, as it was known then, was a Crown Colony
of Great Britain.

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan was greatly concerned that the young people of his time had
bare educational opportunities and whatever facilities available during his time were in
disharmony with the community's culture and traditions. Education, he felt, was in the hands
of British colonial administrators who needed literate persons of the country mainly to serve
colonial interests.

Even more, he felt the urgent need for special educational facilities for girls based on a
residential system in which they will have the benefit of a comprehensive educational
opportunity. His thinking in this respect was greatly influenced by the guru-sishya system. He
was particularly interested in the promotion of fine arts, which was totally neglected by the
British rulers and the educational administrators who were mostly from foreign missionary
organisations.

This was more true of North Ceylon where the entire population was Tamil except for a
sprinkling of Muslims in Jaffna. There were several leading missionary schools supported by
overseas funding including four top grade ones exclusively for girls, Uduvil, Udupiddy,
Chundikuli and Vembadi. Apart from them, four missionary schools were coeducational,
Jaffna College, Hartley College, Drieberg College and Union College.

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan who hailed from the village of Maruthanamadam began to
canvas for educational opportunities for the community that would be in accord with the
needs of the community, its faith and beliefs, traditions and culture. Towards this, the
Ramanathan family made available large tracts of lands and the necessary funds to set up
two major educational institutions, Parameshwara College and Ramanathan College.

Ramanathan College became the first residential educational institution for girls in Sri Lanka.
It also admitted day students from Maruthanamadam and the surrounding villages. Apart
from conforming to the educational system imposed on the country by the British
government, Ramanathan College was able to provide facilities for the teaching of fine arts
and thus became a pioneer institution in this respect. It was the only educational institution to
undertake such a task. '

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan visualised a whole educational programme for the Tamils. He
knew that both Parameshwara and Ramanathan will continue to grow from the foundational
ideals and meet the needs of the community as it evolved from era to era. It was therefore no
wonder when the Tamils needed a university of their own, Parameshwara and Ramanathan
became the nucleus on which the Jaffna University was founded.

It is but right that the name of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan is revered more as an
educationist than for the contributions he made as a statesman in the political hot spot of
Ceylon.
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Ramanathan the Economist:
(Under 13 — Born on or after November 26, 1988)

Sri Lanka was known as Ceylon during the time of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, an
illustrious son of the country, a leader of great courage and determination who had the vision
to pursue most of his dreams to fulfilment and fruition.

He was a member of the landed gentry no doubt and therefore an aristocrat who did not have
the need to dabble in activities that brought him out to the rough and tumble of the society
outside the gates of his manorial home in Maruthanamadam. He could have enjoyed his
wealth the way his peers did in the rest of the country and called themselves the nayaka
families. They had the notion that it was their birthright to determine the destinies of the
country. Outside the traditional homelands of the Tamils such families were known as the
walawe people, the landed gentry.

But Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan belonged to a different class altogether and with
emboldened visions for his people embarked on a mission that was political, educational and
economic. The last of it was hardly known because this activity was outside the realms that
had the focus of the media and the interests that determined lifestyles in the country's capital,
Colombo. The neglect and devastation of villages in the provinces was very much a part of an
economic system that was based on trade and commerce and the promotion of cash crops for
cultivation.

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan felt that the farming community was being impoverished and
people needed lands and opportunities to grow basic food and some form of security of
tenure. Towards this, he began to help needy people to get crown lands outside Jaffna
Peninsula and develop them for the cultivation of crops that would meet with their needs for
wholesome food.

Hitherto no person had dared to undertake such a programme on a community scale and even
more to move out of their own areas that were homes for their ancestors for generations of
time. The farmers who opened up lands in Kilinochchi area were those who enjoyed the
largesse and visions of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan where even today, a Ramanathan Trust
exists to protect their interests.

