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FOREWORD

We. in the developing world, are compelled to pursue a course
of economic development that will raise the living standards of
our people and ensure that all segments of the population have
access to their basic needs. In doing so, we inevitably use natural
resources and produce waste. This would be acceptable so long
as the use of natural resources is kept within sustainable levels
and the waste products do not cause excessive damage to the
environment. This could be achieved if all of us, in whatever
sphere of activity we are involved, ensure that we exercise good
environmental management and environmental care.

In the past. although environmental policy concerns have been
taken into account in several development programmes,
incorporation of environmental safeguards into development
activities still fell far short of what is required, signaling the need
for declaring a National Environmental Policy .

The National Environmental Policy, set out here, makes it
incumbent on all organizations and individuals who use
environmental resources or whose activities have an impact on
the environment to exercise environmental care and sound
environmental management.

This document also sets out the outcomes that we should
eventually aim to achieve in relation to the environmental
resources through the effective application of the policy.
Implementation of environmental policy places a responsibility
on all sectors of development to incorporate environmental
strategies into their development programmes. Accordingly,
environmental strategies relevant to the different sectors have been
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included. Likewise, the strategic approach for ensuring sound
management of the natural resources has been presented. Finally,
the role of civil society in maintaining the integrity of the
environment has been emphasized.

In drafting the National Environmental Policy and other related
sections, maximum stakeholder participation was ensured.

Thosapala Hewage
Secretary
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources

18™ August 2003
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1. The Need for a National Policy on the Environment

Sri Lanka’s landscape, vegetation and climate, and its people,
had once blended to form an island of incredible beauty and
serenity, and the country was called Serendip. Much of this has
changed over the past few centuries, particularly in the past few
decades. It is the people that have brought about these changes.
Sri Lanka’s population, now reaching 19 million, places the
island among the most densely populated countries in the world,
and a good proportion of the population live in poverty. These
are the most potent underlying factors that have brought about
the changes in Sri Lanka’s environment, threatening to undermine
the nation’s natural resource base. The nation’s effort to advance
its pace of development, while maintaining the essential freedom
of the people to make choices, has had adverse impacts on the
four primary natural resources, the land, water, atmosphere and
living resources, and on the living environment.

While recognizing the imperative of socio-economic
development in addressing the underlying causes of
environmental degradation, there has been, in recent years, a
growing realization that uninhibited development, while it may
yield immediate benefits, will undermine the development
process by causing irreparable damage to the natural resources
that support development. Optimizing development, and
therefore maintaining its sustainability, will only be possible
by safeguarding the environment through protecting nature
and its life support systems.

Legal, policy, and institutional interventions aimed at
addressing environmental issues have been made since the
1980s. National Environmental Action Plans have been in
place since 1992, and various measures aimed at controlling
environmental degradation have been adopted in the different
sectors. These actions, however, fell far short of what is
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required for ensuring that the development process remains
sustainable and that environmental integrity is maintained.

This underscored the need for a national policy on the environment;
a policy that will bind all organisations and individuals who use
environmental resources or otherwise have an impact on the
resources to exercise due care to avoid environmental degradation.
Such a policy, in its implementation, will pave the way for
sustainable development. This is the basis on which the National
Environmental Policy has been formulated.

2. The National Environmental Policy

The Constitution of Sri Lanka makes it “The duty of every
person in Sri Lanka to protect nature and conserve its riches”.
The National Environmental Policy acknowledges this duty and
seeks to provide the direction according to which steps will be
taken to conserve and manage Sri Lanka's environment in all
its aspects.

The National Environmental Policy renews the commitment of
government, in partnership with the people, effectively to manage
the environment for the benefit of present and future generations.
The aim of this policy is to ensure sound environmental
management within a framework of sustainable development in
Sri Lanka. This Policy is supported by many other policies and
strategies developed for other sectors.

The National Environmental Policy emphasizes that caring for
the environment is the bounden duty of any institution,
government or non-government, and of any individual that uses,
or otherwise carries out an activity that has an impact on, the
resources of the environment.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Technical terms used in the text are explained in the Annex.

Objectives

1.

To promote the sound management of Sri Lanka’s
environment in its entirety without compromise, balancing
the needs for social and economic development and

- environmental integrity, to the maximum extent possible

while restricting inimical activities,

To manage the environment by linking together the
activities, interests and perspectives of all groups, including
the people, non-government organizations and government
at both the central and the local levels.

