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Message from
Director General
Department of Archaeology

| am extremely happy to know that the Archaeology and History Department of the Umversmy
of Jaffna is going to hold an Archaeology Exhibition and Seminars for four days. Jaffna Peninsula is
one of the historically significant places. It is called as "Nagadipa" and ' 'Naganadu" in Pali and Tamil
respectively. Unfortunately, extensive Archaeological research has not been done in this part or, in
the recent past, due to obvious reasons. Now, the situation is favorable for research activities. A
regional government Archaeology Department has been established in Jaffna and active research is
going on with the help of Archaeology graduates. Jaffna has 3000 year old history behind it.
Because of its strategic situation, Jaffna has had cultural and commercial ties with many countries,
especially the ties and influence with South Indian ancient Hindu temples, Mosques and Churches.
Adequate researches have not been done about the Hindu temples. | strongly believe that the

Archaeology Department would make more research and bring out more facts about the Hindu
temples.

Historical monuments are national treasures which reflect our noble past. They must identified
and preserved for our future generations. | hope that the exhibition and seminars would serve the

purpose. | congratulate the Archaeology Department and its Head, Prof. PPushparatnam on this
venture, and | urge. Il to co-operate with him.

| sincerely wish the exhibition and seminars all success.

Senarath Dissanayake
Directore General

Department of Archaeology
Colombo.
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