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An Optical Query
To the Editors of the Morning Star,
Gientlemen,
If an object be placed at the distance of about 10 feet
and if 4 man holds his finger ar an arms length beiween his

eyes and the object, and If he looks st the object, he will
se¢ hiz finger doubled but i he locks at the finger, he will
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sec the object doubled. This is invariably the case with regard
to all objects within the field of vision. Now those who are
conversant with the principles of optics, and the laws of vision,
are humbly  solicited to assign the natural cause of the
phenomenon,

Yours & .c
Jaffna. Aug. 14th 1341, C. Arumugapilly.
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[Answer to the Optical Question in No. 7]
To the Editors of the Morning Star.
Gentlemen,

In the act of sceinmg, the rays ol light proceeding from
the object at which we look, enter the pupil and fall on the
back part of the eye. It is ascertained by observation that the
rays must fall on given and corresponding points of this part
of each eye in order that there may be a single perception of
the object, and that il they fall on any other part of i, the
object will appear double. It is when the eyes are directed
to a particular object that the rays of light comisg from that
object and entering the eyes fall upon these given points, aund
the object 1§ seen single as it ought (0 be; but if while the
eyes are fixed on rthis object, the attention be partially directed
to another nearer or more distant this Jatter will appear double
because the rays of light proceeding from it to the eye do
oot fall on that part where they must fall to give a right
and single perception of the oblect, For instance, taking the
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phenomenon aliuded to in the question, sappose while looking
at the object a line is drawn from the finger to the back
part of each eye through the pupil. This line muyst impinge
apon a point of the eye which is exterior to a point upon which 2
line from the object falls. Hence the finger appears double.

In the same manner, it may be shown, that while looking
at the finger, if a line be drawn from the object to the back
part of each eye through the pupil, this line will not fall on
the given and corresponding points of the eye, but on a point
nearer to the nose. Hence the object will appear double,
while the finger is seen single.

An answer to the following  question is desired, viz.
What is the use of two eyes?

Yours & ¢
Batticotta, Sept. 29th 1841. D. L. Carrol
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[Oh the Answer to the Optical Query]

To the Editors of the “Morning Star’,
Gentlemen,

The principle, respecting the corresponding points in the
retina of our eyes, alluded to in the answer, it must be
admitted, is established by observatien to be one of the laws
of vision in the human constitution, and we must have recourse
to this law in order to solve the phenomenon in question; but,
that the nature of this law of vision is not fully comprehen-
ded appears very evident from the unsatisfactory and incorrect
mode¢ of argument and reasoning advanced in thus applying
the principle referred to in order to account for the phenomenon;
For,

1. It is asserted in the answer that the rays proceeding
from “those objects only where the axis of our eyes meet fall
upon the cortesponding points in the retina; and therefore those
objects only, according to the above lJaw must appear single
whereas, we know that when we have thus fixed our eyes
upon those objects; if partial attention be paid to the circumjacent
objects at the same distance, but in different direction, the
latter are never seen double, but always single; then how is
this phenomenon to be accounted for?

2. It is stated that when our eyes are particularly
directed to one object, if we slightly attend to another object
which is nearer or more distant, and if straight lines be con-
ceived to be drawn from the latter to the back part of our
eyes, these lines will impinge upon points which are interior
or exterior to the points upon which lines from the object
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will fall; hence it was argued that the latter object must
appear double. This conclusion is not correct: for when we
look at an object, if we attend to the circumjacent objects,
and if lines be thus conceived to be drawn to the relina in
our eyes, these lines also will hit upon parts which are exterior
and interior; consequently these objects too must appear double;
but we never have such an uncommen perception.

Another Question on Optics

I beg for an answer to the following qucstion; “How is
it that objects when images are poimnted in an inverted form
in the retina are seen erect?”’ '

Answer to the question, ‘““What is the use of two
eyes’” in No. 19.

The appointment of the Author of nature in having best-
owed upon us the faculty of sight which is exercised through
the medium of the organ called eye is that we may see external
things, their colours, magnitudes, figures, distances & c as they
are; and this too of all the objects which fall within the fleld
of vision; but whether we acquire the knowledge of the qualities
of external objects originally or by cxperience does not in the
least interfere with the settlement of the present question. In
order to attain this end so perfectly and fully as we now do,
experience and observation informs us, supposing our eyes to
be constituted as they are at present, that we must necessarily
have (wo eyes, and that the sight in a single eve alone is
incabable of answering the design of mature, as it will appear
from the following facts all established by experiments.

1. If we have one eye only, we will not bs able to
perceive so many things at once as at present, it being evident
that the field of vision will then be very contracted,

2. The objects we view would not appzar so distinct
and clear, as now, which may be determined by looking at
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things successively with one of the eyes and both together,
Hence our knowledge of the real magnitudes and distances of
external objects cannot be very accurate, as the perception of
these properties depends on the degree of distinction in which
they appear to us,

3. We cannot perceive the time distances of things from
us, as the attainment of this knowledge partly depends upon
the certain inclination of the optic axes towards each other.

4, One of the late discoveries relating to the Ilaws of
vision is that the objects in that part of the field of vision
which is opposite to the bottom of the eye where the optic
nerve enters cannot be seen, This defect of sight eannot be
readily perceived but by means of some particular experiments
which require much care and attention to make them succeed.
All these defects which are inseparable from the sight of a
single eye arc now remedied by our having two eyes.

Jaffna W. M. School, Yours & ¢
6th November 1841. C. Arumugaven
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[A Rejoinder to the Optical Query in No, 17]

To the Editors of the Morning Star,

Gentlemen.

I beg to submit the following rejoinder to the optical
query, entertaining a hope that my readers  will compare it
with the original question in No. 17, my answer to it in No.
19 and the objections advanced against it in No. 22 and pass
their judgment accordingly.

