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P@@e The a@ﬂvﬂﬁu@u leacler of (ha
Galthells Ehureh |

The Pope, the BIS}IOP af Rome is t’ae Pnnc:pa} spmtua/ leader and

supreme pastoral aut}aon{y within the Roman Catholic Church. The
ancient title of Pope comes ﬁom the Latm papa a term of affectron

for father

A major theo]ogrca] c}za]/enge to the Petrine character of t]ae papacy . -
in the re/at:onsh:p between Peter ana] the subsequent Brshop of 3y
Rome. Yot the idea of a continuing Potrine ministry is not opposed -

to Scnpture and in actua”y rooted in it. i |

7119 divine mstrtutron of the papacy remains a critical ecumenical
quest:on The separatec[ brethren wcm]az cha/’enge the authentrcrty
o][ its divine institution.

The a’octrme of co”eg:a]:ty, l:asecf on the rich biblcal idea af
it communio’, means that the Epzscopa’ co”ege, tagetlzer with its

head the Roman Pontrﬁ[ is the sub;ect of supreme and fu” power in
relation to the universal Church.

The mfa”rln/:t which the divine Redeemer wr”ecf this Church for the
purpose af cfefmmg the. doctrine of farth cma’ mora,s, extends on’y
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as far as the deposit of divine revelation extends. This infa//r'l:i/ity
which the Roman Pontiff enjoys by virtue of his office in defining
faith and morals in strengthenec] by a specia] assistance of the

H. o/y Spirit.

It is common/y held that, a/ti'zough the papacy is orJinarffy a /zfe-
ong position, a Pope can ]eg:'tr'mate/y resign. | |

Fr.P J. Jebaratnam

The Bleth of Chrlst and the
way of Peace

Jesus Christ is the Star that came into this world from Heaven to
redeem mankind from the éondage of Sin. Sin leads a man to
death. In the context of Israel those who observed the law minute’y
were considered to be fu[ﬁ'”ing the will of God whereas those who did
not were labelled as sinners. Except the Pharisees and the scribes
the others were consr'derea’ to be ignorant of the Law,

But the propfaetic tradition takes another turn. Ezekiel spealzs af a
covenant t[mt is written in the heart of the peop/e. Aimos discourses
on injustices done to the so called sinners. The birth of Christ
f:r:'ngs peace to those who are isolated in the name of sin.

In our situation too, we have named peop]e as sinners under the

name ,0)( caste, class, colour etc. Man Y peop]e are restless. ney run
here ana’ there in search af the truth. The culture of the peop/e 18
being wreckejc! very badly

What is the cause of all these disastrous th:'ngs ?.Each one cif uUs is
responsible for these happenings!
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her. “Jesus I love you, Jesus, Jesus....."” were the last words she
uttered and submitted her fffe to the creator

Bro. Mariyathas

A Melher whe Shared Hergald fully
with (he Peer |

Justice and development are the underpinnings for real peace. When
there is a sp/z't in these two factors there will be sure/y disorder and
trouble. As'we learn our ethnic Az’story we can come to know how
the Tamils were put aside, were considered secqnd citizens of this
country and overlooked in Jevefopment works and how the Tamils’
r:'glfzts were denied Ay the majority Sinhala leaders.

At the initial stages of the peace process we were able to observe the
growtlz in a smooth mannar but at present it is be:'ng carried on in
a /etlzargr'c mannar. The peace process is at stake. Nolvody knows
what is going to liappen. Al are in a dilemma. '

In the Bible we have mamfo/a’ references that describe Justice and
cieve/opment. In the beatitudes the aspect of justice is stated twice.
Prophet Amos is called the prop/aet of social justice. He exl:_orts the
peopie to turn back from their wrong a’oings and hold in to justice
that is welcomed Zay God. Christ himse/f asks us to be just and
Izo/y. There are many E ncyc/r'ca/s where Popes requested the whole
world to go in line with justice.

The government af Sri Lanka can make an arrangement to make
the peace p]r'-ocess successfuf. Uhless t}:ey pay attention to justice
and a’eve/opment there will be no progress or even success. ‘The |
uncfer/ying structure must be justice and c]eve/opment.

Bro. ET. Judethas
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The Peace of Clmst 18 spec:a”y Inroug}zt to ti’te oppressecl ancf tifze
poor. Every Christian is called to be a peace maker.

St. ReginaHF B

Peace (hrough Development
~ and Jusfiice

Mother leresa was born in Serbia. She was t]':e tifura’ child of her
[am:fy She stua’reJ at her vr/]age school o][ the Sacred Heart. At the
age of 17 she }omec! the re’rgrous order oj[ Loreto Nuns. When she
was 30 she' heard the call of God and instituted t]'ze new order viz
the Missionaries of Clzanty in Colcotta.

Her frﬁz revolved around three main thmgs The Hoiy Eucizanst
the Word oj[ God, and the virtue of Jove.

_In her fife she committecf lfterse]f entirefy to the Eucharistic Lord.
She stated that for her ministry she received the strengt}z and power
from the Eucharist. She spent hours Zaefore the FEucharistic Lord.

