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A SUCCESSFUL BLEND

S.Pathmananthan
Saturday Review 15.03.1986

(The Cultural highlights of last National Women's Day (Saturday, 8 th
March) were a play and a poetry performance.

(The reviewer confines himself to the play Sakthi Pirakkuthu)

Jaffna society which is usually considered conservative was recently
roused from its indolence. The occasion was International Women's
Day, the grand finale of which was a play staged at the Kailaspathy
Auditorium, University of Jaffna.

Sakthi Pirakkuthu is really a collection of episodes - a documentary.
The bullying husband, the lecherous kangany, the heartless mil! -
owner, the rapist soldier and the young men who hang around girls
are all prototypes of males who oppress women. Granted what about
those varsity students, who, under pretext of "ragging' subject women
freshers to all sorts of insults, abuse and humiliation? Are the victims
not singled out for harsher treatment because they belong to the sec-
ond sex? Will the Women's Research Circle organise a campaign to
protect the younger of their species?

That's by the way but let not anyone underestimate Maunaguru's ef-
forts, his search for a form. He works within the epic framework. The
cast is impressive, twenty four on the stage. There are four narrators.
A Few actors play more than one role.

But such techniques have already been tried out. What then is new is
Sakthi Pirakkuthu? Maunaguru blends folk drama, folk music, Carnatic
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music and Bharata Natyam. In other words, the search for a form
does not lead him astray. He draws form tradition. The absence of a
plot may be a short- coming but at least one thing has been proved -
and this should satisfy the Women's Research Circle who produced
the play that even Propaganda could come very close to Art.

Irony is the most effective technique employed. On the one hand,
sakthi, the divine mother the source of all Energy (power) is wor-
shipped. And on the other in practice women, who are forms of sakthi,
are scorned, ridiculed, bartered, trampled and enslaved. This gap
between precept and practice is well brought out through a symbol:
While sakthi - pooja is enacted on the stage, the hearse of a woman
moves in the back ground. The parade with banners saying a lot of
wonderful things about women is yet another feature that reveals how
hollow men are.

The Bharata Natyam sequence is a good example of innovation.
Shantha Ponnuthurai leaves no stone unturned. The inevitable build -
up towards the climax is achieved by the dance piece. The Divine
mother's cosmic dance shakes up all women and prods them to ac-
tion. Never has the cause of women been so force fully expressed on
the local stage.

Jeanm, Sundaralingam and Rudreswaran are seasoned actors, The
narrators, especially Jayakumar and Karthikayini do their parts very
weli. Nimalini who played Sakthi's part is a young artiste with prom-
ise. '

Kannan and Kirupaharan handle both folk and western music with
ease. A case in point is the back ground music for the scene in which
Sri Ganesh comes off with flying colours.
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