1. In the first objection, the objector says it is asserted
that the rays proceeding from those objects only where the
axes of our eyes meet fall upon the corresponding points in
the retina” and in the second ebjection bhe states that *'when
we look at an object, if we attend to the circumjacent objects
and if lines be thus conceived to be drawn to the retina in
our eyes, these lines also will hit upon parts  which are
exterior and interior; consequently these objects too must appear
double; but we never have such an uncommon perception’;
and herce he argues that my answer ““is not correct’,

These two objections are gratuitously assumed by Mr.
Arumugaven: For, it is plain that neither the idea contained
in the former objection, nor that contained in the second is
any where to be found in my ‘answer. All that 1 meant in
my answer is summed up in the following words: it is under
the circumstances contemplated in  the question, and not
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always that Ist the rays proceeding from an object at which
we particularly look, enter the pupil and fall upon given
and corresponding points of the retina, thereby causing
single perception of the object; and that, 2ndly, the rays
coming from a nearer or more distant object in the same
direction, when partially viewed, will impinge upon points
of the retina, which are all cxterior or all interior to the
points above noticed and cause double perception of the
object. But I am surprised to see that this plain, unadorned,
straight forward meaning contained in my answer is not under-
stood by my objector.

II. Every two objects which are comprehended within
the field of vision, when one is partially viewed, will not be
seen doubled. In order to effect this, the nearer object should
be within a certain short distance before us, being about in
the same direction. Beyond this distance all things are invariably
seen single, Hence all objects which do not keep the relative
position necessary for double vision will be always seen single
i.e the circumjacent objects at the same distance could not,
hold that relative position, necessary for double vision.

2. All objects which are before us at the same distance
within a certain number of degrees, say about 150 (the extent
of the field of vision is determined by the learned) will be seen
at one view and may consequently be regarded in the light
of one object. Hence none of them could be seen doubled;
Any object which falls without this number of degrees could
only be secen by ene eye, consequently it could not be seen
doubled.

An answer to the optical question in Neo. 22

As far as my knowledge goes, it is certain that no
Physiologist that ever lived has been able to assign any satis-
factory reason for this  phenomenon, not withstanding the
great controversies and discrepancies that have existed between
the learned. And I presume there is no person  who can
account for this phenomenon without eatering the regions of
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conjecture. Hence it is not worth while to consider the various
conjectures or phantascies of the literary world in this respect,
nor will I at present press Mr. Arumugaven with the following
questions; viz, How do we see things at all? Do we see
the image of a thing, or the thing itself or both? &c. But
I will satisfy myself with merely repeating his own  words:
““The appointment of the Author of nature in baving bestowed
upon us the faculty of sight which is exercised through the
medium of the organ called the eye, is, that we may see
external things, their colours, magnitudes, figures, distances
& ¢ as they are”

An answer to the following optical query is desired;
viz, If we place any tall slender object a few feet before us,
and examine its relative situation, compared with a aspot on a
wall in the distance, we find, that if the spot be hidden by the stick
when both eyes are open, it will become visible to each eye
when used singly, and will be seen on the side of the stick,
corresponding to the eye that is employed. How is this
phenomenon to be accounted for?

Batticotta Seminary Yours & ¢
November 23, 1841, D. L. Carrol
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1, 2. Manuscript notes of the Weslyan Mission by Rev. P. Percival. Cited
by Sir James Emerson Tennent in his Christianity in Ceylen, John
Murray Albermarle Street, London 1850 p. 168
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2, 1 am able to inform you that the great works at Kantalai Tank and
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this tank, and a supply of water adequate to irrigate them, I am
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of rice, thereby augmenting the food resources of the Island™ - W. H-
Gregory’s Address, Proceedings of the Legislative Council,
3rd Sepiember, 1876.

3. B. Bastiampillai,

The Administration of Sir Willian Gregory,
Tisara Prakasakayo, Dehiwala. 1963. pp. 20 -130.
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Navalar Chooses A Tamil Representative

The variegated career of Sri Arumuga Navalar is inimitable.

Those of us who are familiar with his writings and
the biographies of him are able to project him in the roles of
honorary teacher, founder and administrator of schools, proprictor
of printing presses and publisher of books, commentator,
annotator, editor, translator, poct, collector of rare manuscripts,
orator, polemic writer.  pamphleteer, author of  text books,
applicant for funds. alleviator of fellow men’s  sufferings in
times of epidemic and famine, ventilator of grievances through
memorials, erganizer of public meetings and debates, social
religious and political reformer, litigant and frequent traveller
to South India. He combined all these roles in him with a
view to bettering mankind. Could any of us claim such a noble
and variegated life as that of Navalar and that too within a
short span of fifty-seven years. The present essay is an attempt
to give thc readers a detailed picture of the role played by
Navalar in the selection and appointment of a Tamil Representative
to the Ceylon Legislature in 1879.

With the dawn of the year 1879, the tempo of events
was far from being satisfactory in Jaffna, The cholera epidemic
which had ravaged the northern province for the last two years
had been successfully warded off, But the avalanche of misery
suffered by the people on account of cholera and famine still
had its drastic effect on their health and wealth. *‘There was
something rotten’ in the state of administration in the northern
province and Mr. W. C, Twynam, the Government Agent was
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largely held responsible for it!. Mr. W, C. Twynam’s memory is
welt perpetuated by the Twynam Cottage at Inuvil Hospital and
the Twynam Museum at St. John’s College. But far more
lasting a monument for this maladministrator had becn built
from the pen of Navalar.2 BEven today in some places like
Kolumputtuturai, the question ‘*‘nir enna tuvaiyinamturaiys?’
(Are you Mr. Twynam?) is sarcastically posed by people art
persons who try to ride roughshod over them.

When Sir James Longden, the Governor, visited laffna
to hear in person the alleged grievances of the people, His
Excellency was met by Navalar who on behalf of the aggrieved
parties presented a memorial dated 15th January 1878 wherein
it was also requested that Mr. Twynam be transferred from
Jaffna.? Navalar had armed Hon’ble Sir M. Cumaraswamy with
facts and figures about Mr. Twynam’s  maladministration so
that he could raisec these issues in the Legislature, Navalar
bemoans in his article  *itu nalla samayam’. (This is good
opportunity) that Sir James Longden was made to believe the
gross fabrications of the Cholera Commission and the statements
of Mr. A.N. Birch, the Colonial Secretary who was then the
Officer administering the government. But Navalar as revealed
in his article was convinced that Hon’ble S8ir M. Cumaraswamy
did his uimost to expose to the Governor the evils of Mr,
Twynam’s administration and to urge for remedial measures,
The petition to the Governor by Navalar and party  asking
for Mr Twynam’s transfer had been answered by His Excellency
stating that he could not interfere in the matter.?