.' She was a woman who /iv_ec} the Word of God. Preaching the Good
News is the task entrusted to every one of us. Mother Teresa was

very fart}zﬁ«/ to the mandate given é’y Christ. S]’le accepteci all the
trials for the sake of Christ. |

: Love is somet}nng tkat cannot be put in word. It should be
fexpenenced Mother Teresa expeﬂenced the love of God in serving
the poor, t};q sick, the abana’onec] the handrcappec] etc.

Even in her last c]ays she wanteJ to observe d” the practices of
_austerity she used to observe in her | fe But her Joctor did not allow
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Karol Joseph Wojtyla was bom on May 18-1020, in

| %Jowrce, near Cracow: His father was Karol %;ty]a who had
been an administrative oﬁgcer in the Austrian army. His mother
Emilia who was a teacher, died in' 1020. His sister died a few c’ays :
after birth; his elder brother Ec{munc] a P]ays:c:an died in 19032,
 and his father died in 1941.

Joseph attended sk:]'zoo/s in Wadowice and in 1038 enro”ecj n
the facu]ty oj( thfosopl’t y of the ]agie”onian University in Cracow.

At the University he was also active in the ‘stuJ:'_o 38" an

expen'mentaf theater group. For young Wojtyia as fpr countless others,
life changed forever on Sept. 1, 19039 when World War II began.

Nazi occupation j[orces closed the University and the young man

had to work in a quarry as a stone cutter. In Oct. 1042, he Zz’egan
studies for the Priesthood in the unc]erg_round Seminary. After the
end of the war, he was ordained a priest on Nou. 1 1040. He Ieft
Poland to Z?egin advanced studies in Rome at the Angeifcum
University. He suésequent]y earned doctorates in neo,ogy and
P]fn'fosopk Y and was a respectecf moral theofogian and ethicist

In 1958 Pope Pius XII named him Auxiliary Bishop of
Cracow. In 1004 he became Arch B:shop of Cracow. Pope Paul VI
created him a Cardinal in the consistory of June 28, 1007. Pope

foim Paul I died unexpectec”y on Sept.28,1 Q78. Cardinal %jty’a -

joined , 110 other cardinals in that year and emerged as Pope
foifm Paul IT. Thus Zvegan the Pont:ﬁcate of ohn Paul II. Whenever

he took his pr/gnmage ﬁ'om country to country, he openec] ti'ze doors
of human hearts to Christ. With the ke] of the Mother o][ Christ,

]eac[mg the Church and the world into t]qe 3" millennium offa:th is
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one of his greatest acts. The ca//r'ng af the FPope without a doubt one
can call the “Pontr:/;'cate of lzistory .

During his Pontrﬁcate with his 102 apo.sto/ic trips to other
countries he has circled the world 20 times. He has visited 131
nations; visiting Poland more often. In Ita/y he has visited 250
cities, trczve]r'ng over 82,587 kilometers a]uﬂ'ng 276 a}ays. During
all those trips; he gave approxr'mate/y 2400 oj%'cz'a/ speec}zes. The
Pope canonized 480 of the fait}zfu/ and namecz 1315 as Blessed.
He raised 201 Priests and Biskops to the cardinalate. He pub]is/*zec[
14 F ncyc/ica/s; 05 letters. The meaning he gives to suﬁ[ering Is an
eye opener for all of us so that we may face suﬂerfng positive]y and
bear )(rm't. '

Bro. J. Jesly Jehananthan

_' Popa John Paul 0 ¢
AR Ambagsacer of Peacae

”n

“ Feed my.skeep , (Jn 21:18) was the mission entrusted to Poter
by Christ. Being the successor of Peter the Pope has the same
mandate that was given to Peter. Pope ]ohn Paul II is not on/y a
spiritua/ leader of t/w world but he is rea//y an ambassador of peace.
Wherever there is injustice, discrimination in the name of colour,
race, caste he raised his voice against them. He made various visits '
to cftﬁ(erent countries to be a sign of peace.

He strengt}tened the lvriclge between the Catholic and Orthodox

Churches Z:'y visiting them and participating in their re/igious service.
Having a keen interest in ecumenism he held many meetings with
the separatec] brothers and exhorted them to be one in Christ. Above
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all -}w raised | his voice on beha!f of the a/fectecf a,:ma’ neg/ectea’. He

made h:’mse’f as an instrument of peace with other re/igions.

He is respected Z)y q” the leaders of the world. The capacity to
foresee things and to be convinced of what he says made him a
great man in the worfc[. Once he exhorted all the re]:'gions to work
for peace. This is the task entrusted to each re/fgion. He is a man
who puts into practice éeforehe says--something. He is the one and

only Pope who asked pardon from the world for the past sins
committed Z:y the Catholic Church.

He is against culture of violence. He tries his ]e'vg/ best to promote
the culture of love and ]aarmony. He is not on]y concerned with

world peace but he is a]ways earnest about peace with Got], 1.8,
reconciliation with God, the Father.

Miss. Marine Delosia.
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