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Swami Vivekananda

“Stand up, be bold, be sfrong

Take the whole responsibility

on your shoulders

and know that you are the creator

of your own destiny

All the strength and success you want
is within yourselves

Therefore make your own future.
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Message

: I am very happy to know that the Saiva Mangaiyar
Vidyalayam has completed 60 years of useful service to the
student community, imparting to them our ancient culture,
along with the regular course of secular education. At this
moment of great joy and fulfilment, it is imperative on our
part to remember with gratitude, the Founder and other
active members of this great institution, and offer them our
sincere respect.

I take this opportunity to congratulate the Manage-
ment, the Principal and the staff for their untiring work,
coupled with the spirit of love and dedication to the noble
cause of imparting True Education.

May the Lord bless this Institution in every respect
is my earnest prayer!

Swami Atimaghanananda

Swami-in-charge
Ramakrishna Mission
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Message

It is with a sense of deep nostalgia that | send this message to the Diamond Jubilee Magazine
of Hindu Ladies College.

Sixty years is a short period in the life of a school but it is a grand achievement especially when
one remembers that this Hindu Ladies College was founded at a time when alien thought, language and
culture overshadowed our Hindu thought, culture and Tamil language. The Founders of the Saiva Mangaiyar
Kalagam which is the parent body of this College built it up and hoped that their objects of fostering and
promoting Hindu religion, culture and Tamil language will be fulfilled into a beautiful synthesis which will
spread its educational and cultural fragrance over the Hindu community of Sri Lanka.

On a fair auspicious Vijayadasami mom, sixty years ago, this school was bom consisting of seven
little children with Mrs Sivanandam Tambiah as its first Manager and my revered mother Mrs Sornacanthy
Nallainathan as its first Head Mistress. Today when the school has over thousand three hundred children
on roll, is an A Grade Institution and is on the threshold of its Diamond Jubilee, destiny has placed me
in the responsible position of Manager of the College — indeed a significant coincidence.

The remarkable pioneers of the Kalagam had inspired a many splendoured tradition of education
for they had the capacity to see the plant in the seed, to visualise the tomorrow in today and know the
importance of religion, culture and the mother-tongue in the development of a child. Ours is the blessed
privilege of continuing to help train young girls in the educational and cultural fields in an atmosphere of
our age old traditions enabling them to form the right values of life, face the challenges of the times and
help develop their personalities to blossom out fully.

In our sixty years history, we have had moments of sadness and greater moments for rejoicing.
The Diamond Jubilee is indeed a time of celebration especially when we hear the cheerful sound of children’s
voices, see them in their moments of prayer and meditation and in their hour of serious study.

May we pledge anew with all our mind and heart that we shall discharge our sacred task of working
for the betterment of the education of our children constantly keeping before us the ideal of our Founders.

With this pledge, | send my warmest congratulatidns to the Principal, Staff and Children. May Lord
Shiva shower His choisest blessings on them to continue their great work.

Sivanandini Duraiswamy

President — Saiva Mangaiyar Kalagam and
Manager, Hindu Ladies College.



Message

It is a very special privilege to offer at the
altar of the Temple of Knowledge — Vidyalayam
— Where I had served for several years, the
tender fragrant flowers of gratitude.

May this Hall of Wisdom which sprang
to life in a simple humble way, continue to grow
in strength, and offer guidance and sustenance
to those who come a-searching for that beam

of light that is so necessary for success in all
walks of life.

May all those who impart knowledge,
who receive knowledge and those who visit the
College, for the sheer joy of basking in the
atmosphere made holy by the many who had
toiled hard with sihgle-minded devotion to make
the Vidyalayam — Hindu Ladies College — a
beacon light to all generations, grow Jfrom
strength to strength and be a blessing to
humanity.

“Arise! Awale! and stop not till the goal
is reached”.

Nahammal Kasipillai
Principal 1937 - 1969



Message

We are delighted that the Hindu Ladies College would
be celebrating its Diamond Jubilee this year. Sixty years is an
important milestone in the life of an institution and our congratu-
lations and best wishes go to the Kalagam management, the
Principal, Staff and students of the college on this laudable
achievement.

On this occasion we are reminded of the small band of
founders, who by their vision, courage and dedication brought
this institution into being. The torch of learning was later carried
with sincere devotion and hard work by small waves of women
who followed them. Today the College stands as a beacon light,
fostering Hindu culture and the Tamil languagethereby fulfilling
the hopes and aspirations of the Hindu public.

It is our fervent prayer that the Hindu Ladies College
should grow from strength to strength, spread the universal
values of love and truth and assist in creating peace and
harmony in our motherland.

Yogendra Duraiswamy
President,
Hindu Ladies College Welfare Society



Editorial

On the eve of the Diamond Jubilee Celebration of Hindu Ladies College,
let us at the outset reflect on the objectives of our Founders who established
this Institution sixty years ago. The main objective of the Founders was to
inculcate a sound education to Hindu Students in an atmosphere.of Hindu
Culture and Traditions. Inspired by these ideals, the Hindu Women’s Society
founded the Saiva Mangaiyar Vidyalayam on the Vijayadasami Day in 1932.
The school started with seven pupils and a few honorary teachers. From small
beginnings, the school developed into an ‘A’ grade school despite many a set
back and handicaps. Today we see the fulfiilment of the dream of the Founders
who by their sweat and toil had nurtured this Institution through these sixty
years.