In this crucial time, Hon’ble Sir M. Cumaraswamy passed
away on the 4ith of May, 1879 and a vacancy for the post of
Tamil Representative had been created in the Ceylon Legislature
by his death. Mr. Ponnambalam Ramanathan, Advocate of the

—

{a) The Examiner, 11th September & December 21st 1877.
(b) s=3snelss urgsraunar, 1878 @ g L 125 5.
(2) QadeamaGsrar, 18379 @Rt oms o 26 &
Bodmascear, 187T @ED eh (275 5 arisfas " 285 &.
The Jaffoa Catholic Guardian, 26th January, 1878«
The Morning Star, 16th January, 1879,

4 L b3

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



70

Supreme Court and Mr. C. Brito were the two aspirants
for this post. Both these aspirants hailed from the same
family.> Navalar was determined to move heaven and earth to
make the people acquiesce in his choice of the former candidate
who happened to be a nephew of the late  Hon’ble Sir M-
Cumaraswamy. He was alive to the fact that, in Ceylon, the
Hindus and Buddhists formed the majority of the population.®
Therefore, it was but just for the Tamils to demand the
appointment of a Hindu of the calibre of Mr. Ponnambalam
Ramanathan in preference to Mr. C. Brito who was a Roman
Catholic. Navalar by bringing in the religions issue found
furtherance to his cause of war against the Christian brethren.
The candidate whom Navalar chose to back was little knewn
to the Tamil community. On the other hand, Mr. Brito who
was senior to his rival was held in very high esteem. He
received his early education at the Colombo Academy where
he won thc Mathematics and Turnour Prizes.? He was the
first Ceylonese to obtain the B. A. degree of the Calcutta
University. He took to teaching for some time in Colombo.®
He then took his law degree and quickly rose to be District
Judge in Batticaloa. In December, 1871, he was elected to
represent the St. Paul’s Ward in the Colombo  Municipal
Council. As an advocate, he enjoyed a lucrative practice. In
the case wherein Mr. Twynam, the- Government Agent and
three of his subordinate officers were charged with trespass,
Mr Brito appeared for Mr. Saravanamuthu  who was  the
plaintiff.® Mr. Brito was a prominent social worker and tihe
anewspapers had much to say of his  activities. During  the
famine and social distress in Jaffna, he opened a Poor Relief

Ceylon Patriot, 31st May, 1879.
6 [ g TR F LI S,
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7 Report of the Director of Public Instruction for 1860, Colombo. 1861.
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The Examiner, 6th March, I877.
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Fund through the columns of the Catholic Guardian. The poor
and needy were fed daily with a bowl of rice gruel at the
coconut grove of Mr. Vaidhyanathar Ponnambalam of Sirambiyady.
This act of poor relief was popularly referred to as “kaiicit
tottit tarumam” or rice gruel tank charity. The Examiner of
30th Awngust, 1877 commended that “Mr. Brito personally
cxamines the people daily, who come there for assistance, and
admittance is given to those that cannot work on the roads
and others rejected. Mr. Brito takes a good deal of interest
in the institution, and were it but for his exertions, the insti-
tution would have followed the fate of all Jaffna undertakings.
He is daily seen there about 4 O’clock p. m. busy giving orders
and doing the needful”. Such was his popularity. After 1876,
a case was filed in the District Court of Jaffna against the
Management of Nalluir Kandaswamy Temple and in this case
Navalar was one of the chief witnesses. When Navalar entered
the court premises Mr. Brito whose services were retained by
the temple administrators rose as & token of respect io him
though he had come to lead evidence in favour of the Brahmins
employed in the temple. The other Jawyers followed suit. These
were but a few of the amiable qualitie: of the oppenent of
Navalar’s candidate. But Navalar was hardly the person te be
moved by external gestures of courtesy. Mr. Brito had solicited
Navalar’s support by promising that he would lead evidence
in such a manner that the Brahmins could win the case. This
unscruplous bargain made by Mr. Brito to Navalar  brought
him down in the estimation of Navalar.’® Ne wonder Navalar
championed the cause of Mr Ponnambalam Ramanathan.

Those were days when democratic elections were not held
to fill the post of Representative in the Ceylon Legislature.
The Gowvernor acting at his discretion could nominate anyone
whom he considered fit to serve in that capacity, But usually
His Excellency was advised in these matters by the Executive
Committee which was sensitive to public opinion, Nawalar had

14, #. s o @O Jeir dor
Amase sl (BosBu o oy),
Bupleset MupdSeid, Fovgusth, 196%. wesErgdr 8506,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



a4 Herculian task to be achieved. The entire body of news-
papers like The Examiner, Morning Star, Catholic Guardian,
Utayatarakai, HNHankaingsan. Kattolikka Patvkavalan, etc. unspar-
ingly opposed the candidature of Mr. Ponnambalam Ramanathan.
The following lines from the editorial of a Tamil newspaper”
is an imstance to illustrate thelr stand:—

aasagams Ppss preai Srem@ e g aod
wrad eulrrss sarc.ad Hivle)mds @ af
@uruwprsd serenud sl flou e & e uuld o e Gire
@sad pi@l Hoama Ggrarepg BHGwr’ ’?