To assure environmental accountability,

Principles

1.

The guiding principles of environmental management will
be “the polluter pays™ and the need to reduce consumption,
and recycle and reuse materials to the maximum extent
possible.

When living natural resources are used, it will be ensured
that such use is wise, sustainable, and consistent with
the integrity of ecosystems and evolutionary processes.

When non-living resources are used, it will be ensured
that such use is consistent with environmental best-practice,
bearing in mind the need to provide also for future
generations.

. Traditional knowledge and practices will be respected in

the development of environmental management systems.
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5.

Effective governance will be ensured through the
decentralization of environmental management services
to the maximum possible extent.

Statements

Resources such as land, water, air, minerals and biodiversity
will be managed in a manner consistent with the viability
of ecological processes.

Environmental management will be through participatory,
transparent, predictable and accountable decision-making
processes at all levels.

In addition to protecting the environment from abuse,
management systems will take into account the need to
restore environments damaged in the past.

Environmental management systems will be encouraged
to be flexible so as to adapt to changing situations (e.g.
climate change, invasive species and living genetically-
modified organisms) and adopt the Precautionary Principle.

The economic value of environmental services will be
recognized so as to assure the sustainability of such services
for the benefit of the people.

The state of the environment will continuously be assessed
and reported on through an appropriate institutionalized
monitoring framework based on a comprehensive set of
indicators.

The institutional framework for sound environmental
management will be strengthened through capacity-
building, legislative instruments and improved inter-
institutional coordination and linkages.
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10.

11

12.

“Life cycle" and 'cleaner production’ principles will be
applied to improve the efficiency of natural resource use
and to improve environmental quality.

Responsible public-private and community partnerships
and linkages will be promoted at all levels of environmental
management and conservation.

Education at all levels, together with research, will be
promoted in a manner designed to increase the level of
awareness of all aspects of the environment and its care
and management among all stakeholders.

Socially responsible behaviours will be encouraged and
further developed through an effective framework of
awareness building, incentives and enforcement.

International commitments will be honoured as part of
our responsibility to the national ard global communities.

Annex : Explanation of Key Concepfs

Biodiversity The total variety and variability of

all living things, including their
genetic constituents, inter-
relationships and habitats; and the
ecosystems and landscapes of
which they are part.

Cleaner production The continuous application of an

integrated preventive strategy to
processes, products and services so
as to increase efficiency and reduce
risks to people and the environment.
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Climate change

Conservation

Ecological process

Ecosystem

Environment

The human-induced changes taking
place in the world's climate,
especially the trend towards global
warming, which will deeply impact
on ecosystents. The UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change and
its Kyoto Protocol seek to reduce
the rate of change by curbing
practices that are thought to
accelerate climate change.

The wise use and management of
nature and natural resources for their
inherent value and for the benefit
of society, bearing in mind that
future generations have as much
right to these resources as our own
[see also Protection].

A process involving the relationship
between an organism and (both the
living and non-living elements of)
its environment. Wise conservation
practice should not be restricted to
organisms by themselves but be
extended also to the ecological
processes of which they are part.

A complex of living communities
of organisms and their non-living
environment interacting as an entity
of its own.

The ecosystem of which we are part.
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Environmental indicators

Environmental integrity

Environmental-
accountability

Evolutionary processes

Direct or indirect signs that inform
us about the health or sickness of
the environment. Examples include
lichens, which die in the presence
of pollutant gases; and the presence
of the bacterium E. coli in water,
which suggests the presence of faecal
matter.

The wholeness of our environment,
without any aspect of it being
damaged.

The principle that we are each
accountable for any actions on our
part that affect the environment,
and acknowledges our
accountability to society.

The complex processes giving rise
to the evolution of organisms, usually
involving observable changes only
after thousands or millions of years.
Biodiversity conservation is about the
conservation of evolutionary
processes: i.e. we seek to conserve
not just species and their ecosystems,
but their freedom to continue the
process of evolution in perpetuity. In
view of the pressures on ecosystems
resulting from human-induced
disturbances such as pollution, habitat
degradation and invasive species,
evolutionary processes are threatened
in the truly long term.
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Invasive species

Life Cycle Principle

Living genetically-
modified organisms

Polluter Pays Principle

Species not indigenous to a given
ecosystem. but which invade it,
usually as a result of introduction
from abroad (e.g. the widespread
tilapia fish, which was introduced
from Africa in the 1950s).
Indigenous species too, can invade
ecosystems that are damaged or
under stress.