It is very unfortunate that Tamil leaders who succeeded this great man did not share his
visions to help create an economic infrastructure for the Tamils in their traditional homelands
which would have greatly strengthened their political might. The economic development of
any community has to evolve from agriculture and the use of land in harmony with its
environmental features.

The dry zone nature of North Sri Lanka has its own features for certain types of farming
systems especially for orchards and livestock while using the monsoon months for rice. Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan had visions of these when Kilinochchi was sought as a base for
his agricultural ideas. It is most unfortunate that this was overlooked and the Tamils opted for
civil service employment in Colombo and the provincial towns.

The Ramanathan vision could be revived. Perhaps it is in this a future for Tamils in Sri Lanka
is ensured.
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Ramanathan Tha-Tha

(Under 7, Born on or before November 26, 1994)

Our revered leader, Ramanathan Tha Tha ! We have read and heard ever so much of your abilities and
popularity. You have helped all Sri Lankans — Tamils, Sinhalese and Muslims alike — so much so — that
you were elected as the representative for the all Ceylon Educated Member’s seat, in the Legislative
Assembly.

Tha tha, You have done so much to us, Tamils of Ceylon. The granite Ponnampala Vaaneeswarar
Temple at Kochchikade has nothing else to be compared to, in Sri Lanka. The two outstanding
Institutions to promote Tamil, Hinduism, Arts and Culture — Ramanathan College for girls and
Parameswara College for boys - this is later converted to the Jaffna University — are standing
monuments to your service.

Your desire to promote University education has been recognized and a Hall in the University of
Sri Lanka — Peradeniya Campus has been named after you. Your majestic statue in front of the old
Parliament buildings in Colombo is a testament to your greatness.

Ramanathan Tha-Tha

(Under 10, Born on or before November 26, 1991)

Our revered leader, Ramanathan Tha Tha ! We have read and heard ever so much of your abilities and
popularity. You have helped all Sri Lankans — Tamils, Sinhalese and Muslims alike — so much so — that
you were elected as the representative for the all Ceylon Educated Member’s seat, in the Legislative
Assembly. It was the time of the 1% World War. Sailing the Oceans was dangerous indeed. Yet, you
were brave enough to sail to London seeking a resolution to the Sinhala — Muslim riots of 1915
threatening peace in Ceylon. You returned victorious.

Tha tha, You have done so much to us, Tamils of Ceylon. The granite Ponnampala Vaaneeswarar
Temple at Kochchikade has nothing else to be compared to, in Sri Lanka. The two outstanding
Institutions to promote Tamil, Hinduism, Arts and Culture — Ramanathan College for girls and
Parameswara College for boys - this is later converted to the Jaffna University — are standing
monuments to your service.

Your desire to promote University education has been recognized and a Hall in the University of
Sri Lanka — Peradeniya Campus has been named after you. Your majestic statue in front of the old
Parliament buildings in Colombo is a testament to your greatness.

Everything back home has come to a stand still with Education and health being affected the most.
Ramanathan Tha tha! Wouldn’t it be a blessing if someone like you is amongst us now to guide
Sri Lanka to peace and prosperity so that [ can safely visit my Grand Mother in our homeland.
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PAST PRINCIPALS OF RAMANATHAN COLLEGE

Mrs. Florence Fair Emery (1913-1915)

The first Principal of the College

Miss. Mabel A. Needham, B.A . (London) (1916-1917)
Lady L Ramanathan (1918, 1924-1931)

A source of great inspiration and assistance to Sir. Pon. Ramanathn. Awarded an honorary
degree of Doctor of Laws by the University of Ceylon at its First Convocation held on the 14" of
October 1942, in recognition of her services to the cause of education.

