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Synopsis

EUCHARIST IN THE HISTORY

OF THE CHURCH
Rev. 7. S. . B. Mangalarajah

Taking the basic elements from the literal meaning of
Eucharist from Greek and Latin it can be explained as the thankful

commemoration or re — living of the gift of self of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

It is known in the early church as the ‘breaking of the

bread* (Acts 2: 42 ) following the explicit command of our Lord
(LK . 22:19).

In the 1% century the ‘agape’ or fraternal meal and the
Eucharist were celebrated together. Gradually due to the abuses
the Eucharistic celebration became a separate entity held on
Sunday mornings. St. Justin in the 2 nd cent. was the first one to
give an explicit account of the Eucharistic celebration. St.
Hyppolyte in the 3" cent gives a Eucharistic prayer which
contains all the basic aspects of the Eucharist.

The long period from 6™ to the 15™ cent. did not witness
any change in the celebration of the Mass. But the period saw the
attitudes of the people changing drastically affecting the very
nature of the Mass itself. The people distanced themselves from
the Eucharist and considered it only as an object to be
worshipped from afar. By the end of the 15™ cent. the faithful
were satisfied with receiving communion only once a year. The

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aava_nﬂrp_.org



mass became a ritual of the priest and the people had very little to
do with it.

The council of Trent in the 16 cent. though re —
established the nature and value of the Mass, the success was
forthcoming very slowly.

After centuries of stagnation the last decades of the 19"
cent. saw efforts of renewal. Pope Pius the X in the 20" cent.
introduced liturgical reforms and promoted the liturgical
movement which paved way for the 2™ Vatican council.

EUCHARIST IN BIBLICAL
ASPECT

PBro. A, Soosainathan

Eucharist is the symbol of love, unity and sharing. It is a
symbol of thanksgiving. The presence of Qur Lord in the
Eucharistic species is an act of our faith.

The Paschal feast of the Old Testment is the basis for the
Eucharist. The Jews celebrated the feast of Passover annually in
rememberance of their deliverance. Originally there were two
feasts: One is the eating of the Paschal lamb and the other is the
eating of the unleavened bread.

In the New Testment Jesus himself becomes our paschal
lamb to be secrificed for the expiation of our sins. During the last
supper he took bread and wine gave thanks to God and distributed
them to the disciples to eat and brink as his own body and blood.
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Joachim Jeremias describes clearly the uniqueness of the
paschal banquet. It was celebrated in Jerusalem and the
celebration took place at night. The whole celebration was
according to the Jewish norms.

Eucharist becomes the centre of the whole salvation history.
It is the greatest gift of God. It is the source of eternal life.

BASIC CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
Rev. Fr. Y. E. Jeyaseelan

In Latin America the Basic Christian communities began
to grow rapidly around the year 1960. The Medelin report gives
evidence to this fact. The poor and oppressed need to be supported
by the people of God. The colonisation of Latin — America can be
seen in three stages:

First Stage : 1492 — 1808

The Indians in Latin America became colonised by Spain.

That was the beginning of oppression. People lost their rights and
freedom. The uprisal led to violence.

Second Stage : 1808 — 1870

% When Spain was defeated by France Latifi America became free.

However the poor could not enjoy the freedom. All the privileges
were controlled by a few people.
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Third Stage : 1870 - 1930

A new generation came to power but influnced by the free
thinking of Europe and also by the Marxist ideology. Arms
struggle began against oppression but certain christian leaders
were firm in non violence to fight against injustice.

In the north and East of Sri Lanka the history is very
similar to that of Latin America. The colonisation and oppression
is a repeated history.

The prayer of the Jubille year 2000 invites us to read the
signs of the times with the gift of wisdom of the Holy Sprit.

LET ANPIAM (BCC) BLOOM
or. S. Anthonimuthu O.M.1

Surely, Holy Sprit of God is at work in our times, even in
the upheavals taking place in our socio — political arena and 1n the
church. Over the last few years especially, in our days a process of
community awareness — so called Anpiam has been taking place.
In this small community, participation becoming in -creasingly
move felt and articulated. Anpiam i1s a sharpened sensibility
towards the Early Christian community once again in our midst.
Through Anpiam the Holy church values under the light of the
Holy Scripture. Our Parishes are well aware of the nees for
Anpiam. So much so, it is a great opportunity to construct for the
whole human family a New World order. Heﬁce, we must be alive
to the sprit speaking to us through the signs of the times.
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IS LITURGY RELEVANT TODAY ?

Qtﬁss . ©- Penny

With what motivation do we participate in the liturgical
celebrations?. Liturgy cannot be isolated from life. It is

unfortunate that some go for Sunday Mass because of the
obligation.

We ought to participate fully and consciously in the
liturgical celebrations. Going half way for the Mass will have no

meaning. Homily is an important factor which should be listened

with great attention.
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Active and conscious participation of communion should
be done with due reverence.

Once a priest while distributing communion went
unnoticed of a lady who was waiting for communion. But when
the priest realized his mistake he went and gave the communion to
that lady. Even after receiving the communion the lady went on
grumbling and complaining. Is that a meaningful participation?

Liturgy is a communitarian act. Hence all should partake
in it fully and devoutly. Liturgy is a joyful celebration of the
whole faith community. Everyone should help each other to
participate in the liturgy meaningfully.
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UNIVERSALITY OF ST. LUKE
Miss. Senkol Yulia

St. Luke’ s uniqueness is expressed in his gospel when he
focuses his attention on certain themes: The universality of
salvation , special care for the poor, oppressed and concern for the
widows are clear expressions of his uniqueness. He wrote his
gospel for the gentiles and pointed out that the salvation is not
only for the Jews but for all those who accept the good news of
Jesus Christ. Jesus was accused for mingling with the sinners and
the publicans. Luke’s gospel is called the “ Gospel of the poor .
Blessed are the poor in sprit:

God’s infinite goodness and forgiveness are brought out in
many parables. Sinful woman (7 : 36 — 50 ) , the prodigal son (15
: 11 = 32), Zachaeus (19 : 1 — 10) are clear indications of God’s
mercy and his unconditional love.

Luke gives priority for prayer and for the role of the Holy Spirit.
God listens to the prayer of the sinners and Jesus came not to seek
the just but the sinners. Being a gentile himself, Luke understands
feeling of the outcaste and the oppressed. His whole gospel
reflects God’s benevolent love, kindness and mercy in a special
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