Anonfee levying schoolis subject to several constraints such as shortage
of funds, dearth of teachers and lack of accommodation. It is no easy task
to surmount these obstacles. In 1960, the Vidyalayam faced a sudden unexpe-
cted crisis when the Government decided to take over the private schools.
Yet the pioneers with fortitude and determination opted to run the Institution
as a Non-Fee levying private school without any assistance from the Gove-
rnment. The next twenty years was a period of trials and tribulations. The
Management did not have the financial resources for the efficient running of
the school. The mere struggle to exist and maintain the school meant considera-
ble sacrifices from the staff and the Management. However in 1980, the grant
in aid for approved teachers was restored which relieved the financial burden
of the management to some extent. The erection of the new three storeyed
building in memory of the Founders which was largely due to the labours of
the present President, deserves special mention. This has to a great extent
minimized the problem of accommodation.

In this Jubilee year, let us remember with deep gratitude our Founders.
We owe our present strength to the untiring efforts of the members of the
Kalagam, our principals and the members of the staff. Today we can proudly
say that the Vidyalayam has achieved its objectives to a large extent. Let us
march farward into the twenty first century carrying the torch lit by our Founders.

We express our grateful thanks and appreciation to all those who have
sent us their messages and articles in response to our request. Our thanks
are also due to Ananda Press for the job done at short notice and all those
who have helped us to publish this souvenir.
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PRINCIPAL’S PRIZE DAY REPORT — 1991

Reverend Swamiji, Hon’ble Chief
Guest, Chairman, President and me-
mbers of the Board of Management, We-
lfare Society, Distinguished Guests and
Friends.

We are privileged to have in our midst
today as Chief Guest, Hon'ble Justice
Palakidnar and Mrs. Palakidnar.

Mr. Palakidnar occupies a position of
eminence in this country, as President of
the Court of Appeal. He has been a Judi-
cial Officer for more than 25 years and
earned a good name for himself in the
legal profession. We are aware that as a
Judge, he has performed his duties wi-
thout fear, favour or in expectation of any
reward.

His secret of success as a good judge
is thatheis deeply religious. Heis adevout
Hindu and observed the tenets of Hindu
Dharma. His service in the furtherance of
Hinduism, Hindu Culture and Arts is well
known, He was responsible for establi-
shing the Saiva Maha Sabai when he was
a District Judge of Puttalam.

Mrs. Lakshmidevi Palakidnar is also
equally known among the Tamil Ladies
as a Pioneer Carnatic Musician.

We extend to them a hearty welcome
and express our grateful thanks for acce-
pting our invitation and finding the time to
grace this occasion with their presence.

We are also glad to extend a hearty
welcome to Swamiji, Chairman, other di-
stinguished Guests, Board of Manage-
ment and Well Wishers.

Your presence today will be a source
of encouragement to our Staff and Stu-
dents.

Hon’ble Chief Guests and Friends !

You may be aware of the services re-
ndered by our School to Hindu Education
in this country. Our School was founded
in 1932 and during these 60 years, it has
grown to a leading educational institute
for Tamil speaking students in Colombo.

The main objective of the Founders of
this institution was to impart an education
in a Hindu environment and culture to
Hindu students. It is not an exaggeration,
if [ say, that our school has always lived
up to the expectations of our Founders.

On this occasion, we remember with
gratitude the illustrious services of the
Founders, members of the Board of Ma-
nagement in the past and present, the
Principals and the staff who contributed
so much in the course of Hindu Education
and Culture through this institution which
we are all proud of, today.

The College Prize Day function is an
important occasion for the students and
staff alike. To the Staff, this is-an occasion
when they feel proud of the achievements
of their students. To the students, this is
anoccasion, where they feel proud of their
achievements when they receive a prize
before a distinguished audience.

However, a memorable function of this
nature has been eluding us for a number
of years. | am happy that after 10 long
years, a College Prize Day funct'on takes
place today and | thank the staff, well
wishers and others who have made this
function a success.

The present educational system is
beset with many problems. It may help the
learners to earn a livelihood. But prepa-
ring the children for earning a livelihood



should not be the only aim of education.
What do we see onthe otherhand ? There
is marked deterioration in human beha-
viour and human character. Education
has failed to curb this situation today. It
has become very necessary to intergrate
religious, cultural and human values into
the curriculum in schools. An introduction
of value-oriented education is the only
salvation for the present ills of society.

Hon’ble Chief Guest & Friends,

| now have the pleasure to submit a
short report of the School activities during
the year 1991.

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
No. of Students on Roll 1190
Staff Full Time Teachers 38
Graduates 14
Trained 7
Certificated Teachers 17
Part Time teachers 7

Examination Results

Year 5 Scholarship Examination
No. sat: : 46
No. obtaining scholarship: 24

G. C. E. Ord. Level:
No. sat: 49
No. qualified for Adv. Level: 33

G. C. E. Adv. Level:

No. sat: Science 42
Commerce 37

No qualified to enter the University:

Science 16

Commerce 26
Best Results:

Science 2A’s & 2B’s

Comerra 2A’s & 2B’s

Achievement in Sports
Despite the severe handicaps such as

lack of playground facilities our students
have done well in sports.

