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 Thurs  ay,  December  33,  ,  185
 Aafna,

 HINDU  NOTICES  OF  CREATION.

 [coyeLuDED.]

 lave  giveu  five  fifferent In  the  two  precadilig  anieles  we
 |

 creation  as  foand  In  the  four  Vedas  and  in  Menu's accounts  0
 |

 Institutes.  Iu  edhelusion  we  give  an  extract  from  the  20th  |

 poge  ofthe  Peize  Essay,  to  whieh  repeated  allusion  has  been
 made.

 Ta  the  Kurma  Purana,  (one  ofthe  standard  Purans  of  the  |
 Hindus,)  we  bave  the  followiug  accatnt  of  creation:  Kurma  |
 thas  speaks  to  Narad,  anil  other  Munis,  1  Narayan  at  thé
 time  of  Lhe  úuiversal  "destruction  was  sleeping  upon  tle  ser-

 pent,  Sesh  Nag,  on  the  waters.  By  my  favor  was  born  from

 mé  Brahma,  ihe  imiversál  filie,  will  his  four  mouths.
 Brahma,  ther,  from  bis  mind  createdeSanick,  Sanatan,  San-
 sudio,  Koru,  and  Sanat  Kumar.  These,  givng  themselves  |
 upio  divine  medhation,  wauld  tuve  uoiling  to  do  With
 müudane  aias.  Observing  this,  Brahina  was  "gredtly  griev-
 ed  and  perplexed,  Tle  Vishuu  eame,  nd  cumforted  his
 son  Brahma,  Brahma  then  renodaeed  all  anxiety,  and  began
 according  to  Vislinu's  diresiión,  to  engage  il  very  dilicnlt  |
 austerilies,  hot  to  10  purpose.  'He  at  Tengih  hecame  greatly
 afflicied,  aud  very  angry  ;  from  ut  anger,  leurs  gushed  irom

 biis  Ye,  s  he  kuiti  d  his  eye-brows:  from  his  ey#-brows, tius  kaoued,  Mahadev  sprang,  who  was  of  a  blae  and  reddis!  |
 r  hi  Brahma  ordered  him  to  ereate  divers  kinds  |

 al  I'he  aceouut  gues  oun  10  say,  tat  wien  Ma-  |

 hailey,  lar  Slly)  canmeneed  operatios,  heé  produced  a  great  |
 many  demons,  hobgoblins,  ste.,  whe  devoared  every  thiig  |
 wittu  teir'reaeh,  |  When  Bralima  saw  ihe  havoc  they  were  |
 making,  he  was  sadly  vonallided,  and  eried  oat  to  Siy  to
 desist,  aud  produt  ho  murg  svel  all-devouring  mobsters,  |

 From  other  Shasters,  it  appears,  that  Rali  is  the  eresio.  |
 Thus  she  declares  herself:  *  As  the  first  power,  Fam  the  seed,  |

 As  thé  power  of  the  seed,  Fam  Shivg  add  as  ihe  power  of
 Shiv,  L  am  Vishnu  and  as,  Vishnu,  oam  the  wnverse
 Others  say  that  Kal)  the  irst  female  energy,  produced  three
 egas,  and  frourtlese  three  eggs  Brahma,  Vishu  and  Mahesh  |
 were  formed.  lu  other  Shasters  itis  stated  thar  the  earth  was

 formed  froi  the  dend  bodies  ol  Madh,  and  Kyiab.  fn  the
 Kashi  Khand;  it  is  said  that  illrsion  is  the  sause  of  all  thmmgs  5

 nay,  ilit  she  is  every  thing.  duthe  1st  book,  chapter  1st  ot
 thè  Vishnn  Puran,  itis  stated  that  Vishnu  beconnug  united
 will  matter  aud  spirit,  produced  the  world.  F  urther  ju  the
 saine  Puran,  itis  wga  and  agai  asserted,  thut  Vishnu  is
 himself  both  mater  and  it,  „dute  damayan  it  is  said,

 that  from  Kastiyap's  wife,  the  dour  castes  were  formed,  T'he

 authur  of  the  Ayin  Akbari  says,  hat  no  fewer  than  eig/téan

 opinions  res  ing  the  ereation  Are  entertaited  by  the  Hin-
 dus.  Ofihese  vanoas  aad  conlleing  accounts  of  the  orea-
 tion,  whel  is  tle  true  oled

 As  itis  impossible  1o  kow,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,
 hois  the  world  was  crented,  so  it  18  equally  impossible  from

 the  Hinda  Shasters  to  Ascertain  wolio  created  it.  hr  some  plac-

 ,  iş  we.  have  sech  from  thé  above  quolatjons,  Ít  is  saed
 that  Brahina,  and  in  some,  ihat  Vishu,  is  the  ereator;  in
 some  Kali,  and  from  other  extraets  it  appears  that  a  share  of

 he  praise;  t  inast,  is  due  wo  he  gods  and  munis,  fn  con-
 tathictiou  to  ail  these  Ilie  Ling  Puran  asserts,  that  Shiv  is  the

 creator,  according  te  this  verse:  *  Froni  the  egg  of  the  uili-

 yerse  Shiv  having  assumed  a  form,  pruduced  from  liis  leti
 sile  Visunu  and  Laksi;  from  liis  right  side  Brahma  aud
 Saraswari.”  e  Haili  Vvvari  Pura  states,  hat  Krishi
 is  the  crear;  aud  that  frou  his  rigli  side  Vistun,  and  from
 his  lefi  Shiv,  and  from  lús  pavel  Brahmá  sprang  Tord;  anl
 feil  dawn  and  worshipped  him.’

