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[_etter From Che Eéito;’

A BEAR, a good, true and genuine CEYLON BEAR, adorns our Cover this
week. In the era of the (much-to-be-lamented) Republican Constitution,
remaining United Front “enthusiasts” and fast diminishing SLFP “stalwarts’
(pelitical bankruptey has driven them to buffoonery—to replace historical
statues of colonial governors with those of feudal-cam-tribal lightweights—

to asssert their anti-imperialist ferveur), will call it thuppahi revisionist.

betrayal not to call the animal on cur Cover a'SRI LANKA BEAR, and
characterise it as free, independent, sovereign and socjalist. But, to all
others, this animal is and always will be the CEYLON BEAR. It cannot
be anything else. Hangovers from the McCarthyian-Dullesian-Kotelawelan
cold war era will wishfully suggest that it is really 2 RUSSIAN BEAR in the
garb of its Ceylon counterpart: that this RUSSIAN BEAR was secretly
smuggled into the emerald isle to push red revolution down everybody's
throats. This kind of wishful-delusion cannot explain the chapges that
have already overtaken this country frem the first quarter 'of this century—
—and not merely from 1556 or 1972, as some pundits believe. Nor can
the bogey of a RUSSIAN BEAR be used prevent the catalystic and cataclysmic
revolutionary changes that will scon transform this island. But, what of
our CEYLON BEAR, today! He is a long-forgottenand much-neglected animal.
He is killea (and has been), without protest, for his skin, for the oil from
his fat (good, they say, for rheumatism) and also because he is a nuisance
and a danger (attacks humans without provocation, say humans). Even
the conservaticnist and the protectionist have not raised the customary hue
and cry on behalf of the humble CEYLON BEAR. That is why we have
turned the spotlight on him (or her) this week. Our cameraman caught
him (let's stick to him) strolling across a sandy patch. VYhat is more, the
picture has captured a certain look on the face of the BEAR (if the reproduc-
tion is not clear enough to discern it, readers will haye to take our werd for
it) that makes him a typical CEYLON BEAR, He has a doleful and mournful
look, of the half-starved, of the unhappy, the dissatisfied, the frustrated,
the disgruntled and the discontented. But, who in Ceylon (Sri Lenka)
today is otherwise! Look at the faces of the thousands who walk away frem
our co-ops and our shops everyday. nearly empty-handed, and it will not
be difficult to dstect in them the same angré touch of resentment vibrant
in the front right foot he (our friend, the BEAR) is putting forward—he
has reason to be angry because he has just discovered that the honey comb
he had kept as his secret (cache)for dinner on a “rainy” day had been
pinched by marauding humans. (In our co-operatives there are many human
predatory rats who gobble up what should go te others). So far as the
BEAR is concerned he has not much to worry; there are bees to manufacture
honey for him and plenty of berries to nibble. Outside the jungle matters
have become really bad, There is less and less focd for more and more
people. But, what is not yet sufficiently known is that there are not enough
people to work on the land to produce food. There is 2 growing shortage
of manpower in agriculture. But, there is uncontrollable unemployment
running into millions clamouring for white collar and soft government jobs.
This is the tragedy of the educational and socio-economic pelicies all govern-
ments have followed since 1947. There is little that anyone can do about
this immediately, but part of this white collar surfeit is being (and has been
for some time) siphoned to Eurodollar and Petrodollar rich countries as
wage slaves. |t is true that they may not have had any other future except
wage-slavery in Ceylon, but all those who have scught refuge in richer lands
abroad know what it means “to belong’’, what it means to be in the land of
one’s birth. But let us not be carried away by emotional sentiments
of “belopging’’. Let us stick tc the realities and approach the problem
in the currently fashionable attitude—pragmaticaily. It is true that there
is a demand for “‘cheap’ manpower from Ceylon in certain Eurodollar
and Petrodollar countries, but the point of saturation and no-return will
come soon. The main question really is whether our econcmic
problems can be solved by getting ourselves drawn into the new
SLAVE SYSTEM that has been imposed upon the world by rich countries
to get richer. The old colonial SLAVE SYSTEM consisted in the straight-
forward purchase of Negro slaves cr the camouflaged indenture of conquered
and pauperised Indians and Asians. The new SLAVE SYSTEM, based on
“freedom’’ of contract and “human rights”’, and made attractive by elec-
tronic baubles, thrives because of poverty in countries like Ceylon. Will
the new SLAVE SYSTEM solve the problems of the world, or will it bring a
new kind of REVOLUTION to dethrone contemporary inequality and
injustice? Will these wage-slaves do unto to the oligarchical Empires of today
what the serf-slaves did unto the holy Roman Empire of old? It is
something to think about.
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EDITOR'S HNOTEBOOK

Before Nomination

Day

Colombo, May 31,

An uneasy calm, with a near-
funeral touch, has descended on
the city of Colombe. There is ne
excitement abouyt the forthcoming
general eleciion. Not many seam
to be bothered as to who is nomi-
nated to which seat. The UNP
has published its complete list—
it has fielded candidates in 156 seats
(some of them multi-member), and
apart from a handful of ssals in
the laffna area, the UNP is cop-
testing in Sinhala, Tamil and Mus-
lim areas. It is making a susiained
effort to demonstrata that it is
a national party,

The SLFP has made it kpown
that it wants to contest even more
seats thap the UNP, in Siphala
Tamil and Muslim areas. And al-
though, the SLFP has announced
its candiates for the majority of
the seats it hopes to contest, there
are still glaring gaps and omis-
sions. In all these cases, the SLFP
Nominaticn Board sesms to be at
sixes and sevenses to fix on candi-
dates. YWhat is inexplicable is that
in somea _ instapces there have been
s0 many quick chapges in respect
of the same seat that the situa-
tion is gelting curioser and curiou-
ser, as Alice said in YWonderland,

There have- been, for instances,
three “choices’ for Colgmbo Cen-
tral, and tha latest rumour is that
the SLFP.- nomination will go to a
fourth. A similar game of chess
has been going on about seats
like Gampaha, Badulle, Minuwan-
goda, Kendy 2nd a number of others
—with the result that the SLFP
Nomination Board has lost the
credibility that should atiach to
this hizrarchic body of the ruling
Party. In some cases there are
whispers thet the SLFP would pot
nominate anybody but support
Independents—really Dudley
Peramuna boys in the guise of Inde-
pendents. Even at this late point
of time, it is not clear how many
seats the SLFP will contest and
how many Independents it will
back. The Prime Minister had in-
sisted (and very wisely) that ngmi-
nations should not be copsidered
for any members of her family—
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except Anura: that as he had en-
tered the field some time ago and
was the leader of the SLFP Youth
Leagues he was entjtled to nomi-
nation., This guillotined the ambi-
tiecns of Kumar, Sunethra, and
probably Chandrika to seck seats
in the new NSA.

The Socialist United Front—
once again it has become the Uni-
ted Left Fropt—has not znnounced

its complete list, but sitting mem- -

bers belonging to the different
parties have paid in the deposits
1o enzble them to file Nomination
Papers on June 6. The LSSP wanis
to field as many as 70 candidates,
and it is not clear how many the
CPSL and the PDP will enter. It
has not been possible yet to de-
tect any spontaneous cr popular
enthusiasm for the Left United
Front turned Socialist United Front
and ncw finally the United Left
Front—memoriss of the abortive
United Left Front of 1963 come
to mind when the LSSP left the
two other partners (the CP znd the
MEP) without notice to join Mrs.
Bandaranaike « in the shortlived
coalition of June 1964. Unless the
new ULF is able to siage a mira-
culous rejuvenation, in the next
feur or five weeks, it is not likely
that it will make a major impact
on the elections.

THE SLVB—the Sri Lenka Vimuk-
thi Balayegaya—led by Mr. Prins
Gunesekera has decided pot to
put forward any candidates 10 con-
test the 1977 General Electicns.
Mr. Gunesekera himself, who is
the sitting MP for Habaraduwa,
has decided to confest, and tihe
only other SLVYB MP, Col. Udygama,
(who had been returned on the
SLFP ticket for Matale), has also
kept out of the election (and it
is believed that he will back the
UNP candidate on a local basis
in Matale). But what iz intercsting
and revealing is the statement
issued by Mr. Prins Gunesekera:

Mr. Pring Gunesekera, former MP
for. Habaraduwa and General Sec-
retary of the Sri Lanka Vimukthi
Balavegaya, has decided not to
contest a seat in the coming geaeral
electionz. The Balavegaya would
not be fielding eny candidates for
the general election, Mr. Guna-
sekera announced in a statement
issued yesterday, The statement,
explaining the SLYB's view of ths
political situation in the country
and the reasons why it has decided
not to contest any seqts, is as
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Prins Gunesekera

follows—From the start the SLVB
strived to create an honest lefiist
alliance, dedicated to full socia-
lism. Witk thiz in view, conferences
were fLeld with diverse leftist poli-
tical partie; and organizations. Up-
forturately for the country's leftist
movement,  the Balavegaya has
been unable to form a leftist alli-
ance for the elections this year.
What exist today are a large num-
ber of leftist erganizations scot-
tered throughout the country. [t
iz our belief that if we are to con-
front the common enemy of capi-
talizt aend reactionary elements,
all organizations given to the ideal
of full socialism ‘zhould be brought
together, The seven-year rule of
the so-called sociolist United Front,
a period of injustice; sin and
suppresticn, has brought the peo-
ple to the cross roads. The people
deplored the leftizt partners of
the miz-rule. It i5 in this context
that a rew front led by an un-
defeated and lonezt leftizt leader-
ship was felt eszential and for
the creation of which we worked
hard. The orthodox lefiist leaders
obstructed it and some of thair
own members who believed on
those linas were exp:lled. Thes:
old [eaders, who were the part-

ners of the 7-year misrule, are -

trying deiperately to form a party
front that supports their line of
thinking and excludes the honest
leaders. They are only trying to
cover up their past sins. They
will not sicceed in forming a force
which attracts the public support.
The SLVB, decided unanimously
not to nominate any candidates
for this chaotic, general election
of 1977, due to its failure to form
a genuine united leftizt  front,
The' correctnezs of the decizion
cf the Balavegaya will be jesn
if the antj-democrotic and unfair
azpects of the general election
iz viewed clearly. The recogniied
leadership of a section of tnz
becple—the [anatha Vumukthi Pe-
ramuna which represents the youth
~haz  been confined to prison
although the emergency had been
lifted. Thiz party wa: suppressed
under emergency paowers, which
were in force for 7/ months. All
leaders of ajl recognized political
parties of the country have the
right to contest the elections. But
the leaders of the |VP have been
denied jt. The elections to be held
with the youth leaders behind bars
would be a greot hogx on democ-
racy. The Pakistan election held
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Rail Stoppage

recently was a similar hoax. What-
ever government that comes to
power through a general election
held contrary to the democratic
ideals, cannot be called a duly
elected government. Therefore the
SLVB rejects the false exercize.
We must face a big struggle in
order to achieve the socialist ideals
and objectives of the people. It
is futile to expect that any Gov-
ernment which comes to power
by this elections, would do anything
for the common good of the
people. We believe that people
will come forward for the hiz-
toric occasion, in a few years,
of forming the next Government,
when conditions in the country
will aggravate. We are dedicated
to the formation of a full socialist
alliance, to take the lead fearlessly
and victoriously on that occasion.
The SLVB, under pressing condi-
tions, has taken the first steps
in thiz directicn. The SLVB has
pledged to come forward and make
sacrifices in organising the people
and to give them a political train-
ing to finish the great duty suc-
cessfully.”

There is no doubt that the youth
and the uncommitted will see a
great deal of acceptable legic in
Prins Gunesekera's rhetoric
The JVP youth have no use for
the leaders of the old established
Left, the LSSP and CPSL; who are
regarded as partpers in SLFP-UF
mistule which has brought the
country to the present pass. The
JVP is likely to field a few candi-
dates to make its presence falt.
its new journal—in Sinhala with a
name that translated reads Vanguard
—seis opt to carve a new course
in leftism and socialism. Chou Epn-
lai was condemnped in its first jssue
for underwriting the United Front's
(and Mrs. Bandaranaike's) suppres-
sion of the 1971 insurgency with
an interest-free loan of Rs. 150
million as a “‘counter-revelutior-
ary”. (It will be recalled that Chou
had pulled the Maoist chestnuts
out of the fire of Ceylon insurgency
with this loan and also with an
unsolicited and unnecessary con-
demnation of the ‘insurgents as
“counter-revelutionaries’’. The
IVP has now repaid the compli-
ment in the same coin). The JVP
is critical of Russia as it is of China,
but it is not clear what the JVP
wants or what it thinks is the cor-
rect way. This is understandable
because the JVP is still in search
of the Golden Fleece (or is it the

3

Holy Grail!) The old established
Parties have become ossified in
the belief that they know all that
there is to be known and that
they have all the answers for every
problem confronting the people
and the country.

The TULF, with its allies the
CWC and the MUF, will contest
about- 27 ssats—they may contest
a few mors to keep the separatist
flag flying in places like Puttalam
(getting a mandate it is called).
But ofter Chelvanayakam the TULF
has sprung a few leaks which have
already begun to create difficul-
ties. In every place where the
sitting MP has been changed, or a
new candidates nominated fer the
new seats, there has been "“trou-
ble™, In some of the old seats, there
is trouble. Already, one can detect
difficulties for the TULF in Trin-
comalee, Vaddukoddai, Udupiddy
and a number of other places. But
in the overall pattzrn the eu-
pharia around the TULF that stems
from emotional upsurges caused
by racial discrimination will carry
it through to victory in the general
election. But it will be interesting
to see whether the cpponents of
the TULF will be able to weaken
its: armour during the election
campaign.

The UNP is the first major party
to issue its manifesto (the JVP had
issued one carlier). It also started
its eleclion campaign on May 25
at Kandy. There was a great deal
of mumbe jumbe about candidates
going in for religious services in
different places of worship—Bud-
dhist, Hindu, Muslim znd Christizn.
The SLFP will held its election
rally on June 3rd, ako in Kandy,
znd it has promised to release iis
manifesto on that date, The ULF
has issued its election manifesto—
a 12-point  statement (about
whigh the less said the better).
The TULF will paturally issue a
manifesto, but like the FP the
main thrust of the TULF mapifes to
will be confined to the need toes-
tablish a separate state (earlier
it was a federal state) to end the
discrimination practised against the
Tamils. The TULF has not worked
out how a separate state should be
run, (or whether it can be run at
all as a viable unit), how its economy
shonld be organised and how its
citizens should be taught and fed.
Like the FP, the TULF has neither
an economic programme nor a
work plan. Most of the TULF en-

thusiasts still live in the vague be-
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lief that once a separate state (or
a federal state or even an autono-
mous region) is established where
the Tamil laungage will rule sup-
reme, everything will be hunky-
dory and that a Dravidian mille-
nium would envelop the new state.
One does not know when the
TULF will get over this fairy-tale
existence and come down to the
brass tacks of an ordinary govern-
ment based on economic policies
of grassroots validjty.

In the meantime, the GO-SLOW
in the Railways, starting at the
Ratmalana Railway Workshop, had
begun to spread to other sections
of the Railways. Thereupon, the
CGR  management had retorted
with a parial lockout—to saye the
locometives that were not being
serviced or maintained. The result
wrs that from the evening of Friday
May 27, tota] paralysis had gripped
the Railways and there was a vir-
tual standstill forsa couple of days.
As from May 30, a few trains have
been run to “save the face” of the
Government. It is known that the
Go-Slow could not have caused
the stoppage so soen. It was ex-
pected that, the Go-Slow would
lead to a stoppage in about two
weeks time, but the CGR's decision
to effect a partial lockout was
probably intended to bring matters
to a head.

The rail stoppage has come at a
time when large crowds were
expected to trek to Anuradhapura
and Mihintale. This Pcson tamasha,
it was thought by some SLFP stal-
warts, would provide a good op
portunity for peliticking just be-
fore the elections, but the Rail
strike has spoilt the fun. The Poson
Full Moon holiday coming in mid-
week (lune I) would have normally
thrown all governmental activity
out of gear for some time—the
Poson celebrations go on from
May 31 to June 5-—but, the rail
stoppage and the consequent in-
ability to move petrolto Anuradha-
pura and Mihintale has thrown a
damper on holiday-makers who find
religious pilgrimages an excellent
cover foer taking Frenchleave from
work.