Designing, producing and using goods
and services so as to minimize negative
impacts on people and ecosystems,
whether in the short- or long-term.

Organisms, usually crop plants,
whose genetic components have’
been altered through biotechnology
so as to enhance their agricultural
value. Despite extensive testing,
many people entertain fears that
these could be harmful to health or
damage the environment in as yet
unknown ways, or prove to be
fnvasive,

The principle that each of us is
responsible to pay for cleaning up
the mess we make. This includes
paying more for cleaner fuel, for the
responsible disposal of garbage, and
for <cleaner industries and
mechanisms to  clean the
environment, such as afforestation,
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Precautionary Principle

Protection

Sustainable development

Caring for the
Environment

The principle that when an activity
carries a potentially high
environmental risk that cannot be
fully assessed (e.g. for lack of time,
money or information), action
should be taken to prohibit or restrict
the activity before the uncertainty
is resolved.

(As opposed to conservation) the
prevention of harm, usually by
passive means, without inter-
vention and active management.

National development that meets the
needs and aspirations of the present
generation without compromising
the ability to meet those of future
generations, which have as much
right to nature and natural resources
as we do.

Taking active measures to ensure
environmental integrity.

3. Outcomes to be achieved

The National Environmental Policy provides the direction and
framework for managing and caring for the environment. The

implementation of the policy has to recognize the impact of
human activity on the natural resources individually and on the
environment as a whole in Sri Lanka at the present time, In

9
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relation to the four basic nalural resources of land, water,
atmosphere and biological diversity, the application of the
National Environmental Policy should focus on achieving the
outcomes set out below.

Land

L. Good land management and sound agricultural practices
adopted in all cultivated land in the island, particularly
at low-. mid- and high-elevations in the wet and
intermediate zones where the problem of land degradation
has reached acute dimensions.

T

State land allocated for its appropriate function: productive,
protective, or development.

'l

Land put to its appropriate use and developed to its full
capacity — land use to conform to land form and land
capability.

4. Special protection provided for highly erodible areas, inland
and coastal, and areas prone to landslides.

5. Land tenurial arrangements adopted, in agricultural land
and settlement areas, which promote good land
management.

6.  Sound production systems adopted for the productive use
of the large extent of sparsely used and fallow land, found
mainly in the dry zone.

7. Catchments of important river systems and other water
bodies given adequate protection through maintaining
existing natural vegetation and adopting other conservation
measures as appropriate.

10
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11.

12.

14.

15.

Interventions provided, where appropriate, to increase
agricultural productivity.

The use of sound agricultural practices, promoted.

Wetlands that are of importance for their ecological
functions are protected.

All non-agricultural activities that use land or land-based
resources are carried out with due regard to avoiding
environmental damage.

The use of mineral deposits is systematic and planned so
as to bring long term, optimum benefits to the people.

Sri Lanka’s attractive landscapes — rural and urban, coastal
and inland — as well as sites of archaeological, cultural
and religious interest are protected.

Environmental changes affecting land resources are
monitored and the real costs of environmental damage
from misuse of land continually assessed, on the basis
of recognized priorities.

A clean and healthy living environment maintained.

Water

1.

An uninterrupted and adequate supply of water of the
required quality maintained, in order to meet national needs.

The catchment areas of rivers that are important sources
of water are properly managed so as to ensure good
infiltration and sediment-free runotf.
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10.

[2.

Adequate protection given to streams. irrigation and drainage
canals, reservoirs, tanks and other water bodies.

Irrigation water managed so as to eliminate wastage and
ensure optimum use, while ensuring that water bodies
used by the public and ecologically sensitive areas are
not adversely affected by the run-off.

Productivity of water use optimized by the selection of
appropriate agricultural crops under irrigation, while giving
due consideration to the need for maintaining food security.

Varieties of agricultural crops that use water economically
are developed and their use promoted.

Ground water exploitation regulated so as to ensure
sustainability and good water quality.

Wastage of water from water supply schemes minimized.

Agricultural and aqua-cultural practices that minimize the
use of chemicals and other substances while maintaining
high productivity are promoted.

Industries practise wasle treatment and recycling of water
and avoid discharging harmful effluents to the environment.

Consideration given to drainage patterns, locations of water
bodies, etc. to ensure that the quality and quantity of existing
ground and surface water resources will not be adversely
affected when carrying out development activities.

