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Christian Studemts Centre
at Jaffma Univirsity

The Christian Students Cen-
tre for which the feundation was
itid at Tionevely on the 6th of

. Jamuary, 1986 has bsen partinlly
.completed and the building wae

dedicated at a solemn Service on
Monday, 19th january, 198, The
buoilding includes on ene gide a
place of workship named the St
Thomas Church and the other half
is m cafetaria on the grousd #oor,
and the residence the Chaplain on
the floor sbove it,

The Rt. Rev, D, ]. Ambalawa-

nar, Bishop in Jafas, dediewted

the Church and the Centre. The
Ven. Sam D. Horshiogton, Arch-
deacon of Jaffas aod the Rew, K.
P. Govindaraj, Minister of the St.
Feter's Methodist Chureh algo par-
ticipated in the Service. The
Rev. Govindarajah  preached &
moving and appropriate sermom
for the occasion. Mr. Dev, Anan.
darajan, the first resident Chap-
lain of this Centre and the Rav,
Christo T. Roberts, & former Cha
plain also assisted at the Servics.

At the Holy Communion Set-
vice which followed the dedica-
tion the Bishop along with Arch-
deacon Horsington and the Rev. Ky

........_b.;.ﬁan—' ﬁ."' S iuu,’. a = for

of the work at the Cantre.

The Service was followed by
a public meeting and fellowship
tea. Prof, Vithianantban, Vies
Chancellor of the University, sou.
veyed the greetings of the Jaffos
University. In his brief message
he congratulaved thoes responsible
for the setting up of the Centre,
Hae said he was glad that soon
aftsr the opening of = Cathelic
Ceptre at the University a faw
months ago, & Centre for Christi-
an Students was also now being
spenad. He expressed the hops
that these Centres will serve not
spoly the peeds of the Christinn
students and staff but also the
peeds of the total University
community. He assured the Cha-
plain =aod those responsible for
the wirk of the Centre his full-
gst co-speration and help.

The Ven. Horshingten read a
messags from the Bishop ef Co-
lombo aud also gave the grestings
of the Apgiican Church, The Rev.
K. P. Gevindaraj econveyed the
greetings of the Methodist Church,
Rev. I'r. Mathias, Chaplain of the
Catholic Centre conveyed the greet:
ings of his Cantre. Mr. ]J. G,
Arasaratnam, President of the Jaff:
pa Christian Union speke an be-
balf of the Christian Uniom ex-
tending itc greetivgs. He sald it
was very sigoikcant that dorimg
the week of Christian Unity which
was being observed thronghons the
world this ecumenieal Students
Centre was being dedieated sad
upened for the servies of the
students at the Jafima Unlvereity.

Bishop Ambalavanar who chair-
od the Mesting eupressed his
'ndhdﬂ te the World Cennsil
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Institute for Evangelists & Lay Training,
PROG

Saturday, Janvary 31, 1987
( Ashram )

Wadnesday, February 4, 1987
{ Pubic Holidsy) &

Saturday, February 7, 1987
( Parish Hali, Titippalai)

Friday, Febrvary 13, 1987

Thursday. February 26, 1987
({ Publie Holiday) &
Satorday, February 23, 1987

Satorday, March 14, 1987 &
Marck 21, 1987

Saturday, April 4, 1987 &
Wednesday, April 25, 1987

Waednesday, April 8 to 13, 1987
(inclusive of both days)

Life & Work of the esrliest
Missionaries of the U.C. B, W. M,

Pastoral Care for the sick

Traosforming a people of God

History of the Methodist Chuosch
in Sri Lanka

History of the Ecomenical Move.
ment. Also the Life & Work of
Dr. Vissert Hooft

History of Christianity in Ceylen
during Duteh period

Weorkshep : " Knowing the Bible”
1. Parables of Jesus
2. Book of Jeremiah
3, Tee Epistis to Galatians

Maruthanamadam, Chunnakam.
RAMMES FOR LAY PEOPLE

Mz, S. Jebanesan

Leaders :