Many strange things are taking
Elqce in Colombo—not the least
sing the attempt o post two
“sitting” ex-MPs as Ambassadors,
It is strange that a Caretaker Goy-
ernment—it is Caretaker with a
big “C” —should attempt to send
two of its senior MP’s (one a Minis-

=
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ter and the other the Deputy Spea-
ker) as Ambassadors. This was
probably the only way that the seats
they held could have been made
avajlable to other aspirants, but

this wa

ment. It is pot

out of the difficulty does
not reflect well on the Govern-

the countries concerned will be
willing to agreee to their accredi-

Sri Lanka Chronicle

tation before the election results
ate known, but the announcements
of these appointments were Jeaked
out even before replies had been
received.

certain whether

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

May 20 — May 25

A DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirror;

CO—Ceylon Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—Dina-
mina; LD—Llankadipa; VK—Virakesari; ATH—Aththa;
SM—Silumina;  SLD—Sri Lankadipa; JD—lanadina;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; DW—Dawasa; CM—Chintha-

mani; WE—Weekend; RR—Rivirasa:

FRIDAY, MAY 20: CTB buses that were damaged
on May Day, number around 549; this cne of the main
reasons for the deterioration of bus services. The
government has decided to grant an amnesty to priso-
ners to mark Republic Day. The nomination board
of the SLFP yesterday decided to nominate Mr. Felix
Dias Bandaranaike to contest Dompe at the forthcoming
general elections—CDN. With the general elections
fixed for July 2I, the SLFP and the UNP have already
picked their respective candidates for most of the
seats. Sri Lanka's rubber production shot up by a
million pounds last year. The technical officers of
the SLBC will stage a 24 hour strike from midnight
today—CDM. Employees of the Petroleum Corporation
belonging to eight major trade unions will work-to-rule
from teday, in protest against the government’s failure
to grant |5 demands put forward by them. There
will be about 100,000 postal voters at the General Elec-
tions. The Presidential proclamation dissolving the
NSA has named 30 centres where nominations will be
received for the general elections in July—SU. Proces-
sions and demonstrations have been banned from
Nomination Day upto the general elections. A new
wing of the CP has been born under the leadership of
some of the oldest members of the the CP of Sri Lanka:
it is called the Navalanka CP (Marxist-Leninist) and is
under the leadership of old veterans like K. A. Wimala-
pala, Aryawansa Gunesekera, R. V. de S. Wijeyanayake
and D. U. Jayasekera—LD. In the weeks preceding the
dissolution of the NSA, in many departments, Cor-
porations and Boards, the files and other documents
of many workers and officers have been lost; this has
happened in the case of those who have been recruited
without the proper qualifications or those who have
been found guilty of certain offences—ATH. Capada
and the International Development Association, an
Affiliate of the World Bank are jointly providing |4
million dollars on concessional terms to help finance a
water supply project in Sri Lanka—CO.

SATURDAY, MAY 2I: The government has inter-
vened on behalf of the policy holders of the Ceylon
Insurance Company Ltd. who complained that they
have not received payment on policies which had
matured. A trial test for around 30,000 HNCE students,
pioneers of the new educational reforms will be held
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in July; the date will be announced shortly. Police
have recovered the five powerful transreceivers which
were reported lost by the Fisheries Corporation four
weeks ago. Islandwide religious ceremopies will be
held tomorrow to usher in Republic Day. The govern-
ment has ordered an immediate rehabilitation program
for 50-odd persons—including children-badly affected
as a result of the recent disturbances at Delia Estates
in Gampola—CDN. The Sri Lanka Consumers and User’s
Federation has written to the Chairman, Natiopal
Prices Commission about the unrealistic pricing of
consumer items. The Sri Lanka Air Force on Wednes-
day gave a new lease of life to an obsolete and abando-
ned Air Ceylon Dakota DC-3 ajrcraft believed to be
over 33 years old saving the company about Rs. 30,000
in valuable foreign exchange. The Commissioner of
Elections will recruit about 55,000 public servants for
election duties. The Telecommunications personnel
have temporarily suspended their ‘work to rule’. The
Central Organisation of the SLFP in Kandy has decided
to disband itself in protest against nominations. This
month too, consumers will receive increased ratiops
of certain foodstuffs imported by the CWE—SU. The
CP of the Morth is going to field candidates at the
general elections against the TULF; this is because of
a difference of opinion, it is understood—CDM. There
are efforts being made by one faction of the SLFP to
try and bring together the ULF—VK. The much-disputed
appointment of teachers, will be stopped by the PM
it is reliably understood; this is because there has been
much opposition to the hasty recruitment of teachers
not only by members of the opposition, but also by
members of the government—DW. The Sri Lapka
Bauddha Peramuna has asked the government to change
the translation of the name in Tamil to Sri Lanka from
llankai, because when the whole world, according to
them refers to the country as Sri Lanka, only a mino-
rity in the country itself refers to it by a different
name—DW

SUNDAY, MAY 22: The fifth anniversary of the
establishment of the Republic of Sri Lanka, which falls
today will be marked by religious observances, the
pagentry that is normally associated with the armed
services parade and a cultural show at the Colombo
Town Hall at night—S0. A Republic Day Amnesty was
granted to 150 in the death row; their death sentences
were commutted to life imprisonment. The District
Political authority system lapses as a consequence of
dissolution and MP’s going out of office. The Criminal
lustice Commission Act will be revoked in the event
of a UNP government being instailed according to party
leader, Mr. J. R. Jayewardene—ST. All political Parties
fielding candidates for the general elections and inde-
pendent candidates will be required to conform to a
series of stringent measures to be introduced by the
police to prevent violence from the time of nomintations
till the polls are over. Over seven hundred planters
belonging to estates vested in the State will be in
Colombo on Wednesday to meet the IGP and appraise
him of the personal dangers facing them in their work
places. The PM has called to'a halt al] appointments
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in state corporations and other institutions till the
general elections are over. Several candidates who are
scheduled to contest at the forthecoming elections have
bought Eonies as they cannot afford the high price of
petrol—VK

MONDAY, MAY 23: The PM in her address to the
nation on the fifth anniversary of the Republic said
that the Republican status had enriched the country,
that sovereignity resided in the people and that their
lost rights have been restored. 7,000 new acres allot-
ted to farmers under the Mahaweli scheme will be
brought under cultivation this Yala in the newly deve-
loped areas lying between Kalawewa and. Rajangana
settlement schemes. The PM has decided that except
for Mr. Anura Bandaranaike, no member of her family
shall contest any seat at the forthcoming general elec-
tions. The neglect of orthopaedic patients at the General
Hospital, Colombo, still continues; these patients
remain in most surgical wards without any attention.
Crowds braved the rain to witness the March-past of
the services at the Republic Day celebrations at Galle
Face Green yesterday to mark the fifth anniversary
of the Republic of Sri Lanka—CDM. Panic buying has
depleted stocks of petrol and kerosene in the city and
many provincial towns, according to the Chairman
of the Ceylon Petroleym Corporation. A bowel disease
bacillary dysentry—is raging in Badulla and sorround-
ing areas. Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam, son of the leader
of the TC, Mr. G. G, Ponnambalam, announced yester-
day that he would be contesting Jaffna as the TC candi-
date at the next general elections. UNP branches at
Galle are opposing the application by Dr. W. Dahanayake,
former MP, for UNP nomination to contest the Galle
seat at the general elections. SLFP capdidates who
have lost at the polls on three consecutive oceasions
will not be re-nominated to contest the general
elections—SU.

TUESDAY, MAY 24: The Bank of Ceylon will soon
establish a separate department to assist gem exporters;
they will be provided with a free-of charge documen-
tation service and credit facilities to the value of gems
certified by the Gem Corporation. Petrol and kerosene
supplies will return to normal today, said the Chairman
of the Petroleym Corporation. The Education Ministry
yesterday categorically said that no decision had been
made by the government to cancel the teaching appoint-
ments. University teachers may get another salary
increase if a recommendation made to this effect by the
Minister of Education is approved by the government
this week; this will be in addition to the pay hike ap-
proved by the government early this month for Uni-
versity teachers—CDN. The PM and some of her other
Ministers have withdrawn the lists submitted by them
for the recent appointment of teachers as several mem-
bers of the SLFP have vehemently protested to the PM
against the manner in which the selections were made
for the teaching appointments. A severe shortage of
kerosene and petrol sent housewives and motorists
on a panicky hunt during the weekend in many parts
of the country. Sri Lanka has sought assistance from
the Asian Development Bank for the modernisation,
expansion and rehabilitation of the railway. The Joint
Frontof Trade Unions in the Ceylon Electricity Board
have threatened to launch ‘direct trade unicn action’ if
their demands are not met within a fortnight from today.
The CWE has issued pharmacists and other registered
dealers stocks of milk foods—CDM. An alliance of trade
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unions in the plantation sector yesterday appealed
to the government to rise above petty politics and
act in the best interests of the national economy in
the alienation of lands. The CP has ruled out the possi-
bility of a no-contest pact or an alliance with the SLFP
for the general elections. The unloading of fertiliser
from ships in the Port of Colombo—stalled since March
due to a go-slow in the Ceylon Fertiliser Corporation—
has begun again. The work-to-rule by employees of
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation has been suspended
till Thursday May 26—SU. The price of fish has been
soaring in recent weeks, and the ‘Observer feels it is
due to the monsoon rains. Petrol and kerosene supplies
will return to normal today, according to the Chairman
of the Petroleum Corporation—CO. Because there is
an acute shortage of matches.it is proposed to start
Il factories under the DDC projects; twe, one in
Galagedara and the other in Kolopnawa are already
under way—DM.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25: Voters exercising their
votes through the post will have to do so within ten
days of nomination day, the Elections Commissioner
said yesterday. The Government Printer last week
briefed his sepior staff about the work connected with
the forthcoming general election. The UNP will launch
it’s election campaign at Bogambara, Kandy today;
the public rally will be preceded by religious obser-
vances and the working committee meeting. The TULF
election campaign will be launched on May 28—CDN.
A nephew of the late Mr. Dudley Senanayake is to be
the SLFP nominee for the Dedigama seat at the forth-
coming general election; he is Mr. Ranjith Senayake,
brother of Mr. Rukman Senanayake, former MP for
Dedjgama. Employees of the Land Reform Co-operatives
of the Yatiyantota electorate are on strike becayse
they allege victimisation and the harassment of non
LSSP staff and workers and the compulsory deductions
of their pay packets for LSSP political work. The Janata
Vimukthi Peramuna will contest four seats at the forth-
coming general elections. University teachers have
threatened to give up their deanships and professors hips
unless the Ministers at their meeting today approve
the salary scale recommended by the Advisory Board
of Governors—CDM. The IGP yesterday gave an
assurance that Police cperations in estate areas would
be intensified. One more minister of the SLFP will
be out of the general elecoion; this will be Mr. M. P.
de Z. Siriwardene. The SLBC has now placed a ban on
the coverage of all political events. Tha AMS and the
GMOA have expressed concern over the delay in imple-
menting agreements they have reached with the Minis-
try of Health—SU. Since there is an acute shortage of
snzp, the government has decided to import palm oil
and also to increase the import of tallow—LD. The
customs and the CID after confiscating posters of
the former MP for Yatiyantota and the leader of the
LSS{;‘V which came from UK, have released them
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FOR THE RECORD

Explosion In The
Plantations

by Tribune Chronicler

As mentiond in the Tribune last
week, it is only recently that
the troubles in the plantation areas
received a little atteption. It is
not necessary to recount in detail
all that has taken place. but in
the course of ouyr commentary for
the record we will refer to & number
of incidents which must shock the
conscience of all right thinking
people.

It will be recalled that all the

major plantation trade unions had,

launched a strike in the Nuwara
Eliya-Maskeliya electorate as fram
2%th  April and the unions had
threatened that the strikes would be
escalated on an Island-wide basis on
the [2th of May. This strike was
led mainly by the Ceylon Workers
Congress and the Ceylon Estate
Staffs Union. It was after the strike
started on April 29 that the Com-
missioner of Labour was prompted to
intervene in orderto effect some kind
of settlement: On May |1, a satt-
element was reached. An official
note about the agreement reads
as follows: “At a conference held
on llth May, [977 at the Depart-
ment of Labour presided over by
the Commissioner of Labour, at
which the Chajrman, Land Reform
Commission, Chairman, State Plap-
tation Corporation and the Addi-
tional Secretary, Ministry of Plan-
tation Industry were present to-
gether with representatives of the
C.W.C., C.ES.U,, National Union
of Workers, Ceylon Plantation
Workers Union, New Red Flag
Plantation WWorkers Union, Lanka
Estate Workers Unijon, Unpited
Plantation Workers Upiopn, D.W
C., Progressive Estates Staffs Union,
Sri Lanka Plantation and Estate
Industrial Worker Congress, lllanka,
Thozhilalar Kazhakam and Lanka
Jathika Estate Workers Union, the
following agreement was reached:

“l. The principle that there sho-
uld be no adverse change in the
terms and conditions of employ-
ment of workers apd staff on
all plantations affected by the
vesting of such plantations in the
L.R.C. or any other State Man-
agement Agency is agreed upon.
Where such adverse changes have
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taken effect steps will be taken
to give redress. Details of this
will be worked out by a ecom-
ittee composed of representa-
tives of the Labour Department,
the L.R.C., Janawasama, State
Plantations Corporation, Uswa-
sama and other Stzte agencies
that may become necessary.
“2. The schame for a price wage
supplement for tea workers al-
ready proposed by ihe Ministry
of Labour will be made effective
with retrospective effect from the
Ist of the menth on which the
proposal wes made. The scheme
will apply to all estates 50 acres
and above in extent. This will
be calculated on the basis of high,
medium and low grown averages
© taken separctely.

“3. In the alienation of estate
land the following principles will
be observed. (a) there will be
no de-housing of workers resi-
dent on the estate; (b) there will
be no reduction in the amount
of work offzred to the workers;
(¢) There will be nc discrimi-
nation between Sinhalese village
residents 2nd Sri Lanka citizens
working on estates in the selec-
tion for the allocation of such
land.=
“This principle will bes exten-
ded to the Sri Lanka resident
workers on Balapokuna and Choisy
estates where land has been alien-
ated. Sri Lapka resident workers
on these estates will be found allot-
ments elsewhere in the district if
no allotments are possible on the
estates.

*(d) Two Standing Committees

consisting of representatives of

the Department of Labeur, the

L.R.C., Janawasamz, State Plan-

tation Corporation, Usawasama

and any other State agency that
may be necessary will go into:

(i) all outstanding matters per-

taining to estate staff, and (ii)

all outstanding matters pertain-

ing to manual workers respec-
tively.

“These committees will start func-
tioning before the end of this
month. On the basis of this agree-
ment, the aforementioned Unions
have decided to call off their pre-
sent strike on the plantations with
effect from the I3th May, 1977."”

To the credit of the Unions,
it must be said that they honoured
the agreement and called off the
strike, inspite of a most proyo-
cative incident that took place on
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Devan Shooting.

Devon Estate, Talawakelle en the
morning of |l1th May. The Congress
News the fortnightly newspaper pub-
lished by the Ceylon Workers'
Congress, reported this and other
incidents in the fellowing terms:

“Trigger happy policemen are
on the rampage again, their latest
victim being a eighteen year old
youth, SIVANOO LECTHUMAN-
AN who was fatally injured of
when a party policemen fired at
the workers on Devon estate,
Talawakelle on May ||. Meanwhile,
thugs have taken over the Gampola
area. On the llth of this month
three lorry loads of hooligans,
led allegedly by a Project Manager
of a government owned estate
went into Sanquhar estate, Gam-
pola and created pandemonium,
attacking innocent workers and rob-
bing them of their all too meagre
possession.

“What is worse, the cuplrits
have been allowed to go scot-free
by the guardians of law and order,
while "their colleagues have down-
ed an innocent youth, on the
threshold of life with their bullets.
Over fifty thousand  workers—
men, women and children who
filed past the body of the matryred
youth, Letchumanan at the Patana
cffice of the Ceylon Workers Con-
gress and an equal number who
participated in the funeral proces-
sion and his last rights, bore ampla
testimony to the resentment caused
among the public by the police
action.”

“In this connection the President
of the C.W.C., Mr. §. Thondaman
has sent the following letter to the
Prime  Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike:

“In a series of communications

addressed to you during the course

of the last three years, | have brou-
ght to your notice the climate of
frustration that was developingin
the plantation areas on account
of certain Ministers and the bure-
aucrats carrying out their direc-
tiops. It is indeed most unfortu-
nate that despite my very best
efforts to meet you personally
and place the case of the planta-

tion workers before you, it did

not materialise despite promises

held out in this direction.

