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215,000 immigrants to become permanent residents

of Canada next year
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identical stories with only the name changed; a clear winner’
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The tradition of tax-free, employed paid
dental plan premiums has coniributed to
Canadian having one of the world’s high-
est levels of oral health.

In consultiation prior to the February
1994 federal budget, the government
revealed its intention to abandon this tra-
dition. Premiums were to be treated as
taxable benefiis to enrich the tax taken
from average employed Canadians. As
such, premium paid by employers would
be included in an employee’s earnings
and taxed.

After a protest campaign mounted by
Canadian Dental Association and others
the government temporerily backed
down. But it has not stopped considera-
tion if this new tax initiative.

The federal government is once again
gearing upto tax employer-paid dental
plan premium. This unnecessary tax will
have a negative impact on thousands of
people and their standard of their oral
health.
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Accepted on Compassionate Grounds:
An Admission Profile of Tamil Immigrants in Canada

ince its founding as colony, QCanada has

trad:tionally been a haven for immigrants
and refugees. Successive waves if immi-
granis have been of different national persua-
tions, notably French, British, Irish, Chinese,
Germans, Ukrainians, Italians and
Hungarians refugees from the 1956 revolu-
tion.

Most migrants to Canada, except for the
stringently contsolled chinese labour admis-
sions, were coming from Europe until the
implementation of a nonracial immigration
policy by the Pearson government in 1967.
This policy, coupled with the introduction of
bilingual and multicultural policies of the
early 1970s, paved the wave for significant
migration from non-traditional source coun-
ries. Concurrent with these policies has been
the opening of Canada’s door for refugees
from non-Europeon sources, beginning with
the admission of Ugandan Asian in refugees
in 1973, followed by a trickling of Latin
American refugees that began with Chilean
refugees, and the acceptance of Vietnamese
“boat people” in the late 1970s.

Most were admitted inio the country under
ongoing and or special administrative proce-
dures. But a new phenomenon emerged since
the early 1980s, whereby refugees from
tyrannical regimes and ethnic conflicts would
turn up at a Canadian port of entry and ask
for asylum. As a result of these admissions
on compassionate grounds, there emerged in
the last decade a few sizable new communi-
ties in Canada, such as that of the Tamils of
Sril.anka, Iranians, Afghans, Ethopians,
Somalis and Salvadoreans.

A significant feature of these communities is
that their admissions were fuelled by inland
landings, and have been almost entirely
based on some form of compassicnate
grounds, such as convention refugees, back-
log clearance designated class members,
their families or assisted relatives, or even
independent immigrants that emerged during
the administrative review of the refugee
claimants backlog (ADR) in 1986-87.

The following is a quantitative analytical
profile of the Canadian Tamil community -
the largest group in this category - that has
grown to 73,000 in 1994 from a meagre pop-
ulation of about 400 families merely a
decade ago. The analysis is based on the
landing period of migrants from Sril.anka.

Early migration from SriLanka:
SriL.ankan migration to Canada began in the

early 1960s with the admission, principally,
of Eurasian (inized race) popultion known as
burgers, who conformed to the Canadian
immigrat selection criteria at that time. The
English-educaied population began their
move from Srilanka (or Ceylon as it was
known before 1972) to the U.K., Australia,
and Canada following the introduction of
Sinhala as the only official langage in 1956.
Some 500 Ceylonese had been admitted by
the time Canada moved to nonracial selec-
tion of immigrants in 1967. Thereafter, the
sinhalese, Tamil and other communities
began to immigrate to Canada; they were
mostly professionals arrived via England
after completing their studies in that couniry.
By 1973, there were a total of 1,747 land-
ings. When the major communal upheavel
broke out in Sril.anka in July 1983, a total of
4,373 Srilankans - of which an estimated 30
percent were Tamils - had been admitied to
Canada.

Arul S. Aruliah

Managing Editor, ‘Refuge’

Admission to Canada from 1983
Admissions of Sril.ankan citizens to Canada
between 1964-93 are shown on a logarithmic
scale in Figure 1 (This appeared in the
November 1994 issue of the Tamnils’
Information). Of the total population of
51,631 persons admiited by 1993, about 95
percent of the landings tookplace in the last
ten years in four identifiable stages, which
correspond to the introduction of the special
program for Sril.anka in 1983, the ADR pro-
gram in 1986, the refugee backlog clearance
designated class program in 1988, and the
determination of convention refugee status
under Bill C-55 by the newly instituted
Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB), from
1989.

Introduction of the special program for
SriLanka:

Following the communal riots that began in
Colombo in July 1983, Immigration Minister
John Roberts, on the recommendation of his
senior advisors, introduced special relief

measures for the affected people of SriLanka.

The progran came in response to the repre-
sentations made by an active and closely knit
group of the Toronio SrilLankan Tamil
Community, with the assistance of church
groups in Toronto, and organised by the
Tamil Eelam Society of Canada.

This program introduced in September 1983,
allowed the Srilankan refugee claimants,
students, and visitors, who were in Canada at
that time, to apply for landing from inside
Canada; imposed a moratorium on removals
to Srilanka;allowed eligible residents to
sponsor affected relatives under relaxed
selection criteria; and authorised the issue of
Minister’s permits for those persons whose
lives were deemed to be in danger.The pro-
gram became the most effective source of
protection for the affected population.
Concurrently, however, the Government
imposed visa requirements on Sril.ankan
nationals.

