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The New

by A. Igbal

Is it a path that has been
Newly broadened?
Or a path all new?
Is it the path through wilderness
Or a path ploughed through
the new?

If everything had a beginning
Nothing is new.

If nothing has an end
Everything is old.

Anything that blocks the way
Is not of the new

Anything that is refusing to die
Is not of the new.

Is it the form

That makes for the new?

Is it its continuing cult

On its age

Or its formlessness

That escapes all categories?
Translated from the Tamil by

-VERAAM
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Prologue

The inter-relationship of works of literary art is universal. We hear loud voices
trumpeting about universal art and literature. The standards of the univer-
sality of the poetic art is well known. As Sri Lanka is an integral part of the
world, what we term by Sri Lankan art and poetry has a universal value.

Universality of the poetry differs according to the post's felt experiences and
emoations. An individual study of the Sri Lankan poetry underlines the inner
feelings and moods of the poet.

Though my poems are based on the Sri Lankan context, they could sustain
immitability in the literary world. M. S. Jabeer was good enough to read the
original script of my poems in Tamil and render them into English. His inter-
est and efforts to introduce my poems into the English literary world is quite
noteworthy.

‘The New', the poem that decorates the cover of this book was first pub-
lished in‘Nadat', a literary periodical of Tamil Nadu in April 1969. Vallikkannan
in his ‘Rise and Development of Modern Poetry’ has this to say about this
poem; ‘Some good poetry is brought out in the names of A. lgbal, Shiva and
Shivam. Those names may stand for pen names of some experienced and
skilled writers of poetry.” This statement of Vallikkannan shows that he had
not got an opportunity to read my poems, as he is from India. When this
poem was first published, the well known writer and critic Tharumu
Shivaramu, sent me an English translation of this poem in his own hand
writing. Artist Huna has brought out this in its entirety and originality in the
front cover.

Those who read this book can send their own views and criticisms on this
work. | will be happy to publish them in a book form. | should like to thank all
those who have helped me to bring out this book successfully.

A. Igbal

‘Rifaya Manzil
Dharga Town 12090
Sri Lanka,

01. 06. 1999
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Thy Soul My Life

With me Thy, Dear, prime and heart
Whoever talks of Thee whatever nuts
Despite Thy hving amidts a lot
Whoever may slash Thee as dirt
Making pass at Thee calling to bed
Whoever talks of Thee whatever nuts
Thee within me and me within Thee
Nobody takes Thee away from me.

Had [ craved for Thy physical beauty

| would have shaked it off my heart, Ye
Share, in life, always my heavy strife

Wither Thee in the realm of my life

Which is full of torturing hard tests

Being not mindful of good abode, Thee roost.
Thy lips become as shelter for all

© =
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For me it's an ever loving soul
Whoever talk of Thee whatever nuts
Thee within me and me within Thee.

Surface in full swing the elf of fate
Screaming from my bottom of heart
Thee - a woman of virtue in awe
Surrendering at my feet with bows
Thee - a sacred seed that makes

Me as an ocean made up cf seas
Thee - a soul of purity, paving

Way, in life, for all my moving
Feeding me with porridge and Thee
Await my presence at door in glee
Whoever talks of Thee whatcver nuts
‘Thee within me and me within Thee.
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The current vogue

Thoughts are boundless and free
Having roped in the Almighty
To the dictates of my desire

And to wallow in sea of pleasure
Is the line of my thinking

Which T want in real living

To hug the lustre of Nature

To reach the uttermost pleasure
Left behind with nothing

Is the line of my thinking.

Twisting life to my tastes
Till my heart is fully pleased

@ LgiemLo
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To fly in the sky singing
Is the lie of my thinking,

Without blemish remains my thought
To call folks to follow my suit

To live calmly gaining more respects
Possessing all greatmen's aspects
Forgetting all that are stinking

Is the present line of my thinking.
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The Crowism

In the garden and in the woods
Cawing to enjoy many ripe fruit
Never mindful of being rotten
Feed on them for Ye a glutton

Pecking at and tearing to pieces
Gulping all what's called abuses
Caw Ye aloud to cronies to wastes
What in them for Ye is tastes

Eager to jump upon odds and ends
Of alms offered in sacred precicnts
And of devotees and of Adam's sons
Calling in the crowds of kith and kin

Lglenio
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Being not tired of nibbling at such
Bits of food Ye look for with interest
Letting the eyes go round and round
Till they set on something with proud

Clawing the corpse floating on water
Feed Ye happily on flesh with chatter
And saw Ye seeds in all the mire
Without regard to when and where
Showing always the cloven hoofs