“As late as March 7th this year,
1 brought to your attention the
development of an explosive situ-
ation Wwith communal overtones
in the MNuwara Eliya-Maskeliya,
Kotmale and Gampola electo-
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Sanquhar, Delta

rates arising out of discrimi-
natory governmental measures
put in operation by parties who
appear bent on creating two war-
ring sections between the pea-
sants and the estate workers.
Matters reached such an unforiu-
nate pitch that the plantation
warkers had no alternative other
than to undertake yet another
strike in the Npwara Fliya-Mas-
keliya electorate and extend it
to the rest of the country.

“l am aware of the role played
by your gcodself in defusing
the strike situation that further
endangered the cconcmic Situ-
ation of the country and it was
your realistic agproach that led
to the setilement that was arri-
ved at on 1lth May 1977 before
the Commissioner of Labour Mr.
Lakshman de Mel. Though the
agreement of Ilth May [977
did not match our expeciations
We accepted it in tune with the
consistent positien we have taken
that the CW.C. would always
act with a sense of responsibility
and in the larger interests of
community.

“In this context it is extremely
distressing that conditions should
have been created for a werker
to lese his life at the hands of
the Pclice at Devon Estate and
the workers of Sanquhar Estate be
subjected to organised looting
and bodily harm at the instznce
of the project Manager of Orwell
Estate, Gampola—both these inci-
dents taking place on lith may
1977—the very day on which
the  Government aythorities
Were negotiating a formula to
bring the situation to normalcy
on the plintations.

“l visited Ssnquhar Estate on
I5th May 1977 and was able to
see for myself the devastation
left behind and speak to the
victims of the dastardly attack,
Frem statements made by witne
sses following persons (znd others
whose names and identity will
be available to you in the state-
ments recorded by the police
from injured persens znd victims
of damage to their line rooms
and other personal property)
were members of an unlawful
assembly who, with others armed
with deadly weapons committed
acts of rioting, mischief, criminal
trespass, assault and looting as
common object;

l. Nandana Bandara

Project
Manager, Orwell Estate,

Gam-

7

" “ln spite of

pola; 2. Ratnayake—Private Sec-
retary to M.P. Gampola; 3. The
Grama Sevaka of Atabage; 4.
Piyasena  Liyanamahatmaya; 5.
Sampson; 6. Piyasena of Vetel-
lapitiya; 7. Sugathadasa of Verellz-
pitiya; 8. Mahaiun of Verellapitiya;
9. Dissanayake K.P. of Sanguhar
Estate who is himself an aspirant
for an allotment of land.

“Whilst persons | 105 had come
to the scene in a jeep the others
had come in lorries, three of
which have been identlified s
being, Kzlygalla Estate lorry, At-
tabage Peter’s lorry, and a Co-
operative Socicty lorry, Allo-
gether six Jerrics had brought
the members of the unlawful
assembly to the spot.

information fur-
nished to the police they had
arrived on the scene only on
the following morning. !t 15 in-
explicable that not a single per-
son who constituted this unlaw-
ful assembly had been taken into
custody. | understand the police
merely administered a  warn-
ing to the leaders of the unlaw-
ful assembly, namely the project
rmanager’ of Orwell Estate.

“*State officers of some sort or.

other hove been respensible for
letting loose a reign of terrer,
making. use of vehicles belonging
to the State institutions, tc
loot, damrge living quariers, per-
sonal preperty and maim  help-
less residents. Government must
accept full responsibility for the
criminal conduct of the persons
who are employees of state insti-
tutions.

“l trust that the Government
will dissociate itself from cri-
minal activities of this nature
by:

“I. interdicting forthwith the
persons responsible for the
incidents on Sanquhar Es-
tate.

“2. Appointing a Commission
of Inguiry to probe the inci-
dents on Sanqubar Estate
and the Peclice shooting of
a young worker on Devan
Estate,

“3. Giving adeguate protec-

tion to resident workers and'’

their families and personal
property at Sanquhar Estate
for them to pursue their
normal work.

“Your early responss to my re-
presentaticns will be greatly ap-
preciated.”
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There was no report of any
action being taken by the.authori-
ties, until the senior management
planters decided 1o take action
(vide Tribune, May 28).

Apart from minor references,
neither the Lake House nor the
Times papers published any re-
poris about Lhese happenings. The
Sun ioo, in the earlier stages, had
only fragmeniary reports,

it js argued by apologists that
it i5 better to “play down” these
incidents lest it lead o communal
tensicn. They do not szeem to realize
that cuch an cstrich-like attitude of
hiding in the rand iz futility at its

worit. The Virakesari publizhed
reascnably  good reports but they
reach only the Tamil public whereas

it iy necesrary to alert the whole
natien to the very dangerous situa-
ticn that was developing in the plan-
tations.

Whilst the UNP papers were
generally quiet and  silent the
LSSP’s weekly journal Socialist
Nation sought to make the maxi-
rum use of these incidents to ex-
pound its Marxist outlook. In its

. issne of May 13, it published a frent

page story with the heading DIA-
EOLICAL PLOT! SLFP BANK-
RUPTS FAM COMMUNAL FIRES
IN MASKELIYA. For the record
we quote this cemment in full
“Now that Mr. Felix Dias' grand
strategy for boosting the morale
and eleciore] prospects of the SLFP
has ended in the dampest squib
rhis side of 1956 and he himself
has gone, together with wife and
brother-in-law, the SLFP has tho-
ught up something far more dis-
astrous than anything Felix Dias
could have devised. The decision
1o parcel out seven thousand acres
of the choicest tea lands in the
Nuwara Eliya electorate to villagers
was undoubtedly motivated by a
material desire to ensure viclory
for Crown Prince Anura Bandara-
naike, whose only connection with
the electorate is that he spends the
April season at his mother’s house
at Nuwara Eliya. But, putting these
petty devices of petiy people with
petty ambiiions aside, the deci-
sion and the strike of plantation
workers which it has provoked
give rise to copsiderations which
are of the highest social and poli-
tical importance. It is both impera-
tive and urgent to arrive at a cor-
rect evaluation of their import.
“There is no issue which throws
up so sharpiy ihe petitbourgeois

afid o pportunistic character of the
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SLFP than that of the plantations.
While it mouths brave words about
socialism when the word is likely
to win votes, its conception of
socialism is of the crudest and most
debased kind. Had it been other-
wise the SLFP would not fail to
recognize the distinction between
land reform and nationalisation of
the plantations. While land reform
is essentially a process which seeks
to provide the landless peasant
cultivator with an adequate land-
holding taken from absentee land
lords and feudal chieftains, nation-
alisation is a process whereby the
state extends its ownership and
control of the means of produc-
tion. In this instance, the latter
happens to be a sector of the eco-
nomy which is most highly capita-
lised and at a far higher level of
economic organisation than' pea-
sant agriculture, whether indivi-
dual or collective, could possibly
connote. 3

“It is typical of SLFP political
impoverishment that it confuses
these two economic categories. The
SLFP's political maturity has not
advanced very much higher than
« the mud of the paddy field. Since
the capitalist UNP and the socialist
Left understand issues of this nature
all too clearly, the muddle-headed
party of the *middle-path” «can
only perceive some collusion bet-
ween the two.

“The SLFP bemoans the Kan-
dyan peasant, robbed of his *birth-
right’ by British imperialists and
foreign labour. No cbservant per-
son, we venture to think, would
fail to recognize the plight of the
Kandyan peasantry, hemmed in by
the giant tea plantations tower-
ing above their tiny plots both
geographically and economically.
But the purely emotional approach,
whether genuine, chauvinistic, or
opportunistic, provides no answer
to the problem. This problem,
posed in these terms, was stated
quite some years ago by the late
Albert Geodamunne and he hap-
pened to be one of Sri Lanka's
most reactionary politicians. Only
those who live in a world of fantasy
and emotional frustration would
imagine that historical Wwrongs
could be remedied by reversing
historical processes. Dr. Vimala-
nanda Tennekoon would contest
this view, but then he wants a res-
toration of the Kandyan Kingdom!
He is at least copsistent.

“The SLFP, despite the homage
it feels bound to pay to the Sirima-
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Shashtri Pact, would: like to wish
the plantation worker into limbo
or treat him as if he did not exist
at the human level. Fundamentally,
this party's mental make-up is anti-
working class and xenophobic. It
is galling to them that the planta-
tion worker is rooted in his work
place and organised to defend his
rights as a productive worker.
The decisicn to fragment these
7,000 acres demgnstrated that the
SLFP is quite prepared to destroy
national wealth to win one elec-
toral seat.

“Fortunately, economic facts
are stubborn and more powerful
than a coterie of political bank-
rupts approaching 20th century
problems with mental equipment
fashioned in the early 19th. They
will destroy themselves in this
desperate adventure.

“However, let us not blind our-
selves to the dangers that beset
us. Losers may create havoc, and
often do, before they bow to the
political guillotine. There is little
doubt that the present situation
in the hill country contains the
seeds of bloody holocaust. The
signs are distinctive and at least
one Minister has made an ominous
reference to the powers of the
President to postpone elections
in the event of civil commotion.
What, in fact, the Government’s
decision would achieve, if imple-
mented, is to put the plaptation
workers and the rural folk of the
hill country at each other’s throats,
The plantation workers will not
give up their traditional livelihood
and face starvation without a life
and death struggle. They will un-
doubtedly, if pushed to an ex-
tremity, seize the plantations
themselves rather than give them
up. The SLFP Government, which
is, in any event, an usurper Gov-
ernment with no moral right to
rule, is playing with fire and dyna-
mite at the tajl end of its corrupt
carecr.

“The problem of the landless
and hard-pressed  hill  country
peasantry cannot be solved along
these lines and no one who calls
himself a2 socjalist with any serious
intent will think of destroying
our largest national asset and a
section of our productive working
class in a futile exercise to do so.
This problem can be solved and it
eventually will be solved, we have
little doubt, when the peasantry
and workers of the hill country
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Diabalical Plot?

and indeed of the whole country
join together to usher in their
Government and socialism."”

In its issue of May 20, the Socialist
Nation in the lastpage column en-
titled Notez and Comments stated:
“Gangs of thugs, moving about
in lorries, have gone into action
against estate workers in the hijll
country. This week organised gan-
gsters in lorry lcads entered San-
quhar Estate in Pussellawa and
looted and assaulted workers on
that plantation. On Delta Estate,
in the same area a2 number of line
rooms Were set on fire and inesti-
mable damage caused to the pro-
perty of poor workers. Law and
order seem to have broken down
in the plantation districts. These
incidents bear ouf our commepts
last week to the very hilt. Indeed
there are definite indications that
these were so isolated incidents.
The election campaign of Anura
Bandaranaike in Maskeliya is in-
creasingly tending towards racial
incitement. He is fighting to get
votes away from Gamini Ariya-
tilleke, former M.P., for Maskeliya
and a trade uniop leader, but the
only politiceal weapon with which
he could carry on the fight in a
civilised manner is the fact that he
is the son of two Prime Ministers
of this country........ Y

The only other English news-
paper which has been consistently
reporting and cemmenting on the
explosive situation in the planta-
tions is the weekly THE INDEPEN-
DENT. In its issue of May 20, in a
front page box with the title
THUGS ON THE RAMPAGE ON
ESTATE, it stated: “Thugs have
gone beserk in the upcountry
areas and are setting fire to the
living quartars of labourers, looting
their belongings, assaulting them
and harassing them. But accord-
ing to Mr. S. Thondaman, Presi-
dent of the C.W.C,, the Police are
taking no action against  them.
He has sent an official letter of pro-
test to the Prime Minister, listing
these complaints and urging her to
take immediate action lest the
situation worsens. Mr. Thondaman
told The Independent that ever
since a labourer was shot by the
Police on Devon Estate, Talawa-
kelle on the Illth instant, gangs
of thugs using Government trans-
port like CWE lorries are scouring
the estate areas and assaulting the
people at will. Most of these thugs
he said, were headed by L.R.C.
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Planters Demonstrate

cfficials and Goyernment emplo-
yees who were provoking them to
20 on the rampage. 'What dis-
tresses me', sajd Mr. Thondaman,
‘is that the Police are watching
this situation unconcerned and
doing nething to prevent what
may eventually develop to be a
holocaust. | have also informed
the Indian High Commissicn @ to
take immediate action.”

As we have already mentioned,
the Sun, is the only daily paper
of a big publishing group that has
recently started to give even a
little coverage to the dangerous
situation that has enveloped the
plantations. It is the only daily
paper which gave publicity to the
demonstration staged by the mem-
bers of the Ceylon Planters Society
in Colombo on May 24 (vide Tribune
May 28), It is the only paper
which thereafter referred to the
fact that the Government has de-
cided to suspend land alienation
contemplated in the Nuwara Eliya-
Maskeliya electorate for the time
being. It is also the only paper
that published reports that the
Police had begun to take some
actien against a few of the culp-
rits who had organised the lobting
on Sanquhar and Delta Estates.

The Weekend, the Sunday paper
of the Sun had a big spread on
page 4 of its issue of May 29 about
the planters demonstration. VYete-
ran commentator, Gamini MNava-
ratne, wrote a scintillating piece
entitled POLITICIANS PLAY
PANTHU ON THE PLANTATIONS.
A few extracts from this article
will indicate that Navaratne has
done a good job of work in ex-
plaining the significance and mean-
ing of the planters’ demonstra-
tion. He said, “The Periya Dorais
and Sinna Dorajs were in town on
Tuesday. The men who in the com-
pany-owned days enjoyed pay and
perks that were the envy of others
were not en a spree. They were
here to fight for their rights—
and their lives. More, they were
here to fight for YOU and ME. For
a situation has developed on the
tea plaptations after the nationali-
sation that cap, if mishandled,
spell economic ruin for Sri Lanka.
Like the blight that dethroned
King Coffee in the late 19th cen-
tury. The name of the new disease
is POLITICS. And it is being spread
rapidly by some politicians who
are playing pandu on the planta-
tions. For it is now quite clear
that behind the several recent
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acts of violence, arsop apd looting
on the estates there has been poli-
tics—communal politics. The real
intent of Tuesday's demonstration
by the superintendents and assis-
tant superintendents—now called
managers and assistant managers
was to alert the people to this
grave danger.”

Gamini Navaratne pointed out
that the planters, by their actiop,
had rendered “a national service'
He went on to say, "The demaons-
tration itself was unique. These
management grades had never had
occasion since the tea bush was
intreduced to Sri Lanka over a
century ago, to stage a protest
march. The name of the demons-
trators’ crganisation, the Ceylon
Planters’ Socjety, itself must have
sounded unfamiliar to most people,

because previously there had been

little publicity abcut its activities,
although it has been in existence
since the 1930s. Whatever prob-
lems they had in those days were
sorted out quietly with the com-
pany owners because the men
who are expected to maintain
discipline on the estates could pot
afford to display any lack of res-
ponsibility. This is not to say that
what they did on Tuesday amoun-
ted to irresponsible conduct. |
personally think they could not
have performed a mecre nobler role,
| say this after visiting Galle Face
Green and talking to nearly a
hundred of the demonpstrators—
to get their side of the story. And
thejr story, shorn of all exaggera-
tion, makes shocking reading..”

The article merits careful read-
ing by all who had not paid any
attention to current developments
in the plantaticns. The Sun had
also made the demonstration of
the planters and its initial success
its front page leads on Tuesday,
May 24 and Wednesday, May 25.

And, on Saturday, May28, the Sun
was the only paper to announce
ALIENATION OF LAND SUS-
PENDED: “PROCEDURAL PROB-
LEMS”" SAY OFFICIAL SOURCES.
The report, (byline P. Balasuriya)
stated::

Government js to suspend its con-
troverzial plan to alienate land in
the Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya elec-
torate. Authoritative sources
zaid yesterday that the plan would
not be implemented till after the
general elections, in view of what
they called *‘prrocedural problems".
These problems were spotlighted
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@t conferences held recently at
the Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, and the Miniztry of De-
fence and Foreign Affairs to dis-
cuss matters relating to aliena-
tion. One of the main problems
pointed out was the displacement
of workers. Originally, 6,000
acres were earmarked for alien-
gtion from estates in the Nuwarg
Eliya-Maskeliya areas. Later it was
propozed that only 3,000 acres
be alienated. The move to alienate
land in this electorate was strongly
resisted by the'trade unions in plan-
tation sector and there have been
violent repercussions in many es-
tates. The Ceylon Planters’ Society
recently told the Inzpector General
of Police that ‘“‘uncertainty and
fear’* prevailed among the plan-
tation workers. A deputation from
the society also met the Minitter
of Plantation Industry and warned
that an explosive situgtion was
developing in the estate areas.

