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Jaftua, October @5-111, 1849,

PUYSICAL ERRORSOF HINDUISM.
[Cantinned fram page 83.]

11. With regard to the support of the earth, the
authors of the Hindu Shastras err is egregiously, as re-
specting its shape or forin ; nor do they less contra-
dict one another in the foriner, than in the latter sub-
stance. -

" One supposition, and that which is the most popu-
Jar, is, that the earth rests on the thousand heads of
the infernal dragon Ananta, the great serpentine mani-
fpstation of Vishna. The Hindw philosophers, who
were always in the Labit of judging from appearances,
folt a great difficulty in conceiving how the earth
conld ssnd in empty space, withonta prop, when they
saw every thing on its surface unsupported fall to the
cround. ~ While, therefore, they were thus compelled
5 assizn an imaginacy support for the earth, they felt,
at the same tine, the necessity of snpposing that sup-
port to be without anend ; for the difficulty in ques-
tion is uot atall removed by any supposition, whicl
makes the prop of the earth a finite object; as, in this
case, the same question, that was started in the begin-
Ay, cas with equal foree be asked again. Hencethe
Hindu writers, yery ingeniously, as they themselves
considered i, made the great upholder of the earth to
be a monstrous serpent without termination; and
thonght therehy to femove all the difficulty that lay
i the way of accounting for the position of the earth
:n the immensity of space. How narrow must have
heen the knowledge of those sages, the boasted models
+f wisdoin, and how limited the eapacities of their un-
devstanding, not to litve known the simple fact, that
the earth reguires no sipport at all?

But this is wet all. The theoey of the intermina-
bie serpent was too simple to snitthe minds of all the
Hindu Philosophers,  They must have something
more complicated, more pradigious, and more marvel-
lous,—something better adapted te the peculiar turn
of the mnative mind, whick takes delight in nothing,
tat the most fantastic dreams of the imagination, Ac-
cordingly, the Hindu Philosopher begins to work in
itis fancy, and brings out a theory, as remarkable for
its novelty as forits. wildness and extrayvagance. ** The
earth,” says he, *is first placed on the heads of An-
anta, which stands on the back of a tortoise, which in
its turn is supported by eight elephants, standing on
cight sides.”” Though, in point of accuracy both the
former and the present theory stand on the same foot-
mg,—for they are bath equally erroneous, yet, view-
d merely as thearies, this is far inferior Lo the other-
Fur it does in no wity, not even hy supposition, us the
ather does, clear the difficulty, which it proposes to
remove. It gives no answer to the question, if the
earth rest on a serpent, and the serpent on a tortoise,
and the tortoise on eight elephants, whatsupports the
clephants? We are aware, that many, who, without
seading the original Shastras, receive the theory from
the Pundits orally, are led to invert or change the or-
der of the animals sapposed to support the earth. plac-
ing Ananta always at the lower extremity, as a sup-
position more natural and better calenlated to sulve
the problem in dispute. But whatever others may
think, there is unquestionable authority te support the
theory, as we give it, Forinstance, when Rama, the
great hero of the solar race,went ta the kingdom of Mi-
thila to compete for the hand of Junaki, by breaking
whe formidable bow Gandiva,and, beingammated with
the spirit of chivalry, took the almost inflexible bow
in lis hand, Lakshmana, his fond and faverite step-
Dbrather, looking at the furious aspect assnumed by Rau-
ma on the cccasion, and feeling the ground under his
feet, addressed the earth and itssupportecs, in the fol-
Iowing words:

«&Q eurth! do thou support the weight of Rama,
O Ananta! do thou sustain the burden of the earth
and Rama put together : O Curima Deya! uphold the
weight of Rama, the earth,and Ananta, all three com-
bined ; and O Dig Hastis! support the acoumulated
weight of Rama the earth, Ananta, and Kurma all
put topether." c

11, Nothing can exceed the grandeur, and at the
same time, the wildness of the theories of the Hindu
geographers, regarding the superticies of the earth.
For, what are called geographical deseriptions in the
Hindu scriptures can be viewed in noother ligiat than
as mere theories, although they are gkvex] with as

mugh confidence, as & thurough eonviction of their
truth would warrant. !

