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THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY

CHAPTER 1,

INTRODUCTION,

.

“That natural feeling which makes a man love his kindred, his counbry
and his nation, is a God given instinct. The Catholic Church recognises it
as such, and fostors it in the hearts of her children.”

‘Catholies and Nationalism' by Revd, S. G. Perera, S..J.

‘The brave man seeks not popular applause

‘Nor o’erpr ered by arms, degerts his cause,
‘Unabashed, though foiled, he does the best ho can,
‘Force is of brutes, but honour is of man,”

In an age like the present when the old order of things
i8 changing—thongh it must be admitted that change does not
always mean progress, for it is often associated with decay—when
ancient eustoms and (raditions, old standards of thought and
modes of living, ideals that men have lived and died for, and social
institntions are all as it were being tried in the furnace, ‘seme

melting away like dvosg, and others coming out as barni b el
purified seven times in the fire, when conflicts of all gorts, religions

and political, are influencing men’s minds, and when powerfol
combinations are being formed to impoge their wills on numerically
wealker brethren. one wilth a knowledge of the horribly devastat-
ing results of the Great World War of 1914-1918 fresh in hig
mind, with the-experience as it were of centuries, gained within
a decade or two, consequent on the marvellons and rapid
discoveries of science, such ag aerial navigation, wireless telegraphy,
life in plants, television, ete. is of opinion that each community
shonld, in the interests ¢f history, and for the pregervation of
their high traditions, vrecord the process of transition which con-
nects its past with the future.

Another valid reason, and an opportune occasion for the pro-
duction of a book of this natare, is the presence in onr midst by
Divine Decreé of a wise, able mdughteous Gowvernor of Ceylon,
like Hig Excellency Sir Herbert James Stanley, K. M G.. who
has come for the first time to this Igland, and who would himself
very naturally hke to know. as much as possible of the varions
communities over whom he rules, and who comprise the total
population of thig beautiful sea-girt land of Lanka.
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s THE CEYLON CHETTY COMNUNTIY

The acensation has frequently and véry rightly been laid at
the door of the Ceylonese by some European gentlemen of great
learning and distinction, evidently with the hest of intentions,
that Tittle or no interest is taken by the people of Ceylon in their
own past history, and doubtless many a son of Lanka wonld, in
the privacy of his chamber, conscious of his gin of omisgion, have
smitten his breast with cries of Paceavi’ 'Peccavi’. But that is ne
reason why the members of 2 communily who in almost every
field of thonght and endeavour distingunished themselves and ghed
lustre on the land of their birth, “played an important part in the
history of this Island”, “enviched the Bench, the Bar. the State,
Medicine and commerce by worthy representatives’, “been 2
greal force for good in the conntry”, “among the pioneers
of trade in Ceylon ” and also among the “ pioneers of Christian
civilization ” (Vide Appendix A.) should hide their heads with
shame, merely beeanse they ave small in nnnbers, and belong to
a ‘minority’ community, although in respect of literacy, the
Ceylon Chetty Community may well be clags “1 among the most
cultured communities in Eorope and Asia.

To salisly the pertinent curiosity of my readers, I would
briefly allude Lere only to a few who have passed away from us,
and agk those who may be further interested in the persons
mentioned, to refer to other parts of this book for additional
information :—

1. Simon de Melho—A very opaolent and influential
Mudaliyar of the Governor’s Gate (Rasa Vasgal), and Adigar, as
well as ‘Head of the Protestant Chetties’ who was attached to the
personal staff of no less than len Duteh Governors, including the
wicked Governor Peter Vuysl and the good Governor and great
scholar Baron Von Imhoff. He died at Colombo in October, 1756
and was huried with hononrs at the Pettah Burial ground.

. 2. Michael Jurie Ondache (Ondaatjie) A celebrated
Physician of the Palace at Tanjore who was invited by the first
Duteh Governor of Ceylon to cure his Lady of a very serious
ailment. His snceess made the Governor his friend, anl in
appreciation of his marvellons and rapid cure, ‘Ondache’
(Ondaatjie) was appointed First Doctor of the Town of Colombo.
He becanfe a convert to Christianity, and wus the Founder of the
Ceylonese family which bears that name. He died in Colombo
in 1714, leaving considerable property which he received as
. ‘accommedesans’ from the Dutch Government.,

3. TandavaM. P, Aserappa.—An original Chetty settler in
Ceylon, who arrived from Negapatam, India, in his own vessel.
He was the Founder of the Aserappa family in Ceylon (1665),
Sir Roper Lethbridge deseribes him as a ™ wealthy merchant and
ship owner.” Among his descendants were the late Proctors
John de M, and Solomen L. Aserappa of Colombao.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



- THE ~EYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY 3

4. Qaspar Kasi-setty.—(Caspar Casiechetty) Founder of *..e
well known family -of Casiechettys in Ceylon. He came over
from Alvar Tinnevelly in 8. India to Ceylon about 1620. His
descendants have held various regponsible offices under Govern-
ment, and have algo been successful buginess men.

9. Abraham Rodrigo Devanasa Moottookistna.—A worthy
scion of a noble family—who was the first Tamil Mudaliyar of
the Governor's Gate at Jaffna under British Rule, He was
Adigar, and "Head of the Protestant Chetties’ in the Northern
Provinece about 1816, and first Warden of the then newly bhuilt
Church of St. Thomas’, Colombo, to which His Kxcellency
Lieutenant General Sir Robert Brownrigg, Governor of Ceylon
presentad the sacred Vessels and in eonnection with which Chureh
Lady Brownrigg at her own expense built a commodious school-
room for the girls of this special community. Among his
deseendants was the late Christopher Muttukisina, Interpreter
Modeliar. Kandy. -

6. Revd. Philip de Melho.—A celebrated Divine, Biblical
Translator, Lingnist and Poet, and the first Ceylonese who was
admitied to the Christian Ministry and that at a very early age.
Hisg great learning and indefatigable work in the cause of
religions eduecation and civilization earned for him the titles of
“ Rabbi de Melho” and ‘“the Great Labourer”. He was
educated in the Duich Seminary at Colombo, where he had a
most brilliant career and afterwards became the Reetor of that
Seminary. He was licensed to preach before attaining the age
of 21, and officiated in Duteh, Portnguese and Tamil, He was
anthor of peveral books, and among his prineipal works are
Tamil versions of nearly the whole of the Old Testament from
the original Hebrew and the New Testament from the original.
He wag horn in Colombo on 23rd April 1723, and died on 10th
Angust, 1790.

( Vide ‘Tamil Plutarch’ by District Judge Simon Casiechetty,

Beeton’s Biographieal Dictionary. de.)

7. Revd. William Juriaan Ondaatjie—An eminent clergy-
man who dnring the Dutch period baptized about 1600 inhabi-
tants in the Northern Provinee during one Parochial "tour. He
was a fellow student of the Dutch Governor Imam Falck at
Utrecht University, and was later Rector of the Duteh Seminagy
in Colombo. On higerstarn from Holland to Colombo, with his
wite, Hermina Qnint of Amsterdam, he was stationed in
lolombo, where on June 18th 1758 his son” Dr. Peter Juriaan
Quint Ondaatjie, of Europesan fame, was born.

8. Revd. Manuel McGrgappa.—J1. U. D. (Leyden). A dis-
tingnished Divine and Lingunist who held responsible posts
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4 THE OEYLON CHETTY COMMAINITY ~

<ring the Duteh period and was Presbytevian Chaplain at Jaffna
at one time. On vetirement from active service he drew a
pension from the Bast India Company (1796). He issaid to have
had a conversation with Governor North in Tatin on one
oceassion, He was a descendant of Christopher Morgappa, a
merchant who had permanently settled in Coylon over 200 years
ago.

9. Dr. Peter Philip Juriaan Quint Ondaatjie.—A. L, M.,
J. U. D,, Ph. D. (Utrecht and Leyden).—A lineal descendant of
Michael Jurie Ondache of Ceylon, who was Physician to the first
Dateh Governor. Dr. Qnint Ondaatjie had a rhost brilliant and
very distinguished geholastic career, and obtained the Degree of
Doctor of Philosophy and of the Liberal Sciences at the early
age of nineteen. He was an eminent, palriotic Reformer,
warrior, stalesman and orator, as well as author. In 1811
Napoleon I. nominated him member of the Imperial Council of
Prizes, and in 1814 under the auspices of William I. he was
named a member of the IMigh Court of Justi~e of the Nether-
lands, He was the first dsiatic who figured in European
history. Some of his descendants are now permanently seitled
in Batavia, Java, and S8owerabayo. Born'June 18th 1758 in Colombo,
Died in the Netherlands on 20th A pril, 1818.

(Vide Memm‘fais of Dy, Peter Quint Juriagan Ondaatile by
Mrs. Davies. See also ‘Leisure Hour' for March, 186 ?7.)

10. Aanthony Pieris Aserappa.—An extensive landed pro-
prietor and merchant, who had agencies in Negapatam, Bombay
and Caleutta, during Dutech Rule. Several of his descendants
have distingnished themselves in the Learned Professions and
also in varions other walks of life. He died on 9th October, 1813.

11. Simon de Rosairo.—Adigar and prineipal landholder
in the Calpentyn District who wielded very great influence, He
i said to have handed over the keys of the Fort at Calpentyn to
the British General under orders from the Duich Government,
He was a conlemporary of Major.du Capelli who first introduced
the grape vine into Calpentyn. Adigar de Rosairo was buried in
the DL‘ch-h_Reformed Church now known as St. Peter's, Kalpitiya.

12. Major Peter Philip Christian Oortmaan Ondaatjie.—
Received his early education in France and arrived with his
parents in Batavia in 1816, He was appointed Major of the
Engineers on 10th Octolier, 1839 and was ereated Knight of the
Military Order of~Prince William of Orange on 20th February
1840, in appreciation of his signal services in the Bast. He
built the forlifications in Java, and a siatue was erected to hig -
memory in a very prominent place tlere. Born at Ulrecht 18th
January 1804, and died at Sowerabaya on 6th November, 1841,
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THE TEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY D

13. M. A. Rodrigo Pullenayagem,—Like Johan Christe el
Fernando Palle Chettiar who owned extengive lands at Jampettah
(John’s-petai) in Colombo,—was a chief of the Tamil inhabitants
of Colombo about 1770. Among his descendants were Bastian
Rodrigo Pallenayagem, Kacheri Mudaliyar of Puttalam, Solomon
R. Pallenayagem, (Registrar) and Peter R. Pullenayagem
(Munieipal Inspector),

14. Simon Casiechetty.—c. C. 8., Distriet Judge of Chilaw
and Calpentyn, was the anthor of several books, and a c¢elebrated
Orviental Scholar, whose History of the Tamil Queen Alliar-
asani, published prior to the Coronation of Her Most Gracious
Majesty Queen Victoria and presented to her, elicited consider-
able admiration and comment at the time. e was the first
Ceylonese who fought for the employment of natives of Ceylon
in the higher grades of the gervice. He entertained their Lord-
ships Chief Justice W. 0. Carr and Dr. James Chapman, D. D.
first Tord Bishop of Colombo, on the occagion of their official
vigit to Calpentyn in 1848, and while Distriet Judge of Chilaw,
laid the foundation stone (blessed by Very Revd. Father Oruna)
of the present substantial and imposing sacred edifice of St
Mary’s, Chilaw, which faces the sea. He was the firsi Ceylonese
Civil Servant and about 1843 was Member of the Legislative -
Council of Ceylon representing the Tamils and the Moors.
Born 21st March 1807, died on 20th November 1860. He was
buried near his mother within St. Mary’s Church, Kalpitiya,
Three sons viz. Aloysing, Forbes and Isidore, besides several
daughterg survived him. The late Manuel Casiechitty, landed
Proprietor, Kandy was a son-in-law of his and Mrs. Abraham
Morgappa ot Calpentyn was his sister-in-law.

15. Revd.Christian David.—Born 17th Angust 1771, Died
Sth May 1852. Who was a diseiple of Frederick Schwartsz, was the
first Tamil ordained Anglican Minigler. He was a pions priest
and celebrated preacher, /st Tamil Colonial Chaplain of Jaffna,
and Superintendent of about lorty seven schools in the Nopshern
Province. By his marriage with Misgs Muttukistna he had several
children one of whom was Revd. Solomon David, born 14ih
April 1798, who rendered useful service lo Government during
the Rebellion of 1848, and who died in 1862. Revd. Christian
David of Kotahena, Colombo who faithlnlly served in the Church
of England very many years, was hig grandson,

16. Henry Francis Muttakistna.—#irst Tamil Barrister in
Asia (1849) was educated both in Ceylon and at Calentta in early
life, and afterwards entered Oriel College Oxford. He was
apprenticed under Sir Anthony Oliphant (afterwards Chief
Justice), ard was a yery brilliant lawyer, orator, and scholar, and
was a valnable member of the Commitiee for revising the Thesa-
walamai Laws of Jalfna. e was at various times Deputy Queen’s
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6 THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMTNITY

A "vocate, and Member of the Legislative Ceuncil. and practised his
profession with very great success both in Geylon and at Madura
in South India. He was presented to His Majesty in England,
- and on his retirement from active service, resided in England
with his wife, and died there withont issme, leaving a large
fortune. His portrait adorns the walls of the Town Library in
Jaffna.

17. Revd. Jan Franciscus.—was a convert to Christianity,
and eventually becamea Predikant during early Dutch Rule. He
published a Church Catechism in 1778 and was known to some
as ' Francis Swami.’ Among his descendants were William
Franciscus, at first Presbyterian Chaplain at Jaffna, afterwards
an Anglican Proponent at St. Thomas,” Church, Colombo, and
Barrister J. W. Franciscus who practised hig profession in Ceylon,
and afterwards regided at Bangalore in South India.

18. Tironander Francis Nonis Malleappa.—1750—18186.
was a learned and pious Proponent during Duteh Rule and
ancestor of the Ceylonese tamily of Malleappas, ntost of whom were
engaged in religious and educational work ; one of them, at first
a teacher at Colombo viz. Charles Malleappal was afterwards a
Maniagar in the Puttlam District. Wilmot Horton Malleappa to
whose memory there is a brass tablet on a wall at St. Thomag’
Church Colombo, and was connected with that Church as a
Catechist, for halt a century was another of hig lineal desecendants.

19. Domingo Benedict Anandappa.—An Ayurvedic Physi-
cian of the Duteh period and ancestor of the Roman Catholiec Chetty
families of that name, among whom were a "Head of the Chetties’
at Calpentyn, (1825), the first Cashier of the Post Office Colombo
(D. B. Anandappa) during the Postmaster (Gteneralship of Louis
Sansoni. a Doctor, and several Brokers and Shroffs.

20. Revd. Johan Jurgen Ondaatjie.—who was a clerk at
Bt. Thomas' Church Colombo, and Translator and Interpreter in
the Supreme Court (1817) snecessively, was eventually the firat
Colonial Chaplain at St. Thomas’ Church, Colombo 1835—1847.
He was also an Ex-oflicio member of the Ceylon Central Secliool
Commission. It was during his Chaplainey (hat on his petition
Rt. Revd:s Dr. George Trevor Spencer (Bishop of Madrag)
consecrated St. Thomas' Chureh, Colombo.

® 21. dabriel Casiechetty.—Born 1779. Gate Mudaliyar and
Distriet Madaliyar of Calpentyn who discovered Pearl banls off
Carradivoe, in the wieinity of his Disltriet, in congequence of which
a Fighery was held in March 1832 which brought a considerable
income to the Ceylon Government.

22. Don Simon de Melho Wannigerkoon.—The last male
descendant of the distinguished Chetty family of De Melhos, was
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THE EYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY -

Chief Tamil Mudaliyaz of -the Governor’s Gate, ‘Head’® of '.e
Protestant Chetties ~ in  Colombo, and Chief Shroff of the
Metropoelitan Kacheri, in which responsible office he gerved the
Ceylon Government efficiently, honourably and faithfnlly for
Jorty bwo years. He died, deeply lamented by all who knew
him, on 11th June 1840, al Hill Street, Colombo, and was buried
at the Pettah Burial Ground in (he family vault.

23. John Elaardus Jurgen Ondaatjie eldest son of Dr,
Quint Ondaatjie. He was a resident of Borneo, and acquired
much fame as the discoverer of wvaluable coul mines there, and
in Java. 7

24. Canon Gabriel Rodrigo Muttukistna was educated at
. M. S, Institnte, Cotta, at St. Thomag' Sehool, Colombo. and at
Bishop’s College, Caleutta. He possessed the rarve distinetion of
heing a Canon of the Cathedral in Ceylon. He was forsometime
the Head-master of St, Thomas® School, and also Examining
Chaplain to the Bishop of Colombo, and Member of the Tamil
Bible Revision Commiltee. He wag regponsible tor several impor-
tant improvements to St. Thomag® Chureb, Colombo during his
chaplainey there. He resided at Muttnkistna Street (now known
as Pickering’'s Road, Kotahena) Colombo, and died on 19th
Novamber, 1861 at Hill Street, Colombo and was buried near his
mother in the churchyard at 8t. Thomas’ Chureh, Colombo.

25. The Revd. Gabriel Jurgen Ondaatjie.—A very zealous,
able and devoted Preacher who during the latter period of Dutch
Rule frequently iinistered with wvery great acceptance at the
Presbhyterian Church at Wollendabl, and since the erection of
8t. Thomas' Church, became its first Proponent and Colonial
Chaplain, Among his distinguished descendants was Mrv. Frank
Ondaatjie a very godly and learned Baptist Missionary of sterling
integrity and independence. who laboured in the Lord’s
vineyard at Madampe, Ratnapura and Colpetty. He was also a
fully qualified Snrveyor.

- 26. John Rodrige Moothiah ¢. €. 5.—O0f the Pullenayagam
family, was a very distinguished seholar and Lingnist, and was
Distriet Judge of Kayls, and Sub-Collector of Customs. Died Hth
October, 1844. .

(Vide Jaffna “Morning Star.’)

27. Matthew P. Jurgen Ondaatjie.—A lineal descendant of
the original settler in Ceylon, Michal Jurie Ondache. Matthew
Ondaatjie was a senior Officer of the Colonial Secretary’s Office
in charge of the Financial and Military Department about 1850, -
He supplied Mrs. Davies and Simon Casiechilty, ©. €. 8. with
considerable information for the publication of the Memorials and
Times of Dr. Quint Ondaatjie, and sketch of the life of Rev. P. de
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8. THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY

P,
Me ho in the Tamil Plutarch, respectively” _On-rretivement from
service in Ceylon, he resided in London, where he died, leaving
1o issne.

28. John de Melho Aserappa.—Son of Pedro Pieris Asorappa
(who died in December, 1844.) was a wealthy landed proprietor.
Proctor of the Supreme Court, and forsometime Police Magistiate
at Avisawella, e was a great supporter of the work of the
Church Missionary Society in Ceylon, Some of hig descendants
1]]2(\]'8 now permanently settled in London, Died 29th December,

L A F

29. The Revd. G. N. Canjemanaden, 0. 5. B.—The first
Ceylon Chetty who entered the Roman Catholie Priesthood—was
ordained in Rome on 11th April, 1868. He led a most anstere
and devoted life and died in Colombo on Sth February, 1878 and
was buried at St, Mary’s Church at Chekkn 8t, Golombe.

30. The Revd.Father Jerome Masillamony, who abandoned
a lucrative secular career, and joined the Catholic Migsion was
another zealous Minister, who was for some time in charge of the
Parish at Kotahena, Colombo, and after u life of great nselnlness

- and service died in 1895.

31. Dr. Simon Rodrigo Muttukistna.—M. D. (Kdin.) one of
the earliest in Ceylon who obtained that Degree in o British Univer-
sity. He wag [or some time Port Surgeon in Colombo.

32, Dr. William Charles Ondaatjie.—Mm. 8, A, An alum-
nus of the Medical College Calentta, first Ceylonese Dirvector
ol the Botanical Gardeng, who was also at one time in charge of
the Government Civil Hospital Colombo (1862.) ITis * observations
on the vegetable produets of Caylon’ (1850) elicited considerable
admirvation. His introduction of (he Olive plant into Ceylon, and
the nse of the Madder, for dyeing various articles which resulted
in considerable profil Lo Government about 1844, gained consider-
able celebrity for him,

33. Dr.Simon de Melho Aserappa.—M. D. (Edin.) The
first Ceylonese who obtained the Degree of Troctor of Medicine of
a British University, and the first Chiet Medical Officer of Health
of the Colombo Muniecipalily, on whose snggestion the ineinerator
tor burning refuse. was adopled in Ceylon and elsewhere,

34. Advocate Philip de Melho Jurgen Ondaatijie.—An
eminent lawyer and geholar, who was the first Tamil Crown
TCoungel for the Island. He was for a time Member of the Legis-
lative Couneil of Ceylon, vepresenting both Tamils znd Moors.
Among his descendants are distingnished Tawyers, who have
also proved an acquisition Lo the Beneh.
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THE CUYYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY ¢

35. John Paul Casiechitty.—Son of Caspar (agiechit.y
Shroff Mudaliyar of Seven Korles. A highly efficient and intrepid
officer who while Mudaliyar at Kn runegala, wielded considerable
influence, and worked at great risk to life, property and office
in-unigson with His Excellency Lord Torrington, Governor of
Ceylon, Government Agent Mr, Layard, and others, in quelling the

:' .. Kamtunegala Rebellion of 1848, Among his sons were Mudaliyar

Spencer 8. Casiechitty, Interpreter Mudaliyar, H. M. Casiechitty,
and Municipal Inspector B, A, Casiechitty.

36. Emmanuel F. de Rosairo.—J. P., U. P. M., Distriet
Mudaliyar of Calpentyn, Salt Superintendent and Deputy Fizseal—
A lineal descendant of Adigar Simon de Rosairo, and son-in-law

© of Abraham Morgappa, Sub-Colleetor of Customs Calpentyn, and

close relative of J. M. de Rosairo, Becretary District Court
Puttalam, and Shioff Muadaliyar Anthony de Rosairo also of
Pattalam, He administered his District very capably and honour-
ably, and maiutained the dignity of his office, till his death in 1909.

37. The Revd. Simon Dederick Jurgen Ondaatjie.—Born
12th May, 1817. Died 16th Aungust 1885. Son of Revd. Johan
Jurgen Ondaatjie, was the last Tamil Colonial Chaplain of Ceylon.
He received his early education at the (. M. 8. Institution at
Cotta, the Colombo Academy (now known as the Royal College,
Colombo,) where he distingnished himself, and completed his
edueation at Bishop's College, Calcutta. He was ordained on 6th
September, 1840 at Madras, He was not only a great scholar, bhut
a very independent and fearless speaker, and a very able preacher.
He was algo an Examiner of Civil Servants in Tamil, Secrelary
and Treasurer of the Jamsetjee Jeejibhoy’s Seholarship Fund, Kx-
amining Chaplain to the Bishop of Colombo and served on
various important Committees,

38. S. L. Aserappa.—Proctor, Colomho, was one of the
Foundation Students of 8t. Thomas' College, Colombo, and was
later on, apprenticed under the distingunished Advoecate Charles
Ambrose Lorensz, and practised his profession for forty years in
the Metropolis. He was a Senior Member of the Bar at the time
of his death, IIis portrait adorns the walls of the Law Chambers
in Colombo, Born 7th Jannary 1837. Died 31st Ai‘lgust,_l 902,

38. William Jurgen Ondaatjie.—Mudaliyar of the Gover-
nor's Gate, and the First Shroff of the First Bank in Ceylon
(1847). He was a trusted and trustworthy officer, and in
recognition of his services received a gold medal from the Banlk
Manager and staff in 1850, and on entering Government Service,
was rewarded with a Gate Mudaliyarship in apprecialion of his
long and faithful service, He died without issne, leaving
congiderable ~vealth. .

39. Charles Piers Aserappa.—Under—gradnate of the
Calcutta University, and Tator at|St, Thomas’ College, Colombo.
)
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~10 THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. X
. bright scholar who won prizes and (hsﬁn(,tlc'ns in Mathematics,
Theologly and Classics, and led a most exemplary life. He was
agon of Proctor 8. 1. Aserappa. Ile died as the vesult ofa
eyele aceident in the prime of his life. Born 1st Dee. 1871, died 9th
June 1894. He was buried in the family grave at the General
Cemotery at Kanatte (Borella,) Colombe.

40. John J. Casiechetty.—C.C.8., B.A., B.C.L, First Univer-
sity Seholar in Ceylon. and First Bachelor of Civil Laws in
Asia, a great Scholar, Linguist and Author. He was at various
times Distriet Judge of Kayts, Malara, and Panadura. His son
BEdward Cagiechetty was President of Village Tribumals in the
Fastern Provinee the duties of which office he dischargedadmirably
and in the conrse of which he met with an untimely end.

41. Dr. Philip Brito.—M.B.C.M ; Born at Madampe 7th April
1856, An able Physician; Lecturer and Examiner in the Ceylon
Medieal College, He wasa brother of Advoeate Christopher
Brito, B. A,, and grandgen of Valaide Pulle Gurunatha Pulle of
Mampury, a wealthy landed proprietor of the Calpentyn Disgtriet.

42. W. B. Paulickpulie a rvelative of C. B. Paulickpulle,
Maniagar of Puattalum (1837) was a landed proprietor at Chilaw,
and one of the earlicst to have been licensed to practise as a
Proctor in that District (abont 1842). Among his descendants
are a retived Beeretary of the Digtriet Court and a Proctor, Doctor
and Schoolmaster.

43. Aloysius Mt. Carmel Casiechetty B. 18353.—Proctor
and Notary of Puttalam, son of Distriet Judge Bimon Cagiechetty
of Calpentyn. He wasa snecessful lTawyer and wealthy landed
proprietor ag well. He had no surviving male issoe.

44, Adam Muttukumaru—was a Proctor who practiged his
profession at Pattalam with great sucecess. He was a close relative
of the late Dr. Philip Muttuenmaru, M.B.C.M., who was a very suc-
cessful Medical Practitioner, and who Iater in life regided at
Nuwara-Eliya till his death. They were the descendants of Adam
(Cfaderavail Pulle who was borvied in the Duteh Reformed
Church now known ag St Peter's Chureh, Kalpitiya.

45, Arthur L. R. Aserappa, B. \.—Advocate, Colombo, was a
Lrilliant.Schiolar, Linguist, and Lawyer, whe won high scholastic
distinetions at an early age. He was the firsi Ceylonese who won
the Cambridge Junior Exhibition. He wasalso Jamsetjic Jejeebhoy
“Scholar at the Medical College at Calentta, and obtained the
Degree of Bachelor of Arvts at theage of 19, He was at varions
times appointed Examiner in Law, Crown Counsel for the Island,
Folice Magistrate, Commissioner of Reguests and Digtriet Judge
Colombo, His name appeared on the panels of 8St. Thomas'
College daring the time of Warden Miller., A périrait of him
adorns the walls of the Colombo Law Library., Born 17th Augusi.
1867, Died 12th January, 1921,
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46. James Chitty.—A very able and well known Advocal=
of the Melropolitan Rar, who often acted ag Crown Coungel for
the Island. Te was the son of Mr. €. Suppramanian Chitty who
jointly with his brother Abraham Puvinayagam presented a
Bell to 8t, Thomas® Chureh, Colombo. One of his brothers is now
an Advoeate in Colombo.

47, W, N. 5. Aserappa (. C. 8.—Advocate, who often acted
as Crown Counsel for the Island, Manicipal Magistrate Colombo
Deputy Fiseal Colombo, and was Police Magistrate and Additional,
District Judge Negombo, He was also nominated at one time as
Member of the Legislative Couneil of Ceylon. Born 21st December,
1864, died 8th August, 1928.

Besides 1he above mentioned arve several descendants of

Christian Clietty ancestors either on the maternal or paternal

side, who have shed lustre on the land of lheir birth, among
waom may he mentioned Rai Babadur Justice Muttunayagam
who wage for many years Senior Puisne Justice of Travancore,
one of whose ancestors was Magdalene Jurgen Ondaatjie. Another
guch deseendant was Rev. G. AL H. Arndt, 3. A. who was al one
time acting Warden of St. Thomas College Colombo, whose
ancestore were Johan Charles Arndt and Antonella de Melho
daughter of Rev. P, de Melho of the Christian ~ Chetty
Community, Gute Mudaliyar Edmund Gooneratne of the Southern
Provinee who tor gome time acted as Maha Muadaliyar of Ceylon,
whose ancestors were Mnadaliyar Don Juan IHlangaloon of Talpe
Patlu and Saganna de Mellio, danghter ol Gate Muadaliyar Simon
de Melho (Adigar) of the Ceylon Chetty Community, was anolher.
The wealthy and distinguished Doetor W. P. Rogers, J1.P,, F.R.G.8.,
pregently of Ceylon, son of the respected Mudaliyar Rogers
Aragaratnam, (Seerelary of the District Court of Jaffna) and his
wife Thangaratnam Bogers, nee Miss Muttukistna ot the Christian
Chetty Community is also another instance. According tothe
diary of Sir John Doyle, Bart, the gallant and distinguished
Mudalivar Don Adrian Wijesinghe Jayawardene 1805 is also of
(thetty descent, some of whose deseendants have adorned nol only
t he Bench and Bar, but are among the most honoured and
distingnished Military Officers in the Islaud. 7

Sirange tosay that no censns was taken of the Ceylan Chetties
nor even of the Colombo Christian Chetties who are nof governed
by the Thesewalamai Laws of Jaffna, but the reference in the
Ceylon Gazette of 26th July 1815 to the presence of aboul 250
Protestant Chetties at the firsé service held at a Church, in

Colombo, well over a century ago, ig some evidence that there

must have been many other Chetties, some Protestants who did
not altend that particular Serviee, ag well as Roman Catholie and
Healhen Ceylon Chetties i Colombo ilself, not to speak of the
(Chetties who inhabited other parts of the Island such as Galle,
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Jaltna, Chilaw, Calpentyn, &e. &e. We lgarn farther from 'The
Ce ylon Gazstteer' published about 1833 thas the Zamils resident
in Colombo were mostly Chetties, which clearly indicates that the
large influx of Tamils inte Colombo from various other parts of
Ceylon, and India, is of vecent date and later than 1833, Bat
whatever the result of a mere connting of heads’ may be in this
progressive age, it caunot be denied that he frue worth of a
community, nation or even army, does not depend on size or
numbers, but upon the part they played in the past higtory of
Ceylon, in proportion to their numbers, the impress they left for
good, and (heir present worth and loyalty to the Government which
safe guards theirinterests. That mere numbers should not be
made the eriterion of worth or wisdom has been exemplified
frequently sinee the time of Onr Lovd, when the large maltitude
cried out with a lond voice ‘Crueify Him, Croeify Him’. That
worth does not depend on numbers is  evident from what the

" Most Revd., the Metropolitan of India and Ceylon and Lord
Bishop of Calentia De. Reginald Stephen Copleston, n, D., D. Lit ;
D, C. L.y &e., &e. says in hig estimable work on ‘Paddhism’ which
we may well lay to heart :—

"Truth is not measured nor even is significance by numbers
The small nation for instance of Jews, the little cities of Greece
" and Rome, while she was still confined to Ttaly—these have made
contributions to the development of mankind, compared with
which what has hitherto been done by the multitudes of Iniia
or of China is as nothing,’

Stimulated by a senge of national consciousness and legik-
mate communal pride, during this period of political reforms and
social reconstruction, with a patriotism in no way diminighed hy a
very firm belief in Christianity, with a striet wateh on himself
lest subtly the judgment of things becomes deflected hy (he egoistic
motive, and despite the opposition in certain quarters, and the
criticisms the writer was threatened with, he entered upon this self
imposed tagk, involving considerable time and labour, suljjecting
the information he obtained both oral and docnimen tary, by every
honest means in his power, to the rays of seruliny and verifica-
tion, not ascending very lofty heights where mists of anliguity
obscure the truth, nor expatiating on circumstances embalined
in ‘traditions relying on those scholars who may eare to peruse
thig little hrochure for thatindulgence, which the writer knows is
very readily aceorded by the learned, such as they are, to men
like him, who can lay no claim to that very honourable title,

I confess I am a wan of limited abilities; and T am also fally
congeious of my -mgmy short-comings. But what 84y those
thoroughly qualified to express opinions about me ?

The Right Reverend Dr. B, A, Copleston, D. D., Lowd Bishop
of Colombo, who was nearly fifty years in Ceylon, and for
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guarter of a century administered the Diocese of Colombo wich
conspicuous ability, svriting under date 22. 1. 24. says :—

*T have much pleasure in testifying to the respectable birth
and ancestry of Mr. Antony T, Aserappa, and to the good social
status of the family to which he belongs.

He himself studied at St. Thomas’ College and at Bishop’s
College, Calentta.”

That great scholar, striet disciplinarian. and suceessful educa-
tionist, the Ven'ble H. ¥. Miller, M, A. Warden of St. Thomas’
College and Archdeacon of Colomhe, some years ago, wrote as
follows :—

** As regards his moral character, it would be impossible to
speak too highly. His conduet was always in the truest sense of
the word exemplary......and hig thorough trustworthiness, his
courteons manners and his sleady behaviour will make him a
desirable addition 7 &e, &e.