Whatever the official excuse 1o
“saye face'’, there is no doub:
that the Government was com-
pelled to stage a retreat.

The indignation, frustration and
disappeintment that stemmed frcm
this retreat from land alienation
in Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya was bet-
rayed in a speech at Yatinuwara,

on May 27, by Minister Hector
Kobbekaduwa. The Sun, May 28,
reported it under the headline:

THONDAMAN WILL BE
PORTED SAYS HECTOR.

“Thondaman has been dancing a
little too much of late. He was
very silent when this Government
crushied his estate kingdom. But
now he was openly backing the
UNP in order to get his lands bacl:,
hoping that the UNP will come
to power If he does not stop his
activities | am afraid stern action
will have to be taken by thiz Gov-
ernment to acquire the limited
52 acres left for him end to deport
him from this country,” szaid Mr.
Hector Kobbekaduwa, Minister of
Agriculture and Lands, at a party
meeting of the SLFP Central Orga-
nisation and party branches of
the Yatinuwara Kandupalatha area
held at Ketakumbura, in the Yati-
nuwara electorate, where fe s
seeking re-election at the forth-
coming general election.

Mr. Kobbekaduwa also szaid that
UNP would never coeme to power
as long a5 the common masses
of this country backed the Govern-

DE-

~ ment.
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The commen masses were eagerly
waiting to reject the UNP and
re-elect the SLFP to reign this
country for another term. People
knew what the UNP was and who
its leader was.

Mr. ‘Kobbekaduwa added that SLFP

would win about 100 seats easily

and there was no doubt about
this Government coming to power
again.

This speech cannot be dismissed
as the stupid and insane  outpour-
ings of a conceited egomaniac. It is
the speech of a senior SLFP Minis-
ter, and also ope the ULF parties
lock up to as a “hero’’, nay a pos-
sible Prime Minister they could
suppert.

Up to: the time of writing, this
speech has not been repudiated or
denied. It has pot been disowned by
the Government. (Certain official
seurces only say that the Sun should
not have published it, i.e. it should
have been blacked out).

This speech is only further proof
in support of Tribune's longtime
contention that the implementa-
tion of Land Reform teemed with
illegalities, that intimidation,
threats, blackmail, misuse of power
and official bullying had become
part of the style of government.

Even if the SLFP wins a 100 seats,
as Minister Kobbelkaduwa seems to
chink it will, it will be suicidal for
the SLFP to have him as a respon-
sible Minister if the Republican
Copstitution and  Parliamentary
Democracy are to coptinue.

Even the “bad” kings of Kandy
could not have “deported’ Thon-
daman—for one thing no country
can be compelled to take “de-
portees”. (His head of course, could
have been given the works in a
mortar!) And if Kobbekaduwa can
“deport” Thondaman, can he not
deport the Chelvanayakams, Mah-
muds, Kumarasuriyars, Jayawar-
dena's, Pereras, Nanayakkaras—
or even the Ratwattes, Gopallawas
or Ellawalas?

POSTSCRIPT

The Daily Mirror, on Monday
May 30, spread a g-column banner
headline on its front page: HEC-
TOR  REASSURES LANDLESS:
LAND DISTRIBUTION IN N* ELIYA
-MASKELIYA TO  CONTINUE.

The report read:

“Land alienation in the N'Eliya

and Maskeliya areas will continue."’

This was said by the Minister of

Agriculture and Lands, Mr. Hec-
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tor Kobbekaduwa, at a mass rally
in the Yatinuwara electorate. Mr.
Kobbekaduwa  characterised  as
‘absolutely false’ a news item
in the Dawasa Group of news-
papers that land alienation in
the N'Eliya and Maskeliya areas
had been suspended. *'| wish to
categorically state that what had
been started at N'Eliya will be
extended to other parts of the
island. | wish to assure the landless
that land will be made available
to them on a co-operative basis'.
The Minister csaid that the second
stage of land reformes was initiated
by him with Mr. Anura Ban-
daranaike in Nuwara Eliya on the
grounds that socialism did not
mean merely the transfer of owner-
ship from private sector institu-
tions to State institutions but the
ultimate transfer of land to the
people. Units of about 100 acres
each, which will enable persona-
lised attention, are to be set
gside  for alienation. They
will have quarter-acre residential
blocks making up hamlets with
amenities such as electricity, water,
community centres and shrine
reoms. The balance fand would be
cultivated as one unit. Co-opera-
tives would be formed under strict
articles of association for their
management.

“It iz felt that tea production in
the N'Eliya-Maskeliya district can
be more than trektled by this me-
thod with replanting the better
clones and more regular use of
fertilizers. Thiz will release two-
thirds of the cultivated area for
further settlement. Kenya follows
a less sophisticated method similar
to this scheme but has achieved
much higher productivity than Sri
Lanka.

“Up to now, there had been over
18,000 applicants for land in the
N‘Eliya-Maskeliya district.  More
fand is being surveyed and more
Land Kachcheries will be held to
cope with the large number of
applicants. There has been consi-
derable resistance to this mathod
of land distribution not only by
political elements but even by
the Ceylon Workers' Congress led
by Mr. Thondaman. ' Nevertheless,

Mr. Kobbekaduwa said that he was '

determined to push ahead with
this second stage of land reforms
as he did the first.”

The Sun, on Monday 30, had a
small front page item entitled:
HECTOR WANTS TO GO
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Journalistic Ethics

AHEAD WITH ALIENATION.
The report stated:

“The Minister of Agriculture and
Lands, Mr. 'Hector Kobbekaduwa
is determined to go ahead with
the proposed alienation of land
in the Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya elec-
torate. He said so at a publiz
meeting held last week at Ya™
nuwara. At present, plans for
alienation remain suspended in
view of procedural difficulties, ca-
cording to official sources. No
instructions to go ahead with the
alienation have yet been given,
these sources added.

The Daily Mirror headlines and
Hector Kobbekaduwa’s heroic at-
tempt to keep the flag flying (re-
member the boy who stood on
the burning deck..!) are no doubt
election pep talk. But, such irres-
ponsible statements will only add
fuel to a fire that has already started
to blaze in the plantations.

And what about Hector K's
threat to deport Thondaman after
taking over the 52 acres that Land
Reform had graciously allowed
Thondaman to retain out of many

hundreds of acres of tea lands
Thondaman had once owned!?
- 4 L =
AN OPEN LETTER
To All Journalists
I was surprised that Tribune
has not ‘reacted” to an article

published in the Sunday Times of
May 22, 1977, entitled “THE STORY
OF EMERGENCY: THE PEOPLE
MUST KNOW?’. by C. Raghavan.
This particular article was pub-
lished in the Tribune of May 14,
Readers know that Tribune has,
over the years regularly reprinted
articles from the Indian weekly
Mainstream, and that the Times
Group has never before done so. |
have checked up and found out that
the Times does not geta copy of the
Mainstream. It is therefore ob-
vious that the printing of this articls
in the Sunday Times of May 22 was
a reproduction of the article which
appeared in the Tribune of May
I4. The least the Sunday Times

-should have done is to acknow-

ledge that it had taken the article
off the Tribune. Journalistic ethics
prescribe such acknowledgements.
it is not enough to refer to the
original source.
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Foreign Correspondents’ * Association

What, makes this act of piracy
even more intrigning is the leng-
thy introductory note published
at the top of the article. q‘he note
does not indicate its authorship;
whether it is by the Editor or an
Assistant Editor, or a .Sub-Editor
or a hack. The purpose and motive
for this note is certainly not to
explain- to the readers the back-
ground of Mr. C. Raghavan (though
it seems to be the excuse) but to
enable some person or persons
un-named to stick a MacCarthyian
cold war knife into a foreign jeurna-
list working in Colombo. The fact
that innuendoes in the paragraph
quoted below are directed at a
particular foreign correspondent
(and who has no local forum for
self-defence) makes this attack all
the more despicable.

The paragraph referred to in
this introductory note in the Sunday
Times reads as follows: -
“*Like PTl, Samachar has many
correspondents abroad. Some like
Mr. Unnikrishnan, served in Col-
ombo for many years. Most of
them are top-class correspondents
competing keenly with the big
agencies. In some places however,
the PTI or Samachar must be a
third-rater whose main job is to
gather information for the Indian
Embassy on local politics and
personalities. The Nayar Commis-
sion, it is reported, is studying
these aspects to see whether the
professional functioning of Sama-
char is hampered by the way some
correspondents are used by the
embassy as a secret arm to meddle
in local dffairs, especially journa-
listic offairs, and to influence
local newspapers and newspaper-
men in a manner that brings dis-
credit both to the agency and to
India. Mr. Raghavan was ‘‘re-
moved”’ from his post for stand-
ing up to his dictatorial bosses
and their scant regard for profes-
sionalism. Some time ago, Mr.
Raghavan sent a prompt letter
of apology to the editor of a Colombo
daily when the Colombe PTI cor-
respondent had  introduced per-
sonal criticism of the editor into
a news despatch—one of the chief
voices of the Western monopolies
attacked by the non-aligned press.”

Although no names have been
mentioned, and althougha painfully
laboured attempt has been made
to prepare, in advance, for
why-put-the-cap-on-yourself  defence,
it is clear at whom the libellous
januendoes are directed, It is much

#

I

more than mere libel. It is a mis-
chievous attempt to sow discord
between two friendly neighbour-
ing countries. The allegation is
that the PTl/Samachar correspon-
dent in Colombo is part of an Indian
CIA operating in Colombo. This
kind of cold-war character assassj-
nation, characteristic of the McCar-
thyism of the 1950s and 1960s, had
died a natuyral death years ago,
and it is surprising that it should
be revived in 1977 in Colombo.

This uncalled for and unprovoked
attack on the Semachar correspon-
dent in Colombo using a cold war
tar brush calls for action, in the
first instance, by the professional
bodies of journalism (or what is
even left of them today). The most
appropriate of such bodies in this
case is the Sri Lanka Foreign Cor-
respondents Association and if this
Association does pot take up this
matter as a gross and indecent
violation of journalistic ethics the
Associaton has no justification for
its existence. If the Association
does take up the matter, and | hope
it will, | will be willing to place
whatever information | have to
throw light on some of the most
sordid aspects of this attack. For
instance, | am personally aware
that Mr. Raghavan did not ‘'apo-
logise’’ to the aditor of a Colombo
daily when he sent in a “complaint’
many many years ago. It is prepos-
terous that ap ancient grievance
(1973!) should be resurrected as am
eXclse tO use a poisen pen tar
brush People in glass houses should
know how to behaye.

This indecent instance of cha-
racter assassination is also a matter,
which, in my view, must be
taken before the Press Council.
If the parties who can take the
matter before the Press Council,
viz: the 5ri Lanka Foreign. Cor-
respondents Association (on behalf
of the correspondent), or the
Foreign Correspondent attacked in
the Sunday Times note, | will be
willing to testify before the Press
Council.

For the moment, | am with-
helding my name from publication
but should my assistance be re-
quired, either by the Sri Lanka
Foreign Correspondents Associa-
tion or the Press Council, I have
authorised the Editor of Tribune
to divulge my name. | have express-
ly told him that my name is not
to be divulged to the Office bearers
of the Sri Lamka Foreigm Corres-
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pondents Association unless soma
worthwhile, purposeful and mea-
ningful action is taken by the As-
sociation to provide redress to
the foreign corr‘efapcndent SO gri-
vously libelled and also to ensure
that such violations of accepted
journalistic norms are not violated
with impunity.

If a new era is to dawn in journa-
lism in Ceylon, there must be an
end to this kind of tar-brush smear
campaigns to assassinate the charac-
ter of defenceless persons, es-
pecially journalists. There has re-
cently been an unforiunate epide-
mic of such tar-brush libellous
character assassinations in the
organ of a leading political party
but this is no reason for the Sunday
Times to follow suit. The papers
which indulge in such smear cam-

paigns will find them counter-
productive. Those in charge of
newspapers and also those who

write such dirty pieces should be
careful about boomerangs and
counter-attacks. They will come
from the most unexpected quarters
at the most unlikely times.

In any case, | hope the Sri Lanka °
Foreign Correspondents  Associa-
tion will not slesp ever this matter.

A JOURNALIST «
Colombo.
29.5.77

® * *

A PRAYER

Lord Buddha And

Plantation Workers
by Pio Campa S.J.

In the middle of May, a week
after Vesak, and a short time be-
fore Poson, up-country Plantation
Workers have been inhumanly
assaulted. If those who have planned
and executed such inhumanity and
cruelty against such peaceful men
and women, responsible for Rs. 200
millien MONTHLY PROFIT
(in contrast with the Rs. 20 million
MONTHLY DEFICIT of the C.T.B.)
are Buddhist Siphalese, one cannot
but bow one's head in shame and
confusion to ask Lord Buddha's
and his follower's forgiveness.

“Maitri, kindness, selfless joy

and fortitude'' are the four foun-
dation stomes for the building of a
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new society and a new family of
man where everyone will be res-
pected, Joved and served, Such
assault against the Plantation Wor-
lkers took place ten days before the
Republic Day so betraying the
ideal and aspiration of the gri'Lanka
people to have the wheel of

the Dhamma supreme in this
country.
Planters apd Trade Union lea-

ders have appealed to the Police
for protection against such acts
of hatred and inner war. Police
have 'promised it. That will never
be sufficient UMNLESSS a united
effort be made to spread the imple-
mentation of the sublime teach-
ings of Lord Buddha: Love and
compassion towards everyone. e:spe-
cially the least ones, and those most
in need.

If those responsible for such
blind acts of violence and des-
truction are Buddhist Sinhalese,
this is the time to make everyone
realize the historical truth that
there is much blood-relationship
and connection between Lord Bud-
dha and the Plantation Workers:
They are sons of the same Mother
India; both have come from India
here on a mission of welfare for and
development of the ccuntry and its
paople,

Lord Buddha (as Lord lesus few
centuries after Him) said: “‘What
you do to or againzt the least of my
brethren you will de to or against
Me."

Therefore everything done
against the Sri Lanka Plantation
Worlcers is a betrayal of Lord

Buddha's precepts and of his way
of Life.

Sinhalese Buddhists should
come forward and protest against

such™  anti-Sinhalese and  anti-
Buddhist action. It is THEY who
have to build a bridge of
mutyal understanding between the
majority  and minority  com-
munity. “MAY ALL BEINGS BE
WELL."

Estate People’s Service -
Oxfam - Sarvoedaya
Kahawatte.

May 20, 1977.
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TODAY

The Plantatiohs Are

Burning
by R. R. Sivalingam

The plantations in the hill
country are aflame, The work-
ing people in thk plantations
are enraged. A situation, that
has never before been faced
in the plantation areas, has
been created. These are explo-
sive tensions threatening the
smooth functioning and peace-
ful human relations in the
area, The situation has arisen
purely as a result of conse-
quences arising out of Land
Reform.

The two most significant events
that have taken place in this coun-
try concerning the plantation wor-
kers are the 1964 and 1975 agree-
ments between the Governments
of India and Sri Lanka. The posi-
tion of the plantation workers
had remained indetermipate up to
1964. The plantation people who
were accepted as citizens of Sri
Lanka by the Laws of our country
prior to 1947, lost that position
in 1949 and were en masse ren-
ered stateless by the Citizenship
Laws of 1948 and 1949. This injus-
tice continued to rankle up to 1964,
when the Sirima-Shastri Pact was
signed.

Even that pact was not conclu-
sive in respect of 150,000 peasants
of Indian origin. The agreement
of 1975 between Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi of India and our
Prime Minister reached conclusion
regarding the status and rights cf
the plantation people. 600,000
persons are to be repatriated to
India and 375,000 persons are to
become citizens of Sri Lanka. Imple-
mentation of this agreement gives
also to two processes, namely:
repatriation and citizenisation.

The latter process necessarily leads

to consequential action and poli-

cies to be adopted by the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka, So far, apart
from the creation of a Multimember

Constituency in the Nuwara Eliya-

Maskeliya Electorate, to enable

the plantation workers to return

a representative of their choice

to the National State Assembly,

no other concrete policy or scheme
has been announced regarding the
integration of these percens wh
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Background

have lived and worked in the coun-
try for nearly 150 years. The cur-
rent disturbances in the plantation
areas arize directly as a conse-
quence of a lack of policy and
failure to envizage a scheme of
integration of the new citizens
the Government of Sri Lanka has
accepted, through [nternational
Agreements. -

The second most important event
is the passing of tha Land Reform
Laws of 1973 and 1975. From the
fact that these laws have been en~
acted, beyond the General Election
Manifesto of 1970 of the United
Front, is in itself a clear indicatjon
that this was dope without ade-
quate planning and preparation but
was ushered into being through
popular pressure. As far as | could
see there is no clear land policy
after the vesting of lands with the
Land Reform Commission.. One
millien acres of land has been ves-
ted in State Agencies and sporadic
land alienation to landless peasants
has taken place. One fails to see a
clear policy of either a well-thought
out scheme of land use pattern on
land alisnation. There is the vague
promise of correcting the inujstice
done to the Kandyan peasantry
and distribution of land to the
landless peasants. It does not ap-
pear to be adequately appreciated
that all plantation lands are not
suitable for peasant alienation.