Polluted water bodies restored to their original (clean)
condition and maintained accordingly.
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1%

Pollution of surface and ground water by human and
domestic wastes prevented through improved sanitation
and good waste disposal.

Atmosphere

1.

A healthy ambient atmospheric environment maintained.

The emission of gaseous and particulate matter that is
injurious to health, from industry and transport and
other anthropogenic sources, reduced to a minimum so
that their presence in the ambient air shall be within
the permissible levels specified for maintaining good
health.

The release of green-house gases and the phasing out of
ozone depleting substances are in conformity with what
is applicable to Sri Lanka under the respective international
conventions and their protocols.

Crop varieties that can harness effectively enhanced
atmospheric carbon dioxide are selected and their use
encouraged.

Noise caused by industry and by other activities (such
as from transport vehicles and equipment use) within, or
in the vicinity of, residential areas is kept within limits
specified for maintaining a healthful environment.

Emission of ionizing and microwave radiation from
human induced sources restricted to within safe levels.

g
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Biological Diversity

Degraded ecosystems restored, and further degradation of
the country’s biodiversity arrested.

Adequate areas of forest ecosystems representing the
diverse forest communities that are present in the island
and of those ecosystems that contain rare and threatened
species are protected for the conservation of biodiversity.

Key coastal and marine ecosystems rich in biodiversity
are declared as conservation areas and given adequate
protection.

Adequate protection provided, by in-situ conservation
measures, to all species of fauna and flora that are threatened,
including the wild relatives of cultivated species.

Captive breeding/propagation of species that are in demand
and that are rare and threatened in the wild are encouraged.

Collection of species from natural ecosystems is regulated
to within sustainable levels and benefit mainly the local
communities, while collection of threatened species is
restricted or prohibited.

The propagation and cultivation of local cultivars of food
species that represent a valuable and threatened agricultural
gene pool, encouraged.

The ex-situ conservation of genetic stocks of agricultural
species and their wild relatives is provided for.
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9.  Effective measures adopted to guard against the entry into
Sri Lanka of noxious, invasive species (of plants, animals
and micro-organisms) and environmentally harmful
genetically modified organisms.

10. Spread within the country of invasive and noxious species
of plants, animals and micro-organisms is controlled.

11. The value of biodiversity recognized in national
accounting.

12. Research and studies are carried out on aspects of
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

13. Sri Lanka's traditional knowledge on biodiversity is
protected, and access to indigenous biodiversity by foreign
organizations/persons prevented unless equitable benefits
to this country are assured.

4. Environmental Strategies for the key economic
sectors

The key economic sectors were studied in relation to their use
of environmental resources or their impact on the environment,
and based on this study, the sectors were clustered into six
groups and the environmental strategies they need to adopt
in each of these clusters were identified. The Committees on
Environmental Policy and Management (CEPOMs) that have
been set up for each of these sectoral groups have endorsed
the strategies.

The implementation of the strategies has to be accomplished
through an action programme that would include legal and
institutional areas as well as a wide range of activities focusing

15
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on environmental care and sound environmental management
within the sphere of the economic development programmes
pursued by the different sectors. Partners in implementation
will include government ministries, including those of the
provincial councils, government departments, the provincial
administration, statutory boards, non-governmental
organizations, the private sector, and the general public.

The environmental strategies of the six sectoral groups are given
below.

Forestry and Wildlife Conservation

1. Periodically (at ten-year intervals) carry out a forest resource
survey of the country and publish the results.

2. Reclassify the natural forests of the country on a national
system of classification based on the objectives of
management, which should take into account ecological
and social imperatives, and prepare and implement
management plans for the forests.

d

Ensure that the wide range of habitats of animal and plant
life present in the country is adequately represented in
the protected areas in the country (under the Department
of Wildlife Conservation - DWLC and the Forest
Department - FD), and that habitat bridges are established
where necessary.

4, Adopt the principle of conservation and sustainable use
in place of the former policy of “protection only”, as
appropriate, to the different categories of protected areas
(including Buffer Zones) under FD and DWLC, and prepare
and implement management plans accordingly.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



10.

I.

Adopt a participatory approach to the management of
forests and wildlife areas, recognizing the local people
as stakeholders and beneficiaries and involving them in
decision making.

Strengthen and maintain a capability within DWLC to
manage effectively the wildlife protected areas within the
department’s charge.

