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SYNOPSIS

Peace of the Risen Jesus

Peace is a current issue and is the most spoken word all

over . In the fast moving world of today with lots of conflicts and
wars nationally and internationally in spite of scientific and
technological advancement, peace is one of the key words that
people pronounce often and which they thirst for . Peace is an
essential and basic element for man’s happy life on earth. This peace
cannot be sought in worldly things like wealth, power, food and
drink and other bodily needs, as some people think.

The ultimate peace is found only in Jesus Christ, the Risen
Lord. He can only give peace to our minds and hearts. Peace is
personified in Jesus,. Wherever he went, whoever he met , he
greeted he said these words, “ peace be with you” and whenever
he healed the sick and forgave the sinners he said to them, “ go in
peace.” He also commanded the disciples to do so. Jesus’ apparent
embrace of and approach towards the poor, oppressed and
suppressed, marginalized, the sinners and prisoners brought peace
to them. Further, reconciliation is one of the fruits of peace of the
Risen Lord.

Peace is also the absence of evil, enmity, war and conflicts.
Therefore let us follow Jesus christ as our model, be instrumets of
peace that the world connot give, and build up a new society.

Sr.Lumin
THE JUST WAR THEORY

One of the perennial realities of human existence is war. From
the earliest recorded events of human history all the way through to
modern times, human communities have engaged in armed conflict
as a method of dispute resolution. While war has been a constant
part of human éi’ﬁ'erié"nee;*ﬂiere has also been a tendency within

A e A e e, o T TSk e
@emuiured gmreoiamert



virtually all human civilizations to limit the extent of war and the
methods by which warfare may be conducted. In this process of
thinking the just war theory emerged in the western moral, legal and
political area as a means to evaluate the legitimacy of military action.

This theory has both the religious and secular sources. St.
Augustine was the first major Christian theologian to lay a strong
foundation to this theory and it was consolidated by St. Thomas
Aquinas. It is from St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas that the
theory of just war is adapted and expanded by later thinkers. The
secular sources for just war theory span a considerable length of
time. They include such philosophers as the ancient Roman Cicero
and the Dutch Protestant Hugo Grotius. In addition, the modern
decrees on justifiable warfare, such as the commission to the
Nurenburg War Crimes Tribunal, and the United Nations charter
also act to flush out the modern conception of just war theory.

So with the contribution of the religious and secular sources the
just war theory took the final shape. According to this theory for a
war to be just, it must have the following conditions:

A just war can be waged as a last resort.

A war is just if it is waged by a legitimate authority.

A just war can only be fought to redress a wrong suffered.

A war can be just if it is fought with a reasonakle chance of
success.

The vltimate goal of a just war is to re-establish peace.

The violence used in the war must be propositional to the
injury suffered.

The weapons used in war must discriminate between
combatant and non-combatants.

Therefore this theory provides room only for a defensive
war and the offensive war cannot be in any way justified by this
theory.

Rev. Fr. M. David
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HUMAN RIGHTS DURING WAR

The situation of war calls for serious considerations about different
human rights experiences. During war politicians should respect
people’s rights to know God’s will and that will, being implemented
in the political arena. Negligence of this right will have unforeseeable
long term negative consequences. And those who cry Tor the respect
of their own human rights should not fail as an individual or as a race
to fail to show respect for human rights in their own lives too. During
war the rights of the individuals or community for personal safety
and integrity and personal property and individual endeavours
should be respected. During liberation struggle if individual rights
are suppressed after political liberation, the oppressed surely will
be unliberated in many other human dimensions. Only when this is
done, the political liberation can be instrumental in achieving an
integrated spiritual liberation of the people involved.

Rev. Fr. R. Stalin

Religions and Their Contribution
for Peace

Sri Lanka is a multi-racial, multi-cultural and multi-religiouns

Due to its natural location it had to undergo many colonizations under
the Western Nations in the past. '

When an individuals basic rights are violated it is natural that
there follows chaos and problems. This gradually leads to war. The
major religions of Sri Lanka did their best to bring about peace, but
it is not enough. We cannot deny the fact that there are some sections
of certain religions that contribute to the ethnic problem

The notion of peace cannot be defined. It has a wide meaning.
Opinions vary from person to person. No one gives a satisfactory
definition for “religion” Since it is connected with the Super Natural it
is difficult to define a religion.

)40¢
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Christianity speaks of peace in the old Testament as well as in
the New Testament. Both use the term ‘Shalom’ to denote peace.
Buddhism is very much concerned about this aspect of life. Buddha
himselt avoids war and killing. Once he said that a soldier who dies
at a fight will go to hell. It is a belief prevailing among the buddhists
that a soldier who dies at a war either goes to hell or will be reborn
as an animal. Hinduism does not speak of external peace. It speaks
of internal peace. It is concerned with peace that is between a person
and his It man and between a person and nature.

In practice the religions of our country played a big role to
stop this war and to proceed to peace talks. But it is not enough. All
the religions should work more for peace. It is the yearning of our
people. Religions, having concern for the aspiration of our people
should be more sensitive and work hard to bring about true, just
and permanent peace in this land.

Bro. F. T. Judethas

Laity and the Mission of Reconciliation in
the Society - An Interview

Man is created not to live alone but to live in a community. Man’s
sociai nature makes it evident that the progress of the human person
and the advance of society itself hinge on one another. A few lay
people are interviewed to find out how the laity is engaged in the
mission of reconciliation in the societly. Here are some points what
they expressed.

There are various conflicts and divisions in the present societies
due to the differences in the social status, economy, education,
religion and other modern cultural intrusions. They affect the growth
of the individual and of the whole society. christ came into this world
to reconcile us withGod and with one another. It is the duty and the
vocation of every Christian to bring about reconciliation in the divided
society.
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Impact of War on Children

Because of their dependence on others for their life and develop-
ment, cnildren are vulnerable . Their vulnerability is aggravated
in places and times ravaged by war.

The inevitable displacement from one’s normal habitat has
peculiar adverse effects on children.The sense of loss of home
and property and the feeling of uprootedness from the security
of familiar environment result in the feeling of insecurity.

The lack of adequate food and medical facilities in places
of relocation result in malnutrition and high death rates caused by
deseases like diarrhoea and malaria.

Girls are particularly vulnerable. They are subjected to
sexual violence and exploitation.

As the religious structures, as well as other structures
which meaning to the child’s life are destroyed, the child’s well
rounded development gets stunted.

All'in all, every single right enshrined in the convention
on the nghts of the Child stands violated by war, and the child is
deprived of the experience of “childhood”

Education, which forms the prime concern of parents for their chil-
dren, suffers major setbacks.

Fr. A.l. Bernard
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