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) ioh constitutes the «chiel
| “in the Educational Reform

' Is has been adespted by
the atate Couneil and the country
at large, We would have wished
that this principle was introdu-
: ) stages during a ten-year
i x Loth the

ynake the necessary finapeial and
seademic adjustments, Howevery
" it has seemed wise to onr stafes-
men to go the whole hog in one
hounes, Therefore it 1s now up
to the authorities of sehools, as
‘people vitally interested in edu-
cation and the national progress
of the conntry, to ses how best
they can make @ success of this
scheme, ;

The issues involved in the Hdu-
eationa] Reform Proposals have
heen narrowed down, after months
and years of discussion and de-

hate, to the following two details:
(z) The '30° rule, (B) Equipment
Grant, It is reassuring to find
that the 30° ronle has been held
aver for inrther consideration. The
following schedule of rates for
wnainfenanes and equipment grant
i5 being diseussed in the State
Couneil at the moment:—

1, Assisted English Schools:
For each unit of average
attendance :— i
(g) in the primary classes-

Hs, 2,50

(b) inthe junior- section

of the post- primary

~ clasges  (that is fo
say in the 6th, Tth
and Sth standards)-
: Rs, 500
i ﬂtga senior section
o & post - primar
clasges  that is tﬁ

(c)

X ‘gay, in classes above
.atha Sth standard —
(i) Wl{BrB an _ approved
science laboratory
is not provided—
v Rs. 10,00
(i) where an approved
scienca laboratory

iz provided—
Iis, 15,00

9, Assisted Veroacolar or Bi-
]:Elhgnal Echool&:
or each noit of average
attendanca Be, l.ﬁD
We Lave wo doubt that the
rates propesed are * woefuliy in-
adeqnate. The many items of
expendilure thers wre in a school
besides teachers' galaries are too
well known for us to repeat
them here, The Minister sen
fo think that the employment of
excezs’ teachers by schools is
an unwarranted burden on parents
dud he has made mnch of this
i the debate now preceeding
Excess teachers ara employed nof
for ths sake of teachers them-
selves, bat for the sake of good
education for the children. Par.
ente appreciate that they pet
value for movey and do not
radge poaying  higher  {uition
¢es  eyon  when  fthere mny
be sehools charging lower fees
in theneighbourhood. Thus schools
Il a deficiency on their ataff
hmnght‘- about by much too strin-
geet “Code” regulations. It is
admitted  that Assisted Schools
now spend Ts, 1,600,000 per year
on items other than fteachers’
galaries; As apsinst this, it is
.-:ow. p::g_oaed. 0o pay a mainten.
anes equipment pgrant of
Rs. 800,000 which is '?ust one-
fifth. Sehools are asked to find
maining four-fifthe, or re.
that exfent within a

for, the time
198 has no
. The Minister
- fhat he conld

e e A
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not understand Liow soma schools
‘can continue to charge fees while
others don’t, 1t is eugpeated that
Assisted Schools shonl build up
Endowment Funds to meet such
‘exponses, It is an undersiate-
ment Lo spy that a school of
medium  sizo and _ordinary effi-

ciency spends ab Ieast Rs, 10,000
a yesr on maintenance &N
equipment, A fand of 3% lakhs
will be necessary to yield this
income annually, Can this fund
ba collected overnight ? The Minis-
ter has alse said recently that
if Government was going to pay
for everything then CGrovernment;
mnst bave full control, It shonld
not be forgolten that the (_}uvam-
ment is not paying anything to-
wards capital expenditure, which is
a formidable item for which all the
resonrces of Assizted Sehoola
will be meeded.

The curricnlum and syllabus
for the primary classes of all
schools, that is, Tamil and Sinha-
less primary, English primary
and English secondary, are to be
jdentical. The conseguencs of
Free HEducation will therefore be
that children will leave the smaller
schools and gravitate towards the
bigger and better type of sehools
in the order mentioned. A parent
would obviously like to put his
child in a school where the child
can go from the Kindergarten to
‘the M, 8.0, withont a break,
Such schools are normally more
efficient too. All that the parent
has to do is fo choose _the
school. He does mot have
to pay. On the other hand,
a prodent Manager will con-
sider that the immediate inture
in the time for consolidation and
not expansion, At the rates
proposed he will have no money
for furniture and equipment, leave
alone additional class-rooms, neces-
sary for rapidly increaging numbers,
We thersfore foreses that schools
will decide to limit numbers.
1f so, can the Btate provide
enongh schools for the thousands
of children who may not be able to
gain admission to Assisted Schools?