Tliere appear to be two grand theories of the earth
bronght forward in the sacred writings of the Hindus,
The first of these supposes the woild to be composed
of seven concentrie islands, or eontinents, which are
separated from each other by as many seas consisting
of liquids very different in their natures. The follow-
ing statement of this magnificent system we chiefly
draw from the second hook of Vishnu Purana, which
eontains sixteen chapters, and trents of the earth, and
the things above and below it, Of the seven great
insular continents, Jambu is placed in the centre of
the world.. 1t is of a cirenlar form, and surrounded
by the sea of salt-water (Lavana.) Next in order
i the Plaksha Dywipa, which encircles the sei of salt

water, in the form of a belt, and is itself surrounded
by the sea of sugac-cane juice (Ikshu.) Then follow
in regular suceession, the Salmali, Kusa, Kraancha,
Talks, and Pushkara Dwipas, bounded severally by the
seas of wine (Sura,) of clarified butter (Sarpi or Ghee,)
of curds (Dadli,) of milk (Dugdha,) and of the fresh
water (Jala.) Beyond all these continents and scas,the
Hindu geographeérs place a country of gold (Swarna
Bhomi.) This most extraordinary belt of land, ac-
eording to their opinicn, servesa very important pur-
pose. It prevents the waters of the last, or the furth-
ermost ocean, from flowing off in all directions.
Round this golden country, they imagine a eircnlar
chain of mountains, called Lioka-loka. Beyond isthe
land of darkness, encompassed by the shell of the
mundane egg.

But the most extravagant point, conmected with
this monstrous system, is perlaups the account of the
origin of the seven continents, and the seas by
which they are divided. ¢ Time was," says the in-
spired writer of the Srimat Bhagevala, + when the
whole surface of the carth was one oniform and
continvous plain, not intersected, as it since has
been by so many circular oceans. It was only at a
later date, that the earth came tobe sodivided. Mark
then the way in whicl the seas were produced. In
the early parl of the Satya Yug, or in the infancy of
the world, there flourished an illustrious monareh,
named Prigavarata, the son of Sivayambhu, the first
creat king of the earth, This most beloved disciple
of Vishnu, grieved at the inconvenience under which
his subjects labored in the darkness &f night, propos-
ed to himself the pleasant task of riding in his magni-
ficent car, and giving light to the world, in the place
of the sun, after it was set in the west.  And, well
might he undertake this, for the splendor of Lis body
equalled that of the meridian sun. Accordingly, he
rode in hissplendid car, which had but a single wheel,
and began to drive it with & motion as swift as that of
the sun. He made only seven revolutions, and the far-
rows, which the wheel of his car made on the earth,
became the seven mighty seas.’’ Itis much to be re-
gretted, that while our author furnishes us with such
a salisfactory account of the origin of the seven great
oceans of the world, he leaves us in utter darkness, res-

peeting the manner, in which they came to be filled |

with such sweet and pleasant eontents;—especially,
we feel assured, that he could have given us, had he
chosen, as much satisfaction on the latter Lead, as on
the former. %

With regard to the circumference of the earth, there
isa great difference of opmion. The generally re-
eeived opinion on the subject, whick is founded on
some of the Puranas, is that the earth, with its con-
tinents and oceuns, is 500,000,000 yojanas, or 4,000,
(100,000 miles in extent.  But, according to the Brah-
amanda Purana, the breadth of Jambu is 100,000. Now
following the rule above stated, that each contiueut
is twice the extent of that which precedes it, and that
the land of gold is equal in extent to the rest of the
world, and that the breadth of the Loka-loka moun-
tain is one-tenth of that central island, we first find
the radius of the sarface of the earth, and then from
it we obtain something more than 304,360,000 yojan-
as for its citcumference. Again the Tantras give an
aceount different from both.” According to. the Shai-
ya Tantra, for instance, the eircumference of the eurth
is said to be 225,350,000 yojanas only. Here then we
have again one of the many instances in whieh the
shastras contradict one another, But which ever be the
orthodox opinion, these accounts are all very far dis-
tant from the trath.  Let us consider for a moment
the magznitude of the error committed by the Hindu
writers. The real ciremmference of the earth as found
by the most. necorate observations and measurements,
is anly about 5,000 miles; but the Hindu suges main-
tain that it is one hundred sixty thousand times that
number. Indeed they make the circumference of the
earth so prodigiously large, that it is more than suffi-
cient to fill up the whole orbit of the earth round the
BUDy———
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THE PRIEST AND THE IRISH MILKMAN.