 Qne  praetiéa!  result  of  a  diligent  examination  of  the  Hinda

 shasters  for  informato  on  tle  Suliac  of  creation  and  of  the  |
 Creator,  and  ou  all  kindred  subjects,  must  be  a  higherappres  |
 elation,  for  practical  purposes,  of  the"  Oracles  uf  God  ”—h
 whieh  God  himself  has  been  pleased  clearly  to  communicate  to

 us  what  it  most  couceras  ds  10  know,  in  order  successfully  to

 accomplish  the  great  end  of  Wir  beiug

 eite

 “s
 |

 ASPECT  OF  TIE  PLANETS  Foz  JANvany  dsr,  1854,—
 At  ihis  sedsan  of  the  year,  four  of  the  five  planets
 ordinarily  visible  to  tlye  faked  eye,  may  be  seon  when
 the  state  of  the  atmosphere  is  favorable—two  of  them

 ha  avening  stara,  and  two  asmoriing  stars,
 At?  o'clock.  x.,  Venus  mi  1y  be  seen  5  deg

 the  south-western  horizon  in  the  eansiellation
 rits,  15  degrees  enst  of  the  moon.  At  thesame  time

 Saturn  may  be  Seanjaliout  67  degrees  above  the  east-  |
 ern  hörizon  in  the  constellation  Taurus  or  7  degrees  |
 sonth  ofthe  Pleiades  or  thè  seven  sturs.  At  54  o'cloek  |
 on  the  ensuing  morning,  Mercury  müay  be  seen  a  lew  |
 degrees  above  the  south  eastern  horizon  in  the  con-

 stellation  Scorpio,  15  degrees  north-east  uf  Antares.

 ‚above

 Aqua-

 At  the  same  time  Mars  niay  be  seen  near  the  zenith  |

 in  the  constellation  Leo  IG  degrees  S,  E.  of  Regulus,  |
 Ii  tlie  cours  of  the  month  of  Januury,  tle  t00

 will  be  in  conjune  tion  witlf  Venus,  on  the  Sd,  nearly  5
 degrees  svuth  of  it:  on  the  Oth  with  Saturn  less  than
 one  degree  north  of  it:  on  the  18th  with  Mars  a  d
 gree  and  a  half  porth  of  it:  and  on  the  31st  aguin
 conjunction  with  Venus  10  degrees  south  of  it,

 Directions  for  identifying  the  tw  vi  constellations  |
 of  thu  zodine  may  be  found  in  À  lo.  7  of  the  Murning|
 Star  for  1853.

 T'he  commencement  of  the  year  is  an  appropriate
 season  for  deliberately  looking  away  from  eart,  and  |
 1o  enter  anew  dpon  the  contemplation  of  the  heaven-  |
 ly  bodies,  whether  they  be  bodies  in  thé  firmament  |
 abave,  urin  the  regions  beyond.

 in

 TELEGRAPH  TO  AMERICA,—T'he  subject  of  an  Atlante
 sub-marine  telegraph  is  oceupying  a  onisiderable  share  of
 poblic  attentiou  just  now,  and  ut  jeast  half  a  dozen  projectors

 99

 Eronen  ayn  oter  Scioons.—We  are  anthorized

 that  after  due  consideration,  had  by  the  mis-
 ries  connected  with  the  Wesleyan,  Church  and

 American  Missions  in  Jaffna,  it  has  been  unanimously
 resolved,  in  view  of  various  considerations  bearing

 upon  the  progress  and  permanency  of  educational  e!

 tablishments  in  the  province,  thàt  from  the  ist  of
 January,  1854,  they  require  froin  each  pupil  in  their
 common  English  schools  a  fee  for  tuition  olthree  shil-
 lings  yeurly,  and  that  every  pupil  in  these  Euglish
 schools  farnish  himself  at  his  own  expense  with  class

 books  and  stationery.  Also  that  a  greater  sum,
 fees,  be  require  d  of  pup  pils  in  mission  seminaries  Or
 in  schools  ofa  higher  order  than  the  combon  Rħglish
 school,  The  specifie  sum  to  be  demanded  of  pupils  in
 fhese  higher  schools  of  seminaries  will  be  made

 known  to  the  parties  concerned  by  the  respec
 missionaries  in  charge  of  these  establishments.

 It  was  also  unanimously  resolved  that  the  time  has
 fully  come  in  which  soméething  should  be  demanded
 of  pupils  in  mission  Tatil  schools,  either  in  the  way
 of  fees,  purchase  ofclass  books,  or  voluntary  offerings
 from  parents  or  children.

 to  st

 sion

 as

 BI

 Tue  Kareys  3N  BURMAH  —Rey  Mr.  Abbott,  mis-
 sionary  in  Burmah,  speaks  of  the  Karens  in  a  letter
 dated  Suly  24,  1852,  as  follows  :

 Many  of  them  have  suffered  extréme  Oppressions.
 Nearly

 Burmese,  so  that  there  are  but  fiye

 in  Bifvmiah.  Still,  the  people  were
 ered  from  the  extreme  sufferings  they  äappréhended
 in  cuse  of  war.  Many  of  thein  were  confined,  to  be
 èxceuted  as  soon  as  the  English  shonld  approach  the
 country.  But  the  English  war  steamers  came  up  ind
 took  Bassejn  before  the  Burmese  hadttime  to  execute

 their  threats  upon  the  Karens;  and  after  Bassein  was
 taken,  they  all  betook  themselves  to  flight  and  the

 Karens  uscaped.  They  consider  their  deliverance  a
 wonderful  interposition  of  Divine  Providence.  There
 are  still,  owever,  districts  overrun  by  bands  of  rob-

 bers,  where  the  people  are  oppresse  sd’  to  the  fast  point
 of  endürance,—every  thing  they  possessed  being  torn
 from  tiem,

 or  six  left  standing
 »  wonderfully  deliv-

 Triscusaris.—We  learn  from  the  Examiner  and

 other  sources,  that  the  cholera  is  prevailing  to  an  alarm-
 ing  extent  in  Trincomualie,  as  many  as  21  deaths  hav-
 ìng  occurred  in  one  day.  The  Examiner  also  states
 that  there  is  an  increasing  prospect  that  Trincomalie
 will  become  the  principal  shipping  port  in  Ceylon.
 There  is  a  probability  that  it  may  supersede  Galle  and
 become  tle  calling  and  eoaling  station  of  the  steam-
 ers  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company.  Should
 this  occur,  great  changes  would  take  place  in  that  re-
 gion  of  the  island.  Concerning  the  cholera  at  Trineo-
 mulie,  a  correspondent  in  a  private  letter  says:  “Phe
 disease  is  not  of  a  virulent  type.  ftisinvariably  pre-
 ceded  by  commen  painless  diarrhoœa,  just  the  thing
 that  the  natives  are  Iik  tö  negli  As  a  rule  there
 is  no  zomiting  and  no  spasms  or  cramps.  A  medicine

 composed  of'arrack,  opium  and  chillies  has  been  found
 useful.”