Mrs. M. Mackenzene, M. A. (1919-1920)
Miss. Madiline Hendslay (1921-1929)
Mrs.Vera Flora Carlton, M. S. Hons. (1932-1936)
Miss. R. Chelliah, M.A. (Madras) (1937-1943)
Mrs N. Pillai, B.A. (Madras) (1943-1956)
Mrs . T. Muthucumaru, B.Sc. (Calcutta), Eng Tr. (1957-1964)
Mrs. Gayatri Ganeshan, B.Sc.(Annamalai), Eng Tr. (January-March 1965)
Miss. Yogambikai Kanagasabai, M.A. (Calcutta) (1965-1969)
Mrs. Padmasany Arumugam (May-June 1970)
B.Sc., Dip. In Ed., M.A. (Ed.), SLEAS Class I

Mrs. Rajanayagam Arunachalam (1969 — 1980)
B.A., SLEAS Class 1V

Mrs. Yogalakshumy Rajaratnam (1980-1983)
B.A. (Madras), Dip. In Ed., Tamil Tr.

Mrs. Puvaneswary Satchitanandam (1983- 1986)
B.A. Hons., London Eng Tr., SLAS Class V

Mrs Gnaneswary Somasundaram (1986-1988)
B.A. Hons. (Cey), Dip. In Ed.

Mrs Srimathy Kumarasamy (1988-1990)

B.A. (Cey.), Dip. In Hindu Civilization
Dip. In Ed., Non SLEAS 111

Mrs. Mangayarkarasy Thiruchitampalam (1990-1992)
B.A.(Madras), Dip. In Ed.
Mrs. Ananthy Sivagnanasuntharem (1992-Present)

B.A.Hons, Dip. In Ed., S.L.P.S.I
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RAMANATHAN COLLEGE OLD GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION, CANADA

FOUNDER MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATIONS
On Saturday, October 22, 2001 at 6.00 p.m.
At Councillors’ Chamber, Scarborough Civic Centre

PROGRAM
6.00 p.m, Thevaram,
Thamil Thai Valzththu,
Canadian National Anthem
& College Song by Students of
Vijayalukshmy Seeivasagam
6.15 p.m. Welcome Address by the President
6.25 p.m. Speech: Sharmiyah Ilanthiraiyan, placed First
Oratorical Contest (Tamil) under 7 yrs.
6.30 p.m. Address by Chief Guest: Dr. Nalla Senathirajah
6.40 p.m. Speech: Hanujah Ganesh, placed First
Oratorical Contest (English) under 7 yrs.
6.50 p.m. Address by Dr. E. Balasundaram
7.00 p.m. Speech: Thakshika Ilanthiraiyan, placed First
Oratorical Contest (Tamil) under 10yrs.
7.10 pm. Address by Mr. Sripathy Thambaiyah
7.20 p.m. Speech: Shakeeni Vipulan, placed First
Oratorical Contest (English) under 10yrs.
7.30 p.m. Carnatic Music:
Vocal : Raji Jeyaratnam
Violin : R S Kesavan
Mridangam : G Rajeswaran
8.15 p.m. Address by Mr Richard Karunainathan
8.25 p.m. Speech: Jateepa Sathanandan, placed First

Oratorical Contest (Tamil) under 13 yrs.
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8.35 p.m.

8.45 p.m.

8.55 p.m.

9.00 p.m.

9.45 p.m.

9.55 p.m.

Address by Ms. Yaso Sinnadurai

Speech: Karsha Thavaratnam, placed First
Oratorical Contest (English) under 13 yIS.

Address by Mr. Sritharan Sivapragasam

“Purushothaman Bharathan” — Dance Drama

Script : KK Somasundaram

Choreographer: Ananthy Sasitharan, “Sri Lalithakalakendhiram”
Music & Voice: Vijayalukshumy Seenivasagam

Mridangam : G Rajeswarn

Violin : R S Kesavan

Vote of Thanks- Mrs. T Sathiabama

Speech: Kulamahan Kulasekeran, placed First
Oratorical Contest (English) under 16 yrs.
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importers, Exporters, Representative
Distributors of Instant Food Products

