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The Realism of Asai Rasiah
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there is loss of visual depth and the background of the
painting becomes hard and flat. Consequently they appear
like drawings on a surface.

Rasiah’s landscapes are very different from his
human portraits. They appear to have been created purely
for self-satisfaction. Just as the British Romantic artist
Constable depicted British landscapes in an imagination-
drenched, dream like manner, so does Rasiah’s dreamy
imagination transform Jaffna landscapes into something
distinctively his own, Thus his landscapes differ from those
of his predecessor, Ambalavannar Rasiah, whose
landscape recorded their ‘Jaffnaness’,

Asai Rasiah’s landscapes though they appear
realistic, are not really so; in their inner content and use
of colour, they blend dream and imagination, Atthis point,
it is pertinent to note that Rasiah confesses that the free
use of composition employed by Van Gogh and Cezanne
in their landscape fascinates him. He also acknowledges
the influences of Impressionists like Sisley and Pissarro,
the works of Donald Ramanayake, and Ravi Varma’s use
of colour.

It is his portraits and fandscapes that reveal his
full personality and originality. His early works,

unfortumitely, don’t bring out his full personality and
originality.

Apart from portraits and landscapes, Rasiah has
also executed works depicting figures drawn from Indian
mythology, legend and lore, These were inspired by the
illustrations of artists like M.S.Gopulu that appeared in
South Indian journals like Ananda Vikatan and
Kumuthum, His later paintings in this manner caich our
attention due to the purity of colour they achicve through
the use of water colours. The influence of earth-coloured
pigments discernible in carlier works disappears here.
However, these paintings whose foreground lines are
completely different from the eatlier realistic modes arise
[rom aradically different philosophic and conceptual base.
This is a paradox and a contradiction in Rasiah’s
expressive mode.

Rasiah’s unwavering commitment, despite the
pressures of existence, to the grt of painting and the works
he has created, gains even greater significance today than
ever before.

This is an edited version of a translation by
A.J.Canagaratna
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