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Intyoduction.
(BY Mz, N. Balasubramanya Mudaliar. s a0

OF all the systems of philosophy born and nevtured in
Nouthern India,the Saiva Siddhanta is the most important.
Dr.G. U, Pope, the learned translator of So. DManikka
Vachagar's Torurackakem and o critic who has conscien-
tiously tried his very hest to be falr and impartial, has
after years of study,given it as his opinion that “ths Saiva
Niddhantu systemtself is the choicest (pure South Indiun)
product of the Dravidian intelleet”. Andalmost nowherc
else, in any Indian system of Thelstic philosophy; do we
find such sturdy independence of thought and freedom
from the trammels of scholustic orthodoxy.

The fundamental doctrines of this philosophy are
taught in the fourteen well-known Saivs Siddhanta treaf:
ses, the chiefest among which are the Sivagnana Bodam
"aud Sivagnana Siddhi. All these Saivite text books are in
difficult verse; and though, to help us to climb to the
breezy mountain-tops of this philosophy, we have such
master guides as the great Rivagnana Swamigal and
others, they are too quick-footed and long-paced for us to
follow with ease; and the rosult very often is thab we ave
soon left leagues behind, aund know mnot where we are.
A good digestof theSaiva Siddhanta, whichshould not
have omitted any essential part of it, was therefore very
badly needed; and this long-felt want is now supplied by
the small treatise to which these few lines of mine ave
prefixed. It is written in prose for the most part simple,
and leaves out nothing important; and though here and
there are a few hard passages, they are oysters worth-
while opening, for tley inclose many a peurl of rave
beauty and lustre.

The author; Mer. V, Karthikeya Pillai, seems tohave
spent almost a life-time in‘he pursuit of Siddhantic
knowledge; and the present, small work, written by him
at the suggestion ofhiscousin Mz Proctor M. Subramaniam
Pillai, has had the benefit of revision by an eminent Tamil
pundit aud Siddhanta scholar, Mz. N. Kadiraivel Pillai.
Ineed hardly say, thevefore, that it richly deserves the

.kind and liberal patronage of the Tamil Saivite public.
N. BALASUBRAMANTAN.
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