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THE DEMISE OF A SCHOLAR

K.S.Sivakumaran

Thampu Kanagaratnam was a different kind of Tamil scholar. He was
different in that he was not only a Pulavar (meaning a scholar with
poetic sensibilities) in his own language but also proficient in six
other languages other than his mother tongue which was Thamil. He
was a linguist in knowing Sinhala, Sanskrit, Paali, Hindi, Malayalam
and English. Such a man from Yaalpaanam and who lived most of his
86 years in Colombo passed away on February 18,2013.

He was a Traditional Grammarian in Thamil writing useful articles on
how Thamil should be written and spoken in newspapers and
magazines like Sengkathir that comes from Maddakkkalppu. But he
also tried to gethimselfupdated in contemporary writing. This can be
seen in his attempt to translate some stories in Sinhala into Thamil.
These translations appeared in a booktitled Sethu Bandanam.

We learn that he had translated several fictions, folklore, Jathika
Stories from Sinhala into Thamil and vice versa. He has also written 10
books and songs for children.

His book on Comparative Study of Sinhala and Thamil Literature was
eagerly awaited. A Reader & Exercise Book for Sinhala students to
learn Thamil through Sinhala medium was very useful to such
students. He has reportedly written 40 Text Books in Thamil.

Pulavar T.Kanagaratnam volunteered to write articles in Thamil on
Buddhist themes and compared some Sinhala works with ancient
Thamil works in the Annuals of trilingual publication published
during the Vesak.

He was a respected, erudite scholar admired by the Thamil and
Sinhala traditionalists and also by young media people for his
authentic explanations on the use oflanguage in the correct manner.
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He was not a mere Pandithaya or Pandithar buta graduate (B A) of the
London University and a 1st Class Trained Bala Pandit. For his B A
degree he had offered Thamil, Sanskrit and Paali.

Consideringhis versatility he was appointed as the Head of the Thamil
Text Book Committee of Educational Publications Department. He
retired from the Sri Lanka Educational Service and Editor (Thamil) of
Educational Publications Department.

He continued to serve the students and public by being a visiting
lecturer in Thamil for SLIDA, BCS / BMICH, KDA. His wife, now slightly
unwell, had been a batch mate of my wife at Peradeniya University in
the late 1950s and she had been well acquainted with T K having
worked with him in some institutions like the then CDC and later the
NIE.

He was also an honorary assistant secretary of the Colombo Tamil
Sangam.

He has 17 years of teaching experience in government schools. Since
1980 he has lectured at various places including the Colombo
University Workers Education Program and Institute of Indigenous
Medicine.

In 1992 he was awarded the appellation Thamil Mani by Hindu
Religious and Cultural Department.

He has given several talks on varied subjects over theradioand TV.

He has participated in many International Tamil Conferences,
Seminarsand read Research Papers.

He had also been Scouts Commissioner and many more achievements
to his credit stand. Indeed it's a loss that people with such credentials
are disappearing from our country. The connecting links between
tradition and modernity are becoming narrower.
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D.PEMADAS

It's weeks since Mr.Kanagaratnam departed and the vacuum he left remains hollow and
empty. I was saddened by his sudden and unexpected demise. My association with this
unique personalty spans over TWO decades. I First went to him to learn the tamil
language and in course of time we became very close friends and we had very close
constant contact until his demise.
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erar@petr b SLApLOGSeTTE Blevews & CLITDpLILIGLD.
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CuITFNT . USLBIBHST ANPBIGIW BHSHI

Levauf serarsglard Tans@ LAsejb pPlLpsLomaTaT yaur e.ws SLOLD
o1& flpieuarddlar wrpT@ESeT LvapPle) Sens GGTeti_auT e
@evriens Slever pL_rsdw siaiGse wrpm 19 eyb Casflur wrpmESelayh
umE upp! L @mser swrilidgar sllp @evddunsailey yFaiepd
ypwrer ypleydb Csmemi_eur Amser prevseT Hwaperp SLALYID
Qurfluwuisgs Geaefll L air 2pg_ar fAuser ) @esdu
wrerpulleb ey Qe s L Hengsener Geveflufl "t

sarg surppTefled GL@pLd LUGHaw @Es Laisefled B UGS ererTT
DYQUBL W YSSESFET SFLOTATena eupplelr epeuioms yauflar Guith
e Cp@rsren plowbupib LpGUSHE @eluaf &TheLomer
GamevLh iy L8 LIGETLjem1_ i LGS T,

warans ol B S1BEOT IDTLDEH|BHT.ee...