Dl’- Do soml‘undlmm

Rev. S. K. Kadirgamar
Rev. T. S Premarajsh

Mr. G, Rajamayagam
Mr. W. N. 5. Samuel

Rt, Rev. D. ]J. Ambalavanar

Mr. D. N, Ambalavanar

Rt, Rev. D. J. Ambalavaogr :
Rev. Dr. Donsld Kanagaratoam
Fer. D. R. Ampalavapar

In the following months a series of lsctures is bsiog planned ca the following subjects:
1. History of the Apglican Church in Sri Lanka,
2. History of the J. D, C. 5. 1. in Sri Lanka.
3, History of the Dateh Reformed Churchk in Sri Lanks.
4. History of the Reman Cathohic Cburch in Sri Lanka,
5. History of the Baptist Charch in Sn Lanka.
6. History of the Pentecostal Churches in Sri Lanka.

The details of this programme will appear in due course.

unless it is indicated otherwise, will be the Christa Seva Ashram. Lumeh will be provided jor all pag-

T Registeay,

of Charches for its centribation
which want to maest thée majar
part of the expeoses of the build-
ing.
cbaged by the American Caylen
Mission. The Bishop aisc express-
od kis gratitude to. Mr. A.C, Ca-
magarnjab, the Engioeor who beth
designed the building and  care-
fully sopervised the constructies.
Mr, Victor Jeyakumar, a final year
student at the University, pro.
posed a Vote of Thanks,

A Souvenir markiog the dedi-
cation of the Cenire .and includ.
ing the Service Crder was releas.
od en the oecssion,

Thete WA R largs and re
presentative gateering at the Ser-
viee which was perticularly rs-
markable taking into aceount the
fusl shortage and ' Hartal’ on that
day which had paralysed all pub-
lic transpert, People ssemed. ge-
auinely enthusiastic about this new
beginning at the Ualversity site.
The gathering included Bishop
Kulandras the retired Bishop of
the Jafima Dicecess.

As Ecumenical Board has
been set op to administer the
werk of the Centrs. The Beard
gow consists of the following mom-
bers :—

The Ven. Sam D. Horshing-
ton — Anglican Chureh.

Mrs. }J. Davanand — Anglican
Chureh.

Rev, K. P. Govindaraj — Ma-
thedist Church.

Mr. Ben Gunaratoam — Me-
thodist Church.

The land itself was pur..

The Rev. Christo T. Roberts,
Jafinpa Diocese, C.S. 1.

Dr. (Mrs.) Rajini Thiranagama,
Medieal Faculiy — Staff,

Mr. T. J. Lewis — Science Fa-
cnlty — Staff,

Miss Dusbyanthi Pararajasin-
gam = Student.

Mr. Victor Jeyakumar — Siw*

A representative of The Jaff.
wa Christian Ulgion.

Chaplain of the Centrs, Mr,
G. Dev Apandarajun,

The follewing will hold office
for this year:—

Bushop Ambalavanar — Chair-
man,

IN BRIEF

Dr. Ranfit  Thambyrajahs
ENT Surgeon, Kanb Hospital,
Saudi  Arabis, accompanied by
Dilo and beir two children are on
a holiday in Australin with Dilo’s
pareats ‘Tetley and Eva Ma-
ther. They will spend five weeks
befers returning to jubail. He

is the second sen of Mr. & Mrsr
). C. Thambyrajah.

Dr. (Mrs.) Rajini Thiranagams
— Treasurer.

Mr. G, Dev Anandarajap = Sg-
cratary.

Congregation Response in Eagle Reck Church
An impression of Sunday worship in the South of United States.
(Contsmusd from our isswe of 5§ & 12-712-71986 )

The ceptre of the theatre
was the pastor. below wnom
and ciose Lo him was a plano,
on which the planist was active
most of the ume, even accoms
panying some prose atatements.
Ske bad a powertul voice,
which could be heard above
alll  As she played and sang,
all of her big brown body
bubbled with the music While
s0 engaged when she had to
signal to the choir, she did
so by raising her head and
smiling through the singing

During annoonéeraents time,
members of the congregation
also came and read out some
poem they had composed, or
made some statement they

The RUCKEZCO.0V Alogighawislied o 20a this day Senior

vessr — Juliad

<

Divesis, TOSL RAV cidduns . those over 65 years,

T

each stood up when their name
was called and said something.