The annual Inter-House Sports Meet for
Primary students was held in February
1991 at the Rudra Park Playground with
Mrs. Kanagasabai, the then Manageress
of the School as the Chief Guest.

The Annual Inter-House Sports Meet
for the post-primary students was held at
St. Peter’s College Grounds in April with
Mr. George Mendis, Chairman of Educa-
tion Service Committee as the Chief
Guest. The performance of our students
was highly commended by the Chief
Guest.

The Inter-House Annual Tournaments
for Badminton, Table Tennis and Throw
Ball were conducted in January this year.
Students are also trained in swimming at
the St. Peter’s College Pool. We are hope-
ful that they would achieve satisfactory
standards before the Inter-House Swim-
ming Competition, we expect to work out
this year.

Activities of Students Association

The English Literary Association con-
ducted varied Programmes of Recitation,
Dictation, Spelling Bee, Quiz and Singing.
We could not hold the Annual English Day
Programme last year, since the students
were actively engagedin staginga Drama
titted “The Lady Windermere's Fan.”

Students of our School were selected
to participate in the Final Drama Competi-
tion.

Language skills competitions were held
and Certificates of Merit were awarded to
the winners. A teacher qualified at Wendy
Whatmore Academy, has been appointed
to teach Elocution for students of all cla-
sses.



Our students secured the first and
second places in the Oratorical Contest
conducted by the Vivekananda Society.

The Tamil Literary Association organi-
zed various competitions in Drama,
Speech, Essay Writing and Mono Acting.
Our students participated and won many
awards in the Tamil Day Celebrations
conducted by the Ministry of Education.
Our Students participated in the Inter-
School Debate Competitions conducted
by D.S. Senanayake Maha Vidyalaya, St.
Thomas College and Isipathana Maha
Vidyalaya. They also participated in the
SAARC Cultural Function held at Hindu
College.

Kalaivizha was held last year after a
lapse of six years. Hon’ble P. Devarajah,
Minister for Hindu Affairs who was the
Chief Guest at the Kalaivizha, comme-
nded highly the skills of our students.
“Kannaki” one of the dramas staged at
the Kalaivizha was broadcast by the
S.L.B.C. The Rupavahini Corporation
tele-cast some of the songs and dance
programmes. Primary School children
participated in the Vanna Cholai Progra-
mme conducted by the Rupavahini
Corporatiion.

Dramatic Society

The Dramatic Society had a very suc-
cessful year in 1991. They staged many
plays and participated in Inter-School
Drama Competitions. One of our stu-
dents, Miss Vahini Karunarakaran was
judged the Best Actressinthe Inter School
Drama Competition organized by D.S.
Senanayake Maha Vidyalaya.

Religious Association

The Religious Association conducted
special Poojas during the Navarathiri, Si-

varathiri and Kanda Sashdi Festivals: and
commemorated all other festivals. Va-
rious competitions were held to mark
these functions. Competitions in “Garland
Making” “Kolam” discourses by eminent
Religious Persons, and “Thirukural Ma-
nanam” were highlights of the Religious
Activities during the last year. The partici-
pation and guidance by Swami Athmana-
ndajiinthe activities of the Religious Asso-
ciation is greatly acknowledged.

Our students had actively participated
in the various competitions and Progra-
mmes, organized by the Rupavahini Cor-
poration and other schools. The five parti-
cipants at the “Pan Isai” Competition won
prizes organized by the Saiva Munetra
Sangam. Students also participatedin the
Saiva Neri Weekly programmes conduc-
ted by the S.L.B.C.

The Science Association

The Science Association meets once
a month. The meeting takes place in the
form of “Do you know Contests” reading
articles on Science & Scientific Discove-
ries and Advancement. The Association
presented a team to participate at the
Science Contest organised by the Institu-
te of Chemistry.

Girl Guides Association

Our Girl Guides participated at the
“Thanks Giving Day” programme held at
the Girl Guides Headquarters. An Enrol-
ment ceremony was also held, followed
by a social function during the 3rd Term.

Elocution Classes

A total of 60 students follow the Elocu-
tion Classes now. This number is expe-
cted to increase in future. Classes are
conducted from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. once a
week. We expect that the students would
have reached satisfactory standards to sit



for an exam conducted by the Wendy
Whatmore Academy in March this year.

Our Needs

The most important of our needs today
is the Playground facilities for our stu-
dents.

You will agree with me that the sports
field is as important as the classroom to
mould the character of the students. Such
is the importance given to sports in the
extra curricular activities of the school.

Considerable difficulty is encountered
in booking the playground for the students
outside the school. Not only the available
playgrounds are at a fair distance from the
school, but worse, the environment
around the playing field is not conducive
to the students.

Therefore, the need for a school play-
ground should receive priority both with
the Management and Parents.

We also need funds to pay the salaries
of increasing number of our tutorial staff.
Only fifteen, out of the forty five teachers
salaries are paid by the Dept. of Educa-
tion. The Board of Management have to
find the financial resources to pay the
salaries of other members of the staff.

| appeal to the Parents and Well-
wishers to lighten this burden for Manage-
ment by contributing generously to the
College Welfare fund.

Qurs is the only privately managed
Hindu Educational Institution in Colombo
today, which has opened its doors, to
accommodate the displaced students
from the North and East of Sri Lanka. So
much so, even the Christian National
Council was full of praise for our institution
and volunteered to help us financially.

