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HIDAMBARAM

(GANESHAN)

Chidombaram is one of the holiest
shrines in South India dedicated to Lord
Shiva and is worshipped by myriads of
devotees of India and SriLanka Koil(Gs7ufa)
denotes a temple in general, but in parti.
cular it denotes Chidambaram “‘Gsrddp
yoaawe” is a Tamil work by Umapathi
Sivachariar which describes the importance
and holiness of Chidambaram. The name,
‘Chidambaram’ is composed of two words
Chst and Ambaram, Chir means Pure Inte
-lligence Ambaram means space. Hence
Chidambaram means the space of Pure
Intelligence, 5ri Nadaraja is said to perform
His mystic dancs on the stage called Kana
-ga Sabhai - the stage of Gold.

The dance of Sri Nadaraja is five - fold
and consists of Creation, Preservation, involu
-tion, obscuration and beatitude. The image
of Nadaraja 1s considered to be the best
product form of oriental art Sr: Nadaraja
is capable of captivating the mind of one
and all and grant Eternal Bliss.

“opafip UGAYD GnramaF
QradtaTip @idaw Afayb
ualiihp FaLuyd uaarbfurad
Cuafuld urd Galen anf gib
danpprymLy aB5s Qurp
HTGHD HYaNieuppra
waflhpl dpaiud Caanba
63255 wraNNGER”

[his Thevaram sung by Appar describes
beautifully how Sz Nadaraja blesses the
souls. Eye brows are bent. Rosy lips dis
-play a graceful smile. Thou hast cooling
matted hair. Thy coral tinted body is cove-
-red with milk white ashes. Oh! Lord of
all goodness, I prefer being born a human
if 1 could perceive your lifted foot.

“*Blessed are those who are born at
Thiruvarur. Blessed are those who breathe
their last at Benares. Blessed are those who
have a chance of worshipping the holy shri
-ne of Chidambaram’ These lines depict the
importance of these shrines. [t should be
noted that cne could gain  Beatitude by
enjoying the grace of Sri Nadaraja,

The human body and the cosmos are
said to be identical. What are found in the
former are also found in the cosmos. Therefore
they are said to be identical. Bhrama.
Vishnu, Rudra, Mahsswaran, and S ithasivam
are found in both There are three nerves
kaown 4as Edaikalai, Pinkalai and Chulumna
in the human body which pass through the
Spinal Chord Ordinarily the first two are
said to function Chulumna which is in the
centre remains dormant. But to those who
are adepts in Yoga it is opened and the other
two are closed. Such Yogis perceive a divine
light and partake of Awmirtha (nectar) which
flows from the Brahmaranthraat the tip of
Chulumna. Such things occur in the human
body. Sri Lanka is said to be the Edaikalai
Mt. Meru, the Pinkala: and Chidambaram
the Chulumna of the Cosmos. What the heart
is to be the human body is Chidambaram
to Viradpurusha, the Lord of the Cosmos.

ihe Hindus of Sri Lanka made pilgrima-
-ges t0 Cludambaram in olden days in large
numbers to obtain his grace. They had
donated large tracts of land here to the
Madams established at Chidamabaram, the
intention of the donors being to utilise the
proceeds of these endowments for the perfor-
-mance of the regular poojahs and festivals
at Chidambaram. Since Sri Lanka obtained
independence, restrictions had been introdu
-ced on travelling and sending foreign excha
-nge to India. Permits for making pilgrima
-ges are granted in such a manner that one
cannot visit India as often as one wishes.
If these restrictions are removed, the Hindus
can  visit  Chidambaram as often as
possible for the sake of their spiritual bene
-fit. The restrictions placed on remiting the
income of the Chidambaram trust proper
-ties to Chidambaram should be removed in
order to fulfil the noble object of the origi
-nal donors.
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