At that  time, there was no newspaper to  voice the
opinion of the Hindus. Saiva Utayapanu was staried a little
later. An unsympathetic press virtually forced Navalar to rely
on the solitary means of propaganda - the platform. His school
and its campus have by this time become the wvenue for Jocal
residents to meet and discuss their social and political problems
just as his residence and the Sivan Temple Hall were venue
for many a religious discoursc and debate. He carelully decided
each detail of the inaugural meeting and then releassd a notice
about it through Utayatarakai and other ncwspapers. The shrewd
and tactful Navalar anticipated every possible line of argument
from his political adversaries who had fought with him elsewhere
and also culled facts to meet them squarely on the face. He
was fully convinced that in the opinion of the general public,
Mr. Ponnambalam Ramanathan was a poor match for Mr, Brito.
At the same time, he was aware of the popularity and esteem
enjoyed by the former’s uncle. He collected an excellent
mass of facts about the late lamented knight and meticulously
sifted and gleaned them. He chose such facts as will be
of general appeal to the public. Those were times when
Christianity was even associated with the obtaining of the
title of Barrister. To Sir M. Cumaraswamy as Navalar pointed
cut belongs the wunique honocur of being the first Hindu

Barrister in Ceylon, His knowledge of BEnglish, Tamil, Sanskrit

1z, Gaidmelanran, 1875 @ evevasn® (f 285 G,
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(which Navalar admired most) and other Indo-BEuropean languages
made him a power to rekon with. So Navalar decided to
bring out all that was best in the person of the late
Sir M. Cumaraswamy and to keep his nephew sheltered
comfortably in  the shadow of his eminent uncle. After
waxing eloquently on Sir M. Cumaraswamy’s signal service
to the nation at large and to the Tamil community in particular,
Navalar was to decoy gradually the minds of those assembled
to subscribe to his view of finding a worthy successor in
Mr. Ponnambalam Ramanathan., Readers will be able to
discern this thoughtful planning of Navalar when they read
the gist of his speech at the meeting held at his school.

The elite of Jaffna were represented at a meeling attend-
ed by about 3000 peonle at Navalar’s Saivapragasa Vittiyasalai
at 2 p. m. on the 22nd of May, 1879. On a resolution propos-
ed by Sri Sathasiva Kurukkal and seconded by Mudaliyar
Sampanthanathar, Mr. D. C. Visvanathapillai, Registrar of Assu-
rance, was unanimously elected to preside over the deliberations,
Mr. S. Ponnambalam, Proctor of the District Court moved
“That the meeting deplores the premature death of Hon’ble
Sir M. Cumaraswamy the distinguished Tamil Representative and
acknowledges his invaluable services to the community at large”
and this resolution was seconded by Mr. S. Appapillai, Assisant
Master of Weslyan Central School. Then arose Navalar and
here is the gist of his speech as translated and reported in the
Utayatarakai of the 5th of June, 187%:-

Chairman & Gentlemen,

On the establishment of Ceylon Legislative Council,
Mr. Coomaraswamy Mudaliyar was appointed as the Represent=
ative of the Tamil speaking community. Born in Jaffna and
educated at Colombo wherein he attained high proficiency in
English and Tamil, he was appointed as the Governor‘s Inter-
preter. From the time of the establishment of the Council up
to his death, he was Representative of the Tamils. In the
vecords of the Council will be found in the words of Sir William
Horton the highly satisfactory way in which he discharged his
parliamentary duties, The late lamented Coomaraswamy who
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has been our representative in the Council for nearly & score
of years and who lately met with an uantimely dcath was the
son of the old Coomaraswamy Mudaliyar. After he was made a
member of Council he went to England where after keeping
the necessary terms in the Lincoln’s Inn, he was called to the
Bar. You may remember that he was the first non-Christian
that was called to the Bar;till his time, the rules were so
very exclusive that none but Christians could be raised to the
status and dignity of Barrister-at-Law. But Sir Coomaraswamy’s
conscience would not allow himself to yield bis principles to
others. He therefore had no alternative but to protest against
the narrowness of the rules which excluded nearly the three
fourth of the world from qualifying themselves for the enjoyment
of the rights and privileges attached to the name of a British
Barrister. There ensured a discussion among the Benches who
being convinced of the narrowness of rules opened up the Bar
to all irrespective of race or creed. You will thus see, gentie-
men, to Sir Coomaraswamy belongs the honour of having remo-
ved the obstacles which blocked the way to many a talented
Hindu. On his return from England, he travelled through India
where at Calcutta and Madras, he had the honour of being
invited by the Governor General and the Govermor of Madras
respectively to be present at the meetings of the Legislative
Council. During his second visit to England, he received the
honour of knighthood It is a fact not unknown to you that
in addition to his proficiency in English and Tamil, he was
well versed in Sanscrit, Latin, Greek, French and Sinhalese,

Now the duty that develves upon us is to see who is
the proper persom to be successor of this distinguished gentle-
man. The necessary qualifications for our representative in the
Council are first, that he should be a Tamilian; secondly, that
he should have received a liberal education; thirdly, that he
should be a man of high principles; fourthly, that he should
be in affluent circumstances; fifthly, that he must be highly
connected and must move in good society; sixthly, that he must
be a person independent enough as to propound his views
without fear of consequences & Jastly that he must be a
person who Is respected by the rulers as well as by the ruled.
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Gentlemen, if you consider patiently, I am sure all these meet
in Mr. Ponnambalam Mudaliyvar Ramanathan. I have heard tweo
objections brought against him; the firstis that he is a young
man; the second is that he has not travelled about the country.
Sir Coomaraswamy became a member in council in 1the 27th
year of his age. Mr. Ramanathan is now thirty years old. Surely.
this is no disqualification. As to travel, Sir Coomaraswamy tock
to it only after becoming Member in council. So Mr. Rama-
nathan may follow in the wake of his uncle. You will thus
see that this is not a qualification that cannot be acquired. He
has been appointed by thc Government as the reporter of decisi-
ons of the Supreme Court, This fact alone shows that he stands
in the high estimation of the authorities. When onc person
wishes to depute a person to another in order to accomplish an
object, the person deputed should be one who commands the
confidence and respect of the sender as well as the person to
whom he is sent; if not, his object may fail, I am sure there
is not one here who has no confidence in Mr. Ramanathan and
hope you will agree with me when I say that he possesses the
confidence of the Government in an eminent degres. If we
chose him as our Representative, you may be sure that our
interests will not suffer. It is not to our credit to ask the Governor
to nominate a person who is not careful in the selection of his
associates and does not possess the confidence of the authorities.
With these words I move the reselution:- ““That all the leading
members of the community now assembled here are of unani-
mous opinion that they find im Mr. Ponnambalam Mudaliyar
Ramanathan, Advocate of the Supreme Court, all the required
qualifications to represent in the best manner possible the
Tamil speaking community in Ceylon. He is a gentleman of
high social position and independent means and this meeting

acknowledges him to be the most deserving candidate.”