Before | conclude this report, it is my
pleasant duty to thank the members of the
Board of Management for the active co-
operation and guidance given to me in
performing my duties. The new building
in which you are today in this premises
is the fruit of their labour. The Tamil Co-
mmunity will be ever grateful to them for
the rapid advancement, the school has
seen in the recent past.

| also thank the Parents and members
of the Welfare Society for their help and
co-operation.

I shall fail in my duty, if | do not ackno-
wledge the co-operation | have received
from the Tutorial Staff, the non tutorial
Staff and the Prefects.

I thank you all once again.
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The English Literary Association

Patron: Principal

Teacher in charge:  Mrs Surendra Thirunavukarasu
President: Nirmala Rajalingam

Vice President: Dharshini Renganathan
Secretary: Subashini Sivanathan

Asst. Secretary: Shankari Shanmugarajah
Treasurer: Rushanthi Anjana Pushparajah

It is with great pleasure that | submit the report for the year 1992.

The English Literary Association holds regular meetings once a month conducting
various programmes such as quiz contests, recitation, prepared speeches, dramatization
and song recitals. This no doubt provides us training in leadership and enables us to
share useful information. It also helps us to acquire a good fluency of the language.
Every member of the association willingly comes forward to participate in the progra-
mmes. In addition, we have the annual English Day organized by our association with
the guidance of the teachers of English.

This year, the English Day was held at the Kathiresan Hall on the 6th of August
under the distinguished patronage of Dr. Richard Fuller, Representative The Asia
Foundation. There were various items such as plays, choral speeches, dramatization,
song recitals and prepared speeches. Apart from the cultural programme, competitions
were organized in various skills such as Recitation, Oratory, Reading and writing.
Certificates were awarded to the first three winners.

In conclusion, | thank all the members of the Association for the interest they
have shown in the activities of the Association. | shall be failing in my duty if | do not
express my grateful thanks to the teachers of English for their help and guidance.

Subashini Sivanathan
Secretary
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Girl Guides Report — 35th Colombo

Patrol Forget-Me-Not Lotus Rose Sunflower
Leader N Sivakami S Sashikala S Nivethitha S Shivanthy
Second S Nivethana C Sasirekar Mathuri A Niranjala

Trusty, Loyal, Helpful,
Sisterly, Courteous, Kind
Obedient Smiling Thrifty
Pure as the rustling Wind’

We are very happy to present the report of the 35th Guide Company of Hindu
Ladies College.

Meetings are held every Friday. We do have a varied programme and find the
time slipping fast, Test work, patrol drill, games, cooking, drama, dancing and sing song
are some of the items on our programme. We have also been mindful of children in
the refugee camp.

We are happy to record that most of the Guides are very keen.

The Girl Guides Association in Sri Lanka is 75 years this year. A varied and
interesting programme was planned for this. We are glad that we have been able to
take part in the Thinking Day Rally at Ratmalana, the Avurudha Kumari Competition,
the Shramadana Campaign organised by the Senior Guides, the All Island Rally at Henry
Pedris Park and last but not least the All Island Camp. Guiding promotes understanding,
harmony and the spirit-of oneness among girls of different races and creeds. This we
experienced at the All Island Camp.

In conclusion our thanks go to our Principal for the help and encouragement
she gives us at all times. We thank our teachers who help us with music, singing, dancing
and in many other ways. Last but not least we say a big thank you to Ms. M. Masilamani
and Mrs. Gajendradas for keeping the flag of Guiding flying at Hindu Ladies College.

To our sister Guides we say always strive to keep to your motto ‘BE PREPARED”.

Sashikala Samuel
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SPORTS CLUB 1992
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SENIOR BAND




A scene from the Lady Windermere’s Fan

ENGLISH DAY 1992
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Our students at the computer class




njtem at the Diamond Jubsilee Celebrations
of the Hindu Women'’s Society




Prayer Hall donated by Mrs. Sivanantham Thambiah

Diamond Jubilee Hall — Under Construction
(Donated by the Principal, Staff and Parents)



Scholarship Holders Year 5

Chumangala Thirumal

Bhavatharanie Sitharam

Ananthy Narendran

Sharmini Jeyapathy

Brammananthy Raveendran

Dishna Candapa Segaram

Sumudini Sathivadivel

Sharmila Shanmugaratnam
9. Umagayathri Thiyagarajah

10. Tharanee Loganathan

11. Darchika Muthu Thevar

12. Thrashini Parameswara lyer

13. Alensy Ajunthiru Yogaseelan

14. Manjula Ratnasamy

15. Uma Guanasegaram

16. Ruba Vettivel

17. Thaniya Kokulanathan

18. Varshini Ponnambalam

19. Chanthani Rajaratnam

20. Aruna Rengiapillai

21, Abarna Rabimohan

22. Lavanya Balakrishnan

23. Vasanthapriya Vykunthavasan

24. Evelyn Nirupa Store
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Students qualified to follow A/L
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Abirami Sahadevan
Angeleena Joseph

Baahitha Sangaralingam
Dushantha Prematilaka
Dimple Dharshini Ramadas
Farzana Munsoor