1 1 2=, SUTHARSIKA TRADERS LTD.
VIVEKA-
printe™™

M. Suthananthan (Sutha)
Business Development Manager
Canads and North Americs

3160 EGLINTON AVE. E

UnNiT 10

SCARBOROUGH.ON TEL:416-265-2296
Ml1d 2ZH3 416-410-6401

Quality Bread B akery

Different Kinds of Bread, Buns, Cakes Muffins &
Much More

3228 Eglinton Ave. East, Suite 2,

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

F oryour parties you can order E | Logan Ka_napﬂt’"
: B.A. (Econ-Socio) - Ceylon
short eats

: ; : 880 Ellesmere Road Tel: (416) 396-1313
1221 Markham Road., Unit #13, Scarborough, Ontario #201-A. Scarborough, ON Pager: (416) 339-4329
(Markham & Ellesmere) MIP 2W6

Tel.: (416) 431-9829

E-mail: LoganKanapathi@hotmail.com

New way to learn Tamil
| e-tamil
www.shanthaakka.ca
or

www.éhanthakka.com

e-mail:info@sltanthaakka.ca

-'Email vuayas sxl :

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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SCHOLARSHIP CONSULTANTS
OF NORTH AMERICA LTD.

Distributor 6f USC Education Savings Plans

T ——

™ /  EDUCATION
. T SAVINGS PLANS

TAI ARUMUGAM
Enrclment Represeniative
Office: (4186) 693-7543
Cell: (416) 450-0306
Home: (416) 698-9389
50 Burnhamthorpe Rd. W. Suite 1500 Fax: (416) 698-5092

Mississauga, Ontario E-mail: education@3web.net
L5B 4A5 Customer Service: 1-800-363-RESP (7377)

IMERICA |

Amember of citigroup

201 Consumers Road, Suite 201 Bus (416) 289-7726
Willowdale, ON ( 16) 298-7693
M2J 4GS Fax 416) 289-4369

An independent ?QDFE“:{,ﬂiatFUE oi Pf:mmca Fumncml S»rv:hes
Life insurance offered through Primerica Life Insurance Company of Canada
Mutual Funds offered through PFSL Investments Canada Ltd., Mutual Fund Dealer

JI adTO WORKS
D23 61" CLT Caudber

@ u”{f: hanical Auto e Electrical I@.:;m;l‘*i
# Specialized Brakes e Major and ’\ii: wr Repairs on
Import and Domestic Cars
e Salety Inspection - Certification e \K heel Alignm ent

51 Nantucket Blvd. Unit ]: T. Sabanathan
%{ arborough, Ont T. Sivapatham
MIP 4R5 Tel: (416) 752-2642

%ﬁ%?k géé r é?% Y ,; % A.-ff r £

58 fom £ B 5

MO nT

3Min Passport / Citizenship / Portrait
Framing & Professional Photography for special Occasions

TEL:(416) 291-2115
FAX:(416) 291-3320

1802 'B' KENNEDY RD
SCARBOROUGH, ON. M1P 2L8

"KALABAVANAM N %ﬁ A SHETHRA"

s 1
‘%’\‘ Y § - ', ¢ \ o
Pyt JAVY « A 3% éz.z- i J'§‘ ""v_*f%s

"NM’YAKALEM%H"

J/ZUNIVERSITY OF FINE ARTS

30 Gilder Drive Apt.
Scaborough, Ontario.

M1K 4P6 Tel: (416) 266-5094

43 Years in Business

DT CuTsd ST IyHTFITs
B & & Covswr Hib.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
3228 Eglinton Ave. E., Suite #3
Scarborough, Ont., M1J 2H6

Tel: (416) 267-8221

Tel : (416) 299-4311
Fax : (416) 299-7013
880 Ellesmere Rd.
Unit #2185 - 217
Scarborough, Ont.
M1P 2W6

A Taste of Sri Lankan & Indian Dine-ir, Take Out & Catering Services

HWY 401
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK : HOPPER HUT

SUN. TO THURS. 10.30AM TO 10:30PM T o Al

FRI. TOSAT.  10:30AM TO 11.00PM oo s

Ellesmere Hd.

