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“Itis quite likely that the earliest groups may have spoken
Indo-Austric Munda and Proto-Dravidian Lan guages”
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“It is still unclear which process of combination of processes,
were the cause of Sri Lankan language replacement. It is possible
that very different processes were at work at differer* areas of
the Island and that we cannot isolate or identify a prime mover
from the overall result. The presence of a number of inscriptions
written in Prakrit, however, don’t necessarily indicate a large
number of writers or presumably speakers in that language”
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“Nor could they understand the Chingulay (Sinhalese)
language inwhich we spoke to them”b '
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Language of the inscriptions where discernible is Indo-Aryan
Prakrit. There is no way of ascertaining what language was in use
before Prakrit in Sri Lanka, whether Vedda, Dravidian or some
other category as evidenced by the occurrence of certain non-
Indo Aryan, non-Dravidian words in the Sinhalese language. Itis
probable that elite dominance was the prime factor responsible
for the suppression of the earlier base language of Sri Lanka by
Prakrit.

-58-

Asamd @ssmeu mpsHar 8 Gumflsafia
gorny Cueawssearg GCoardéssfamed Ty
2 (omppd Qubpg eremgl Osefeurdeamg. 2_arenouiCey,
Béarws Arser Qurfuied vateam eamswrar
ueLsar zar. Qg slp Qomfewd Gurem
mps8e @ fs @uCuppd Bepbs Curg @ries
st L govrCarlll Qe wssafler (@ &aTe
GauLrisaflen apgranswiisen Qumfurdu gevflé Gomé
Qempaeets saranesGs QamanBerarg. 24,86 Srmeil
Qumpwurdw Bg. Gearerm gpulL  Guernéserg)
Cuarfsssfar elmearansl QueTdssgiLal bs
Grrdms. urall Qumfsailsr QedearsEsd oLt
QUTITDITGHLD.

Vll.s Sp-ftuser  Qurfsefien o pejsar

Qareedued Aaananfluier GuopsmBlu e (HLTHDHLD
Quimens Petm b elethdls QaraTEreusnE (pene,
@pEropraTge WHUGHID SO, Hhserd o du
Qumfsaiie Lamwollés @@k Sifeiad. Gompuiiue
tHuder Aruser Qomfl e pbg 2 HOTHDD LDHE SHSSIS
QsfelsgaTeramweanw QrGé &lksés sTL(Haug
SeudlworSleTng.

Qaisar @eaaumield mEulLGurg, HAmser
Qumflé@l UaeuamasuAgud @g;rr%gn_rrp')@u_l Qegriomesfiw
Gasszaupman doellwbd Qawat  Shsar Gomfl e
@y ol Qurfs GHLUSmss smibs Gmfl e
T LTQiis  sgmer  Sbbomfisefle gemL e
Bevemés (gl Bmbs Qg TppsCisan Hplés
(Pawrg ey sssaNSs.

-59-



60

- 07)

(UL1D

6T HB&H ML L

smyewnd, Sruser GQmfl safll LTS meTeL WSS
e dwGswr@d. g Wl Ewerd, @8 &rmeilé&
MU 2amGLey sfl. Geeumieder Symel Quomfludléd
uramg s QuDD @meut FHUGES LLUGIMLLISTESL
aapri. @ssmew YWeldsme HILD Cwle
slgd smqu Aiser-sllp Qumisefe LmamgSSuLD
Qupp pseSlwrt Li9ay,.Ca.@ameaissamai., seumdl
eraysTemb FOULL .  (PSSITT @a@raursseT
Saisar 1918@@ QelLbur wIgL 28 b &8
SpapsT aoqmiuiid S Qumfl updl <y dblw
2 arulle d\eh181é@mrrgj GO peTarenio
SIUBTNESS55 555! .

“eseprar f8urs GCprég Gumg, Gumfd
geafaag Siorallagd sy oigag Qerp@prESs
DR, DLATE, DSEAG  GUFET HeniIGu 2y GLW.
osTag., sMHss Gadfliurigd Gerpsman
FOEGLOSSL ugeLrd FITEGZ LHAUSTGLD.
@aeurny CrréEh Curg. Hhsend SiplumLiie @
SrelL Qwmfl ereanéd sape GouarGd. @g L HLOw.
Be Lflenrmo euemisdyb SOLD GLompblen i LILIeHL UITES
QsrarLsrassrear Gsfdeamg. QerplpreESuilen
@iglienuGé Ahgemd urefufiargid Fwevdl|HssSagib
Gwel eeans Qarerepd Couameruid. ipem 2 (Hou
oiferseNaih enol b siglien udlh Sl GromSuietr
G eTans Fagieug) CUTHSBLOTESTES Garenmding).