In seconding the resclution, Mr. Ponnambalapillai, Sub-
Magistrate and Superintendent of Police in the service of Travan
core spoke to the following effect, “I am called uponr to second
the resolution that has just been moved. After the eloquent
speech that was made by the distinguished mover, for me to speak
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is like sprinkling water from a small vessel after a tremendous
downpour,”

Mr. Kanther Casipillai moved the resolution <‘That the
following gentlemen do act as a committee to forward the mem-
orial to His Excellency the Governor together with the proceedings
of the meeting.” ;

Sri La Sri Arumuga Navalar.

Tragunatha Mudalivar Sambantha Mudaliyar, Esq.

S. Ponnambalam, Esq. Proctor, District Court,

T. Ponnambalam, Esq. Sub Magistrate and Supt. of Police,
Travancore,

5. 8. Sathasivapillai, Esq, Public Notary.

6. M., Sinnigh, Esq, Udayar.

7. A. Swaminathapillai, Esq. Udayar.

8

9

e

M. Sinnatamby, Esq. Public Notary.

. 8. Thillaivambalam, Esq. Vidane.
10, Amarasingham, Esq. Vidane.
11. A. Sinnatamby, Esq, Udayar.
12. D. C. Visvanathapillai, Esq. B. A., Registrar.
13. D. H. 8. Canapathipillai, Esq. Railway Engineer,
14. P. Kungnalam, Esq,
15, M. Shanmuga Shastrikal,
16. M. Canapathipillai, Esq. O. B. C., Shroff.
17. T. Sivapragasapillai, Esq. Proctor.
18. 8. Thuraiyappa Chettiyar, Esq.
19. E. Mailvaganam, Esq. Merchant.
20. K. Kasipillai. Esq. Merchant.
21. Sinpatamby, Esq. Public Notary.

The following is the unamended text of the memorial that
was sent to the Governor. The memorial was signed by Navalar
and several others some of whom had been listed earlier.

22nd May, 1879.
To,

His Excellency,
The Hon’ble Sir James R, Longden, K, C. M. G.
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Governor of the Island of Ceylon and the Dependencies there-
of &c. &ec. &e.
Colombo.

The Humble Memorial of the Undersigned Inhabitants of
Jaffna,

May it please Your Excellency.

That the humble Memorialists crave Your Excellency’s
permission to approach Your Excellency and to express their
heartfelt grief at the loss the country has sustained by the
death of their distinguished Representative in the Legislative
Council, the Hon’ble Sir M. Coomara Swamy.

That they are anxious that their interests should be
represented as efficiently as possible and with that view they
beg to be allowed to submit their humble opinions and wishes
for Your Excellency’s gracious consideration. The Memorialists
find in Mr. Ponnambala Modr. Ramapathan, Advocate of the
Supreme Court and a nephew of Sir Coomara Swamy, a gentle-
man, the best gualified to fill the vacant seat, Looking to his
varied acquirements, acquaintance with the local habits and
wants, affluent circumstances, national sympathy strict honesty
and nobility of character, the Memorialists can find no one
else to equal him to discharge the important and responsible
duties, as their representative inm the council, His nomination by
the Memorialists is prompted also by a wish to show their
gratitude to the memory of Sir Coomara Swamy and his family
who have laid their community under a deep obligation. Your
Excellency doubtless knows that Sir Coomara Swamy’s father,
A. Coomara Swamy Mudaliar, the grandfather of Mr. Ramanathan
represented the Tamils in the Legislative Council from its first
establishment till his death in 1836. '

The Memorialists therefore pray that Your Excellency will be
graciously pleased to appoint Mr., Ramanathan, a member of the
Legislative Council to represent the interests of their community.
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For which act of goodness the Memorialists as in duty
bound shall ever pray.

The meeting at Vanpnarpannai Saivapragasa Vidyasalai
was soon followed by another mecting at Nsllar Kandaswamy
Temple grounds and let us hear the Kattolikka Patukavalan of
31st May, 1879:- '
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Navalar with his renewed hostility to the Kandaswamy
Temple administrators® did not participate in this meeting. Bui
the initiative taken by him in organising the first meeting at
his school campus gave an impetus to the organization of this
and subsequent meetings. We have reason to believe that the
modus operandi of each meeting was ecarefully chalked out by
Navalar.

The campaign launched by Mr. Brito and his supporters
was much more intensified than the one launched by Mr.
Ramanathan and his supporters. Meetings were held in support
of Mr, Brito at Jaffna, Kopiy, Mallagam, Chavakachéri, Peint
Pedro, Puttalam, Gampola, Batticaloa and Galle. The inhabitants
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of Point Pedro, Puloly, Alway, Valvettitturai and other villages
of Vadamarachi gathered at Court House on Monday the 19th
of May, 1879. There were about 200 persons present. Mr. N.
Mailvaganam, Proctor, was voted to the chair, At the meeting
it was rcsolved to send the following memorial to the Governor:-

To,

His Excellency,

The Hon’ble James R, Longden, XK. C. M. G., Governor
and Commander - in - Chief in and over the Island of Ceylon
and the Dependencies thereof. etc. ete. etes

Colombo .

The Humbie Memorial of the undersigned and other
Inhabitants of the Division of Vadamaradchi whose signatures
are affixed to the papers herewith. May it please Your
Excellency.