The Mogt Revd. Dr. R. 8. Copleston, b, b., D, LIT., D. ¢. L.,
&c. &e. who as Lord Bishop of Colombo for half a centary
administered the Diocese in Ceylon with great wigdom and
remarkable success, and was atterwards translated to Caleutta as
Metropolitan of India and Ceylon, and Lord Bishop of Caleutta,
writing from the Palace at Clalentta (throngh his Chaplain) said:

“ It is pleasant to him to read Warden Miller’s testimonial,
though it was not needed, since the Bishop is already qnite -
convinced of the facts which it states ",

The Right Revd. De. Mark Carpenfer Garnier b. D., the
present zealons and pious Lord Bishop of Colombo writes :—

“T am deeply conscions of the services you have rendered to
former Bishops of this Diocese, and I trust I may be allowed to
look to you for any help you may be able to give me from time
lo time as I reguire it.”

I'he Ven'ble F. H. de Winton, M. a., Fellow of Jesus College
Oxford, who for very many years was Arzhdeacon of Colombo,
and acted as Commissary to the Metropolitan of India, and also to
the Lord Bishop of Colombo, writes :—

“Ho belongs to a well known and very regpectable family
and ig a thovoughly reliable man and a sineere Christian.”

The Yen'ble F. L. Beven, M. A,, the learned and deveut
Archdeacon of Jaffna, in his preface to a short history of the
Church of St. Panl’s Petlah says :—" I must thank Mr. €. David
and Me. A. F. Aserappa for notes which they sent me from
authorities to which I have not had access.”

The Rewd. C. Henry, Bishop’s Chaplain and Incumbent of
St Thomas’ Choreh Colombe, in his ‘Centenary Record of
St. Thomas' Chureh Colombo’ p. 29, says 1 —
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o “ Mr. Aendt...founded the St. Thomas»Union, an association
for the mental, morval and spiritual culture of*the young men, and
of which he was President and My, Antony F. Agerappa, Secre-
tary and Treasurer. The Lectures, Enlertainments and ontings in
connection with these are a pleasant and happy recollection to
many a young man that has now entered middle age ™.

Mr. E. Reimers the distinguished Government Archivist of
Ceylon says:—

"My, Aserappa’s able and exbanstive articles on the Chetly
Community of Ceylon, have to a certain extent, regened Irom
obscurity a Community who have played an important part in
the higlory of the Izland .

The Hon'ble Sir 8. (. Obeyesekere Knight, who tor wvery
many years was the respecied reprosentative of the Low Country
Sinhalege Community in the Logislative Counecil of Ceylon, wrote
as tollows :(—

Dear Mr. Agerappa =

e It I8 miost distressing to us to feel that there are none of
the members of Muttukistna, Ondaatjie and Casiechetty familiss

_ oceupying prominent positions in the Public Service, as they did

till recently. Iven of Lthe Aserappa family except 3 or 4 of you,
where are the rest ?
3 The remedy is to be found in inspiring those that remain
with feelings like yours, getting them adequately to value
‘character,” and helping them to properly educate themselves,
You all should act in unity and for the common canse withont
forgetting that other communities of the saie plane as yours, are
your hest friends,

With kind regaris,

Yours sincerely,

8. C. OBEYRSEKERE,

With eredentials such as these, and unwilling in the slightest
degree to wound the tender snseceptibilities of any of his fellow-
men, the Swriter has endeavoured to produce a history of the
Ceylon Chetty Community, without intentionally omitting facts
reslonnding to the eredit of any person, and well aware that the
fable of the miller and the ass most eloquently admonishes him as
to the impraeticability ofl pleasing every body. Albeit, he hasnat
hid facts worthy of mention, even snch as “we have heard and

* known, and such as onr fathers have told us,” from the children
of the generations to come, that their posterity might know it, to
the intent that when they came up, they might shew their
children the same.”
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It is well lrowever that the writer should state that owing to
the absence of family records. due in some eases to the terrible
ravages of white anls, and various other cauges, his references to
some members and tamiliesiwould be somewhat meagre, for he
admits that he did not arrogate the privilege of bestowing pedigrees,
attributing notable events or making any rash statements,
However, if in spite of all his honest efforts and caution, errors
are detected—and perfeclion swe know can never be found on this

‘gide of the grave—he trusts they wounld be merely clerical and
not eardinal.

Gladly indeed would he have sat with humble docility at the
feet of some Gamaliel who delved into thig special subject and
wasg a master of il, if indeed he ecounld have found such a one,
instead of himself venturing to speak with authority, but since
that effort proved ahortive, he thought he should never shrink
from discharging any duty because of its difficulty, nor be
deterred by opposition.

He regrets that this work has been greally delayed, owing to
the numerons difficulties he had to contend with, and incidents
well nigh intolerable, which €60 pained the ear and sickened the
heart, that he preferred, whenever possible, to repair to some vast -
wilderness, some houndless contiguity of shade’ where rumours
of oppression and deceit would never reach him, and where away
from ‘eivilized’ towns, and the ‘madding erowd’s ignoble strife’ he
could find some little rest and solace. The place which tallied
somewhat with these conditiong, and to swhich he could have had
access, was no other than Kalpitive (formerly known as Calpentyn)
sitrated a hundred miles and more away from the Metropolis
of the Island. 1%iere hag he often sat, literally as well as meta-
phorically, like the children of Igrael of old as recorded in Holy
writ, in time of rest and peace, ‘'under our own vine,” and under
our mango tree, with the fruit of Canaan the pomegranate, within
casy reach, very frequently on summer days, enjoying ‘gratefnl
coolness in the heat.” That ancient Town, which is not connected
by Railway, Telegraph or Telephone with the rest of the
Island, where no English School, Reading Room or Library exists,
but which during Portugnese Rule possessed a Oaﬂmllc Seminary,
and was a recognised seat of learning, is the place whete fo- day no
Latin accents reach onr ears, nor Greelk's sublimer gounds, where
all is drearvy all is dull, all one long monotony, but * where wealth
accumulates, while men decay,” Ilowever, there still stand as
remnants of pristine glory, the bare stone wallg of the old Dutch
Fort of 1749 with itg interior sbructures fotally demolished,
and the sacred and historic edilice known ag 8. Peter’s
Church, =ow in a dilapidated condition, where long years
agon, were shellered within its walls, the celebrated Robert
Knox and his fellow captives ; within which hallowed precinets,
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and in the yard around, are now resting peacefally in long neg-
lected graves both distingnished Europeans, And eminent songand
daughters of Lanka, whom neither storied nrn nor animated bust
could call back to their mansions, thongh the very mention of
soie names even at this distant period, would revive fond memo-
rieg of the past. (Vide ‘Calpentyn Past and Present’ by Antoniug’
in the Ceylon Daily News of December 16, 1925.) In that Town
onee lived and prospered during the Portugnese and Dutch periods,
and even durving early British rule, Europeans, Burghers and*
Christian Chetty faniilies, ag well as others, and there too were
born both Indian and Ceylon Civil Servants, ineluding the com-
piler of the “Ceylon Gazetteer ; and it is while staying there, and
in Colombo, the place of his bivth, that he has written the pages
of this book, which he bequeaths as his legacy to the youth
of Ceylon of to-day, and lo the generations yet unborn, not with
a view to foster prond netions in the minds of the yvounger
generation, nor as compengating for their deficiencies or demerits,
butasan incentive to noble deeds, to encourage firm loyalty to one’s
own Religion and the State, toaid in the preservation of the high
traditions of the best families, and for the imitation of the good
examples of those who lived useful and honourable lives, and ;
‘When they died, had left a lotty name
‘A light, a landmark, on the cliffs of fame.’

And this book does e now bequeath in the spirit whiclh anima-
ted that distinguished son of a distinguished Ceylon Tamil, Doctor
Peter Philip Jurgen Quint Ondaatjie, of European fame, who was
horn on 18th June 1758 in Colombo, and who in presenting his
map of the Republic to the National Assembly composed of hig
fellow Citizens in Batavia, over a hundred and forty years ago
wrote thus:—

* Citizen Representatives ! Silver or gold for immortalizing
remarkable events by memorials, | possess not. But that which
my own invention and industry has produced, that which was
designed in silence to be offered to you on the first aunspicious
oceagion for the service and use of my countrymen.......
Receive, Citizen Representatives, this work of mine, as an offering
presented on the Alfar of Liberty, to onr meritorions heroes.’

Your approbation is a sufficient reward for my zeal. Greeting
and respect” 1!

. I desire at the outset, to inform my readers that I have no
prejodice against any class or community in the Island, and that
the Chetty Community as @ whole, has for centuries past,
maintained very ffiendly velations with afl communities in
TCeylon, and in vain would one look for any record of any
frietion having occurred at any time throughont the lorg history
of this ancient isle of Lanka, in which this eommunity figured,
though they always maintained their own high traditions, and
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. never sold their birthright for ‘amess of poltage” But in this

age of onrs, when some people evince a tendency to ignore, or
speal contemptuously of, their immediate ancestors, forgelting
the good work done by them in the past, and when one hears of

‘minority * communities sometimes referred to with scant respect,
it is necessary to exercise that natural feeling, (in defence of
those dead and gone, and in the cause of the few and weak)
which males a man love his coantry, and his kindred, which is a
God-given instinet, and whlch the Clatholic Chureh fosters in our
hearts. As for the young ‘moderns’ of both sexes in all parts of
the world, whose very existence and present condition, is due, in
many c'ases, to their anceslors [rom whom they hzwe inherited
large fortunes, beantiful estates, palatial houses, anlique furniture,
rare and valnable bools, physical characteristics, virtues, ete., it
ig hardly necessary to remind them, that they may have their
‘equals’ in the next cenlury, speaking t‘]isparagingly (probably
wilh even greater force and emphasgis than lhe ‘moderns’ of
to-day) of {heir ancestors, of the present generation.

Pelsona]h speaking, I stand Tor progress ; nor am I a blind
and unreasoning opponent of all change, but I must confess that
I have a veneration for the past, the glories of which modern
excavations often reveal, that I walue eduecation, and regard
“eharvacter” and ‘ spiritnality * as of far greater importance than
mere wealth and ranf.

Though born of Christian Chetty parents, descended from
Christian Chetty grand-parents and great-grand parents hoth on
the patérnal and maternal sides, nurged on the lap of a Christian
molher, bred in a Christian home, edneated in Christian Colleges
both. in Colombo and at Caleutta by Christian teachers,
encompagsed by Christian literature, living in a country
administered hy a Chrigtian Governor (and a Counecil of various
religionists) and having had the privilege of the ennobling
mﬂupm,eﬂ ol Christian Prelales in the Metropolis of Lanka, and in
the ‘ City of Palaces’ in India, for well over quarter of a centur ¥y
I must by no means suppress the expression of the fact, that
there are some things beautifnl and true which I have learnt, and
some qualities which I have inherited from my Saivite ancestors,
who have had a eivilization of three thousand years or morve : while
1 dave not deny that some of the precepts of Buddhist philosophy
promulgated before the birth of Christ, ave to me bereft of gran-
deur ; nor should I fail to confess that I sincerely admire in Isla-
mism the duty of open and nunabashed acknowledgement of God
and His anthorily, in every department of life, while it gives to
us & wholesome example of zeal in the propagation of the faith
which they helieve, and the necessity of inculeating abstinence.

At the commencement of this Chapter I stated that we were
pasmng through a period of ftransition, such as justified the

(3)
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production of a boolc of this nature. An examination of the
condition of affairs that exist in India and Ceylon would
enlighten the reader as rvegards this matter. A distinguighed
Professor of Philosophy in an Indian Government College who
gome months ago delivered a lecture al the Y. M. C. A. Colombo
presided over by Rt. Rev. Dr. Mark Carpenter Garnier, D.D.,
Lord Bishop of Colombo, speaking with personal experience of
over forty years in the every day life of India thus summed up
(as reported in a local newapaper) the situation in India. He said
‘it was marked by the most extreme lension—communal, social,
religions tension—caste against caste, suspicion on every side,
parochialism of an extremely prononnced type, every Provinee
against every other Provinee, all India looking with suspicion
npon the Huropean Government and non-official Europeans,
Hindus regarding with grave suspicion the Mohamedang, and
Mohamedans the Hindus ; Hindug within themselves, Bralmins
against non-Brahming ......... Hindu Moslem feeling was never
more tenge ov hitter than it was in India to-day. There then
aroge in the Madras Presidency what was called the non-Brahmin
movement, Hinda Society was divided against itself....... Each
gection of the community felt that it had some particnlar right to
he where it was, which was not recognized by other communities,
nay more, each section of the people felt that they were irue
childeen of the goil, and had a prior right to existence in the
Indian Continent than any one else, and they resented bitlerly
what seemed to them, the unfair intrusion by undesirable aliens,
whose entry into Indian history cansed all the conditions which
they felt modern India was faced with.’

Such, said that distinguished Professor of Philosophy,
(Mr. Raju) is the pregent sitnation in India.

It ig different, in little Ceylon. Here the Tamils for several
ecenturies, thongh not continnously, exercised congiderable influence
over Sinhalese national life, and at one period the Hindus and
Sinhalege became mingled with the population of the island ;
and dnving the last three or four hundred years, constant contact
and familiarity with European nationsg benefilted both Sinhalese
and Tamils, with the regult that racial prejudice and eommunal’
ill-feelin@ are not 8o strong here as in India, though the struggle
for scats in the present Reformed Conncil, daring the last
electiong, afforded some evidence of their existence. In Ceylon
at present, speaking of the Christians of to-day, whatever their
nationality, they do not consider it a gin to violate ihe rules
of that ancien! institution known as Caste, which was a scientifie
clagsification of labour, originally based on mutual co-operation
and good will, and which as an element of social order;, withstood
the onglaught of ages, though in course of time it was prostituted

to suit selfish ends, “
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Here, at prasent with the growth of so-called Democracy,
only a small minority of 200,000 voters elect representatives to
ghape the politieal destiny and control the affairs of a very large
majority of 4,500,000 inhabitants.

It is perhaps open to question whether in Ceylon to-day
thera exists no thirst for power, no desive for self agerandisement,
no digregard for tle welfare of the poor labourer, no yearning
to establish an ‘avistocracy’ of wealth, no domineering spirvit
which prevents others from enjoying the liberties that some
valua for themselyes, and mno powerful combinalions hereft of
apirituality, toimpose their wills on numerically weaker hrethren;
but the ummnistakeable evidence alforded, as reported in loeal
newspapers, of acts of violence and grave misdeeds, want of

sincerity and trnthfulness, testify to the great nded of deterrent

punishment, and a high standard of moral rightecusness. Albeit,
in Ceylon at present, speculation is rife as regards the vast
possibilities for good in the power of the Special Commissioners
on the Congtitution, and the permanent benefit to Ceylon by the
visit of the gaintly Reformer Mahatma Ghandi : while all Lanka
hailg with pleasure the pregence in our midst of a wise and ahle
Governor as Sir Herbert James Stanley K. 0. M. @, who on the
very day of hlS arrival in Colombo, with egual justice to
‘majority’ and ‘minority’ communities, ag individual loyal
gubjeets of His most Gracious Majesty the King Emperor, ex-

pressed the hope of ‘a united Ceylon, all happily pulling .

together.’

History teaches us that no commnunity in the world, large
or small can boast of an idealistic state of society, or claim
exemiption from vicissitudes and defects which all Hesh is heir to,
It behoves each community therefore to endeavour to remedy
the wrongs and defects they deplore, regarding the regrets
of the past a8 their gunardian angels for the future, with a
view to reform themselves, in thid age of ours, so as to leave
the world a little better than we found it.

And in thig conneetion, I wounld respectfully submit for the
sober reflection of the members of various communities, large
and small, inhabiting this Island, and morve especially of the
Ceylon Chetty Community, the wise counsel embodied in the
language of Demosthenes :—

*“If in the past, O men of Athens, you had done everything
that was right and had come to this predicament, the prospect
would be gloomy indeed !! Just beeange I have shown you how
wrong you hiave gone in the past, yon may look at your present
troubles as something curahble.”

Truth ~demands the admission that the Ceylon Chelly
("ommumly which had produced a galaxy of eminent Ceylonese,
is o " minority’ community as compared numerically with some
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other communitieg, and that members of it are scattered through-
out the Island, bnt in an age such as this, regarded agone of love
and sacrifice, when the strong should help the wealk, the rich
should befriend the poor, and majorities should even make
coneegsions to minoritieg, the true worth of a community, or
individnoal, ip not to be judged by size or numbers, nor even
by ponnds sterling or pounds awvoirdupois. The Right Hon’ble
Lord Curzen (late Viceroy of India) wriling in the ‘Review of
Reviews” in 1908 said.

“ The Empire was not acquived in a it of abssnce of mind.
It was the resnlt of three cenluries of effort. The test of ils
worth wag not size, but the work done, the bad things wiped ont,
the generval impress left on the well being of mankind.”

The erudite scholav and historian Mr. L. E. Blaze, M. A. in
the conrge of a lecture delivered in the Duteh Borgher Union
Hall, in November 1926 on the subject ‘THolland among the
Nations’ said as follows :

“The true greatness ol a nation was nof to he measured by
such externals as size, population or wealth, just as a man’s
greatness did not depend on the bulk of his body, or his purse
or his social position. A man is to be judged by his influence
on the progress of the world.”

And is it not veasonable to ask whether the small band
of Christian Mariyrs whose blood was the geed of the Church,
who worked unaggresgively and loyally, during the regimé of
pagan Emperors, have not done miore for mankind, than the vast
Roman Empire, viewed in the light of modern religions history 7

What the Divine destiny of each Communily in Oeylon is,
no man can predict, or how each would appear eenturies after,
in the perspective of Ceylon Hislory, none can say, but the mere
fact thal a eommunity or nation is at present numerically wealk,
or thatits members are scattered in wvarious parts, should net he
considered a bar to its futnre progress and prosperity, nor to its
solidarity either, though some faint hearts may think that they
stand in jeopardy every hour. Bnt in this age of ours when we
gee Lhe scattered members of the children of Israel, the descen-
dants ofe~the ancient Jews, fulfilling the purposes of God for
which they were preserved (hrough the ages, by their return to
their own land, and the strenglhening of their national selidarity,

ow can we doubt that if it be God’s will, a little one ean become
a thousgand, and a small people a great nation ?

Some three "Thundred years ago, through the efforts of a
chivalrous and noble spirit like Shivaji, there rose a mighty and
resplendent nation, the Great Mahratla Empire, from a race that
had long geemed dead, while within the last one hundred and
fifty years, the oppressed Burghers of Utrecht found in thie noble
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gpirit of Doctor Peter Philip Quint Jurgen Ondaatjie. the gon of
a distinguished Cey*on Christian Chetty Divine, the fearless
champion of their liberties who fought * with his tongue, his
pen, and his sword.”

I referved carlier to the friendliness which exigted between
the Chellies and other communities in the Island. Many of
these Chetties had the benefit of comradeship with the best
families of various communities in it, and lived in a spirit of
sober fellowship, and not in a spirit of selflove, for the Chetties
of old Lknew that the great and permanent things of the spirvit
have been founded on love and sympathetic understanding, and
not built on hate. They always endeavoured to foster cordial
ties of sympathy and trust, refraining from interference in other
peoples inlernal eoneerns, and were always ready Lo servein
each other’s wider interests, as indeed they are to-day, nol by
cutting themgelves off from their ancient heritage and tradilions,
their gocial acenmulations, their intellectual gains, their charac-
teristic advantages of hereditary Chrigtianity, but by contribnting
of their diversity to the common cause, the welfare of “a
nnited Ceylon, all happily pulling together.”

With respect to the pleasant relalions that existed belween
the Chetties and high-elags Colombo families of other commu-
nities we have the letter published elsewhere of the late Hon,
Sir 8. (., Obeyegekere where he gays that ‘other communites
of the same plane as yowrs, are your best friends.

The Rev. 8. G. Perera 8, J. in his address on ‘ Catholics and
Nationalism’ said :—" The Singhalese and the Ceylon Tamils
have been go intimately associated in history and have been
subjected to the same influences, and [or so long a time, that
the bonds which hind them together eannot be severed by such
petty things as the allocation of Couneil seats.”

The Jate Mohotti Mudaligar Mr. F, E. Gooneratne, Thombnu
Holder of the Galle District, for thirty years, and autlhor of the
* Lhandesi Kalei’ or Duteh times, in a letter dated 31st March
1920 says. “Beyond donbt the respectable Sinhalese families
and Burghers respected the Chetty gentry of the olden times.
At the weddings and funerals of the high class Sinhalese
families, invariably the high class Chetties were invited.”

The following extract from a speech delivered by a distin-
gnished Colonial Chaplain of the Christian Chetty Community, at
a meeting of the Anglican Dioecese held in Colombo so long ago
as 1865 illustrates the good feeling that existed between the
Chetly Comwmmunity and the European Community in Ceylon.
He gaid: “All were eager [or matorial improvements—such
as roads, bridges, railways and doeks—and he was glad indeed
to gee the Tgland being se benefitted by Furopean Capilal and
enterprise, and Weslegrn Science being so diffused amongst
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Eastern peoples—all this was good and mecessary, &e. On the
other hand, a highly distinguished Huropeass member of Parlia-
ment, Right Hon'ble W, E. Thompson Sharpe, who for wvery
many years was Government Agent in Ceylon, and knew  the
various communities very well, addressing a letter to a member
of the Ceylon Chelty Community, Advocate Aserappa, expressive
of his kindly feelings towards the Chetties, gays I hope to
have still better accounts in the future....of the Chetty race... I
beliave they have a great future before them, and shall be indeed
thankful if anything I have been able to do, to show sympathy
with them in the common Brotherhood of our common Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, helps to that end,”

Reference iz made elsewhere in thig book to the benefits,
conferred on Ceylon, and the Ceylonese, by individual members
of the European Community, but as affording oneinstance of the
very kindly feeling which some members of the European Com-
munity engaged in secular work entertained towards Ceylonese
in general, I would guote a letter addressed to the Secretary of
the Post '1nc1 Telegraph Union by that learnea and highly dis-
tinguished Dirvector General of Ceylon Telegraphs, and Patron
of the Union, Mr. Ernest O, Walkel' Companion of the Indian

- Empire, and Author of a ‘Romance of Ceylon.’ The letter

speaks for itself........
CGeneral Post Office
23rd December 1894,
Dear Mr. Aserappa : ; : ; . : "

I am glad to think thatI sha.Il be kindly remembered, and
the fact that you have rveferred to in yonr address, that~ our
relations have always been cordial is, you may be suve, to me,
a gource of particular salisfaction.

Sympathy in your difficulties I have always felt, and
separated although I shall be from your environment in this
lovely island, be cevtain that your welfare will always be of
interest to me, and that I ghall always retain a kindly feeling
tor you all.

I am

. very truly yours,
E. 0. WALKER.

© (Bee also ‘Interestmg facts abont ancient families’ by
* Franciseo’ in the ‘Ceylon Independent’ of Ma.y Oth 1923 .
‘Colléetions and Re-collections’ by Mark Antony in the Caylon
Independent of July 2, 1925-26.)

But apart from the general kindly feeling which existed
between members of the Chetty Community and the other com-
munities, Christian Chetties have been also the recipients of
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Gubernatorial kindness and special favour, during ihe Dutch
and early British period, while worth and merit were also duly
recognised.

We quote a very few inslances in proof of our slatement,
such as,

The appointment of Michael Jurie Ondaalche ag first Doclor
of the Town of Colombo and Chief Surgeon of the Hospital, by
the first Dutch Governor of Colombo, in recognition of his special
abilities, and marvellons cures.

The concession granted in 1749 by the Dutelh Governor Van
Gollenesse who recognised Philippns de Melho’s exceptionally
brilliant scholastic career, and permitted his ordination in Ceylon,
as a special exception to the general rule then in vogue that
candidales should be ordained in Holland only, and not locally.

The recognition in 1736 by the Duteh Governor Schreuder of
Rev, P. de Melho's worth, and request that he shonld undertake
the translation of {he New Testament from the original Greek
into Tamil.

The nomination of Doetor Peter Quint Jurgen Ondaatjie as the
Leader of the Burglers of Utrecht, and the bestowal of the
*Freedom of the Cily ’ on him : and the ereation of Major Philip
Christian Qortmann Ondaatjie as Knight of the Military Order
of Prince William of Orange.

The grant in 1760 by their Despatch of 5th August of the
Supreme Government of the Netherlands Council to Revd. P. de
Melho *the unsolicited extraordinary augmentation from eighty
to one hundred floring a month, as an evident token how readily
on our part we reward faithful services.”

The fact that in 1815 His Excellency Sir Robert Brownrigg
laid the foundation stone, and built 8t. Thomas’ Chnrch
Colombo, and algo presented spacred vessels to the Church ; and
Lady Brownrigg mainly at her own expense, erected a com-
modious School on the premises for the use of the children
belonging to this eomiunity.

i

he honour conferred in 1816 by the King of Holland,
formerly Prince of Orange, who donated seven hundred florins
and an allowance of one hundred floring a month to Doctor Peter
Philip Quint J. Ondaatjie in recognition of his very distin-
guished gervices. _ 5

The appointment of Doclor Simoa de Melho Aserappa, first
Ceylonese Doctor of Medicine of a British UUniversity, as the first
Chief Medical Officer of Health of the Town of Colombo.

The nomination in 1833 by H, E. Sir Robt. Wilmot Horton,
Governor of Ceylon, of 3imon Casiechelty of Calpentyn, as
Member of the Legislative Ceylon, in appreciation of his book
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entitled the * Ceylon Gazetteer.” And the fact that Hig Excel-
lency’s son-in-lasv  and Private Seeretary, Hon. Mr. Tufnell
also assured Mr. Casie Chitty of * the utmost enconragement and
aggistance which might be in his power to afford.” The cir-
camstance that the latter also received the thanks of the Royal
Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, and of H. E.
General Sir Edward Barnes Commander-in-Chief of India, for
hig Essay on the manners and customs of the different Castes,
and was also given a donation of eighty guineas.

Among various ether ingtances of personal kindness on the
part of Governorg, Government Agents, and other distingnished
Kunropeans towards members of the Christian Chetty Community,
may Le mentioned the presence of H. E. Bir Robert Brownrigg
and his distingnished friends at the opening Service of 3. Thomasg’
Chureh Colombo, His Exeellency’s special regard for the Tamil
CUolonial Chaplain of Jaffna (Revd. (¢, David); the presence of
His Excellency Sir Robert Wilmot Horton, Governor of Ceylon
and geveral of iis guestg, at a Fancy Dress Ball given by members
of the Ceylon Chetty Community, at Chetties” Quarters’ Colombo
in 1333, the great friendship whicli existed between Caplain and
Mrs. Isaac Foster, (Commandant of Ceylon Rifles) and District
Judge Simon Casie Chitty of Calpentyn, and that of Government
Agents C. . Layard, and J. N. Mooyart and John Paul Casie-
chitty District Mudaliyar of Hapitigam, abont the period of the
_ Administration of H., E, Lovd Torrington Governer of Ceylon,
besides many other similar instances. The presentation of gold
medals, and bestowal of titles, e, g., Gate Madaliyar, and Muadaliyar,
to Messrs. Gabriel Casiechitty (1802), Devanasa Rodrigo Muttu-
kistna (1816), Nicholas Jurgen Ondaatjie (1848), William Jurgen
Ondaatjie, (both by the Manager of the Bank in 1850, andalso by
Government atterwards), John Casiechitty of Calpentyn, Dayid
de Rosairo, Spencer 5. Cagiechitty and others who have departed
this life, may also be quoted as instances on record, of honour
conferred by varvious Governors to members of the Ceylon
Christian Chetty Community long years ago.

Some wounld perhaps regard this little hislory as a very
helated attempt fo write an account of the Ceylon Chetiy Com-
munily, who as Tamiliang are the inheritors of a civilization and
cultnre of at least three thounsand years, and who even as a
distinet ‘Ceylon Chetty Community’are by no means of mushroom
growth, for their intellectual and social status was not acquired
in a decade or two, nor even in filty or a handred years, but
has survived centurics. And it is well long years should lapse
hefore the produllion of a correct history of any natien or
community, for not only svould time have revealed falge-
hoods and fietions, for truth is strong and wonld prevail,
(and facts too are very stubborn “things,) but also because
common experience teaches ms, that we cannot gauge the
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full height of a lafty tosver, or a pompous edifice, by standing in
too close proximity teit. To huve a right perspective, we must
stand some good diglance away. Those Ceylonese of old were
like great monnfaing and high towers, and to form a correct
estimate of them, it is necessary thal some distance of time
should precede the narvation of the history of the community to
which they belong. Herodotus we are told wrote the History ol
the Grecks a thousand years after the epoch inseribed npon
marbles of Paros, and it was not till five hundred and forty years
after the foundation of Rome, and not {ill the second Cartheginian
War, did Fabins Piclor write the History of Rome.

This work may well be regarded as merely a compilation of
faets obtained fromn varions sources. [ must not however here
omit to render special thanks to those few friends who encouraged
me in the progress ol this work for the good of the Community,
and for the genoral upliftment of Ceylonese youth : nor can I
fail Lo menlion with feelings of deep gratitude the wvaluable
agsistunce I oblained at various times, from the highly competent
and eminent Government Arvehivist of Ceylon, My. Edmund
Reimers, whose travels in Euarope and elsewhere, and oppor-
tunities rm regearch, combined with vast loeal experience, have
been and are, of imymense benefit to thig Colony., 1 am also deeply
indebted to the learned and distinguished Professor Dr, E, (.
Godee Molsbergeon of the Landsarchivaris, Batavia, and to his
asgistant Mr. P. C. Bloys Van Tresbong Prius for the informa-
tion they kmtlly gave me, gleaned from the important collection
known as * Personalia.’

Finally, let me indulge in the hope thal this period of
political unrest and discord in Ceylon, would soon terminate,
that the era of moral righteousness would speedily dawn on us,
and now that there has come in the person of His Hxcellency Siv
Herbert James Stanley, K. 0. M. 6., a Governor of Ceylon, who
would golve all our problems and rule ug with righteousness and
equily, this lovely isle, this fatherland of mine, wounld enjoy
uninterrupted peace and abundant prosperity durving his admnin-
istralion, and that the Representatives in Council of the various
Communities would be enabled to proclaim to their respective
constituents, ag did Dr. Peter Qnint Ondaatjie of Eurcpean fame
on 'Tth March 1785 to the oppressed Citizens of Utrecht ;—

" (o quietly and (-heeljuily to your homes, tell it to your
wives and children, and impress it on your children’s children,
that harmony between such honest Governors and Cilizens
can accomplish anything.” ’
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CHAPTER II.

TaE ORIGIN OF THE CEYLON CHEITIES—THEIR ANCIENT
STATUS—AND PERMANENT SETTLEMENTS—THEIR
HousEs—DRESS AND DOMESTIC HABITS, &C &C.

« Men will seldom be found to cherish reminiscences in which they
or their predocessors have appeared to disadvantage, or in which they
themselves have been unfortunate, unless there is a preponderance of
great men and great actions, to outweigh at some period of the history,
while they will nevertheless carefully and proudly perpetuate everything
in any dogree soever administering to their honour. Hence all history.”

* Deylon and its dependencies ' by Charles Pridham
“ History like charity should begin at home."”
His Excellency Sir Herbert James Stanley, K. C. M. .,
Governor of Ceylon ; address al a Ceylon College, on his
first visit to it =

The Ceylon Chetties who are the descendants of ancient

gettlers, and have permanent and abiding interests in this
Island, and are composed of Christians who possess the
characteristics of hereditary Christianity, as well as Hindus, are
o branch of the Tamnil race, and according to the ancient eclassi-
fication of the social ingtitution in Ceylon as deseribed by
sminent scholars like Revd, Father Beschi, Revd. Philip de
Melho, Simon Casiechetty €. ¢. 8. Digtrict Judge of Chilaw and
Jalpentyn, Selkirk, and others, belong to the grade known as
‘Tana Vaisyas, Ag Tamilians, they belong to the Drawidian
stoelz, as at present understood, though it is well to confess that
the culture and civilization of both Aryans and Dravidians, which
have bheen complementary one to the other, is their comimon
heritage, while the two races have been 8o intermingled since the
dawn of history, that it would require a person of most exira-
ordinary abilities to prove beyond all manner of doubt thata
Ceylonese is a pure Arvyan or pure Dravidian both by &leod and
cultire.

In a.worlc[ which is now gradually being regarded as one
country, and in which God has made of one blpod all nations.
who from cur standpoint, would finally be in one fold and under
‘one Shepherd (a not far-off event towards which religionists by
dropping off acecretions, superstitions, erroncous views, &e,,
geem to be moyving), I deem it foreign to my purpose, to
accentnate differences hetween the two races, by expatiating on
the glories of either Aryang or Dravidiang, thongh I shall have to
make some reference to them in the interests of historieal trath.