Qésre eerar fHurer GQumbuiwe
SpieuraTiserTid FTHOHIS Qardrerd g &(HSH
wrlsefd om Cwmléses salsgausmss Gar@Lug
oisan  GQerplsfaucmw. wsar ewUGL Yy G-

61-



Qarg smsenss Sriser Comd e @Sy opflw
Ghwugmss snipg QmACw eranm eurdl L. CQewisenr
upeareliggrem o ACuNT aSissrs smramd @atGn
Barg smsy Hurtuobreag aaums aOS58S
ar_(H&leTma.

saumll @rallrsremn. Abiser GQumburearg)

rpsslen o8 prefls asissrésaller Guriiemer
2 mHLuGssd Haaeysé HeararCuo TG DT,
QuersssgiLeanr eups Wyrdms. urell GQumdsefer
OsceurssTagmer, fhsar GQumd el @HSw < flw
Qumfll uereul QupgeTers ereaTug Seutsar
STL(HD  STTETRISETT(ELW. Qaroallup &renmsar
BswarCu 2 nBiLpsadamer.

fmser Gumfler searemweaw Guogd ¢
2 grramssTed elendsomd.  fhsar GpEHrisamTESd
Qran® euems e amQLsuems &.9. 1B o mmpomadig e
TWsUULL se SHhsar Qassar [rordw
“Aepensmes GNéSemg. eI - Ty, Seuli
QB sars@sam@n. Sepdlad e OpHH samradd
urefl swevdlms o sefiliyser sramriiuLefdme. &euLi
COpEr smrémaeil @g sTOs5TO LmpUIg.

Srisers sl Basmer o LGUTSsseiser gL,
QTOU sTessHe. QEsoly QpOm sarsma
2 uCundflsarsas Corégn Gurg. @BOBOM samrés
Slatsaflear eupsssfnel ypbura@sranrsGeu
sren L &eTng,.

Qsamer ghetws Hhsar  Qumbluer PTG
Qumflwrs “eray” efamiigAemets OsNdamg. HAiser
Gomfl uph o rmuGart @b apsTES Qurfé

-62-

Qerpsear shemTwd SHArsagsde o.6eams
ordsfsgearend G 5653 @& UDDL Geenil
urrtiGumb.  Qeueurmy e Qumfenws CuACuimt
ARISET WTESMTR  ereleury 2 (HTlert  eraueamg
prd Cula @GRuGliL GCswlfly udsms &W&
Spwieurargran  Qarearaflfusmllear smsHmer GrigU
ufeuget apeld THSHE ST G)Sﬂ@Lbl_léﬂGbTGQ)lTLb.mg
“Origer wwwTEEGL HssTHssHam Crprade,
QeanelpSu  rasd mpsSmard asorsmy FHuld
seawbrs@h pwpdlliamer a@urs aSissear.
Bssmaw Guald mpsser safllsgeunrer Gammpeantoeuit
CuaniausHE SIETaEHD QUeTds shssSSammbd Frpssler .
awL @pSfw QueaTss sS@TETTS FeTen b
aualliymisHumEsoMD. QS5maW (PSsS8a leneraurs
mpsfe @mGwmd urrbufwugsvel udars @
QuomAs Lmybufiwid Ligiiquins euamiEFenL_HE(mHESeTLD.
o arenowm&Geu, WFUED QL IGUTETTSET, SRgeT W&HET
e @bHureiler eumpld éseaflid LmTés, ClgemelinSul
wéssEsLCear srer wrugn fHAL QEEmEaHL
Qsm_iyenweuiser aTand &msdapent.” ‘
“By progressive Sinhalisation, they resisted the attempts
by the south Indian states to assimilate the Island. In such cir-
cumstances, the Indo-European Buddhist nature of the Island may
have been stressed by Kings and Buddhist communities, in order
to preserve sovereignty. This emphasis could have resulted in the

gradual spread of a monolingual in place of bilingual one. Certainly
geneticists have suggested that the Sinhalese are more closely re-

lated to south Indian populations than to north Indian groups”
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