Gayathri thirunavukarasu
Inul Shibliya Saheed Mohameed
Meeralini Selvarajah
Muneera Mohamed Sheriff
Nalayini Nadesan

Nalini Navaratnan -

Nilani Nagarajah
Pangayachelvi Ramar
Prashanthy Kanagasingham
Prashanthy Marcandayar
Ratnachitra Sinnavelu
RauFathul Husniya Hussain
Rohini Visakaperumal
Rushanthi Anjana Pushparaj
Shantharubine Guanasundram
Shiyamini Gunasingam

-Sharmila Durairaj

Subajini Gnanasekaran
Subalaxmy Ratnabalan
Tharmavahiny Karthigesu
Thanuja Vengadasalam
Umah Vigneswaran
Vijayaltha kathirgamanthan
Vijayalechumi Nallathampy
Annet Nilmini Arulgnanamalar
Devaki Jeyasingam
Dushanthy Thillainathan
Fathima Shifana Fareed
kalyani Velauthapiliai
Krishanthy Nagarajasekaram
Thus hanthy Pathmanathan
Umananthiny Sriskandarajah
Vanathi Paramasivam
Vasuki Krishnasamy
Nalishree Balasuppiramaniam
Premila Anandy Nadarajah
Sanjutha Sambandanathan
Sakthivani Visagapathy
Suganthini Uthayakumaran
Tharshini Sivapatham



Students qualified to apply for the University Entrance

1. Sabitha Tharmaratnam
2. Umashankari Wijeyaraj Naidu
3. Vanathi Magendra
4. Yasotha Ramalingam
5. Suganthy Suntharalingarr
6. Brintha Paramsothy
7. Chitraleka Somasundarai
8. Dushiyanthi Nadarajah
9. Eesananthini Shanmuganathan
10. Fathima Fasana Abdul Salam
11. Fathima Rifka Abdul Jabbar
12. Judy Ann Jeevarani Ponraj
13. Kalaichelvi Chelvaratnam
14. Kalaichelvi Thiruchelvam
15. Kavitha Theiventhiran
16. Maithily Gunaratnam
17. Naguleswary Arunasalam
18. Najimunissa Mohamed Naseer
19. Pamild Sundaram
20. Sasikala Muthukrishnan
21. Shanthini Shanmugam
22. Shanthini Sivagurunathan
23. Siratharshini Sakthivel
24. Shihara Haris
25. Shubana Rajenthiram
26. Amirthiny Pathmanathan
27. Chandrika Balendran
28. Deivy Sivajnanasundaram
29. Devaky Kathiramathamby
30. Jayanthi Ahilendran
31. Kavitha Nadarajah
32. Kuhayini Kandasamy
33. Mahilini Aruleswaran
34. Nalina Nadarajah
35. Nanthini Sathasivam
36. Narmatha Kangeyan
37. Sutharshini Kathirithamby
38. Sutharshini Sundaralingam
39. WUma Selladurai
40. Vanitha Ramalingam
41. Vathani Rajadurai
42. Yogaranjani Gopalakrishnan



Administrative & Tutorial Staff — 1992

Mrs G Balachandran Principal

Mrs P Gajendradas Vice Principal

Mrs | Manoharan

Mrs V Ganeshan

Mrs K Srinamasivayan

Mr A J Hector

Mrs K Vythiakumar

Mrs K Raveendran

Mr V Shanmugarajah

Miss P Kularajasingham
Mr S Sivakumaran

Mr A Kanenthirarasa

Mr R Sathiaseelan

Mrs T Luxman

Mr G lllangovan

Miss S Sivasubramaniam
Miss. V. Thatchanamoorthy
Mrs M Dhivaharan

Miss N Sivapatham

Mrs S Surendra Thirunavukarasii
Mrs S Rajagopalapillai

Mrs N Chelvanayagam
Mrs L Sivapatham

Miss S Arunasalam
Mrs T Selvagurunathan
Mr K Kesavathasan
Miss S Jeganathan
Miss S Satyamoorthy
Miss S Sivagnanasingam
Miss K Shanmugarajah
Mrs B Vimalarajah
Miss C Shanmuganathan
Mrs S Vasakan

Miss S Velauthan

Miss P Anthonipillai
Miss F Risaniya

Mrs R Somasundaram
Mrs T Shanmugarajah
Mrs V Mugunthan

Miss P Saravanamuttu
Mrs T N Thaha

Mr S Arulanantham

Mr K Kanagarajah
Miss S Muthiah

Miss P Somasundaram
Miss R Ambalam

Mrs Y Thangavelu

Office Staff

Mrs T Ganeshan
Mrs S Ratnagopal
Miss Y Logeswaran

B Sc Dip. in Education

B A Dip. in Education

B Sc Dip. in Education

BD

B A (Hons)

B Sc

B Sc (Hons)

BA

BBA

B Sc (Home 8cience)

B Sc '

B Sc (Hons) Dip. in Education
B Sc

B Sc (Hons)

B Sc

B Com (Hons)

B Sc

BA

B A (Music) & Dip. in Dancing
English Special Trained
(London) inter Arts & English Spedial Trai-
ned

Tamil Trained

Tamil trained

Tamil Trained

Tamil Trained

Arts Trained

Dip. in Music (Carnatic)

Dip. in Dancing

Dip. in Music (Western)

Licentiate Degree in Speech & Drama
Certificate in Advanced Course in Vocatio-
nal Guidance & Employment

Librarian



IN MEMORIAM

Mrs. Jayathevi Sivapathasuntharam Mrs. Chandrathilagam Sabaratnam

Miss. Yogambigai Kanagasabai
(Past Principal)

It is with deep sorrow that we record the deaths of two of our past teachers
and principal who by their noble character and dedication won the hearts of
us. We remember with love and gratitude the memory of those dear ones and
the invaluable services they rendered to the institution.