The following amusing instance of Irizh wit on the
part of a Roman Cathplic milkman, in foiling the at-
tempts of a priest to make him give up reading tife
Bible, was related by Dr. Dowling of this city, in an
address during the anniversary week. R

On reaching the milkman's humble cabin in the
country of Herry the priest thus addressed him—Ty
goad fellow, L am informed that you are in the habit
of reading the Bible; is my information correct "
 Sure, it is true, plase your rivereuce, and a fine
book it 1s tao,"

 But you know," said the priest, ““that it is very
wrong for an ignorant man like you to read the Scrip-
tares.” «Ah," replied Pat,  but you must be afther
provin that same, before 1 consint to leave it offy’

«That I will do from the book itself. Now turn to
1st Peter 22d, ¢ As new born bahes desire the sincese
milk of the word,” and one who understands what the
+sincere milk ’ is must give it you and tend yon."

Pat listened attentively to the priest's authoritative
address, but no way at a loss, replied—¢ But be asty,
yourriverence, while I tell yow. Alittle time ago,
when I was took ill, I got a man to milk my cows,
and what do you think ne did ? Why instead of giving
me the rale milk, he chated me by puttin wather into
it; and if you get my Bible, perhape{pu may be afther
sersing me that same. No,no, I'll kape my cow and
milk it myself, and then I shall get the sinecere milk
and not as 1 might from you, mixed with wather."'

The priest thus finding himself defeaied, desirots
that the mischief should spread no father, said in'a

ilintory tone—¢ Well, Pat, Tsee you are a little
wiser than I thought you ; and as yoware not quite a
babe, you may keep your Bible, but don't lend it or
read it Lo your neighbors.’”

Pat, eyeing s admonitor very cunningly, but seri-
ously, reéplied—‘¢Sure enoush, your riverence, while
I have a cow and can give a little milk to my poor
neighbors whe have none, it is my duty to do so, as =
Chyistian ; and saving your rigerence Iawill.”

The priest, concluding thut the honest milk-man
was rather a tough customer, gave up the argument
and walk off abashed.—New ¥ork Observer.®

Ruricious INTELLIGENCE 1§ SEcULAR PAPERS —It
is gratifying in a high degree to find in all our res-
pectable secular papers, a disposition to spread out be-
fore the publie, the latest religious intelligenee.
generally this 1s done in a kind and respeetfal spirit.
Once sueh a thing would not have been expected, per-
haps not tolerated. We were reminded of thisby ob-
serving in a late number of the National Intelligencer
published at Washington, an account of the sailing of
thirteen missionaries from this port, which account
was published in the last Puritan.

The Rev. D. Poor who has just retarned from a
thirty-three years' mission to the East, inalluding re-
cently to the large amount of religious intelligence
now seen in the common seeular journals of the land,
said it. reminded him of a prophetie remark of Rey.
Mr. Gallaudet of Hartford, when they were students
together at Andover Seminary, that the time mighe
come when there would Le newspapers for the diffu-
sion of religivus intelligence !—New England Puriten.

_ Avnrcoriearn.—A traveller, setting out upon a lasge
journey, was assailed on theeroad by curs.msiis
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A Dieatsta —0'Conuell's chaplain after his return
to Iteland from the scene of O'Connell's death, de-
fivered a publie address, in which he stated to his au-
djence that O'Connell was now in lieaven, and from
the livights of glory Le looked down upon them, bid-
dAing them go forward m the way wlhich, whilst yet
with them, he liad pointed out, ~"Fhis appeal made a
powerful impression, and the crowd was dismissed.

Ga the Sabbath following, this same priest said
mass for the soul of O'Connell and prayed for his ge~

d that
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tria and Bavaria cao come tono lerms on this question which
will be acceplable o the other Siates—and Prussia will can-
sent 1o o new eonfederation, witholt tie powers of the Fresi
denoy are guardntied to her.