LOSH(TEIGUT LOITSIT LOMBIeVS &I (& U LpmIdlis ) Neh/THNT LIGUIT. 26U/ TS @HaT eTHIGET
uarGomfiieauT SaTEISSlaTd e sHeT LISDIPUI  LDTEOTeUT  FEIGE
Gerupibyy Flewerwy_eir WOGES FRUTEH Gemeavng pisanT. ermseaflar
SIS ST TS, FSTUITETITSL  LIGVHTeVLD LewiAEgaT. eTog)
Cewpur® gpou gyemow wyenr eaupmd apgar. eriGLImep g Gio
TG YR pleopad L gdar Curg spETalls sSemeveuTTsL
LeITHE] Snl L LD EOLOEWITS BL_S% SIS LGP DI &S LHFLD
Quiigib o sallugy. lalas ysmauias Quiluearts @ wbsTeLd
ere0CeurmLggih LGeYLD HSRTUTHLI LipGagle Sauemr Lilehe yeflsane.
sDeL@G@LEOUGTLS el b NeADpd Hevwrg. Hererehdmy
Pp@VE@rEE UTL s oussCurwds UL ssear S xmion
QFupur. yelTsaer HTUHTTS G HAUTH@HL_GT  HOTUTATSH ETTL
wrggens Cudl Geupu”L_asls umidg aluliuem_GGger. gybomioeisi
Loargmyevens el (B aflewramieug Qearmmaytb Seurg LsL eTarGnermih
PSS Yy Qb SAlGGL auTs LwearallG@Gd  Lopmith
2 Pl THEHHGLD 6TLD G DLLDHS <BIGDI S TLIBIFEIT.

&. flmsTosTSeT
Qewevreny (wsmggens evayr LIGnLOW LOTEwTe) ST FmisiLh, Q& mupLbLiédlener)
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BMICH, Bauddhoioka Mawetha, Colomba 7, Sri lanks
Toleshone: + 54 11 2698019
Fox +04 11 2687176

BANDARANAlKE CENTRE E-mall. admin@beis.adu lk
ror INTERNATIONAL STUDIES Wi Sites v beis s B

Date: February 19, 2005

Dean/Faculty of Arts
University of Jaffna.

Drear Sir,

Reference for Mr. T. Eanagarathnam
B.A. (Londan), Diploma in Education Ceylon, " Class Trained Bala Pandis,
Tamil Lecturer BCIS

It is with gfiite pleasure that I am issuing this recommendation on hehalf of
Mr, T. Kanagarathnam, who T understand is being considered for an
honorary degree of Doctor of Literature by the University of Jaffna.

Mr. T. Kanaparathoam, a linguist of repute has had a distinguished career as
a teacher, a Text Book weiter and the Chief Editor in the ducational
Publication Departrent.

His writings, publications and research articles have won awards for rhe
contribution towards the achievement of ethnic hasmony and the
promotion of languages.

I have no doubr that he should be honofed for his untring efforts in
teaching Tamil Language to a lazge number of local and foreign students
over a period of 18 years contriburing in no small measure for solving the
ethnic problem prevailing in our country.

His Bio-Data annexed herewith shows his Research and the awards he has
won and thase are clear proof to show that he deserves 1o be recommended
for an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Literature.

I sincerely wish Mr. Kanagaratam good health and long life!

Dr. itha Tennakoon.
B.S¢. -Sp.- (Pers), Ph.D, (Sweden-Pera.)
Director/BCIS
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s, 1490, cmmed 3.

Funlap  emE aar;;.un;}

i Our Ref No, S8C/LHDD(15)
130 Suptember 1996,

M T, Kanagacailhoam
YA, 47th Lane,

Language Class

We&mkym?mmyxmwlﬁnmmmﬁﬂmﬁm%&wﬁa@m}mgmm

2 1wl bo inform vou that the clase s 5
© . Seminar Ropm (Registrars Office).