If the policy of iand alienation is
one of giving land to the landless
then the claim of the plantation
worker cannot easily be over-
looked. They are the most land-
less community in this country.
There does not appear to be
any willingness to give land
to the plantation people or
even an awareness to settle
them in an organised manner,
distinct from the present colo-
nial provision of barracks-like

line room accommodation.
On the other hand there
seems to be an official atti-

tude of complete indifference
as to what happens to planta-
tion workers who are displaced
as a result of the breaking
up of plantation lands through
the process of land alienation.

Thousands of workers have been
driven out of their homes and de-
nied employment opportunities and
even the basic right of drawing
their rations as a result of this atti-
tude of indifference and forced
eviction of plantatiom workers has
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Resistanee

gone on for some time. So we
find in our country today govern-
ment-created beggars and modern
gypsies who are the erstwhile
plantation workers. Officially, of
course, neither this problem nor
these persons are recognized.

The Government appears to think
the only solution to this problem
is the acceleration of the rate of
repatriation. Though there is an
administrative machinery to en-
sure this process there is neither
policy nor machinery to take the
conclusive action of land settle-
ment and rehabilitation of plan-
tation workers who have been
citizenised.

Youth Settlements zuch as Jana-
wasas and Agricultural Co-operatives
are not meant for plantation wor-
kers or youths.
Development bodies would not
make plantation workers mem-
bers of those Co-op. bodies. On the
other hand Youth Settlements and
Agricultural Co-ops. have been
created in the heart of plantations
causing racial differences between
plantation people and the new
settlers.

In the nationalized estate: great
dizcrimination  has been shown in
the recruitment and employment of
personnel and even workers. Speeches
made by important persons have the
unfortunate  effect of humiliating
and inzulting the plantation workers.
The discrimination against the plan-
tation workers either because they
are Tamil or because they are largely
voteless has reached such glaring
proportions that ndt even a casual
visitor to these areas can fail to ob-
serve this.

The benefits accruing from Land
Reform have flowed to one section
of the people and the disadvan-
tages and the difficulties have fallen
squarely on another section -of
the people, namely: the plantation
workers. In estate areas land alie-
naticn has been so done as to
create  a belt of pnew  settlers
encircling 2 large plantation. The
plantation workers are thus de-
prived of access to main roads
except through these settlements
and this policy of encirclement
also  heightens communal ten-
sions. The plantation pecple are
voiceless except through their
trade unions. Therefore, any prob-
lem concerning them re education,
repatriation, social amenities on
land alienation is sought to be
treated as a trade uymiom problem.

13

Co-operative

Government’s approach is said to
changed from an “‘Indian™’ approach to
a trade union approach and it seems
strange that there is a failure to
look upon this problem as a vital
national problem and to adopt a
national approach.

The failures and discrimination
cited above are threatening
the plantation workers with in-
security and deprivation of their
only means of livelihood. This cum-
ulative effect of distributing favours
to some and difficulties to others
have had an electric effect of uniting
plantation workers and
ing ordinary passive workers into
a group of militant workers.

There has come into being
organised resistance to land
alienation without adequate
guaranteeing  of employ-
ment or alternative land for
settlement. This is a spon-
taneous reaction of the plan-
tation workers and not ins-
pired by any particular trade
union or a leader. The plan-
tation workers are not allow-
ing government officials to
survey plantation land for alie-
nation. This resistance is
met by Police assault and
communal assault on the wor-
kers. The shooting of a young
worker on Devon Estate al-
legedly for resisting land sur-
vey, and arson, looting and

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY — SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH, 1977

A public Meeting will be held on Sunday the 5th cf June, 1977 at

5 p.m. at the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute Auditorium—I00 Indepen-
dence Square, Colombe 7 on the occcasion of World Environment Day.
The Meeting will be under the distinguished patronage of Mr. M. J.
Priestly, Resident Representative United Nations Organisation in Sr|
Mr. S. Ambalavanar, President of the Sri Lanka Environment

Lanka.
Society will preside.

screened.

Sri Lanka Environment Society
17, Alfred Place,

Colpetty, Colombo 3.

Sri Lanka.

Telephone: 31186/29985

Convert-

The Meeting will be addressed by representatives of various con-
servation and criented groups in Sinhala, Tamil, and English.
tatives of the Wild Life and Nature Protection Society, the Natural
History Society, the Soil Conservaticn Society, Tree Protection Society
(Ruk Rekaganno) the United MNations Association and other organisations
have been invited to address the gathering. ¥

The Meeting will be followed by a Film Show—Local and International
films on Conservation, Environment and Wild Life Protection will be

The Meeting and the film show will be open to the public. The
organisers hope that there will be a wide participation by the general
public especially the youth, particularly as “Appreciation of the Enviren-
ment’ is now taught in many schools in the Colombe District.
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assault on Sanquhar Estate
and the large scale arson on
Delta Estate have the effect
of fanning communal pas-
sions leading to a confronta-
tionist situation. -

In the plantation areas today
the mood is the mood of violence.
Woerkers are ready to die for their
basic rights. They have lost their
faith even in police protection
because the question is openly
asked ‘'is it possible for organised
gangs armed with hand bombs
to travel in lorries in broad day
light to set fire to the living lines
of nearly thousand workers with-
out some form of connivance at
high levels?”

Strapngely enough the police are
notin a position in some instances .
to apprehend all the culprits. Among
those who have been arrested
are prominent personalities belong-
ing to a certain political party.
Is there a social war brewing in
the plantations? Are there certain
foolish power-hungry persons
ready to provoke a social war for
their narrow ends?

In this process of thoughtless
fragmentation of high yielding plan-
tation lands, greed for making more
money because green leaf is fetching
a very high price today is the main
motivating factor and not pea-
sant settlement.

Represen-

TRIBUNE, June 4, 1977



The plantations, as a national
asset, is being destroyed and a
communal holocaust is being bre-
wed. Those who indulge in this
reckless spirit of avarice, communal
hatred and a craze for political

power are causing untold damage
to the nation. They are the enemies
of the people. It is time to detect
them, apprehend them and save
the npation from this suicidal path
of power-hungry politicians.

WHAT THE COUNTRY NEEDS TODAY—A SOLUTION TO THE

COST OF LIVING

Problems Of The Consumer

by R. Kahawita

When it comes to finding one’s food and

ciothing all are

consumer's, but today there is a priviledged class of consurner and

an under-privileged class.

units.

I am interested in the latter class who
number something around [2 miilion people or 2,500,000

family

What hardships these millions of families undergo to

procure their rationed and Government imported goods nobody

seemed to have paid any attention so far.
seem to endure their hardships till they get an
exercise their right under the Constitution.

Patiently these people
opportunity to
For this reason, much

more than any other reason, their right to choose a Government
must be protected by all political parties.

Today the consumer suffers the most in any dispute with the
Government and its many employees. They have muitiplied over-
night because the United Front’s desire to provide employment

to save its face. As ex-Minister Subesinghe said—'this
employment created by the U.F. Government is

kind of
unproductive’’.

So we have scarcities, shortages and a well established blackmarket,

In addition, whenever there is
a strike by any of the Government
sponsored Trade Unions the con-
sumers’ problems multiply over-
night. The Jatest is the Railway
strike which we experienced some
time back, and shorcly after that
our Prime Minister had explained
that as a result ofthis strike price
of coconuts had shot up to two ru-
pees a nut. The strike has been
settled and forgotten but the price
of nuts is still escalating and to
escape from the ‘mess our politi-
cians created in the coconut grow-
ing industry they still keep on
harking back to the Strike.

Practically everything the con-
sumer needs is state-controlled
and state distributed by an army
of selected party supporters. Where
the private sector is taken intc
the orbit of the Government
to distribute the consumer items,
such private sector distributors
are also party supporters. Today
the consumer faces a number of
these state favoured distributors,
large and small, all over the coun-
try. Any complaints against this
class will not produce any relief
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to the consumer. These favoured

distributors are the “cartels’” under

the patronage, of the ruling Party.
Those employees of the Govern-
ment and their friends and rela-
tions, the selected private sector
and ‘their friends and relations
form the today’s privileged class.
They experience no shortages, no
difficulties and hardships to get
what they want.  Recently there
was a news item of how Thulhiriya
textiles  were distributed, within
this elite. The employers were
said to be entitled to almost &5
yards per employee at a time while
the ordinary consumer could get
barely one yard per person per
annum.

All the Ministers and Members
of the present Government are
aware of what i5 happening and
their inaction to put matters right
may be, due to the “‘member's
letter’’ institution of the United

Front.

Just a few days ago the Minister
of Food, Co-operatives and Small
Industries had made reference to
“Textile—and Errant Co-ops” and
newspapers dwelt en the consumer
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High Prices

hardships in obtaining their tex-
tiles (Sunday Observer of 6th March),
but in a way, the Ministry did not
believe what the newspapers said
was true. The Ministry believes
that its system is so perfect that
what the newspapers brought to
light was fiction. When the whole
trade is managed by a politicalised
bureaucracy nothing is said to be
wrong and in that set up the con-
sumer is of no consequence. It is
‘'the idealogy’’ that matters. That is
what the *present Government says.

In the midst of this ideological
warfare it is heartening to know
that the Deputy Leader of Opposi-
tion, Mr. R. Premadasa, and his
party have understood the prob-
lems of the consunfer and have
made a clear cut policy statement
of the Party at a meeting at Grand-
pass last month as reported in the
Sun of the 8th March. The Party’s
Policy is to place the country’s
economic prosperity upon a com-
petitive system where the public
sector and private sector will
compete to serve the consumer
and the consumer will be the
judge and not the bureaucracy.
This is the democratic socialism
the country needs today to save
her from the abysmal depths to
which the U.F. Government has
led the country in the party’s road
to “'socjalism'.

If the UNP, when it comes
into power, can lighten the
burden of the consumer within
the shortest possible time, it
would have saved the consumer
from the utter destitution he is
experiencing today.

What are the problems of the
consumer today?

All the basic needs of the con-
sumer are rationed and controlled,
They are issued to him weekly
on tokens or cards through the
so-called *‘Co-operative Societies”
at the village level and in urban
areas. As the Government control
grows, such controlling agencies
are multiplied like the Multipurpose
Co-operative Societies, Co-opera-
tive Wholesale Societies, Market-
ing Federations, Co-operative
Unions etc. They are nothing short
of Government shops where the
consumer is treated as something
the cat brought in. The consumer
is subjected to insults, indignities
and rudeness, as if the consumer
is asking for alms. It is a wonder
that the consumers do npot get
together and manhandle the meg
behind the counters.
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Poor Distributlon

The employees of these Govern-
ment controlled distribution points
are the masters and rulers at the
village level. The people in their
dire need to get their basic needs
endure the treatment with the
patience of a fob. They know if
they protest, the treatment they
get would be worse.
More often than not, the whole
fomily gets into the queue to get
their rice, currystuffs, maoldive fish,
sugar, dried fish if available,
garlic and flour, then to the tex-
tile queue occassionally. Apart
from their domestic difficulties,
transport etc. they lose also several
days of working time waiting in
the queue; and whether they ar eself-
employed or wage-earners, their
earnings drop, production drops
and poverty increases, This i5 one
of the major problems of the
consumer.

A few days back we went to see
the Friday Fair in Wellawaya—it
should be an important hamlet
as it is a trapsport and distribution
point to Hambantota, Moneragalz,
Tissamaharama and Kataragama
and a halting point for Tourist
traffic. What did we find herel—
all the local produce brought for
saleat the fair would not fill a one
half ton lorry: the people whg
came to the fair from the surround-
ing villages, without exception,
were dressed in rags, half starved-
looked so miserable that I, as a
Sinhala, could not believe that
there is such poverty in our Sin-
hala villages. It is a shameful tra-
gedy for which the full blame must
be taken by the present Govern-
ment. If the Government failed
to alleviate the misery of these
people in seven years, they capnnot
do it in a lifetime.

To bring sunshine and a smile

to the faces of these millions

of suffering people, the cost
of their basic needs must be
brought to the level of their
earning capacity and to the
national wage levels of the
ordinary worker. They do
not understand international
trade, they do not understand
FEECs, they do not unders-
tand inflation, they do not
understand Balance of Pay-
ments etc. They understand
only one thing and only that;
that is, the present Govern-
ment has cheated them... ...

There is inflation, because
production is almost at a
standstill, money supply has
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been increased progressively
to meet the demands of the
Government enployees who
are united to force a Govern-
ment to grant their demands.
The employment created by
the U.F. Government has no
relation to production and
such employment is given
with no consideration whe-
ther such empioyees can be
gainfully employed, or whe
ther the national income can
pay them. What matters
is the M.P.’s or P.A.'s letter.
This is the dilemma of the pre-
sent Government—to provide
employment when there is
no money to pay them. So
the spiral of the cost of living
goes up and up, and the con-
sumer is finding it harder
to make ends meet and also
to procure his basic needs.
At the village level the bureau-
crats have not understood
the consumer problems.

How has the prices of basic
needs of the people sky-rocketed,
when the Goyernment is the
sole importer and distributor? The
erstwhile laizsez faire import and
distribution of the basic items by
the private sector were natiopal-
ized to break up the blackmarket,
creation of artificial scarcities, mani-
pulation of invoices etc. These
malpractices have not stopped, even
though the Government is the
sole importer. On the contrary,
all the malpractices are thriving
at several levels today and prices
are beyond the average wage
earper. In addition, adulteration,
drop in quality, short measures
and weights are the rule in Gov-
ernment controlled shops and distri-
bution agencies, which were started
with the excuse to prevent the
malpractices of the private trader.
With Government centrol and manage-
ment of Import and - distribution a
Goveriiment should be able to peg
down the prices of basic needs of
the consumer at least.

The needs of the average man
may be classified into various
groups according to the consumer
needs and importance to the cost
of living of the people. For example
class A of these items of wages
expenditure on food and clothing
have two components—imported
items and locally produced items.
Dealing with imported items that
go to daily wage expenditure—
What are they? Cereals, flour,
condiments, sugar, processed fish,
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pulses, and a few others. All these
items are imported and distribu-
ted by Government. The cost of
these items to the copsumer can
be controlled by ordering the dis-
tributer that these should be sold
to the consumer at C.LF. value
plus 209 to cover all transport,
handling, and distributuion charges
up to the marketing bag of the
consumer. The Government Agen-
cies that handle the import, stock-
ing, distribution of these items
will have to cover their expendi-
ture within the 20% including
the profits, This is an exercise for
the management of these agencies
to do and work olt a price struc-
ture within this percentage and
if they cannot do it, they just go
cut of business and hand them
back to those who can do it within
the controlled prices.

In the case of locally produced
items, there are two aspects, one
is to guarantee the price to the
producer as an inducement for
him to stay on the prodcution line,
other is to protect the consumer.
The Governpment will have to fix the
price of selected items of produce
to the producer, taking into consi-
deration the cost of producing
and the prices of these items to
the consumer’s marketing bag. The
difference bstween the two prices
will be a subsidy to the producers
and copsumers. For example, a
pound of dry chillies cost the far-
mer Rs. 5/- at the farm, allow him
a reasonable margin to cover his
profits and bad seasons etc. say
this be 3/-. So the farmer's price
is 8/- add to this cost of transport,
handling and distributicn 259,
then the cost to the copsumer
will be 10/-. In order to keep the
price within his wages expen-
diture, the Government sells tg
the copnsumer at Rs. 8- per Ib,
then the subsidy will be two rupees
per 1b. Many an item can be covered
i this manner to protect the pro-
ducer and consumer.

This- exercise can be spread to
cover all items of imports and
local production that go to pro-
vide food, clothing and shelter
of the so-called “common man’’.
The main object is to protect the
consumer by pegging down the
cost of living which today is the
root cause of industrial disputes
and demands—a wage in keeping
with the realistic cost of Ijving
within the society we have created.
These demands are basic and have
nothing to do with output, res-
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ponsibilities, hours of work etc,
The demands are related to the
cost of living today and it is for
the Government to peg it down.