 Deitns—Died  of  cholera  at  Manepy,  Dec.  20b,  James
 Recd,  allas  Swaminathan,  printer,  aged  about27.  Reed  was
 the  principal  compositor  of  the  English  department  of  the
 Morning  Star,  aud  the  hand  of  him  who  is  uow  eold  in  death

 set  the  principal  part  of  our  present  number.  He  was  an
 nective,  mtelligent,  amiable  young  man,  and  had  gamed  a
 larg  place  iu  vur  affections.  Bot  his  work  on  earih  is  donc.
 On  the  10ih,  ouly  the  day  beforè  her  husband,  Harriet,  the
 wife  of  ile  ahove  named;  died  of  the  same  fell  disease.  By
 tliis  evelt  two  young  snjldren  are  left  orphans.  The  mother
 of  Reed  also  died  af  cholera  the  same  day  with  her  son
 ‘Pius  does  death  do  his  “strange  work.”  Both  Reed  and  his
 wife  were  members  of  the  missiou  church  at  Manepy,  and  both

 òr  them,  it  appears,  in  their  last  sickness  expressed  their  faith

 in  Christ  and  readimess  for  death,  This  may  be  said  more  es

 pecially  of  Reed,  who  was  visited  by  one  of  the  missiohares
 al  the  station,

 CHOLERA  AND  SMALL  Pux  —The  removal  of  lhe  Artil-
 Jery  to  Lorelli  has  weare  happy  to  say  put  a  stop  to  the  chol

 era—hò  fresh  awtaeks  having  taken  place.  The  disease  stalks
 with  inereased  and  increasing  strides  in  the  suburbs  of  Colom-

 bo,  NE  steps  are  taken  to  stay  its  progress.  Sall  pox  is
 the  ineF#kse  in  almost  every  part  ui  Ihe  gravels.  'No  lass  than

 13.  fresh  cases  were  visited  an  the  51h  and  11  yesterday,  Tle

 number  of  cases  (hat  have  proved  fatal  is  truly  appalling.
 Compulsory  vacainatian  aml  a  yetur  to  die  quarantine  sys-
 tem  seem  the  ouly  means  of  preventing  alike  the  spread  and

 tlie  virolenee  of  tlis  disease.  Ceylon  has  not  been  visited  wih

 s0  severe  a  mortality  lor  years  past,  In  many  districts  the
 population  has  been  mure  than  decimated,  1s  said  that  with

 the  ehòlera  raging  at  alpehlya  nothurg  but  salt  fish  is  to  be

 on

 procured.—Hxaminer,  Dec,

 Drontti  AND  THE  CHOLERA  ,—Tle  prospects  of  the
 rite  crop  in  the  Northern  Province,  We  are  sorry  10  say,  Are

 very  poor:  'T'here  has  been  yery  little  ar  no  rain  for  a  lang

 time,  and  many  of  the  fields  are  suffering  greatly,  The  crop

 af  drf  griun  is  almost  enfirely  eut  off.  Wih  ihis  prospect  of

 a  poor  harvest,  and  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  which  is
 |  quite  yifulent  in  several  parishes,  there  is  much  cojsternation

 aud  fear  among  the  poor  people,  who,  in  the  time  of  adversi-

 ty,  betake  not  théinselves  to  the  true  source  of  coiisolation,
 butto  their  vainidol  gods.

 Famine.—We  are  sorry  to  see  that  there  is  a  prospect  of
 famine  in  the  districts  to  the  north  of  Madras,  in  conséquence

 ofthe  failure  of  (he  rains  whieh  nsaally  full  at  ihe  setting  jn

 of  the  north-east  monsoon,  Pha  ryots  are  said  tobe  on  tle

 are  in  the  field,  With  separate  plais  and  elalme  to  publie  sup

 paue  trated  London  Ne  Det,  39

 '

 verge  of  despair,  and  in  some  places  they  haye  turned  their

 |  saile  inté  the  rieg  field

 PHE  /  DANSONIA  AGAIN.
 To  the  Editor  of  the  Morning  Star

 Drar  SR  —Having  scen  lately  in  the  Star  an  acccount
 of  lie  Adansonia,  I  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  some  notes
 from  my  jpurhal,  of  what  I  have  gathered  from  ille  natives  of

 Manaar,  wliere  ilese  wonders  af  creation  are  fofnd  of  differ.

 ent  sizes  and  queer  shapes.  Haying  resided  in  ihe  place
 somu  four  years,  1  employed  part  of  my  leisure  time  in  gath-

 ering  information  af  the  properties  ef  plants  and  shrubs  muel

 in  use  among  the  inhabitants  as,  medicinal  agents.  his
 giant  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  drew  my  attention  first.  lis
 size  amd  shape  strus  kme  wilh  awe.  By  the  kindness  of  a
 friend  J  was  permitted  to  refert  “  Moon's  Botanical,  Voca-
 bulary  in  which  we  find  the  classical  name  to  be  Adan
 sonia  Digetatu.”  l'he  common  names  are,  “  Adam's  apple,”
 ti  monkey;  s.  hread,”*  “sour  gourd,”  &c,  1  csnnat  say  what
 the  Singalese  fame  is,  The  Tamulians  eall  it  peruka
 (Quse)  and  papparapooly.  ‘The  tree  mentioned  by  Gen.
 MacDowal  is  not  to  be  seen  now.  I  have  very  ofen  wan-
 dered  in  the  wilds  of  Mantotte,  but  have  mpu  with  but  fewirees,

 and  those  iot  of  large  djnensious.  Mapaar  is  the  place  for
 the  Iree.  Tle  largest  I  have  seon  rès  „anul
 measures  av  the  hase  in  cirmumteronce  about  £  The
 height  by  my  estimate  could  not  be  more  than  30  or  35  feet.