Sir John Hewitt in his book on the ‘'Prehistoric Ruling
Races ’ says that the Dravidians were of all the great races of
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antiquity the fipst to-systematise agriculture, and archmology
confirms it. There i also conclusive proof of the aristic develop-
ment of the Dravidian races in prehistoric times. The
Adrichanallar remains of bronze figures of a variety of domestic
animals, and of fillets of gold beaten very thin confirm it’,
Dr. Maglean says with regard to Dravidian Astronomy that the
fishermen of the South dependeut on the moon’s phases for their
operations, early developed a primitive lunar computation.’
Hon. Mr. K. Balasingham, M. L. ¢.—in the course of a lecture
delivered some years ago on ' Our place in the civilization of the
anecient world’ (vide pamphlet) said that it was in purely Dravid-
ian surroundings that Indian Philosophy was developed, and that
to Krishna who wasa Dravidian god is ageribed the Bhagavad Gita
where said the Leeturer, he teaches the highest philosophy of
duty.’ Some scholavs assert that Indian teak was found in the
ruing of ‘ Ur of the Chaldees,” a matter of about four thougand
years ago, and the belief that the mummies in the Pyramids of
Beypl were shrouded in Indian musling, afford evidence of the
antiguwity of Drcvidian commerce. That distinguished Professor
of Philogophy in an Indian Government College, (Mr. Raju) said in
the conrse of a lecture delivered in the Y, M, C. A. at Colombo,
some months ago “You conld imagine how poverty stricken India
would have heen, if the milliong of Dravidian people who were
now her children had no part or lot in India,” and referring to
the dryans he said, * If they looked back into the perspective of

history, it would be noticed that India’s religion, its philosophy,

its culture, its literature, its art, had been so much the contribu-
tion of dryans.”’

The Aryans arve said to have entered India through the
North-Wesl Passes, traversing the Punjab, and to have settled
down North of theVenkatta Hills, while the Dravidians (includ-
ing the ancient Tamilians) who are supposed to have inhabited
India prior te the Aryans, and who Professor Slater of the
Madras Universily thinks are a Mediterranean people, are des-
eribed by some writers to have entered India in pre-historic
{imes, teaversing Baluchistan—which probably accounts for the
survival of a Dravidian langnage there. It shonld further be
noted that the recent discoveries at Har-appa and Moghenjodaro
afford indieations as to the resemblance of the Sumerian
ethnic type and the Dravidians. Other schelars are of
opinion that the Dravidians entered India from the South,
traversing part of the now submerged Oriental continent
which extended from Afriea to India ineluding Ceylon, and
on to Australia, depicted in anecient Roman maps and known
as Limurike’ or ‘Damnrika. The caravan trade between
Egypt and the Sonth of India across Arabia, during the time
of the Hebrew Patriavchs, Joseph, Benjamin and others, in all
probability, was carried on by the use of this overland route.
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The large Oriental Continent which connecied Feoypt and
Australia with Ceylon, and Lhereby the Northern parts of India,
including Allababad, (prior to the notable Deluges of 2300 B. C.,
and 230 B. C., respectively, which were responsible for gradually
redacing Ceylon to an Island), afforded scope for extensive
overland travelling, and il is therefore not surpriging to hear that
the aborigines of Australin are said to be associated with the
Dravidians of India.

Bimon Cagiechetty, Distrigt Judge of Chilaw and Calpentyn
writing abont a eentury ago, says that “‘from inseriptions
discoverd in the Malabar Districts, and resemblance of characters
to those on the pillar at Allahabad (vide Asiatic Researches
Vol. vii,, p. 14) a conelusion is drawn that the aboriginal
inhabitants of Cevlon and those of Allahabad ace of one and
the same stock " and adds that some of the characters exhibit
a striking similavity to the Cadmean letters, and that it is
probable therefore that either Allababad or Ceylon received their
original popnlation from Greece or Tonia (OE)”]OI_! Gazelteer p, 51.)

- With regard to the geographical position of Ceylon the land
of our fathers and forefathers Mons. Brurnard ina memoir inseried
in the “ Asiatic Journal”™ of May 1821, says that this Island
formerly comprehended a greater extent of tervilory than it now
does, and that a considerahle portion has bsen engulphed by some
violent convulsion of nature’. The compiler of the “ Coylon

7 - Gazetteer” supported this view by stating that ‘not only is it so by
the general appearance of the coast, but that the traditions enrrent
among the natives duving hig time, place the ciladel of Rawana
where the Bagges are sitnated, and give the Island a dimension
of 700 yojanas in the remotest period’, and adds further”that

» Deluges may have gradnally rednced Ceylon to an Island, and
been respongible for cutting off the aborigines of Ceylon from
Allahabad, and confining the Sinhalese as a separate nation within

Ceylon.
= It may here be mentioned for the benefit of young readers
B of this little book that ‘ Dravida’® was the name by which the

country oceupied hy the ancient Tamilians and others Soulh of
the Venkatta Hills, (which included the portions under the old
Cheran, Cholan and Pandyan Kings,) was known, and that
* eminenl scholars are of opinion that the ancient Tamilians were

a xace allied to the Aceadians and Chaldmeans of old.
g The name by which thig Community is known, viz., Chetty’,
possibly identical with the term ‘Setti’ or “Sheti’ an honorifie
= « appellation for the.Parsee and Borah, is applied usnally to those
. of the trading castes, which aceording to the classification made
by the aneient Lawgiver Mann ranks thied in that social system,
and falls wader the main divigion commonly known as * Vaisyas’
or more correctly Tana-Vaisyas, the word ‘Vaisiva’ meaning

‘give and take’ or ‘ buy and sell’, v
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The word ‘ Ghetty® a soeial distinetive term applied to the
Vaisiva caste, in Tam?l ‘ Setti’ as_in ° Setli-talamai’ Head of the
Chetties, ‘Setti-chena”, ' Cheddi-kulam’, and in Sinhalese " Hetti’
as in * Hetti-varuge’ of Chetty descent, which appear in names
snch as Aadi-hetty ', ‘ Hetli-avachehi’, and places like °Tletti-
mulla’, &e., indicales some sort of association with members cf
this community, Ancient writers tell us that the term " Sali’ was
used in speaking of vich merchants in China, that the merchants
in the Coromandel coasts 8o long ago as 1210 were known by the
Chinese and others as * Ohitties’, and that the word °Sitn’ mean-
ing a wealthy person geems akin toit. At any rate it may safely
be inferred that the word ‘Chetties ! involved the ideas of trade
and wealth,

The earlieat record where mention ig made of Chetties, is we
believe what is found in the Mahawansa Vol. IIL, p. 238
(eollection of Bmldhi&t tracts edited by Edward Upbam, and
collected by Sir BdWard Johnstone) where we read that the
geven sons of King Mallawa of Mallawa Rata, enguired of the
way to eome to this Island of Ceylaon from seven different castes
of Malabar Chetties, and that some of them also accompanied them
to Ceylon, all with snitable presents to the then King of Ceylon,
which when duly and eeremoniously presented, the donors of the
gaid gifts obtained titles such as Rajah-Wanniah, Rajahguru
Mudianse, Mallawa Bandara, Hetti-Bandara, &e. &ec., and in
addition received grants engraven on slabs from the King -
who bastowed as gifts, villapes such as Kelanya, Toppu, Ballagala,
;Botalla, Hettimulla, &c., marked out and granted free from duties
‘to remain as long as the sun and moon endure ”.

Among thoge who eame from India with presents to the
King of Ceylon were Epologama Hetti Bandara, Modaltawa
Chetly and others,

That there were men of very great consegnence among
the ancient Chetties who permanently settled in Ceylon is
evident from the fact that so far back as 1205 A.D., there was the
name of ' Knlnnda-Hetti® a Minister of very great influence,
ingeribed on a roclk at Pollonarnwa.

Instances are not wanting where men who belonged to
the merchant or trading caste were made Kings and appointed
to very high dignities in the slale; for it ig slaled in Upham’s
‘Mabawsnsa® p. 361, that sinee Lhe time ol Prakkrama Bahu
Rajn, that * Meelindoo® of the merehant casle was made King
in the countey ealled Sagala Newera, belonging to Jambu-dwipa,
and that * Maha-Demala’ also of the merchant easte was made
King, and reignad in the eity called Indepet Newera, in the
country ealied Chsroo Rata. Mention is made in later times
(vide R. A. 8. Journal No. 38 of 1889) of another Chetty * Matta-
magoday’ who was selected as a trustworthy person to have been
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gent to the Duteh Governor of Jaffna froma Kandy on a special
and very important mission, during the "regimé of the Dutch
Governor Pyl.

The compiler of the ‘ Ceylon Gazetteer’ refersto Ramanatha
Chetty Dissawe of Puattalam who received King Narendra Singhe
on his way to Nawakadun to assume the sword of state, and
Barrister Donald Obeyesekere M. A., I. L. D, in his ‘ History of
Ceylon’ refers to another Chetty Nieholas Hefli Raala of
Sitawala ; while thejauthor of the ' Yalpana Vaipava Malei’ App
1.. p. xxxii., speaks of a Chetty named Vira Rasen who with his

wealth was driven to the shores of Ceylon by stress of weather,

and built ecities at Kudiramalei Chilaw, &c., daring the time of
Alliarasani, the daughter of the King of Pandi, and who
afterwards moved to Cheddilnlan: in the Adangapattu.

It is not improbable that some of the earliest ancestors of
the Ceylon Chetties originally inhabited the Northern and North-
‘Western parts of Indiain the vicinity of the Gurgoppa Fallg, Coorg,
Benares, &e., and on the congnest of some parts of thecountry by
Mohamed of Ghazni who overthrew the temple of Somnath,
many riech Hindu nobles preferred to migrate to Sonth India and
gottle down there in varions places such as Negapatam, Tanjore,
Tinnevelly, &e., rather than live in snbjection to, or even in the
neighbourhood of those eonquerors. However it was dnring
their residence in the Malabar and Coromandel coasts that they
engaged in commerce with Ceylon and very frequently visited
this Island for purposes of trade during pre-Poriuguese times.

At alater period during Portuguese rule in Ceylon, there
arose great politieal unrest in South 1ndia. The oppression of
the Nawab Mulla Sahib, who following the intolerant policy of
Aunrangzeeh, treated the rvich Hindn noebles with great cruelty,
the endeavonr to enforece their religion on the Hindns, and the
revolls in several tributary Hindn States, were among the
immediate ecanges which influenced the early ancestors of
the Ceylon Chetties to leave lheir ancestral home, as did
the Pilgrim Fathers who in 1620 left by the ‘May-flower’
and seltled in America, It wwas about the period that the
European nations were striving to secure the monopoly of
commerceawith India. An eminent writer degeribing the condi-
tion of India at that period says that "it was such ag to afford
abundant scope for the activity of militavy adventurers of all
races.  The Mogul pewer was toltering under the disintegraling
influences of internecine warfare. Over all was the sinister
shadow of the Maliratta menace with its (ell manifestations of
rapine and destruction, The redonbtable Sivaji now in the full
title of his career as a guerilla leader was gweeping through the
land like a merciless torrent. (Vide early History ¢f Southern
India by Arnold Wright). Another distingnished writer says
with reference to Southern India about that period. ‘The last
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vestige of Vizayanagar “sovereignty was swept away by the King
of Goleconda, who occupied the Carnatic and all the territory of
the ancient Hindn State as far as the Coagt. The Hast India
Company’s Agents sought and obtained from their new overlord
the confirmation of a grant (given in October 1645) from Rajah
Sri Ranga empowering the Company to administer justice and
agsigning new territory. Within seven years of the making ot
the eriginal concession the English power was firmly seated on
the Hast Coast, but a formidable new source of anxiety arose in
the ocenrrence of a terrible famine. . , . . Indeed for generations
afterwards memories of this frightful time lingered in the country.’

Such were the polilical conditions in India when the anceg-
tors of the Ceylon Christian and Hindo Chetties—who like
Wijayo and his followers, though at a much later period, and in
different eapacities-——emigrated [rom the neighbonring continent
of India, and permanently settled in (s country, and whose
degcendants in course of time and very naturally regarded this
beantifnl sea-gir: land of Lanka ag their fatherland.

The earliest ancestors of the Ceylon Chelties who originally
gettled in thig island did nel eome as rothless invaders who
despoiled ancient architecture, nor as blood thirsty warriorg with
bhrntal and predatory instinets, but as men of peace and goodwill,
possessed of strong religions zeal and commercial proclivities,
with a high sense of integrity in their nature, (the hereditary- —
characteristic of the Tana Vaisiya caste), as worthy inheritors of -
rich traditions of three thousand years or move of eulture, com-
mon to both Arvans and Dravidans, who undoubtedly earned
monzy in their day, for virtue isits own reward, and what is
praiseworthy, spent thal money in and for the benefit of -
this Island.

When some of the early ancestors of the Ceylon Chetties of
the Coromandlal coast were trading with Ceylon, and later came
over from the neighbouring continent of India to settle perman- a
ently in this Tsland, Colombo was very different from what it is 2
to-day. Colombo was then a port ol trase, inhabited by Moors,
and i8 said to have been a glretch of unocenpied land with hill
tops like Wolfendahl, Hultsdorf, St. Sebastian, with & branch of
the Kelapi river entering the sea through the land where Gag °
Works Street now is. At that period within the Portugucse Fort
of Colombo, there were two Parish Churches, one dedicated to -
the Virgin and the other to 8. Lawrence, while outside the Fort
were the Churches of 8. Thomas' where the nresent S, Thomas® -
Church stands, and those of 8. Sebastian, 8. Francis, 8. Uz
S.John, S. Stephen, the Church at Agoa de Lupo (Adiluppu Thern)
where the present Wolfendahl Church builtin 1749 by the Dutch
Governor Van Gollenesse now stands, and the Chapel of the Miseri-
cordia, whare the present 8. Peter's Church Fort now is.

—
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32 THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

There were algo about half-a-dozen Convertts ansong which were
those of the Cordaliers, the Anguastinians, tfle Dominicians, and
the, Capuschinsg, besides the imposing stracture, the Jesuit College,
near the pregent Consistory Buildings. These were practically
the only Chrigtian Institutions in and near the Portugness town
of Colombo., In fact thronghout the whole i8land there were
only about seven or eight Missionavy Stations of which Calpetly
(Ralpitiya) was one, with four or five Chueches, in charge of
which there werve fivst two Fathers, and later on, one who resided
at Tatai. The other Missionary Stations or Seminaries in Ceylon
were al Caimel (Chilaw), Galle, Juffna, Monacerans (Manneseram)
Morvotto, Navacarre and Malwana. With regard to the general
condition of things Christoph Schweilzers iu his © Aceonnt of
Ceylon’ 1676-1682 (Vide Cey. Lit. Register Nov, 1889 p 126)
says that ““all the chict officers lodge with in the Forl with their
Wives......and a man that goes to market with fonr or five farth-
ings may buy provisions to serve a common family two days for
. his monsay. [ met here says he with an acquaintance of mine a
Physician who wag Chiel Suargeon to the Dufech Hospital and
Physician to Min Heer Lanrvent Piel, the Governor, who was
mueh esteemed among the nalives of the eounicy for hizabilities
- and the great enves he pevformed.’ (The Physician herve referred
to, is snpposed by some (o have been Michael Jurie Ondaatjie)
Long years after, al the ¢lose of the Dutel pariod and daring the
_earliest years of British Administeation-—when the Ceylon Chetty
Community had received official recognition as a distinet Com-
munity—(vide Ceylon Gazette of Feb, 1814) and considerable
improvements were effected, the town or Pettah of Colombo
was divided into fifteen gtreets of which eight ron east and~west
and the others cross them al right angles..the houses were
built of cahook and neally whitewashed wilh chuvnam ; some of
them had two storvies, and all were lofly and presented rather a
good appearance. In 1814 the number of tiled houses within the
Gravets, was estimated at 2645........ Among the pnblic buildings
were the Sapreme Court House, the offices of the Provineial Judge,
Magistrate and Fiscal, a jail and a Culcherry where the collector
of the Distriet transactéd buginess. There was a Library belong-
ing to the Burghers, a small pox Hospital, a Masonic Hall, two
theatres, énd a number of religious edifices, ineludiug the
Woltendahl Duteh Church erected by the Duateh Governor
Van Gollenesse in 1749, the Tamil Anglican Chureh of 8. Thomas’
at Chelties” quarters, Checku Slreet, [acing the sea, built by His
ixecellency Sir Robert Brownrigg, Governor of Ceylon, to which
was added at the ®xpense of the pious Lady Drownrigg, a com-
» modious school room, and the Anglican Chureh of 8. Paul's at
Kayman's Gate, Pettah, intended for the Portnguese Protestants,
built by subseription, chiefly through the zeal of the Archdeacon
Hon’ble and Ven’ble Dr. J. J. Twistleton, D. D., which stood
3 -
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long as a landmaik, bl;t was demolished go recently as last year.
The prineipal Chapel for the Roman Calholies was 3. Lucia's at
Kotabena, (now the Cathiedral,) where many members of the Cleylon
Roman Catholie Chetty Community were buried, and where now
lie the mortal remaing of their Graces the Archbishops Dr.
Melizan and De. Antony Condert. There was also the Wesleyan
Chapel at Peltah, buill in the form of an amphitheatre, after the
model of the Brunswick Chapel al Liverpool, which was opened
for serviee on 22nd Dacember, 1816. According Lo a table
published in the Colombo Jonrnal in 1832, (he population of
Colombo about that period, it i8 interesting to note. was
only 31,519,

The original permanent Chelty setllers did not all come to
Ceylon at the same period, nor from the same place eitbier, nor
did they even gettle down in one and the same localily, though
they all spoke the same langnage, observed the enstoms, and
maintained the traditions of their respective ancestors. Some
came a3 wealthy merchants in their own ships, others as very
eminent physicians invited by the Duleh Governor of Ceylon,
a few with appointments to regponsible offices in the State, others
as pearl merchants, and traders in varions commodilies, &c
during the administralions of the Portuguese and Dauteh
Governovs Diego de Melho, Autoine de Sonza Coutinho (during
whosge regime Colombo was surrendered to the Dualeh) Rykloft
Van Goens, Jacob Van Huastaar and at later periods. Some of
these Chetties elected (o veside in Colombo, others in Galle,
Calpentyn, Mampuri, Pualtalam, Chilaw, Negombo, Toppu,
Palleagoda, Kandy, KXurunegala, Hettipola, and at Navaly,
Colombo—thurai, Poonaryn, Araly, Vaddukoddai, in the Jaffna
Digtriet, and in Batlicaloa, Trincomalee, and other places in the
Bastern Provinee. Among the Chelties who daring the Duteh
period settled in Provinees other than {he Western, may be men-
tioned Mangattan Chettiar a very wealthy and respectable
merchiant among whose descendants were Gate Mundaliyar
Somanader and Revd, Daniel Somanader, Revd. ITanuah
Casinader, and Revd. Newton Sethulkavaler, M. A. Another descen-
dant a great grandson of the Chettiyvar was Arnold Allegacone,
members of which lamily have adorned the Bench, the Bar and
the Civil Service, There were algo other Chetties of rank and
digtinetion, besides those mentioned such as Mulloo Veloe
Chettiar, Swaminather Chettiar (vide Pavalar Chavitra Theebagam
by J. R. Arnold) amoeng swhose descendants were distinguished
Tamil edueationists. Another was Vaithilinga Chettiar who builta
temple at Vannarponnai, and was also Patron of the distingnished
Tamil poet Kulangeiyar Tambiran of Kangipuram (who dedicated
some of his Epics to the learned Chrigtian Chetty Divine Revd,
Philippug de Melho). There were also Kandiliappa Chetty

(6 )

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



- THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

who resided in the Gangaboda Pattu, and gultivated fields which
he obtained from Government as ‘accommedesans’, Christian M.
Morgappa who married Salome de Rosairo both of whom were
buried in the old Dateh Church at Calpeniyn, now known as
St, Peter’s, Kalpitiya ; Sri Ramachandra Perntal whose descen-
dant is said to have been a Major in the Duteh Army, and who
resided at Mauligatenne in Hetli-weediya ; Jogeph Alles who
married Miss de Rosairo of Galle, and whose descendants have
adorned the Heclesiastionl and Medical Professions, besides very
many others who are referred to eclsewhere in this
book. To publish the names of the Ceylon Chellies who lived
even at a special period wonld be a formidable taslk, but
those interested will find the ‘ Enmmeration List’ published in
1789 A.D. of greal use o them.

While admitting that God hag made of one blood all nations
of the earth, we eannot deny the Fact that man as a social being
has a tendeney to form divisions and groups, the differences being
hased on physical characteristics, climatie eondilions, geogra-
phical situation, &e., and that Coemmunities ave founded on
clagsitication of labour, religion, customs, language, culture,
matrimonial alliances, and soecial settlements. Thus it is that
these combined influences, gradually tended to make ‘ comnin-
nities’ whieh varied from the old stock and Dbranched out along
the most divergent lines, just as slips from the same stock under
varied conditions develop into very different trees. Thus it was
with the warlike Assyrian, the commercial Phoenician, the
nomadie Arab and the modern Jew, sons of a common father,
who dwelt in a commaon tent, and who eventually developed
widely different characterigtics. Similarly some Tamils as stated
in the ‘Ceylon Gazette” of 9 February (814, united by firm
attachment to religion, by frequent intermarriages, vicinity of
their dwellings, &e., &e., formed a distinect community.

In respect of social seitlements and in accordance with the
¢lassification of communities during the Duteh period and early
British Rule, the Burghers had ag their vesidential qunarters the
Pettah 3 the Colombo Chetties ocenpied what was then known as
Chetties '~ Quarters, Mndaliyar Sireet, now known as Chekku
Street, in the vicinity of the present St. Thomas’ Church, also
Kotahena, Hill Street, Multukistna Street, now known as Picker-
ing's Road, Jampettah and New Chelty Street ; the Ceylon Moors
were confined to Old Moor and New Moor Streets, the Coast
Moors or Hambarkaraos were allotted ** Samancodn ™ or Hamban-
weediya, the Barbers lived in Bavber Street, the Silversmiths in
Silversmith Street, the Dhobies in  what was known as
Washermen’s quarters, and the Malaysin Malay Street, while slaves
whom many Ceylon Chetlies al one time possessed, for the most
part, were confined to what is now known as Slave Island, which
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is thus referred tg by Captain Anderson in his poem known a
the " Wanderer” whieh he wrote when he visited Ceylon very
Many yearsago :—
* Here lel the eye a eireuit lake,
Where gently sloping to the lake
A smiling, lively scene appe s,
A verdant isle ilg bosom rears
With many a lovely villa grae'd,
Amid embow'ring cocoas placed,
Here once to all buat interest blind,
The Colonists their slaves confined,
But now the name alone remaing,
Gone are the sconrges, racks and chains !
2 #* * #*

Yet here the Afriean remains,
Thongh brolen are his slavish chains.

These allolments of residential guarlers to various eom-
munities appear to have been an arrangement not resirieted to
the Metropolis, for the existence of slreets, such as Chelty Street,
Mudaliyar Street, Mualay Street, Barber Street, Paravar Street,
Silversmith Street, Slave Street, &e., in so distant a place as
Calpentyn (IKalpitiya) testifies lo the fact that this system was
prevalent in alinost every Town, but as a result of the Consti-
tutional changes of 1832 in Ceylon, when (his Island beeame a

Crown Colony, among other things, this system of allotments of

vesidential guarters to various communities, wag abolished, and
people were allowed to live wherever they pleased.

That immigration has very often contributed to the growlh
and progress of couniries, will donblless he admilled by many.
Routes of commerce are roules of thought. Those who emigrale
bring with them ideag, cnliore, c¢ivilization, business acumen,
depigng, &e. T'here have been many such. Among those who at
various times and for warious reasons left their ancestral
homes and gettled elsewhere, may Dbe mentioned, Phoenigians,
Arabg, Greeks, Romans, Persiang, and Abyssinians, who traded
with, and settled in the Western ports of India. the first body of
Parsees who migrated from Persia to the Bombay coast about 73
A. D, the foreign tribes of Nagar and Chilpavan Brahtning wlo
geltled in India, varvions races who made Guzerat their home,
emigrants who went from the valley of the Ganges and from the
Pallava countrey in the Novih of India, and settled in Sumatra,
Java, Borneo, Siam and Cambodia, and introduced a new
civilization, religiet and arl, the Arab Haghifi and his Ffamily
deseribed by Denbam in Lis ‘Censusol Ceylon® as having settled in
this Island .gomewhere about the ninth cenlury, baving been
congtrained to leave Arabia by reason of the tyranny of the Caliph
Abdnl Melek Benmerwen, the ancient Hindus who went to
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Armenia, where they had been from the 2ng century to the
beginning of the 4th century A, D, and bu¥t colonies at Veeshap
and at Kharkh, whose descendants were converted to Christianity
by 8. Gregory and became merged in the nalive Christian
popualation, (vide ~ Armenian History’ by Zenob, and ‘Hindus in
Armenia’ by M. J, Seth); the 'Pilgrim Fathers’ who in 1620
went by the ' MayHower” and settled in Ameriea : and coming {o
later times, the Jewish emigrants of Baron Hirseh who ecolonized
Argentine, improved the tone and conditions of that place, and by
their indomitalile perseverance, buginess qualities, energy, and
gober and thrifly habitg, lelt an impress for good in that country.
In like manner did the ancestors of [he Ceylon Chetties, whatever
their reasons may have been, elect to settle permanently in
Jeylon ; and while it proves that man to a limited extent, may be
regarded as a ereature of civeumstances, shows cleavly that he is
overruled by Divine destiny : for we see in the light of
subsequent evetilg, that not only did the geed sown in the hearls
and minds of a fesw Christian converts by Missionaries, ecenturies
agn, produce a thousandfold, but alsn, that the Chetlics were the
medimn ol spreading education, were a great force lor good in
the eountry, and ° furnished examples worthy of hwitation)
(Vide appendix A)

Before proceeding further, it i well to mention that the
indigeriminate nse of words in by-gone days, some of which
may slill be found in old documents and among inseriplions on
tombstones &e,, ave likely to eauge confusion in the mindy of
the youthinl readers of this little brochuve, and I need offer
no apology for a hrief explanation of them. I vefer (o words
snch as “Malabar,) and ‘Pualle,” {he former to describe Pamils
including Chetlies, and the latter as a suffix used in Ceylon after
the surnames ol some Chetlies.

We find the word ‘Malabar’ very freely and indiseriminately
used not only by old historiang, and in Aets of appointinents, to
deseribe Chetlies, but even the late Justice Walter Perveira in
his ‘Laws ol Ceylon’ (Vol. 1 p. 4) vefers to the ‘Thesawalamai’
that “they arve he customs of the Malabar inhabitants of the
Provinee of Juffna™, and elsewlhere gays ihat the Thesawalamai
Taws of the Jaffnese were snbmitted to a Commillee of Malabar
Maodeliars of Juffna for comments and approval, The fact is
that the Portuguese who eame in contact with the Malabars in
Sonth India, and some few who temiporarily resided in Ceylon
at that time, whose eustoms and langnage resembled the Tamils,
did not appreciafe the actual differences belween tle (wo
races, and so classified @/l under the general term Malabars,
with the resnlt that other Kavopean Governments who suceceeded
them, unquestioningly adoepted the term ‘Malabars’ to deseribe
all Ceylon Tamils, including ‘Chetties’. Happily the ability
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and keen intellect of, the Author of the ‘Ceylon Gazelleer’
(detected the error, snd for the benefit of all Ceylon Tamils,
brounght it to light seme ninely odd years ago, for says he on
p. 54 of his book 'The ‘Malabars’ resident at Colombo, who
are mostly ‘Chetlies’ are gradually approximating to Europeans
in their eostume and their domegtic manners’ &e., and again on
p. 227 of that same book he wriles as follows:—" The Tamils
(or ag commonly though éimpreperly denominated by Eunropeans,
Malabars) are”™ &e., &e. This shonld gnffice to explain the
reagon why in old historier, and in old Official doeuments, e, g,
Acts of Appointments &ec., the word ‘Malabm® was used
synonymonsly for Tamils.

As vegards the suffix ‘Pulle’ indiseriminately lacked on
to the surnames of Ceylon Chetlies in days gone hy, mueh
importanee need nol he attached Lo it, For il seems lo have
been tolerated by gome Chelties who degived to maintain friendly
relationg with Vellala folls by ghowing some sort of community
of interests, but old Dutell recovds and ancient ingeriptions
prove heyond ail manner of doubb that nol only (hose  who
refained thal snthx. . g. Morgappa Pulle, Ondachea Pulle,
Marundappa Pulle &e., &e., but algo those Ceylon Tamils
who possessed Portuguese names sueh as De Mellio, Rodrigo,
Pieris, domes, Perera, Rosairo, Brito, Cosla, Corea, Fernando,
Uasimir, and Silva, were Chrislinn Cheltier, those names of
Portuguese sponsors having heen adopted by the Chetty converts
ab their Baptism, a eivenmstance affording ample evidence of a
relic of Porlugnese Rale. We would guote just a few extraels
from Lhat interesting and insteaetive ‘Report on Dateh Reeords’
published by that distingnighed  and respected antiquarian Mr.
R, (&. Anthonisz lnle Govt. Avehivist of Ceylon, in support of onr
gtalement. On p, 16. of the afore-mentioned boolk i3 the
following:—

DEED OF SALE

- We, William Adrinan Borgnis and Frederick Peter de Rool,
members of the ITononrable the Raad Van Jnostitia (Conrt of
Juatice) of this Castle, teglily and malke lknown that before us
eame and appeared the '(Phelty’ and resident of this  place
Thomme Moergappa who aclknowledged and declarved to have gold,
coded, and transterrved. as is done by these presents to the like
Chefty Juvie Ondaaiie, a premises situale beyond Kayman'’s Gate
al Wolvendall, &e., &e.

Sed. THOMAR MODRGAPPA

In onr presence In my cognizance
WM. AN, BERGHUIS, J. KRICKENBECK
. P. DE ROOK. Sworn Clerk,
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Again on p. 48 of the 'Report on Dateh R:cords’ appears
the following, which proves not only that soma Ceylon Tamils
with Portuguese names were ‘Chetties,’ and ensaged in various
spaanlatins, but alan establishes ineidentally the antignity of the
Chetty Community in Ceylon :(— .

“In 1751. Ou Monday 25 Janwary. This day was also
sold the rent of the Chank fishery along the shorves of Calpetty
up tothe Clape Carredivoe, and Northward of Mannar, for one
year: and the rent which formerly fetehed 8000 rvix-dollars
was purchased by the Chetly Simon De Helho tor 7200 rix dollars.”

De, Fanl E; Pieris €. 0. 8., M. A, L. L. D, D. Lit. &e., &c.,
in Volume XXI. No. 65 of the Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Sociely (Cleylon) rvecords the faet that he notieed a Tamil
ingeription at 8. Thomas' Chuavel, Colombo, in memory of a
member of the Chelly Convmunily, the danghter of Pransisko
Maradappa " Pulle’ dated 1704,

Another matter which needs elucidation, ig the title of ‘Don’
which was prefixed to the nmnes of gome Chetti=g, in days gone
by eg. Don SBimon de Melho Wannigerkoon, Don William
Fl.mmsco Marndappa &e. This was a tille conferred during
_ Portogese and Duteh rule on meritorions Ceylonese by the tying
of a ‘Nalalpata’ whieh was a thin silver plate, or piece of gilk
ribbon, with tlie name of thé recipient ingeribed on it, and was
fixed on to his forehead by the Governor or olher anthorigsed
“official.  Wolff in his antobiography says that the Portugnese
sold the title for a Few hundeed dollars, and 4 very distinguished
Ceylonese anthor records that the Duateh resorted to this device on
digseovering the eraving of weak minded Ceylonese for official
honours at that period, and sold it for 50, 25 and even 10 dollars.
It is a malter for congratulation however that wealthy and inde-
pendent Christian Chetties of that period who were possessed
of keeninlellect and strong commereial proclivities, who knew then
that "rank was but a gnineasgtamp, and that a man was a man fora’
that, anid estimaled (hings at their troe worlh, were not very
easily begniled, thongh we have no doubt that as the resualt of
sgheer meril, the title was confoerred on gome deserving officers.

