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f% ’_EHE object of this volume is to enable the
reader to appreciate in some degree

the life-work of ome of the greatest:

missionaries of the nineteenth century

&%%; who by his self-sacrificing energy,

unswerving devotion to duty and

characteristic generosity has earned a name in

Southern India scarcely paralleled in the annals of
the educational history of this part of the world.

It is therefore but right that the life of such
an illustrious person should be remembered for
generations by the people in whose midst and for
whose good he has been working for the last 39
years, and the best possible way to give it a wide
circulation among both sexes 1is to write it in the
chief language of those people.

The responsibility of attempting to catch and
place on record, the essential qualities of a strong
and versatile personality like Dr. Miller with scanty
materials is really very great, In the preparation.
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of this memoir of my revered master I have to
acknowledge most valuable help from friends who
knew Dr. Miller. I havenot however been able to
gather much information about Dr. Miller’s.
personal life, nor is the information 1 got in any
way complete. The College Magazine, The Col-
lege Calendar, Thel,ocal Journals, The small English
Sketch of the Life of Dr. Miller by Mr. O. Kanda-
sawmy Chetty and other records also gave me valu-
able information but much could not be gathered
from them with reference tohis personal life. A book
written under such disadvantages cannot be without
its defects but I hope to remedy them in subsequent
editions of the book, should there be any, when I
expect to be in possession of ampler materials.

T'o those who are not acquainted with the Tamil
language some plan of the book is necessary. The
first Chapter is devoted to the description of Dr.
Miller’s Child-hood and Student Life. The se-
cond gives a sketch of the origin of the Madras
Christian College, its condition before the ad-
vent of Dr. Miller and its subsequent development.
The third deals with Dr. Miller’s services on the
Education Commission while the fourth treats
about the several honours and distinctions he
had earned. The fifth Chapter speaks of incidents
connected with the College while the sixth treats
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about the statue and the Christian College Day
movements. ‘The seventh Chapter deals with Dr.
Miller as Moderator of the Free Church General
Assembly, the congratulary address sent to them
and the reply it evoked. The eighth Chapter speaks
about the recent illness of Dr. Miller and con-
cludes with a summary of his life. To these I
have added extracts from Dr. Miller’s important
speeches, as well as from the speeches made by
friends of Dr. Miller about his work and life. His
attitude towards political and social movements
has been noticed and the part he took in matters
educational has also been referred to.

I have here and there inserted engravings of
Doctor Miller some of which were specially made
for the book. My best thanks are due to Mr. L. C.
Williams Pillai, for his introduction and for all the
other Tamil scholars and pundits for having written
so kindly of the book. The services rendered by
Mr. N. Kathiravelu Pillai, one of my most valued
friends and countrymen, in the publication of this
volume, and the valuable suggestions made by him
when this little book wasin progress, can never be
forgotten. My thanks are also due to Messrs.
O. Kandasamy Chetty and T. N. Cunnoosawmy
for their encouragement in my undertaking.
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I cannot sufficiently feel thankful for the kind
help rendered to me by Mr. V. Masilamani Pillai,
in getting this little book through the Press.

The book was expected to be out on the
day fixed for unveiling the statue of Dr. Miller
but owing to the illness of my uncle the late
Rao Bahadur C. W. Thamotharam Pillai, it had
to be postponed. T had also intended to secure for
the book the benefit of his final revision and this
has been denied to me by his lamented death. It is
a matter for great regret, specially for me that this
book had not made its appearance during his life-
time.

It only remains to commend the work to Him
whom Doctor Miller fervently loves and faithfully
serves and may He who has been the inspirer and
the guide of my revered master’s life and work
bless this humble undertaking and cause this life
to redound to His glory, to the development of
Christian life and to the furtherance of that great
missionary enterprise so close to the heart of
the servant He has chosen to serve Him in Southern
India.

T. A. RAJARUTHNAM.



INTRODUCTION.

\ %IgHE lives of only a few mnien deserve to be
519 written and remembered. Millions of

"% human beings live their small, selfcentred
(/R uneventful lives, pursuing no high ideals

V -and inspired by mno lofty motives and
go down to the grave and merited oblivion,

uncared for and unnoticed by the world.