Your Excellency’s Memorialists deeply sensible of the
logs they have suffered in the death of their late representat-
ive in Council, Sir Coomaraswamy, approach Your Excellency
with the view to submitting their humble wishes in regard
to the selection by Your Excellency of a successor to the
deceased gentleman.

The Memorialists humbly and respectfuily submit that
scveral gentlemen have been named as eligible for the place,
who ‘are doubtiess good men and true; but whose appoint-
ment will not result in obtaining the end  which Your
Excellency has in view-viz, the greatest good of the largest
number of the Tamils. The Memorialists think it unbecom-
ing to state here the particular disqualifications of several
candidates or the circumstances, under which they feel
themselves unable to propose the names of certain others
who are in their opinion qualified for the post. They would
content themselves with stating that Mr. Christopher Brito
of Colombo, is in their estimation the most  eligible for
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the post in point of rank, scholarly attainments, forensic
talents, sterling honesty and conscientious regard for the
public weal.

The Memorialists will not say ought in disparagement
of others; but they firmly adhere to their conviction that
in Mr. Brito are centred many qualifications not found in
others and his appointment will prove acceptable to the
large majority of the Tamil people.

The Memorialists therefore humbly pray that in looking
out for a gentleman to fill the wvacant seat, Your Excellency
may be pleased to graciously regard their herein expressed
earnest wish and if practicable grant their prayer by appointing
the said Mr. Christopher Brito to the vacant seat. 4

There was another public meeting held in the Mission
School Bungalow at Chavakachsri on 31st May, 1879 and it
was attended by about 250 people. Mr. Naranar Vannitamby
moved *That this meeting considers Mr. Advocate Brito as the
fittest person to be submitted to His Excellency for nomination
to the vacant Tamil seat” and this resolution was seconded by
Mr. Thevasagayam. It was unanimously passed in the house,
Speculation was rife as to who will be nominated by the Governor
to succeed the late Hon’ble Sir M. Cumaraswamy. The Observer
of 21st May, 1879 summarily disposed of the claims of Messrs.
Brito and Ramanathan in the following manner. ‘‘Although the
latter (meaning Mr. Brito) may have a great many of the un-
enlightened mass with him, the more respectable and educated
classes seem to favour the appointment of Mr. Ramanathan”.
Of course the result was something in Navalar's favour. His
Excellency, the Governor respected the wishes of Navalar and
his party and nominated Mr. Ponnambalam Ramanathan as the
Tamil Representative in the Legislative Council.

i4. Ceylon Patriot, 24th, May 1879,
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Navalar organized the first reception to Mr. Ponnambalam
Ramanathan on his being nominated as Tamil Representative in the
Ceylon Legislature. The following notice from the Utayatarakai
of the 6th of November 1879 will be of interest to readers:-

Notice

A meeting will be held at the Saivapragasa Vithiyasalay
on Saturday the 7th instant at 2. p. m. to thank H. E. the
Governor for having nominated Mr. Advocate Ramanathan as a
Tamil Representative in the Legislative Council & to congratulate
the new member at his accession to it.

Thus Navalar provided Mr. Ramapathan with the first
stepping stone to enter the arena of unceasing service to the
nation for five decades. Mr. P. Ramanathan was aware of his
humble beginnings in the political stage and with gratitude
characterestic of a scion of a noble and illustrious family
described Navalar as “The Champion Reformer of Hindus” on
the 1Ith of February, 1884. No less a person than Sir Arthur
Hamilton Gordon, G.C.M.G., was listening to Mr. P, Ramanathan’s
reference to Navalar in the course of his speech about the
intolerance of Christian Missionaries and His Fxcellency who
was struck with the phrase, through a question (Who did you
say?) made the speaker repeat his epithet together with the
person whom it qualified (The Champion Reformer of Hindus,
Arumuga Navalar) and this time more slowly and loudly,
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NAVALAR APPEALS FOR STATE AID

Thc handicaps faced by Navalar in the running of the

school at Vagnarpannai could be discerned from the contents of
a petition he had presented to Sir Willam Anderson, the
Governor of Ceylon, in 1852. This document contains a mine
of information regarding the teaching staff, strength of students,
text books taught, number of classes, financial resources, etc,
of the school. A public meeting was held on the 1lth of
August 1852, at the scheol premises to devise ways and means
of meeting the expenses incurred in running the school. The
meecting was presided by Mr. A. Ambalavanar. Mr, P. Sinnacooty
was elected secretary, It was decided at the meeting that two
separate petitions, one by Navalar and the other by the in-
habitants of the Northern Province, be drafted and sent to the
Governor. The following is the unamended text of the petitions
presented by Navalar and the inhabitants of the WNorthern
Province.

To,

His Excellency Sir George William Anderson,

Knight Commander of the Moest Honourable Order of
the Bath, Governor, and Commander in Chief in and over the
British Settlements and Territories in the Island of Ceylon with

the Dependencies thereof &c &c &c.
Colombo
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The petition of Canther Arumugam of Nelloor,
May it please Your Excellency.

The petitioner in common with the best informed portion
of the Tamil community is bound to acknowledge with grati-
tude the important advantages which his countrymen have derived
from Her Majesty’s Government under whose protcction a gra-
cigus Providence has placed the inhabitants of this Island.

The petitioner is equally bound to acknowledge that by
the labours of the different Missionaries in the Northern Pro-
vince the state of Society has been considerably improved. It
would however be disingenuous on his part were he to hesi-
tate respectlully and with difference to express his own conviction
that had the infiuence in the Missionary Schools been less ex-
acting of the renunciation of the conscientious attachment to
the religious predilection entertained by the Tamil youths inst-
ructed therein, the latter would have derived morally greater
advantages from the tuition imparted to them. The desire to
acquire a competent knowledge of the English language and
other information afforded in those Seminaries induced many to
conform for a time to the rules to which however they paid
ittle regard after the completion of their studies,

The Tamil community duly appreciates the instructions
afforded in the Goverament Schools without reference to any
religious professions and they much lament the abolition of
those Schools in 1843 in lieu of which an annnal grant of
£500 is allowed to be expended on general education amongst
the protestant and £150 amongst the Catholic Missionaries

Since that period the parents and relations of many
youths in the country fecl reluctant to send them to the Mission
Schools, preferring that the instruction needed to qualify their
children for both a useful & profitable career in life, should
not invelve their alienation from & reverence of the religious
and moral requirements amongst their coumtrymen,

To meet their vicews the Petitioner suggested in 1848 the
establishment at Wannarponny of a Tamil Seminary supported
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exclusively by voluntary contributions, daily of some rice, which
being sold the value in money is cmployed to defray the
necessary expenses.

