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IN MEMORY OF G. KIRUBAHAR

In recent times, Tamils are contiauzing to suffer untold
birdship. rain, loss of property and death. Death by violence
and lack of medicine and normal medical care bas become an evervday
event in large numbers that peo:le hav: bscom: numb listening
ito the statistic ¢f injured and the dead., So many die so young,

Even when death is so numerous and common Kirubahar’s
previntable death at 28 is a nerve shittering event for his fam-
iy, fricnds and colleagues, We moura for him and his family.

In April 1995 Kirubahir camz (o consult me about his pro-
jeet  We met five or six times Our discussion was friendly and
stimulatng It ranged from agricu ture history of Jaffna, curre
cni everts and our roles im 1. We exchanged information aboug
village hfe then in my villags hif: now in his village. Little did
we know that by November 1995 our two villages would have
no life and his own life was soon drawing to a close.

1 found Kirubahar a sensitive, concerned and compeatent per-
soa. He was a persop of independent thought with viable ideas
He was definite about contributing his share to the  agriculture
production inp the North,

A University is a place where minds can interact and he
guidid through new cxpericnces that would shape the course of
our life. Free and rcasoncd discussion between students, and
buelw.cn stucents and staff, over a four-year period, Sharpens
the intellect of th: parucpants to tackle the problems that face
us im the real world, Kirubahir was rcady to answer the call to
duty but our political and medical system in such disarray did
not give him tue chance.

Unive:sity education puts us in a unique position of respo-
psibyity at an important historical moment, We have a respon-
sibility to our people. It is of paramount importance to move
away from vislence and work towards harmony and psace with
honour, Agyone who has looked deep iato the eyes of displaced
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children and families cannot help but feel there tragedy and the
hopelessness of violence, Their position now may be our’s scon.

Kirubahar’s family’s loss is a tragedy from which we want
them to recover. The pain of his irrepliceable loss may not
diminish with the passing of time. But be pray that they learn
to live with that pain. Let us all renember him as we koow
him in life. .

N. Ethirvecrasingam
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