Demarcate the definitive boundaries of protected areas
(under the Forest Department and DWLC) and adopt strict
protective measures to stop any activity impacting
adversely on such areas (encroaching, illicit logging,
poaching, setting fire, etc.).

Strengthen the protection of all natural forests, seeking
the support of local communities, and taking legal action
when needed.

After careful study, promote nature-based tourism, within
sustainable limits, focusing on observing and appreciating
the natural forests and wildlife of the country.

Launch a programme to put the degraded and fallow land
in the dry zone (outside the protected areas) to productive
use, including by the raising of tree species.

Continually review the legal provisions for forest
conservation (Forest Ordinance) and wildlife conservation
(Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance) including matters
related to providing access to genetic resources and sharing
the benefits, and update the laws where necessary.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

Promote the production and use of timber from non-forest
sources (home gardens. rubber and coconut plantations).

Promote the propagation of useful non-timber species (e.g.
medicinal plants).

Promote agroforestry systems where (rees of suitable
species will be important components of mixed,
sustainable farming systems.

Regulate the import and export of genetic resources so
as to ensure that the principle of sustainable use and
equitable sharing of benefits is adhered to.

Promote research on aspects of conservation of biological
diversity and sustainable use of biological resources and

on valuation of the conservation benefits of forests.

Establish a culture for decision making in forestry and

wildlife conservation management to be based on

traditional knowledge, scientific information and research
findings.

Promote education, awareness and communication on the
subject of conservation of biological diversity and the
sustainable use of biological resources.

Involve the private sector in promoting forest development
activities and in the conservation of forests and wildlife.

Take necessary steps to conserve and protect traditional
knowledge on the conservation and use of biological
diversity.
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Agriculture, Plantations, Land development and Mining

1.

L

Activate the Soil Conservation Act as a matter of urgency,
making further amendments if necessary to facilitate its
implementation.

Develop a capability and an institutional arrangement
for promoting soil conservation measures and implement
the provisions of the law to promote soil conservation
and good land management in all parts of the country,
particularly in tea plantations (including small-scale
plantations) and agricultural land.

Initiate and pursue vigorously a programme for putting
into productive use the large area of fallow and
partially used land (mainly chena lands, which are
subject to continuing soil degradation) in the dry
zone and simultaneously carrying out research on
rainfed farming systems, drawing on modern science
and traditional knowledge to develop suitable
cropping systems with suitable combinations of
annual and perennial species and animal husbandry.

Review land tenure systems in relation to their impact
on land productivity, and, where necessary, replace
current tenurial systems with systems that would promote
good land management and improved productivity.

Take appropriate action (including revision of land
laws) regarding encroachments on environmentally
sensitive state land and prevent future encroachment
on such land.
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10.

20

Strengthen extension services (including training) to those
engaged in agriculture and the plantation industry on
the application of fertilizers and agrochemicals, and
promote the use of integrated pest management and of
bio-insecticides, insect repellents and organic manures.

Promote crop diversification where appropriate in
plantation lands and agricultural holdings.

Promote the adoption of conservation farming
techniques.

Provide incentives, particularly to small holders, to
improve productivity through good land management
and the use of improved seed stock.

Promote the conservation of traditional varieties of plant
and animal species used in agriculture and animal
husbandry and the conservation of wild stocks of related
species and varieties.

Introduce legal and administrative measures and the
necessary institutional mechanisms to monitor and assess
the possible impacts of the import of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) and to control their import so as to
ensure that harmful or potentially harmful GMOs are not
imported. )

Establish suitable institutional arrangements to ensure that
potentially invasive species are not imported to the country
and that the spread of such species already within the
country is effectively controlled.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



14.

15.

16,

17.

19.

Maintain selected areas of the catchments of river systems
under undisturbed natural forest and promote integrated
management of land, water and other natural resources
on the basis of river basins/watersheds/micro-catchments.

Promote irrigation and drainage practices that will reduce
soil erosion, conserve soil and moisture and prevent
environmental damage including water logging and salinity
build-up.

Promote structural and non-structural measures that would
minimize water quality deterioration.

Promote water resources development techniques with
reusable materials (e.g. use of rubble packing and gabions),
and water harvesting wherever feasible.

Mobilize farmer organizations and other stake-holders to
take an active part in conserving soil, water and other
natural resources and adopting ecologically and
environment-friendly agricultural practices.

Adopt regulatory measures to ensure that all mining
activities are covered by permits from the designated
authority, and that the terms and conditions of the permit
relating to environmental safeguards (e.g. as regards
minimizing atmospheric pollution, noise pollution,
disturbances to natural habitats, and contamination of
surface and ground water) are adhered to.