Trary.—Venice, aftera longand gallantresistance has sur-
rendered uneonditonnlly to the Ausirian General Radetsky.
Lietters from Rome of the 2150 Augnst state that a nale was
presented wn the 19t Ang. by the French Minister 1o Car-
dinal Antonelli, comaining a solemn and pressing admonition
to the Poutifical Governnent against the course that has been
adopted hitherio, I'he Sacdinian Governmient iz also said o

Liverance from Purgatory! And it soh

tlis speech delivered on Thursday, end the fuct of his
having said mass for the repose of O'Connell’s sonl,
were both published in the Dublin newspapers on the
sanie day * Wherenpon the following difficolt gues-
finms were propounded to the priest by a Protestant
miniger : if O Connell is in heaven, as you have pul-
licly asserted, why did you say masa for the deliver-
affee of his soul from Purgatory 7 If he is in Purga-
wry, why did {0‘1 say he was in heaven? BEither
O'Counell’s soul is in heaven and in Purgatory at the
suine time, or you huve told a lie to your hearers,

.

TuE JEsuiTs agars Basisnzn.—1 would wish your
readers to mark the unanimity with which nalions
Lave expelled the servants of Loyola. 1fa single na-
taon, if two nations even, had shown this repugnance,
it might be said that they were misled by false pre-
judices. But look at what has oceurred in Furope.
#rom ull parts, except in Protestant conntries, the same
ery of anger and ‘of reprobation lias been sounded
ayrainst the Jesuits. France, Austria, Bavaria, Swit-
sgrland, the kingdom of Naples, Belgium, Ro;
yes Rome too, have had bat one thought, ene feeling,
ane wish, one voice exclaiming : ¢ Nomore Jesuils! '
Blind indeed would be the man who did not see ia this
universal protest the hand of God '—Correspondent of
the New York Obserzer.

~ A curnise RErLy.—An avaricions divine seeing a
poor boy in a deplorable condition, called him to the
door, and giving him o mouldy piece of bread, asked
Tim if he could read, to which he answered in the
negative ® to the question whether he could say fhe
Belief and the Lord’s' Prayer, the answer was the
same, 8 Well,"” said the divine, + L will teach you
hat - Our Father,” sail the instructor. ¢ Our Fath-
er,” repeated the boy: * what, your Father as well as

ine > Yes, certpinly."” *Then we are brothers,”
o be sure we are,'’ wos the ready reply. * Why
tien,'' replied the boy, pulling the crust from be-
Lind his coat, © how coyld you give a poor brother this
manldy piece of Uread #"

Inrant Epvcarios —A mother once asked aclermy-
man when she should begin the edueation of her child,
and she told him it was then four years old. © Madam,”
was lus reply, “you huve lost three years already.
From the very first smile that gleams over an infant’s
fave, your oppertunity begins.”

OVERLAND INTELLIGENCE.

The mail via Bombay brings inteligence from Buglanid to
Sept 7% We give a brief summary beluw.

Broraso.—The Quenn was still in Seothind.  She was
expeeted to retars to Oshorne about the 201k Sept—Clnlera
was extending and the number of deats sncreasing T Lon-
don and vi n;lK. Nearly®2,000 dearhis were reporied i the

week endin, P % LEAEY
InErarsn,—Tt is umoored tiat Hep Mojesiy's v
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“Wacon —Frante isin atlilemma with regard 1o the afliies
"% Her armies Baye reseated the Pipe an ibe Pouti-
e e lolio has appolited 2 Commission of Capdinzls 1w
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liave given it as its opinion Uiat the Pope s no choice bul
fo larise (e admimistration. It bas advised him 1o (o so
pracically, wiliout domg so in naine; or, in other words, 1o
nrpoim une but laymei o Government uffices, without de-
claring that the clergy are excluded by the mere fact of their
being ehurchmen, Oue of the reasans given Ly the Sardini-
an Government for @ liberal line of policy is a'singular one.
i declares that any attempi o the part of the Pope to restore
the ecelesiastieal form of g will raise such a slorm
against the Catholic Church that the effet of it will be to ex-
tend Protestantism i Ltaly ; and it adds, that such is the dis-
taste of the Roman people 1o tie course pursued by the Pa-
pal Govermment, that Protesiantism has made rapid strides
among them. In contirmalion of this fact, we may mention
the report that the celebraied Padre Gavazzi has turned Pro-
testant, and that Padre Ventura, a man whose reputation as
a eologian aud a philosoplier gives him greai influence in
Tuily. is f @ fair way of following the example, T fiet, those
wlhio bave bitherto supported the Papal canse now abandon
1, declaring what the priests by their iutemperate conduet are
paving e way for the retorn of the Liberals, in the same
wauer that1hé zeal of the Republicans defeated their own
end.  Everyihing is in amost unseuled state, and thereisno
change of improvement unless the Pope comes forward with
a elear wnd plain statgment of the policy he mtends w pursue.
—Leters from Gaeta stale that the Pope's stute Is very pre-
carions.  His bodily health does wot cause aily immediate
alarm, but is memory is giving way, and Le has great diffi-
culty in keeping lis ftiention fixed on any ouesulject even
for & few mimutes.

