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The concept of 'Good Shepherd' is mainly

spoken in Christian religion. But comparative
religious studies have shown to us that the concept
of Good Shepherd
religions.
as Good  Shepherds.

evolved among the people who led

is found in most of the
God or His messengers were considered
This concept must have
the pastoral
life. A good shepherd rears the cattle and brings
them safely to the cattle - shed. Similarly, God,
like the shepherd, looks after the human beings.
This has been taken as an excellent metaphor to
the

people. k Jesusz‘ Christ said '"I am the Good

express the God's gracefulness towards
Shepherd. A good shepherd will give his life
(Jovan, Chapter 10 Verse 11,)

Sacred Al Quoran refers to thedisciples as cattle

for a sheep."

andit insists that stray sheep should be brought
back to the cattle.

Vaishnava religion speaks
One of the
Krishna.

pastoral life ('Gokula valvu)prevails. He Himself

of this concept.
incamations of Lord Vishnu is

Krishna lives in a society where

rears the cattle anduses His sacred flute to
keep the cattle and the human beings in order.
Vaishnava hymns speak highly of this concept.

Nammalvar in his Tiruvaymoli says:

‘Cahae Wowr Sl
STt  Apwrt  ami
Cumamel Olairhls Guseamild

Aecogud mevew Camium@’

THE CONCEPT OF 'GOOD SHEPHERD' : IS IT UNIVERSAL?
Prof. A. Sanmugadas, Ph. D. (Edinburgh), Emeritus Professor.

"The crowded devotees and their devotees and
their devotees are our cows.
They go as Lord's citizens and it is a good

concept.”

Nammalvar refers tothe concept itself. In the
West, itis the sheep, but in the East, especially in

India, it is the cow.

In the light of the above discussion, one
would ask whether this concept of "Good
shepherd” is found in Saiva religion. The

answer isyes. Saint Sundarar in his very first

Tevara Patikam sings as follows:

“preuaiue  prepperar) TaiHwens Hietepail

Cuurilsfs OsisCaar AupersTamel GUDEDET

Camnroluaiiecnens BILITOEIUITAI  HOTTHL
Gavpujer

oyuTaid sSrenmufed weCsvfsver aorCi”

Sundarar refers Lord Shiva as "aya (<wm)
'Shepherd". 'ayam' (eyund) is the herd of cows.
The Lord and the
people are referred to in Saiva Siddhantam as

Pati-Lord of the Soul; and Pacu- the Soul that

relationship between the

has been fettered by Pacam.Here the people are
referred to as 'cows'. Lord Shiva, the Supreme
Being the

as a Good Shepherd guides COWS

through good paths to etemal happiness.

Taking the above facts into consideration,one

can safely say that the concept of 'Good

Shepherd" is Universal.

The article reveals that the concept of "Good Shepherd’,
generally attributed to Christianity is found
in other religions as well.

Edited & Published by Mr. S. Shivasaravanabavan onbehalfofthe Saiva Paripalana Sabai 450, K.K.S Road, Jaffna &
Printed at Bharathi Pathippakam,430,K K.S Road, Jaffna.14.04.2009 (15t Day of Sithirai Thinkal). Phone:021222767¢

19



SbsiFnsand

2
14.04.2009

aMCrd FABsBHang 01

DT

U UNGODY F+aDII

PP euenitsFupd uafmend — 25

. engeuuflumeven  Fenuuler  Liewh

&6 QUTHLGMDOUT0  HenTGleulll

Silb ﬁeme‘o_ SILbHSH  FLOWMHIGB6T 60
WMpUUITETSH6D  DIbETVSHH HHS

I RCE:AEE: 3 )T
& eulILIB BIe e

H&BJ S SHNTEHEHLD
HETEUD BT (ETHLD

snonsGe  (paieubg  meOsTBHS!

2 _gale.

Suppi oo Uleeus

LT}

)]

&)

wmpriuneSSedbs  BIL B
Gamlien,  BaFHSIT, WD
LUTemISBHeBhg CsBred), 0emen
wrend  (peHedwl B RisEnHE,
goming) QFuis yamaulameouied
&ang (500 BBTH5He0) QHmISHE
SI8maETsd FHalFHD B
(QUTHSHBTHET  HHISH ETHE G616
IBUGHPE  Oamsiiend  @HIs
&6) gpubss Sisiurm Gss
68 uaIbms aubHLBGHTHID
Abais  seosumfleE o _usfiiu
FH1E 189984D HLemih SLHErOL
OIS Sl &nlgd SHTLOTEID
GoBOsETamiLalT. SHeamed b
LBGHTmID SGETm (200) U
Bambegl. Bbupwupdee Guf
SID 2_mIHnemILTS B([hHSHeIT
Sl BTVSHSHED WTPLILITERTH 60
poHauTens Bmbhs Hm T. M.
BLDL SLEUTT.