 1t  had  but  few  leaves  scattered  here  and  there,  ahd  ís  belier-

 ed  to  have  pissed  the  age  of  bleoming  aud  bearing.  `  During
 the  time  that  I  have  been  at  Manaar,  d  lave  visited  it  in  tle

 proper  season,  from  Jumary  to  May,  but  never  saw  even  a
 bud.  ‘There  are  others  also  of  smaller  dimensions  near  the
 town,  which,  the  “oldest  inhabitant”  las  never  knawh  te
 bud.  The  eireumieremee  of  these  is  12,  14,  15,  18,  20,  and

 25  feet,  respectively.  Several  others  however  of  those  sizes
 are  khown  to  bud  and  bear.  In  very  few  places  are  there
 found  three,  four  or  five  in  a  gtonp.  They  are  generally
 at  great  distances  from  one  another.  Never  hasa  youg  and
 tender  tree,  the  prageny  of  these  giants,  been  d  overed,
 though  severalefioris  have  been  made  by  myself  and  others
 to  find  ane.  We  buve  also  planted  the'nuts  in  oar  gardens
 and  tried  to  raise  tle  tree,  but  ail  efforts  have  proved  Vain.
 My:  Cassie  Clitly  observes  in  his  Gazeltear  that  Mandar  was
 the  emporium  ol  commerce  to  the  Arabians  who  traded  to  In-

 diaand  Ceylon.  I  presume  it  most  have  been  bzoughi  by
 them  liither.  'H'he  wood  is  tough  and  raihes  heavy  when
 green,  but  extremely  light  when  dry  aud  may  be  easily  pull-

 ed  in  pikes.  I  onee  saw  a  treé  fullen  und  decayed,  On
 examination,  I  faund  the  wood  ta  be  hut  a  series  of  layers  ta

 the  cora,  It  was  so  light  that  even  the  wind  scattered  (bese
 layers  all  prowd.  The  only  use  that  the  native  medical  men
 make  of  the  iro  īs  as  a  sympulhelie,  and  I  have  found  that
 not  only  do  the  unenlightened  natives,  but  also  the  Burasians
 believe  in  iis  imaginary  effeets.  When  an  infant  is  afilicted
 wiih  emaeiating  disease,  hy  the  advice  of  the  physician,
 üpoit  an  auspieidus  day,  say  the  new  moon,  itis  taken  toth
 forests  at  a  previously  fixed  plase.  ‘The  physician,  Stark
 naked,  goes  to  the  treg,  and  wiih  certain  muutras,  peels  fibres

 froin  the  hark,  makes  a  siring  losg  enough  to  cross  thebreast

 fron  the  neck  wider  the  right  arm,  and  across  the  baek,  and

 tes  six  Kiots  in  tje  same.  He  then  returns.  puts  on  his  girdle,

 approaches  the  fhild,  pots  on  thé  siring  as  deseribed  abave,
 and  ties  the  seventh  kuot.  AN  this  while  he  is  muttering  bis

 charms,  but  not  a  word  should  be  spoken  by  any  one  alse.
 je  husii  being  linished,  the  doetor  goes  one  way,  and

 (he  patient  and  attendants,  a  contrary  direction,  with  ihein-
 tention  not  to  meet  bntilthey  reach  home.  The  knols  are
 said  to  break  one  by  one  each  suceeeding  full  moan,  asd
 when  the  seveni  breäks  the  string  falls.  The  patient  is  sup-
 posed  to  improve  during  all  this  time,  but,  doubtless  in  many

 cases  all  this  superstitious  improvement  ends  in  death.  Phe
 bark  is  also  nsed  for  extracting  thorns  from  the  feet,

 Tlie  belief  respecting  these  “monuments  of  the  times  nf
 old,”  is  very  absurd,  but,  because  believed  by  the  eredulots
 natives,  I  herewith  inserti,  The  heathen  as  well  as  the  mass
 ol  the  Roman  Catholies,  whose  ancestors  were  heathen  and
 among  whom  the  church  of  Rome  has,  by  no  means,  eradi-
 cated  the  old  superstitions,  believe  these  trees  are  lhe  stanes
 whieh  wrought  the  greal  destrucion  ansong  the  giants  of

 Ravanen  in  the  war  between  lim  FA  Rama.  They  think  the stones  thrown  by  the  monkeys  of  Hanuman  Were,  by  the
 grace  of  Rama,  transformed  |o  Atan  trees  lo  daiwa-
 tention  to,  and  preseve  the  memory  of,  thewar.  The  Ma-
 honmedans  believe  the  rees  fo  be  lho  disobadient  Gins,  wha
 were  by  some  potent  Alins  ransformed  to  trees  as  F  punish-

 ment.  Even  men  of  sense  pass  these  tees  diring  the  night
 with  awe,  believing  them  to  be  hamted.

 l'here  is  a  crude  notion  entertained  hy  some  ofthe  ignorant
 and  simple  descentlants  of  the  early  Eŭropean  conquerors  of
 Ceylon,  namely,  that  this  was  tle  tree  on  which  the  traitor
 Judas,  driven  by  the  voice  af  conscience,  went  and  hangrd
 himself  They  direet  you  to  count  the  number  of  nuts  iu  1t

 bag  of  Judas  (meaning  the  fruits,)  and  say  thatihere  are  fr

 ty,  but  1  have  counted  many  more  thah  1  Some
 believe  it  to  be  te  forbidden  fenit,  and  therefore  it  is  called

 Adam's  apple,  This  name  is  also  found  in  Mr,  Moon's
 work.  This  is  all  that  I  learned  exeept  what  has  leen  al-
 ready  stated  in  the  Star.,  .  P.  D.  H.

 Jalna,  Dec,  1,  1853,

 *  L  eannnot  say  why  it  is  called  monkey's  bread,  1  once
 gave  the  hard-erusted  fruit  ta  a  white  faced  monkey  of  mine,

 but  the  creature  did  vot  relish  it  much

 ORIGIN  OF  IHE  NEW
 itor  of  the  Moriming  Star.