Others again, although gifted with great

powers and rare talents, choose to employ

these God-given gifts for selfish purposes, for
unworthy ends, to the ruin of mankind, range
themselves with the powers of evil and while
they might be the saviours of the world prove
to be its worst enemies and retard its evolu-
tion for good. Such men are often remembered
only to be pointed at with the finger of scorn and
as beacons to warn the world against following their
dangerous example. Butitis the very few men,
alas too few, in whom the divine element prepon-
derates, whom a merciful Providence has sent into
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the world as ministering angels, to instruct, to
elevate, to comfort and guide their fellow-men, and
who forgetting their little selves and the petty
concerns of life which bulk so largely in the eyes
of an ignorant world, strive to do their duty accord-
ing to the higher light vouchsafed to them and
devote their lives and employ their talents, their
means and everything that God has given them,
in the service of humanity; it is these few that
compel the gratitude and admiration of mankind,
and it is their lives that the world tries to preserve
as invaluable possession for themselves aud to hand
down as precious legacies to their children after
them. One of these few it is our rare good fortune
to have in our midst. By a consensus of opinion
Dr. Miller is one of the greatest, if not the greatest
man that Southern India has seen. Born a Scotch-
man, he is a Scotchman to the core and has inherited
in the highest degree all the conspicuous virtues
of that wonderful race. The British nation is
admitted by all to be preeminently a conquering,
colonizing and civilizing nation. It has left all
other nations far behind in going out to the ends
of the world, in introducing the arts of peace and
the blessings of civilization into remote lands, in
dispelling ignorance and suppressing crime in dark
places, and in establishing peace and order where
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there was chaos and confusion. All this mighty work
has been achieved in virtue of a rare combination
of the highest qualities of head and heart and
physique, which that natien possesses. But among
the British nation itself none possess these high
qualities to such an abundant degree as Scotch-
mern. The Scotchman is noted all over the world for
his indomitable energy, untiring perseverance and
that wonderful adaptability to new conditions and
circumstances, owing to which wherever he has
gone, whatever field of work he has chosen, he has.
invariably come out successful. Whether as states-
men to wield the fortunes of empires, or as soldiers
to fight the battles of the nation, or as merchant
princes to distribute wealth over the world, or as
missionaries to carry the gospel into heathen lands,
in whatever capacity Scotchmen are employed
they are able to hold their own with the rest of the
world and very often to outstrip others in the race.
Dr. Miller possessing all these virtues of his race in
an eminent degree, has not chosen what in the
world’s estimation may be called any brilliant walk
of life. Had he done so, with his powerful intellect,
inimitable energy, and commanding personality,
he would have risen to the highest position in any
profession he might have chosen to follow. But
for the good of the world and specially for that of



12

‘Southern India, which without him would have been
much poorer indeed, he was called to be the
minister of the gospel, to carry the message of the
-cross to foreign lands. He chose Southern India as
the field of his labours, and what he has done for
Southern India is now matter of history, and some
of the brightest pages of Indian History will be
those that chronicle the sayings and doings of the
great man.

The services rendered by him are manifold.
As Principal of the Christian College which
owes to his genius and devotion, its unique position
-as the premier College in the Presidency, he has
done a monumental work extending over a period
of 39 years, which in the words of the address pre-
sented to the General Assembly of the Free Church
of Scotland by the students and friends of the
Christian College,  has never in this part of the
world been surpassed”, and for which Dr. Miller
“ will live in the memory and affection of many a
generation to come”. In the face of opposition
open and veiled, and notwithstanding the opinion
of many well-meaning men that mission funds
should not be spent on higher education, Dr. Miller
has persistently followed the policy of making edu-
cation the hand-maid of religious instruction and
-as the means of sowing the seed of the gospel
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which in its appointed time according to God’s will
must bear fruit, Whatever difference of opinion
there might be about the christianising influences
of the Christian College, no omne can doubt the
immense influence for good it has exerted on the
youth of the land, by stimulating them to intel-
lectual activity, to moral growth and religious
inquiry.

As a Fellow of the Madras University for over
quarter of a century, Dr. Miller’s advice and
counsel and guidance have played no unimportant
part in the fortunes and progress of the University,
With worthy coadjutors like Messrs. Holloway,
Thompson, Porter, Ranganadham and Muthu-
samy Iyer, Dr. Miller shaped and guided the
course of the University during its infancy ; and
the University has recognized his services by con-
ferring on him the honorary degree of Doctor of
Laws for the very first time inits annals.

As a member of the Education Commission,
with his vast experience aud statesman-like insight
into the varied and intricate problems of educa-
tional policy, he has rendered invaluable help to
Government in laying down the broad lines of pro-
gress on which Education must run.

Above all as a Christian philanthropist of a very
rare typehe, has been the benefactor of thousands
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-of poor and struggling students, who but for him
would not have attained the honorable positions
they occupy or be doing the wuseful work they are
‘doing in the various walks of life.

The buildings attached to the College ; The Stu-
.dents’ Homes, The Fenn Hostel, The Societies’ Hall,
College House, the Anderson Hall, The College
‘Church, all these ¢ have been built either. entirely
by him or with his liberal aid.” Blessed with
means as with many other gifts, Dr. Miller has
devoted his wealth, as he has done his other gifts,
for the welfare of the land of his adoption, and has
thus set a brilliant example of true Christian self-
sacrifice, which must in itself attract and ennoble
the thousands of young men that come in contact
with him.