To what lies around caring to hoots
And falling blindly short of stature
Are the assets from Thy real nature
Man inherited with much rapture
With them will he live in future.
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The Reformers

Battle of prestige

Or yearning for fame
Is it of philosophy
Or of abject poverty

Big words and pedantry
Mixed inseparably
Never succeeded

So - confounded

To come to this much
What's that he risked
What led him to this
Is a puzzle to think
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They lay their selves open
To ridicule and shame
When their vassels open
With nothing to clank

Taking things for granted
Not always well rewarded
Buming, there, continues
But, not from the vacuum

Commotion and confusion
Works in profusion

Why at the eleventh hour?
How far is the last tour.

When the Divinity of Art
Falls in the hands of smart
Mercyless rags and rogues
Will it ever take roots.

The souls that come to
Rescue those in need
Suffer the pain of loss
Foe - is the one we love.

Beneath the friendly face
Leaps the tongue of flame
Changing the roles always
Does he do the same with days.

LgismL
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The Criterion

Three decades of
Relentless service
Brought the smiles
On young faces
Of the students
Whom [ meel
Over the years

On (he streets.

Of them T taught
Remember only some
I's a pleasure
Talking to them
However hard I

@ Uglsmin
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Tried with pain
Many of them
Never come to mind,

On an occasion
Ofmatrimony

Being tired of

Work so many

Sat1 quitely
Listnening to whisper
When there someone
Addressed me "Sir"
So I turned round

To see him who?
Those were the faces
Of some youths.

Who left school
Half the way
Whom I convinced
To resume their stay
In school later
Obtained degrees
Came in hurry

To share the memory
So I thought

But all in vain

What they talked
Brought more pain.

Knowing all like
Men of letters

LSlsmLn
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Those guys sadly
Bagan to utter
"Look Sir Those
Lett the school
Wallowing in the
Rich men's pool
While We're all
Left here alone
With our skin
Hanging on bones
Because of you
We're all doomed
See our lives are
That of baboons".

Those who never
Stepped into school
Whom I thought to be
Utter fools at last
Live in clover like
Those in heaven
Minding not of
Anything around
Earming a name by
Talking tall

With many at their
Beck and call.

"This set-up, therefore
We should change
Never call men Sir
To learn these wastes."”
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An Adam's Son

In the pitch dark of the night

With hands trembling in fright
Neared me on tip toe a shadow
Whose sighs pricked like arrows
And that hugged me with delight
Only to wake me up to put on light

- Leaving me to remain at home
While his lady went outdoors
He who preaches young and old
Pleased with sense of false pride
stood at the corner spell bound
Frightened like a butcher's goat

UglenLo
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Father like pedagogue left the room
When I reminded of the doom

While schooling in prime of youth
Corrupted by an arrogant brute
Forced I was to find a shelter
Under the roof of this swindler
Who took me for a nice little pet
To treat me the way he liked

But breakind the chain I ran away
Into my home, there' isn't anyway.
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The Essence of Life

The base of wisdom
Nor be the silence
Who be I and

Wither in the kingdom
From 'whys' emerges
The rule of sciences

Reason and calmness
Make up with discipline
‘The root of honour
Whose base is not

The Coyness in fact

LgisLo
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What the bullocks feed on
To be healthy and strong
Cannot be the same food
To the Driver's hunger, too

Being in the know of
What cannot be reached
And of the night

That cannot dawn
Make up the honour
Wisdom - composture,

Wisdom and coyness
In life is essential.
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The Snake Charmer

He - the Snake Charmer plays
A tune on the flute in gay

To make the snake dance
Until the fangs are yanked

Look there ...............
Coiled itself in fear
Like the one on fire

Losing vigour it jogs
Inside the box its head
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On the tip of the tail, Dear
Without any failure

Until ye be throttled
Dance ye in high fettle

Not flanked by retinues
Standing alone ye continues
Dancing before the Charmer
Beware of fangs, he's a remover

Unless ye walks in queues
Although men are afraid of you
Showing the cruel fangs to men
No one can be purged of sin

Thee need the weapons
Of forceful serpents

He - the Snake Charmer plays
A tune on the flute in gay

To make the snake dance
Until the fangs are yanked.
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Human Nature

He who accumulates
Heaps of wealth

At the expense of
His moral health
Longs for a life of
Higher moral wealth,

Though he's blessed with
Knowledge that shines
Ifhe lives in the

World without coins

Looks he down upon
Opulanced fragrance

Of the man who walks with
Sense of arrogance.
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He who is cultured well
But in the world moneyless
Condemns these cultured
Whose money's limitless

Endowed with many
Gifts from Nature
Rising higher in the
Life's long ladder
Kindles inner fury

Of others' vanity
When they are not in
Possession of anything

He who adores ' self’
Keeping the head swollen
Never admits the greatness
Of others' success.