(If this problem is to be solved
it is most important, to reduce the
cost of living within the earning
capacity of the common pecple and
to enable them to procure those items
without waiting days on end in the
queue).

This is. by no means, an easy
task for a Government to do, more
so today because the Government
has got involved deeply in pro-
duction, import-export, distribu~
tion and transport, wholesaling and
retailing, price stabilising and
supporting  prices, employment
and wages control so on and so
forth. The Government has got
deep into the complexities of
management  and management
expertise at all levels with the
result, all efforts necessary to meet
the consumer demands have failed.

Consequently, blackmarketing,
shortages, break-down in dis-
tribution,” queues, together with
frustration, anoyance to the con-
sumer and harassed employees be-
hind the serving counters at the
distribution points have surfaced
in a degree never experienced
before. It has also created a bureau-
cracy immune to public criticisms
and their complaints. This breed
of public employees has contri-
buted to discredit the Govern-
ment more than anything else.
Every one wants his daily needs
and in the process of procuring
it every one is annoyed and be-
gin to think what a blpody stupid
Government they have created for
themselves.

The people—the average consu-
mer—wants a change of Govern-
ment for no other reason than this.
As we said earlier, he is not in-
terested in high Politics, what
compliments are paid to our Minis-
ters in international affairs, medals
and prizes. What they want is
their simple frugal fare, their. rice
and curry, basic clothing and a
little shelter. This is what a Goy-
ernment has to secure for them
even if a Goverpment is going to
continue with this kind of type
control of consumer goods, be-
cause the Government has en-
croached into the traditional chan-
nels through which the simple
Village folk got their daily neces-
sities. Having encroached on the
freedom of choice of the people
to choose from where and from
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whom, and at what price their

daily needs are to be purchased,
the people have a right to demand
for protection against the Esta-
blishment. One way of satisfying
this demand is to remove all con-
trols and throw open the business
of distribution to what it was be-
fore a Government was bitten
by the Co-operative Bug. This
is the most Progressive step a
Government can take. What matters
iz not the ideology but the content of
happiness and well-being of the con-
sumer. A Government is run for his
benefit and not vice versa. Such a
progressive step iz not possible be-
cause we simply do not have the
money to provide the bazic needs
of the people. The destruction of our
economy by the united efforts of a
United Front Government is complete.

The other way of satisfying their
demands, in the present context
of Public Sector management and
distribution of the basic needs of
the people is to set up a separate
Portfolio on the rank of a cabinet
Minister to protect and safeguard
the interests of the consumer,
which we propose to call Minister
for Pricing and Conzumer Protection.
This is an institution, so to say,
to protect man against men—a
Minister to protect the consumer
from the Government of which
he is a member.

The main functions of this Minis-
try will be to keep a tab on all
price trends on consumer goods
in relation to wage expenditure
and protect the consumer against
price escalation by the Govern-
ment controlled institutions as well
as the private sector. At the mo-
ment, under Ministerial threats the
Private trader is scaling down on
a variety of consumer items—most
of which are off the counter for
months. But this big stick has pot
been raised against many of the
Public sector production iines. This
is the best argument for the esta-
blishment of a separate Ministry
for Pricing and Consumer Protec-
tiop. This will provide the consu-
mer with a responsible Minister
to look after his interests and to
whom the consumer can represent,
petition, and appeal to in his day
to day problems. Very little can
be done at the beginning, gran-
ted, but it will be the most
effective tool a Government will
have to peg down cost of living
and “a psychological emancipation”
of the consumer from the present
bureaucratic stranglehold on his
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UNP's Chance

reedom of choice of what to eat
and where to get it. We earnestly
recommend this suggestion as a
means to fulfill the assurance:
“We shall bring down the cost of
living by reducing the artificially
increased prices of imported and
local goods in day to day use and by
increasing local production and shall
ensure that the consumer shall not
be exploited.’" as given in a decla-
ration of New Policy and Pro-
gramme of the United National
Party enunciated in 1975. The
UNP may well have an opportu-

nity to. fulfil this undertaking,
5001,
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“Village” In The City

——Rawatta, Madawatta or
What-Have-You—

by Severus

Some people like to hide their
heads in sand, ostrichwise. Others
pass the buck and palm off their
responsibility to others, as in the
case of the repatriates, or as in

- the case of the removal of slum-

dwellers of 5ri Lanka's capital
city last August, buttressed by
hopes, buttered by promises.

A visit to this abapdoned ‘vil-
lage’, a day after a rainy evening
is a sad experience; flesh of our
flesh, bone of our bone, our own
Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim people are
there to suffer in sheer hopeless-
ness. Tondo area in Manila, they
say, was emptied of its 250,000
people in one night and the fabu-
lous Zoto organisation put up a
courageous fight for their rights.
And behold, more than Tondo,
here: it is our own country, a land
bubbling with democracy and socia-
lism and human rights around
every street corper.

The long, long trail to Mattak-
kuliya . begins at the Hettiawatta
turp with its Tobacco company
(at the top of the trachea). At that
very spot a grinning poster tells

you: ‘“Ape nogaraya  prisiduwen
tabaganimu’’, let's keep our city
clean. Imagine well-nigh 10,000

people in this new ‘village’ in
the city saying that they'd want
their part of the city kept clean!
Who'll help them?
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End Of The Road?

Brought there at gun-point be-
fore August last year, they hail
from Kompannavidiya, Prince of
Wales Avenuefupper and lower/,
Madampitiya road, MNarahenpita,
McCallum Road, —i.e. from areas
of motor-shopping centres, news-
paper concerns, aerated water
sectors, traffic department head-
guarters, timber depots, cemetry
and garbage dump areas—to this
one-time coconut estate Wwhere
heavy grazing has .loosened the
soil and made it into a first-rate
marshy bog, where water o0oOzes
in and ruins the ‘floors’, keeping
the older men and young Ppeople
awake at night. Three out of six
homes had a new-born baby hang-
ing away in a _hammock, away from
the oozing water. The average
number of children in the families
was 5 on this |3-acre bleck of land,
the sloping terrain of which brought
water to over half the homes in
the lower area. Some women Wwere
knee-deep in water (the water
had remained in, since Saturday
night, and today was Wednesday)
and only one out of a hundred
homes had no mud and oozing
water on the ‘floor’.

Formerly called Rawatta, this
land was named Sugathadasawatta
and boasted the address of the
last king of Kandy—'Sri Wickrema
Mawatha'’, and most of the people
falt they had been hounded out of
their customary slum, or is it poun-
ded (to keep to the image of Sri
Wickrema history).  Rawatta—or
Madawatta as it is now,—boasts
of a twelve-foot wide road in the
middle of the camp, = road that
is shy half-way and becomes a re-
luctant 8 feet and then peters out
into nowhere. The 5 mercury
lamps (mercury, no lessl) are 60
feet apart, one from the other.
By daylight or mercury-light, it is
clear that these people have been
abandoned there, the playthings
of politicians, pawns in petty games
of party-men. Perhaps. the peo-
ple of Mattakkuliya, in general
of course, do not want them but
Ged is on their side, for He is al-
ways on the side of the down-
and-out, of the lowly, of the cp-
pressed and harassed of society.
What a crying shame that we who
boast we have no apartheid, we
who make glowing speeches against
lsrael and for Palestine, cennot
see that we are experts at produc-
ing “slums’ overnight by making
a composite slum like 2 “village",
far away from nowhere. A young
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man there told me that there are
occasional robberies; that there
is some little prostitution through
sheer inability to earn and live.
From what | saw, | could say that
Colombo is sitting on a powder-keg.

Crime, illnesses, hatred, violence
may be born of such unjust sitva-
tions. Most criminal activity and
resyltant imprisenment are 2
function of poverty status: and
poverty status is a political deci-
sion. Governments can decide
to end poverty and reduce econo-
mic inequality. ‘“The USA has a
homicide rate 25 times higher
than Sweeden, and Sweden's low
crime rate was achieved only after
they virtually eliminated poverty
.."”" (Towards a New Society, Gowan-
Lakey, p 155). If the monks of this
country see this inhuman situation
they will be up in arms, for Lord
Buddha made such of the ordinary
man, the hungry and the oppres-
sed by his tendency to equalize
and socialize; the Muslims, the
right-thinking ones especially, who
live by the holy Qur’an would be
sad to see the Muslim women and
children suffering due to the bung-
ling of local government and due
to foul ineptitude. One Muslim
woman with a baby in a hammock
4 inches from the ground, and
with nowhere to lay her head in
her wet floorless one-roomed houss
10x8 (I measured it) said: “Eka
manikak eti me mulu gama ma
hadanda, namuth agemak neti vage
inne"’—one single gem would have
put aright this whole ‘village’ but
they live as if they have no reli-
gion. She turned away and brushed
off a tear. Will the world press
take up the story of the aftermath
of an International conference ©n
Non-alignment which brought dis-
grace and homelessness to 10,000
people? | wonder.

Colombo has become an in-
human city, with its “belt of
misery’” and whited sepulchres,
clean, neat, head-empty. No need
to collect waste from wastepaper
baskets, but from the higher eche-
lons of city functionaries. Nemesis
may overtake them through the
utter desperation of these humans,
oyr brothers.

To say that 7 toilets would suffice
for ten-thousand people is to say
that planners had bad will and
greed in their eyes, perhaps grati-
fying themselves, saying that they
had done well. The toilets, on a
bucket system, overflow into a
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‘No self-respecting

drain: Goya perfumes for some
areas of Colombo: stench for other
areas, The excess is drawn off and
dumped in an open ‘lake’ making -
Colombo Nerth, ill-health area
Number One in the capital city.
Tourists do well to keep away if
they want to get back home in
good health! About 60 people, old
and young have died there since
August 1976, a matter of nine
months, with an average of seven
deaths a meonth: one of old age,
many of dysentery and of cholera,
some of TB. Who seems interested?
A young man F., said: SEE ey
better had we been left in our
old places to die in peace rather
than bring us to this tragic place
to die”. Saying this he tock me
to a dingy, lightless place tc see
an ‘“‘old” woman (old at 40) waiting
for death because she had con-
tracted an asthmatic illness on
the cold floor. Where are there
any helpers to the small team of
christians and others working for
them? Organization is power and
no man can shake people’s power.
Soweto in S. Africa, taught that
lesson to people last June (1976).
Muslim -~will
abandon the Qur'an and its urgent
demand to help the widow and the
orphan. No Saivite Hindu ¢an bear
to forget the thrust to total liber-
ation (moksha, vimukti) that his
religion bears as key message. Or
are we going to fail our religions?

A pall of gloom has descended
on the nervous and taut people
who have not slept for days on end
owing to incessant mensoonal rains,
boen to farmers of the WP, per-
haps, but bane of the existence
of this abandoned sector of human
society in affluent Colombo, where
the demographic density of Dema-
tagoda was 240 per acre and of
Colgmbo 7, only |9 per acre ac-
cording to figures of the late ‘fifties
and early 'sixties.

Gloom and discontent come from
a denial of co-operative facilities
for them: they have to get their
rations—at least those who have
their rationbooks and have not
yet pawned them for coconuts etc,
to a big mudalali who runs the
price-ring and who practices dog
eating dog inthat area.How canthese
unemployed men trek to their origi-
nal place for rations? They have no
money for bus-fare: are not well-
fed for a leng walk and back, for
they are many of them, sick with
one illness or another due to the
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inclement weather. They have no
dispensary for they don’t belong
to the area-dispensary, thsy have
been told. They have o scheol
to go to, but officials there are,
who have told them to walk to
the schools to which they first
went: area-rule for them, but they
are pot gfficials (who have daugh-
ters and sons in any scheol they
like to have them in). The force
of man loving his fellowman, and
of the Common Man's glory goes
on apace. Murder will out. This i
genocide  with a vengeance. The
crisis of the poor and defenceless
cannol be stifled.

Some of the people of Mattak-
luliya do not want these people
to spoil their fun., Those people
Jin the “village'” in the cily are
called alternatively  scalliwags,
thugs, scoundrels, ruffizns, ne'er-
dowells, criminals, idicis znd no
one has made a serious study of
the causes of migraticn inio the
city and of the increase of the belt
of misery arovnd the city and
towns. | heard two priesis {not
the official one) saying: “After all,
it iz for such as these that liberation
is to be a reality. It iz to save the
down-and-cut of all kinds that reli-
gions have their basic message.
How true. “Secial work is good,
but not enongh. These pcople went
justice. Thay are people.”

A lzarned doctor from Negombo
once said: “Injustice iz the mother
of ill-health”. Wa find this true
when we see the appalling condi-
tions under rain, cf the “villzge”
in the city, where humens have
bsen dumped as garbage, end be-
cause of this situation we mzy soon
see the “rich going away empty’”.
Power, privilege, pomp may pay
the penalty of a bad conscience
and sleepless nights, because the
ubiquitous water cozss frem the
ground, defies mat and bedding
of any sort. This keeps the angry
youngsters vigilant, nervous and
awalke. They want justice.

If a man in the upper reaches
of the Colembo income-brackets
would ever want a thing, it is prof-
fered to him on a platter. No irre-
levance would face him. This can
tarn him cynically paternalistic,
copdescending. Recently, our
city “slum” in question received
four basket-loads of buns! Asking
fer bread and getling stones. Want-
ing floor-space that's decently dry
but getting enough for a half-meal
to continue life so that they may
prolong the agony of keeping

TRIBUNE, Junc 4, 1977

awake: | thought of tha foolish
ones at the top who make people
keep awake at the bottem:
“Digha jagarato ratti,
dighom zantaz5a yojanam
Digho balanam samsaro
saddhammam avijanatam’'

“Long is the night to the wakeful,

long the league to the weary,

Long iz the chain of existence

to the foolish who know
not the Truth” (Dhp. v/60)

If the social order is directed
towards the good of the person,
then surely, we must accept in
practice thzt all men are equal
in nobility, dignily and natura,
witheut any distinctien of race,
sex; religion. Hasn't everyone the
same fundamental rights and dulies
undictated tc by bank balences
or privilege cr influence?

-

Indira‘s Exit

rights of human persons of Sugatha-
dasawatta inviolable, inalienable,
universal? Then something serious
must be done. Religion cannot
open half an eyelid and back the
wrong horse. Do these men, women
and little ones not have a right to
exist_nce, to bodily integrity znd
well-being, to everything neces-
sary tc maintain a decent stzndard
of living, such as food, clothing,
shelter, msans of subsistence, and
any other services indispensable
Lo social security. More thap all,
isn’t cne's most basic right, the
right 1o have all his rights safe-
guarded by law—the right to im-
partial proteciion, inspired by
true norms cf justice; and at the
same time, effective?

What znswer niow, to this human
group, flesh ef our flesh, bone of

Are 1ke our bone?

INDI&

The Cowardice Of Indira Gandhi—2

By Daniel Speider

et 4l e

TRIBUME only recently received a copy of the April 22 issue |
of the NEW SOLIDARITY, the organ of the US Labor Party
which carried an article by Daniel Sneider, datelined New Delhi,
April 12 about the defeat of the Congress and Indira Gandhi in |
the last Lok Sabha elections. The NEW SOLIDARITY is tri-
weelkly, published in New York by the U.S. Labor Party, which
secks to explain, interpret and comment upon nationzl and
international events from a new Marxist approach adumbrated,
developed and popularised by the leader of the U.S. Labhour Farty,
Lyndon La Rouche, a canditate in the last US Presidential election
and his colleagues. Sneider was in India in March and early April
(he left after the Nenaligned Co-ordinzting Committee meeting).
His incisive article, entitled THE COWARDICE OF IND,RA
GANDHI, pregnant with revealing insight on current development
in India will appear in the TRIBUNE in two instalments,

The  Extra-Constitutional Ay-
therity (ECA) functioned on two
fronts. On economic policy, the
ECA had pushed the 20-point pro-
gram into the background and
began 1o promote the “5-point
program’ of Sanjay Gandhi within
approximately six months after the
declaration of the Emergency.

The main feature of the 5-point
program was the forced steriliza-
tion program which in the northern
states of Indiz—where the Con-
gress Party suffered its most sweep-
ing defzat in the election—became
the disgusting symbol of the Emer-
gency to the Indian rural masses.
However, this was only the most
evident part of a mere general
progrem of austerity against wor-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

ker and peasant consumption, en-
Couragement cof exports at the
expense of demsstic development,
and other sieps which amounied
to the defecio implementation cf
the [MF-World Bank policy for
India! This capitulition to the
IMF showed itsclf as well in India’s
increasing role within the ranks
of the developing countries and
the Nen-Aligned Movement as a
spolcesman  for ‘“moderation” in
the struggle against imperialism
and for the new world economic
order. All this, however, unfolded
slowly and was not fully known
to those outside the inner circle.