['The fullowing paragraphs are taken fram thie Colomha Obs.]

Cayaos.—Afier a partial lull, Ganade has been the scene
of fresit disturbances.  When the last accounts lefi, matjers
had assumed a ratlier birealennig appearance.  The inmedi-
ate canse of exeitement was the arrest of several persols im-
plicated i the riots which ended in the destruction of the Par-
lament house. The mob assembled before the residence of
Mr, Lnfouteie, broke thirough the gites, aud contineiieed a)
atiack on the duorsand windows, "They were fired un sever-
al times in succession, and ane of lhe riolers named Masan
was kitled. ‘The milivary then ok possession of the sireets,
and kept order during the uight, A Larrieade was ereeted,
bt it was soon carried by the troops, who wet with no resisi-
ance.  Oa the night of the LBl several new barricades were
thrown up, bt Were not defended.  Same street lamps wire
brokea, aod atuduight Doegan’s Hotel was buryed dowu,
whatlier by means of ineendiaries or secidentally, is ot
knowi,  The funeral of the min killed at Mr. Lafoateine's
way expected to he the seene of further disorders, as the Brit-
ish party aurhed oul en masse to aitend, 1L passed off) how-
ever, wilhiout disastrous results. Phe eoffinwas cavered with
a red pall, aod one thonsand persons foliowed i, wearing a
siilae eolour,  While tie adjonrned cofoner’s inguest apon
the o wio was shot un the 15th was sitting, and-wlile Mr.
Lafopicine, the Auormey Gencral, was under examination,
the Cypris Howel, where the procecdings were going o, wea
dispavered to be intlamas. I was sel fire 1o by au lueeudi-
ary, Dur latest aceowits are Lo the 224 ult., when the pro-
clamation of martial law was momentanly expected,

UnireD Staris.—From America welearn that an armed
expevition, which wasfiting out at New York and otber purts,
watl tie seeret purpose of wresting Cuba from the dominieqn
of Spaiu, hoving been brought otficimlly 1o the notice of the
Presidew of the i{rpuhhc, General Taylor immediaiely issu-
ed o proclamation declariig it 1o be the daty of government
to observe e faith of ex sting treaties, and to preveut any
awevession by s citizens ou the territories of friendly staes ;
furthermore requiring the expedition to be abandaned, and
wariing the expesditionists that (hey are not to expeet the m-
terference of the government at \Washington in any shape
shuulil it be vequired bereatier on their belialf.  ‘Phe slavery
question sl agituies the wnion, thengh it is plam from what
transpires, that the Gme for enancipation is not vet srrved

Phe poliden] conditien of Califurng remains very unsetiled.
A prociaiting lias heeu issied by Gen. Riley, inforwing (e
prnfile thie tiey ueed totexpeet (o be wlerated in any el
1o establish oo dependent sovernment.  The accouits from
the miues ace conflietng.  ‘Lhiere was pleuy of gold, hul (ke
Laloiir npeessary to obtain it imidaicd those who wers ui-
uaed woanueh phivsical sourt.