The house of a Ceylon Chetly in olden times did not differ
m"l.telmliv in point of strocture from Lhat of a member of any
other community daring that peviod: perhaps in the ease of
the former a higher parapet wall or eadjun fenee round the
house, according lo the means of the owner, may have been
erectedl to ensure greater privacy and secarity. In general the
lwnipfs had rooms which may bes described as qniel, with a
Cwalawe’ or gd.ulm] attached to it. There was Lhe "estopn’ or onter
verandaly, the ‘visita kambara’ or reception room, the dining hall,
private rooms, oulhouses, kitchen, well and Luvatory, But though
in some of the most highly civilized countries during the early
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Victorian perio® and~even prior to if, some Tlived above the
fonlest drains and Inhaled unwholesome air, and had their
yearly tinge of gout, though little did they care,” the sense of
cleanliness among the ‘higher classes’ of the descendants of
Saivite ancestors whose religions practices and domestic customs
were closely blended, proved a great blessing in that respect, and
the houses were kept serapulously clean. The farniture in the
house of an ancient Ceylon Chetty of considerable means was of
ebony, calamander, jakwood, &c¢; he had sitting ehairs, easy chairs,
gettees, oltomans, large wooden beds, teapoys, round tables, huge
coffers, almirahs, ete ; the walls of the reception room were covered
with pietures, engrayvings and paintings of historieal seenes, artistic
slcetches of distinguished persons, memberg of the family, close
relatives and friends, and these were generally encased in magsive
carved ebony, calamander, or jakwood frames; there were also
the betel Lray, areeanut cutter, rose swater sprinkler, spitloon, and
gnch like paraphernalia requived for chewing and smoking.
Visilors were treated with sweets, fruits, tea, and coffee, Inalmost
every Christian honse were also sacred pictures, and a big sized
Bible which served as a Thombu or family register, containing
partienlars of births, warriages and deaths of the various members
of the family. The servants in the house were of hoth sexes; -
besides these, were the domestic slaves who on occagions ofdisplay
gwelled the train of their Ceylon Chetty retainers, These slaves
were aswarthy, woolly haired, thick lipped race of inen and women,
the former clad in pantaloons, jackets, and waist cloths, and the
latter in skirts, jackets and ear-rings, and all of whom were
barefooted. Some of the slaves were of African descent, and
othe~s from South India.

In those days electricity was unknown in Ceylon ; there were
no traing, tram cars, motor cars or aeroplanes, but the cumbrous
bulloek cart, fitted up with nice curtains, cushions, and soft
pillows to their elbows, and the antiguated and uncouthly shaped
palanguing, carried on the shoulders of fonr men of a particalar
low grade of society, seryed as the common mode of conveyance.
One method of enlivening society in those days and driving out
dull care and dreary monotony, besides social functions held on
terra firmm, was by going on pienics, with provisionsand music,
in padda boats in the river, which is perhaps still in vogue
among Ceylonese, at outstations. In conrse of time, with Lhe
progress of Western civilization, the Ceylon Chetties like some of
the Sinhalese of the educated classes, ‘approximated the
Europeang’ as stated by the author of the ‘Ceylon Gazetteer’ in
1833, “in their dress and domeslic habits,” and it is said of the
Colombo Chetties as corroborated by Barrows in “Ceylon Past and
Present” that they freguently gave Fancy Dress Balls, at one of
which at least, held’on 10th February 1833 at Chetties Quarters,
Checku Street, Colombo, it is recorded that IHis Excellency Sir
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Robert Wilmot IIorton, Governor of Ceylon, Eady IHorton and
family and many other very distingnished guests viz. Ion. Robert
Boyd, and Hon. W. Granville were present, as alsp several others
of the Civil anid military services. Indeed, vast improvements were
effected in vespect of struclures and domestic habits by the
Ceylon Chelties during the lagt Lwo centuries, aud much of what
the most Hevd., Dr. Reginald Slephen Copleston, b. b, Lord
Bishop of Caleulta, said in his book on ‘Baddhizm® p. 249 wilh
reference to the Sinhalese is applicable in some measure to lhe
Ceylon Chetties as well, for, says he, “the national literature is
rapidly being forgolten, not many can even read it, and only a
few old people now, can say by heart the favourite old slunzas
whicli onge were household words, Of the great monuments of
architeclore, some, it is lrue, are being repaired, but by repair
they are disenchanted, and the modern Sinhaless prelers an
‘upstair house on an English model’ to all the Palaces of all the
Prakyamas.”

Among the changes in social lile which havs oceurred since
the permanent settlement in Ceylon of Christian Chelties, cen-
tnries ago, is the matter of dress, It is generally kuown that
about 150 years ago, the costumes of members of some other
commmnilies too were diffevent from whal they ave at present,
Sir Algernon West, G, €. B. tells us that abont 18350, a gentleman
of faghion was seen in u pair of dove colonred tronsers, wilh two
fluted stripes down tlie sides, buttoned under the foot with broad
straps of the same material, that Wellington boots was a sine gua
non, that his coat was high in the eollar, that the back of the hat
rested on it, that the hat bad a crescent of cloth on the back of
the brim, to prevent the rabbing of the beaver of which the hat
wag made, that the seart never folded less than twice round ile
necl, and that it bulged out from a double breasted waistcoat ent
very low, &e., while (he evening dress was a blue eoat with tight
sleeves, brass buttons and a waisteoal of fowered or brocaded sillk.
The Dutehman of old too with his long hair, underwent a change
in dress and fashion, and one never sees a Duatehman here now
altired in ancient style. The Ceylon Chetty was no exception.
Jolin Capper in his “ gketches of old Ceylon” described the dress
of gowne ofthe Ceylon Chetties who appeared in peak cornered
hatg, rings in their ears, short jackets, cloth and slippers or jutas ;
and L. P. Liegching, ¢. ¢, & in hig * Aceount of Ceylon® describes
the edueated classes of Tamils, of olden times, who were mostly
employed in Government officen, a8 swearing a neat and tastefnl
- dress consisting of - curiously folded turban of whits cloth, a

-short bodied and full skirted white coat and white trousers, with

a silk handkerchief or a scarf vround their necks, wilh shoes and
socks. This was their ordinary costume, though on important
occasions, they appeared in gold trimmed turbans and shawls and
very rich material for their suits,
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THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. 41

In olden times, the Ceylon Chetties were for the most par:
engaged in merchiandise, and like the ancient German merchants
known as Easterlings whence the word “sterling’ is derived, were
noted for theiv strict integrity. Besides these, many were mem-
bers of the Iearned Professions, and Edueationists, who shed
lustre on the land of their birth, Civil Servanig, landed proprietors,
Bank Shroffs, Government Officers of considerable status, &e.
The Chetty ladies of aneient times, illustrations of whose costumes
are given elsewhere, were very congervative in their habils, and
were gracefnlly elad withont exposing their limbs, and compared
very favourably with Ceylonese ladies of other communities,
whether in the study of national literatnre, faney work, or even
in the enlinary art, and it may be said of some even now, that
their right hands have not lost their ennning. In those days
voung ladies never ventured to go anywhere alone, or even lo
receive young gentlemen in their homes, in the absence of their
older relatives. Sedtempora mniantur, et nos mutamur in illis.

As affording some evidence of the value placed on educalion,
character and spi~itnality by Ceylon Chetty ladies of those days,
may be mentioned among others the cases of a grand-daughter of
Rev. P. de Melho, and a danghter of Dr. Quint Ondaatjie who
were married to an Arvchdeacon of Colombo and a Dutelh Civil
Servant, whose deaths are referred to, in Appendix C. of this bool.

Whether higher education and ‘ modern’ civilizalion are a
guarantee of domestic felicity, under existing conditions amony
ladies in Ceylon, i8 @ matter open to doubt, In olden days, when
our good mothers of the Cheltty Community, true and affectionate,
were little girls, and were galisfied with what God and nature
endo=ved them with, it must have been an age of loving kindness,
and pure, noble womanhood, go nnlike some girls of these dayy
who wear short skirts and sleeveless dresses, dye their hair, and
paint their faces, whose delight seems to be the avoidance of
legitimate home duties, and the usurpalion of men's rights

Winle we appreciate progress of both sexes on right lines,
we cannot be blind to what ocenrs aronnd us, whether the defect
may be in the gystem of education, or the neglect of character,
and spirituality. In the State of Connecticut in America, whose
public sehool system was eonsidered the most thorough and per-
foet, we arve informed that in 1875 there were 4385 marrviages and
466 divorces, and that during 1) years there were 5391, while in
the State of Olio for the year ending June 1874 there were 1742
applieations pregented for divorece. O tempora, o mores! !
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CHAPTER III.

RELIGION.

HINDUISM AND CONVERKRION TO CHRISTIANIIY,

“We Ceylonese Catholics are not of yesterday: our history covers
upward of three centuries of the most eventful period in the past of this
Colony, We cannof but wish to hear of our forefathers, of their struggles,
their trials, of their triumphs; for in Christ Jesus they ‘have begotten
uy through the Gospel.” (Ceylon Catholic Mbssenger, June 1872)— Dr.
Christopher E. Bonjean D. D., O, M. I,, First Avchbishop of Colombo,

In point of religion, all the earliest ancestors of the Ceylon
Chetties—like the ancient Britons who worshipped Odin and
Thor—were heathen, and worshipped deities like Koltavi or Ave,
a war god like Murugan, a fish god like Ka of the Chaldees, a
goddess named Minadtchy, &e. In courge of lime they came to
regard about three score or more persons as Tirn Tondar or
Saints among whom Cheraman Pernmal Nayanar was supposed
to be one. Some are of opinion that Lie is identical with the pious
king Perumal whom a legend referred to by the Portugese
historian Joao de Bavros deseribeg ag having gone from “Ceilon”

-~ in a ship with two other Kings to adore Oar Lord at His birth at

Bethlehem. It may en passant Le mentioned that there was a

“Temple at Negapatam dedicated to Perumal, and a street named

Pernmal Kovil Theru in that once celebrated sea port town,

Bat though the early ancestors of the Cleylon Chetties were
heathen (Hindus), it must not be assumed (hat they were less
deserving of respecl, on the ground of religion ; neither should
we now discard the language of our fovefathers ("Tamil), nov refuse
to accept what is beneficial in (heir customs and literature,
although from our standpoint. we nosw possess the advanlages of
hereditary Christianity, conseqnent on the wise and fateful
decision of our early Chetty converls, whereby we have the
tradition eof partienlar ways of thinking aboul things, partieular
standards”of conduct which came to ns when we were children,
and shaped our thoughts and moulded onr characters, all nunder
the inflnence of a Sociely, of which CHRIST is the Life. Albeit
T malke bold to say that onr Hindu (heathen) ancestors were not
necesgarily wrong, in everything becauze we kpow that the
Word of God of whom S. John speaks, worled in the hearts of
the old heathen also, and tanght them many things beaulifn]
and true, which their Christian descendants have every right to
draw unto themselves, because they all originally came from the
game well-spring in Him, who is the Light and Life of men.
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Though considerable differences—whatever their nature may
be—do exist in religions, there i3 no reason for a man to be
ashamed of honest convictions, whether held by men of
the present day or by those of the past. In respect
of Theathen ancestors, and without any sense of degrada-
tion, Rt. Revd. Dr, James Chapman, D, D., first Lord Bishop of
Colombao, in the course of a sermon preached in 1852 on behalf
of the Orphanage Asylum connected with 8. Thomas' College,
Colombo, gaid, “ At this Epiphany season of special blessing to
our leathen forefathers, and to eurselves their posterity, 1 invile
yvouall to join me in a work of kindred Dblessing to the healhen
around usg, lo the homeless, friendless, orphan child,” &e., &e.

We ave told not only by non-Christian writers ag in the
‘Rajavalia’, but also by others, that many of the early conversions
to Christianity in Ceylon were due to seduction by Offices
under Government, and material advantages, as in the case of

. L & . .

so ealled ‘Andieay Agankarqos’ or " Government Christians.’
Truth demands the eonfession that in gome cases it was so, and
we could even quote instances in support of that view. The
tollowing report of the rproceedings of a case in a ‘Landraad’ or
Court of Justice held on 13th May 1802, in connection with
which the following interrogatories were to be put, proves
the sincerity and knowledge of some of those ‘Government
Christiansg’ :—

1, Whether all wilnesses are Christians or heathen ?

2. It the witnesses ave real Christians why did they go to
the temple on 26th Jannary 1802, and remain during Pinkama ?

3. Whether they Dbelieve there is more than one God, and
whether snch belief is congistent with Buddhist or Christian
Doectrines 7

4, Whether they know twheat that God commands in the 9th
Commandment ?

5. Whether the 9th Commandment prohibits us from giving
false evidence ?

6. Whether they as sincere Christians will offend against
tha! law, [or the saks of a rvelation, friend, or for gain ? »

7. Whether they kenow what panishments are appointed for
the offenders of God’'s Law ?

8. Whether they will ba prepared to answer such queslions
ag shall be put them in such a manner as not to inenr God’s
wealh and Bring down his panishment. (vide ‘Ceylon Diocesan
Gazette’ 1878.)

We also learn from Dighy's Life of Sir Richard Morgan that
the knowledge of Christianity possessed by some about a ¢entury
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34 THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMONITY.

and more ago, was by no means gonnd, asdhe (ollowing conversa-
tion between the Hon’ble Frederick North,first British Governor
of Ceylon and a Christian Headman whom he wished to examine
on oath, clearly shows :

The Governor. Of what religion are yon ?
Singhalese Headman. A Christian,

The Governor. Of what seet ?

8. Headman., A Dateh Christian.

The Governor. Then you believe in Buddha ?
8. Headman. Yes, certainly,

" This ‘Government Christian’ it i stated was not sworn on
the Bible.

That during the early period of British Rule, some did not
possess a correct knowledge of Christianity 18 evident from
what follows ;...

* Among the records of Government there isto be founda
petition from the inhabitants of a village not far from Colombo
gelting forth as follows :—That they had willingly consented in
former days as requested by Government to become Christians,
but had always understood that this did not involveany departure
from Lheir national enstoms, whereas theve had lately come a
Chaplain who required them to give nup attendance at Buddhist

~temples and to abandon all heathen ceremonies, Against this
they protested and looked wilh confidence to the Government for
redress. (Vide Historical Sketches ‘Ceylon.’ Missionary geries.
No. X1V of 1890),

Thongh we are loath to adjndiecate on matters which
conecern a man’s conscience and his God, it seems clear from the
passages quoled above that there had been many instances of
witreal conversion to Christianity, but sgays Siy J. E. Tennent in
his ‘History of Christianity in Ceylon’ that iliere is the testimony
of Baldaeus and Valentyn to show that they were not all nureal

- professors, and Valentyn declares that amongst the native
Chwistians there were many * whose condnet and life might put
Enropeans te the blush, while Cordiner the first Colonial
Chaplain 1799--1804 in his degeription of Ceylon (Vol. I, p. 100)
states that ‘although religious knowledge was not perfectly
conveyed to the lower orders of the natives, many of the higher
ranfes became as true believers in its Doetrines, and ag conscientions
performers of the duties of Christianity, a8 those who adon the
most enliglhitened vegions’ ; and wilh special reference to Roman
Catholicism, adds that it was adheved to by large bodies of
Sinhalese and Tamils whom neilher corruption nor coercion
eould induce to abjure it.”
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TIE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. 45

In the Histovical sketeh of * Ceylon ' No, xiv. of 1890 quoted
above, there appears also the following passage which in some
meagare at least goes fo prove that not only was the vielory
gained by the ancestors of the (Ceylon Cheliies who embraced
Christianity eenturies ago, a glorious achievement, and that they
did not live or die in vain, bat that the wise and fateful decision
of the Sinhalese and Tamils who were converted to Christianity
as the rvesult of honest convietion, was productive of good
inflnences in Ceylon, for, says the learned and pious writer,
" Not a few are descended from the families of those who became
Christinns nnder the Dateh, and remained faithful. A much
steadier influence is exerted by those whose Christianily is
hereditary ... A further element of strength which we may
not despige is this, that among onr Sinhalege and Tamil ehuwrch
people are inclnded a large proportion of the people of the rank,
wealth and eduealion in those races ... We have in Ceylon Lhe
weight of sp2ial influence, not only English and Bargher, but
Sinhalese and Twmil also, nupon onr side, with the exception of the
Kandyan or hLili country arvistocracy, who are mostly Buddhists
still.”

Philalethes in Lis ‘ History of Ceylon’ p. 191 says: “In the
year 1801 the number of nalive inhabitanlts who professed the
Protestant profession of the Christian Iaith was caleulated to
exceed 342,000 while those of the Romish Communion were
reckoned to be gtill more numerons, Chrigtianily is professed-
by natives ol Colombo of the liighest rank.”

History teaches ns that in Franece in the Middle Apges as an
instance of religions zeal having been carried to painful exlremi-
tiez we have the cases of ‘Tloire’, the lero son of a heathen
prince who became a convert to Christianity, and fnrther com-
pelled all his subjecls to follow his example, and Lhe compulsory
baptism of the Suxons by Charlemagne.

Among notable conversions in Ceylon doring ihe early
Portugnese period may be mentioned that of King Jayaweera of
Kandy who was baptised as Don Philip, and Donna Catherina
who beeame a Christian in 1701, the wile of the King of Jaffna
who lived at Goa. (and was executed about 1617), nor could we
forget the fact that when the Kingdom of Jaffima fell into
the hands of the Fortngnese, all tiie members of the Royal
Lionsehold, the nobility and the chiefs became Christians.

But whatever may have been the moliveswhich led others to
embrace Christianity centuries ago—the earliest Ceylon Christian
Chetties need not have been influenced hy any sordid motives, as _
they were for the most part weallhy traders who sought no office
at that time under Government, (though some were invitel by
Government to accept offices like Michael Jurie Ondaaljie and
Simon de Melho) and who eonld have easily purchaged titles of
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46 THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

hononr for a few Rixdollars, if they so desived. On the contrary
some of these ancient Ceylon Chelty settlers actually forfeited
ancestral lands in India, and in accordance with Ilindu cus-
toms in vogune at that time, were cut off from their kith
and kin, purely and solely as the result of honest conviction,
and conversion to Christianity as was the case with Narayan
Tilak of Indiain 1820. No stronger evidence of the genuineness
of the religions zeal and tenacity of the descendants of those
early Ceylon Christian Chelties could be addueed than the lives
and writings of Ceylon Chelly scholars and anlhors like Revd,
Philip de Melho, Dr. Quint Jurgen Ondaatjie, Simon Casiechitty,
Distriet Judge of Chilaw and Calpentyn, Lesides olhers, referred
to elsewhere in thisg book,

But it was not in Ceylon alone that the introdnection of
Christianity resulted in the conversion of gome of the highest
and noblest natives of the place.

Though there may be in Ceylon, Chelties who possess the
advantages of hereditary Christianity of nearly fhree cenluries,
there have been notable converts to Christianity in India too, of
a cenlury and more ago, as the result of the efforts of Christian
Missionaries from Europe. Among these distingnighed Indian
converls may be mentioned Revd., Doctor Krishna Mohan
Bannerjee L. L. D. who belonged to a highly respectable family
of Kulin Brahming in Bengal, who was a great scholar and Author,
And was Professor (and for some time Principal) of Bishop’s
College, Calentla 18511868, (with a member of whose family the
compiler of this book had the pleasure of friendship). There
were also other Indian converts of ability and distinelion who
embraced Christianily ag the resnlt of honest convietion and not
seduced by material gain, some of whom forfeited ancestral pro-
perties in India like gome of the original Ceylon Chetty Christian
settlers. Under these cirenmstances we venture Lo think it would
not be a profitless tagsk—though a digression—to examine the
canses that led the Cleylon Chetties of old to embrace Christianity.
The knowledge of facts, such as the martyrdom and burial of
St, Thomas the Apostle at Mylapore near Madras, the conversion
of Syrians to Christianity doring the fivst century, and reports
of legends like that of King Perumal going with two others to
adore Our Lord at Bethlehem, the methods that the lfanalical
Afghans employed in preclaiming Islamism with sword, fire and
devastation, the progressive oceidental methods of the Moguls
with Genghislkhan as their leader, in proclaiming the worship
of the one brue God—all these must no doubt have left an im-
pression on the calm and philesophic minds of those Tamil
(Chetty) ancestors, who at that period were Saivile pantheists.
As men ol peace and of mild temperament they disliked tyranny,
oppression and conversion by perseculion, at the point of the
sword, The geniug of their mind was snseeplible to the gentle
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THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. 47

and noble influences of that period. The ‘good ground’ in the
language of the Parable of the Sower was ready, and it only
remained for the Sower to sow the seed at the opportune time,
and in a befitting manner, to produce a rich harvest, which could
yield a hundred fold, yea, a thousand fold. Here wag an oppor-
tunity and a glorions one, for the Christian Missionaries. The
ferventreligious zeal and remarkable personal magnelism of Priests
like St. Francis Xavier and Father Joseph Vaz in Ceylon, must
have been factors they/rveckoned with. There were also other
Christian Misgionaries lile Father Costanzo Guiseppe Beschi (or
Constantino Joseph Beschi) of the Society of Jesns, who was
known by the names Vira-maba-muni, Dairiya natha Swami,
and I[smati Sannyasi; Father de Nobili, who was known as
Tattuva Podagler (the perfect preacher): Bl Johu de Britto,
who was known as Avulanandam (infinite grace), Revd. Father
Buttari who was known as Periya Paranjodinader, and Father
Bouchet who was known as Periya Sanchivinader, all of
whom adapted (hemselves to the mode of living, manners and
customs of the Sannyasis and Gurus, carefally avoiding supersti-
tion, and in respect of food and dnuL avoldmg meal, fish, egys, -
and lermented liqnor, They were eclothed in oriental garb, and =
in their habits resembled Hindug, but without violating the -
law of God. The presentation by such Missionaries to our
heathen Chetty anceslors, of an Asiafic Christ, according to the
Hindn system of teaching veligion, and expanding Faith by _ —~
means of song and music, a8 was in vague in South India
centuries ago, depicling Qur Lord as an oerienial Christ, clothed-
in flowing garments like an Fusfern yogi, whose nalive land was
nearer to India than England, whose Aposiles and followers
were akin te Indian nationality, while the references in Oar
Lord’s teachings to the lilly, the sparrow, and the well of
Fastern counlries, with dress and fealure altogether oriental ;
ltis habit of going to the mounlains like the yogis and sadhius to
offer solifary prayers, his uprising and downsitling all g0
tamiliar to Hindus, and the endeavour of Priesls to convert nof s
by fire or sword, but as messengers of peace, must no doubt have
appealed to the hearis and minds of our philesophic and un-
aggressive Saivite anceslors.

-

Bnt what must have been most convineing to their minds,
wag perhaps Our Lovd’s prayers and loving communion with
His Father, ‘T and my Father arve one,” besides the Doctrine of =~ -
Divine humanity, and other poinls emphasizing the sublime =2
and marvellous elhies of Christ, What wonder is itithen, if our - -~
Saivite ancestors embraced Christianity as the vesult of honest
conviction, despite (he sordid motives that may have attracted
others of o Very different mental ealilie ?

Ag an instance of the trend of thought which influenced
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some Hindung, about the time of the ingursion of the Moham-
medans into the Deccan, synchronising avith the permanent
settlement of some Cheltties in Ceylon, I would gnote a few lines
from a poem written by an eminent philosopher and author,
Sivavakiyar who was at one time a Hindua, (heathen) the stanzas
having been rendered into English by Me, Ellis. He says:—
'Formerly how many flowers Lave I gathered and scattered ?
* How many prayers have I repeated in vain worship ?
“While yel in the prime of life, how much water have I
poured out,
“And moreover how often have T encompasgsed tlie holy
places of Siven ?
This have I left off, for the wise who kuow the firue God,
the Lord of heavenly beings,
Believe not the idol of the temples, apparent to the eyes, to
be God, nor lift up to it their hands.
Think on the root, think on the geed, and on the henefit
arising from that seed.
“When you are thus able to think, *Yon may approach the
feet of GOD. :

It is highly prebable (herefore that the early Chetly

~eonverts not only thoroughly nnderstood the inner spirvit ot

Hinduism like Revd., Dr, K. M. Baunerji L. L. D. of Calenlta and

“other notable Indian converts, but so strong was the Faith

professed by even the descendants of (hose Christian Chelty
converts that many have proved by their lives and wrilings the
gincerily of their conviclions. 'The wviews of gome highly
educated and saintly Indian Reformers ol {foday, like Mabalma
Ghandi, with vespeect to the teachings and precepts of Christ, as
embodied in the Sermon on the Mount, known fo the present
generation, and those of no less distinguished an Indian than
Raja Rammolian Roy ol over a century azo, tend to conlirm our
statements. The latter is reported to have said in reply to a
series of guestions adddressed to him in 1824 by Rev. Henry Ware,
Unitarian Minister of Havvard College Cambridge v. & AL VI
presume 6 think that Christianity if properly incunleated has a
greater tendency to improve the moral, social, and political state
of mankind than any other known religious system,’” and again in
1828 writing to Dr. Tuckerman he said, I [ully agree with you
that there is nothing so sublime as Lthe precepts taught by Jesus
Chvist, and that there is nothing equal to the doutrines He
inculeatad " (vide Miss Collets "Life of Raja Rammobum Roy'’
Chapters IV. & VI). Il is well however to state before coneluding
our observations on this topie, that although consequent on the
introdaction of Christianity into Ceylon Dby the Portuguese
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Government, many Ceylon Chetties embraced Roman Catholicisuz,
with the Ceremonies and Rites that altach to it, there were not a
few Chetties who adopted those Forms of Christian Faith, as in
the Reformed Church during the Duteh period, or in the Anglican
Chureh under British Rule, as appealed to Lheir individual reason
and gonseienee s with regard to which we deem it improper for us
to adjudicate, though what mattered miost with respect Lo the
conversion of the Thana Vaisya Chetlies of Ceylon, was the belief
in Qne True GOD and salvation throngh Hinu.

As it is not our intention to accentuate differences, but rather
to reconeile, we cannot do better than guote the words of Lord
Bultour who, addressing a vast and distinguighed audience at
Jerngalem on Ist April. 1925, on the oceasion of the opening of a
College, said with reference 1o Jewish cullure and religion:
“ A few minntes ago, I wag reminded by friends that trom where
you are sitting, yon can see the very spot where the children of
Tarael firgt entered the promised land, and that it was from this
very hill that the Roman destroyers of Jernsalem conducted their
giege which brovght to an end that great chapter of the Jewizh
peoplée ... Well, a new epoch has begun. The great effort
in Palestine which came to an end so many hundreds of years
ago, that aspect is going to be resumed in the ancienl honie of
the people.c.........To look at the spires and domes and endless
ecclegiastical monnments of Jernsalem, is an almost startling
reminder how far religions differences can divide mankind. If
people would look suffictently deep, they should find there
are fandamental principles and aspirations in which all agree 5

Tu a spirit of love and comradeship, and wishing others the
beneft that we ourselves enjoy, we would suggest the use of the
following prayer among the present members of the Christian
Chetty community.

PRAYER,

0 Lord, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God
af Jacob, and the God also of our forefathers, we thank Thee
for the wise decigion of our ancestors swho embraced Christianity
centuries ago, and for the manifold mercies and blessings which
Thou hast vonehsafed to suceessive generalions, whereby we
of to-day possess the characleristic advanlages of heredilary
Christianity, We pray that whilst we prize and honour the
memory of our ancestors, we may emnulate their deeds of faith
and chavity, and that the good worlk which Thou hast begun
in them, may be made perfeet unto the day of Jesus Churist,
and that their spivit may live on in ug, and in the generations

: (boriis,
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50 THE OEYLON CHEITY COMMOUNITY,

to come, Draw all men unto Thee, and one_to another, that
putting away unhappy divisions, we may be 101ned together in
unity of spirit, and in the bond of peace, by the bonds of Thy
love, constituting a sacred Brotherhood.

Finally, we heseech Thee to restore whatever ig wanling
to make Thy Chureh one, that we may all with one heart, and
with one mind glovify Thee the God and Father of us all, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

If the Ceylon Chetties, prospered and flourished at some
special period, it was not due to any other reason, but purely
and solely as the rvesult of the innate desire of the Ceylon
Chetties to smprove the talents which God endowed them with,
and the facilities afforded by Government then and now, to
those who try to hclp themselves, enabled the Chetties to be ‘a
great force for good in the country’ and ‘furnish examples worthy
of imitation’ (vide Appendix A.) There may be divergent opin-
ions with regavd to the veligion of a Government influencing the
intellectnal, soecial and moral progress of the inhabitants of

- that conntry, and perhaps one might adduce itne case of some
Eastern countries with wany Christiang of light and leading
which hayve made very great progress. We have also the authority

= of no less distingnished a Prelate than Right Revd. Doctor James
Chapman, D. D., first Lord Bishop of Colombo who in the course
. of a sermon pleached in 1856 at 8. Paul’'s Church Colombo,
— ~gaid 1—"Onee, brethren, Christian England was in the same dark
condition, even davker than Ceylon is now, Others in a foreign
“land more favoured and blesged of God saw the fair captives of
heathen Britain sold as slaves in (he market place of Rome, and
gome generous hearls were moved lowards those poor prisorfers in
~ - compassion of the dark state of their dislent country. As good
2 stewards of the manifold grace of God, they sent faithiful men to
preach the Gosgpel there. KEngland tlms hecame Christian. TFrom

thal time her advancement ag a nation had been progressive.”

. Though there have been Heathen Chetties who have dis-
tinguished themselves, like Ugandachea of old who is reputed to
have been the architeet of the Madura Meenatehi Amman Hindu
Temple in South India and manager of a large indnostrial Estab-
lishment, there does not appear to have been much progress
anade by them in Ceylon, generally, daring the Dutch period and
under very early British Rule.

. Albeit we note with pleasure among members of the general

= Hindu community in Ceylon, under British Rule, since 1830, the
" good works of Bitr Mntin Coomaraswamy, who was more of a
© Politieian than a Lawyer, of the illostriong brothers Hon, P.
Coomaraswamy, M., T. €., Hon. Sir Ponnambalamm Bamanathan
K, ¢, 0. M. G., and Sir Ponnambalam Arunachelam, who were
'f? horn in Colombo at Chetties’ Quarters, Checkn Street, in the
.\‘
’}a
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THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. gt

vieinity of St. 'l‘lr:)mlﬁ Chuorel, of Sir Ambalavanar Kd!l'\ﬂaqalm
and Hon. Mr K. Balasi ngham M. L, ¢., of Jaffna, not to mention
others,

Among the products of Chiistian eivilization, as far as the
Chetty Community is concerned, may be mentioned the following
darving the Duatceh period, and under British Rule :—

Knight, - Major Peter Philip Chrigtian Ooctmann Ondaatjie,
Knight of the Military Order of Prince William of Orange.

s Merchants and Landed Proprietors. Gaspar Kasi-geity
(163'0) Tandava R, P. Agerappa (1665), Adigar Simon de Mellia

750), Matthew e Rosairo, Opperkoop. Calpentyn {1780)
Mmhac] Jurie Ondaaljie (1710) who received lands as ‘accom-
medesang’, Antony Pieris Aserappa, (1769) who had branch
offices in Caleutta, Bombay and Negapatam, Adigar Simon de
Rosairo (1790) Chief landholdér in Calpentyn, Peter J. Thomas
Ondaatjie (1825) Colombo, Jeronimns de Rosairo (1826) Calpen-
tyn, John P. Agerappa (1840) vide report of land sales over H00
acves; Matlhes ~de “Rosaivo (Merchant), Abraham Morgappa
(1845) Calpentyn; Cecil Jurgen Ondaatje, Madras: J. J. Aserappa,
Belginm, Abraham Puollenayagem, Chilaw ; Nicholas Morgappa,
Kotahena, Colombo ; Manuel Cagiechetty (Kandy). P. B. Anand-
appa, (1840) Merchant, York Street, Fort, Colombo, Francis
Wanniappa, Merchant, Wines and Spirvits; Joseph Rodrigo
Candappa, Merchant, Christopher Rodrigo Munieram Perumal,
Wine Merchant ; Peter Jurgen Ondaatjie, Colombo ; C. 8, Chitty,
Chilaw, W. B. Paulickpulle, Chilaw ; P. Brito Babapulls, Simon -
Costa Weerappa, A. P, Casiechetty, Landed ‘Proprietor and
Merchant ; W. Muttneumarn (Pnttalam), &. Edwin Muttukistna
(Kandy), A. Ernest Agerappa Chilaw and Negombo, C. Brito
Babapulle and olhers, .

Statesmen -and Politicians. Dr. Peter Philip Quint
Jurgen Ondaatjie, A. L. M., Ph. D, J. U. D.,, (Utreebt and
Leyden). Membor of the Imperial Conrt of Prizes, Conneillor of
the Supreme Court of Batavia. The firat Asiatic who fignred in
Euaropean History 1817. X

Simon Casiechitty ¢. €. &, Member of the Legislative
Counctl of Ceylon, 1846. Y

Advocate Henry Francis Muttukistna, Member of lhe
Legislative Clonneil of Ceylon.

Advocate Philip de M. J, Ondaa’qle, Membel of the Legis-
lative Council of Ceylon.

Advocate W. N. Aserappa, Member of (he Legislative :
Council of Ceylon. "

Judges and Magistrates. (Permanent and Acling). Simon

Casiechitty, (Chilaw and Calpentyn). John Rodrigo Moothiah,
(Kayts) John J, Casiechetty, M. A., B. C. L,, (Panadure, Matara),
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cE THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

Proctor Aelian J. Ondaatjie, (Kegalle) Advocate Arthur L. R,
Aserappa, B. A.. (Colombo). Advocate W. N. Aserappa,
(Negombo). N. W. Morgappa, B. A. (London.) (Kalutara)
Barristers and Advocates. Henry Francis Mootookistna
(1849). John William Franciscus, Peter Percy Muttukistna
(1855). John J. Casiechitty, Philip de M. J. Ondaatjie,
Christopher Brito, Philip Francis Ondaatjie, Arthur Louis
Reginald Aserappa, Walter N, Aserappa, James Chitty,
Victor de Rosairo, Edward Chitty, P. Canjemaunaden.

