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Our beloved Pappa

& i &
o b L

“It’s hard to forget someone who gave us so much to remember”.
That was Periyappa to us. He was more than our Periyappa, he was
our Pappa, our father figure as we grew up, whilst Appa worked
abroad.

We have so many wonderful memories with Pappa, and it feels
unreal that he is not with us anymore. He has left a void in our lives,
and | am sure many others who have come across him would feel
the same. He was a fountain of knowledge and he loved to share his
knowledge to help others in many ways.

To everyone locally, he was known as Shan Uncle. If Shan Uncle
didn’t have a solution, he would somehow find a way to solve the
problem. He had many contacts in the right places, but he would only
use them if it was absolutely necessary. He was a problem solver and
didn’t like to bother anyone unnecessarily.

Our memories with Pappa are mostly from our early childhood
when we lived together in Colombo. Appa was abroad, in England,
and Amma brought us up with the help of Pappa, Periyamma, Maama
and Maami.

Pappa was very active, he struggled to sit still for a minute. He
was always looking to keep himself and his mind occupied. He was
always engaged in something. One of those things was his tea busi-
ness. When | say business, it was more of a time pass for him with
a little profit. He would get a big box of loose tea and re-pack it in
various small sized packs and sell them for a small profit. And we as
children, used to enjoy helping him with weighing these small packs
and sealing them using a candle and a long blade. We then labelled
them according to their weight. It’s one of our first experiences that
taught us the value of money and the amount of hard work that you

have to put in to see some profit.
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Pappa played a major role in our education and made sure we
were exposed to the appropriate environment. He always wanted us
to do well in our education and was keen in moulding us to be good
individuals in our life. He encouraged us to be involved in our culture
and tradition as much as possible. He used to take us with him to
various places and events that he would find interesting, be it an ex-
hibition, or a cultural programme or a novel release. He would write
us speeches to participate in School Cultural Days, and help us with
essay writing competitions; some leading us to prizes in school as well
as in inter-school competitions.

He researched, selected our schools and completed the applica-
tions. He met our teachers on a regular basis and the teachers knew
him more than our Amma. As the plan was for us to eventually join
Appa in England, Pappa was very keen that we excelled in English
from a young age. He enrolled us at an International School for En-
glish and sent us for tuition after school. This provided us with the
confidence and foundation we needed to start school and life in En-
gland. He always pushed us to be the best we could be and for this,
we will forever be grateful to him.

Every Sunday Pappa used to buy the newspapers and we would
fight to read the Children’s section that comes with the paper. We will
spend the whole day rotating the Children’s section, sports section
and the other attachments to read. He used to do the crossword with
us, then send them off with one of our names so we could regularly
win the prize. He would also buy us the popular Children’s books,
Gokulam, Ambuli Mama, Balamithra and Rani Comics every month to
excite us to be keen readers.

Pappa also made recordings of his novels for Radio Ceylon, and we
would eagerly sit next to the radio and wait to listen to him on the day
of the broadcast. As children we were fascinated by the fact that we

could listen to him on the radio while he was sat next to us and asking
how it was possible.
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As well as a leading author, Pappa was an avid reader. He would
go to the Public Library in Elliot Place on a regular basis, even though
it was a few bus rides away from where we were living. We would
constantly fight with each other to be the chosen one to go with him
on this adventure. He would leave us in the children’s section and
come back to collect us when he had finished his reading. But more
than the books, the highlight of this outing was always the trip to
the ice cream parlour on the way home. He would only buy us soya
ice-cream as he used to say it’s healthier than the normal dairy ice-
cream, but still, it was delicious and still brings fond memories today.

Pappa was very conscious about health that I'm not surprised he
didn’t really need to take any medications throughout his life. He had
a limit with all types of food, be it idiyappam or thosai, and he would
rarely go over his limit, no matter how tasty the food was. He had
amazing self-control. And if any food was oily, he would always use a
paper or tissue to soak up all the oil before he ate it. He always tried
to find a healthy alternative where possible, and would advise us
about the health benefits of eating certain types of food, and avoid-
ing certain types of food, but never imposed anything on us. But one
thing he was very against was food wastage. He would remind us that
we should be grateful for the food we have as many would be strug-
gling for food. This is something that has stuck with us and even to
this day, we rarely waste food.