From every point of view, the
present sitnation calls for co-
operation between the Government
and the Anthorities of Assiated
Schools if this great ideal of
Free Hducation is to be a success.
The dual duty of Government is. to
open schools where they are want-
ed and make it possible for the
p:reaent Assigted Schools to con-
tinne - ugefully and vigorously,
On the other hand, Assisted
Bchools shounld pull their weight
with the DMinister in order to
make this inspiring ideal blossom
forth and hear fruit in the fullness
of time for the glory of Lanka,

We would suggest, as o reason-
able and femsible solution, the
following two alternstive  pro-
posals:—

(L) That the rates of equip-

ment prant be :—

(@) Rs, 3000 per each
unit of average atten-
dance in the post-pri-
mury classes, and

(b) Rs, 1500 in the pri-
mary clusses; or

That schools be allowed to
charge an equipment fae,
inclusive of games, at the
rate of R&. 300 per mouth
in the post-primary clusses
and Bs, 2,00 per mouth
in the primary clusses.

Tha total grant according to
fhe firgh plan will be Re, 1,600,000,
but if this amount is going fo
be the last straw that might
brenk the camel’s back, we sug-
gest the gecond, It may be argued
that if a fee ia charged it will
not be Free Edueation, If so,
bow about the games fes that
has heen approved ¢ Games con-
atitute a part of phyeical eduen-
tion, without which no education
is complete, Also, i education
is to ée really free, then books,
clothes and even transport will
have to be provided, DBubwe arp
gura that tha‘_,%.!nhlin i8 not going

|

to resort ) tgl susl

ittt m

st e (o el

have to he grateful to the
Minigter, The parents will cer-
tainly not grudge paying a small
fos towsrds maintenance an
equipment,

We hope that the Minister will
not stumble over this pebble of
Rs, 1,500,000, but will allow it
and keep all parties happy and
contented for the sake of his own
cherished dream,

FAREWELL TO METROPOLITAN

Civic Address by the Calcutta
Corparation
The Most Heverend Dr. Foss West-
cott, Bishap of Csaleutta and Detro-
politan of India, Burms snd Oeylon,
was presented a civie pddress on the
eve of hia retirement alfer 25 Yyears

of service, by the Muayor of Caloutta’

on beball of the Aldermen apd Coun-
cillors of the Caleatta Corporation.
The address referred to the dark
days of feud between creed and creed
19 years ago when the Metropolitan
by his ceaseless and dauntless efforts
helped to restore the reigu of Reason
in a frenzied world. It also reealled
how tenderly and ceaselessly be
soothed and comforted in his hour
of affliction and suifering oos of
the noblest Englishmen India bas
eyer known — Dipabandhu O T,
Andrews, The courage of the Metro-
politan's convictions iz stressed In
the following extract:

You haye often given expression to
your gentiments with & boldness
born of the Ohrietlan Soldier, in
language which has often been
tegarded in some gquarters as ub-
orthodox., Thus, on the occasion of
8 broadcast following the passing
away of Dinabandhu Andrews, you
gaid:—“To our shame, Wwe own the
strength of racial prejudice with
which many Europeans have regard-
ed the peoples of the East. A sense
cf essential superiority of the white
man over his darker oejghbour has
been one of the moust divisive forces
petween the Hast and the West"”’
Every word has the spark of truth
in it,—the spark in which will be
copsumed that charnel houge, where
man in his supreme malevolence
and ultimate unwisdom, dares to
domipnate over Mman.

Dr. Foss Westcott in  his
gaid that the life which ha had
spent in India wad | intensaly inter-
esting, Certainly India had been a
home for him for the 5é years and
he was sure that in future he would
have the same opportunity of serys
ing the country as he had in the
psat. Ho was so grateful to Tndia
for all it had taught him and given
him. Indeed, he valued so muech
the interest which the country had
afforded to him in his life and the
affection which many people of this
country had given to him.

The present occasion reminded him
of another such in 1usl, when he
had been Invited by the Mayor to
address this Council Ohamber. On
that oceasion he bis  eide
four repressntutives of  different
creeds and races who were animuted
by the one conviction that unless
they had God absolutely In tha
captre of their llves thera was 1o
pope for meckind to live together
and no chanee for them to establish

reply

bind At

poroe and  harmony ioo tha world,
Ho ghared the Eame copvietion
with thetn.

Keferring to the talk of poace

going on today alter the termination
of war in Europe, Dr. Wedteolt re-

callad thar afrer the last world war
there was also the tallkk of & peace
that would last, a" pepce that woull

mean the eod of all ware apd It was
only a few years belore men began
to realise that the fundameotsl
prineiple of n lasting pesce had not

poen embodied in the Treaty ol
Varsaillea. . .
Proceeding, Dr. Westcott eaid that

the priociple of God's creation wis
diversity in unity. The w~hole beauty
of creation Jepended op  diversity
and the gpesker believed that It was

the saws with mankind, If they all
looked the same WAy, if they all
thought the same kiond ol thoughts,
it they all followed the same Kiod
of profossion, the world would be a

dull ualformity.