Proctors. Anihony de M. Aserappa (Batticalos), P. de
M. J. Ondaatjie, (1856), John de M. Aserappa, (1857), Solomon
Louis Aserappa, (1839), Colombo, Louis de Rosaire, ((ialle
1833), C. B. Paulickpulle (Chilaw 1842), John Robert J.
Ondaatjie, (1866), Nathaniel Frank Ondaatjie, Aloysius Mt,
Carmel Casiechitty (Chilaw, Pattalam and Calpenlyn, 1877),
Alfred Ernest Aserappa, (Negombo), Basil 0. Pullenayagem
(Colombo), Austin de Rosairo, (Puttalam and Colombe), C. M.
Brito, P. M. Corea, (Colombo), C. B. Paulickpulle, (Chilaw),
Adam Muthucumaree, (Puttalam). Emil Casiechitty, (Kandy),
T. Gurunatha Brito, (Colombe). Wilfred Muthucumaroe,
(Puttalam.)

Engineers. Major Crististian Oortman Ondaatjie who
built the fortifications in Java, and was eveated Knight of the
Military Order in 1840 in appreeciation of his signal serviees in
the East. Richard H. Aserappa, Fellow of Cooper’s Hill, Manager
of Railways and Kngineer in chief, Gondal, India, who wvas
pregented to His Majesty the King Emperor when in England,
and was the first Ceylonesa to Tuneh with His Royal Highness the
Prinee of Wales, during his recent visit to the East. C, H. Muttu=
Kistna Asgistant Engineer, (Colombo.) Charles de Rosairo, As-
sistant Engineer, (Glasggow.)

Scientists and Discoverers. Dr. Peter Philip Quint
Jurgen Ondaatjie wlho in his 24th year wrote a Thesis on Per-
ception, Memory, connection between mind and maitter, the
nature of the ideas conveyed o the mind by sensation, the laws
of gravity, the diffevence of tlie movement of the pendnlum at
the Equoator and at the Poles, the motion of the heavenly Bodies
according to Kepler's law ste., in appreciation of all whiel, the
Degree of Doctor in Philosophy and the Iiiberal Sciences was
conferred on him.

*  Gabriel Casiechitty, Mudalivar of the Governor’s Gale and
District Mudaliyae of Calpentyn, who discovered pearl banks off

_Carradivoe, in conrequence of which a Pearl Fishery took place
in Mareh 1832,

Johannes Blaardus Ondaatjie, Eldest son of Dr. Quint
Oadaatjie who discovered very valuable tin mines in Java and
Borneo,
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THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. &3

Dr. William"C. Qndaatjie, M. 8. A, Director of the Botanical
Gardens, who wag mainly instewmental in the introdaction of the
olive plant into Ceylon, and discovered the nse for dyeing texlile
fabries in an infosion of the madder, which proved a profitable
gonree of income Lo the Ceylon Government. (Vide observalions
on Vegetable Produels, 1848.)

Dr. Simon de M. Aserappa, M. D., (Edin) whose invention
for the treatment and disposal of sewage by coir dugt and inecine-
ralion (in 1888) was eventually adopted in Ceylon and elsewhere,
wilh sueeess: and whose valuable sngegestions regavding Publie
Healllh were highly a[}pl't‘.‘.ﬂi;ﬂl&tl by Dr. Chalmers (vide Reporl).

Poets, Authors and Scholars. Revd., Philip de Melho,
Poet, Author, Linguist, Biblical Translator, and eminent Divine,
who was Rector of the Duteh Seminary, and was known as
“Rabbi’ de Melho, and ‘The Great Labourver’ (see the " Tamil
Platarch,’ and Caggelg Biographical Dictionary.) Dr. Peter Plilip
Jurgen Quint Ondaatjie A. L. M., Ph.D., J. U. D, (Utrecht and
Leyilen) vide Mcmorials and Times of Dr. Quint Ondaaljie by
Mys. Davies, a Preface to which is written by Professor Vreede of
the Ulrecht Universily. Rev. William Juriaan Ondaatjie, J. U. D.,

(Scholarand Author.) Rev. Manuel Movgappa, J. . D., (Scholar.)

John Rodrigo Moothiab, ¢, ¢. & (Scholar and Linguist) Simon
Jasiechilty Esq., €. €. 8,, (Scholar and Aunthor,) Henry Francis
Muttukigina, (Barvister) (Scholar and Author.) B. A, L. L. B.
(Lincoln's Inn.) John Casiechitty lisq., €. 0. &, M. A, B. C. 17
(Scholar and Author.) Roebert Brownrigg Muttukistna (Poet.).
Dr. Simon Muttukisgtna, a. D, (Edin) Scholar. Rev. Johan Jurgen
Ondaatjie (Colonial Chaplain Seholar and Author.) De. William
C. Ondaatjie, M. 8. A,, (Scholar.) Cuanon Gabriel Rodrigo Mattu-
kistna (Scholar.) Philip Canjemanaden (Anthor.) Dr. Simon de
M. Aserappa, M. D. (Edin) Scholar. Rev. Simon Dedvicle Jurgen
Ondaatjie (Seholar and Author.) Advoeate Chrigtopher Brito,
B. A, (Beholar and Aulhor.) Advocate Arthur L. Reginald
Agerappa. B.A. (Scholar and Linguist.) Richard H. Agerappa, P.0H.
(Scholar.) C. H. Christie David, ¥, v. ¢. A,, (London) ¥. R..¢. 1.,
F.R. 8 A, ¥ V.0 M (London) ¥. R. . I. (London) &e. (Author.)
N. W, Morgappa, . €. 8., B. A, L L. B, (Schiolar.) Lanrie Montague
Byrde Muthukeishna, F.C.I, F. 1. P, L., F, N, & A, . N. 8T, F. B, T,
F. L. A. A. &e. (Seholar.) €. Brito Bubapulle B. Se. (London.)
(Seholar.) Jolin Melho Bunney Aserappa, Engineering Institnte
(London.) : =

Doctors. Michael Jurie Oudaatjie, First Doetor of the Town
ol Celomin, 1710,

Matthew Jurgen Ondaatjie (Physician) Duateh Period.

Dr. Simon de Mello Aserappa, M. D., (Edin) 1880 # st Chief
Medieal Officer of Health of the Colombo Municipality nnder
British Rule,
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Dr. €. V. Aserappa, M, R. €. 8, M.R. ¢. P. (kondon); D. T. H,
(Oxtord), D, 1. M, and H, (Cambridge) Chier Medical Officer of
Health of the Colombo Municipality, 1928,

Provincial Surgeons and other Medical Officers. Dr,
Williamm Charles Ondaalje, M. 8. A. (First Ceylonese Divector of
the Botanieal Gardens) Surgeon in charge Civil Iospital Colombo,
1843. Dr. Edward P. Aserappa M. B. 0. M., Provineial Surgeon,
w. P., Colombo. Di. F. R. Alles L. B, ¢. P. & & (Edin.) 5. ¥. P.
& 8. (Glag.) M. €. B. R, A. 8, Fellow of the Royal Empire Society
Provincial Snrgeon w. P., Colombo. Assistant Director of Medical
and Sanitary Serviees. Dr. Simon Peter Mullukisina m. p. (Edin)
Port Surgeon, Colombo. Dr. Philip *Brito, M. B. ¢. M. Leciurer,
Medical College Colombo. Dr. Charles Mnttukistna, L. M, S,
Colombo. Dr. E. . Alles, M. R, ¢, 8., (Eng.) 0. R. €, P.,(London)
F. R. ¢. 8., (Eng.) Surgeon, General Hospital. Dr. Adrian Pulle-
nayagam L. M. 8. Colombo. Dr. €, Brito Baba Pulle, M. B, €. M.,
(Edin.) Dy, Philip Muothucumaroe, M. B. ¢. M. (Edin) Dr. C,
Paunlickpulle, L. B. €. P. and 8. (London.) Dr. J. M. de Resairo,
L. M. & (Colombo.) Dr, ¢, A. Anandappa, L. M. §. (Colombo.)
Dr. A. F. 8. Cagiechitty L. R, 0, P. and 8, &o. &e. (London) Dr, F.
Pullenayagem, L.M.8. {(Colombo.) Dr. M. de Costa, M.R.C.8. (Eng.)

"~ LR.C.P. (London) D.P.H. (Cantab) €. L. & T. M., L.M, (Dablin) Capt.

¢. M, Corpsa

Christian Ministers and Preachers.

1744, Revd. Philip de Melho, First Ceylonese who was

o ordained Chrigtian Minister. Biblieal Trang-

lator and Reector of the Duteh Seminary.

1773. Revd. William Juaviaan Ondaatjie. v. D. M, “who
haptized over a thonsand five hundred con-
verts dnring one parochial tour in the
Northern Province.

1780. Revd., Manuel Jargen Ondaatjie (Mannar.)

1789. - Matthew Jurgen Ondaatjie (Batavia and

§ Taticorin,)
. Peter Jurgen Ondaatjie (Jaffna.)
5 Christopher Jurgen Ondaatjie (Negapalam.)

1796, - Revd. Manuel Morgappa J. U, D. a zealops Divine
and Clagsical Scholar, whe conversed with

. Governor North in Tatin,
Proponents. Cabriel Jurgen Ondaatjie, Philip Jurgen On-

daatjie, John Jurgen Ondaatjie, Jan Fran-
- ciseus (1775). Franeis Nonis Malleanpa, 1793
Abraham Jurgen Ondaatjie, William Fran-
: cigeus.
Canon of the Cathedral (Colombo.)
Revd. Gabriel Rodrigo Mootookistna.
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THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. 55

Colonial Chaplajns,

Revd, Johan Jurgen Ondaatjie (Colombo), Revd.
Christian David (Jaffna), Revd., Gabriel Jur-
gen Ondaatjie, Revd. William Franciscug
(Colombo), Revd, Gabriel Rodrigo Mootoo-
kistna (_(}01011'1110),_ Revd. Himon Dedrick
Jurgen Ondaatjie, (Colombo.)

Other Anglican Ministers and Catechists.
Revdg. Solomon David and Christian David, Rodrigo Tamnli-
chetly, A. L. Aserappa (C. M. S. Galle Face Church,) Philip

Jurgen Ondaatjie (Calpentyn and Colombo) and Wilmot Horton
Malleappah. (Colombo).

Among the Chetties of Ceylon who laboured in the Roman
Catholic Mission may be mentioned the following i—

1870, Revd. Father William Canjemanaden.

i 5. Gabriel Canjemanaden O, 8. B.
~ (Negombo.)

el »  Lewis Canjemanaden.

z, »  Jerome Masillamony.

Very Revd, Father P. M, Alles, 0, M. I, who is at present
! engaged in active BService in the Weslern
Province.

Educationists.

Revd. Philip de Mellio, Réctor of the Duteh Seminary Revd.
Matthew Jurgen Ondaatjie Reetor of the Dulch, Seminary, 1744.
Revd:-Manuel de Melho, Master of the Tamil School at Negombo,
1704, (Vide Ceylon Literary Register Vol. IV. p. 3.) M. Rod igo
Chetty, Tamil Tuator Seminary, 1825, William Franciscus (St
Thomag” School, Colombo), 1825, Abrabam Nonis Malleappa
(Maradana Boys’ School), 1825, Francis Malleappa, (Boys’ School
Chilaw), 1825, Frank J. Ondaatjie (Madampe and Kollupitiya
Boys’ Schools.)  Abrabam Jurgen Ondaatjie (St. Thomas’ Church
School Colombo.) 1838, Charles Maleappa (St. Thomas’ Chuirch
School Colombo) 1840, A, L. P. Aserappa (C. M. 8. Galle Face
Bchool, Colombo), during the Principalship of Revd. Pargiter
and Rowlands, 15840, J. R. Pullenayagem (Boys' Scliool Putlam
1861), Philip E, Morgappa (Government School, Matara), 1840,
Robert Brownrigg Mootookistna (School master Jaffna.) J. Can-
dappa, Boys® Hehool Slave Island, 1847, Colonial Chaplain Simon-
D. J. Ondaatjie (Matara and Colombo), 1847, Canon ¢. R. Maotoo-
kistna, (Sk Thomas’ College, Colombo), 1847, Henry Morris
Cagiechitty (St. Thomus’ College, Colombo), 1877. Charles Piers
Aserappa, Undergraduate of the Calentta University, (St. Thomas.
College, Colombo), 1893, Basil 0. Pullenayagem, Undergraduate
of the Caleutta University (Wesley College, Colombo),
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“Clement Clristie David (St. Thomas' College, Clolombo), 1883,
Philip Pavenayagem, (St, Thomas' College, Colembo), 1893,
Taurie Montagne Byrde Muthukrishna F.Cc. L, I.1. P. &, F. N. 8. T
F.B.T., F.L.A. A., (Principal Polylechnic Tustitute, Colonibo.)

Among ladies of Chetly descent who were educationists
during the Dateh period are the following, viz. Magdalene
Selirader, (grand danghter of Rev. Philip de Melho) who marriéd
Ven'ble G. J. Sehrader L. L. D. first Ceylonese Archdeacon of
Colombo : Maria Sleenkelder (danghter of Dr. Peter Juviaan
Quint Ondaatjie) who marrvied Matthew Steenkelder of the Duteh
(livil Serviee. Mrs. A, de Costa Weerappa (St, Thomas' Givlg
Sehool, Colombo.) 1820, Mre, Francizens (Tambichetiy) (Girlg’
School, Colpetty.) 1825. Mrs. BE. Ondaatjie (Girls’ Schoel,
Matara.) 1840. Uunder early British Rule, among others, may be
mentioned —

Journalists.

Dy, Peter Qunint Jurgen Ondaatjie. Editor of Courier de
Calaig, 1787, Simon Casiechitty ¢. ¢. 8, (Calpentyn) who edited the
first Tamil newspaper in Ceylon under British Rule, and also
often sent contributions to English Journals, 1853. Philip K.
Morgappa who was for gome time HEditor of the Ceylon Diecesan
Guzette. Lanrie Montagne Mutiukisina who was Editor of the
*Ceylonese " and the ‘ People,” B. Reggie J. Ondaatjie F. R, ¢. T.—

_ Sub-Editor of of the Ceylon Independent at one time, and now

connected with the Daily News and Frank Ondaatjie who is en
= the staff of a well known Journal in Ceylon at present.
Civil Servants, :

Simon Casicchitty, District Judge, Chilaw and Calpeutyn,
1858, John Rodrigo Moothia, I, J, (Kayts N. P.) Richard H.
Asemppa of the Indian Service;, Manager of Railway and Engi-
neer in Chief, John J. Casiechitty, 8. A., B. €. L. (Oxford.) Kayts
Panadura and Matara, 1893, W. N. 8, Aselappa, Police Magistrate
Negomhbo, N. W. Moragappa, J. P., M. B, E,, who acted as Registrar
Gengral of Ceylon, E. F. Onda atJm 1899, \I W. Morgappa, B. A.
{(London), Police Magisirate Kalutara 1929,

Adigars.

Dml Simon de Melho, Chief Tamil Muodaliyar of the Gov-
ernor’s Gate, (Rasa Vasul.) Head of the Protestant Chettics, who
was attached to the personal gtaff of ten Duteh Governors. D. 1738.
~Simon de Rosairo, Adminisirator of Puablic affairs, who on
inatrunetions from the Dutch Government handed over the keys
of the Fort at Calpentyn to the British Colonel, 1796. Abraham
Rodrige Devanasa (Muttukistna) Modaliyar of the Governor’s
Gate, and Heal of the Protestant Chelties and alsa Adikaram,
1837, (vide Ceylon Almanac.) Mannel Morgappa Wanigeratne,
Mudaliyar of the Governor’s Gate and Adikaram,
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Mudaliyars of the Governor's Gate,

1715.
1779
1816,
1838,
1543,
1847,
1833.
1857,

1860).
1883.

Don Bimon de Melho, (Colombo),

Gabriel Rodrigo Mootookistna.

Abvaham Rodrigo Devanasa, (Muoitukistna), Jaffna,

Don Simon de Melho (Wannigerkoon), Colombo.

Manuel Morgappa, (Wannigeratne), Colombo.

Solomon Rodrigo Mootookisina.

Nicholas Jurgen Ondaatjie, Colombo.

Raja Svi Manuel Rodrigo Abraham Mootookistna,
Colombo.

John Casiechitty, (Calpentyn.)

William Jurgen Ondaatiie, (Colombo.)

Mudaliyars of Districts.

1800. John de Rosairo, (Calpentyn and Puttalamn.)
Simon Casiechetty, (Colombo.)

1816. Abraham Rodrigo Devanasa Muttukistna Mudaliyar
over several Districts in the Northern Province,
(Jaitna.)
Abraham Cagiechetty, (Kandy.)

1820. Jeronimus de Rosairo, (Calpentyn.)

1829. Raja Sri Simon Rodrigo Mootookistna, (Calpentyn
and Puttalam, 1. 28 March, 1844)
Gabriel Casiechilty, (Calpentyn.)

1838, Simon Rodrigo Muttukitna.

1843. John Casiechetty, (Calpentyn and Puttalam.)

1850. John Paul Casiechetty, (Hapitigam Corle.)

1862. David M. de Rosairo (Calpentyn.)

&71. Christoffel Brito Paulick Pulle (Pitigal Korle.)
1898. Emmanuel F. de Rosairo, (Calpentyn.)
1928. F¥rank de Costa, (Puttalam Pattu.)
Kachcheri Mudaliyars,

1830. Philip Rodrigo Mootookistna, (First Kachcheri
Mudaliyar of Jaffna.)

1853. Bastian Rodrigo Pullenayagem, (Puttalam.) :

“Titular Mudaliyars

1838. Louis de Rosairo, (Galle.)

1895, William Jurgen Ondaatjie, (Colombo.)

1900. Spencer Sparling Casiechetty, (Colombo.)

Maniagars.
1820. -David de Rosairo, (Patlam), 1844 Joseph Brito Pau-

lick Pulle, (Puttalam). 1848 Solomon Robert Rodrigo
_ Mootookistna, (Puttalam), 1850 John Charles Mal-

leappah, (Puttalam.) Simom Rodrigo Mutlukistna,

Puttalam. % 5
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Shroffs (Mudaliyars.) =

1763. Michael Jurie Ondaatjie, Customs, 1820 Adrian Ro-
drigo Chetty, Chilaw, 1825 Don Simon de Melho
Wannigerkoon, Collectorship of Colombo, 1825
J. Benedict Anandappa, Post office, Colombo, 1825
W. (!, A. Fernando Chelty, Revenue Cominissioner’s
Office, Kandy, 1838 Caspar Casicchetly, Shroft of
Soven Korles, (Kandy and Kurnnegala,) 1829, J.
Adaman Chetty, Kandy, 1829 William Muttukistna,
Customs, Kayts, Jaffna, 1829 Matihew (Gomes)
Amaiyappa, Colombo. 1829, Gabriel Canjema-
naden, Customs, Colomboe, 1832 Simon Rodrigo
Chinnaiya Mutinkistna, Cinnamon Plantation Dept.
Maradana, 1835 Philip Brito Palle, Chilaw. 1838
J. ¥. Pedro Pulle Chetty, Colombo, 1838 M. J.
Ondaatjie, Shroff, Ruanwella 1840 Pedro Pieris
Asgerappn, Negombe, 1840 Antony de Rosaivo, Put-
talam, 1840 Louis Pieris Agerappa, Colombo, 1840
T. Superamanian Chetty, Trincomalee, 1840 Gabriel
Fernando Chetty, Uva and Bintenne, 1848 P. L.
Ramanaden, Castoms, Colombo, 1340 E. de Rosairo,
Customs, Galle, 1848 William, Jurgen Ondaatjie,
P, W. D., Colombo, 1849 John Casiechetty, Fiscals
Office, Colombo, 1849 P. Canjemanaden, Colombo,
1849 (!, N. Adaman, G, A’s. Office, Saffragam, 1849
1>. F. Mattheizgz Chetty, Customs, Colombo, 1863
Franecis Saleg Pleris Tandeveraya, Colombo, 1863
Caspar Casiechetty, Kacheri, Kegalle. 1863 C. B.
Paulick Palle, Puattalam, 1863 Joseph Kodrigo
Monieram Perumal, Loan Board, Colombo, 1870
Philip Canjemanaden, Castoms, Colombo.

Bank Shroffs.
1847, William Jurgen Oundaaljie, First Shroff of the first
1 Bank in Ueylon.
1871. Nicholas Philip Candappa, 0. B. C., Kandy,
1919. Francis Alles, (Chartered Bank.)
- P. Masillamony, (Mereantile Bank.) :
Palrick Anandappa, Mereantile Bank, Galle,

Interpreters, (Mudaliyars.) _
1720, Philip Jurgen Ondaatjie, Hoffvan Justitia (or Supreme
Covrt of Justice), Colombo, 1780 Simon de Rosairo,
Interpreter to Opperkoop and also to Landraad,
(lalpentyn, 1780 Johan Jurgen Ondaatjie, Interpreter
to the Duteh Commander, Galle, 1805 Abraham de
Rosairo, Chief Iuterpretor to Opperkoop, 1815
Adrian Redrigo Chetty, Chief Secrelary’s Office;
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1816 William Jurgen Ondaatjie, Interpreter to the
Seminary and Recorder, 1816 €. Redrigo Mutin-
kistna, Jaffna, 1820 P. Jurgen Ondaatjie, Sitting
Magistrate’s Court, Calpentyn, 1820 Manuel Mor-
gappa Pmtugtse and Tamil Interpreter, C. 8. O,
Colombo, 1829, Daniel Rodrigo Pullenayagem, Pro-
vineial Court, Colombo, 1825 Philip Rodrigo
Maotookistna, Interpreter Collector’s Office, Jaflna,
1825 Solomon Jurgen Ondaaljie, Dutch and Tamil
Interpreter, 1826 Simon Casiechelty, Iuterpreter,
D. (., Calpentyn, 1826 Philip A. Ondatehie, Pro-
vineial Court, Northern Circuit, 1838 Abraham
Rodrige Muttukistna, Waddamaratehi, 1843 Abraham
Casiechetiy, Court of Requestg, Kandy.

1847, Nicholas Jurgen Ondaatjie, Queen’s Advocates Office,
Colombo 1847 Solomon Costa Weerappa, Police
Conrt Colombo, 1847 . 5. .. Ramenaden, Supreme
Clourt, Colombo 1849 C. Bl]lo Paulick Pulle, Distriet
Cotiet, Chilaw, 1862 €L A.J. Ondaatjie, D.C1., Ka] Hinra, -
Abrabam Casiechetly, Courts, Gampola 1870 Christo-
pher Joseph Muttnkistna, D. €., Kandy 1870 Henry
A. David, Police Court, Colombo, I870 Peter Thomas -
Jurgen Ondaatjie, D.C., Kalutara, 1870 Manuel
Abraham Rodrigo Muttukistna, €. 8. 0., Colombo,
1880 P, X. Monieram Perumal, D. €., Colombe,
1880 George Muttukistna, Supreme Court, Dnrban,
South Afrvica, 1896, M. Simon Rodrigdo Matinkistna,
Court, Colombo, 1925 Henry Morrigs Casiechetty,

- Digtriet Court, Colombo.

President. (Village Tribunals.)
Edward J. Casiechetty, Trincomalee,

Udaiyars of Dislriets.
Willie de Rozairvo, (Puttalam District,)
Christie de Rosairo, (Kallakadn.) -
L. de Rosairo, (Calpentyn.)

Registrar General, Registrars aid Thonibu holders, |
1920, N. W Morgappa, ¢.C. &, M,B.E, J. P, Assislant
Registrar General of Ceylon (who also acted as

Registrar General.)
1828. Bastian Rodrigo Chelty, (Thomhu Holder (‘olomlm)

1846, - 8. Franciseus, Thombn Holder Tamil Register. -
1862. M. J. Ondaatjie, Clerk for Tamil Registries.

1916. ~David de Rosairo, Registrar, Calpentyn.

1920. Sol. Rodrigo Pullenayagem, Registrar, Colombo.

1928, J. L. L. de Rosairo, do Calpentyn,
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60 THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

Notaries. Christian M. Movgappa, (18301 Calpentyn: M.
Chetty Candappa Chetty (Calpentyn) ; Phitip Brito Pulle, (1839)
Mampury ; Saviel Wanniappa, (1850) Colombo; Andre Nonis
Chetty, (1848) Colombo ; Soose Ramenaden ; Fransigcus Pieris
Chetty ; Pedro Pieris Chetty : Robert Rodrige Mootookistna,
(1848) Calpentyn, besides many others.

Justices of the Peace, (Permanent.)
1830, Simon Casiechetty, ¢, ¢. 8., for the North Weslern

Provinee,
1928, N. W, Morgappa, €.C.8, M.B.E., for the Western
Province,

Coroners and Deputy Coroners.

1848. Bimon Casiechetly, District of Chilaw.
John Paul Casiechetty Dist, Modliar Hapitigam Korle.
1850, T, Charles Malleappa, (Puttalam.)
> John Cagiechetty, Pattalam and Calpentyn.
1850. Robert Rodrigo Muttukistna, Putialam & Calpentyn,

Fiscals & Deputy Fiscals, (Permanent and acting.)

1855. John Casiechetty, Calpentyn,
1829. N. J. Pieris, (Taverayen Chetty), Chilaw.
1840. Simon Casiechetty, (Chilaw and Calpentyn.)
» 1928. R. Mnuttukistna, (Pattalam.)
= Sl 1880. E. F.de Rosairo, Calpentyn,
1900, W. N. 8. Aserappa, Colombo,
1919. E. Ondaatjie, Colomba,

Brokers, Commission Agents &c. &c., A

- Peter Jurgen Ondaatjie (Messrs. J. P. Green & Co.) 1862,
Antony Alleg (Messrs. Fryer Schultz & Co.), Caitan Anandappa
(Messrs, Alston Scott & Co.), Philip Alles (Messis. J. P.
Green & Co.), Francis Xavier Anandappa (Messrs. Rogers & Co.),

= Marian Alles (Messrs. Vanderspar & Co.), John de M. Aserappa,
John Jeremy Agerappa (Brokers and Commission Agents), Chris-
topher Rodrigo Bavapulle (Messrs, Darley Butler & Co.), J. R,
Candappa (Paleagoda) Dominick Benedict Anandappa (Messrs,
. Alston Seott & Co.), Jolin Silva Pedropulle (Messrs. Darley Buatler
& Co.), Xavier Anandappa (Messrs. Durbam Grindrod & Co.)
Solomon Adaman, (Messrs. Baker & Hall), Felix Candappa

~ ~ (Broker).
[ Among Christian Chetties engaged at various times in
~ . other activities may be mentioned Michml Jnrgen Ondaatiie,
Customs, Colombo (1763) Adrian Casiechetty, Modely, Customs,
Colombo (1763) Themas Jurgen Ondaatjie, Writer, Provineial
Courts, Kayts (1810) Adrian Rodrigo Chetty, Chief “Secretary’s
Office, Colombo (1815) Peter Jurgen Ondaatjie Accountant Trin-
comalie (1815) J, Gomes Amaiyappa Chetly, Government Agent’s

-
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Ofﬁce, Colombo 61823) D. D. Tissera, Government Agent’s Office,
Uva (1829), N. J. Piefis (Taverayan Chetty) Government Agent’s
Oftice, Colombo 1825. Simon Costa Weerappa, Acconntant’s De-
partment, Colombo (1833) J. S. de Fongeka Chetty, Treasury
Colombo (1839) 8. N, Savielpulle Customs, Colombo (1846) L.
Fernandopulle, Treasury, Colombo (1846) 8. Morgappa, Appraiser,
Castoms, Colombo (1847) F. N. Candappa, Storekeeper, Cominis-
sariat, Kandy (1847) P. R. Monieram Perumal, Loan Board Office,
Colombo 1847 Francis Salis Pieris Tandaveraya, Customs,
Colombo, Anthony Laty Ramenaden, Customs, Colombo, Louis
Nicholas Morgappa, Cngloms, Colombo, (1870) Pedro Soesa
Settembellatapulle, Tamil Translator Court of Requnests, Colombo,
John Christoffel Pernandopulle, Assessment Department, Colombo,
(1870) Peter Lounis Aserappa, Assistant Examiner of Estimates
P. W, D. Colombo, Abraham Morgappa, Sub-Collector, Calpentyn,
John Manuel de Rosairo, Secretary, Distriet Court, Putialam
Matthew P. Jurgen Ondaatjie Finaneial and Military Department
Colonial Seeretary’s Office (1853} Spencer 8, Casiechetty, Muda-
liyar, Station Master (C.G.R.) Philip Justin Pallenayagam, General
Post Office, Colombo, H. A. Casiechetly, Municipal Inspector
folombo, Peler Pallenayagam (Munieipal Inspector) Manuel
Casiechelly, P. W. D, Contracltor Kandy, John Malleappah
(Inspector), Kandy G. 8, Casiechetty, Chief Clerk, Forest
Department and others.

(For additional list of names vide Appendix D.)
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CHAPTER 1V,

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS OF CASTE AND SLAVERY.

“The unity of great Britain is not due to any suppression of the
characteristios and customs of its component races, but to these supple-
menting and folfilling each other in the advancement of the national
desfiny,”

(Report of Donowghmore Commission on the Constitution of
Ceylon vide ‘Ceylon Daily Newe' July, 18, 1928 page 5.)

“ Blame not before thou understandest, first hear, and then
rebuke " (The Holy Bible.)

It would be idle to agsume that any higtory of the Sinhalese :
or Tamil Community in Ceylon could he regarded as complete,
without some reference to their ancient social institutions will
which they wereintimately connected. In an age like the present
when there seems to be a good deal of misunderstanding in some
quarlers, it is necessary al the very ountget to emphagize the fact that
the institntion known as Casle, regarded as a seientific clagsification
of labour, was orviginally based on peace and goodwill and [or
mutual cooperation,and not to ereate halred, or disunion, althongh
we feel bound to admit that in conrge of time this institution like

~many good things which have been spoilt by use, had been prosti-
tuted to suit selfish ends. The fault is really not in the system
which has alveady withstood the enslaught of ages, but in those
who misconstrued the original ideals. A brief investigation into
its origin would we trust tend (o remove any doubts that may
still be lingering in the minds of some. We learn from the Maha-
wansa collection of Buddhist tracts, edited by Edward Upham,
(collected by Sir Alexander Johnstone) p. 338 that in the early
ages of the world, all men were equal, in consequence of which
many contenlions arose among them, and in order to prevent oy
appease their strifes, they elected a chief to govern them. T this
chief they all submitted, and for his support they gave the one
tenth of all the prodnce of their lands, and henece came the name of
Khathriya- or landlord, and as he endeavoured to safisfy the
people, they gave him the name of ‘Rajah’, which is derived from
the word ‘ranjite’, to satisly, and hence came the word ‘Rajah’
which i considered as equivalent to 'King’.

The meaning of the word ‘Brahmin’ is ‘to put away sin,” and
in the first ages of the world, such men ag relrained- from min,
were called Brahmanayo or Brahming, and known among the
Hinhalese as * Bamino ® which means precisely the same,

The meaning of the word " Waysiya is 'gfve and take’ ‘buy and
gell’, make merchandize, These had three modes of employment,
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firsl, dealing or merchandising, earried on by the Tana Vaisiyas,
known among the Sifthalese as “Welindoo’ and referred to as such
by Philalethes in his Account of Ceylon; the second, mode of
employment was tending cattle Ko-Vaysiyas: and the #hird,
tilling the ground, regorted to by the Poo-Vaisiyas known among
the Sinhalese as Goiyas., Thus sprang the four main elasses of
labour, known as Raja, Bamino, Welindoo, and Goiya each dis-
charging its regpective obligations to society. Those who did not
belong to these four main grades of gociety were known as
Kshudrayo, who too had various daties to perform, in the service
of the Town, or in the honsges, known among the Tamils as Kudi-
makkel, among the Sinhalese as Nagarvkara, for all recognised
in a true democratic spirit, the dignity of labounr; though ot
different sorts. The Burgher community in Ceylon ioo, differen-
tiated between the Europeest, Castiz, Purstis, and Mistis. Refer-
ring to the past of varvious eivilized eountries, it cannot be denied
that in Englond, in olden timeg. there were class divisions e.g.
gentry, farmer, peasants, labonrers, village (radesmen &e. (Vide
" Social England” by H. D. Traill ;) even in ancient Sparia re-
parded by some as an ideal State, perfect equality was not to be
fonnd ; and Dean Inge states that in America the men who drew
np the Declaration of Independence, and asserted that all men ave
natarally equal, did not mean that their slaves were equal to
themselves. In Tngland during the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries

we are told that Heralds held their vigitations periodically, and

noted down in Registers, like the Thombo holders of Ceylon who

noted in Thombos, the pedigrees of families, dividing them into-
clusses such as Gentry Farmer, Peasant, Labourer, Serf, Village
Trad-smen and Freemen, affording evidence that sogcial distine-
tions existed even then. Inthe connty of Devon visitations were
held by Heralds in 1531, 1564, 1572, and 1620 ; and in the lists
which appear in 1620, we are told by S. Baring Gould in *0ld
country life’ p. 18 that in South Devon among the names mentioned
in the Parish Register as being of gentle families and good blood,
are Hdgecumbes, ITillerdons, Collings, Fowells, Fords, Coplestons,
Prideanx. Savery, Reynolds, Kempthorneg and others, Hven in
‘modern England, social distinetions which depend on wealth and
education exist, as the respected and distinguished Editor of
*The Epiphany ’ (published at Caleutta) states in the issue of May
14, 1927, though they must be regarded as ‘fluid.

