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A GREAT PHILOSOPHY IN THE CLASSICAL TAMIL

The writer , a Professor Emeritus - University of Jaffna, affirms
that Saiva Siddhantha the unique philosophy of the Tamil Hindus, has
its roots in our classical Tamil Literature.

Tamil is a Classical Language. Most of the Tamil
scholars believe that the Tamil Classical Period runs
only up to the 6 " century A.D. But | am unable to think
of a Classical period in Tamil that does not include
Kampan, Cekkilar and Kacciyappar. The Sangam
poems, the devotional hymns of the Saivaits and the
Vaishnavaits and the great poets of the Chola perjod
have contributed to the origin and development of a
great philosophy, namely, Saiva Siddhanta in Tamil.
George Hart IIT (University of California, Berkley) has
influence of a Southemn

written extensively on the

traditionon the Sanskrit poetic tradition.

But at the same time he believes that the great
sacred works of Tamil Hinduism, beginning with
have the

Sangam Antholbgies, undergirded

development of modern Hinduism.

Their ideas, he observes, were incorporated in
the Bhagavata Purana and other texts (in Telugu,
Kannada as well as Sanskrit), whence they spread all
over India and also Tamil has its own works that
are considered to be as sacred as the Vedas and
that are recited alongside Vedic mantras inthe great

Temples of South India.

Though mostof the Saiva Siddhanta texts were
written after the Cholaperiod, the actual thoughts of
this great philosophy were nurtured long before
that. It was the devotional literary tradition of the
Tamils that has created Saint Meykandar' s Saiva

Siddhanta doctrine.

Dr.G.U. Pope has described Saivasiddhanta as
the choicest product of the Dravidian intellect. After

Meykandar's Siva - jnana - bodham, the next work of
importance on the doctrine is the Siva - Jnana -
sittiyar of Arunandi. Prof. K.A. Nilakanta Sastri

describes itasaclassic treatise on Tamil Saivaism.

Greek is an ancient Classical language. It had
anumber of reputed philosophers. Parmehides of Elea
who lived around the earlier part of the 5" century
B.C. was a philosopher -and a born poet who
recorded his thoughts in poems. According to him
all that we see and experience through our five
senses are not true; they are illusions. The only
true entity is the soul that is boundless, invisible.
The Tamil Saiva Siddhanta philosophers too have

recognized soul (Pacu) as an important entity in their

concept of Trinity (pUGLiT(h@Epswteno) as follows:

Pati - Lord ofthe Soul; the Supreme Being
Pacu - the Soul that is fettered by Pacam
Pacam - Bondage thatfetters the soul.

Pacu is a philosophical term wused in

Saivasiddhanta for the life principle in living beings

The Classical Tamil Language has provided
appropriate technical terms for this great doctrine.
Some of them are Tamilized forms of the Sanskrit
terms, yet we have many terms coined from the

early Tamil liferary texts.

It is befitting that a Classical language like
Tamil isbestowed with a philosophical system that

bears adistinctive mark of Tamil genius.

Prof. A. Sanmugadas, Ph.D. (Edinburgh)
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walle auTpdmsamu CEBHULGSHS aIeD60E! SFLOWID.
gOeanisd oim @b umpalweors (WEGIITEd 6uGsH
SBUULB6TTeNGI. QHeUHLW HTeNMhESH  euTpailislener
QURIGLL SIWHH SmSL CUemID (LPeDBENLDaELIEF
FoWwD eamywemn QFWigieTong. Quibensulas GFed
OpHlenwlds SHENETMISSH DHHT BB 2 ITHE!
eumpey BLHHIUECH SFOW  uTDeUTS (LPESTEIT SHenLLl
UigsslulLgl. Smpeufur® aam  snsdar Csin
BHIBG BBt eufiLBLD HenL (s (aETBeTTIy
WiTes  SIEMBAEIGTeNGI. [Blovld, &, &SMbml, BT, eumer
GBI} LPOUMSD  SEBBEVEHEMETULID QT & _(HeUDTs
Beowemsa aunfubd gy CoramiwBuTs Senmeuet
G601 2_(HeusulfiuT® FIOWSHH60 BenewihHH!.

FIOWD ) MM IHTUIGO

BB SH IDBATTHIDEDT FEOIPBHHITED

BuBmawiBn sratuaBEE @b FIOW  2_aulTanel
oo BABIT  SIDOLWNT.  @h BTN  nmisenernLl
Gumpstes  sewiewil  aiBemr  SIPEHTOD  DiUBEND
afUCB.  euTapd  LogLY  @eleds  SleuT  (1pHediGev
QETLSSWeientT. Breller CFHTLHHHMSUID (LPlgana
w> wells HeneoulGeo Bleam dbHsas Hos SLenn
SO SUBMILD  ESMET  SIDMLWITT @ LUHw
UL B BHlenevdh@ SLBmINLGEE Weienmi,

allghehmerr, QBTHEIBHILL usTTEFSWITEL STEVLMTHMBLD
uBfiw  ShSSIEST  Em  euenTFA WL baleTera.
OTBBSHMS  (Weenly  sanllsaisdmpid  QuTIpemns
&EHD euenfi&d) QuUBmIsTenar.  Suamed BuibBenaule

BwBmauisT GUTHm®, SBBMO 2 aTTHEH MAFHE THU D ATRGOHMW BLSBIMN®SS BN
FIDW QI PBEDBWT B P BT T Qe T TN LS T ST & Frlp I d: QFM 60605 FHE DS b SBI T UT D VEOBMOB B
SBHWSB ATDIWTTT ~ Fw, GodHSWE AFTBAUTHITOTT Heor B 1CATTHTIDMNT &5 IPHH I 6TO

BIwSIOTTsEpmLWL  Bhanmpiudshssis S
BHSGHIG Oefeural  ude)  Oeuwlul Geeng.
BuBms SIpHenet  sIBHEII LMQUIaTHeMe0 STenyd
BHTEL  DIDEHWITT  (PSHSIUPHEOTS BB  2_(HeDeUF
QabaIOPTsd HASHTTHS S IgeamTT.
‘srereoCu CUISITORIGID Goaf &fHbLSET
CaimenBu GuraiPeomigid Seiatianfp - TEeUTET
BIRIGHE CuTaIH FLS SHeamp BHDAIDES
simE®Car Gurgid rp’ (9IBUSSH HHabstd: 15)
@m  preflsd, amesHS  WMBUS®S 2 By
Crradw  srenysbarebamouler o 66N  &H(HHHe0
Bom o malal  DIW&SCHTBBID CHTEIHWE. HTams0
UB6. 10Tene0, BJea] sl QUTISHISENST OTBBSHMS

SuBmGeor als SuBmemey Ceusiy  HeaTd E(HLenLLl
uepenmseled  OeuslLBHs  aumASIBE.  eramGeu
Bdaren  sLLHH wals  ampalugsGd  Awib
meHGUMLCL @ GsTLTY Bevsowns (paTGeir
QUPALITL (B BOL(LPEOBBNET  UGHSHHIF ClFSIpetT.

STV  (IPH0 @6y eued] QWG el g
QumpdlelT  LIBBHMS waTHed OHTemIB  eUTAPLD
udbdenws @b  BOL(PBEET  psud Qum
sl germT. OEIBa  FWOUWID G  LIGVSBTEILDTE
&H6T  eumpalwellsd EenenibAhHSH. BUBensamL
SHEUIEINTS Hewi(B, mSWMIe il  Cmbehamy ereneni
QUT(DLD GUMDEBMEHEML 6TL0DHSHS HHSHSI-

813,81555 @aaidal i Bareowio
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