 'hnugh  a  year  is  as  distinet  a  natural  portion  of
 timé  as  a  ay  or  a  month,  yet  it  appears  thal  there  has  been

 any  thilg  but  uniformity  ni  the  mode  of  reckoning  il  among

 thé  several  nations  of  the  world,  Phe  ancient  Beyptians,
 gcian  and  Romans  caleulated  their  years  by  the

 phases  of  the  mbon.  The  ime  whieli  she  took  toparform  hee

 revolution  round  the  car  formed  toir  mouth,  And  twelve
 of  these  lunar  periods  comprising  about  SSH  days  generally,
 constituted  heir  year,  'Tlwse  years  were,  asthey  ioeessarilv
 must  be,  eleven  days  shorier  un  e  sular  veur.  ve  The  ex
 aet  time  in  whieh  the  earth  goes  round  the  swi  Plus  time

 doterimined  to  be  365  da  5  hours,  48  maties  anil  48  s|

 „Jews,

 mds.  Ta  supply  this  deficiency  it  "Was  necess  ry  19  inter.
 talule  additional  months  occasionally  as  ihe  Seedmulated  dit-
 fereiee  rendered  il  necessary.  Heee  we  fnd  the  Jews  1

This content downloaded from 
��������������31.45.43.61 on Wed, 01 Sep 2021 20:07:15 UTC�������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 an  intereallary  monti  once  in  two,  and  samelimes  in  three  |
 years  as  the  case  required  ewhiel\  they  called  Ve  Adar  di  |
 second  Adar.  Julius  Cesar,  who  hid  brouglit  the  Calendar  |
 10  nearly  a  correel  state,  arranged  1t  the  eleven  days  should  |
 be  unequally  distributed  among  tliy  iwelve  months  and  the  |
 year  wasthus  made  to  consist  ol  365  days.  i  orderio  |
 prevent  Ilie  irregularities  whieh  wauld  result  by  excluding  the  |
 â  hours,  1minutes  aud  48  seconds  of  the  earth's  revolunon  |
 frm  Ihe  recRoning,  he  further  caused  a  day  to  be  added  10  |
 February  onee  in  every  four  years,  which  year  is  called  the
 bissextili,  or  more  commonly  “leap  year.’  Bui  this  addition
 was  a  little  too  much  because  the  fraction  5  leurs,  48  minutes  |

 and  48  seconds  in  four  years  would  amoun  to  only  28  honrs,  | 15  mihues  and  12  seconds,  or  nearly  45  minutes  Jess  than  |
 one  whole  day.  Insignificant  as  this  appeors  to  be  (being  |
 only  an  addition  of  11  minutes  to  each  year,  )  t  had  become
 +o  great  hy  accumulation,  that  inthe  year  1982,  when  Pope
 Gregory  XIII.  reelified  the  Calendar,  1t  amouated  to  ten  or  |
 eleven  days:  Toobviate  ilis  diserepaney  it  was  ne
 to  leave  dut  as  maly  days  from  tlhe  year.”  On  the
 September,  1752,  when  the  “new  style,"  as  tlis  correeied
 reckoning  was  designated,  came  to  be  introduced  into  Great
 Britain,  by  aet  of  Parlament,  We  nation  was,  hy  law,  direet-  |
 ed  to  reckon  the  day  following  as  the  fourteenth  instead  of

 the  3d  September.  And  to  prevent  the  reeurrenee  of  similar  |
 irregularities,  three  aut  of  eyery  fuor  centennary  years  should
 not  bu  leap  years,  because  the  eleven  minutes  W  hich  are  uu-
 avoidably  added  to  eael  would  in  that  time  amount  wilh
 a  small  fractional  difference  to  exacily  three  day:  |

 z  'Phe  remarks  of  Mg.  Jenkinson  on  this  same  subject  are  so  |
 Wapposite,  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  sa  likely  to  suil  some  at

 |  least  in  Jaffna  that  Í  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  tratseribe  |
 ttem  here.

 “  Disbelieves  in  Revelation,”  says  he,  “  have  sometimes  ex-
 ulted  in  a  contradiction  or  two,  which  they  have  found  or
 supposed  they  had  found  in  hie  Bible,  Yet  assuredly  none  of  |
 them  1s  so  evidently  a  contradiction  as  the  followug  :

 |  “A  hundred  years  ago  the  17th  September  was  the  first  |
 Sunday  iv  the  month.  More  than  500  children  were  born  |
 in  Great  Britain  on  September  1st,  1752,  most  of  whom
 were  living  on  the  17th  of  that  month,  and  yet  not  one  of
 them  was  then  a  week  old.  Nearly  all  the  people  went  to  bed
 an  the  Sud  of  September,  1752,  and  did  not  awake  till  the
 14l,  Neither  the  kiug  of  England  uor  any  of  his  subjects  |
 tastéd  a  morsel  of  food  between  the  2nd  of  September  and  |
 te  dih.  On  the  21d  of  September  a  physician  was  sum-  |
 moned  to  a  patient  wha  was  dangerously  ill,  yet  though  he
 rode  at  his  utmost  speed  and  the  distanve  was  less  tlan  a
 nile,  it  was  the  fourteenth  day  before  he  arrived.

 “The  explanatury  key  to  all  these  enigmas  ís  found  in  the
 factthat  the  day  next  following  September  2nd,  1752,  was  he  |

 j  14th.  Thus  lei  us  rest  assured  that  whatever  paradoxes  or

 fficulties  soever  we  find  either  in  the  word  or  works  ot  God,  |

 they  would  all  be  clearly  and  easily  explained  if  we  cotld
 ublain  possessinu  of  ihe  faet  whieh  wontd  furuish  the  y  of

 |  their  solution.”  Yours  very  truly,  Š
 Chħudicoly  Seminary,  Oct.  27,  1

 THE  SIEGE  OF  BELGRADE.

 The  following  curious  speeimeu  of  allitteration  evinces  more  |
 ingenuity  thao  anything  else  of  the  kind  with  which  we  are
 acquainted;  indeed  we  daolit  whether  anotlier  pieee  of  te
 same  length  could  he  writteir  on  any  other  spbjeet.