Whether as the learned historian Revd. Father S, Gnanapra-
gasam O. M. 1., states, Cuaste systemn was jniroduced by the
Aryans afnong the Dravidiang (vide Historical Aspect of Chris-
tianity and Buddhism p, 11} or even vice versa, J. E. Tennent in
his 'History of Ceylon’ says that after the arrival of Wijaya and
his followers, the system in all its minute subdivisions, and
Slavery hoth domestic and praedial, prevailed throughout the
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Igland’., That many crimes were eomnmilted owing to misunder-

standing of original ideals, by men in the p&si, is evident from the
gtatement of a very distingnished Ceylonese scholar and
historian, that a man who ventuved to cover his houge

with {tiles, without being entitled to that distinetion, had -

it pulled down to the ground by order of his superior, and

that a poor tailor whose love of finery led him to be married
in a searlet jacket, was nearly killed at the Church door. Barris-
ter Donald Obeysekere, M. A., L. L. D., in his "Outlines of Ceylon
History’ ps. 18 and 19 says tl;at it was not till the year 1802 that
a Priest of a lower caste than the Goigama, was permitted to enter
the high order known as Upasampada, and that till then, men of
the low castes had to remain in the lower order of the Priesthood
known as Samanera, however learned some of them may have
been, The anthor of the ‘Ceylon Gazetteer” actually refers to a
praclice confined echiefly to lhe inferior classes of the Tamils,
whete one of a lower class wishes to equalize with, and sit and
eal with one of a Aigher class, which is done by signifying his
intentions to the Chiefs and leaders of his caste, rising and decor-
ating a pandal with white cloth, inviling those necessary to be
present at the ceremony of shaving and wearing the head gear,

- entertaining the guests to a sumptuouns feast, making suilable

presents, and donating a sum of money to the temple. Students
of history are aware that in different eountlries and at different
_ber iods, and even in the same country at various times, there have
“heen various customsg, orvdinances, standards of right and wrong
~and also varions standards of respectability. Many things consi-
dered legal and proper at one time, like Polygamy and Slavery
are now condemned as wrong., Sostringent were the regnlations
regarding slavery in Ceylon during Dutech Rule, when many
Jeylon Chetties too possessed slaves, that a slave who ran away
from his master was sentenced to be hanged ; and those masters
who endeavonred to emaneipate their slaves, were threatened with
punishment (Vide Legislative Enactments of 1656). Religion too
at one time was under the domain of force, such that Parliament
in 1648 provided that those who were found guilty of eight érrors

-

in Dogctrine were sentenced to death, and those who disobeyed

the Church in respect of sixteen others, were sentenced to indefi=
nite imprisonment ; and religious wars were carried on in the past,.

which today are regarded as a disgrace to hnmanity. Some fifty

vears ago, Religion and Science were at conflict with eaelL other,
and some thonght it the faghion to follow agnosties like IIuxley

" (vide Nineteenth Century and and after, March 1927). About 1711,

during the regime of Hig Excelleney the Duateh Goveraer Hendl_lk
Becker, demon worship and idolatvy were prohibited in Ceylon,
and those who led a life of dulpicity in relizsion were
punished by the law of the land, while the obgervance of Sunday
was enforced. Such was the standard of integrily, and such the
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value placed on varions commodities in days gone by, that in 1659

in Ceylon, theft of cintiamon and even the purchasing and selling
of it, was punishable with death, while about 1770 theft of about
five shillings worth of goods from a shop was similarly punished;
and we are teld that a girl of 22 was hanged for receiving a piece
‘of wonllen gtuff from the man who had stolen it. About that
‘period, debt was punished with what often was imprisonment for
life; 'and duelling was the recognised mode of settling all personal
o dlsputers, and no attempt was made to treat even the killing of a
man in o duel as wilful murder,

With respect to social changes, Buckle in his ¢ History of
- Civilization’ says that in Scotland atter 1748, the interests of civili-
zation, that is the interests of knowledge, of liberty, and of wealth
assumed the npper hand, and reduced men like the Highlandera
to utter insignificance, and that the traders and inhabitants of
towns: hecame prominent. At another time when a mercantile
and money making spirit was diffused, men were valued for
their wealth, as well for their birth, and thus a new standard
was sef np.

In Ceylon, over a hundred }'Pdl’ﬂ ago, the God-given heritage
of Dbirth—the product of stecessive generations of holy
matrimonial alliances, eultural traditions and high ideals, and not
the mere accumulation of wealth, spems to have been the standard
of regpectability, for, says Philalethes in his ¢ Account of Ceylon’

“ Riches are not here valued, nor make any the more honourable,

for many of the lower sorts do far exceed these ‘Hamedrewos’

(aristoerats) in estates, but it is the-birth and parentage that -

ennobleth,” Indeed so much importance was attached to this
standard of respectability during the Duteh period, and even in
early British times, that many resorted to the device of assuming
respectable surnames, (as judged by thie above mentioned standard)
with the result that Ordinances had to be passed forbidding it.

In olden times when standards of judgment were different
from the present, the Ceylon Chetties were, it must be admitted,
rigid observers of various customs. They opposed by stringent
“rules the intermingling of lower grades with the higher, as avaa
the custom among Sinhalese too at that peried, and were very

fastidions with respect to their matrimonial alliances, and in

“many respects resembled the ancient'Jews, who reprimanded Our
Lord for sitting and eating with publicans and sinners, Indeed
the Ceylon Chetties were very keen in those days about the
avoidance of the evil effects of base associations, and vicions
company, for they Iknew too well that evil communications could ™
corrupt good manners, and that a man was generally known by
the company he kept. Aecording to the ancient social inatitution
in Ceylon known as Caste, those performing the funections of a
domestic gervant, known among the Tamils as *Kudimalklzel ",-.ﬂr
Town servants, and known amoug the Sinhalese as * Nagarkaras ',
by reason of the dlsadvaut'\ge of the lack of opportunities of good

L e
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66 CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

~education and breeding, culture and training, were 110t considersd
as being in a position to associate on egaal terms, or be in the
company of the Ceylon Chetties and other respectable folk, whe-
ther Dutch Burghers, or Tawmils ofthe North and East, or Kandyans,
of olden tines. Similar distinctions then existed among the low
coantry Sinhalese too, who wera particular ag to the company
with whom they wined and dined, so much so, that on one ooea-
Bion some Sinhalege aristocrats nctnally refused to sit with some
other folk at a Governor’s bangnet, presumably as a man was
known by the company he kept; forag a very distinguished
oriental poet—Sadi, a Persian, has said (as rendered in English
by Arnold) :—
 Pass by the merchant’s fragrant waves,
Thy vobes the scent of amber bears.
' Go where the smiih his trade pursues,
Thy mantle’s folds have dusky hueg,”

Tt is interesting to note that among points of similarity hets
ween the Ceylon Chetties and ancient Hebrews, was the appoint-
ment of a “ Chief ” of every tribe, designated among the Hebrew-
ag the '“ Prince” of the tribe or © Head” of thousands, correspon-
ding to the *‘Setti—Talamai"” or * Head ” of the Chetties. Indeed
it was the daty of this “ Head” of the Chatties, among other
things, to look to the maintenance of tha social status and. respec-
tability of the Chetty Community, by aliminating from any social
funection, with the aid of a barber who carried out his orders, any

- persons of inferior grades of society, to preclude possibilities of
gocial deterioration or downward tendency. Thus each commu-

" nity was like a police to itgell, and iu those days there were no
abductions, divorce cases, nor any question of women's rights and
men’s wrongs. Appointments as * Heads' of Chettie® were
generally confined to Government ssrvants. The following ware
among those who at various times were appointed “ Heads” of
Chetties, both Christian and Heathen :—

HEADS OF CHRISTIAN CHRETTIES.

1750, Simon de Melho—Chief Tamil Mudaliyar of the Gate-=
(Rasa Vasul) who was attached to the personal
staff of fem Dutech Governors. Head of the
Protestant Chetties. ;
1763, Ohristoffel Fernande Marudappa—Tlead of the Roman
Catholic Chetties,
1780, Juan Fernaudo Pulle Chettizr--Protector of the Tamil
inhabitants and Head of the Chetties.
- 1785. John Jurgen Ondaatjie—Iuterpreter to the Duteh Com-
mander—Heuad of the Chettieg at Galle.
1803. John de Rosairo—son of Matthew de Rosairo—Head of
Chetties at Galle.
1816. Abraham Rodrigo Devanasa (Mootookistna)~Mudaliyar
of the Governor's Gate. Head of the Protestant
Ch etties, 7

-
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1816. Saviel Rodrigo Pulle—Head of the Chetties at Palleagoda. -

1825. Don Simon de Melho Wannigerkoon—Chief Tamil Muda-
liyar of the Governor's Gate and Head of the
Protestant Chetties in Colombo.

1525, Don William Franciseo Vander Poogalen Marndappa—
Head of the Roman Catholie Chetties (Walawity
Corle).

1825, W. C. A. Fernando Pulle—Head of the Christian Chetties
(Kandy).

1825. P. Anandappa Chetty—Head of the Christian Chettics
(Kalpentyn).

1833. Louis de Rosairo—Mudaliyar—Head of the Chetties at
Galle.

1835. Raja Sri Abraham Rodrigo Mootookistna—Modeliyar of
the Governor's Gate and Head of the Protestant
Chetties.

1844. Manuel Morgappa Wanigeratne—Mudaliyar of the Gover-
nor’s Gate and Head of the Protestant Chetties.

1847. Solomon Rodrigo Mootookistha—Mudaliyar of the Gover-
not'= Gate and Head of the Protestant Chetties.

1857. Manuel Abraham Rodrigo Mootookistna—Mudaliyar of the
Governor’s Gate and Head of the Profestant Chetties,

Heaps or HesaTHEN CHETTIES
1821. Muttoo Ambalawanar Chetty—(Treasnry Shrcff).
1825, Wytheanadhen Odear—Head of the Heathen Chetties at
Calpentyn.
1825. Swaminathen Edirmanasingham—Head of the Heathen
Chetties, Colombo,
1850. Muttn Coomaraswamy—Gate Mudaliyar. Head of the
. Heathen Chettiss,

" Other communities teo had their own “Heads” or “Chiefs,”
e. ¢, Head Moorman, Head of the Silversmiths, Head of the
Goldsmiths, Head of the Barberz, Head of the Washermen, Head
of the Fishers, &e,, &e,

The Ceylon Chetty Community included in the term ‘vaisiyas’,
.or more correctly * Tuna Vaisiyas’ of the Waniger or Merchant
claes (a. g. Waniger-koon, Wanigeratne) by reason of the culturs,
training, and business qnalities doring several successive geuera-
tions, came to be characterized by special hereditary tendencies,
and distinetive traits. P

Selkirk in his ‘ Reccllections of Ceylon’ says that the tribe
called ¢ Vaisyns * who constitute the nobility, are divided into (1)

Tana Vaisyas commonly called Chetlies, the most honourable, in- |

dustrious, and enterprising race of men in the Island. Right
Hon. W. Ea Thompson Sharpe, Member of Parliament for North
Keusington, writes that *the Chetty race arve the flower of the
Tamil people in India and Ceylon’, the Government Archivist of
Ceylon, Mr. . Reimers says that ‘this commnunity have identified
themselves with sommercial activities . . . . and their repuled
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68 CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

~integrity in these transactions has never been questioned’, &e,, &e,
(Vide Appendix A). Sach were the distinctive characteristios
which during successive generations of learning, culture, and
training, the Ceylon Chetties developed. So was it among other
commuuities also, Handierafis and meechanical arts, among
those enguged in such service, vastly improved. The secrets
of trades were handed down from father to son, and the
experience of centnries were concentrated on each. The
Indian workman did nnt have his equal in many arts, An
Officer of the Ceylon Rifles in his ‘History of Ceylon” p. 28%
fays, “Look at the exquisite buildings in Tndia, look at their
earvings, their Trichnopoly chaing which an European work-
man cannot make, their carpets, shawls, &e. their stesl made
on perfectly seientific and chemical prineiples; two thonsand
years since, England cannot surpass ; in proof, Sheffield manu-
facturers stamp their often inferior goods, ‘Indian steel’ to
enhance their value, Thus each class or community, recognising
the dignity of various sorts of labonr, and possessad of hereditary
traits, continued to develop distinetive qualities, and workel
harmonionsly for the common good ; and the bt type of each
was to be found. -

As regards the idea that there is benefit acerning from
successive genevations of special training, even the Turf affords
ample evidence, for dees not the elassification of Race horses, and
the weeding out of undesirables, depend on pedigree 7 Were wa
in need of a great veligions Teacher or Reformer, we should
naturally look for one such, 50t from among a commu nity who

has given duzzling evidence of material civilization, but from
among those who by gensrations of intellectual, moral, and
spiritual enlture, have already produced world teachers and Be:
formera. In the realm of polities to-day, we realize the fuct
that Britishers, ara by veason of their experiance throngh
successtve generations, vegarded as the most competent to
govern countries composed of various nationalities, and it is no
vain compliment to sny that the British Government ig the
most Aumane of all Governments that have hitherto existed in
Ceyion. We do not however deny that God has made of one
blood all nationa of the earth, and that despite all diserimination
of race and colour, it would not be possible, if equoal opportunities
were assured, for men of learning, ability, spiritnality  and
integrity of character, like the poet Tiruvalluvar of old who
belonged to an inferior social grade, to rise to prominence even if
. cagte prejudice was very strong, Sueh men could even qualify
themselves in course of time in the art of good Government, for
reformation never came in a flood ; nor do we venitnrs to state
that individoals whether of majority or minority communitier,
whatever their social grade may be, provided they have ability
and character, and are deveid of prejudice, are incapable of
digcharging the duties of the most exalted officas in this Island,
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Indeed there have been many eases when men of genins of
inferior grades, have shone very brilliantly, and common experi-
ence teaches us that when we ave dazzled by the brillianey of a
diamerd, we never care to dive into the history of its origin,

Students of history are aware that great social changes gene-
rally follow important political events snch as Wars, Revolutions,
&e. and in this progressive age, members of various communities
however conservative they may have been in the past, must be
prepared for social reconstruction within reasonable limits, and
without detriment to noble idesls. Talleyrand tells us that the
life of the French aristocracy was very pleasant before the
Revolution, but since the disappearance of the Feudal gpirit,
conditions were transformed. In England too, about that period,
barriers between ranks and classes wore to a large extent broken
down, That radical changes often cause grief to some, is evident
from the fact that when the Reform Bill of 1832 received the
Royal Assent, the Lord Bathurst of the period who had been
a member of the Doke ol Wellington's Cabinet, solemnly eut
off his pigtail saying ¢Ichabod’, for “ the glory has departed.”
Among the results of the Constitutional Reforms introduced into
Ceylon in 1832, the system of allotment of separate residential
quarters for various communities was abolished, and people
irrespective of custe or creed, were allowed to reside wherever
they pleased. Dean Ingd in an article contributed to the Morning
Post on ‘Racialism and Christianity’ remarked some time ago, that
gocial systems in some Western countries, have crambled in a few
centuries, and Lord Ronaldshay who presided at a meeting of the
East India Association, not very long ago, is reported to have
observed that it is not advisable te procurve a. revolution in

* India’s social system which had swited them so long, In view of
these statements, we await with keen anxiety the results of the,
introduction of the Donoughmore Reforms, in our little Island of
Ceylon, and it effect on variovs communities, 1t is appurent to
the keen observer, however, that bensath the manifold diversity of
physical and soeial type, langnage, enstoms, and religions, whieh
differentiate communities, that from Point Pedro in the North to

_ Point-de-Galle inthe Soath, and from the Metropolitan City of

Golombo in the West to distant Batticaloa in the Bast, now conneot-
ed by frain, there is an underlying uniformity of life, and that
there are even pow not a few men, imbued with that spirit of love,
gympathy, a.ntlg service, which breathe throngh the New Testa-
ment, who regard labour and wealth as of equal worth in the
service of humanity; and we foresee that in the new era abowt to
dawn, it wonld be found that all Ceylonese would regard educa-
tion as the nedinm of monlding character, and not merely as a
pagsport to high office, and the securing of large salaries, that
Laws would not grind the poor, while riech men rule the Law:
that Might would not trample down Right; that action wonld be
consistent with speech, that women, with distinelive [emiunine

. Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
- noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



a

70 CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

Gualities, and not asundeveloped men, would aim at higher ideals of
social life than at present, that mothers would spefid more time and
energy in training their children to be healthy and good citizens,
while childless and nnmarried women would effect reforma for
the general good,aveiding many sins of wociety which contaminate
modern life, and that new standards of worth and judgment, based
on spirituality, noble ideals, and high eharacter, would be gat up.
Then, Aristoerats, Plutocrats, Congervatives, Liberals, Tana
Vaisyus, Ratamahatmayas and Hamudurnves, would join hand
in hand with all others, whatever their race or colour or creed.
may be, and acclaim in joyful strain, with one aceord,
s * What care 1 for race or creed ?

It is the deed, it is the deed,

‘What for class, or what for elan ?

It is the man, it ig the man.

Heirs of love and joy and woe,

‘Who is high, and who is low ?

Mountain, valley, sky and sea,

Are for all humanity.

Another social institution which existed frons {hetime of the
ancient Hebrew Patriarchs, with which the Ceylon Chetties were
also associated in olden days, wae the system of Slavery. This
gystem which at one time was l:gally established in England, was
largely prevalent in thig Island, and some idea may be formed
from the fact that about 1839 the number of slaves exclusive of
the Seven Korles, amounted to 27,397, though the population of

“Ceylon at that time, is alleged to liave been only about 1,350,611,
- During the Dutch period and underedrly British Rule, many

Ceylon Chetties too possessed slaves, some of whom, on special ocea-
gions, were reguisitioned hy their owners to swell their retinne by
way of adding to the pomp and splendonr of varions’ functions,
(See ulso Chap, II. Domestic habits) The Ceylon Chetties not
only regarded the slaves ag forming part of the household, and
treated them well, but also bestowed lands and varions gifts, as
may be discovered from old Last Wills and Title Deeds: Asa’
gpecific instanee of slaves forming part of the moveable property -

of Ceylon Chetties, may be mentioned thie fact that  Gfte -

Mudaliyar and Adigar S8imon de Melho, gave on the oceasion of
the marriage of his daughter Snsauna with Mudaliyar -Don
Juan Illangakoon of the Southern Provinee, as dewry, not only
her weight in gold, and extensive landed propgrty, but also
twenty five male and female slaves as well. Indeed, so affectionate
were gome slaves to their Ceylon Chetty owners, thatevenl after the
Proc lamation of the Abolition of Slavery by that kind and humane
Governor Siv Robert Wilmot Horton, many slaves though
emancipated, were loath to leave their owners., That £yatem, be
it said to the credit of the benign and hnmane Britigh Christian
Government, has now ceased to exist in Ceylon, and o form of
glavery of any kind, is now practised by Ceylon Chetties. (Vide
Appendix B for Certificates, Notices, &e., regarding slaves).
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CHAPTER V.

LANGUAGE, LITERATURE AND EDUCATION.

As regards the Tamil language, which is the mbther tongue
of the Ceylon Chetties, and which is the oldest of all languages
spoken in South India, Taylor in his Preface to Dr. Retler’s
Tamil English Dictionary part 1V, says that Pamil means ‘sweet’
and is ‘copious, refined, and polished’. Few nations have so
many poets ag the Tamils, ‘Poetry seems to have been the first
fixed form of language amongst them, all aneient books even
those on Medicine, are in Poetry’ says Simon Casiechetty C. C. 8,
Author of the ‘Tamil Plutarch’. Pandyaun kings of Madura from
9th century B, C. to 14th century AD. offered liberal induce-
ments to poets, and wounld have honoured the Counrt of Aungustus,
Like the Royal Academy of Sciences founded by Lounis X1V at
Parig, the Pandyan kings at Madura had theiv different Sangams
or Colleges, for promoting literature and preserving the purity
and integrity of the language. From all parts of South India,
Poets crowded into Sanga Mandapam, to recite ¢ mpositions, and
Royal favour, and presentations of purses of gold, elephants and
horges, lands and money, were made by distinguished men, in
~ appreciation of literary merit. Tamil Literature was flourishing,

till daring the early part of the 14th ecentury, when Mahommedan™
hordes poured inte-Seuth India, and Prakrama Pandiyan was
led away caplive to Delhi, the Tamils lost all their literature; for
#ll the -genius reared for ager, were confined to.the flames; but
“since thie-otcupation of Ceylon by the British, Tamil literature
rovived; - - i

" .. It'is also asserted by some writers that the Hdicts of Asoka
‘were_proclaimed in Tamil, and that there is mention made in
“the Lalita Vistara, a Biography of Buddha in Sanscrit, which
"is paid to _hsw_a been translated into the Chinese language in the
fielft century, that Buddha seems to have studied Tamil, which
. proves incidentally the antiquity ef the Tamil langnage; while the
- gimilavity of words such as ‘mulkta’ the Sanserit name for ‘Pearl’,
“in Tamil ‘mutthw’, the Greek name for ‘riece’ orvizza’ like the
‘Tamil “Arisi’yy the Greek namae ‘Peperi’ like the Dravidian
‘Pippali’ long pepper &c; &e afford linguistic proof of Dravidian
slement, in connection with commerce with ancient Greece,

In days gone by, Tamils of high social status, and respect® -
ability, including many Ceylon Chetties, not only appreciated the
value of learning, and were many of them skilled in both Tamil
and foreign literature, but also encouraged the growth and
progress of-=ivilization and eulture in others, for we learn from
the ‘Tamil Plutar¢h’ published in 1859, that a distinguished
Poet of Southern India, Kulangei Tambiran of the sacred city
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of Kanjipuram, a descendant of the ancient family of Adondai
Chakravarti, who was a great Sanscrit and* Tamil Scholar, and
whose Ipic poems wers remarkable for their elegant and hurmo-
nions versification, delicated several of his Epic poems to the
celebrated Linguist and eminent Divine Rev, Philip de M=lho
of the Che:ity Community, as a tribute of respect to his great
worth and literary abilities. Such was De Melho's ability, that
during the time ol the Duteh Givernor Schreuder, he was
commonly styled ¢ Rabbi de Melho' and sometimes as ‘the
Great Labourver.

The following stanza from the sescond canto of ths Epics
of Kulangei Tambiran, rendered into Enelish, wonld afford soms
evidence of the intellectual abilities of the pious Divine, and
the respect in which he was held :—

“The clouds darted lightnings, bright as the light of
wisdom, in the mind of the learned teacher Philip de Mello,

_ sounded as the words of insiruclion proceeding from his

mouth, and poured down rain with a benevolence like his
ta promole the happiness of mankind.” :

The fourth stanza runs thus :—

* Gladdening ths inhabitants of the earih, the yains
poured down incessanily, and it seemed as if they were
bathing the mount Zion whereon the holy name of our God,
the God of gods, 1s peculiarly distinguished

As additional instances of the enconragement of learning

_and literature, may be mentioned the case of Arunachala Kavi-

rayer of Vellala enste, who in 1754 on his way to Pondicherry,
sang the ‘Rama Nadagam, which he composed, be[om Manoli
Muttukrishna Modeliar, beginning thua :—

‘ Hail, O Muttukrishna, thow skilled in all languages !.......
I am coming lo wait on thee with the sacred Famayana to obtain thy

Javour. [ shall explain its meaning, and it iz for thee lo hear il.,

I am the Nymphaea flower which ex pands all night, and thow art the
moon, I am the corn, and thow arl the reigning cloud, I am the lokus
flower, and thow art the sun’ d&e. &c. '

On hraring the song Muattu Krishna loaded Arunachala
Kavirayer with gifts, whereupon the poet concluded thus :—
* He gave me gold, and heaped riches upon me, he gawve

. me the products of the differeni countries, he gove me en-
couragement, he gave me a wreath to be worn on the head, he
gave me honour by seating me on the poetic throne, he gave

me the historss of Rama to all* d&ze. drc. closing with the line.

*8o gave Manolt Mulln Krishna who cherishes ihe
world.”

One more instance of the encouragemetﬁ of learning was that
of Ananda Bharati Aiyengar, son of Srinavasa Iyengar, who was
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born in 1786 near Tanjore, who in his 13th yesr composed a -
drama of exquisite beauty, which so pleased Asyarappa, a very

wealthiy citizen, that he honeoured the Poet with the gift of a

honse and garden, conferring on him the title of ‘Kaviraja

* Swami.’

As wet another.instance of the appreciation of literary merit
among members of the Chetty community, was the dedication of
soms didactic poems of a high order, to District Judge Simon
Casiechitty of Calpentyn, (who was himself skilled in Tamil and
foreign literature), by the distingnished composer Vedhagiri
Muodaliyar, who was born in 1795 of a Tuluva Velala family
at Kualatur in the Carnatie, a peculiarity of which composition
was the fact that almost every stanza ended with the name
‘ Cusiechitty.” Amonyg poet Vedhagiri Mudaliyar's compositions
are Manunidi Sadagam, Manvikijana Sadagain, Nitichintamini,
and Banmagasaram, of which the first thres contain 100 stanzas
each, and the lust 110. 5

It ig also gaid of a well known Tumil Poet Inbakavi whoss
Christian nam'es weve Xavier Henrie Leam, of about a hundred
Years ago, that on a vigit to the firs{ Kacheri Mudaliyar of Jaffna,
Philip-Rodrigo Muttukistna of the Ceylon Chetty Community, he
was challenged to improvise a stanza, which shounld begin with
the word ‘ Mai’ (Dblack paint), and end with the word ‘Mai-ir’
(hair). The visitor very readily gave a beantiful impromptu,
connecting the Mudaliyar’s son. Abraham Mattukisina with the
colonr of the ‘hair’ of his fiancé, and later on wrote a drama
called ‘Kuravanjei’ in bonour of the Mndaliyar, which elicited -
grent admiration for its musical cadence and vivid colouring, for
which he appenrs to have been amply compensated.

The membeis of the Ceylon Chet y Community of over
half a century ago received their education during the Portuguese
period in Tamil Schools, or through private instruerors, in their
homes and in the seven or eight Portuguese Colleges and
Seminaries which existed in various parts of the Igland ; and by
visits to the different Singarns in South India. These Portuguess
Collezes and Seminaries were situated in Colombo, Mutwal,
Negombo, Namagamuwa, Cotta, Chilaw, Calpentyn, Galle, Jaffna,
ete,; and were under the supervision of Franciscan Friars, Dom-
inicans, Cupuching and Jesnir Priests, and ineluding variona
schools numbered over a hundred. These Institutions where
educition was imparted free of charge, were intended chiefly for

* ReligivusInstroction, Reading, Writing,Singing, Latin and good. °~

enstoms.” In the Jesuit College at Colombe which stood near the
present Consistory Buildings at Pettah, weare t¢ld by a very com-
petent authority that there wusa Sacondary Department of lessons
in the Humanities and Rhetoric and also a saperior course
of Moral Philosophy. - With respect to the natnral abililies of
the students of this College, Revd. 8, G. Pervra, 8. JI. states

Ls10°=)
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that Tavernier observed that they were “ 80 qujck and intelligent
that they learnt in six months more TatinsPhilogophy, and other
seiences than Buropeans acquire in one year, and that they quebtion-
ad the Revd. Fathers with such gubtlety and so deeply that he was
amazed.” Similar amazement was expressed with regard to the
intellectnal abilities of Lanka’s gons by a Duteh Governor many
years later, to which we vefer helow. During the Duteh period,
the system of education was founded on a gound basig and
was admitted to be very satisfactory, and with the growth and
progress of Kuropean ciwilization, some of the ancient Ceylon
Chetties were eduncated in the suburban Parish Schools, where
Tamil and Sinhdlege were also tanght, which were under the
management of the Seholarehal Commission whose duty it was
to see, wmong olher things, to the -preparation of the School
Thombos or Registers, which contained details regarding each
student, the names of his parents, theiv family history, dates
of birth, baptisms, marriages, deaths, their educational qualifica-
tions, what offspring they had, &e. In those days attendance at
School was compulgory and by no means expensive.

It 8 interesting to note that the School Thombo Holder of
that period was regarded ag a man of some consequence, “unlike
many village school-masters of a few years ago, and sneh was the
regard for the School-master of the Metropolitan School at
Woltendahl Colombo, that the Ilead Teacher (Palliya Maha
Gnrunanse) was at one timne appointed Mahamudalivar by the
Duateh Government.

Very often Junior teachers themselves were examined ag to
their qualification, and reports were sent to the Dutch Govern-
ment. In October 1704, the Predikanten . de Ande and P.
Synjen and the Scholarch (School Inspector) G. de Costa visited
the schools, and in their Report to the Duteh Governor Simons,
inter alic, saythat Mannel de Melhio, master of the Negombo
Malabar School * had learnt three Malabar Catechisms and on'
being examined gave ready answers.” (Vide Cey. Lit. Register
1889. p. 53.)

Aucient Ceylon Chetty youths, barring those who attended
Subnrban Schools &c., were educated in the Duteh Seminary
in Colombo which was opened in 1696, and intended solely
for training gyonths of good family. Among such were
William Juriaan Ondaaljie, Philip de Melho (who alterwards
became Rector of the Seminary), Philip Jurgen Oundaatjie
and Henriens Philipsz Wijekoon Panditteratne. At this
Tustitution were taught Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Fatliematics,
Moral Secience, &e. &e. and it is stated that on ons oecasion when
the Dutch Governor Van Imhoff visited the InstitvAion he was
delighted to sce the dusky yvouths talking in Latin and poring
over Greek. And puch was the honour and dignity which
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attached to the Teaching Profession at that period that the res-
pousible Clergy refusesd to hold the Examination on one occasion,
hecansge the Governor's earviage had not heen sent to convey them.

. (Vide * Ceylon and the Hollanders® by Dr. Panl E. Peivis, ¢, 0.8,
M. A, D. Lit.) Alter enmpleting their enurse at the Dateh Semin-
ary in Ceylon, some Chetty youths, who were gelected by the
Duteh Government for theie brillianey, and also others who
could have afforded it, proceeded to Utrecht or Leyden Univer-
giby to complete their conrde, like Revd., William Juriaan Ondaatjie
J. U. D, who was a fellow student, of the Duatelh Governor Irnam
Falgle ; Dr. Pster Qnint Ondaatjie, J. 0. D. who was a fellow*

. gtudent of the Poet Bellamy ; Revd. Manunel Morgappa, 3.U. D,
andl others. In some cases owing to distance, risks ol a long
voyage (of nearly six monthsg in thoge days) and the anxiely of
mothers, Chetty youths of exceptional brilliancy, though selected
a8 qualified students to be gent to the Leyden University by the
Duteh Government, like Revd. Philip de Melho, who refused the
honour and privilege, and others who also conld haye afforded the
expengs, were loath to leave Ceylon.