Ensure the physical and ecological restoration of gem
pits and other mining sites.

21
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20.

21

Restrict sand mining of river-beds and beaches to within
environmentally safe limits and identily and promote
the use of suitable alternative sites for the safe extraction
of sand.

Ensure that mineral resources are used with due regard
to equity as regards benefits to present and future
generations and with value addition within the country,
as far as possible, in respect of exports.

Fisheries, and Coastal and Marine Area Management

S

22

Restrict, regulate and. where considered necessary, prohibit
activities in the coastal zone so as to minimize or eliminate
adverse impacts in relation to coastal erosion.

Ensure that sand mining within the coastal zone does not
exceed environmentally safe limits and is restricted to
designated sites.

Minimize negative impacts of offshore mineral resource
extraction.

Identify coastal erosion trends and formulate and implement
appropriate mitigatory measures.

Restrict, regulate, and where necessary, prohibit activities
(development activities in the coastal zone such as
aquaculture, discharge of untreated wastes, sediment,
etc.) that are a threat to coastal biodiversity.

Promote conservation of biodiversity and sustainability
in the use of resources within coastal habitats, focusing
specifically on species and ecosystems under threat.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



10.

11

12.

13.

14.

Adopt specific measures for protecting coral reefs.

Adopt measures to ensure that marine resources are
harvested sustainably through regulation of fishing effort
and the use of appropriate fishing gear.

Adopt special conservation measures for marine species
under threat.

Involve the local communities in the management of coastal
and marine resources through a participatory process. for
the conservation and sustainable use of these resources.

Take measures for the conservation and sustainable use
of edible fish species in inland waters.

If alien species are to be introduced into inland water
bodies for increasing productivity or other perceived
benefits, ensure, through rigorous testing prior to
introduction, that such introduction will cause no adverse
impacts on the environment or on indigenous biodiversity.

Promote research on coastal and marine resources, on a
prioritized basis, to determine population dynamics,
sustainable levels of harvesting, and ecological parameters.

Increase awareness at all levels of the importance of the
coastal zone and its resources and the need for development
activities in relation to fisheries and other coastal and
marine resources to remain sustainable.

Conserve high priority archaeological, historical and

cultural sites and scenic areas within the coastal zone,
and protect and enhance coastal public access.

' FEN A
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16.

17.

18.

Ensure that the coastal environment. one of the nation’s
important assets, 1s clean and healthy.

Take adequate measures to deal with possible events
leading to large-scale marine pollution within Sri Lanka’s
territorial limits.

Encourage co-operation between countries of the region
in conserving the marine and coastal environment.

Industry and Tourism

Promote “cleaner-production” by providing incentives and
access to cleaner technology. organizing training
programmes, carrying out waste audits, and encouraging
cleaner production, for existing industries and other related
services, as well as for those being newly set up where
provision can be made in the design stage.

Encourage locating (and relocating) high-polluting
industries in industrial estates provided with common waste
treatment plants and solid waste disposal facilities.

Adopt a policy for ensuring that excessively hazardous
and environmentally damaging industries are not set up
in the country.

Ensure that industries and tourist establishments are located
away from current and prospective drinking water intakes,
to the extent necessary, so as to avoid possible
contamination of the water.

Pursue action to address the problem of industrial pollution
in the urban areas of Ja Ela-Ekala and Moratuwa-
Ratmalana.
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24

11.

12.

13.

14.

Ensure that all new industrial estates are provided with

“comimon waste treatment factlities for solid waste disposal.

Strengthen the technical capability of CEA and other
relevant agencies for monitoring industrial activities to
ascertain whether they comply with reguiations made under
the National Environmental Act, particularly in relation
to EPL and EIA.

Strengthen BOI's capacity to monitor industrial effluents
and test the efficacy of waste treatment by industries.

Develop new standards based on discharge loads, where
necessary, and review and revise existing standards, setting
tolerance limits for discharge of pollutants from industries.

Promote compliance with regulations relating to
environmental pollution, e.g. by setting up a revolving
fund, organizing training programmes, expanding
consulting services, enhancing public awareness.

Use more effectively the main regulatory arm of
government (the CEA) and the main regulatory instrument
(the National Environmental Act and regulations) to
promote environmentally sound development.

Take action to implement Sri Lanka’s obligations under
environment-related international conventions.

