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'TUNED IN TO TAMIL

The first Chinese to take part in a contest featuring ancient Tamil Songs Comes in fourth

The wife of
acclaimed
Chinese writer
and Cultural
Medallion
winner Ying Pei
An is making
her own mark
on the cultural
scene - by
singingin Tamil.

Translator Goh
Beng Choo, 57,

Famous Indian - Karnatake came in fourth

Vocalist Sudha Ragunathan this month in
her section of the highly regarded annual Thirumurai
Vocal Competition/ now in its 29th year. There were 28
contestants in the section for adults over 18 and she
received a consolation prize.

The former Straits
Times journalist was the first -
ever Chinese participant in the
contest featuring ancient Tamil
Songs called Thirumurai, which
are recited to praise Hindu gods.

The mother of one
does not understand Tamil. She
was inspired to learn the
poignant songs six years ago
after she walked by the
Singapore Art Museum and
heard Sudha Ragunathan, a
famous classcial Indian Singer,
Performingina concert.

"l was moved to tears by
the energy" she says, and
started taking lessons.

Madam Goh, Who
practises yoga, enjoys
Thirumurai because it helps her
"gi" energy to circulate. In
addition, the songs are calming
and make her feel like she in "in

Goh Beng Choo was moved to tears when she heard
Sudha Ragunathan Singing in Tamil in a concert.

dialogue with an ancient voice"

"Singing these songs makes me feel like | have
found an aim in life", she said. "l want to work towards a
day when | can make people feel happy and calm with
my singing"

To memorise the songs for the competition, she
drew upon her knowledge of both Chinese and Indian
culture.

She says that both Thirumurai and Tang poetry
consist of rhyming verses. Once she realised Thirumurai
verses came in pairs like Chinese couplets, they became
easier to memorise. R

She has lessons every Wednesday at the Sri
Thendayuthapani Temple in Tank Road and practise
reciting the songs from Romanised versions of Tamil
texts.

It was madam Goh's teacher SVaithyanathan,
47, who persuaded her to enter the competition
organized by the Thirumurai
Performance  Organizing
Committee.

Organizers said she
stood out among the
contestants. "We were very
impressed by her
enthusiasm. It is very special,
especially in a Chinese lady,"
says Dr.A.Ra. Sivakumaran,
54, Vice - President of the
Organising Committee.

Madam Goh's husband
and daughter Corrine, 28,
are similarly Proud of her
success.

MrYing, 62, Who owns
a bookshop in North Bridge
Road, Says: "l Love to watch
her sing. On the day of the
competition , | even closed
my Chinese bookshop for the
entire day to see her perform"
By Courtesy of Straits Times.
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IS THERE A GOD?_.~

Prof. A. Sanmugadas, Ph.D. (Edinburgh)

Very often the question " Is there a God?" is
posed from various quarters Normally, those who pose
this type of question expect that it would be answered
with enough evidence and sometimes may expect that it
would be proved scientifically . One important thing that
we all should note is that all truths need not be proved
scientifically. There are many truths which no one
expects to be proved beyond doubt. Proofsare required
only when a truth is not perceived. If someone wants a
logical explanation regarding the existence of God, one
logical reply is: Who asks for proof for the existence of
the air even when nobody physically sees it? When one
can experience that Supreme Being in the self what
other proofis required.

God is omnipresent. He is not just something
that stays in a far off heaven, who would be met with
after death, if one gets to heaven etc., He is right in front
of us. He is right inside us too. He is in each and every
minute of the minute particle Present / void anywhere.

Vedas and Mantras hail the Supreme to be the earth,

the world around and the skies beyond. Mahakavi
Subramaniya Bharati brings that Lord who hails to be the
world around and skies beyond right in front of us on this
earth. He sings.

"ipemLpaE@s GemL ; LACHTS Sleuurey;

QUMLDENIE0)I& O\ IS &EUOTE00TET
"In our life, Our God Kannan (Krishna) is like
umbrella for rain and like food when we are hungry"

When Someone is in a difficult situation, if
somebody comes to help him, he would immediately say
"You have come at this time like God" Yes God comes like
that. Imagine you have to keep an appointment and it is
raining cats and dogs. What can you do? You have to get
to the destination at any cost. You will be happy if you
have an umbrella. Who will give it at that time? At this
time somebody brings an umbrelia to you. What will you
say? Surely you will feel that it is Godsend. It will be the
same when you get food at a time when you are really
hungry. God is so simple. Even the lowest beings could
approach Him and get His blessings.

Sundaramoorthy Swamigal has the following to say:

BB EIT BOTEOTIT (GHLDEIEDTT(B SUBIT
BwmiG Sevefl @nuim| Srhiser

LDWSELD &edLjed] eUTEDTTLD HIsLD
6USTEHEEIT GUTETEUIT HTEDTEUIT 6TEDEOITLD

SwrLounsst BeBiBei Sbeu LS
SiFHS SMTOLDILD ST HeT H60016
Semsiouna Bemiber Smeaup StenL5Ese0r
SzepoauT WS bl LeTaniT 2_smmGeor.
Translation:

Daemons, Kinnaras, Deva of death, Deva of rain,
mobile fire, air, sun and moon, illusionless tiger, monkey,
snake, Vasus, heavenly people and under the earth
people worship Your Holy Feet relentlessly. Seeing the
great glory out of Your grace they have attained, without
any surprise, | surrender to Your Holy Feet, Oh the Lord
of fertile Thiruppunkur!

This gives us a simple explanation how the almighty
God gives His grace not only to great Devas but also to
simple beings like tiger, monkey, snake, etc.,

In general Hinduism considers God not just as the
Supreme All-powerful Gigantic One but also a personal
God Whom the individual can worship out of love and
not necessarily out of fear. The fear brings one only up to
a certain point and beyond that it repels, but love takes
through to the point. Devotion or bhakti as often
referred to is a very key concept in Hinduism, even for
the philosophically inclined ones. It is through devotion,
many have realized the existence of God.

Appar confesses that the God is in his mind and he
has prepared it for Him to be there. He also pleads to
God to cure hisdangerous disease:

QIBEh&FLD2_LD& BaUIlL LonEemelsEae0T
BeweormsT® CUIEILD SmHen Gt
6UERFLDS S OeuLILIG] SHevorBIGILIe0T
uIHCON® SIL &S (pLeSuiL
[BEHEMEBELD 618 EITEMEDT [HE0162ES 6T
[BEIISLO HITHE! STHSILO@er
SliehBFILbeTedT 0l TSNS em&EE151260
lipL LT eoT& gIemm SLbLonGeor.

| kept my mind as a place for you only. I do not know
having spent even a moment without thinking of you. |
have never experienced anything comparable to this
cruelty. Having disabled me bringing together the
intestines with the belly, you neither destroy this disease
which afflicts me like the poison, drawing near me, by
driving it away from coming near me nordo you say Do
not be afraid.

Appar has demonstrated clearly that there is a God
and He will come to relieve us from any difficulties. A
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