34540






Mrs. A. Kathirgamalingam Mrs. S. Sathasivampillai
17.01.1955 - 84 01.07.1955 - 83

Mrs. G. Balachandran
01.02.1961 -

Miss. S. Arunasalam
02.07.1956 -

Mrs. T. Kanagaratnam
01.03.1962 - 88



HINDU LADIES COLLEGE COLOMBO

Or (Miss) Pathmini Nagalingam

The establishment and wonderful growth
of the Hindu Ladies College and its allied
activities is an almost impossible task
achieved by a few women. Theirs was a
labour of love and dedication to the cause
of the Tamil Language, Hindu Religion and
Tamil Culture. Their success was due to
theirindefatigable effort, selfless dedication
and perseverance. Credit and our gratitude
go to the pioneers, the humble Trio — Mrs.
Sathasivam, Mrs. Nallainathan and Mrs.
Namasivayam.

The commencement of this success
story, was in the early 1930s with the forma-
tion of Saiva Mangaiyar Kalagam (Hindu
Women’s Society) in Colombo. The idea
was mooted by the late Mudaliyar C. Rasa-
nayagam and was well received by about
50 women of Colombo including the great
Trio. The beginning was humble and devoid
of any publicity and fanfare. They had no
wealth or land to begin with. Love for their
people and the determination to achieve
their objective was their initial investment,
when the Hindu Ladies’ College was esta-
blished in 1932 in a rented building with a
handful of students and honorary teachers.
Since commencement there was no loo-
king back, but a forward march. Of course,
the progress was not without impediment,
some of which would have made men of
stature falter and give up — there were the
brick bats; jealousy, not uncommon among
Shri Lankans; there were hurdles placed
by educational policy changes; there were
the adverse effects of communal disturba-
nces and worst of all the lack of necessary
finances to keep going.

As an old girl of Hindu Ladies’ College,
| am indeed grateful to my Alma Mater, for
making me what | am. | learnt at Hindu
Ladies’ College from the Kindergarten to
the University entrance, gaining admission
to the Medical Faculty. A common yard
stick used to determine the status of a
school is by the number of its students

entering the University. | stuck to Hindu
Ladies’ College to the last, inspite of pre-
ssure brought on me by my parents and
well wishers who thought that one could
enter the University only through one of the
few so called “Big Schools”. | am happy
that | disproved this erroneous notion. |
wish that the future students of Hindu La-
dies’ College and their parents will resist
from degrading the Hindu Ladies College
by such actions. After all Hindu Ladies
College is not second to any of the “Big
Schools”

1 should say that | was very fortunate to
have joined the schoo!l when Miss N. Kasi-
pillai was the Principal and was in school
during the time Miss M. Arumugam was the
Principal, both of whom were responsible
in no small measure for bringing the school
to its present position.

As the teachers in this school were not
transferable, they took an inherent interest
in all the activities of the school and were
very dedicated.

I 'am also grateful for the training | recei-
ved to live the Hindu way of life and propa-
gate the ideas of our Religion and Culture.

Now in the year of the HINDU LADIES’
COLLEGE'’S Diamond Jubilee, let us, old
gils and well wishers of Hindu Ladies’
College remember with gratitude the pio-
neers and all others, who by their dedicated
service were responsible for the success
of Hindu Ladies’ College. Let us resolve to
actively participate in all the activities of the
Hindu Ladies’ College and libetally contri-
bute to swell the funds so essential for the
growth and development of the Hindu La-
dies’ Coliege Colombo.

May the Hindu Ladies’ College Colombo
grow from strength to strength !

Girls may come and girls may go, but the
Hindu Ladies’ College, Colombo shall go
on for ever.



"BAGPE[RWIA 'SIN ‘UBYIRUBIBQUIBYNS "SI :
,sm._mgmnmz.m__z_Emncmcm_:ig_z_cmgm\smm_mme.ﬁhcﬁmcumc:v_;_z_Em_mmmc:e«.mm__z‘cmcumcm@cmm.m‘_s_.._mm.m:\imo:\mc\bcmhm

‘BABPRUBIN "IN ‘UBlpue) "SI
‘Welepunsewos Jy ‘ueipueydeleq ‘siN ‘Alemsien N ‘Awemsieing “SIN ‘UesepeBny I ‘IDAIPBAIUINES "SI ‘WR[BqUIBUUOd N (Y 01 ) pe1ess

AL3I00S FHV4TIM




Our Students at the 157th Birthday
Celebration of Sri Ramakrishna

Maha Sivarathri Day




SOME THOUGHTS ON THE PLACE OF WOMEN
IN HINDU SOCIETY

Mrs. Poomani Gulasingar
Lect. in Education,
Faculty of Education, University of Colombo