Adopt control measures to avoid pollution by sewage
discharge and ground water contamination in coastal areas
and around inland water bodies.

In developing culture-and nature-based tourism, ensure
that the resource is adequately protected and that set
cuidelines are fully adhered to, and that the well-being
of the local community is given recognition.
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17.

18.

Develop the capability of the provincial and local
administration to carry out selected regulatory functions
and progressively devolve such functions.

Establish a monitoring mechanism/system for monitoring
all industrial discharges.

Draw up zoning plans and adopt the provisions of such
plans when allocating land for tourism related projects.

Encourage eco-lodges and small-scale guest-house prajects
with minimal impact on the environment.

Adopt measures to ensure thal the carrying capacities of
tourist sites are not exceeded.

Energy and Transport

26

Ensure that adequate attention is paid to safeguarding
environmental and cultural values, including conserving
landscapes of high recreational value and preserving Sri
Lanka’s natural beauty when developing hydro-power
resources and planning power distribution.

Pay adequate attention to controlling air pollution
(occurring through gaseous and particulate substances) to
within safe limits by using high quality fuels and adopting
appropriate pollution abatement technologies when
developing thermal generation; and avoid discharge of
heated water in circumstances that would cause serious
environmental damage.

Reduce excessive loss of electricity during transmission
and distribution.
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10.

13,

14,

Promote conservation in the use of electricity and other
forms of energy.

Pursue a systematic programme for using new and renewable
sources of energy for power generation, where feasible,

Test the feasibility of using biomass fuel for power
generation, and promote if found feasible.

Exercise control (by legal, regulatory and other means)
on the emission of atmospheric pollutants from vehicles.

Impose environmental standards on the import of used
motor vehicles and engines, and promote the use of non-
motorized transport.

Set out and regularly update legally binding atmospheric
pollution standards and enforce compliance by the energy,
transport and other sectors.

Set up mechanisms for regularly monitoring atmospheric
pollutants in strategic locations.

Introduce and efficiently run a mass-transport system (e.g.
rail network) for the city of Colombo and its suburbs.

Design, construct and maintain roads to acceptable
environmental standards and promote R and D for
improving road construction and maintenance techniques.

Enforce regulations on noise emission by transport vehicles.

Promote awareness among the public (including school
children) regarding health risks from vehicular emissions
and noise, and the need to take measures to control these
hazards.
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15.  Incorporate environmental safeguards into the development
strategies of the Energy and Transport sectors and ensure
that environmental safeguards are adopted.

16. Apply economic instruments for demand management of
road transport and increase the use of rail transport.

17. Promote and encourage modal shift of transport of people
and freight from road to rail.

18. Promote the use of public transport in place of private
transport.

19. Promote intermodal co-ordination for public transport.

Health, Sanitation and Urban Development

l. Extend the provision of potable water (in adequate
quantities) and safe sewage disposal facilities to the
whole population.

2 Ensure that sources of drinking water are kept free from
contamination from industrial, commercial. domestic and
other sources.

3. Where it is necessary to continue supplying water through
common stand pipes, adopt suitable measures to eliminate

waste and maintain a clean environment.

4. Promote the conservation and reuse of water
wherever feasible.

5 Promote the harvesting of rain water in urban areas.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Promote education, communication and awareness among
school children and the general public on various aspects
of health, sanitation and personal hygiene.

Update and amend, where necessary, and enforce
regulations regarding maintaining hygienic standards in
the preparation of cooked food for sale to the public.

Update and amend, where necessary, and enforce
regulations to prevent the use of harmful chemical
substances in food items offered for sale to the public.

Enforce the relevant legislation (making amendments
where necessary) to ensure the safety of workers in
factories and other work places.

Adopt strict planning of urban centres, allowing for the
expected growth of the urban population, and paying
special attention to maintaining a healthy environment.

Upgrade the houses of people living in slums and
shanties or relocate the people under congenial
conditions.

Ensure that ambient water quality standards are
maintained in water bodies within, and in proximity to,
urban centres.

Provide for the proper collection and disposal of solid
waste, including hazardous waste, by sanitary land-fill
or other suitable means.

Ensure that development activities in urban centres, while
taking advantage of their strategic location and access
to resources, do not lead to environmental degradation.
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15. [ntroduce/enforce legislation to prevent environmental
degradation of public places.

l16. Adopt suitable measures to cope adequately with natural
disasters.