S0, when one thought of the differ-
eot races of Indle, each with some
gpecinl glifts or charneteristics, one
felt that It was God's intection that
gach sbould make ite epecial conirl-
butlon for the bonpelit of the whole
country.

Looking to Indla, be hoped that
ita diveraity should not lead to anta.
gonlew. Recalling  the words of
Pandit Madun  Mlobsn  Malaviya
during Mabatma Gundbi's three woelk
fast he suid that oe people ol differ-
ent ruces who were to live in peace
and harmony thoy must gespect the
religious  convictlons of  those who
did not ses eye to eye with themk

Tt is learnt that when he vaoales
hle office at the end of this month
the Metropolitin will go 1o Huuehi
at the invitetion of the Bishop of
Cliota Nagpur snd epend gome

ﬁ there,
mx [TaVa =X 1
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Sir, — Miss Hutehlos' letter which
avpeared in your last ldsus  should
BREIVA Ad AD Bya-o gasr not onl
the § L 0. C. F.pbut to " the wsimtli
Obristlan Communiry in Jatfne, Tt is
Indesd a pity that we shonld be
urged to use our own mother tongue
among ourselves by a [oreigner to
that language. But wherever it comea
from, it g & serious factto be noted
by us,

The lettor id a pointer In & more

important direction. Today the ery
is that the Ohurch is discrediting
iteelf and thwarting its, own pur-

poee by a curious and forced attach-
ment to forsigo and stereotyped me-
thode of worship and evangelism,
‘The demand is everywhere for tha
pationalisation of the Christian
religion. ‘This can only mean na-
tionalisation of means and methods,
because religion as such is always
universal and therefors cspoot be
nationalised. But it has to be pre-
gented in terms peculisr to each
country, age, or people. Once the
locality, the time or the people are
changed, the expression though
adeguate in an earlier age,in another
country, and among some other peo-
ple, laile to continue to function
efficiently. Hence the neceesity ofa
new expression and a new interpre-
tation whoich no thinking OChriatian
today c¢an fail to see,

Certain sections of the Church in
Tndia have made eincere attempts
and good progress in thiz direction
and in Ceylon too a beginning has
undoubtedly heen made In Tecent
years, But however great our effort,

if the language-medium iteell 18
foreign, everything elss becomes
foreign.

A very commendable practice in
China, L am told, is the hundred per
cent uee of the Ohinese language
even in Government Offices. 'The
freedom we enjoy today does mnot
allow us to go to that extent, but
whera we do enjoy freedom from
fear there i@ no reasun WDy in &
completely Tamil speaking audience
Tamil should not be used, not only
for the sake of the weaker brother
but for the sake of all,

Yours ete.
13.8-45, J. . B
[Whils welcoming both Miss Hutchin’a
lotter and the above one, inoor col-
umng, we hope they du not give an
impression to the Teaders that the

J.f. O. C. F. had intentionally ar-

ranged the programme in English

much to the annoyacce of these not

conversant with it. ‘The J. LG, C.F,

is we are sure ever prepared fo wel-

come suggestions. — The Editor.]

FOR SALE

A Plot of land with planta-
tions about 18 lachams at Uduvil
opposite the Sub-Post Office in
close proximity to the Uduwil
Girls' Eoglish School.

For particnlars apply to:

Mrs. T. Strong,
Uduvil, Chunnakam,

JAFFNA COLLEGE,
VADDUKODDAL

Te-opens ou Wednesday the 5th
of September at 10-30 a, m, Board-
ers return st 9-00 a, m. oL the
game day, The Annual Prize-Giv-
ing will take place at 6-00 p. m, on
the 15th of Septerber, The Hon'ble
My, Justice Alan Rose will be the
chief speaker.

K. A. Selliah,
Ay, Principal.

THE ‘
JAFENA FORAGE STORES

(CATTLE FOOD DEALERS)
MAIN STREET, JAFFENA

WHY WORRY FOR YOUR
CATILE FOOD?

We are supplying Horse Tood,
Cow Jood, Gonts Food
and Bull Mixtures
at cheap rate.

These mixtures consisting of
'addy Bran, Oats, Maize, Pous,
Ulundu, ete, arve wheaper than
Poonae and Paddy Brao.

A TRIAL WILL CONVINCE You. |
Price-list can be hador application
T. RATARATNAM,

(Law Li’.!l’i!l‘i:l.l]] »
FProprielor.
94—24 H, ’

=Y o e S
ublistied for the Ameyicai Ceylon Mission by Mr, V. Joseph Arinnayagamy
Mn at Tellippaiai,, at the American Ceylon Mission Presss Tellippalgl;
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