 An  Austrian  Army,  Awfully  Array'd,
 Boldly,  By  Bauery,  Besieg'd  Belgrade  ;
 Cossack  Commanders  Cannonading  Come,
 Dealing  Destruction’s  Devastating  Doom  ;
 Every  Endeavor  Engineers  Essay,
 Yor  Fame,  For  Fortune  Fighting—Furious  Fray  !
 Generals  "Gainst  Generals  Grapple  ;—Gracious  God!
 How  Honors  Help  Heroic  Hardihood  !
 1nfurjate,  Iudiseriminate,  Ia  Iil
 Kinsmen  Kill  Kindred,  Kindred  Kinsmen  Kill!
 Lahor  Low  Levels  Longest,  Leofiest  Lines;
 Men  Mareh  "Mid  Moud,  "Mid  Moles,  "Mid  Murd'rous  |

 Mines;

 Naw  Neisy,  Noxious  Numbers  Notiee  Nauglt
 Of  Outward  Obstavles  Opposing  Ought;
 Poor  Patriots  !  Parly  Purehas'd,  Partly  Press'd,
 Qoite  (Quaking,  Quickly  ©  Quarter,  Quarter,”  Quest
 Reason  Returns,  Religious  Right  Redounds,
 Saowarrow  Ntops  Such  Sanguinary  Sounds  ;
 Truce  To  Thee  Turkey!  Triumph  To  Thy  Train!
 Vujas,  Unwise,  Unmereiful  Ukraine!
 VanisH  Vain  Victory  '—Vanish  Viery  Vain!
 Why  Wish  We  Warfare?  Wherefore  Welcome  Were
 Xerxes.  Ximenas,  Xanthus,  Xaviere  ?
 Yield.  Yield,  Ye  Youths!  Ye  Yeomen  Yield  Your  Yell!
 Zenv's  Zarpater's  Zoroaster's  R
 Altracting  All,  Arms  Against  Acis  Appeal

 |

 |

 |
 |

 l
 |

 k

 SanDwicH  Iscanns.—At  the  last  meeting  of  the
 Aņqeriean  Board  in  Cincinnati,  Olio,  Oet.  4—7,  Rev.
 R.  Anderson.  D.  D.,  secretary  of  the  Board,  read  a
 special  report  on  the  Sandwich  Telands  Mission,  an-
 ncuneing-that  the  churches  of  this  mission  are  hence-  |

 furth  to  take  care  of  themselves  independently  of  the
 American  Board.  As  they  may.  occasionully  require
 assistance,  in  the  manner  of  feeble  chureles  in  Amer-

 ea,  a  plan  is  proposed  whigh  allowa  such  ocessional
 aid  to  be  extended  to  them  by  the  Board,  upon  special
 application  from  them,  or  from  any  one  of  their  num-
 ber.

 CuIna,—Late  dates  from  China  inform  os  ihat  Shanghi
 still  continues  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  while  Amoy  hns  been

 tetaken  by  the  imperialists.  T'he  recapture  of  Amoy  was  at-
 tended  by  great  eruelties,  not  less  thau  from  700  to  1000  of
 the  rebels  having  been  killed.  Cdncerning  Pekin,  theeapital
 of  the  mighty  empire,  the  North  China  Herald  says:  1  Our
 latesi  intelligence  from  the  north  advises  lhat  the  army  of  |

 |  Thae-ping-wang  was  moving  rapidly  towards  the  eapital,  |
 Tho  grand  crisis  appears  10  be  approaching—a  crisis  whieh
 muy  involve  lle  destinies  of  the  largest  empire  in  the  world.
 We  wait  with  intense  interest  t0  hear  the  result”

 To  CorresronpanTs—  The  lengthened  communi-
 fon  froni  “A.  A,”  in  relation  to  Mr.  Arumugam’s

 i  seminary  in  Vaħnarponne,  will  probably  be  noticed
 |  ig  our!  sxf  Als  a  *  Bible  Reader  Several  edm  mu-

 |

 |

 |
 |

 For  the  Morning  Star.  =|
 THE  STAR  OF  BETHLEHEM,

 RY  H.  K.  WHITE.

 When  mirshall'd  on  the  mighily  plain,
 'lhe  glittering  host  bestud  the  sky;

 One  star  alone,  of  all  the  train,

 Can  fix  the  sinners  wandering  eye.
 Hark!  hark!  to  God  the  chorus  breaks,

 From  every  host,  from  every  gem

 But  one  alene  the  Savior  speaks,
 IL  is  the  Star  of  Beililehem.

 Once  on  the  raging  seas  I  rode,
 "l'he  storm  was  loud—the  night  was  dark,

 scean  yawn'd—and  rudely  blow'd
 l'he  wind  that  toss'd  my  foundering  bark.

 Ti

 Deup  horror  then  my  vitals  froze,

 Desth-siruck,  I  ceased  the  tide  tostem  ;
 Wien  suddenly  a  star  arose,

 1i  was  the  Star  of  Bethlehem.

 Ti  was  my  guide,  my  light,  my  all,

 It  bude  my  dark  forebodiugs  cease;
 And  through  the  storm  and  dangers’  thrall,

 11  led  më  to  the  port  of  peace.

 Now  safely  moor'd—iny  perils  o'er,
 l'Il  sing,  first  in  nights  diadem,

 Por  ever  and  for  ever  more

 T'he  Siar  !—The  Star  of  Bethlehem.
 SELECTED  BY  E,  L,  K.