UGSSSSIMB ol dSeTHel

smd Fbgluraledmhs swmais
G GEevadsd sfla (200 Uaeb)

2)

F)

Goafds LadHms 1899 b
21,697 (b
O &sld Bhas SHeoaise
o usflHaH  aubsTTHer.  Si6l
ourm Gafihg Liewiid apum 127 - 69
B pwim ufled
KPS
BTVHH0 LGS HSImDUiG
QTUIFs o HHA0WnesHTTE
BmbHs Hm. B. GuTETEIDLIEOD
DIUTEETTEUIT.

Guigeurf LT HLD

FHWLTGLW.

Qurlgid  FEHUL Leuf

1899 siib ouewip P LOTHLD
@rewiLmb  Had  suLtogm
Gsibe  ewaeuls Uy
(PHTHBET  L6OT  LHSHHHSHIND
gl alprwst  CsmaleiGe
9B &LULLD &y uGSHs
slenmenwd b eUTHSHHTH6I
S16060TBHTT
Gurmensal Uflwg Sriomeld
A,  HBSLLEHO  aurdh
seMeallulL GsTens . 2361

MUIF

HEIHETTEOLISTS

F5D 94 @b, el L $HFHCBW
(HUT 843 5D 94 61UG,60TEISI.

wrptuTeSHedmbs  FHLG
alwrurfseflsd DICHST SO
F(HL(BS
9 6WIQLLIGY

OarlLenaserfled
CuiysemeT  §gB
ubsd SCuULseisd CFibs
Uenisensd Ohais  HeoaiaE
o usflgisalamiser.  Sei
D SMLHFH OFTens  apum
242 - 42 5 551D SGID.

HTHeN OTHMHSLD Buwies:
Ozmems o usfdsam. ‘e
Oprgsnfledwont - o usflés
OzTens "B qpuT 188 - 06
F5LD.

611 60T 63T 1T LI 60T 60) 60T s,

swentt  Gamalevly, U (BLOLLD,
CasmLlg, DN BB emL
LB B RiseiGo0 eumphBHTiT
auertey  @ailedpbeH  Byewih
S|606VG PSS Gl eitenen
EIsemeT  Ehsis HeoaaTileE,
g1 el lHhESTTS6T. B HeamTed
Gsibe Comismui 7172 &b
Sims alBm eubs uewid 124
epuT  14Y% Bl
aurprall  OummeT Geafuugled

FHLOMGLD.

(peTallenl o e SHaUT  “Lomeu
9SS
P06 B BIGETHE ST
SBETTEUT.

GI60T  SIENLDBHSBLILL L

SIS BT6VSH FH60 ‘@psigFur”
aaip  Guwit QETeRiL. BT B
G BILEBISET BLSS UHSHI.
SIFC Qb BT BT BHH60
QUBLD LImISHmd BFFmLSESGS
i glend gled
SiFle uewid CFpeusns 2 _mid
Qeuwigib CETeRILaTE6T. (5.

SlewL_& & aLd

emel. Femr(psd, Hm. RN @i
oMLV  SLAHCwnyTeuT. EH

PUWHG ST  pUT  6IHD | 2 ) WM  GLIBM esiTen  GBTS (WeULD hLIT 225 BWLSHBHH.
WBDD  gHUBGHE  Sieleursl srflaonser, o SHCWTHS (sueTI(HLD)
@l@]&g@m .

B WP EHCET QDITLCOCUHIIT

147, 149, eognared i,

WTPaUTEDTD.

20




	1 (1).bmp
	1 (2).bmp
	1 (3).bmp
	1 (4).bmp
	1 (5).bmp
	1 (6).bmp
	1 (7).bmp
	1 (8).bmp
	1 (9).bmp
	1 (10).bmp
	1 (11).bmp
	1 (12).bmp
	1 (13).bmp
	1 (14).bmp
	1 (15).bmp
	1 (16).bmp
	1 (17).bmp
	1 (18).bmp
	1 (19).bmp
	1 (20).bmp