§ {0 be held at 3,30 pm on 2nd July 1996 at the

“?QmMMRﬂdbecMWEdmw“indi‘!ﬁav :&mS’iUmmSﬂOpmuﬁm
wﬁbegmd 250~ per waching hous
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Dr. SARATH 5. KEKULAWALA i -
e R A s . i:r John Kotelawala Defence Academy
M fma PIDKDL NY. Ac. Se. (US.AD MSAN (Mgl andawela Estate,

Ratm
Dikactof of Acodiemic Stuclios Sri L:::;za.
Heod, Dept. af Physics.
Dioon. Foculty of Sclencs, (Ted : 0094-1-635201 /B47153)
Univetsity of Ruhuna, Si Loniks, Emal | kelu@koo.ne k

Fexe: 00941605160

Vice Chanceilor
Universily of Jaffna
Jaffna.

Ref: T. Kanagaratnam
B.A (London), Dip. In Education (Ceylon), 1¥ Class Trained Bala Pandil(Visiting
Lecturer « General Sir John Kotelawala Defence Academy)

IL is with much pleasure that [ am sending this recommendation on behalf of
Mr T Kanagaratnam whom, I understand is being considered for an honerary degree, by
. your university.

Mr Kanagaratnam, has for the last 12 years been our regular Visiting Lecturer of
the subject of Tamil, which is a compulsory core subject for all Bachelors degree
programmes in the Kotelawala Defence Acadermy. He has not only proved to be a
dependable, dedicated teacher, for our studenis but also been instrumental in producing
additional texts and teaching materials for the students who are beginners in the Tamil
language. Among the books written by Mr Kanagaratnam for us in the past 12 years are,

a. Tamil Made Easy
b. Ler us Sing
< Sinhala Tamil Hand Book

Mr Kanagaratnam has very cffectively used the techniques such as Sinhala- Tamil
comparative method for teaching owr students to ensure imparting a working knowledge
in Tamil among our young learners.

Apart from Mr Kanagaratnam's above contributien as an inspiring teacher, we
feel proud to have among us a learned, schalar of the calibl@of Mr Kanagarainam in the
KDA faculty whose mission is to contribute towards producing intellectually grown
trained professionals for the Armed Forces of Sri Lanka.

We have great pleasure in recommending Mr Kanagarainam for an advanced
honorary degree., from your university.
~
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Qzmdsd

Upps e -

SHMEENIDSET

Pass

varshomiflingwsiflar esusaest

(Weene, slpU LTL BEIHUGHS Senaosul
udlurdfwy (Grade 1), Sri Lanka Education

Service (SIES) @hmmer &sva

Geusliuil GoHememseend SOWHI LTL FHTed

246e0n#] LGS Cry alifleysnwmeny - Qerupy LSHEmEvHE P
1. Workers Education

2. Institute of Indigenous
Medicine

efiflsyemguwimenyy -
BCIS - UGN TIHBTWSES HMeShEIEs Heoal Mensolid 1986
SLIDA - @eomiena Slalhéd Bmaunrs Bmeuemd

KDA - 1-1-92.

1927-04-09
1. Q.g.(B.ALondon)(7th Oct. 1966)

2. sevell lyGermon (Diploma in Education) eSGsL & Merit
(1stDec. 1983)

3. wpasombgri uuind sAflwiy (1stJan 1946)
4. umev uemngg§ (Oriental Studies Society, Jaffna) 1949,
5. angemy s fereniivuind (Gllwell wood Badge Trained)

6. fmsemb G.C.E 1974; Amisens sensento Highest Graceiv (1973)
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GQomfls Cxred -

S50

Qamdlsd suyeomm):

1.aulp 5. umefl

p TN AT ALV 6.8mIS 6D
3. FL0EOS(HSLID 7.6 5
4. 9relmaLD 8.L06MBVWITETTLD

1. @emaurensy GUOUISEALTST slsHungransouied Hiblbdasevell

2. wermeds  seonfl,  eusTelenmel  WHHW  He0ETH
eI@UAIDMIEY SLmdlvs Saved

3. allsgeurear  fl.aCaumewr, HEUMEBE LIS SHLIDeT
flesmudiTearensn  SACWTRLD  uetigs  eugliys@fiw
2 wWisOpseel, GHHEN (Pendssdal