 ABOMINABLE  WICKEDNESS  OF  RoMIsH  PRIESTS.—

 1  went  one  day  to  the  Sistine  Chapel  to  vespers
 when  thu  Pope  and  nearly  twenty  cardinals  were
 present.  He  wlio  has  once  seen  there  the  entrance

 of  the  cardinals,  each  with  his  servant  untwisting  his
 robhe—their  kneeling  before  the  altar,and  their  servants

 adjusting  their  robes  while  kneeling—their  bowing
 to  the  altar  and  to  one  another—their  taking  their

 seats  with  theirservants  at  their  feet,  and  assuming  a
 most  devotional  look—their  leaying  their  seats  to

 salute  tlie  Pope,  with  their  scarlet  robes  trailing  he-
 hind  them,  can  never  forget  the  sight!  O,  sir,  how

 every  idea  of  the  inñallibillity  of  these  persons  passes
 away,  like  the  hoar  frost  before  the  sun,  on  witness-  |
 ing  the  silly  ceremoniesthey  practise  in  the  Sistine  !  |
 Ifyou  slwould  see  twenty  children  going  through  these
 ceremonies,  you  would  conjeeture  that  thes  were
 keeping  holiday  on  the  Ist  of  April.  Isoughtto  read  |
 the  cardinals,  and  1  think  I  did  read  some  of  them.  |

 “Who,”  said  I,  *is  that  youngish  man,  with  that  dark,  |
 penetrating,  cold-looking  eye?  “That,”  said  my
 guide,  “is  the  Cardinal  Secretary  of  State.”  I  need  |

 not  name  him  here,  He  heads  the  horrible  elique,  in  |
 whose  hands  the  present  Pope  is  but  a  puppet,  and  |
 will  be  probably  his  successor.  Now  and  then  these
 men  in  scarlet  turned  up  their  eyes,  and  moved  their
 lips  quite  fast,  and  put  up  their  hands  after  the  man-
 ner  of  littie-Samuel  in  the  picture;  but  dll  was  obvi-
 ously  to  be  seen  of  men.  +  What,”  said  I  toa  friend,
 who  knows  them  well,  what  is  the  moral  character  |

 of  these  cardinals?”  His  reply  astounded  me,  **  1t  |
 Is  to  me  amazing,  said  he,  that  some  of  these
 nren  can  keep  up  even  the  form  of  devotion  in  the
 presence  of  one  another,  when  each  knows  that  the
 other  keeps  three,  tuur,  or  five  mistresses.  Some  of  |

 them  are  the  greatest  debauchees,  in  Rome;  they  go,  |
 sir,  from  the  bed  to  the  altar,  and  from  the  altar  to  the

 bed,  1  know  what  l  say.  1hayemixed  and  mingled
 with  these  persons,  1  have  heard  wicked  and  loose
 young  men  talk  in  my  day;  but  the  most  loose  and  |
 lewd  conversation  1  ever  beard  in  my  life  was  from  |
 these  men.”  =“  And  is  this  the  general  character  of

 the  priesthood  here?  said  I.  1am  persuaded  it  is,"  |
 said  he,  ‘except  the  Pope,  who  is  a  pure  minded  |
 man,  and  who  would  do  better,  and  make  others  do  |
 better,  if  he  could.”  Me  then  went  on  to  state  that

 the  priests  are  the  corrupters  of  the  people,  and  mainly
 through  the  confessional  and  women.  Noble  Ro-

 mans,  '  said  he,  “have  told  me,  with  tears,  that  be.
 snuse  of  the  lewdness  of  these  priests,  and  their  way  |
 of  ferreting  vut  every  thing  at  the  confessional,  they
 have  lost  confidence  in  the  virtue  of  their  wives,  their
 mothers,  their  sisters,  and  their  daughters

 |

 |
 |

 Domestic

 luve  and  contidenee,  as  a  rale,  are  unknown'in  Rome.
 So  emphatic  and  terrific  was  the  testimony  of  this  |

 person,  that  I  went  away,  feeling  that  something  had
 chafed  hisstemper,  and  that  he  condemned  all  for  the  |
 known  vices  of  a  few;  and  it  was  not  until  I  heard  |

 his  testimony  corroborated  from  all  the  sources  at
 which  1  sought  information  that  I  could  admitit  to  be
 true.  Like  sin  and  death,  confession  and  seduction
 follaw  each  other  in  Rome.  The  crimes  are  there  rife

 tliat  brought  from  heaven  a  rain  of  fire  on  Sodom,

 Kirwan  to  Justice  Taney,  185

 A  Cunrous  Case.—About  eighteen  years  ago,  a
 young  man  in  Connecticut,  who  was  a  remarkably
 goud  student,  was  suddenly  deprived  of  his  memory
 and  reason.  Dhe  physician  who  was  consulted  said

 sthat  the  brain  was  tou  much  expanded  for  the  frani-

 üm,  but  that  at  the  of  thirty-six  ør  thirty-seven
 there  would  be  a  contraction  which  would  enable  it

 to  act  healthily.  That  time  recently  expired  when
 the  man  began  to  inquire  for  his  books  as  if  he  had
 just  laid  them  down,  and  resumed  his  studies  where
 dho  left  them,  There  was  no  trace  in  his  mind  of  the

 long  blank  in  his  life,  and  he  did  not  know  that  he

 wus  almost  forty  years  of  age.

 nications  are  tov  late  for  this  number.  |  God's  mercies  are  as  boundless  as  his  being

 ov  RLAND  INTELLIGENCE,
 Our  foreign  news  is  of  muelh  interest,  and  dates  down  |  0

 November  12th  een  Russia  and  Turkey  las

 Ju  the  actions  whieh  have  occurred,  the  Rius.

 e  war  he

 enumeneed

 sians  have  generally  been  defeated,  and  in  oue  or  iwo  instag.
 ees  with  great  loss  of  lte.  We  give  u  dew  particulars  fram
 the  Multa  Mail  as  we  ud  theim  wm  the  Pigeon  £xtra  ot  ho "Obserter  :  t  ‘

 T'he  reports  of  the  attack  on  the  Fortressof  Hzacheha,  aro
 confirmed.  Ihe  action  lasted  five  hours  and  the  Russians
 lost  their  commander,  thirty  men,  and  wo  gun  boats.  Tha
 Turks  were  driven  trom  thelr  intrenchmems  aod  retired  1n
 the  heights.  This  resulted  from  the  explosiar  of  3  powder

 agozıe,  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell  from  the  Russian  boats;
 lewn  alsa  took  fré,  aud  inbiat  fed  in  the  greatest

 cönstermation,  This  eyen  however  1s  tafling  compared  (a
 those  which  bave  sinee  succeeded.  Whe  action  at  Batom
 has  alku  been  Gonfirmed.  Although  it  was  a  mere  skirmish,
 yet  a  Russian  General  and  six  soldiers  bave  reaebed  Con-
 Stantinople  as  prisene,  ,