Even in his old age he still helped many people. He completed visa
applications to go abroad, wrote letters and translated documents for
anyone that asked for his help. Although this became a challenge for
him when most applications became digital and online, he didn’t shy
away from this. Knowing his challenges, we gifted him a laptop and
he taught himself the necessary digital skills to be able to continue to
help others.

Pappa was very disciplined. He had certain ways of doing things
and would rarely deviate from them. For instance, he would always
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wake early, and hardly ever allow himself a lie in. And he would only
wear white or cream shades of shirts. He wouldn’t wear any other
colours. He gave simplicity a whole different meaning. He wasn’t a big
fan of expensive things and was very content with even the simplest
things in life. And that is another valuable life teaching we learnt from
him.

His Vaalthumadal for Leka’s wedding will always be a special gift
and ensure there will always be a part of him in our lives. He was very
fond of children, and loved seeing their pictures, videos and even
printed their pictures out and framed them to be kept in the house.
It makes us sad knowing that our next generation will not have the
chance to get to know him personally, but Pappa’s values and simple
approaches to life are something we promise to carry forward to our
children.

Pappa was an active, hardworking, health conscious, knowledge-
able, disciplined and well-respected man and we are so fortunate to
have had his guidance and support in shaping us into the people we
are today. We will continue to cherish our memories with Pappa and
feel grateful for everything he has given and taught us through our
lives.

Kohilan, Leka,
and Thanesh
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Mani

When | heard that Mani and his wife had returned home from
hospital after surviving Covid-19, | was relieved and spoke to
him on the telephone. He was cheerful although he had not fully
recovered from the effects of the virus. | rang his telephone a
few weeks later to find out how they were getting on, | learnt
that he was in hospital with problems unrelated to Covid-19
and | was told that the tests had not indicated any other major
problem. | was in frequent phone contact with the family as he
was not able to speak on the telephone and | was hoping that
he would slowly recover. Then on the 15" of December | was
very sad to hear that he had passed away and | cannot believe
that | would no longer see him on my visits to Jaffna nor have
telephone chats or e-mail exchanges with him.

As Mani was just 2 years younger than me, the closeness In
age and the fact that there was a common fence between his
family’s house and my grandparents’ house made us childhood
playmates. Although his name was Shanmuganathan everybody
in his and my extended family called him Mani. The family
relationship between Mani and me is shown by the following
part of our family tree from our common great grandparents
down to us.

Kathukamar T Peththamma
G I ve {Aachchi) 2 . {Appu) (Sinnamman) (Arivari Mami)
Sivasankaran [Aachchi] \-.ulhnlmmar — Karthigesn {Appu] (Alyya] Shanmugam — Hayapillai [Ammamma)]
s (Amma) s (Mami)
Bhavam [Aththaachch] Sivakolunthu (Ammal

|
i 1 Ty | |

Maheswari Easwaradasan Sridas  Soharan  Gownsivam Sriskanthan

Arunthalngam

Shanmuganathan — Vasanthaleelathevy NOTE
(How Mani called them)
[How we called them]
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Mani was quite an active child and when he was around
3 years old, before he started going to school, he must have
been quite a handful and his mother, Aththaachchi, occasionally
smacked him. | remember clearly that he would bawl at the
top of his voice, creep through the hole in the fence and come
running to our grandmother shouting ‘Mami, Mami’. She would
pacify him, giving him some sweets and sometimes told off
Aththaachi saying ‘why are you bothering the poor little boy’.
Ammamma always had a soft spot for Mani and this lasted for
the rest of her life. Our grandfather, Aiyya, was also fond of
Mani.

Even when he was around 6 or 7 he showed indications
of his fondness for words, wanting to express his ideas with
precise words. All the grandchildren of Aachchi called my
mother as well as my grandmother as ‘Mami’. This ambiguity
bothered the 7-year old Mani and he solved the problem by
calling my grandmother as ‘Arivari Mami’. All the children in
our neighbourhood went to the elementary Tamil School in
Sanguveli. There the Kindergarten (Arivari) was in a separate
building with a thatched roof. As my grandparents’ house also
had a thatched roof, Mani at that young age, made the connection
and called my grandmother as ‘Arivari Mami’. That was an early
indication that Mani was going to become a journalist and writer.