These many and varied services, and many
others not mentioned here, which Dr. Miller has
rendered to Southern India, deserve to be recorded
and preserved for the benefit of mankind, And I
doubt mnot that other biographers will arise who,
with ampler materials than are now available, will
write the life of Dr. Miller in English to be read not
here alone but throughout the world.

The present biographer however has in his
~own modest and unpretentious way brought toge-
ther all the leading incidents in Dr. Miller’s life,
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and with such materials as were available has given
as appreciative’ an estimate of Dr, Miller as was
possible under the circumstances. In writing the life
in the leading vernacular of Southern India, in a
style both chaste and popular, the author has
placed the book within the reach of a number of
readers who could not have access to it were it
written in English, and has thus done a great
service to his countrymen in placing before them
a high ideal to look up to and a noble life to
imitate.

It is according to the fitness of things that this
little volume is given to the world just about the time
when the statue of Dr. Miller is to be unveiled
and his services publicly and permanently recog-
nized. The value of the book depends on the
intrinsic worth of the subject of the biography which
I doubt mnot will be well received and be the
precursor of other works of the kind.

L. C. WILLIAMS.
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OPINIONS.,

I am very much delighted to see that Mr. T. A.
Rajaratnum Pillai has undertaken the difficult task of
writing the life of the Hon. and Rev. Dr.fWilliam Miller,
than whom none in this Presidency has done directly
and indirectly more towards the intellectual and moral
advancement of Southern India, with self-sacrifice and
self-denial, all from genuine love of humanity, the highest
virtue taught by the Indian and European moralists. In
the performance of the task Mr. Rajaratuum has ex-
ceeded my expectations and the volume which I hope,
will appear before the day fixed for unveiling the statue,
is written in chaste, idiomatic and beautiful language
and deserves to be recommended for recognition as a
class book. The quotations from Tamil authors are
beautiful and appropriate. The book deserves to be read
by the young and the old as it contains answers to the
questions :—What is education and what life is worth

living ?

MADRAS 1 » -
241h Dc’ccmbew,, 1900. J§ JE MV USR] L /AT

T have much pleasure in bearing testimony to the
excellent manner in which Mr, T. A. Rajarutnum has
written the life of the great Scotchman whose name is a
household word in this Presidency. Dr. Miller has been

B
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occupying a prominent place in the history of Southern
India during the latter half of the 1gth Century and the
life of such a man is sure to be interesting and instruc-
tive not only to the many thousands that came under his
influence, but also to all true-hearted and unselfish In-
dians who wish to do good to their fellowmen. To them
he stands as a shining light illumining their path in this
world. A permanent record of that life is therefore
necessary. ‘T'he book is written in a simple and natural
style and there is nothing pedantic in it. I hope that
the book will be found useful also to students who are
undergoing instruction in Colleges and it is my earnest
desire that the author wiil be amply rewarded for his
labour of love.
T. RAMAKRISHNA PILLAIL
THOTTAKKADU Housn,}
24th  Decentber, 1900.

I have read with great pleasure the first few pages
of “T'he life of Dr. Miller” written in Tamil, by Mr.
. A, Rajaruthnam Pillai and am glad to be able to state
that it is composed in a simple yet elegant style. As the
maiden attempt of the author in Tamil prose, it is a very
creditable performance. He has evidently striven hard
to imitate the diction of classical commentators, carefully
avoiding the use of pedantic or archaic expressions, which
render the old cammentaries unfit for study as prose in
Modern schools. T'his record of a life nobly spent in
untiring service in the cause of education and religion
is well worth the attentive perusal of Indian youths.
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“The biography reveals in almost every line of it the ut-
most respect and admiration felt by the writer for the
subject of his essay, which does honor alike to the grate-
ful pupil and to his venerable teacher.
NELLORE, ? V. KANAKASABHALI

15th Fanwuary, 1901- 3

The author has made a laudable and successful attempt
in bringing out a Tamil life of Dr. Miller. It will afford
not only profit and pleasure to hosts of students, but the
Tamil speaking public will be greatly benefited by its
perusal. ‘The author has a very good command of the
Tamil language and writes in a clear idiomatic and
attractive style. A great wantin these days is a series
of good Tamil readers written in a popular style
with a high moral tone, teaching rather by example
than precept ; and this want, T am glad to add, the writer
has successfully endeavoured to supply.

SARGON HOUSE, J. LAZARUS.
Ath Fanuary, 1901. §
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“ A Missionary teacher known alike for
his piety and public zeal whose services
in the cause of higher education are
probably unsurpassed in India.”

Lord Napier in the House cf Lords,
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