This Seminary is under the voluntary and gratuitous
superintendence of the Petitioner himself. In it about 189 boys
are instructed by seven teachers, who received their education
from the petitioner and the studies pursued are of a superior
order than those imparted in the ordinary village schools either
of the Missionaries or conducted by private individuals. The
several branches taught are enumerated in the annexed list.
Some of the scholars come from a distance of 10, 15, and even
20 miles finding their own board and lodging in the vicinity;
a satisfactory evidence that the arrangement in question is con-
genial with the views of the scholars themselves as well as of
their parents and friends. Through the Iliberality of the late
Arumuka Chetty a convenient site bad been obtained in an
eligible situation at Wannarponny, on which has been erected
a spacious school room.

The parents and friends of the boys are anxious to
secure to the latter an acquaintance with the Sanscrit language,
it being the origin and root of the Tamil language and also
with other information of a practical nature which can prove
useful & profitable to them. The want of funds however is an
obstacle to this object being realized. The present income does
not exceed £ 20 per anoum. Were the teachers even moderately
remunerated, the outlay would amount to £ 100. With the ad-
dition of Sanscrit tutors the expense would rise to £ 125. It
would be desirable were similar schools to be established in
other parts of the country, could fuunds be realized for this
purpose,

The Petitioner begs in conclusion to submit for Your
Excellency’s favourable consideration, that he devoted his time &
talents for the benefit of his countrymen, and his only desire
is to extend his means of usefulness.

Out of the abovesaid tutors employed under him, a very
few are scantily remunerated and others are not at all; still
they cheerfully afford their efficient aid.
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The Tamil Community as well as the Petitioner would
gladly carry out any instruction of the School Commission,
which does not involve an interference with the religious and
conscientious scruples of the scholars and their friends.

It will not be irrelevant to add that the Petitioner has
in operation a Tamil printing press for the purpose of furni-
shing school books for the use of this school and other use-
ful publications to the community,

In consideration of the sum defrayed by Gevernment for
Educational purposes, the Tamil Community at Jaffna, as well
as the Petitioner hope that Your Excellency will be pleased to
sanction an aditional grant being made for the benefit of the
Seminary under his charge.

For which act of goodness, the Petitioner as in duty
bound,

Will Ever Pray

Jaffna, 11th August 1852. (Signed) C. Arumugam

P. Sinnacootty
(Secretary)

List of Studies Referred to:-
Firss Class

1. Kural. This is a poetical work, particularly on mor-
als with commentary.

2. History of Hindoostan translated from English.

3. Geography of Hindoostan.

4. TNannool. This is a Tamil Grammar with amplified
commentary.

5. Tarukka Sangiraham. This is a compilation and abridg-
ment of Logic with commentary translated from Sanscrit.

6. Vithana Malie. This is a Hindoo Astrology with
commentary.
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Arithmetic.
Tiruviliadel Puranam. This is a part of Scanda Puranam.

Second Class

* Peria Puranam in prose. This is the history of Saiva
Saints. It was originally in poetry & had lately been
converted into prose by the Petitioner,

* Kolai Maruttal. This is an admonition given against
the murdering of amimal lives with commenitary.
Naladier. This is a poetical work chiefly on morals,
with commentary.

Kolo Theepiky. This is an abridgment of Geography
& Astronomy in prose.

* WNiroshdaka Yamaka Anthathy, This is a peculiar
sort of poetry in which the last word of every stanza
is used as the first word of the succeeding one. No
labial letter is used throughout the work and about seven
letters at the first of the four feet of every stanza are the
same in orthography and sound but conveying different
meanings. This work is. in praise of the deity called
Canthaswamy. The commentary on this work has been
made by the Petitioner.

Thiruvathavoorer Puranam. This is the history of a
Saint named Tiruvathavoorer. It is in poetry.

Kamba Ramayanam. This is an epic poem recording
the adventures of Rama, the Soverecign of Aode.
Arithmetic.

Third Class

* Nigandos. A poetical vocabulary.

Neethi Neri Vilakkam. A Poetical work on morals
with commentary.

Peria Puranam ¢See 2nd Class).

Baratham, An epic poem mnarrating the war occurred
amongst the descendants of the prince Baratha.
Arithmetic,
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Fourth Class

1. Nigandos (See 3rd Class).

2. Vakkoondam & Nelvali. Both poetical works on morals
with comments.
3, Naidatham. The Poetical history of the king Nala,

4, Arithmetic.
Fifth Class

Nigandos (See 3rd Class).
Arunakiry Anthathy. A poem in praise of Siva,
3. Naidatham (See 4th Class)

P

Sixth Class
1. * Bala Padam No. 3. The first lessons.

Seventh Class

1. * Bala Padam No. 2.
Eighth Class

1. * Bala Padam No. 1.
# Those beoks which are marked by an asterisk have
been printed at the petitioner’s Printing Press, and
introduced into his school.

To,

His Excellency Sir George William Anderson, KCB, Gover-
nor and Commander in Chief in and over the British Settle-
ments and Territories in the Island of Ceylon with the Depen-
cies thereof.

The Humble Petitioners of the undersigned inhabitants of
the Northern Province.

May it piease Your Excellency.

That your Excellency’s Petitioners duly appreciate the
advantages and blessings which have been enjoyed by themselves
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and their other fellow subjects in Ceylon uader the protection
of the British Crown, In contrasting their privileges during the
past period of 57 years with the allotment by the Divine favour
to their ancestors, they gratefully acknowledge the merciful
dispensation of Providence on behalf of the present generation.
They not only enjoy peace and comfort by the ample protection
of their persons amd property but also their best interests are
advanced under the enlightened solicitude evinced by govern-
ment to promote the intellectual moral as well as the phy
sical improvements of the population.