When Mani was around 8, he and | started playing together
after school. Our interest was mainly in making things and
understanding how they worked. We spent hours at the house
of a neighbour who had lot of old clocks, electric motors,
dynamos and other things. We were fascinated by the man
who came to the village occasionally to repair the holes in
brass pots and pans and to galvanise the inside surface. He
would set up a small furnace in a hole in the ground to melt
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metal to do the work. Both of us avidly observed all this and
over the subsequent weeks improvised a furnace by making a
bellows with old cement bags made of strong thick paper. We

succeeded in melting lead and heating metallic objects till they
became red-hot.

Then at the age of 15 | went to Colombo for my education
and met Mani only when | visited Jaffna. But Mani was always
a special person for all of us in our family. In the 1961 | came
to England and | was very pleased that Mani had started writing
books and writing for newspapers. As our grandparents grew
older Mani helped them with chores such as winding Aiyya’s
wall clock weekly. He was a constant visitor to my parents’
home when they settled in Sanguvely after retirement.

In recent years, with the advent of the Internet and e-mail
and easier telephone communication, | was in frequent contact
with Mani and always met him on my many visits to Colombo
and Jaffna. | translated a few of his light-hearted published
essays into English and he published the English version as
well. During this period | realised, even more, how observant
he was and how cleverly he incorporated his observations in
his writings. His social skills were excellent and he helped his
friends and relations with preparing official documents, filling,
editing and translating. Mani was a very thoughtful and gentle
person. We all mourn his departure, we convey our condolences
to his wife and siblings and pray for his soul.

Dr S Sriharan
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“As 1 like It” by K. S.Sivakumaran

HUMOUR IN LANKAN THAMIL _-Island May 28, 2008.

In this phase of our lives of despair and hopelessness, and laughter seem to
be the best medicine for our melancholy. Hopelessness is on account of the never-
ending war situation and related consequences.

As far as the Thamil speaking people (Thamilians, Islamites, both Moors and
some section of the Malays)are considered, there are a few books in Thamil for
lighter reading with a particular brand of humour. One such humorous writer in this
country is Po.Shanmuganathan of Kantharodai in the North. He is a writer of some
standing but not so far noticed by the academic critics. So far he has brought out two
books of Humorous columns published by Manimekalai Preasuram in Chennai. A
third book by him is soon to be launched. The first was launched three years ago
called “Sirikka, Chinthika” (For Laughing and Thinking) and the second was
published the following year.lt was called “Siripoam, Chinthipoam (Let’s Laugh,
Think)

The pieces included in his first two books were originally published in the
humour columns of the provincial news paper “Uthayan’under the pen name
“Uncle”. It would be recalled that in 2004 he was awarded the Best Columnist in
Thamil prize. We learned that his columns were republished by the London- based
Journalist K.Rajagopal in his paper “Puthinam”. Some of his pieces in Thamil have
been translated into English by Dr.S. Sriharan in London.

When | read Shanmuganathan’s humorous articles, | could’t resist
remembering the legendary humourist, Amita abeysekera who wrote a daily funny
column “In My Island” in the daily and ‘Sunday Island’.

In Yaalpaanam a fine Literary Thamil magazine called “Kalaichelvi” was
edited and published by senior writer and crific “Sitpi” (S.Sivasaravanabhavan)
during 1956-1966, Po was one of the finds’ of the journal. The former has written a
foreword to the latter's second book; and so has M.V.Kanamyinathan, the chief
Editor of “Uthayan” and “sanjeevi”. He justifiably applauds the columnist’s versatility
in not only providing humour but also snippets on many aspects of live, places,
events and people of the recent past, which entertained the readers of his papers.

Brevity, clarity, sarcasm, information, description, narration, all combined in
his style and method of presentation. This is one reason | like his humour columns.

The book runs into 214 pages and has 40 pieces on a variety of subjects. One
of his articles is titled, “In Yaalpaanam too a Panchikawatta”,

As we all know, not everyone can write in simple language and be brief at the
same time while spicing with clean humour and thus indirectly stimulating readers
into thinking. This the writer incorporates successfully into his columns. He is not
boring at all and is conversational-one of the hallmarks of a popuiar column. Readers
could gather gleanings of the Lankan Thamil literary scene and most importantly his
own experiences which are interesting in their own right.

| enjoyed reading his books and found them informative and amusing. Since -
humour writers in Thamil in Lanka are not in great number, Po stands out at present.
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