5. Strategic Approach to Natural Resource
Management

The environmental strategies in the different sectors, il
implemented, will go a long way towards ensuring that
environmental care and sound environmental management are
exercised. Nevertheless, matters of policy, planning, and
regulation and control relating to the natural resources, and
issues relating to natural resource management that cut across
many sectors, cannot be fully addressed through sector-based
action alone. These matters will have to receive the attention
of the ministries in charge of the natural resources concerned.
The recommended strategic approach to dealing with the key
environmental resources is as follows.

Land

What is needed is a firm policy on land use for state controlled
land, with suitable guidelines and the necessary legal
instrument(s) for its implementation, that would inter alia (a)
give high priority to the conservation and enhancement of
environmental quality, (b) ensure that selected areas are set
apart for maintenance under natural conditions so as to
conserve biodiversity, soil and water, and that such areas that
are already degraded are suitably rehabilitated, (c) ensure that
land is allocated and used primarily on the basis of suitability
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of the land for identified purposes, (d) increase efficiency.
of resource use, and (e) ensure that special protection is given
to highly erodible land and areas subject to land slides and
other severe hazards. Practices that lead to land degradation
should be prohibited even in private lands.

The Ministry of Land is the institution that should take the
lead role in developing a National Land Policy and obtaining
government's endorsement of it. Taking into account the fact
that land is one of our key resources, that most of the land
is under state control, and that there is a pressing need for
a rational scheme of land allocation, the declaration of a land
policy should be accorded the highest priority and should
not be delayed any longer. In the development and
implementation of the policy, environmental considerations
are paramount, and the Ministry of Environment and Natural
Resources should be an active partner in the process.

Water

Water is required for all aspects of human activity. It is needed
for drinking, sanitation and a host of other domestic uses; it is
needed for industry: it is an important source of power generation;
and it is vitally important for sustaining the nation’s agriculture.
Nearly all sectors of development are in need of this key resource
and have a role to play in its sustainable management.

The Ministry in charge of water resources — the Ministry of
[rrigation and Water Management — will have to play a lead
role in developing water management policies and the supporting
legislation and regulatory bodies. Being a basic environmental
resource, the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources
will have to ensure that environmental concerns are reflected
in the national policies and plans for water management.
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Atmosphere

The atmosphere, the medium through which the earth receives
life-giving solar radiation, is equally important as the two other
non-living resources, land and water, for the sustenance of life.
Atmospheric pollution takes place primarily through the emission
of pollutants from industries and transport vehicles. Actions to
combat atmospheric pollution are the responsibility of the
respective sectors. However, because of the magnitude of the
problem in the city of Colombo and the surrounding areas and
the need for special and concerted action to address it, a Strategy
and Action Plan — Clean Air 2000 was drawn up in 1992. The
Plan failed to meet expectations, mainly due to the absence of
an institutional mechanism to implement it.

In order to deal with issues relating to air pollution, the Air
Resources Management Centre (AirMAC) was set up in 2001.
This is a partnership organization functioning under the aegis
of the ministry of environment. AirMAC will be preparing Clean
Air 2003-2005. The programme of activities of AirMAC should
receive the fullest support of all participating organizations. A
formal institutional mechanism needs to be put in place in order
to ensure long term sustainability of this arrangement.

Biological Diversity

The national focal point for the Convention on Biological
Diversity is the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources.
The Ministry has developed a Biodiversity Conservation Action
Plan (BCAP) and set up the institutional structure (the Biodiversity
Secretariat) for its implementation.

While many biodiversity conservation issues would be addressed
through the environmental sectoral strategies, there are other

32

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



major national issues relating to biodiversity that have to be
addressed through the initiative of the Biodiversity Secretariat.
These issues could be identified through the BCAP, with support
from the National Biodiversity Experts’ Committee.

6. The Role of Civil Society

While the state organizations, non-governmental organizations,
and the private sector have a major responsibility in
implementing the National Environmental Policy, there is also
as important a responsibility cast on the general public. An
appreciation of the role of civil society in maintaining a healthy
environment is sorely lacking in Sri Lanka. This is clearly
evident, for example, in the manner in which litter is thrown
into roadside drains and water-bodies. Education, awareness
and communication programmes should be used to good effect
to sensitize the public on their responsibilities. But there will
always be people who will disregard their responsibilities, and
to deal with such situations, the controlling legislation will
have to be in place and the regulatory bodies will have to
move into action.
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