Abont the end of the 17th centnry, with the growth of
eivilization and Christianiiy, and the introduetion of the Printing
Pregs in 1739 by the Duteh Governor Van Imhoff, rapid progress
was made by Ceylon Chetties. Revd. . B. Swalier ii a paper
entitled " The activity of our fathers in regard to the progress of
Christian civilization’ says that * Colombo.at that time was a centre -
of eivilization, and Cleylon was also in {hat respecta precious gem
in the Crown of Holland™ !!  Thesystem of edueation was doring -
this period not merely bi-lingnal but multi-lingual, if we may say
go. [Forlist of publicalions by Ceylon Chetties and others, com-

‘piled by Mr. Maithew P..Jurgen Ondaatjie (at onelime Senior
officer of the Colonial Office, Colombo) vide Uey. Lit. Register
Vaol. I1. pa. 100 and 108. and also elgewhere in this hoolk.] It must
be said to the eredit of the ancient Cheities that many of them
were masters of their mother tongne (Tamil), and of Toreign
langnages as well, and also published '‘many books in those
languages. In counlinnation of an instance already given,®we
wonld mention the,ecase of Revd. Philip de Melho who about
1778 delivered a diseourse on Tamil philology at Jaffna, in the
presance of the Duteh Commandeur, at which wag gpecially
invited to he present the Revd. Mr. Klein who was then regarded
asg the beal. Tamil Seliolar among the Danish Missionaries then
residing at Tranquebar. Aflter heaving the Discourge, the Revd.~ .
Mp, Klein is gaid to have exelaimed with astonishment "Quantum
est guod nrschmus’ and forelher added ‘I thought, T anderstood
the Tamil langnage, but I must now confess that T am yet a
common legemer, and wigh my civenmgfances permitied me to
Jyemain gome, time longer to learn [rom brother De Melbo some-
thing more of thatlabgnage, and requested De Melho to give his
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76 THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY,

brother Migsionaries and himself, somo instyuctions in the Tamil
language by means ol correspondence, and to correct theiv wntmgﬂ‘
with which request De Melho cheerfully complied. (Vide ‘Tamil

Plutarch') ;

The following extract from a Despatch sent to the Company’s
Directors by the Dnaleh Governor dated 5th Aungust 1760, would
afford further evidence as to Revd. De Melho's linguistic ability,
and algo incidentally throw some light with regard to past
Keelesiastical Hislor:y in Ceylon. .

e “Tp hear of the regular performance of Divine Service at

Colonmbo by the Revd Messra. Bronsveld, Zybrands and Meyer, and
at Wolfendall by the Revd. Messrs, Ondaatjie and Philipsz, as
also at Jaffna by the Revd. Messes, De Melho and Jansz, at Galle
by the Revd, Messes. Schonlts and Smith, and atb Trincomalie by
the Revd. Mr, de Zelan, and that the Revd. Phter @Fornelins
who has reecently arvived there isabont to be employed by yvou
to the no small benefit of the Church of God. has not been less
agreeable to ns, than that the translation of the New Testament
into the Tamil language, has at length by the praise-worthy
labours of the Revd. Mr. de Melho, fully attained ils object,
a8 appears from the ecopies thereof swhicl reached us, and
this being now completed. we hope and wish that the blind
heathen may he more and more enlightened and condueted to

_the true knowledge of our Rational Religion, As the only object

L3

wa have in view in this respect is the promotion of'irue saneti-
tying faith, so is it likewise to manifest to hat Great Labourer,
onr partienlar satisfaction, that we have at the day of our sitting
granted his Reverence, our unsoliciled’ extraordinary angsienta-
tion from 80 to 100 floring a month, as an evidenttoken how
readily on our part wa reward faithfal gerviees, as we in like
manner, on the same day, and for thie same veasons granted 100
flovins to the Rector of the Seminary De. Meyer, in the expecta-
tion that they would henceforth redouble their zeal”” This
proves the fact, that at that period there was neither a sense of

. nationalconscionsness, nor racialand colour diserimination bet ween

Europeans and Asiatics of culture, and respectabilily of birth.
Under early British Ruole, during the Administration of Governor
North, Epglish was substituted for Duteh in the Parvigh Schools,
the supervision of which was for many years under tlie capable
munagement of eclergymen like Rev. James Cordiner, first '
Anghmn (!nlonial Chaplmn (who wrote a History of Caylon) and
Hon. and Ven’ble Dr. T. J. Twistleton D.D, frst Anglican Arch-
deacon of Colombo, who was said to have begn- extremely
sympathetic and conrteous. The Reports of the Central Sehool
Commission testifying during that period, regar dmg gome Ceylon
Chetly Students, say of Philip Rodrigo Mootook:mm- (dftexwards
frat Chief Kacheri Mudaliyar .of Jalfna) ast=dent’in the first”
English School in Ceylon, that "at eleven yedrs of age he
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was regarded as’ the, smartest and most attentive student. s

 Referring 1o another Ceylon Chetty youth seme years later viz.
Henry Francizg Muotinkistna (dlterw.nds first Tamil Hm‘ristel in
Asin, of Oriel College Oxfmtl) the Report states that *“ he had
_retentive powers and a fine style of composition, and that he was
in the first class, and carried off the First I]_JI'iZE..”

In Parish Schools like the Normal Training Iustitute of

* which Dr. Andvew Kesgen wags Principal, the Normal School in
Galle, and Private Institutions lile Mrs. Taylor’s School, George
Slaples Academy, Thomas Rae's Fnglish School at Kalutara, the
Native Normal Institution which was remodelled in 1848, the
Mission Sehool established in April 1812 by Revd. and Mrs. Charter,
the Weslf-\'.m Schools in Colombo, .hftncl, Batticaloa which abont
" 1815 * were tnder the snpeumnm of educationists like Lyneh,
Squanee, Anlt, Brskine, Clongh, Hacvard, and in mor ¢ recent times
by Nieholson, Otfley Rhodes, Stratt and Philips, the American
Mission Sehools which about 1816 were managed by Messrs,
" Richards, Warren, Bardwell, Wincox : Baptist Mission Schools
at Grandpass, Psttab, Madampe, Ratnapura, where I. Ondaatjie
was one of the Tutors, Church Mission Schools which since 1818
were gupervised by men like Knight, Ward, Mayor, TLambyiel,
Browning, Rowlands, and the Educational TInstitation at
Calpentyn, which .was wunder the able snpe-mLendeuce of
Wesleyan | Misggionaries like Revd. Benjamin Ward, Spence
Hardy, «Clongh and Freesr, many Ceylonese, including Ceylon

Chetfies, who: rose to prominence in later life, received their .

education. In the “last mentioned Institution (at Calpentyn)
was elueated Simon Casiechitty (1tlm\m1da at various times
Digtrict Judge, and Member of the L\?,g!“:ﬂflil\ff' Couneil, who was
tim Author of gsveral literary works, and whose translation of
‘Tarfront’s Bpitome of Céylon’ was the text book fer Civil
Sepvants), of whom His Excellency Right Hon. Sir Robert
Wilmot Hoeton, in the conrse of a speech nominating him to a
geat in the Legislative Conncil, and His Grace Mort Revd. Dr.
Bonjean, D. D. firgt Arehbishop of Colombo, and His Lordship
Right Revd. Dr. James Chapman, D. D. first Anglican Bishop of
S (olombo, have all spoken in highly éulogistic terms. At the
Institution at Calpentyn was algo edueated his first born gon
Sehwartsz Horton 'Templer Casiechitty, whose bright caveer
was ent shiort in couseguence of an accident he met swith at

_ Crystal Palace, London. In those days, when innocence, respech.

for elders, pure- 10\1n{_{ kmdnt,’-,q. and simplicity, were more in
evideree among young people of both sexes than they are today,
{liere were Jgnany mixed Schr_mls like Mrs. Long's School at
Mutwal, Colombo, Revd. D. J. Ondaatjies School where boys
and mirls ot vespectable ldlm]les were edoncated, In the first
named [nstitution swere several Ceylon Chetty lasseés such as
’\Icny ‘Anne Casiechitty, daughter of District Mudaliyar John
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Paul Casiechitty, Maria Asevappa, (atterwards Mrg. Von Pogsner
and others and lads like John I. Perera 6f Kuruwe Walauwa)
Colombo, Solomon Christopher Obeyesekere, Hector Van Cuy-,
lenberg, and ‘others every one of whom . was a pride to the
communily, and a source of inspiration to younger tolk, but in
these days when things arve very different, it is very denbtful
whether co-edueation of hoys and girls. and mixed schools, wonld
prove a blessing or otherwise,

At the Colombo Academy which was stavted in 1835 with
Revd. Mr, Marsh ag Prineipal, intended for a high class of ednca-
tion, many distingnished Ceylon Chelties wore educated viz.
Simon Dedrick Jnrgen Ondaatjie (aftewards Colonial Chaplain

and Examiner of Civil Servants in Tamil) among whose elags-

mates were James Stewart and Richard Morgan, and who in his
nineteenth year was the Senior Student. This Institution after-
wards known as the Royal College produced many eminent Ceylon
Chetties 1n(‘1ud1ng John J. Casie Chitty €. C. 8., B. A., B.U. L.
(Oxon) first winner in Ceylon of the University sze. (lmmg the
Principalship of George Todd, first Bachelor of Civil Laws,
in  Asia, Distriet Juadge and Atnthor; Christopher Brito
B. A. who in 1860 carried off the Tavmonr Prize and was also
winner of a Universily Prize, afterwards Advoeate and Author
FPhilip de M. Jurgen Ondaatjie, who at the Divinity Examina-
tion held in 1847 by Bishop Chapman was prowiine accessit to
the winner, was Crown Counsel and was for a time member
~of the Legislative Couneil in Ceylon, Dr. Philip Brito M. B, C, M.
who was [Lecturer at the Medical College ; Rohert Ondaatjie,
whose recital of a passage from Heury VI, ‘Gloncester to the
Nobles,” at an examination held on 20th February 1845, elicited
the admiration of a large number of ladies and genilemen ;
Barrister Philip Francis Ondaatjie, Richard H. Aserappa winner
of a TUniversity Prize, Fellow of Cooper's Hill, Manager
of Railwaye and Engineer in Chief (Gondol) India: Alfred
Frnest Aperappa, who won College Prizes and a Law Student’s
Schotarship, and is now a leading lawyer and wealthy landowner
in Negombo, who has often acted as Crown Counsel, Police
Magistrate and Distriet Judge, Dr. C. V. Aserappa Chief Meadical

. Officer of Health of the Colombo Munieipality : N. W. Morgappa,

TC.0.S.. B A, L.L.B, who gwept the hoard of prizes in 1918 during
his'ecollege caraer, passed first in Englieh in the Civil Bervice

. Examination held in England, and i8 now the Police Magistrate

at Kalatara ; Aelian J. Ondaatjie of Kegalle, a distingnished
and wealthy Proetdr who very frequenily acted as District Judge
with: great acceptance, Dr. F. R. Alles M. B. C. M. Provineial
Surgeon W. P, Apgistant Dirvector of Sanitary and Medieal

Services who has now vetived after many yé&uws of ardonons and °

faithtul service, are among the alumni of the Royal College :
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while among Tamils born in the Northern Province algo educated”
in that College may »e mentioned Samnel W. Allegacone’ who
won the Tuarnour Prize in 1870, and was afterwardsd a very
brilliant and sueccessful Advocate in Jaffna, and Ponnambalam
Arunachalam (Enight), €. ¢. 8., 3. A., who also won the Turnour
Prize, Ponnambalam Ramanatham (Knight) M.n.€., R.¢., CM.G,
who were both born in Colombo, and Antony P. Savundra-
nayagam, M, A., L. L D.. London, who won the 'Tarnour Prize
in 1898, and is now a Barrister practising in Colomba.

The Christian Institute at Cotta which was opened in 1828
with: eleven Sinhalese and five Tamils, specially intended for a
gelect number distinguished for their piety and good capacity,
where from 1831 —1834 Rev. Joseph Marsh was Tutor, was also
Ieaponmbla for the training of some Ceylon Chetties llke 19imon
D. Jurgen Ondaatjie, 3Jcﬂm de Melho Aserappa, *Simon de Mello
Aserappa, M.D..(Edin.) and otherg, very many years ago. Here
were taught Hebrew, Greek, Latin, English, Mathematics and
Theology. It may interest readers to know, that some Dutch
and British Governors in the past, like His Excellency Sir Her-
bert J. Stanley, K. ¢, M. G., of to-day, look a very great interest
in education. It is said of the Dateh Governor Van Imhott
that he visited the Duteh Seminary on oné oceasion and was
amazed and delighted to see Ceylonese youth talking in Latin

and poring over Greek. Their Excellencies Sir Robert Wilmot -
Horton, Governor of CUeylon and his beautiful consort Lady -

Horton, with other distinguished persons also, proceeded to the

Institution at Cotta in December 1831 and 1832, and were

present.at the annual public examination, and even guestioned
the stndents on various subjects.

At the Mission School of 8. Thomas' at Mutwal, Colombo,
founded by His Lovdship Rt. Revd. Dr. James Chapman, the
first Bighop of the Diocese of Colombo, which started work on
3rd Februavy, 1851 and later developed into 8. Thomas’ Uollege
of first rate importance, were educated some of the most eminent
(eylonese of various communitieslike, Dr.Paul E.Peiris,C.C.8.»3.A.
D. Lit,, Sir Solomon Dias Bandaranaiake first Ceylonese K, €. M. G.
and others. Among memberg of the Ceylon Chetty Community
werse Dr. Simmon de Melho Aserappa, the first Asiatic®who after-
wards obtained the Degree of Doctor of Medicine of a British
University, and was the first Chiel Sanitary Officer of Colombo,

under British Rule; Revd. Gabriel Rodrigo Muttnkistna, the only _

Tamil Canon of the Cathedral in Ceylon, and Colenial Chaplain ;
Dr. Siman Rodrigo Muattukistna who was.also"one of the earliest
Asiatic Doctors of Medicine of the British University of
Bdinburgh- Proctor John de M. Aserappa, at one time Police

1 Colonial Chapiain, 2 Proctor. 3 Dogtor.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

-

-



80 THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

~Magistrate at Avissawella, Proctor Solomon Louis Aserappa
who was apprenticed under that distingnighed Advocate Charles
Ambrose Lorensz, and who for nearly forty years practised his
profesgion at the Metropolitan Bar, G. Edwin Muttukistna Chief
Clerk of the Kandy Municipality and landed proprietor, Proctor

Aloaysing Mt. Carmel Casiechetty a wealthy landed proprietor and

Notary of Puttalam, James E. Muttukistna, Chief Cashier Colombo
Apothecaries Coy., the Revd. Christian David who for a very long
period ministered with acceptance at 8. James’ Chureh, Kotahena,
Philip Jurgen Ondaatjee who laboured in the Lord’s Vineyard at
Calpentyn and Colombo for many years with great zeal and
devotion : Advocate Arcthur L. Reginald Aserappa who at the
unprecedentedly early age of eleven, »won the Cambridge Junior
Loeal Scholarghip, and doring successive years passed the Calentta
Bntrance Examination, Senior Cambridge, London Matriculation,
obtained the Degree of Buchelor of Arts al the age of nineteen,
was a Senior Student of the Medieal College at Caleutta, and
haring changed Liis career, passed out as an Advoecate and was at
various times Crown Cloungel, Police Magistrate, Examiner in Law,

Commissioner of Requests and District Judge of Colombio.,

Among other Chetty aliumni of 8. Thomas’ College were Poter
Rodrigo PRullenayagem, (Municipal Inspector,) Selomon Rodrigo
Pallenayagem, (Registrar) Henry Morris Casiechitty, (Interpreter

Mudaliyar,) Philip B. Morgappa, W. H. Malleappa. Charles Picrs

Aserappa ,(Tutor at 8. Thomas’ College). Dr, Philip Muttucumaru,

~Advocate H. Chetty, C. H. Christie David (Totor 8. Thomas’

3

_College,) Dr. BE. P. Agerappa (Provincial Surgeon W. 'P.),
besides several others, too numerous to mention here. (See
Appendix D.)

The Wesley College at Colombo (originally sitnated at Dam
Street, Pettah, and now at Borella) which for very many years
wag under the able snperintendence of Revd. Mr, Highfield has
algo been responsible for the Bdueation and training of Ceylon
Chetties. Amoug such may be mentioned Mr. Nicholas Wilfred

Morgappa €. ¢, 8., 3. P., M. B. B. who wag for a considerable time .-

acting as Registrar General of Ceylon with exceptional ability;
Advoeate James Chitty who was Crown Coungel for the Island,

and Proctor Basil O. Pullenayagem, to mention huta few. 8/
Benedict’sCollege at Kotahena under the gnidance and direction of -

able and zealons Christian Brothers, have also benefited a
very large nnmber of Ceylon Chetty youths, not to epeak of those
of other communities, and among the former are many who have
done credit to themsclves and the community to which they
belong e.g. Dr. Philip Brito Babapnlle, M. B, ¢. M., a wealthy and
well known Doctor of Colombo, Abraham P. Casiechitty, a very
wealthy merchant and Janded proprietor, Advoeate Canijemenaden,
a Scholar and a lawyer whois well known i the Metropolis, Wil-
liam P. Casiechitty, wine merchant and wealth> land owner, Dr.
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Clement Anandappa, Very Revd. Father P, M. Alle, O, M.I.,
Councillor, Victor Casiechitty, (Manager of Messra. Casiechitty
and Co.,) Proctor A. M. Corea, Patrick Anandappa; P. Masillamani
and Francis Alles (Bank Shroffs) M. L. Ramenadan Chief ShrofF,
Colombo Customs, and wealthy landed proprietor, and many mem-
bers of the Wanniappa, Candappa, De Costa, Perumal, Munieram,
Fernando Pnlle, Muttucumarce, Lingappa, and other families.
Institutions like 8. Aloysiug’ College, Galle, which produced men
like Dr. F. R. Alleg, M.B.C.M., Provinecial Surgeon W.IP.,and
Agsistant Director of Medical and Sanitary Services, and B, R. J.
Ondaatjie, F.R. 0.1, g highly competent and popular Journalist ;
Trinity College Kandy, under the distinguished superintendence
of Revds. Messre. A, (. Fraser and Campbell, and St. Joseph’s
College, Colombo nunder the very able supervigion of Very Revd.
Fathers Le Goe and Le Jeune, are even now training and educat-
ing Chetty youths, who we trust would do honour to the com-
munity and country to which they belong. (See also Appendix D).

Begides the Local Educational Institulions already referred
to, and the anciert and historic seats of learning like Utrecht and
Layden, which may well regard several Caylon Chetlies as among
their digtinguished alumni, there were over half a century ago,
and oven in more recent times, Ceylon Chetties who were worthy
products of the time honoured Universities of Oxford, renowned
for Classics and eultural traditions,Cambridge, esteemed for Science
and Mathematics, London, vegarded agan ideal Examination centre,
Hdinburgh, ag a8 medinum for disseminating Western Medical
Seience among Hastern peoples, and Cooper’s Hill, unsurpassed -
thronghout Great Britain for Engineering, Among such may be
menticned Henry Francig Muttukistna of Oriel College, Oxford
who about 1849 ranked as the firsi Tamil Barrister in the world,
who was eminently successful in his profegsion; Barrister John
J. Casiechetty, M.A. L.TL.D., algo of Oxford, the second if not the
first Asiatio who obtained the rare Degree of Bachelor of Civil
. Laws; Dr, Simon de Melho Aserappa and Dr. S8imon Rodrigo
. Muttukistna both of whem ranked as the earliest Doctors of
Medicine of Hdinburgh University, in ‘Asia, Richard H. Aserappa
who stood first in his day in the Engineering Examination at
Gooper's Hill, and was elected a Fellow ; now Manager of Rail-
ways and Engineer-in-Chief Gondal, India, N. W. Morgappa
(Junior) B.A., Londen now Police Magistrate Kalutara, who came
first in English in the Civil Bervice Examination held in England;
Dr. €.V, Aserappa who achieved great suceess in his xaminations
in London, Edinburgh, Oxford, and Cambridge, and worthily™
fills the office in Colombo to-day as Cbief Medical Officer of
Health, Dr. E. P. Aserappa, M.B.C.M,, (Edin.) Provineial Sur-
geon W. P, Dr. F. R, Alles, M.B C.M,, (Iidin,) Assistant Director
of Medieal ~and Sapitary Services and very many others.
(Vide Appendix D.)

11
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2 DBepides these ancient and historic seats of learning in
Burope, ars the time honoured Indian Universities and
Colleges, eo. g. Bighop’s College, Calentta, and Medical
College, Caleufta, which have a'so done much for Ceylonese
including Ceylon  Chetties, The former, (Bishop’s College)
a very important Missionary Institution in India, originally
situated on the right bank of the Hooghly about four miles below
Caleutta, and now at Circular Road, Ballyguuge, Caleutta, was
founded on 15th Decomber 1820, and was erected in 1824 by
Right Revd. Dr. Thomas Fanshawe Middleton, First Anglican
Bishop of Calcutta, under sanction of the Supreme Government
and the 8. P. G. for instructing students in the principles and
discipline of the United Church of England and Ireland, especial-
Iy for misgionary work; and the vuices of its alumni are even now
heard in various parts of India and Ceylon, The system of inst-
ruction in that College included an English Collegiate Education,
with modifications to suit missionary students viz., Theology,
Hebrew, Greek, Latin, History, Ancientand Modern, Ecclesiaatical
and Civil, Elements of Philosophical and Mathematical know edge,
while the teaching of Sanscrit, Benguli, Hindoostani, Persian,
Arabic, Tami', and Singhalere was entrusted to various learnsd
Pundits attached to the College, under the Superintendance of ona

- of the Professors. The following inscription was on the brass
plata which wess deposited under the Foundation Stome, over a
-century ago: *“Chrisit non sine numine laela haec fuisse primodic
ersdant, agnoscant posters. dmien,”

In 1857 this Collesge was affiliated to.the University of
Oaloutta, Nineteen Scholarships were founded for Theological
Students, one of which was restricted to Ceylon, Amcng its
Principals were William Hodge Mill, D.p. (1821) Geo. Udney
" Withers, D.D. (1841) William Kay, D.D. (1849), K. M. Bannerjee,
L.L.D., 0.LB., and in later years, Revd. P, L. Nangon, (brother-in-
law of Chief Justice Sir Winfield Bonsor, K C. late of Oeylon)
Revd. Richard Gee, M.A. a close relative of the distinguished
Canon Scott of clasgical fame, and sen-in-law of the Most Revd,
Dr, Reginald Stephen Copleston D.D., &c. &e. Metropolitan of
Indfa. This Institution is at present under the very able guper-
vigion of the distinguished Prelata Rt, Revd. Dr. Pakenham
Walsh, D..D. Among its alumni since 1824, past and present,

- » = ineluding members of the Ceylon Chetty Community, are D.

Jones, J. C. Thompson, A. Godfray, A. Garstin, J, Bowyer, 0. .

»  Drieberg of Ceylon. (Priest Barripore Mission), T. 8. Simpson,
~ A. F, Oramer, Samusl W, Dias, (afterwards Canon of the Colombo
Cathedral and Sinhalese Colonial Chaplain) C. D. Horst, J. D.
Koombes, C. 8. Kohlhoff, H. Moore, M, C, Ghose, Krislina Mohan
Bannerjee. (afterwards L.L.D., C.I.E, and a distinguished Divine)
W. B. Smith, J. J. Jeremiak, B, Ghose, J, G, Datt; I. W, B.
Drieberg of Qeylon (Catechist Barrapore) D. Bannerjee, B, M,
Moozoomdar, G. C, Mittra, (Natt Fellow) Simou Dedrick Jurgen
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Ondaatjie (Ceylon Chetty) afterwards Colonial Chaplain, H. C. La - -
Brooy of Ceylon (1845), Samuel L. Nicholas of Ceylon (I846), W,
H. Gomes of Ceylon (1856),afterwards, Priests, Abraham Dias(1857)
afterwards Priest in Ceylon, William Charles Ondaatjie of the
Ceylon Chetty Community, afterwards Doctor and M. 8. A; J. B.
Frank of Cawnpore, Lovell Gatphow of Assam, both of whom are
now Priests, in India J, Stark, T. Van Griegen, A. F Aserappa
(afterwards Bishop BE. A. Copleston’s Beeretary, Ceylon) J. C.
Roome, T. N, Nathaniel, (B. 8c¢. Tutor St. Thomas' College,
Colombo) J. E. Silva, C. H. Vandenberg, B,A. tboth Priests in
Oeylon, and several others,

Many Ceylonesa, also owe a debt of gratitude to their dlma
Mater the Medical College at Caleutta, which was founded in 1834
by Lord William Bentinck, and which wasg a means for diffusing
Wesatern DMMedical Seience among Eastern psople, Among its
atumni, including Ceylon Chetties, may be mentioned P. D.
Aunthonisz (afterwards M.L, 0. & ¢, M. G. of Ceylon), H. Diclk-
man, (Ceylon) J. Wambeck, (Ceylon) Wm. Chas. Ondaatjie
(afterwards M, 8. A., Director Botanieal Gardens, & Colanial
Surgeon in Cey'on), J. Loos, (Ceylon) H. Toussaint, (Ceylon)
C. A, Kriekenbeck, (Ceylon) J. Hollowell, L. Wijesinghs,
(Ceylon), €, P. Markus, (Ceylon) 8, Forbes, T. F. Gatvin,
(Oeylon) M. Covington, (Batticaloa, Ceylon) J. W. Brechman,
J. W. Margenout, R. Andres, (Ceylon) Solomon Fernande,
(Ceylon) Arthur L. R. Aserappa, B. A., of Ceylon (Secretary
Caleutta Medical Students’ Union), Fenn Vetheean, (Ceylon)
W. Fernand, (Ceylon) D. John, Oalentta, 8, Somasundram,
(Ceylon) and W. 8. Ratnavale, (Judieial Medical Officer, -
Colombo), besides others.
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CHAPTER VI

MARRIAGE CUSTOMS AND MARRIAGES,
“1 loved the woman: he that doth not, lives
¢ A drowning life, besotted in sweet gelf,
‘Or pines in sad experience worse then death,
*Or keeps his winged aflections elipt with erime,”
TrnNysON,
¢ Wationality is more than & creed or & doctrine or a code of conduct;
it is an instinctive attachment : it recalls an atmosphers of precious memories,
of vanished parents and friends, of old cusioms, of reverence, of home, and a
sense of tha brief span of human life as a link between genarations.”
( ‘Nationality and Government’ by Proressor ZmiMeeN.)

Marriage laws and customs, as most of us are aware, differ
in many respects, in various countries and communities. The
Ceylon Chetties of olden times, who were very fastidious in their
matrimonial alliances, considered the celebration of marriags and
faneral ceremonies as of great importance, and resembled the Celtic
nations who regarded ‘feasting’ as a sine qua non, the word
¢ kalyanam 'commonly nsed for marriage, signifying ‘conviviality’
affording evidence of it, though of course the classical Tamil
word is ‘Vivaham. It is noteworthy that in respeet of the

~ arrangement of marriages, the Ceylon (Jhetties of olden times

resembled the ancient French, in as much as the absolute
vesponsibility of the arrangement of marriages, develved on the
parents or guardiand on both sides, who were credited with a far
hetter acquaintance with the characters of their children, than
can belong to any others, oreven the yonng couple themselves;
while there was the instinctive confidence felt by the children
in the desire and ability of the parents to do what is best for
them; and the parents realised that they weres able to know what
would prove a happy union for both parties.

_The social status, moral worth, respectability, &e. of the
parties, among the Ueylon Chetties, (a8 well a8 in the case of high
class Sinhalese and Burghers in olden times,) were matters of the
utmost importance, Some idea may be formed of the importance

- » * attached to this aspect of marriage among the Sinhalese Royalty

-

from the incident that Prince Sati the only son of King Dutu-
gemunu who married a girl of the inferier Chandala caste, was

~ 2ctually debarred from succession to the throne,

We take it that in respect of marriages, character, spirituality,
gooial status, sufficient means and intellectual sympathy, should be
important considerations, and that where these are disregarded
many excellent people beeome hopelessly estranged; for when one
digcovers that the other is not an adequate compengation for the
Joss of things he or she cared for, the headstrong impulse at

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



THE OEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. 85

the time of marriage—whether one ig bent on the acquisition of
wealth, or effort to riss to a higher social status, or even blindly
got on pergonal gratification, is deservedly though terribly punished,
by a gour life and domestic unhappiness,

With respect to inter-racial marriages of Ceylonege, including
" Ceylon Chetties, we learn that when the Portuguess held sway
over pome parts of India and Ceylon, it was their poliey to
establish an affinity between Portugal and bher Dependeuncies, and to
achieve this object distinguighed Portuguese Generals, and others
of high position, stood as sponsors to Sinhaless and Tamil Chris-
tian eonverts, and also conferred their own names, which ‘honori-
fics’ were often added on to the ancient ‘Patronymics’ of the
Ceylonesa converts, which to this day in very many cases
afford evidence of the relic of Portugunese Rule, e.y. Dias Bandara-
nayalke, Pleris Siviwardene, Gomes Abeysinghe;, Rodrigo Muttu-
kistna, Pleris Tavereyen, Gomes Amaiyappa, Bodrige Pallenaya-
gem, Costa Weerappa, Stlva Wijeynayagar, Perera Palle, Fonseka
Chetty, Casimiy Arasavatuam, &e. &e. (See also p. 37.). In some
cases Sinhaless and Tamfls adopted the Portnguese style of dress
and even spolke the Portuguese langnage. But the Portugness,
in order to establish miore firm!y the affinify between Portugal
and her Dependencies intermarried among the natives under her
sway. As evidence of this, we would guote the cases of Sebastio
Gongalves who in 1609 married the danghter of Anapooran (Mang
Phaloung), brother of the Princs of Avakan, as stated by Boecarro
(vide History of the Portuguese in Bengal by J. Campos). Dr.
Paul BE. Pieris €. ¢.8,, D. Lit. &e. &e., in one ol his learned contri-
butions to the Asiatic Journal (¢, B.) states that perhaps the firet
cage in Ceylon was that of the father of Gaspar de Figueyra who
led the mutinous Portuguess Army from Tanque Salgado, and
whese mother was a Sinhalese, We have also the case of the
mixed marriage of Simao Pinhao, of a noble Poriuguese family
who in 1592 married the Sinhaless Princess Dona Maria Pereira,
heiress of Rajah Sinha I, and algo the marriage of the cousin of
the King of Cofta, Dom Jouo (who was baptized at Goa, died, and
wag buried there, in the Church of San Francisco) with a Portu»
guese lady, the daughter of an honourable cavalier, >

In Dighy's ‘Life of Sir Richard Morgan' Portugnese inter-
marriages are said to have faken place mainly with Singhalege
women, the Tamils then having formed a small proportion of
population of the Weatern coast, but says Dr, P. E. Pieris in his
book entitled ‘The Portuguese Hra, ** three hundred years ago

the Portuguepe tried to create a new race by intermarrying with~~

the Singhalese, but they never succeeded in their venture, The
experiment wag tried by a few of the highest and by a large
number of the lowest among the people, but the results were so
disappointing that the complacance of the Sinhalese soon gave
way to the passionate dislike which still dominates their feeling.”

The marriage of the grandfather of Makinda and Sanghamitia
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"~ “with the danghter of a Greek; of Wijaya whose wife was thes

daughter of the King of Pandya, (he himself having been connected -

by maternal descent with the King of Kalinga, now known as the

Northern Circars); the case of King Sottistheno A,D, 432, who had: s

a Damilo Queen; the marriage of Queen Annulla of Ceylon A.D. 4‘}"
who according te Turnonr in his ‘Epitome of Ceylon’ p. 19. miet
with 1o epporition in raising one of her Malabar husbands to the

throne; and the mixed alliances allnded to in the Mahawansa Ghap.

XXXVIIL p. 253, where the queens are described as the ‘Damilo’
Congorts of their Sovereigng, are additional instances of inter-
racial marriages.

During the Dutch period, and under British Rale, sneh
were the friendly relations which existed between Sinhaleme,
Ceylon Chetties, and Earopean Communities, and such the spirit
of internationalisin whieh animated some of them, with due
regard to the social and intellectual status of the relative parties,
that many inter-racial marriages took place, affording ample evi-
denca of the fact that

* Black hair, black eyes, and down complexion,
2 § C Cannol forfeil nature's claim, )

¢ Sking may differ, but affection

¢ Dawells in white and brown the same.

We give below a few instances of inter-racial marriages
i Ceylon Chetties included :—

iy 07 Jan Christoflel Scharff of Sangerhausen to Elizabeth de Saram,
Revd, Henricua Philipsz Wijeykoon Panditteratna to Susanna, daughter
~of Lieutenant Tan Sehar(f on 4th November 1759,
Adolf Martin Tleyman of Luwesrsteon to Cornelia Henrietta, duaghter of
Rev. Philipsz and Susanna Scharff on July 26th 1789. s
R 17%;\’(1. William Juriaan Ondaatjie, 7.0.0, to Hermina Quint of Amsterdam
in i
3 Dr. Peter Philip Jurgen Quint Ondaatjis, A,1, 5., 5,0,D., Ph.p,, Member of the
Imperial Court of Prizes, to Christing Hesse, daughter of Adrian Hosvenar
of Utrecht, a ralative of the great Statesman de Witt, on May Tth 1794,
Major Waller to Miss Ondaatjie (youngest danghter of Dr. Quint Ondaatjie,
- who with their children visited Ceylon in 1862, '
Captain Tighe to Miss Waller (grand-daughter of Dr, Quint Ondaatjit.
Captain Parsons to another grand-danghter of Dr. Quint Ondaatjie,
Captain Staples to yet another grand-daughter of Dy, Quint Ondaatjie.
1] Matthe® Hendrick Stesnkelder of the Duteh Civil Service to Maila
=< " Magdalene Elizabeth daughter of the celebrated Chetty Divine and Biblical
Translator Revd. Philip de Mello, on 6th April, 1786, '
- - dohan Carl Arndt of Westerhausen, resident of P, Pedro, to Antonslla
" ~*ictoria da Melho, daughter of Revd. Philip de Melho of the Ceylon Cletty
. Community in 1762,
i Mz, Achensheek to Miss Ondaaljie, daugliter of Major Phivip Christian
Oortman Ondaatjie, Knight of the Military Order of Prince William of Orange.
. Ven’ble T. J. Schrader, 1. L. p,, Archdaacon of Colombo, to-Miss Magda-
lene Elizabeth Arndt, (grand-daughter of Revd. P. de Melho and Magdalens
Jurgen Ondunatjie.) on 2ud December, 1798, ~ ¥ :
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« Revd. J. Henricus de Saram, M. Ay, who, when in England, married a lady =
. there, and brought her to Colombo whore according to Bishop Hesber, as stated
in his Journal they lived very happily togeiher,
Moliotty Mudaliyar Don Simon Illangakoon of Matara to Miss Susanna de
Melho, danghter of Adigar S8imon de Mellio, on 28th June, 1749,
_ Dr, Simon de Melho Aserappa, M. p., (Edin) to Miss Julia Emily Wake,

? :pieca of an Anglican Rishop of Bath and Wells, onw 27th July, 1858, in

Bugland, Sir Rieghard Morgan Kt. and Sir Harry Dias Kt, both of whom were
* aftérwards acting Chief J ustices in Ceylon, having acted as groomsmen.