Being aware of the kind
Aims that lie behind

Man's birth in the globe
Leaves himself to God.

Caught in the clutches of
Jealousy and longing
Walks he a long way
That leads him nowhere.
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Character

The world is one

With its wonders and endless woes
Ups and downs and virtues and rows
Reeling ..............

This world is one.

The man is one

With whose intelligent and stupidity
Whims and fancies abilities and novelties
Changing ................

This man 1s one

"The world is one
Action and reaction on which it moves
Reaping in the end that which is sown
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Mopping off what ails other with love
Elevates men to be adorned in awe
This world is one

The world is one

Thought and moves are running apart
Dreams and illusion passing the mark
What's of discipline lasts and remains
Live by the rules that conscience reminds
This world is one

The world is one

To wink in the night is greet the dark
In the broad day light let the eyes wake
World is one but man is many

Living by scruples bring no agony.
This world is one.
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The Change

Let the battle field be free and open

No one ever to be saved from weapon
Such deadly gifts from the super powers
Flowing into the country every hour

As Tanks and Rockets and AK's slay
People within sight with war planes
Flying above the shoddy roof tops
Forcing all to a total stop.

Young and old nor caste and creed
Escaped the perils that came in speed
Day and night brought waifs and strays
To the hunger of fate to be as prey
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All that have 'shapes’ face death
Except man who is bom on earth
Again and again, it's the change

Man here enjoys through out the age.
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Within the Reach

Sri Lanka -

A land of scenic beauty

With flora dancing in avidity
Robbed of its valuables by invaders
Who came in the name of Traders

Being deprived of the right by parents
To choose from what's in us inherent
And risking all what we're blessed with
Only keep us pinned painfully to the pit.

Being slaves to whims and fancies

And cringing before others for clemency
Inflicted curses upon our country

Now, a market for occidental sundries
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In the race of people for fine foreign makes
With their vanity cnjoying a boost

The core of happiness lies, they beleive

In the store of goods from foreign they receive.

Ruling a country for the sake of ruling
Which brings us nothing but many failings
Takes us nowhere, and the financial loans
Pinch our shoulders like many thorns

Making no use of the lands in store

To accommodate the people one and an half crore
The State hasn't spelt out ways and means

To iron out financial straits in time

Yet our growth is lavish on land

With immense resources buried in sand

Which is good enough to make us happy

So why this run dear when things are within reach
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Self Sacrifice

So pathetic it was

When they were driven out of homes
With their hands and shoulders drooped
Clicked our camera this awtul sight

So painful it was that no one could mouth

Overwhelmed with sense of pity

At the sight of snapshots of many varieties
Keep the generous Arabs open their coffer
For all the lands where the people suffer
Except for a little that rcached the needy
Rest of the wealth remained with the greedy
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Solemnly we promise the brunt of your pain
Surely we felt in our heart and mind

So in the name of your endless bereavement
We do run a non Governmental moverment
Only to elevate ourselves in life

At the expense of refugees' delight

Oh Dear Refugees you are so great

As you sacrifice all for others sake.
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Equal Share

To turn the scale in our favour
We pushed you in deep water
Yet, our expectation badly failed
And brought nothing as we aimed.

Humbly we confess before all

All that we did to you were wrong
Whenever we happened to speak
Of the unjust done to you in heap
And of the pain you're undergoing
As a result of our evil doings

Never shall we refrain from
Vouching for you in any form
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Let your sprit rest in peace

Without reservation against any case
Let us die together, a hope

I fondly cherish as a token of love.
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Death, A Benefit

A single pelt with a stone
Aimed at a bunch of mangoes
Forced them down to earth

And crushed the pieces to shred.

Upon the scattered weeping peices
Treaded havily the human feet
Squashing them to dirty ash

All over thoroughfares' face

Without any procession around

Moved the bits towards burial ground
To be buried void of ceremony
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So was the case with the corpes so many
That were left alone on water and sand
Without a soul to give a helping hand.

A change of place doesn't

Erase the scar of predicament
Corpes are really blessed deathless.
But to feel it men arc powerless.

Forcing the darkness away

Sheéds in the light with much gay
What's behind all these phenomenon

Is deathless death that claws everyman.
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