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A TRIBUTE

fo

The late Mudaliar V, Mahesan, . P.

from

Muhandiram Dr. E. P, Rasiah, J. P.

( Commander of the Order of St. John )

The late Mudaliar V. Mahesan born 76 years ago passed away last month
at a2 Nursing Home in Colombo peacefully and painlessiy surrounded by his kith
and kin, The curtain has fallen; stilled now was that deep compassionate voice:
closed for ever are those wise winsome eyes. It is said that, at such a time -

** On some fond breast, the parting soul relies
Some pious drops the closing eye requires >’

These, have I endeavoured to suppiy with these artless, but affactionate

lines.
Birth

Mudaliar born into life in the lap of luxury and opulence lived discarding
ease and comfort. He was warm-hearted. frank and ferth-right in dealings
with his friends and asscciates. His word was as sound as a bond and he never
failed a friend. He was a man of many parts an all-rounder — a successful
business magnate, a sincere social-worker and a capable Organiser.

Commaunity Centres’ Union

I came into close¢ contact with him when the late Gaie Mudaliyar C, Thia-
yagarajah organised the J. Dt. Community Centres’ Union and Mudaliar Mahe-
san consented to serve as Vice-Chairman. I had to serve as Hony. Secretary, The
trio thought alike, planned alike and acted alike and the Union became a strong,
virile respected Organisation. Lord Soulbury, then Governor- General, honoured
it by attending year after year its Annual Celebrations.



Ce-op Union

Mudaliar Mahesan’s name was up as a smart Organiser and so he was
offered the President ship of the N. D. A. P. C. Union. Within a short time,
Mudaliar Mahesan transformed it to be a top-ranking Co-op Organisation, [ was
his under-study and hes proved to me a tower of stremgth in all my under-taki-
ngs. In short, he became ‘‘ My Guide, philosopher and Friend »

Man

He had talked with erowds and yet kept his virtues. He had moved with
kings, but ne’er lost the common touch, He was a dependable, practical man met-
hodical in his ways and systematic in his actions. He had a genial winsome
smilz, waich invited confidence and friendship. He was known to greet friend
and foe (if any) with a ringing hearty Jaugh, Possessed of charming and
cheerful manners, he puts even a stranger at ease with his re-assuring words,
He had a guileless heart and expected frank and straight dexling from all.

His concern to the sick and suffering, his service to the peedy and help-
less, his words of solace to the dejected and forelorn endearcd him to all.

Over-work

He had forced his heart nerve and sinew to gerve their turn long after
they had gome. He had filled ths unforgiving minute with sixty seconds’ worth
of distance run This hastened his end.

> The iifes of great men all remind us
That we can make our lives sublime
And departing leave bshind us
Foot-prints on the sands of time, ™

Re-birth

As a Hindu, believing ia the theory of Re-birth, will T be wrongif 1 say
that the Soul, whom we knew as Mudaliar Mahesan will live on, — may be as
a purified Soul — projected to life in a distant plane or may be, that the wave -
length has already vitalised som human conception somewhere to bz re-born in
due eourse as a nobler soul in somz part of this wide World to do greater good
to mankind,

Om Shanthi! Shanthi!! Shanthi!!!
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