The second front of the ECA was
the systematic destruction of cons-
titiitional rule and the structures
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Removed From Reality

of political life that could have
counteracted the growing influence
of this dirty clique. The Congress
Party itself gradually ceased to
function or to have access to Mrs,
Gandhi. The machinery of govern-
ment was brandished by the ECA
as their personal tool fer the pro-
motion of their individual wealth
and power.

As the ECA gradually took

over, Mrs, Gandhi became
more and more a shadow
of her former self and iso-
lated herself in the Prime
Minister's residence, where
she received enly carefully
sifted information about

what was happening in the
country and internationally.
Her insistence on defending
the activities of her idiot
son raevealed her loss of any
sense of reality. Her mental
state was that of someone
acting in a psychologically
controlled environment—a
crude but effective brain-
washing operation. Thes ad-
visors who wrote the 20-
point program, including cabi-
net ministers, never saw her
alone or were forced to go
to Sanjay and the cliqus for
policy decisions.

Behind this control structure
stood the Birias and their
Wall Street baclers. While
the details of this are just
being dug cut—the Indian left
weekly Mainstream  recently
published an explosive ex-
pose entitled "“From. Maruti
to Mafia” dealing with this—
it is already clear that the
political setup of Mrs. Gandhi
involved some form of blaci-
mail by the Birlas. The Birlas,
who during the last three
years rose from being No.
three or four to become the
top business house in India,
derive their wealth from their
origins as comprador capi-
talists for British Imperia-
lism. MNow they hold large
interests in textiles, jute,
sugar and control many of
India’s major bourgeois news-
papers. It was the Birlas who
came to fund Sanjay's entry
inte the world of kig business
when he attempted to start
a company manufacturing a
small - car, the Maruti, for
the [Indian market. Despite
an investment of more than
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£300 million, Sanjay's com-

pany has yet to produce

anything.

The Birla’s hold ever the Gandhi
family is an important key, although
net the centrolling factor, in Indira’s
downfall. During the [970-71
period of the Congress pelitical
offensive, a massive attack on the
Birla family was launched which
threatened to destroy their poli-
tical  influence in the Congress
and the entire country. In 1973 a
scandal broke about the Maruti
Company’s. dubious winning of a
contract over the head of mere
experienced companies desiring to
enter the auto production field.
From that point on, the Birlas
and others bzcame involved in the
Maruti and it is likely that this
involvement established the first
crucial link in a chain of control
which led to the ECA.

In 1974 an official commission
investigating Birla corruption was
forced to shut dewn and, by the
early part of the Emergency, allsuch
investigatory activity was complete-
ly suppressed. During the Emer-
ency, the Birla’s power grew and
they placed their agents—and the
agents of the IMF—in positions of
power around the Prime Minister
and in key ministries. Birla con-
trol over the press increased apd
Birla papers became spokesmen
for the family’s advocacy of an IMF-
style “Brazilian miracle” for India.
[News about international and do-
mestic realities left the Birla press.
During this period the Birla family
Jeaders took numerous trips to
New York City and Western
Europe, no doubt to report their
syccessess to  their  overlerds,

The control over Mrs. Gandhi's
access to reality—itself, it must
be sajd, a product of her own and
others’ cowardice—reached its cul-
mination in the decision to hold
elections. By the time that deci-
sion had been made, the situation
had deteriorated to the point that
the Communist Party of India had
been forced into an open break
with the Gandhi government on
the crucial issue of lifting the Emer-
gency and had thereby become
the target of ECA-directed attacks.
The pro-socialist core of the Con-
gress had also been under attack,
with people like Mrs. Sathpathy,
still a loyal supporter of Mrs.
Gandhi, forced out of office yunder
tremendous pressure from an ECA-
directed campaign which included
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the use of the government-con-
trolled radio and other media to
attack her. When Sathpathy con-
fronted Gandhi on his campaign,
the Prime Minister could only
weakly reply that she had heard
that Sathpathy was “losing control”
of her state.

Sources here say that the deci-
sion to hold elections was the re-
sult of a recommendation made
to Mrs. Gapdhi by the Police In-
telligence Bureau—no  doubt in-
filtrated by U.S. intelligence agen-
cies—which told her that a snap
election call would net give the
disparate opposition time to pull
itself together into a credible force,
and victory could be assured.
These same sources report that
the Carter Administration also ur-
ged that elections be held, assuring
the Gandhi government that with
such a step improved relations
between the two countries could
rapidly increase.

It is revealing that such a crucial
political decision as that to hold
national elections (which), legally,
could have been held later) was
made completely without conzulta-
tion with Congress leaders in New
Delhi or in the states. The decision
was presented to the cabinet and
the party as an almost casual fait ac-
compli. Up until the end, due to their
izolation from the mood of the coun-
try, the clique in the Prime Minister’s
house believed that victory would
be theirs.

The key to the Joss of the Con-
gress was not, as some Westerp
observers have been quick to say,
due to the popularity of the rag-
tag collage of fascists, regional in-
terests and old political hacks now
known as the ruling Janata party
(the “‘Peoples Party)”. Rather, the
Janata successfully capitalized upon
the powerful and conscious rejec-
tion by the Indian rural and working
masses of the ECA clique (not
the Emergency per se).

Even this maneuvering would have
been insufficient to insure a Janata
victory had it not been for the
popularity of a group of Congress
leaders who finally, after months
of suffering under the abuse of
the ECA, split from the party to
form the Congress for Democracy
(CFD). These CFD leaders are the
more legitimate  inheritors  of
power, since they were the defen
ders of the 20-point progam and
of the Nehru, ideal of progress
and modernization —they were the
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one group who, dfter the CPI,

made a belated show of political

courage,

The truth of the election results,
the Janata's opportunism, is revea-
led in the exceptions to their yic-
tory. Besides the Congress vic-
tories in the south of India (where
the Congress bosses kept the ECA
at a distance), the most important
Congress win was in the state of
Kerala where a united front of the
Congress and the CPl, in power
as a coalition 'state government
under a Communist Chief Minis-
ter, swept both parliamentary and
state-level elections. Kerala was per-
haps the cne state—due to the
CPl strength—where the 20-point
program was actyally taken seri-
ously and implemented to some
degree. Communist Chief Minister
Achuta Menon was one of the few
leaders to have the courage to
tell the ECA to “keepout!’’ Kerala
was the only state in India whera
Sanjay Gandhi never -set foot.

We have merely sketched the

painful reality that developed

in India. The cowardice of

Indira Gandhi is not hers

alone but is shared by all the

Indian political leaders who

identified with progress, but

gutlessly refused to make the
fight at a point when the de-
cay couid have been decisi-
vely halted. The fruits of
cowardice are visible in the
regime which now holds po-
wer—a regime which can be
expected to take forward the

IMF program for India with

a vengeance and whose ac-

tions will bring India to the

brink of economic disaster
and instability within a short
period of time.

But, despite the dapgers that
the future holds—a danger that
would have beenr ne less if the
rule of the ECA had continued—
there is also opportynity. The
opportunity exists for those poli-
tical leaders. whether in the CFD,
the CPI, or in the demoralized
ranks of the Congress Party, who
are willing to face the lessons of
this past period and conduct a new
struggle to restore freedom and
the march of progress. Such a
battle cannot be conducted and can-
not be won unless that leadership
is prepared to act with courage
upon an understanding of the stra-
tegic realities of the international
situation, and is willing to commu-
nicate that understanding to the

TRIBUNE, June 4, 1977

Indian masses in the form of a pro-
gram for economic progress against
the enfcrced backwardness that is
the policy of Wall Street and the
World Bank.

In the immediate period ahsad,
as the present regime struggles
to consolidate its still-tenuous hold
on power—and begins to factiona-
lize into a hard-core fascist wing,
and a section containing those
who have some connection to India's
national interests—there will be a
precious space of time to prepare
that battle. The cowards and ths
practitioners of self-interest poli-
tics have no place in that struggle;
only those with the courage to
understand and act upon reality
will survive.

Concluded
L

|NDI_A

o Janata e (ongress

© Assembly Elections

New Delhi, May 7,

The emergence of the Janata
Party as a single political entity
with Chandra Shekhar as its Presi-
dent, marks -a turping point in
Indian politics. This is reinforced
by lagjivan Ram’s dramatic May
Day announcement of the merger
of the Congress for Democracy
into the Japata Party. This deve-
lopment is regarded by the pre-
tagonists of the so-called two-party
system as a vindication of their
thesis that in Indian ccnditions,
the time has come when the Ameri-
can or the British model of two
major parties should dominate the
political scene, thereby ensuring
some sort of a check-and-balance.

A‘Eart from the faect that such
an Anglo-Saxon political precedent
need not be suitable for our speci-
fic Indian conditions, since it is
born out of the historical circums-
tances prevailing at a particular
stage of development of those
countries, we have to take intg
account the fact that the working
of the two-party system, parti-
cularly in the American context—
what with all the disclosures of
the CIA-FBIl, the Watergate, the
Lockheeds, the Ku Klux Kian and
the Birch Society—does not neces =
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Maorarji Desai

sarily provide an inspiring working
model for any country. -

What the inexorable com-
pulsions of the Indian situa-
tion demand is the evolution
of a pelitical set-up which can
and must mobilise the nation
for a relentless struggle for
the elimination of poverty
together with the full and
active participation of the
masses in the democratic
process suited to our native
genius.

If indira Gandhi’'s political
career suffered a shattering
debacle at the hands of the
electorate in March, it has
been mainly because of two
reasons: her inability to live
up to the promise of “garibi
hatao’’ and her total disre-
gard for the democratic pro-
cess, as the monster of Emer-
gency demonstrated. The
two-party or the multi-party
functioning is only a matter
of form; what rezlly matters
is the content of our politi-
cal commitment and the
firm adherence of the poli-
tical leadership to that com-
mitment.

This is the point on which the
Janata Party will be judged from
new on. It has come to Power
in a manner which was totally un-
expected for its leadership: the
massive angef against the Emer-
gency regime which was gather-
ing in the northern States—almost
imperceptible not only to Indira
Gandhi and her caucus but to prac-
tically all political parties—came
like a dam-burst at the Lok Sabha
pell, and the only credential de-
manded of the victorious candidates
was whether ‘they were opposed
to the Congress, since in the eyes
of the masses, Emergency was the
handiwork of the Congress raj.

Once the nightmare of Emer-
gency is over the old credential
alone will not do. The discern-
ing public will certainly give the
Morarji Government a breathing
space; it will mark time for the
debris of the Emergency misdeeds
to be cleared, whether by way of
restoration of normal democratic
functioning or punishment of the
guilty men and women of the mafia.

But the return to the democratic

process will not by itself help the

Jorata Party to have a stable tenure

in office. In the ultimate analysis,
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Congress Unchanged ?

the new Government's stability will
depend on its efforts to honour
the commitment to strive for a
just and equitable order in which
poverty will be eliminated: un-
employment banished and economic
disparities reduced.

While the traditiopal hundred
days have to be granted to Morariji
Desai and his Government before
any judgement, however tentative,
can be passed on it, its insistence
on forcing State Assembly elec-
tions on as many as nine States
by executive diktat has, to say the
least, not enhapnced its commit~
ment to genuine democratic func-
tioning. - While on the political
plane, the Congress in these States
had lost its credibility to govern
after its total debacle in the Lok
Sabha pell, the Janata Government’s
resort to constitutional squeeze
could not possibly have helped
to strengthen healthy precedent
in democratic functioning. The
open strain generated over the
difference with the Acting Presi-
dent could have been avoided by a
less precipitate approach to the issue.

The Congress camp was certainly
not united on the question of chal-
lenging the legal validity of the
Centre’s powers on the subject,
as could be seen in the West Bengal
Ministry’s refusal to be associated
in the reference to the Supreme
Court. There was a touch of poetic
justice in the entire episode since the
unwanted  Forty-second Amendment

which had been  forced  through
Parliament by the Indira Government
under cover of  Emergency, took

away the last vestige of Presidential
prerogative, and its first fall-out
could be felt to their detriment by
the Congress Ministries themselves.

Althcugh the coming State As-
sembly elections need not bring
about an exact replica of the Lok
Sabha election—since the issiles fac-
ing the electorate are different—
there is little chance for the Con-
gress Lo recover a substaptial part
of the lost ground be cause of its
inability to put its own hcuse in
arder even after the March poll
debacle. The stubborn defence by
Indira Gandhi of the mafia that
played havoc during Emergency
is the main cause of the prevail-
ing disorder inside the Congress.
Corresponding lack of firmness on
the part of thoss opposed to ths
mafia will extract heavy toll from
the Congress in the coming pgoll.
As the political parties will be ab-
sorbed in State-wise election in the
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coming two months, the ecopomic
situation shows no sign of improve-
ment. By the time the election fever
will be over, the imperatives on the
economic front will force new ten-
sions on the politics of the country.
And it is precitely on this score
that Chandra Shekhar as the new
Chairman of the Japata Party will
face the greatest challenge of his
political career. If there is any
lesson® that he can learn from
Indira Gandhi's fate, it is that her
persistent refusal to build the Con-
gress into a fynctioning political
organisation was to a large measure
responsible for her fiasco.
Compared to the Congress, the
Japata Party capnot claim to be a
better equipped organisation. In
many ways it resembles the pre-
1969 Congress with the only diffe-
rence that the Congress did not
have any RSS-based Jana Sangh
element within its composition.
While some section of the lapata
regard the presence of the well-
knit RSS as an asset and try to
assure that it has been undergoing
transformation, there is no gain-
saying the fact that many inside
the Janata Party itself and a large
number outside its fold' are not
able to reconcile its ideology with
that of secularism and democracy.
The bia: for Big Busines; and the
rich farmer in the Janata Party is
no less than in the Congress.
With such a party at his disposal,
Chandra Shekhar has before him a
perspective cf encounters and con-
frontations. For him, the President
ship of the Janata Party promises
to be a crown of thorns, with all
the best wishes that he deserves
for his politics of commitment
towards building a new social order.

—Nikil Chakravarty
&

New Delhi, May 14,

Politics in India today is marked
by a strange demonstration of
bankruptey, Whether one turns
to the lapata or to the Congress
cr to the Left, there’s the same
spectacle of infantile squabbles be-
reft of any sense of perspective. In
the bargain, the basic realities of
Indian life—the question of grap-
pling with peverty and unemploy-
ment amopng the millions, the
widening disparity between the Have
and the Have-not—are neglected
and as a result, the inherent stre-
ngth of this great nation is dissi-
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pated or undermined. Although it
i5 too early to make an assessment
gbout the Morarji Government per-
formance record, the style of func-
tioning of the Janata leadership re-
minds one of the ramshackle politi-
cal entity that the Congress had
reduced itself into just ten years
ago—with this difference that there
is not even a Syndicate today to
ensure organisational viability.

It is no secret that one of the
reasons why the Janata leadership
was in a hurry to force State As-
sembly elections in nine States is
that it expected that a mini-general
election might help to galvanise
the Party. But the reality as has
unfolded so far shows that the
differences inside the Japata Party
have been intensified to the point
of open in-fighting. All the dijrt
could not be swept under the
carpet but the carpet itself is gett-
ing worn out. The last few days
have sharply brought out the lack
of cohesiveness among the leaders
of the Janata Party coupled with
Charan Singh trying to play the
boss. The manner in which he
attempted to blackmail the Janata
Party, with-holding the accepted
electoral symbol until his terms
about seat distribution was settled,
is a measure of Charan Singh's
anxiety to dominate the Japata
Party through organisational tric-
kery. He has bullied the Japata
leadership into conceding that he
himself would be the election cam-
paign “observer” for UP, although
it is a tested convention in Indian
politics that a leader does not be-
come an observer in his own home
State. In fact, Charan Singh is re-
ported to have asked for the right
to choose Janata candidates pot
only in UP but in Haryana as well,
The poll symbol episode is only
a symptom of the growing malaise
inside the lapaca camp. Charan
Singh's allergy to both Chandra
Shekhar and the Japa Sapgh is
well knwn; nor can he suffer C, B.
Gupta apd Bahuguna, with the re-
sult that in the key state of UP
the Janata on the eve of the elec-
tion (which it has on its own called)
presents the spectacle of a house
divided against itself.