4, elsgmeu  FCymwentl  Epmgrenbwy,  wCaETUTSHAWTWT
@rrenow] LGl Fwsvdmpess Seuall.

vuippou L sWprdflugre (1942-1945)

194910 oyem(F GFsGmbuy lowp Hed CFTLESD DPFTEIS
urLememeouled  Gamfled  Syybub. 17 SLeRIl  sisiiols
& (HENTTEH M6, U S, LD 63T QT , (st erflwieuen em
alsdunebas seorf, Qemupwy Gsebien  ssowrfl,
@fuugser waTealbSHTeowd SLE SITF  UTLFTe0SETN6
S Aflgrs Lo

19674 open(p Geg0sbuy loyp dad GaTLdsbd 1985o41D
opsmB umee  lewh Hadl ey (18 syanbsst)  seoal
QeusliL(Be SlomamesshmHsy SLEMD. UTLKHTED *sTURHSHTeN]
el (psm  usaiulsd (Gumiigl  uflensulsd)  Qsifley
GaWiwiul B Bluwleb.

uourdiflwgre (Grade 1) e wiéd Qupm sSWOPLUTL HID
GUpSHSMEVeUTTE  @ememiummio  sushy  &Lenwb, (SLES
Goeneuush)

Cramaisdt Bpeewlurs Jrsrer uflssgral uflees
HenemabsenHHeID &L LD,

@msmiurw  deat seell GeuefWil(bs Hememdbsend HUOHL
UTLETD ugHulen oLGoomrssrTes SLenLD.

Qampyll usamEHLasE Gamsoreny ssoail (Workers
Education) ug&luilsd u@gd alfleyenywimsny. (1980-1982)
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QurgFBaanal

gepas Gsemeu

60 & 61T
UGHHSLD.

Qeuerflui’ L
[BIT6VE6TT

Qarupbyl ussmeadsps Hos maubHul UGS o Wy, sD
@evsaen alfleysnrwimery (1983-1984)

SLIDA - pdosuasdles sioip elfleysnywimsny - 1984 -
BCIS - ae0al Mlensowisdlsd s010 alfleyenyuirsny - 1987

KDA - sphgsumen usdamessps elflsysngwireny 1992

BORINST FTT] HENEVEIDF GFWIE YL ENETIULITETTTEH

(HQs. Commissioner)

Goomemas  orgenat  usHflmd @emenl  usArrHurtas,
Gaeuar seoqunfl, @ALugsen war algdluremssiled Eryemy
& (D& SseTilen & 60 60 6UIT TS LD ETO&HT LSBT T & OLD Comeal.
Ceehdimes smis, Qaah GuTED SUDbLSVEIED aTUSIHMEH
o _milsgnad Gaeme.

Grapbys sUbE smssdar st 2 pilagrs, o sels
QFwesomeryTe.

1. Qegm Guneied SibysTed (PSS UL  GLoLED)
Fmyenflw Coemsudbanss Cxarglug) GRWITHS
SHemeveu e -

(i) Letter of Commendation (1963) (sfghaiemnrs sigsib)

(i)  Medal of Merit (Hpsoioll ugdsid)

srdlgSu eflpr 1992 (May 10th)sd, sflpweiiu L,
Gurmaéf m.3,000/= urgrl G

(iii)  usveuy wenll g.GuflsbildsTensm Haema Her oiflsv
@evmiemas salensl Gurliguisd (1989) uflsbd urgr Gib

(i) @eomemall UTLETmNGST Dmasdan o uBuwndls
aUUED sfllp Qo urLEreseT 1967 - 1985 @evdaliu
BITEUEEIT,
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(i) ume euglys OBTLESWL 12Zyb &I susmy 40@NE
GiopulL surdleneall LML RTe0&6T, Bevdball mIeOEsT.