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE,

JAFPNA —Apnivar: axn Depanrongs—0Oct. 13th
1800 —derivad Baig Dealer, 8. Maodelly fram Cayilpatain
Oci, 18l bonnd for Juffiia i) dallast, ¥ 3

POINT PEDRO, —Oct, 200 —Arrived Schooner Auna-
Tetehiimy €. Suopramenion from Livcomalie Oct. 17th bunud
tin Gutambia, eargs 450 ewl ehon%y passcugers U yatives,

RAITES —Oct, Y2/ —Arrived Brip Rangoon from Colom-
ha Oet, G, Beuid for Jailhay Trincomalic and Batlicalos,
careo swidries, passengers Mro John Parsans, Mr, Frederick
Clagk, 1 Chins man avd 3 nikives,  Swifed Ocy. 1214, for Trin-
comalie anf Battiealoe, carga os above, passeiiger 1 China
1wl

Clet 10t —Arrived Brig Na
tly Lound Jaffna in ballast.

¥y M. Salispillay fron

Ton-

hod a1 e Amoricin Wisvion Prost, Jaffas by B

Oct. 10th—RBailed Reig Mobegilin Bux. Marisal, lound fuy
N!‘é{a[’ul‘ﬂh\ in ballast, .

Nalad Brig Patial Jubad, 8. Neconlan for Tranquebar.
earzo ghnnies.

Salied Schooner Caroline, G. Ffeywer fnr Colombo, carae
sundries, passengers Captagn anil Mrs. O'Brien, B. 1'wynam,
Esq. Lieut. T'wynan, and 8 nativ

Oct. 1V th—Arrived Schooner Feteel, Lopoo, from Coloim.
bo Cet. 8th, bound for Topo@iooray, carso Gunnies, passey-
gers Snatives.  Swiled Oct. 131h for Topootooray, cirgn as
abave, passengers 10 natives,

Oct. 12th—Sailvd Sch y, Vastian, for
Cayilpatam, eargo tobacco bales, passengers 10 natives.

ot 12th.—Arrived Brig Providence, S. Vallitivar from
Colomba Oct, 9, bound for Jaffna, cargo suudries, passen-
gers 10 natives.

Oct 12 —Arrived Schooner Mohamada Moulin Sgitho
Box, Vastinmpillay from Topoatoeray Oet. 9il, bound fiur
Colomo, earzo rice, passengers 3 natives;  Suiled he nest
day for Colomhn, cargo as above,

Oct. 1th—Arvived Schooner Puraviante Maria Jiicoh
D¢ Saint Auna, Savarimoatoo, from Nasore Oct. LIk, Ne-
iapauz-m Oct. 1th, bopnd Gor Colombo, cargo fee. &¢

ailed the same day for Colombo, cargo as above. passenzees
Mrand Mrs. Gray, children and servauts.

Qot. 14eh.—Sailed Sk Adivesayal

sal, for Cayilpatam, earzo lobaceo bales.

ct, 18th—Aprived Brig Faltal Rayman, Savarimooion
from Colombe Oct. 11th, Found for Jallia, earzo suudries,
passengers 10 natives.

Oct. 20th—Arrived Schooner Ally Cader Box Anblinuipil-
lay from Colombo Oct. 18U, baund for Negapatinm o bal-
last.  Suiled the next day for Negapattam.

Oct. 20th.—Suiled Cutler Veraleichimny, C
racal, cargo palmira rallers. y

Ot 21st.—Suiled Brig Ardeveraleichimy, J. Fernandn for
Col‘mpbo and Galle, cargo subdries, passengers 3 nalives,

Sailed Schooner Caleanaleghiny, P. Anthony (or Galle.
cargo sundries. v

lateh)

himy, S. Mari-

y for Ka-

NOTECE,

We are requested to give Notice that Mr.
John Speldwinde will commence regular
weekly religious services in Portuguese in
the house in the Pettah occupied by Mr.
Alexander Rodrigo, on Sunday the 4th No-
vember at half past 6 o'clock, P. M. All
persons interested in these exercises are re-
quested to attend.

FOR SALE.

Parties wishing to buy thaat spot of graund
at Passyoor close to Mr. Gray’s Bungalow,
on the shore of the Jaffna Lake, ean have
the Survey and other particulars from the
undersigned, by whom offers will be receiv-
ed from intending purchasers.

Jaffna, ¢
Oct. 23, 1849, § W. Ferevsos.
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