The atmosphere reminded
me of the days, when as a
boy I visited ti.e Hindu temples
in our village. Music played
an important role. When the
musicians played it, and when
the Brahmin chanted there was
a rhythm and a cadence. It
was the same here, The speak-
ers spoke in short sentsnces
with pauses in between when
the others could show their
approval or reaction. It was
the same in the sermon and
in the prayers. The pastor
encouraged this participation
and made use of it He was
very much a part of this church.
He had been functioming here
for over fifteen years. His

( Comtinued om page 4)
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EDITORIAL
Serious Political Developments

To many close observers of the national scene, the military
solution to the Tamil problem in Sri Lanka. appears now in
the same light as U.S President Ronald Reagan's secret war on
Nicarugua, “‘a badly kept secret”.

Answering 2 question pul to him by News week if the
Tamil uprising has made it difficuit for him to adhere to his
personal philosophy of nen-violence, President Jeyawardene is
reported to have said:—

‘When terrorism erupts especially in a small country like
ours, what is a believer in non-violence to do? Either 1. must

give up in the face of these terrorist attacks or empicy state-vio-

lence.” [DN 6-1-87]

Most articulate in Parliament at the Adjournment Debate
en the situation in the North was Opposition Leader, Anura
Bandaranayake :—

“Don't depend on India for a selution. The Prime Minis-
ter of India bas dome all he can. The only option the govern.
ment now has, is to militarily recover, the Northern patt of the
conatry which it has lost.”

National Security Minister, Lalith Athulathmudali, while
answering government commitment to a political solutien and
postulating no inevitable final cataclysm. has said on 16-187,
that there will be no lifting of the ban on the transportation of
fuel to the Jaffna peninsula.

These statements, coming from people in sensitive positions
in the political life of the country, underscore the serious situa=
tion in Jaffna —the eye of the political hurricane in Sri Lanka.

The problem of PEACE im Sri Lanka is a coin with two
sides. While the umsavoury developments in Jaffoa pertaining
to the “creeping unilateral declaration of Independemce”, envi-
saged by the LTTE, are seen to smear one side of the ‘coin’,
what has been overlooked or under-estimated is the breakdown
in the Peace Talks from mid December 1986, which has smeared
the other side. Pressures building at home for the Sri Lamkan
government has led, reportedly, to last minute variations in
Colembo's tune in respect of decisions taken at the Peace Table
or promises made to the Indian negotiators. A crucial session
in Madras between the Indian leaders and the Madras-based
Tamil groups scheduled to take place atter the Colombo Talks
( the Third Round) did not take place.

What also has not been sufficiently appreciated was the
willingness of the Tamil militant groups to give up their sepe-
ratist demand in liew of *a siogle definable territorial Unit” in
Sri Lanka where they could ensure their sscursty and idemtisy,
so seriously and blatantly jeopardised during a traumatic period
of three and a half years. ;

According to figures made available by Citizens Committees,
14,705 Tamils have been killed in the North and East since
1981. Last year alone, the killings added up to, 634 in the
Trincomalee District, 55¢ in the Batticaloa District and 439 in
the Jaffna District. Of the total of 14,705, over 10.000 were
married people, many of whom were heads of families.

It is in this back drop of realities in our national scene,
that we will have to view the repressive measures taken against
people in the Jaffna peninsula, who in a broad political canvas
have mow been dubbed °Tamil Terrorists’ and a fuel embargo
impose¢ on them alone, and not on others in any part of the

country.

A statement issued by the Delegation of the Catholic Bi-
shops' Conference which spent five days in the North from
6-1-87, visiting Mannar, Madhu and Jaffna, makes the following
candidly pragmatic observations en the government embargo
imposed on Jaffna as from 2-1-87 :—

“ The embarga scems t0 have produced a sense of despair
on the one band and m hardeving of attitudes on the other, A
certain polarisation seemed to be taking place affecting eves thoes
who held moderate views earlier.”

Jaffna, with- a population of 830,000 people gets, we are
told, every month, 150,000 galloms of peirel, 450000 gellons ef
diesel and 174,000 gallons of kerossme. The govemt.nent hopes.
according to certain sources, bsf the stoppage of this quota, to
browbeat the LTTE into compliance with the government Peace
Package and make the militant group come round to the Peace
Table without prerconditions and without a ™ military posture ”.