Modern Society has witnessed innume-
rable discoveries and inventions in the
fields of Science and Technology. In co-
nsequence of this man has made conside-
rable progress in the fields of Science,
Medicine, Technology, Economics, Co-
mmerce and Trade. Wealth has become
a key factor in life and the goal lies in
amassing wealth and power. The electro-
nic media has brought the different parts
of the world much closer than ever before
and man is able to witness events and
happenings in any part of the world from
his home. Imitation of the West irrespecti-
ve of-culture seems to be the pattern of

the day. As Swami Renganathanda puts

it “Pleasure, Profit & Power” has become
the goal of man. This material progress
has increased competition jealousy and
greed in all walks of life. This is breeding
fear, frustration & suspicion which are
working vigorously to disturb the peace
and tranquility of the Society. Coupled
with this the women, by weight of her
educational qualifications has left her
home and entered the “mad rush” of
money making claiming liberty and equali-
ty she competes with man for education
and employment. She imitates his role
and function discarding her own roles and
functions. This divorce from the home
which is her due place is having serious
repercussions on the family and society
at large. Home life is disrupted child rea-
ring and training have been relegated to
non interested people or to institutions.
Children, the future adults deprived of the

protection and care in the home, thirsting
to have their needs satisfied become the.
victims of insecurity, fearor frustration and
resort to narcoti¢s, alcohol and drugs.
Welfare associations and institutions are
being called to meet their needs. The
UNICEF charter on children’s rights is
partly the result of this malaise in present
society. In this context it is relevant to
consider the positions of the women in our
Hindu Society and take lessons from our
ancient thinkers.

Historical tradition & culture show that
the women had been respected and held
in esteem by the Society. The situation
appears to have changed during the post
Buddhistic and Islamic periods. In the
Hindu Dharma sastras and epics their
position isvery clear. The following state-
ments indicate their position.

“Women mustaiways be honoureaand
respected by the father, brother, husband
and brothers in law who desire their own
welfare.”
again

“Women should be adored and treated
with love. Where women are treated with
honour, the Gods are said to be propitia-
ted and where women are not honoured
all acts become fruitless.”

In examining the place of women 'in
Hindu Society two factors have to be
taken into account (1) the constitution



physical and psychological (2) the ideals
of the society.

1. The Constitution

Man & woman are endowed with diffe-
rent physical & psychological make up by
nature, because they have different fu-
nctions to fulfil. It is the woman who bears
and rears the children. She is therefore
endowed with love, patience, sacrifice
and service without which children cannot
be brought up. She is supreme as a mo-
ther. The very-conception of Mother is
spiritual and Godis worshipped as Mother
in Hinduism. The Hindu ideal of woma-
nhood is mother. The home is the mothers
field even Thiruvalluar speaks of this posi-
tion. She is the mother of both man and
woman. Only a perfect wife can be an
~ ideal mother. Chastity was her main orna-
ment. Sita has been an illustration of this
conceptin Ramayana, preserving her pu-

rity and chastity was her important fu-
nction. Hence she had to be protected.
In her childhood by the father, by the
husband in youth and by the sons at old
age. “If she goes astray society goes to
ruin” says Manu, hence there were certain
- restrictions. The Welfare of a Society and
the home were according to them in the
hands of the woman, The ancient sages
therefore attached great importance to
building of an ideal home.

2. The ideals of the Society

The ideals of the Hindu Society are
derived from its conceptions of man. The
Yindus accept the existence of a soul or
Atman which is divine and eternal. The
soul has no gender, the form it takes
depends on its karma. The soul therefore
takes a male or female form to work out
its karma, and move towards perfection.

~ To Swami Vivekananda it is “the manife-

station of the perfection already in man.”
In moving towards this goal, the soul has
to perfarm duties so as to manifest this
potential divinity, by functioning in Society
in accordance with their psycho-physical
make up. This is called one’s Sivadharma
— the duty thatis dependent on one’s own
nature. By fulfilling one’s Sivadharma one
moves towards perfection — the blosso-
ming of the innate spiritual qualities. This
has been illustrated by the life of Saratha
Devi. In Hindu Society man views the total
well being of a Society and not selfish
individual gain. Therefore the Hindu
accepts the division of labour in Society
and performs his own duty consciously
with commitment and dedication.

Marriage in Hindu culture is not a con-
tract but a sacred trust — a union of two
souls. The two souls actually unite to fulfil
the ideal of life and prepare themselves
as pilgrims of the “Jiva Yatra” to realise
the fullest spirituality. This is effectively
expressed in the Rigveda. “The husband
and wife being equal in every respect
therefore both should join and take equal
parts in all work religious and secular.”

In the Hindu Society man and woman
are considered as playing complementa-
ry and not competitive roles. Eachis inco-
mplete without the other. The Upanishads
say they are like the two pods of a pea.
Philosophers say they are like Shiva and
Sakthi. In the Puranas like “Arthanar-
shwara.” The Divinity behind both is the
self same Atma. Here in lies the equality.
The goal of life is to assertthe inner divinity
by performing their respective functions.
All functions are equally important and the
diversity of functions makes for unity. In

todays Society we expect uniformity of

roles and functions to work for unity and
peace. In such functioning woman has her



important role as mother. Woman is the
pillarinthe home. Thiruvalluarand Avyaar
have endorsed this. It is in the home that
children are trained and shaped to beco-
me worthy memhbers of Society. Mother
is the personification of Love. This love
is transformed into self sacrifice and servi-
ce. This position can never be taken by
another. When the mother is for the most
part out of her home the caring and trai-
ning of children is neglected or relegated
to people who do not possess the natural
link. Lacking in love and care the children
become emotionally disturbed — sho-
wing a lack of self confidence, self deter-
mination, contentment and will power.
They have no adult model to follow and
often become problems to themselves
and to Society.

