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Delft, ohl. It was a place for
 punishment to our Government
: Departments ; inconvenient island to
* work for ‘self — convenice seeking’;
7 idle place fo-‘actives’; poor island for
| ‘fortunate’s’. But to Navaratnasing -
T ham, popularly known as ‘Navam’, it
Y/ wasa place to work, it was an island
}/ o serve, it was a piece of land to
develop and it was a place to teach
i/ for eighteen long years,

He came to our island in 1946.
A Since then, he was no more an
7 outside. He was a friend of every
‘/ home ; a teacher of every youth; a
(::, pioneer of every development; an
1\ architect of every one. To any
4 outsider who thought of visiting
Deflt, there was also one Navaratna
- singham to receive him and to look
after his interest ; to any local man
there was the-‘influential master’ to
-\ help him. To all his pupils he was
s\ the proverbial friends. To his teacher
;7 his teachers he was father like in h/s
., advices and friendlike in his
2\ movements. If it was a function in
one of his associate’s home, oh! He
was the hero of the day,

Q He was the embodiment of
}

-7 various lessons to his pupils and
7 staff. With his simple half — sleeve

: shm and verty, he taught simplicity
= Joc b= P et e o P e e

A Person who served us most W

to the true sense of the word. The
appearance of the Head Master of the
old Junior school housed in
temporary ‘cad jan Koddil’ and the
principal of the new Mahavid - ﬂ
yalayam housed in a spacious and
beautiful buildings was the same. 2;(
Changes occurred in every aspect but Q
not in his phllosophy of life in the %

n’

43

=1

school. He respected ‘man’ but not
the ‘rank’

ol

Sense of duty is yet another v
lesson he taught by way of his living. 2\
Many a time he missed the once-a
day service launch and crossed the
sea of Delftin “Katamarams’ to keep
in touch with the Department of J:
Education. It was well known at least
to the Examination Department how
he crossed the rough sea when a /
storm was expected and was about
to risk his own life, in a simple
fishing boat to be punctual at an
examination centre. When there were
Govermment servants seekining aero :
plane service to discharge their H
duties, there was a school master in
an isolated island, in the name of
Katamarams and fishing boats to
discharge his dutues.

His life is Gandhian in character
with Garibaldian boldness. He did A
every thing in the name of God. He /i

ek

-\ifﬂ”ﬂ}‘ﬁiﬂ’@
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A into any action. Such actions will
-\ always be successful.

Some get pleasure in ‘drinks’;
| some get pleasure in ‘smoke’; yet
J:\ some others get pleasures in cinema
[ etc. But these pleasures did not
1 attract Navam. The money which
others smoked and drank was spent
on educating several intelligent
: youths, When he started educating
{ them, the only relationship he had
with the youth was their intelligence.
I1 His keen observations on every pupil
made many mischievous truants
{ Government servant. Had he limited
E his relationship with his pupils within
© the four walls of the schools, the
i\ mischievous truant might have been
.7 turned out to be law- breakers rather
i/ than Government servants. Their
:\ intelligence would have been more
5 concentrated on law breaking than on
i/ studies. He presumed himself a s a
[\ missionary in the god’s mission of
3 teaching and hence he was true to his

I}@mm@uwa Upnirg glafaCetr.

1 owrn@rrddamsen’l sahsafiar fleerey CueminL .y auen )
a Qlicueng 26| Lonamairsh sLeir erer Goplandrair eram o gunfdaene.
5 BUOEME BT LS LLISHEDLUNT,

Lty LT (BLD 260

noolaham.org |

thought twice before he plunged

job. As such him name wouldt:

certainly go ameng the names of the /:\
galaxy of great school masters. )

When we the people of Delft, %?
look back our development and £
advancements we come of ag
conclusion that the Mahavidyalayam V¢/
has played a great role in them. So
who was responsible for it? Was it
not the head of the school who{y
steered it towards this direction? /2\
Indeed he was the silverliving in the
cloaded atmosphere of Delit in latter \f
forties and early fifties. Hence dusing /7|
that period of 18 years, he was the /2\
hera of our literature, the leader pf g
our literature, the leader of our®
movements, the beacon of our 5
English education and his name will 7
certainly go down into our history Y}
and his services will be ever green in H
the memory of the faithful people of ;
Delft,

R.Sinnathamby B.A., Dip.inEd

Principal-Delft Mahavidyalayam
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OUR SITHTHAPPAH

I first saw my Siththappah in 1963,when I returned home from v
Boarding school.

i Tt was in the evening, he was very smart,dressed in pure white shirt & (2
\‘:-? black pair of trousers.

A He always had pure crisp white shirt & white handkerchief, _
: He was tall with sharp features & curly hair,he was quiet & soft {3
spoken & gentle with us.

H

He reveived us with a calm, beautiful smile,we were excited to see /2
our new Siththappah.

T’ A lot of time was spent on questions about our school work!
gk Siththappah was always there for us,he had a lot of time for us.
i We spent several days with them during our school holidays.

We were invited for lunch in Siththy’s & Siththappah’s house.It was :
always exciting for us,

We walked to their house in the morning ,there was a lot of cocking
& playing.

Lwill always remember the fresh Chicken ,prepared in the back garden ¥
& vegetables.

Siththy made sure she had a lot of lime juice for us to drink & we '
were encouraged to eat well.

Lunch was always served in a lovely China plate & dishes with pink
roses ,which I loved!

Siththappah gave us a good account of his university life in Madras
Christian College,he showed us pictures of him
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At times my father would be there to take us home & we reluctantly f_x
2 left & walked home in the evenings. >
Siththappah was always interested in our well being,especially our Z,i

Ay

education. T

Heinvested his expertise ,knowledge & teaching skills in the family |
members, as we were all growing up . 2

e
1]

i
He wanted to know where we were in the education system. Y_Z

Siththappah,inherited a beautiful ,loving family with inlaws ,nephews !T

& nieces.
- A line of distinguished ,educated members of our family took him
. under their wings. ;

He shared our losses & gains with great respsct & courage over the

He was a great man, gentle,loving, sensitive,highly educated’,very
articulate,well respected,held a variety of leading positions in the society,

& always willing to help us &,the community,where we belong.

These are the gifts he left us with & all the sweet & fond memories /3
that we have & will always treasure, ' ¥

: T am so glad , we saw our Siththappah recently & spent 2 days with [
you & Siththy,in your home we all loved.

We will miss you Siththappah

Komales Puvanarajah
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