And it is not enly over UP that
Japata President Chandra Shekhar
is having headaches. In Orissa,
Biju Patnaki does not want to share
his political zemindary with any-
body else, with the result that
Nandini Satpathy and the CFD
cadres are left aondering if it is
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worth continuing within the Janpata.
It is not an easy job for Chandra
Shekhar to discipline Patnaik. In
West Bengal, P.C. Sen's admancy
is making it difficult for the CPM-
led Left Front to have any electoral
understanding with the Japata Party.
The number of seats that Sen,
in his self-delusion about his party’s
capacity to win the election battle
has so far offered to the CPM and
its zllies is no more than what
they can win on their own, with-
out any agreement with others.
Chandra Shekhar’'s SOS and Madhu
Limaye’s mission to West Bengal
seem so far to be making liLtle
jmpact upon P. C. Sen. The mess
over Raj Marain's mishandling of
the inquiry into the allegation
about the damage to IP’s kidney
began at the Cabinet level with
his insistence opn a judicial probe
with the saner elements among
his Cabinet colleagues voting for a
medical probe. The manner in which
the respected Dr. Koshy has been
forced to abandon the investigation
shows the level of irrespensibility
at the Ministerial level.

Much mere serious is Charan
Singh's mysterious delay in arran-
ging for the start of the three Com-
missions te probe into theEmergency
excesses, the Maruti scandal and
Bansi Lal's miscenduct. Even the
terms of referemce have not yet
been anncunced, nor has a subs-
titute for Justice Khanpna (who
on grounds of propriety has dec-
lined to head one of the Commis-
sions) been so far selecied. All
this is adding to misgivings in the
public mind as to what Charan
Singh is up to, and these misgivings
have not been allayed by the re-
ported sub rosa visit to the Home
‘Minister by one of the Mafia
characters, Yashpal Kapur.

There is nothing op record to
show that Charan Singh in his
political career has been slow at
taking decisions; that makes it all
the more inexplicable why there
is such inordinate delay in going
ahead with the investigations into
the Mafia misdeeds, the platform
on which—and on which alone—
the Janata Party could romp home
to victory at the poll. In normal
course one would have expected
the mafia to have been put behind
bars as under-trials by now. Instead.
one finds them merrily arranging
for the destruction and disposal
of incriminating papers; while ru-
mours as a result have been going
the rounds that Bapsi Lal had
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managed to have a secret meeting
with Charan Sigh. It is time that
the Morarji Government takes
prompt steps to clear itself of
these suspicions.

The middle-class relief over the
scrapping of the Compulsory De-
posit Scheme is no doubt a plus
peint for the new Goverpment
but populist measures available to
it are few, since it cannot escape
the compulsicns of the inflationary
pressure. The wage-earner is
bound to campaign in the present
climate of civil liberties, for the
restoration of the additional Deat-
ness Allowance and the minimum
bonus of 8.33 per cent—which quite
a few in Morarji’s Cabinet would
support. Very disturbing is the situ-
ation in the countryside where the
dispossessed sections of the rural com-
munity have been facing serious of-
fensive from the rural rich who turn-
ing Janata supporter has gone on a
rampage, Not to speak of the bonded
labourer. forced back to debt-slavery
even where he was emancipated
the Agricultural labourer is forced
into  submizzion without any pros
pect of getting his statutery woge-
enforced.

The Janata leadership has to
realise that even in terms of vote-
catching, the rural poor with the
growing army of agricultural labou-
rers thrown in constitute the big-
gest ssgment of the electorate;
and it needs to be noted by them
that with 2ll the excesses oi Emer-
gency, the bulk of the Congres
vote from the countryside came
from agricultural labour even in
the last election, Unless and until
the Japata leadership—overpower-
ing the resistance of the rural
vested ipterests represented by
men like Charan Singh and Prakash
Singh Badal—provide a fair deal
for the rural poor, there is little
chapce cf its Government becom-
ing viable. In fact, this question
should concern the Janata leader-
ship while working out its strategy
fer the coming poll battle—and it
should certainly be the major
worry for its progressive allies-
like the CPM which can ill-afford
to ignore in the long run the urges
of the impoverished rural masses.

If the picture in the Janata

camp is far from reassuring,

what the Congress presents
teday is shocking indeed.

With 2 score of over 150 in

the Lok Sabha despite the

heavy toll extracted by the

Emergency misdeeds, the
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v Charan Singh & Indira

Congress even in the midst
of the greatest crisis in its
long political career, could
have played an important role
in the national politics.

For that, the Congress needed
to purge itself of those whose
misdeeds particularly under Emer-
gency, led to its ignominious poll
debacle apd the loss of executive
power which it would command
uniterriipted since Independence.
Instead of such a purge however,
it was Indira Gandhi with her pro-
tective patropage for her Mafia,
that has been able to get the better
of the Congress organisation, as
the recent AICC sessicn dzmons-
trated. MNot to speak of honest
self-criticism, there is not even
formal ackpowledgement of the
guilt, and her stage-mapaged shed-
ding of tears at the session looked
like @ school teacher copsoling her
pupils who could not get through
the exam, Catharsis has been
reduced to afarce.

It is but natural that the disgust
at this state of affairs should create
revulsion among some of her staun-
chest supporters. |If Barooah  has
had to pay the price for his Indira-
is-India  sycophancy, his murmur
of dissent has led to his exit; while
Siddhartha Shapkar Ray, one of the
authors of Emergency, has had to
stand up te the shameless move on
her part o persist in dictating the
Congress politics even after the
exposure of her mafia rzi. Many
no doubt have been leaving the
sinking ship; many more have not
moved out becsuse the counter-
attraction offered by the Janata
Party has been eroded by iis own
interpal weakness that have begun
to surface.

The retention of the AICC
majority by Indira Gandhi
even after her identification
with the Sanjay Mafia, has
surprised many, but careful
observers would not fail to
note that the average AICC
member knows that she and
har mafia control all the
funds and has a large amount
to spare—their Emergency
accumulation can be counted
by milliecrs—and that is
what matters most when
many of them have to con-

test the elections n a few
weeks time. Siddhartha
Shankar Ray may have a

just cause on his side, but
the finances for the electoral

2



Importance Of Money

war are at Indira Gzndhi's

command.

The hopest Ccngressman, in
such a sordid situation, is left with-
out any, cheice but 1o fight 2n un-
evan battle. His old-siyle function-
ing in which the fupds could be
drawn from the party coffers, can
no longer do. He has to fight with
whatever record he has of service
to the masses, of dedication to
the ideals that had once inspired
him in the leadership of Gandhi
and Nehru. Radical shibboleths will
no longer help but hard werk
among the working people. Be-
fore him has come the challenge
of Indira Gandhi end her caucus
who want te cash in on the name
of the Congress with all that it
still stands for in the minds of a

large section of the Indian pcople.-

For him the Congress flag may
have been tainted by the misdeeds
of the Indira Raj, but he still hopes
to wash it clean by getting rid of
whatever che and her mafia stand
for today; if he welks out of the
Congress, it is Indira Gandhi who
will exploit the neme of the Con-
gress among ihe masses still com-
mitted to it. This is tie mental
make up of the honest Congress-
man of today who with all his
baffling dilemma still prefers to
remain in the organisation.

Such elements inside the Cengress
. could be wen over—even with their
retention of loyalty to the legend
that was the Congrers—had the Left
in Indic today emeiged as a political
entity endowed with wizdom. The
Socializts are engaged in what they
regard a3 the experiment cf the
Janata. The division among the
Communiats persizt. If the CPl has
lozt  heavily its credibility . because
of itz unconscionable attachment to
the Emergency pelicies of the Con-
gress and its  consaquent refusal
to join hands with these in the Left
who would not tolerate the Emer-
gency raj, the CPM leadership today,
in the eyes of many of its friends,
seems to be in danger of making
the zame mistake; hitching its wagon
to the [anatg star and inzisting on
electoral alliance with it. To regard
t he fanata Party as more acceptable
than the anti-Indira section of the
Congress, may be dictated by the
prozpects of election gainz, but can
certainly not be termed az good
Marxizm.

Had the twoe Communist Parties
been able to comc to terms the very
development would have made a
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quajitative difference jn the situation,
and they together would have been
able to rally the forward-looking
elements injide both the f[anata and
the Congresz, end alzo could have
won over the Naoxalite extremists
who are today in the midit of severs
introgpection after a [leng zpell of
infantile adventuri;m. Will states-
manzhip come over the Left and
puzh them on to the path of unit,
at least towards united action?
Surely, the people of India ds-
serve a far batter lzadzrship Lhan
what the different pelitical parties
can previde them today.
—Nikil Chakravarty

- .
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e Train Travel
Sir,

We wcre about ten students
who had gone for a short rest 1o
the hill-country afrer a hard pro-
gramme of study in the HNCE class
and were returning on 8ch May
to Colombo on the ugp-train Uda-
rata Menike. The train was chock-
full. One of us counted over 144
persons standing all along from
N'Eliya to Colombo. We do not
speak for ourselves zlone, but for
the large number of would-be
voters, men, Women and children,
babes-in-arms, muslim ladizs, a sick
woman, working men, ihe rank
and file of our people, znd tha
backbone of our Country. We did
not mind it very much if they gave
us seals or por. They Were very
gracious and offered us seats, but
we took turns and maznaged tome
hew.

It is true our trapsport system
has -many deficiencies but could
we not discuss together and ftry
to remedy them ali? If some wise
transport officer would care io
travel on the lest day of a period
of holidays given by Gavernment,
he would pote down how many
compartments get filled and frem
what station or stations znd then
could recommend that, “from such
a station onwards, say, from., Nanu
Qya, or from Bandarawela beyond
or from Badulla itself, se many
new bogeys (it may be, only one
more) may be needed”, In this
way, all will know 2ndsee znd surely
understand that tha Government
is trying to do something to re-
medy the sityation. We may b:
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school-girls, but we want to say
that our educational programme
makss us interested in the country,
and our christianity (RC) studies
make us interested in the human’
weliare zlso, of all men. This is why
we write 1o ihe paper, in the hope
that our words will be accepted
and taken in good part, because
we write Lo the paper without any
bad will, but only to let ourselves
be heard on behalf of so many good
people who suffer on traips and
buses, paying the same amount
for a seat and unjustly getting no-
seat. We think it is unfair.
Couldn't something be done,
about this?
Valerie Meider, Maryse Baldsing
Astrid Fernandopulle, Shiromi
Rodrigo, Portia Fernando,Arlene
Casie Chetty, Sandra Miranda
HMNCE Clsss,
Good Shepherd Cenvent,
Kelahena,
Colgmbo 13.
12.5.77

@
® Canned Fish

Sir,

The object of the conference
between the Acting Minister of
Feod and Co-operatives (C.D.N.
10/5/77) was to ensure efficient
distribution of consumer goods.
The C.W.E. outlet at tha Bambala-
pitiya flats has 50/60 czscs of Cop-
ned Fish stacked up since mid-
April and no sales are permitted
without authority from Headquar-
ters. If these cartoons are meant
for distribution to Co-ops, this
outfet is flanked by two in the
same building. On inquiry from the
polite staff the stock reply is "We
are awaiting transport to take the
cartoons away."

f it is to be sent to apother
Urban or rural Co-op, it is time
action was taken, either to distri-
bute or effect a sale at this very
store, instead of hearding, and
quietly allowing it to fall into unp-
authorised hapds. Fresh fish is seld
at premium prices in pre-monsoon
weather, and no customer needs
canned fish when the times are rusty
and bloated. | wrote to the Editor,
Ceylon Daily Newsz, on 10th May,
1977 but my letter has not been
published. : :

Douglas John
27A, Melbourne Avenue,
Colombo 4.
21.5.77
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Confidentially

e Land Reform-2

IS IT NOT A FACT that the De-
partment of Agriculture has been
(from 1972) so overwhelmingly en-
grossed in the work of Land Re-
form that several essential sectors
of its work have suffered? That
those who know what the Depart-
ment of Agriculture is expected
to do and what it has done in the
past to assist farmers and agricul-
turists (and also maintain the state
farms and institutions) now admit
(privately till now, but they will
speak out soon) that “every-
thing’’ is in a state of virtual col-
lapse! That for sometime now many
sections of the Agricultural De-
partment had slowly slipped into
a state of pear-paralysis and that
now everything has come to a
standstilll That whatever passes
for activity and work is no more
than a maya-like mirage? That the
work that now keeps the wheels
running is generated by free-wheel-
ing on the past activities and record
of the Department? That the Exten-
sion and Research sections of the
Department have been the worst
sufferers in the avalanche set in
motion by Land Reform that has
atrophied all work? That the best
research officers have either left
the country or have been shunted
into administrative posts whera
they sleep over filess most of the
time? That the few research offic-
cers who do any work at all have
become frustrated because their
work is not recognised? That their
work cannot be even published
because the journal of the Depart-
ment, known as the Tropical Agri-
culturist, has not been published
for two years (or more)! That
the excuse for the delay, or the
failure te publish, this prestigious
journal, very essential for the
growth and development of
agriculture, is that the Govern-
ment Printer has been chock-a-
block with work in the periods
the Government Press was not
on strike? That whispers filter
through that some interesting and
excellent research has been done
in Maha lllapalama, or Gannoruwa,
or Tinnevely or some other station-
but these findings on fungicides,
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on legumes and other plants
have not seen the light of day so
far as the farming world is con-
cerned?! That, one by one, the best
research officers are moving heaven
and earth to quit the country in
order to get opportunities to con-
tinue their research in other coun-
tries? That it is not the material
benefits alone that compel these
people to seek employment else-
where (though this is a contri-
butory factor) but the frustration
that stems from the ipability to
do research and the failure to have
the satisfaction that their werk
was being recognised and appre-
ciated? ;

That more than even the Re-
search Stations, the Extension Ser-
vice of the Department of Agri-
culture has taken a severe beating?
That there is no Extension Service
worth speaking about today? That
in the process of allegedly “de-
mocratising”’ the work of the Agri-
cultural Department, the new APCs
(Agriculture Productivity Centres)
have been entrusted with the most
important work that had earlier
been done by the Extension Ser-
vice—viz. supplying of seed mate-
rial, fertilisers, agro-chemicals
etc., etc.? That, with the APCs
taking over, bureaucratic procedu-
res have been trebled and quad-
rupled (with the consequent de-
lays) and the costs to the farming
community of basic essentials have
gone up tremendously—the increa-
sed cost it is said is to cover the
salaries, allowances and other pay-
ments for the staff of the APCs?
That in addition to all this, the
bigwigs of the APCs want their
Lockheed-like cuts? That this is
now mainly got by arranging for
supplies direct from the suppliers—
more often than mpot from the
local agents of multinationals? That
these APC bosses do not favour
the products of the Petroleum
Corporation? That those who ask
for them are told that they are
“out of stock? That the prices
charged for agrochemicals and fer-
tilisers in many APCs are much
higher than the prices in the open
market? That farmers are compelled
to buy at these prices because
they get these essentials as part
of the loans advanced to them for
agricultural production? That with
this officially legitimized exploita-
tion, is it any wonder that most
farmers default on their
loans? That a recent newspaper
report had stated that the People's

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Research And Extension Service

Bank was faced with unpaid agri-
cultural loans amounting to Rs. |
266 millions! That this is not sur-
prising? That in spite of the paper
stipulations about the manner the
loans had to be given and the strin-
gent requirements that have to
be fulfilled, Political Authorities
and MPs were able to secure agri-
cultural loaps to all and sundry
(people who either helped them in
the last elections or who were
expected to help them in the
coming elections)? That most of
such money was not used for agri-
cultural production? That it would
be impossible to recover any of
this money! That genuine farmers,
who obtained these loans, are com-
pelled to default because of the
high costs of production and the
low prices (compared to the costs)
for their products? That a myth
has been fostered that farmers
were swimming in wealth because

of the "high prices’”? That what
really happens is that the far-
mer spends what gets for his

produce with gay abandon without
paying his debts (governmental)
because he has first to meet his
consumerist needs and when even
the barest minimum has been
bought there is nc money to pay
the debts? That the APCs have
become a new tier of exploitative
bureaucracy? That it is a political
bureaucracy of ignorant and cor-
rupt elements who have clambered
on to the bandwaggon of MPs apd

Political Authorities who were
vested with Executive, Adminis-
trative and even quasi-judicial

powers from which there is no
appeal! That APCs are only part
and parcel of the monstrous Fran- -
kenstein that has begun to devas-
tate this land under the cover of
MPs chits and letters? That Bryan
de Kretser's campaign against the
MPs letters and chits, if it succeeds
—as  succeed it must—will also
sweep over the APCs as consti-
tuted under the United Front (and
latterly under the SLFP) from the
face of Sri Lanka?

K- e
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