The social and spiritual values of the
Society are also inculcated and nurtured
in the home, by the mother. Through
stories, songs, festivals and religious pra-
ctices the children imbibe the culture and
values by participation. This type of info-
rmaland nonformallearning has a perma-
nent impact on their life and thought.

In the western concept of woman as
wife, she seeks her own pleasure, self
satisfaction and self importance. Belng
absorbed in herself she fails in her duties
and speaks of rights or liberty and equa-
lity. Copying the west she is trying to
compete with man in his own field and
imitating him throws off her womanly di-
gnity. She has given up the protective
walls of home and society and come to
the open. Instead of liberty, she is expo-
sed to all forms of exploitation. Today she
is exposed by the mass media as a sex
sy™bol. She haslosther purity and chasti-
ty and the traditional chivalrous attitude
tov.ards her is also absent.

Education of the Girls

In this context it is pertinent to examine
the education of the girls. Education,
upbringing and training should be geared
to fit them to their roles and functions.
Today education is the same for boys and
girls with employment as the goal, when
their roles and functions are diffarent. This
situation needs rethinking for the well
being of the Society. They should be
grounded in moral and spiritual ideas gain
a general education to understand the
world and environment. Besides others
they need training in Aesthetics, Home
Science, Mother Craft, Health and Hygie-
ne together with Social Sciences. In these
times of stress and strain brought about
by social changes girls are forced to work
for economic reasons. In such situations
they could take to professions where they
can maintain their womanly dignity and
which are in harmony with their own natu-
re rather than compete with man, displa-
cing him. At a time when there is no full
employment even for men, and there is
much frustratlon and unhappiness it
would be unwise for women to join the
fray. Should they compete with their hu-
sbands and children. under the mistaken
notion of liberty and equality and destroy
their homes? The home the basic unit of
societyis vital for children. The mother has
a duty to care and serve them. It is only
in a happy home that mutual love, regard
and service are cultivated and character
is moulded. Children move out from here
as worthy members of society. The vital
role of the woman in the home with all its
functions should be inculcated to our gitls,
and prepared for their life. With man as
equal partner they should be made to
realise their duties and functions if we wish
to halt, the youth unrest and the calamity
our society is heading for.
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The World of Science

Is there such a thing as ‘The World of Science’ as opposed to the ‘Science of the
World'. The basic of science is that there are general principles common to all systems.
This cannot rank as an axiom. Where is the necessary proof? If we say that it rests on
the law of nature we need go no further, but we know where that leads. The idea of science
forms part of the common stock of ideas but have not much closer connection with nature
than have the rules of artithmetic, for instance.

Every Science has many principles of which it may be said that no one apart from
students of that science has any knowledge or conception of their meaning. In general
notions of that kind are for the most part little more than matters of classification and analysis.
Anyone who has made the attempt will know how difficult it is to explain the complicated
and complex ideas behind certain scientific experiments and phenomenon.

When one looks around he will find himself fully immersed and embedded in the
midst of marvels of scientific inventions. For the common man this may sound rather cryptic.
But an analytic mind will examine the various items of day to day activity as novel and
fashionable. It may be that the feeling one gets in this regard is, that there is a Western
touch and aura about, when one deals with sophisticated machinery. But, it must be
emphasised that, he is Western or Eastern, the marvels of Science excel their mark.

No word in the English language has been so much discussed as ‘Science’. It is
not easy to define, but the most welcome and accepted view revolves round the idea of
discipline. A discipline as above defined includes analysis and synthesis.

We may leave to others the question whether conception formulated above regarding
science can be fitted to our ancient and modern system of livelihood. It is certain that
it could be applied to both. The difference in times does not matter materially for the basic
scientific qualities: It may be that the ancient people may not have had the opportunity
of enjoying the fruits of modern comfortable living through sophisticated machinery.

In considering the cogency of the view that all a man can be entitled to claim is
comfort and convenience, it must be remembered that scientific inventions have lead to
constructive as well as destructive process in the modern world.

It must also be remembered that many of the things which we think of as beneficial
have turned out to be harmful for human life. We are at preset concerned very much about
AIDS which is branded as a deadly disease. We have not with all our scientific knowledge
been able to find the root cause or remedy for this killer, on a large scale.

Infactthe only solid argumentin the universe is the one about Wars. Nuclear weapons
have devastated the various states on to a state of ruin. What more have we got to expect
from this universe, when we ourselves are paving the way for destruction-and demolition.

Experts and Scientists are always trying to find new ways of improving the quality
of ‘any item found in the universe. This may be appreciated as a revolutionery advance
in the field of science. When we look around our house of today we find ourselves in the
midst of marvels of scientific inventions.

Thus the world of science has taken over a new look and turned over a new page,
in the moulding of the civilization of mankind.

Nirmala Rajalingam
Head Prefect
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