(iil) @evddu ETOSEHEEG 2_) RIEOEST (SDUTTLDTWENID
Text)

(iv) euflsmiig HTEOSET

(V)  @ememill UTLRIEVSST - UT6OT suGUy - 5 SLBSTD euenyy
wefGel ousyelsd Geusfui®

(vi) Qumd Quwiiu - seafls ErssT FARisansHedmba

(9, 10) sWwEE
Sefliu’ L
QeusfiuiBse : 1. Beomemsl UTFMHSTLD
Qeouefiuip - ROMMEBF FTTENT SHEEVEMD DIQUCUEISLD
1967
2. Crguppad - dApsmss OGasrely (12 so3660)
dmsenaHlalmbe slpsE Qumf Guwyiy
Geueui® - Gemupus WOWEF FmsbD - 1979,
3. ‘Gxwst Gapi &&1 - Asmss QBTG (12 HnSHE6T)
4. Speuisstu ANINSSET - QEHTHH &HSHHE
Geusfi® - Qempwys SIOpFemISD - 1988.
5. s frissn aurFsLD
usd I surdlenest [HITeD
ugd I uuiHA mIrsd - (SiFded)
(i) @G B
6. salens BIed - Amsuf LrLed 1991
7. dmeufssrw Ansssse auflng 2: sul-sTw - BTGLMgS
SMBBET  (DIFFs0)
&L (B H6T, @evmimal usHflenssear -  alpBsafl
BHENHBET S yeat
SLTTUIFSS

&L (HEn a6t
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BTE0S 61T

R 2k 3
AMGE

SN SHEBE

Frsal ugdflmssar : 655 Hoular srdsHu seom mIsuenTT -

E.P.D. eomisngsu

BpHwl usHflemasst :  wEhsfl sTa) FehdmEDaN dlmeueitem

GUHLD & T 6001 & &1 Li(H LD Fm& Gmen
worerlGE Apoy  weof 1982 (s0p
Wwemd SPEGHH 2224085 GeusiuiF)

Qeusméisuy 1985, 1986 BevmIanss: SEOTFT] SIDIDESH

urLgTensd (eiieflensul eenasflear Gomfl elmssd (Hmimsn
@umgt detensnasiian oy e Geanbs opuiay)

1.

iii.

vi.

S ESHE0GS SOPTITLFSH waTETEesfsd Fofiniss
UL L 6n6u.

. fmssn  urel  @evsdlwmisefsd B Q& soeumd @

(Aopeugl sflpryrugd) wmpluned - 1974

sl fmsen Qord GQuuiiu Gesduksst (Soyaus
s BlprymlEdl) weemy - 1981

- gD Amisen grg Qevsdlumisst (6opugl SOPTITLIES

1987)

(o) devluBergupd FpEpb Teug SWOpTrTOFA LrmBrH
Gurfldwa 1989

(o) oo Bamid Y aupsdDh @iy slmauppm.
alehprangded siflp - Qommsed SWPOIUTL ETHEsTT

uBiesliiy  Geugl  LIBTLG @bHu  Heostey  waofler
s_Genguwrs suefoubsg - 1987

vil. ssvell ROYGmmETelhGE Fwililss splae sl Gy S

fmisen Gemantiy Gomsl)

usdflenass, eurQeamed - E&alFEISD.

cpusuTaaf - salugmsd (UgaumLOGDLL)
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@ s0aT G@wim sl
uginied

salmss Cen@GUlsy - ‘masdlae - wreusl smme  ummfiu
uTL60 &b,

fmpe Fusads salgiselas salmsser Guomp Quuglin, -
(@iEdle0)

Beneiay wefssilsy - Gurrdifluy seondld o.Fsrdeud -
Sleneiay wsvf 1988

FLLGSTe 61610.6TD.auefluTalar warseal urydl - 1988, surpsig
DL 60&EITEY

il
il

iv.

vi.
vii.
Viil.

ix.

Xi.