The refugee claimants who arrived after the
program date were assessed according to the
normal determination method by the Refugee
Status Advisory Commiitee(RSAC).
However, the Singh decision by the Supreme
Court, on April 4, 1985, contributed signifi-
cantly to the refugee backlog. Community
activists, supported by church and academic
leaders, lobbied for the inclusion of
Sril.ankan in the B1 list of countries, which
would enable immigration officers to issue a
minister’s permit, instead of routing the
claimants through the RSAC paper review
process. The so-called B1 list consisted of
couniries of the former Soviet Bloc, and
some Latin American, and South east Asian
countries. At a meeting held in Toronto in
April 1986 with the Minister of State
(Immigration) Walter McLean, community
activisis expressed the view that Tamil
claimants were being “miscategorized”.
Commenting on the effect of reasoned lob-
bying, Professor Howard Adelman notes that
“the incentive to fulfill these moral obliga-
tions {of not returning claimants to country
of alleged persecution) is helped by the fact
that... the Tamil community... provide(s) a
small but forceful lobby on (their) behalf.. *
(Ademan et al,1994). In May, 1986 the
Minister announced an administrative pro-
gram for refugee claims clearance pursnant
to the Supreme Court ruling and, ai the same
time, the B1 countries list was updated to
include SriLanka.

Landings under the ADR program: The
second wave landings took place under this
program in 1986-87. This program effective-
Iy sidestepped the refugee claims, and
assessed the applicants of economics adapt-
ability. Except for a very few cases-in which
claimants were dependent on social assis-
tance, about 4,500 applicants - almost ail the
(contd Page: 23)
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. Quahty . Warranty Reasonable pnce $1599_c° $999.

» Easy payment facilities AN /

We aléd sell High-Tech protec’gion
( alarm system ) for personal, Home and Auto

For all your Computer needs
(* Computers « Printers * Tamil Fonts etc. )

2390 Eglinton Ave. E., Suite 203
Scarborough, ON. Canada M1K 2P5

o
Tel: (416) 285-0775 Fax: (416) 285-0597

Serenauilgd QesflprGssfiod semeleond
Grgsd Q@uzl SLeTBeEnSE Gy
e emeus S AdFemsulesd Siemmend GQubhn
2_mimeiT BHbNSemss@ifiu

G BIDLI LIV 6 G ISy

Gasueumil, eSwmpet, Oeustiefl, a6, @mipmsipamipaeish
2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit: 7, Scarborough, Ont. M1K 5J8
Opposite Kennedy Subway ( Rainbow Village &i_11_&56b )

(416) 266-5161

giiseh, Lze dipmnaeis
Main Square Dental Centre 2575 Danforth Avenue, Toronto, Ontario. MAC 115

(416) 690-0176
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DeiE 5HAGBDMD

Gamur Qi $399 00,

5817 Bpdssamgug

BT 912 $5000

Rooms

Carpet
Installed
with
underpad

PARA
Paints

MATTRESS, DRAF " mEs
VERTICAL BLINDS (S
AN i

B0

GONBEE |

BTN ( BLamawD
4 agleompuin § 19900

S umneng| -

i sz $ 9900

zggwbm'

‘Resist stains

from most common
Food and Beverages

CARPET

 two colorsonly

B.C.F. Nylon
Saxon
CARP T E

twc aoiors only

4990

~Stain Master

SAXONY

two colors only

2_Aevwwneni: FOLIFEOT SMTMBICSS;

- Emeror T Tel: (416) 605 1990

7/21A Progress Ave. Scarborough
2 mgei 6o £inss Camnaeéeh LgIiasED GamaserbED e BT BRIE6T
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1241 Ellesmere Road, Scofborough, Ontario M1P 2X8
Computer classes

SN LF euglyset 0 =]l
* Introduction * Basis Programming ' :
* Key Boarding * d-Base IV ' Special Classes = - »
* Lotus 1-2-3 * MS-Windows For Kids and Beginners J|
* Word Perfect 5-1 * DOS [

For Registration and More Information
Please Call Ellesmere

(416) 750-1983 [

Midlang
Brimly

COLOUR / BLACK & WHITE

D, ANNA DIYAN

Qualified Photographer from
Ryerson Polytechnic University , Toronto.

Weddings . Birthdays, Any special functions
Family Dortraits, Copy Works, Commercial Products ctc.

Call for your needs and advice
(416) 92 1.-9743

X3 - s - 22 .
Quality & Service is our Pleasure -
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Tamil Immigrants in Canada

( from page 13)
SriLankan claimants in the program -
were landed and their families began to
be reunited in the following years.

Although thousands of Tamil refugees
has sought asylum in preceding years, the
arrival of 155 Tamil men, women, and
children off the coast of Newfoundland in
August 1986 captured the imagination
both the Canadian and international
media. The new Minister of State
(Immigration) Gerry Weiner and his
Senior Minister Benoit Bouchard has
assumed their portfolios only a few weeks
earlier. Apparently overwhelmed by the
initial euphoria, the Minister announced
that these asylum-seekers would be
accepted, even though he was simply
implementing the procedure that had been
in place since May 1986. By then, of
course, the merits of maintaining the B1
list of countries were misundersiood by
the public. Given the policy of the gov-

ernment to assist refugees in distress, this
process was probably the most effective
and least expensive adminisirative tool
for recognizing discontinous displace-
ment in a given country.

The B1 list, and the policy of non-
removal to these countries. was discon-
tinued in February 1987, and the refugee
claims reverted to the virtually non-func-
tioning RSAC process. An estimated
2,500 permits were issued for SriLankan
claimants while that country was on the
B1 list and, along with this group, the
Newfoundland arrivals also became part
of the ADR backlog. In the intervening
period, the new refugee determination
legislation, Bill C-55, was being formu-
lated in Parliament, and was enacted on
January 1,1989. The refugee claimants
who were in the system until this date
became members of the new Refugee
Backlog Clearance Designated Class.
(contd....next igsue)
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