Sir John Suckling, the 16th Century lyrical poet expressed
an unmeasured depth of truth in human relations when he des-
cribed the unreality of the conventional lover of his day, in his

romantic couplet: —

Congregatien Response......

{ Continmed from page 1)
predecessor had serv4d here
for over forty years. When
anyone came out with an idea
that he wished to emphasise
he would exhort the congre-
gation to say amen, and some-
times ask them to say it once
again The net effect of all
this was to make the Sunday
worship a pleasant preoccupa-
tion and not a pious penance.

At the end when the pastor
asked us visitors. when we had
to leave I told him we would
go when they released us We
joined - them in their lumnch
which was attended by about
a fourth of the congregation.
Apparently they bring a dish
each, and the senior citizens
were their guests on this day.
Great cordiality prevailed When
1 was finishing my meal one
lady brought a coconut pudding,

wanted me to taste it and give
an opinion. Another brought
a poem composed by her,
printed on a card and wished
me to take it,

We left them at about
2p.m I was thoroughly
impressed by the participation
of the audience in their pro-
ceedings: When they sang,
some clapped their hands,
others awayed from side to
side, but all seem to give some
response in a natural way.
When I asked my friend from
the North of USA, he said
that it was not so in the North.
There they followed the sedate
Anglo Saxon tradition.

It was a memorable day
and so | asked my escort on
my way back, where this name
Eagle Rock came from- He
said he did not know and bim-
self had not seen any rocks
and peither did I see any eagle,

which she had made, and —~ 5. Rajenayagem

University Education In Srl Lanka

According to the University Grants Commissien sources. there
have been two records set at the GCE (AL) Examination of
August 1986 —one by the candidates who sat the examination
and the other by the UGC which admitted candidates to the
cight Universities for the Academic yeal 1987 — 88

A record number of 23,740 students qualified for admission
by passing in all sujects with an aggregate of 180 marks or
more, registering an increase of 6265 over the number wheo
qualified last year» The UGC on its part has addmitted 6372
students, 340 mere than the admissions it made last academic
year.

It is semething to be shouted to the heavens that more
students in Sri Lanka do care to qualify further than the QL
and that the UGC has admitted more students into the Univer-
sities this year than in previous years. But unfortunately, the
overall picture of higher education in Sri Lanka is not that
edifying-

A Workshop, orgaminsed recently by the UGCy with the
collaboration of the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute and the
UNESCO regional office, Bangkok, 18 reported to have conclud-
ed that the Advanced Level Examination was not “ an efficiems
predigfor  of sucegss in University siudics”, It has been tound
that only low percentage of the entrants passed their first vear
Examination at the Universities,

The gap between the content of the AL syllabus and the

OL syllabus has been found to be 30 yawning in subjects as
Mathematics and the Physical and social sciences that a sup-
plementary examination has been suggested carrying a twenty
percent weightage.

The core issue, (im the light of the current tussle between
the UGC and the Academicians) on which the Workshop has
made a startling revelation is that ewly 0-79 per cent of the GNI
is diverted in Sri Lanka te University Education and that the
percentage was the lowest in the world. [DN 1-1-87).

The Federation of University Teachers' Association has kept
on pointing out to the UGC the festering sere in University
Fducation in Sri Lanka, that wmailraciive sceise of salgry hevs
Repl geod fesching taelent owt of ihe facwities. Lasling memories
in 2 University are not its high rise buildings and impressive
halls of residence. but the quality of the academicians.

The UGC which has been involved in a two-year tussle
with the Treasury for a realistic salary structure for the Uni-
versity Staff, while admitting that the University teachers in Sri
Lanka are the lowest paid “‘in the region and in the world ",
has proferred now as a reason, the budgetary constraints of the
government. "' Te give @ reason for anyihing is to breed a dowbi™
said William Hazlett,

Roman history tells us that the education of the Romans
eft out too much — The obsession with the practical side of
life provod fatal. with the result that when changes came, they
(the Romans ) were not intellectually ready for them. A Uni»
versity Education tos closely concerned with the *budget’s may
leave the mind and the imagination unfilled for the task of
living in a world which is not chiefly ‘budgetary’.
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