BC 5556

BAY HILL IMPEX LTD.

60 Weybright Court, Unit 4,
Scarborough, Ontario, Canada M1S 4E4
Tel: 416-293-6555 Fax: 416-293-6459

e-mail: info@portello.com www.portello.com

Tel: (416) 755-0559

7 Ellesmere Rd, Scarborough, ON.

SRI LALITHAKALAKENDHIRAM

S. Sridas
Managing Director,
Director, Music
Ananthy Sasitharan
Director, Dance




CATERERS

SPECIALIZED IN SRILANKAN
& INDIAN CUISINE

589 Middiefield Road, #20, Scarborough, Ontario M1V 4Y6
Tel: (416) 299-5200

SENTHI CHELLIAH
Pucsident

Tel: (410) 438-9797
Fax: (416) 438-6663
Pager:(416) 719-2754

371 Orton Park Road,
Unit 120, Scarborough,
ON., Canada. M1G 3V1

ASIYANS TEX

& GIFTWARE INC.

3601 Lawrence Ave, East, #223
Scarborough, Ont. M1G 1P5

PN
PRIMERICA J

Amember of citigroup

Sangar Alalasuntharam
Representative

201 Consumers Road, Suite 201

Bus. (416) 288.7728
Willowdale, ON

M2J 4GB Pager (418) 374- 3080

An mdeuenﬂem ramnseﬁ:;atwe of Pﬁmer:cs Fmaﬂrnf %wsce*s
Lifg insurance offered through Primetica Life Insurance Company of Canada
Mutual Funds offered through PFSL Investments Canada Ltd., Mutual Fund Dealer

1. Jegatheesan

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public (Ont.)

Solicitor (England) » Attorney at Law (Sri Lanka)

2620 Eglinton Ave. E. Tel: (416) 266-6154
Ejuite 201 _ Fax: (416) 266-4677
Scarborough®ON M1K 2583 Res: (416) 449-0358

Athavan Publications inc.

Tel: (416) 438-6568
Fax: (416) 438-5549

YASO SINNADURAI

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR, NOTARY PUuBLIC

T HE l.J;\'.r‘.f OFFICES OF "I'.A'»"f;”.CI:;IIN?-M‘-[:::HAII
2100 Euesmere Roap, Surre 202
ScarsoroucH ON MI1H 3E7
TeEL: 416-265~-3456
Fax: 416~265-2770

Mississauca cConusuLTaTion a1 (905) 306-1100
ITORMEY - AT- LAW, SR LANKA AND SOUCITOR, ENGLAND

/""\ WHOLESALER & CONSOLIDATOR @
IATA

FORMAJOR AIRLINES
alb

Thaiyaa T. Raja

President

AdI TRRAVELS

1900 Kennedy Road
Scarborough, ON M1P2L8
e-mall: salss@ajblravels.com

Tel:(416)4120244
Fax:(416)4120219
Wab: www ajbfravels.com

#BiviIDEO MARUT

- YOUR VIDED PQOFESSIONALS
r}} \\/r!\ IDED PRC '. CTIONS
INT TI10! . IDED CONVERSION
VEL K!RUBA

1841 Lawrance Ave. E

(2nd FEUUI’_; Tel.: (416) 751-2060
Scarborough, Ont Res: (416) 751-8143
M1R 2Y3, Canada Fax: (416) 751-7451
(Lawrence & Pharmacy)

Tel: (416) 690-4649

%%TIMHRT

1 HOUR SERVICE ON MOST R,
EYE EXAMS '

294 Main Street, Unit 2 3150 Eglinton Ave. E., Unit 6
(at Danforth) (Eglinton & Markham)
Professional Bidg., Scarborough, Ont.
Toronto, Ont. M4C 4X86 Mi1d 2H2

Tel: (416) 266-3389