(=24)
(=)

@

ounGenmedulsd Guéssst - ‘gmso’ adim Hansolnlsd
evdadw goeoiur@ upil 29 Buissst ‘@elBud’ -
@eomensll  yeveuflar  sefllurLsosst  upfw  Ggmy
Guésaen 1980

Bevasiwil Busassst

Fowl Gugaast

2_ENJWITL GOHET

a6l R 6iT

Emas dadly Blebédlsen

o_ooF dAeHy Plapsdsen

&Heneud Bamew MlapFdss, ST Fehdlens

Bphdbgmen - “Sip CBH Spyd”

Gosusdlanall LML ed

GO &F6AID, [RITEITWILD
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FpE FhFmdm Blepsdsen

(=) &.Cur.g.(sFrarrem) sWH Gmfl urLEissT
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ii.

iii.

iv.

vi.

Qarpys s0pF smisg Ei@mems Qreomsmy

LA TR. 2_mudsy

2 wagdh SObs salep] Guremead CQewum@ey o minlsny
(w@sodlwm)

Inter Cultrual Brotherhood - &_mitnSeiy

FpaBagdaisuy Hmlusissmu - o_ginieny

2lgud mrOpremsnL CrradBlhel SO - saloms
2_0&g o] @reviLmeug wrsrE 1993

O dmsmn @eadlu 2_pay - Caflw s FrélgHHu afpr
1991 wevif

@evmenasuis Gsfw ghmenw Forsreand owlelmss b
Gusngg OENlF dbsmaset - Gousrd Hidallad 1991

Breuso]  eufuled elyeoness omseni SOD 2 ey
BeoLé@ ol uswissl, @b Fow  SoTETTS
FeMeSE6TLD - DO - TS 1992

Bovmens  adly Cpradueion UjFdmasensss Sy
sTeviLgled T, ghmED, SaEabldme ilalmsds
SpFlweuseupiiaETy - Quengs  &ma  Csmeissfs
Wwadluggieun - Qeueurs AgHaled - 1992

Bhal e EHemehAD aIpHSTENT & S Genysst 1992
DT SSIVES Gpuisugs SUD (S0 WwIETEH 1992 - Quiysd
23 - 26 (Fwnaspng BeT - GFaiame)

urefl  fmsen  @eddwmseled  Ceuns  HmpéEmr

BHEYOBIGST  (LTETLEG  weofled  oFsTdl  Qsustl
QULETRIRIE))
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Date of Birth
Qualifications

Subjects offered
forthe Degree
Proficiency in
Languages

Post Held

Postheld lately

Futher details

1983

Publications

09-04-1927

B.A. (London), Dip, in Education (Ceylon)
1st Class Trained, Bala Pandit.

(1) Tamil (2)Sanskrit (3)Pali

1. Tamil 2. Sinhala 3. English 4. Hindi

5. Sanskrit 6. Pali 7. Malayalam

The Head of the Tamil Text Books Committee of Educational Publications
Dept. Retired SLES - Editor (i) - EPD

Visiting Lecturer (Tamil) - SIIDA

Visiting Lecturer (Tamil) - BCIS - BMICH

Visiting Lecturer (Tamil) - KDA

Hony Asst Secy. Colombo Tamizh Sangam

s

Teaching Experience in Govt. Colleges 17 years
AsLecturer Since 1980 ..............
Visiting Lecturer - Workers Education University of Colombo 1980 -

W =R

4, Visiting Lecturer - Institute of Indigenous medicine - University of
Colombo

i. About40 Tamil Text Books
ii. About 10 Children's Books & Songs for Children

iii. Several Short Stories, novels, Folkstories - Sinhala into Tamil & Vice
Versa

iv. 'Senthu Bhandanam'; Jataka Stories etc.
v. Comparative Study of Sinhala & Tamil Literature (In Print)

vi. Participated in many International Tamil Conferences & Seminars and
read Research Papers.

. Contributed articles to magazines like. Vesak, malar, Veask sithivilt.
Sahitya malaretc,

viil, Applicant's work and services in the field of Tamil Literature and
writing has been recognized by the Hindu Religious and Cultural Dept.
by the Sahitya Award - suiipwendl (in 1992).

ix. Made series of Talks over SLBC & Rupavahini such as:
1. Comparative Study of Sinhala & Tamul Literature

vi

2. Vesak Thoughts
3. Children Literature
4. Silapathikaram
5. Hindu Thought for the day
%. A Reader & Exercisers Book for Sinhala Students to learn Tamil

through Sinhala medium.
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