 1-mael  Pacha  has  erossed  the  Danube  with  25,000  men
 He  crossed  near  Calaf,  and  a  sharp  conflict  ensued  in  wlieh
 the  Russians  were  worsted,  and  fell  baek  on  their  main  body
 having  lost  six  guns  aod  a  great  many  in  killed  and  wound-
 ed,  The  Pasha  is  engaged  iu  fortilymwg,  and  waits  reinfurce- menis  1o  push  on.  a

 Auoilier  engagement  took  place  at  Batoum.  A  Turkish
 regiment  of  Imperial  guards  made  the  attack  on  the  Russians
 and  defeated  them  at  ihe  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  Russias
 lef  1,000  men  on  the  field  of  battle,  2,000  muskets  and  10
 guns.

 l'he  Observer's  London  correspondent  furnishes  the  fol-
 lowing  items  of  general  new

 The  Queen  is  visited  by  the  King  of  the  Belgians  and  hi
 family  for  the  purpose,  as  is  reported,  of  geuing  tlie  Einperor
 Nicholas  out  of  his  serape  willi  a  good  grace.

 Francs.—Every  iling  is  ready  tur  seuding  a  land  expe-
 dilou  lo  Turkey.  Whe  garrison  in  Rome  is  about  10  be  aug-
 mented,  The  French  Government  is  vot  hated  so  moeh  as  |t

 was  because  Lonis  Napoleon  opposes  Nicholas.  h
 Iranv.—l  he  King  of  Naples  has  offended  Louis  Napo

 on  by  compelling  one  of  his  officers  to  undergo  anreasonable
 quarantine.  The  ambassadorof  ihe  latter  is  withdrawn.

 SPA1N.—Marshall  Narvaez  and  Queen  Christina  have
 started  from  Paris  for  Madrid,  ihe  American  Minister  bas

 presented  liis  eredentials,  The  union  of  Spain  and  Portu-
 gal  is  again  talked  of.  A  burial  ground  has  beeu  granted  lo
 Protestanis  near  the  eapital.  ,

 AMERICA,  —A  complele  panie  has  occurred  at  New  Yrrk
 from  over  speculation,  veral  failures  are  the  result.  A
 trealy  is  sari  to  have  heen  made  between  England  and  Spain,  |
 whereby  the  former  may  search  Cuba  for  slaves,  or  enforce  |
 ihe  adoption  of  the  apprenticeship  system,  The  Americans
 are  highly  iudiguant  about  it.

 Russa  AyD  Tunkey.—Hosiilities  are  gaing  on  vigorous-
 ly.  A  echange  in  the  Turkish  Cabinet  has  taken  place.  I  is
 now  more  warlike  ihan  before.  Several  Russian  officers  in

 the  principalities  haye  shown  disaffection  and  been  instantly
 shot,  Of  the  traops  af  occupation  obe  uinth  part  is  down  wilh
 typhus  fuver,  The  Emperor  has  ordered  prayers  to  be  sald
 fur  tlie  suceess  of  his  arms.  ‘The  euthusjasm  for  war  in  the

 Kussian  provinces  iy  not  great.

 GRAFTED  MANGO  PLANT
 A  RAFTED  MANGO  PLANTS  van  be  supplied
 J  from  the  KUTCHERRY  GARDEN,  to  any  per-

 sons  requiring  them,  under  the  following  arrangenents
 Such  persons  to  apply  either  to  the  Peon  Sinnskoot-
 ty,  liymg  in  the  garden,  or  to  the  Kutcherry  Peon  Ka-
 sie  Nallathamby  in  attendance  at  the  Kuteberry  Offie

 or  the  Agent,  mentioffing  how  nmany  plants  and  f
 whut  trees,  according  to  their  Nos.  they  require,  and  to
 pay  one  shilling,  for  which  a  receipt  will  be  giyen  sign-

 ed  by  theGovernment  Agent  for  each  plant  applied
 for.  Thu  application  will  then  be  registered,  and  after

 three  months  the  plants  will  be  delivered  upon  pru-
 duction  of  the  receipt  giyen,  and  the  payment  of  the  |
 difference  between  the  one  shilling  and  the  price  put
 on  each  plantacevrding  to  the  scalu  ofprices  hitherto
 adopted,

 N.  B,  There  will  be  noj  any  nore  plants  grafted
 than  the  unmber  that  n  ba  thus  applied  for. Jaffna,  Dec,  1858.  2

 w

 the

 |

 |

 VART  n  T  ,
 NEW  BOOKS  FOR  SALE.

 l  W"  BSTER'S  DICTIONARY  school  edition,  at 2  shillings.
 WEBSTER'S  UNABRIDGED  ARY

 at  £1  16s,  6d,  and  £1  10s

 PICTORIAL  PRIMER,  a  beautiful  and  excellent
 book  for  children,  at  9  pence,

 An  ILLUSTRATED  ANATOMY  and  PHYSIO-

 OGY  in  Tamil,  at  the  very  low  price  of  1  shilling.
 _  CUTTER'S  ANATOMY  and  PHYSIOLOGY  in
 inglish,  at  4  shillings.

 WELLS  ENGLISH  GRAMMAR,  at  10  pence.
 Also  for  anle  the  usnal  supply  of  other  Tamil  aud

 Euglish  books.  Apply  to  the  subscriber,  at  the  AMER-
 1CAN  Mission  Darositonvy.

 Dec.  8,  1853.  2p

 DICTIO

 |

 T.S.  BURNELL.

 CHOOL  TESTAMENTS.
 NEW  supply  of  School  Testaments  in  English,  ,
 large  print,  just  received  and  for  sale  at  tbé

 Depository  of  thed,  A.  B  Soviety.  Price  6  pence
 S.  BURNELL,  Depositary

 n93
 2p

 Dec.  22,  1853,

 Printed  and  published  at  the  American  Mission  Press:

 Manepy,  Jaffna,  Ceylon,  by  Tuomas  S.  BURNEBL

 AÁ
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