Barrister Henpy Francis Mutiukistaa (of Lincoln’s Inn) to Miss Elizabeth
Pole, daugliter of Revd, Reginald Pole a close relative of the well-known family
of Pole-Carew, on April 9th 1865, ’

Advocate Philip de Melho Jurgen Ondaatjie to Miss Fannie Morgan, nisce
of Sir Richard Morgan, who at one time acted as Ohief Justice in Ceylon.

Philip Jurgen Ondaatjie for some time Minister at Jalina, to Nathalia,
sigter of Maha-Mudaliyar Samarakoon, in January 11830,

James Henry Potger to Miss Aune Jurgen Ondaatjie at Colombo, on 27th
August, 1838, the marriage having been solemnized by Rev, S. O, Glenie.

Dy, William Charles Oundaatjie, 31.8. 4., to Misa Eliza Cowell, on 10th
June, 1847, the marriage having been solemnized by Revd. J, Horsford.

Proetor H. Ii. Dassanaike to Miss Mary Muttukistna, sister of Canon

_@abriel Rodrigo Muttukistna of Colombo.

Proctor Jehn d7 M. Aserapps to Miss Sabina Fereira.

Arthur Von Possper to Miss Maria Aserappa, daughter of Jahn Pjeris
Aserappa of Hill Street, Colombo, and hig wife Withelmina,

Revd, 5. D). J. Ondaatjis, Tamil Colonial Chaplain, Colombo to Miss
Poultridge, Mead mistress of Pettaly Girle’ School,

Mr, Alfred Tocke, at one time on the Tutorial Staff of 8t Thoinas
Collegs, Colombo to Miss Ellen Ondaat]ie,

Mr, John Jurgen Ondaatjie of Galle to the daugliter of Mudalivar Don
Bastian Absykoon Wannigesekere, also of Galle,

Proctor De Vos of Galle to Miss Ondaatjie, daughter of Dr. W. C, -
Ondaatjie, 3. 8. A,

b Mr-~J. Gerhard of Jampettah 8t, Colomho to the danghter of Mr. Jurgen
ndaatjie.

Mrj. John Cowell Superintendent Upland Mills, Mutwal, to Miss Ellen
Aserappa,

Mr. Robert J. Smith of The “Times of Ceylon’to Miss Anne Aserappa,
danghter of John Pieria Aserappa, of Iill Street, Colombo, and his wife
Willelmina,

As marriages among the Protestant Chetties were condunected
mgre or lesg in accordance with Kuropean customs, we wauld
venturs to narrate as of some interest to our readers—imperfectly
though it may be-—the customs and ceremonies observad in olden
times by Roman Catholic Chetties, with regard to their marriages.
The first step was the employment of an intermediary, a sort
of marriage broker, one of their own kinsfolk generally,
who is requisitioned, in ovdev to prevent the possible humilin-
tion of a direet unfavourable reply from either party, and for —
vavious other reasons. Uulike the system of marringes in days
of old, wheh a Rama of Herculean sirength carrvied off his Sita
by bending a bow which others could not, or the chivaliy in the
eleventh cemtury when almost everything was setfled by duelling,
and ladies eonsidered it a glory to arm and disarm champions, it
wag customary among the Ceylon Chetties, for the bride’s relatives
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A8 TIIH CRYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY,

~—to look out for a young ‘man of means endowed with Christian

virtnes and of good soeial status, while the bridegroom’s kinsmen
ascertained besides status and beanty, what the worth of the bride

was, in pounds sterling, and lands, as well ag ]ewe]s. A'couple

wlth these qualifications was considered eligible in the matri-
monial market, and all parties being satisfied, a day wag fixed for

the betrothal antl gigning of the contract. When the ydung man,
and woman were duly informed of the deciston of their seniors:

(the parents or guardians, and interested relatives); although the
couple may not have previously get déyes on each other, in the
whole conrse of their existence up to that time, they begin to feel
that the fears of a possible repnlse have given place to the vivid
gladness of assured possession, and thereafter ars manifested in the
bridegroom the maiden pasgion for a maid, and viceversa,'the
ontward and 'visible signa of inward happmeqs - A pandal in
front of the house: was generally erectod—the.namber of poles
required for thé.roof of it,inthe case of distingnished families
b-ing twenty one, and the houge itself was zllqmmated and deco-
rated for the betrothal cersmony, which was usnally fixed on a
day considered to be lneky and auspicions, Thesnvited relatives
agsemble, and the contract, somewhat in thes ’to}lowmg fashion
was read aloud in the presance of the guestei . o

A marriage is to be solemnised belween AMr....... o by
WSS ivinvs svvsnianvevianinennnttitd for the @ ffection and love the former
bears towards the latter, the bride-eléct’s fallher promises o give
as dowry to Mr........ S the s of BUpess. ettt Cash,

T RUPEES, varerennownnndty personal effects and prepaviy ; and in the
—event of either of the parties vefusing to marry the other, the sumn

Of BUPES vesveanaris e Shall be clatined as liguidated damages’.

The young man then signa the bund associated with twd other

respectable names as witnesses or sureties. Thereupon the
father or guardian of the young man presents the young lady
with a ring, silk ¢loth and ether suitable artieles .of personal
adornment; in ratification of the betrothal, The invited guests
then repair to the residence of the bridegroom eéleet, and after
the customary congratulations -of rvelations, pattaking of light
refreshments and hospitalities are ended, the lgdies of the housp,
or others set apart for the purposs, engage in-the vigorous sxercise.
of playing various tunes on a circular deum orstom-tom kirown
an ‘Rubbgsia’ the most favourite tune and considered essential
being ‘Engeda Mapala, Nalla Mapala’ (our hridegroom is a good
bridegroom). Now really commenesas the golden month of the

olden youth of the man and woman, but good and beautiful as

~the past has been, the bsst is yet in front. Anether necessary

preliminary is the congent of the Priest (Utharawu vanguthal.)
On an auspicions Bunday previously fixed npon, the relations
and friends of the wounld-be couple are invited, The bridegroom

" alect dressed in his national costume, with kead dresc (a gold or

tingelled turban) known ag Thalappah and gold embroidersd or
glittering shawl to mabeh, with white silk or atin coat and trongers,
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THE ‘OEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. 89 -

(or’with peaked hat known as ‘Combu Thopi’ ear-rings, and cloth) —

proceeds with his party to Chureh, while the bride-elect too,
decked in her national costume, in white and glittering brocade,
with heavy gold jewellery follows suit, each party quite apart
from theother. On arrival at Church the Priest puts the usual
questions with regard to the willingness of the parties to be
married to'each other, and this is followed by the publication of
‘Banns by the Chorch Warden ~or Annavi, This Chureh cere-
mony over, gotigratulations are offered and the parties repair to
the home of the bride-elect, where a sumptuous feast is partaken
of.

The next event looked forward to, especially hy the would .
be couple, is the wedding itself, A lucky dayisdecided upon, and
also’ an auspicious "hour, as was the case in most countries in
days gone by, (vide ‘Iphigenia in Aulide’ ons of the plays of
Euripides)—June and August being preferred to other months for
marriages. : X

‘When thée invitation list is prepaved, after great deliberation
and eaution, in accordance with their soeial gtatug, ag an adequate
gafeguard against the shameful expulsion of any of inferior grades
of mociety, by the darber of the ‘Setti—Talamai’ or ‘Head of the
Chettier,” the list is eéntrusted to an aratehi, trustworthy servant, or
gom- responsible person, who with a tray of lime and betel leaves,
iz accompanied by a barber, elad in anspotted white, who informs
the party whose name is on the ligt, of the joyous event, or presents
an ot invitation, whensimultaneously limeand betel leaf is tender-
ad foraceeptance, as a token of regard—for in thosa days no printed

“invitations were issned, nor was even communication by telegraph
or telephone possible. As the auspicions wedding day approaches,
the close female relatives of the would-be couple, frequently visit
the homes of the bride and bridegroom elect, and help in prepara-
tions for the fortheoming feast in various ways. But a ceremony
also involving Jeasting, known as the ¢ Meesas vatium kalyanam,
when the young bridegroom eleet for the firsé time in his life
shaves his beard, was generally fixed to take place some days
before the wedding., To this event too, friends and relationa are
invited, and the bridegroom-elect is shaved in their presence bythe
barber, who has been in the eervice of the family for years. A
receptacle full of milk is placed near the bridegroom-elect
into which generally gold coins are dropped after the event,
and which money is considered to be the properiy of the
barber. Prior to the actual shaving, the barber steps forward,

with his. arms folded across his breast, and after a bow,  °

profound almost down to the ground, by way of obtaining
the approwal of and as a mark of obeisance to the guests
assembled, sets about his business. After the shave, the
bridegroom-eleet is dressed in a long white robe, adorned
with gold trimming:, with a riehly embroidered cloth of gold
round his waist, with large cir¢ular ear-rings, known as ‘kadulcun’

12
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90 THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

__and a long gold chain with a valuahle peadant reund his neck.

He is then eonducted to a specially prepared duig, beneath arichly
ornamented eanopy, generally within sigh? or close to which is
his father or gnardian. With this cerem ony is closaly associated
the tying of the head gear, known as “ Thalai Olieelai Kattuthal,”
For this purpose a strip of bleached white cloth is placed on a
silver salver, sprinkled over with rose water and rose petals, and
passed round to be touched by the assembled guestsas a mark of
regpect, after whiceh the cloth is duly tied round the head of the
would-be bridegroom, and a ring put in his finger, by the father
or guardian, who after tenderly embracing and kissing him, moves
away. The guests, then, with uncoevered heads, bow their respects
and make their presentations, amidst the din of musical instru-
ments, and after a vich repast repair to their respeetive homes.

After the lapse of a day or two comes the wedding day itself,
with all its paraphernalia and excitement, its wasteful expen-
diture.” and intense fatigue, for whatever the individual views of
the bride and bridegroom may have beep, withregard to their dress
and convenience, the general society of thosedays would never let
them dress as they pleased, on that occasion, For one reason out
of many, womenfolk would have felt that it would be robbing
them of a pablie oceasion, full of manifold if inexplicable satis-
faction, in all that chiefly touches their claims and affects their
dignity, and that on the day of her life’s victory, she wounld be
forfeiting the glory of her coronation. 8o the bride has tamely to
gubmit to the ordeal. The ladies responsible see that her hair is

~decently tied in a knot behind, bedecked with very beautiful sprigs
of artificial flowers made of gold, set with precious stones, while
wlender gold wires shiped like arro w8, and & number of star
pattern haiv ping, beads of silver, chaing of gold, sirings of pearly
ete, contribute to the adornment of the hair knot. On her ears are
about four gold ear drops, two in each, one in the upper and anocther
in the lower lobe of each ear known as “Thodu.’ Her neck was
weighed down with the burden of seven gold chaing and pendant
known a8 ‘Pathakum’, milky white strings of pearls, and other
jewellery, On her arms wero bangles and bracelets, while ghe had
also a dozen or more rings on her fingers, and tinkling silver
ornauients (Pathasaram) adorned her ankles and toes. Her dress
condisted of a white silk jacket embroidered with gold, and silk
eloth beautifully trimmed also with gold lace, and both jacket and
~cloth adorned with tiny gold flowers, and a thin rich veil on her
head, complete her bridal trossean.

The bride and bridegroom gorgeously arrayed as depicted
=uove, proceed to Church, the former in a palangnin or earriage

. (for there were no motor cars then) attended by maids. and the

. *Though large sums of money'were in those days expended on weddings,
"in progressive and chang;.ng Ceylon to-day, some Ceylon Chelties have no
eception at all, even on their wedding day,
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TIIE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. a1
latter accompanied by two groomsmen, with his relatives
and friends, forming two distinct parties. Sometimes the
bridegroom, preceeded by native musicians, wended his way to
Chureh walking on white cloth spread on the ground, known as
pavada, under a canopy held over his head by persons get
apart for the purpose, On arriving at Church the Parigh Priest
duly solemnises the marriage, delivers a sunitable Homily to
the new couple, praying that the bride may be endowed
with charity and peace, und please her husband, like
a8 Rebecea was to Issac, that she would be faithful like Sarah,
and that the ¢onple may have many children, happiness, long life,
&e. &, Mass and Blessing ig followed by the withdrawal into the
Vegtry and signing of the Register, congratulations, and procession
to the bride’s house, where immediately on arrival a ceremony
known as ‘ Corouchi’ is performed, as an emblem of the bride’s
virginity, It is the pinning on to the hair knot of the bride of a
thin gilver or gold pin, surmounted by a delicately worked sprig
of flowers bronght on a little cushion or tray, by alittle child, while
one ormore with baskets of flower petals follow her. Simultaneously
with this pin prick—if I may so describe it--all the musical
instroments produce a jargon of sounds, which is followed by a
sprinkling of roge water. After cake and wine, toasting &o., all the
guestd or at least those specially requested, partaks of a wedding
breakfast, at which are served delicions dishes, such as ‘virundu sor
and attu kodal curry,) mutton and chicken curries, sathey, karuman
achie, entlets, numerous vegetable preparations, milk enrds, sweets,
cakey, broders, plantains and other fruits, all served at the table in _
proper order, with light refreshments. At this midday wedding
meal, there is usually an odd mixture of gmiles and tears, feeble
and vich jolkes, heavy compliments, partaking of indigestible food,
muking of congratulatory orations, &e.&e. When the sacrifice to
conventionalism is over, and the best of the day spent, the gnests
are favoured with a ‘sandanum poth’ (a finger privt on the fore-
Lhead with a preparation of rosewater and sandalwood), and after
this all gradually disperss. .

In the night, another ceremony "known as thae tying of the
‘Thald’ is performed, for which the gnests arrive by invitati-n. The
Thali—which is a necklace with a pendant generally in the form
of a dove, symbolical of innocence, and connected with the in- _
eident at Onr Lord's baptism at the river Jordan——which a woman
wears from the time of her marriage, till the death of her husband,
is generally conveyed in a bex, which also containg the Koora (a~__
valuable cloth) silk jacket, garland of lowers &c. and which affords
another oceagion for eonvivialily or feasting. These articles
which are the gift of the bridegroom to the bride, a present-
ation similar to the ¢ Morgen gifer’ among the Uslts, which
continned to"Anglo-S.xon times, and which gift was reckoned as
the wife's peculiar-property—-were generally conveyed at nizht
in progession, te ft'e bride’s residenge with torchlight and
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92 THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY.

fireworks, In the forefront of the procession was the
bridegroom, with two male attendants, and his closest female
relatives escorting the female who was conveying the Thali
box or tray on her head, It is noteworthy that in this
procession all widows were to be at the back. While this
party walking on ‘Pawada’ or white eloth, all along the street, the
bridegroom under a special eanopy, accompanied by music and
fireworks, approach the Dbride’'s residence, the bride's father or
guardian and other male relatives of the bride, and party of es-
pecially invited guests, go forward also with fireworks and musie
in procession to meet, grest, and escort the bridegroom’s party.
(Behold the bridegroom cometh, let ng go forth to meef him.)
This eeremouy is known as ¢ Ethir kondn alaikuthal’ like the
ten wvirging in Scripture, going forth to meet the bridegroom.
When both parties have entered the bride’s residence, a close
female relative of the bridegroom opensthe box, and taking ont
the Thali places iton a salver of gold or silver, sprinkles roge
water on it and takes it round to be touched by thse chief guests
as a mark of honour.*¥ "The bridegroom is then conducted to the

"Manae Vare or dais where the bride is seated, and the former

fastens the Thali on to the neck of the bride, assisted by a pro -
perous mother of many children, amidst the din of all manner of
mugical instruments, the guests standing with uncovered heads, as
a The tolen of respect. The relatives and friends then presentrings,
&e. to the bride and bridegroom, after which refreshments are

. gerved.

This i very often made the occasion for the invoeation of
blessings on the new couple known as ‘walthuthel’, whieh kind
offics is discharged generally by the select friends of the new
couple armed, with violing, timbrels, and well tuned cymbals,
Then follows the gnbstitativn of the gold ehain in place of the
garland of flowers removed from the bride’s neck and a gump-
tnous dinner and conviviality terminates the marriage ceremony.
The bridegroom then earries off his spoil, to the epeecial bridal
chamber, accompanied, as was the custom among the aneient Celts,
with every joyous demonsteation of musie,

¢ When crowned with blessing, she doth rise
To take her latest leave of home,

And hopes and light regrets that eoma,
Make April of her tender eyes ;

And doubiful joys the father move,

i And tears are on the mother’s face,

As parting with a long embrace,
She enters bther realms of love.” -

The following morning, at early dawn a little hoy signals
to the bridegroom to open the door, and the bridegroem is present-

*1'he tying of the Thali is now done in Church, ~after the ornament is '
blessed by the Priest.
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THE CEYLON CHETTY COMMUNITY. 93
ed with a suit of clothes (the present of the bride), which he
dons, and goes baeck to his own home, coming forth out of his
chamber as a giant refreshed with wire.

On a previously appointed day, following thisevent, the grooms-
men and a party of ladiesand gentlemanspecially invited visit the
bride’s honse, and afteranother feast known as ‘Thingal Kilamai
Virundu’ (or Monday repast),a select party of ladies, exclusive of the
bride’s relatives, econduct the bride to the residence of the brideg-
room, the former leaving her father’s home amidst showersof bless-
ings, fond kisses, regrets, tears, and tender farewells, for her new
home., Thus ended the wsdding ceremony of ancient Roman
Catholic Chetties,

It may here be mentioned that among the Anglicans in days
gone by, some marriages were performed at private residences,
under special eircnmstances e.4.

John Pieris Aserappo to Wilhelming Jurgen Ondaatjie at the
residence of Mudaliyar Don Simon de Melho Wannigerkoon by

: Igon’ble and Ven'ble Archdeacon T. J. Twistleton D. D. on October
19, 1557, 4

Bastian Rodrige Pullenayagem, Mudaliyar, Pullulam, lo
Johanna Jurgen Onduatjie, at the residence of Solomon Jurgen
Ondantjie, Mudaligar of the Governor's Gate, on January 31, 1842,

John Rodrigo Tambichelly to Maria Jurgen Ondaatjie, at (he
house of the Rew. Johan Jurgen Ondaaljiz, Tamil Colonial Chaplain
of St. Thomas® Church, Colombo, on November 6, 1845,

Among similar marriages in other communaties both in England.
and Oeylon in olden times, may be guoted the murriages in the house _
of The Barl of Wemyss in London, in the presence of the King and
Queer, when James Duke of Monmouth married Countess Anne.
The marriage tn Ceylon on 23rd June 1842 cf Don John Dias
Bandaranayake, Mohandiram to Gertrude Angeniln Philipsz at the
house of the bride’s father Johannes Gudfried Philipsz Wijekoon
Panditteratne, 3rd Maha Mudaliyar and, that of Johannes Jacobus
de Saram Wijesekere Abeyratne Modeliar of the Gate, on 29th June

1842 to Wilhelminag Henvietta Philipsz al the house of the bride's -

futher, -
With respec! to marriages within one's own commnuity, eon-
tracted with the objeet of preserving the purity of the community,
and strengthening the bonds of amity, Hamilton #yfe inan .
article in *Peoples of all Nationg’ referring to Wales, says that = = -
the Welsh though a small race have steadily endeavonred to
reproduce exclusively one particular national type, and sre careful -~
to marry within their own racial limits. In Ceylon,among smali
commaunities the Kandyan aristoeraey, inclading Adigars and
Ratemaharmayas have, if we mistalke not, algo endeavonred to
maintain their national identiry. =
Amont the Low-country Sinhalese Arvistocracy too, a large
majority, including the following, dering Datch Rule, married
within their own community, viz.
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Don Conrad Peter Dias Bandaranwialke, Maha _Mudallyar to Lowisa
Jeronimus, davghter of Ke D, P, Jeronimus Wijesiriwardene, Attapattn,

Maha Mudaliar Samaraloon to Dona Helena, daughter of Philip Philipsz
Panditteratne, Mala Mudaliyar.

Maha Mudaliyar Zeander de Saram (son of Anthonian de Saram) to
Johanna Meria, daughter of Don Louis Perera Samaraweera Goonewardane
Basnayake Mehandiram on June <th 1754.

Among members of the same community who married under Britich
Administration are :

Fredriek da Livera, District J udge of Matara to Coruelin Henrietta de
Saram at Wolfendhal Church, Colombo on May 11th 1839

Don John Dies Bondaranaile Muhandiram to Gerlrude Angenita
Philipsz at the house of the bride’s father Johannes Godfried Philipsz Wija-
koon Panditteratne (3rd Maha Mudalivar) by license of the. Archdezeon, the
officiating Clergyman having been Revd. John Henricus-de Saram, M a,, on
23rd June 1842,

Hon, Sir 8, €. Obeyeselera, 3 1,0, son of D, D, F. Obavesskern,
Mudaliyar of Talpa Pattn, who in 1872 married Hgline Maria daughter of the
late Hon. Mr. James de Alwis, . L, ¢,

ir Solomon Dias Banduronayale, first Ceylonese © ¢, u. @, , late Maha
Mudaliyar and A, D, 0 to His Bxcellancy the Governor, who married Dugsy
Ligline Oleyesekere, danghter of Hon. Sir 8. . and Lady Obeysekers,

Hon, Mr, Feliz Reginald Lrias, son of Canon Samnel W, Dias, and
nephew of Hir Iarry Dias, Kt. (who acted as Uhief Justice of Ceylon) who
marvied Annie Lucy, third daughter of Hon Mr, James de Alwis, i, 1., 0,

Walter de Livera 5. p, son of Mr. Trancisens de Li vera, Mudaliyar of the
Governor’s Gate, who married Eliza Dios Bundaranayalke, daughter of ),
; (. H, Dias Bandaranayaka, Mudaliyar of the (fovernor's Gate, and Mudaliyar

~ of Siyane Korle,
F Francis Evanest Gooneratne, Mohotti Mn dalivar of the Atts pattu of
“" Qalle, son of Don David Gooneratne, Attapatin Mudaliyar who marvied
Caroli na Dias Abeysinghe, donghter of N. D, Abeysinghe, Mudaliyax of the
Governor's Gate and Attapattu of (alle.

Barrister Donald Obeyesehere, M. A, 1. L D, son of the late Hon, My. T i
Obeysekere, M. L. ¢., who married Bdith Perera daugliter of the late Proctor
. John Henry Perera, of Kuruwe Walauwa, Colombo.

Dr, Paul K. Pieris, 0.0, 8, &, ). Litt. son of J, M, P, Samarasinghe
Siriwardens, Mudaliyar of the Governor’s Gate who marriod Hilde Obeyesclere
daughter of Hon. and Mrs. J. P, Obeyesekere.

Maha Mudaliyar and Rarrister J. P, Ohegesekere, 3, a 3 L. L. Py who

] margied the daughter of Walter Dias Bandavanaials, Mudaliyar of the
Governor’s Gate, of Green Street, Colombo,
: Among membe:s of the Ceylon Chetty Community who

* . have,in the past married within their own community, are the
- » = following :—
] + 1744, August 2nd, Colombo, Revd. Philip de Melho, son of Adigar
»~ » BSimon de Melho, Modeliar of the Governors Gute (Rasa Vasal) who was
~"ttached to the personal staff of ten Duteh Governors, to Magdulene Jurgen
> Ondagtiie, aunt of Dr. Peter Quint Ondaatjie, 4. 1, 3 Ph, 0, 7, 7. p. the
Jivst Asiatic who figured in Enropean History. ° .
Pedro Pieris Aserappa Shroff Mudalivar of N egornbo, and a wealtliy
*+landed proprietor, to Aduna Juliana de Méelho danghter of Don Bimon ds
Melho Wannigerkoon, Mudaliyvar of the Governor's Crite, -
1814, October 13th, Revd, Johan Jurgen Ondanlfie, Oolonial Chaplain,
8t, Thomas’ Cthurch, Colombo, to Jucoba Magdalene de Mello, ;

\
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Adigur Simon de Rosairo chiefl Land owner of Calpentyn to Martha
Devanasa Mutinlkistng, daughter of Gate Mudaliyar Abraham Rodrigo
Muttukistna of Jaftna. 5

1822, July Gth, Colomba Manuel Morguppa  Wennigsraine, Mudaliyar of
tle Governor's Gate to Miss fodrigo Muttitlisna.

Anthony Pieris Aserappa a wealthy merehant and landed proprietor to
Johanna Rodrigo Tambichetty of a highly respected and distinguished family.

Don  Williom Olristofrel Murudappa (Head of the Roman Catholic
Chetties in Colomho) to Magdalene Leli Ramanaden in 1738,

Joln Paul Casieclitly, Mudalivar of Halpitigam Kotle son of Gaspar
Casiechitty, Bhroll Mudaliyar of seven Korles to Mavia de Rosairo, niece
of Adigar Bimon de Rosuiro of Calpentyn.

Nieholas Jurgen Ondaaijie, Mudaliyar of the Governor's Gate to
Magdealene Muttulistna, danghter of Philip Rodrigo Muttukistna first Kacher:
Mudaliyar of Jaffna, under British rule.

Louts Pieris Aserappr, a wealthy landed propristor, son of Anthony
Tieris Aserappa, to Magdalens Jurgen Oudaatjie, *

Simon Castechitty, ©.0.8, District Judge of Chilaw and Calpentyn, to
Sophia  Swaminathen, sister-in-law of Abraham Morgappa, Sub-Collector
Customs, Calpentyu.

1824, September 2nd, Abraham Jw'gen Ondaatjie, brother of Gate
Mudaliyar Nicholas Jurgen Ondaatjie to (hristing Pieris Aserappa.

1828, November 12th, Jokn . Malleappa to Anne Barbara Christian
David, . X

1827 July 2nd JoknLlodrigo Hoothiak (Chetty) © 05, District J udge of
Kayts to dnna Pieris Aserappa.

Paverayen Joseph Philip Casiechitly to Savina Pieris.

Abraham Lodrige Muttulistng, Modeliyar of the Governor's Gate {o
Blizabeth 8. Qlwistian David,

John Cliistoffel Fernundo Pulle, son of Jan Fernando Pulle, Chief of
the Tamil inliabitants to Magdalene Aserappa,

1849, August 8th, Joln Paul Casiechitty. Mudaliyar of Hapitigam Korle
(2nd time) to Cecilia Rodrigo Muttulkisina sister of Barrister Henry Francis
Muttukistaa and Canon Gabriel Rodrigo Muttukistna,

Barrister Jokn J. Cusiealitty 0.0.8, 8 A.. B. 0.1, son of Abraham Casie-
chitty (Mudaliyar) Kandy to, Emma Rodrigo Mutiulistna, daughter of
Gate Mudaliyar Abraham Rodrigo Muttulistna of Hill Street, Colombo.

1859, danwary 10th, Peter Rodrigo Pullenayagen (Municipal Inspector)
to Anna Julia Paulick Pulle.

1859, November 2nd Lowis Nicholus Morguppa of the Colombo Customs
to dnna Qlristina Pullenayagem,

1859, August Tth, Pasqual Redrigo Pullenayagem to Magdalene
Fernando Pulle.

1861, October 14, Philip Michael Jurgen Ondaatjic to Anna Hiiza
daughter of Gate Mudaliyar John Casiechitty, District Modeliar of Calpentyn,

- Anthony de Rosairo, Shroff Mudaliyar Puttalam to Mary Casiechitty
dunghter of Distriet Judge Simon Casiechitty, ¢,0.8,, (Chilaw and Oalpentyn.)

1865,May 29th.at Bill Street,Colombo—Proctor Solomon Lowis Aserappa,
soni of Touis P. Aserappa to Marianne Casiechelty, daughter of District
Mudaliyar Jolm Paul Casiechetly and his wife Mary; the marriage having
been solemnized by Uslonial Claplain Revd, Simon Dedrick Jurgen Ondaatjie
at Bt. Thomas’ Zhurel, Colombo,

Christian M. Morgappa, Notary and landed proprietor to Salome de
Liosairo, danghter of Abraham de Rosairo (Opperkoop) of Calpentyn.

Louis Anandaype to Johanna, danghter of David Marian de Rosairo,
District Mudaliyar of Celpentyn, at 8, Mary’s Cliurch, Kalpitiya (Calpentyn,)

=, Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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1845, October 8th, Petey Jurgen Ondaaijie a wealthy landed proprietor
of Ja.mpetl,a,h Street to Maria Magdalene Jurgen Ondaatjie danghter of
Thomas J, Ondaatjis and sister of Gate Mudalizar Nicholas Jurgen Oadaatjie.

Joseph Alles to Marthe de Rosuiro of Galle,

1810, Proctor Louis de Rosairo, (Titular Modeliar) ead of the Rum'm
Cyutholic Chetties at Galle, to Saveria cZe Costa (of Galle.)

1853, Webruary 7th, Henry A. David to Aunie Malleappah of Kotahena,
Caolombo,

1835, February 1lth Kotabena, Colembo Gabriel Gaswchetr y  to
Magdalene 12, Ramenuden.

Christopher Brito Paulick Pulle tv Antonette Jane Malleappa.
Anthony Rodrigo Babapulle to Magdalens Paulickpulle,

Manuel Casiechetiy ol Kandy, (son of Caspar Casiechetiy Shroff
Mudaliyar of seven Kerles) to Ceeily, danghter of Bimon Casiechitty, ¢ ©. 8.
Distriet Judge of Chilaw and Calpsntyn »t St. Mary’s Church, Kalpitiya.

1846, May 26th, at Colombo, William Jurgen Ondaatjic Mudaliyar of
the Governor's Gate, (son of Abraham Jurgen Undaatjie and Christina Peiris,
nee Aserappa, and neplhew of (iute Mudaliyar Nicholas Jurgen Ondaatjie) to
Julia, both of whom celebrated their golden wedding at Jampettah Street
Uo!cmbo on 26th May, 1806, E

{See also Appendix ‘Domestic gecurrences.’)

e Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

e i P = R






i . o 3
> ‘u . = -
Q“.;,.;
* -
——-._-.,:‘. -h v 1
7y :
t = .
2 o
i %
- - ;
- L = &
T ey -
-
r G -, -
T £F

;.
e & - =
2
"
N ‘? -? EE o
A =
\‘\ ds ; < i
o ¥
A = ‘
s ~ 1
: = S E
&2 ) Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. X =S
P $ noolaham.org | aavanaham.org : =3 S
'S .



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org







	1  (1)
	1  (2)
	1  (3)
	1  (4)
	1  (5)
	1  (6)
	1  (7)
	1  (8)
	1  (9)
	1  (10)
	1  (11)
	1  (12)
	1  (13)
	1  (14)
	1  (15)
	1  (16)
	1  (17)
	1  (18)
	1  (19)
	1  (20)
	1  (21)
	1  (22)
	1  (23)
	1  (24)
	1  (25)
	1  (26)
	1  (27)
	1  (28)
	1  (29)
	1  (30)
	1  (31)
	1  (32)
	1  (33)
	1  (34)
	1  (35)
	1  (36)
	1  (37)
	1  (38)
	1  (39)
	1  (40)
	1  (41)
	1  (42)
	1  (43)
	1  (44)
	1  (45)
	1  (46)
	1  (47)
	1  (48)
	1  (49)
	1  (50)
	1  (51)
	1  (52)
	1  (53)
	1  (54)
	1  (55)
	1  (56)
	1  (57)
	1  (58)
	1  (59)
	1  (60)
	1  (61)
	1  (62)
	1  (63)
	1  (64)
	1  (65)
	1  (66)
	1  (67)
	1  (68)
	1  (69)
	1  (70)
	1  (71)
	1  (72)
	1  (73)
	1  (74)
	1  (75)
	1  (76)
	1  (77)
	1  (78)
	1  (79)
	1  (80)
	1  (81)
	1  (82)
	1  (83)
	1  (84)
	1  (85)
	1  (86)
	1  (87)
	1  (88)
	1  (89)
	1  (90)
	1  (91)
	1  (92)
	1  (93)
	1  (94)
	1  (95)
	1  (96)
	1  (97)
	1  (98)
	1  (99)
	1  (100)
	1  (101)
	1  (102)
	1  (103)
	1  (104)
	1  (105)
	1  (106)
	1  (107)
	1  (108)