Your Excellency’s Petitioners are fully alive to the im-
portance of the benevolent design entertained by the govern.
ment and other Buropean Philanthropists in their endeaveurs
to raise the native population to occupy a superior position
in society and they therefore feel it incumbent on themselves
to cooperate on furthering that design. Your  Excellency’s
Petitioners are sensible of the advantages which have been
derived from the imstruction and encouragements to a consid-
rable number of their countrymen  afforded by the several
missionaries 'who have for years been excriing themselves for
the benefit of the Tamil pepulation. Theoy thereby are stimul-
ated to similar exertions on behalf of the rising generation
for whom the Petitioners have felt bound to provide means of
instruction both  theoretical and practical. The Missionary
Schools are inadequate to benefit all the  youths in Jaffna.
The Village Schools conducied by private tutors are not calcu-
lated to effect the purposc which in the present day the people
need.

Actuated by these consideratioms the Petitioners feel an-
xious to support the laudable and patriotic efforts:. made by
their well informed and well disposed countryman”-  Cander
Arumoogam who has established a promising School at Vannar-
ponne. This School has been conducted during the last 4 years
by that liberal and public spirited individual whose exemplary
devotedness for the good of his countrymen deserved  their
admiration and gratitude. By the liberality of the late Arumoogam
Chetty, a coavenient site in the centre of the populous parish
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of Vannarponne has been obtained on which a spacious School
room has been erected in which instruction has been afforded
to about 189 Scholars by seven tutors under the general super-
intendence of the said Principal Cander Arumoogam. Owing
to the limited means possessed by the Tamil community the
Seminary is only partially defrayed by the daily contributions
in rice collected from the parents and relations of the youths
instructed. The whole amount annually obtained by the said
contributions does not exceed £ 24.

Several of the teachers devote their time and  talents
gratuitously following the liberal example of their Superinten-
dent. Were the circumstances of the Petitioners more affluent,
greater advantages might be derived by the Scholars in useful
knowledge which could by them be turned to a practical and
profiiable account.

The Petitioners are by birth, social alffinities taste habits
and religion attached to their Tamil nationality. At the same
time they are fuliy alive to the importance of borrowing from
enlightened rulers and benefactors such attainments as may
prove suitable to the circumstances of their countrymen. The
selection will however require to be made by themselves. And

for this reason the petitioners prefer placing their children un-
der the tuition of the individual who has undertaken the sup-
erintendence of their education with the view of securing to
the scholars greater advantages which can only be obtained by
an increase of funds. And as the means of the Tamil Commu-
nity are inadequate to raise additional contributions they ven-
ture to appeal to the liberality of Government for this pur-
pose. As they are fully satisfied that the Government are
anxious to advance the intellect and culture of their subjects
for which objects, pecuniary grants are liberally made to both
Protestants and Catholic missionaries, the Petitioners entertain
no doubt that a similar indulgence will be extended for placing
the Seminary at Vannarponne upon a more efficient footing.
As loyal subjects to Her Majesty’s Government, the just claims
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of the Tamil community to participate in the bounty bestowed
for educational purposes gencrally, it is to be hoped, will not
be disregarded. The Petitioners are  desirous that  the said
Seminary shall be at all times acceptable to any  delegate
appointed by the School Commission for the periodical exami-
nation of the nature of the instruction afforded and the pro-
ficiency made by the scholars. They therefore trust that Your
Excellency will be pleased to take this application into favour-
able comsideration and to sanction the grant of such pecuniary
aid as may be deemed expedient for the support of the said
Institution.

For which Act of goodness the Petitioners in duty
bound Will Ever Pray.
Jaffna, 11th August, 1852,

P. Sinnacooty
Secretary

These two petitions speak volumes for the untiring and
public spirited efforts of Navalar in establishing a vernacular
school where Saivaite children will learn from Saivaite teachers
the lofty and noble thoughts found in their religion, language
and literature. They describe him in the roles of founder:
teacher, superintendent of the school, author and commentator
of text books, editor of dictionaries, publisher of text books
and proprictor of a printing press. All these  Jaudable and
patriotic efforts were made by him with a sole “desire to
extend his means of usefulness’ to his countrymen. The school
had seven classes with a total strength of 189 students. All the
seven teachers who taught at these classes ‘‘received their edu-
cation from the Petitioner’’, They were Messrs. Sathasivappillai,
Swaminathaiyar, Arumugappillai, Nadarasaiyar, Visuvanathaiyar,
Kanthaswamyppillai and Arumuga chettiyar., They were Navalar’s
first batch of students who followed his morping and mnight
classes from 1846 to the time of the opening of the Saiva
Pragasa Vidyasalai. They did not pay anything to their teacher
for educating them. In return, they followed the nobic example
of their teacher in teaching at the newly instituted school with-
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out remuneration or with scanty remuneration. For the money
realized by the sale of uncooked rice collected from the parents
and relatives of students attending the school was barely enough
to feed the staff and the poor students of the school. Here
we visualize Navalar the educationist putting. into practice his
concept of free education which included free meals to needy
teachers and students, free tuition and free text books, Tt should
be borne in mind that he was only ‘*‘passing rich with” £ 20
“a year’” and with this meagre sum he was running the school.
If he had remainbed as a tutor and assistantto Rev. P. Percival
he would have drawn £ 36a year of even more as the latier
promised him. Navalar was not the man to shrink back and
abandon his fellowmen for want of money. Fortitude and
implicit faith in Providence were innate qualities in  him at
which  even his  adversaries marvelled. He appealed to the
existing  government to lend a helping hand and  that too
without any strings attached. We have only to refer to his
statement in the petition that “The Tamil community as well
as the Petitioner would gladly ecarry out any instruction of the
School Commission which does not involve an interference with
the religious and conscientious scruples of the  scholaps and
their friends” to convince us of his stand. :
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