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|_etter Prom The HEoitor

The TULF seems to have finally woken up to the reality that the most
important problem confronting the Tamils and the government and the
nation as a whole is the urgent and imperative need to restore normaley
and ensyre stability in the country, This is not the time, as we have often
stressed, for post-mortems or fault-finding (but extremists, chauvinists,
romantics and demogogues compel us often to polemics). The most

. important task before everybody is to restore normalcy. Unless this is

done, life will not be worth living in any part of the country. Not even in
tha Jaffpa peninsula which many frog-in-the-well insularists think is a haven
for all Tamils. The lack of normalcy in Jafina, owing to a variety of reasons,
has not only given rise to ‘teenage rowdyismand delinquency but urban
guerilla type of bank robberies. So far the robberies have been confined
to the looting of government banks, but very soon, unless checked, such
robberies will spread to the private sector also and no home will be safe
in Jaffna, Thesa rowdies, robbers and thugs are operating on the crest
of a wave of anti-police animosities among the people of Jaffna, and there
is no doubt that this situation is the result of unimaginative and anti-Tamil
policies followed by some police officers during the Sirimavo Government,
especially since the IATR Conpference in 1574. It is unfortunate the J. R.
Jayewardene Government did not transfer the old police out of laffpa no
sooner it came to power—if this had been done, EXODUS 1977 may not
have taken place at all. The situation in Jaffna has not been normal since
the punitive police actions from the IATR Conference; thereafter indis-
cipline has grown and at the same time a criminal element has emerged
under cover of political slogans. The situation in Jaffna has to be normalised
because every time there is an anti-government sneeze in the paninsuIa it
will be taken as an anti-Siphala outburst and a communal conflagaration will
erupt all over the island. Whilst careful attention must be paid to the
police-civilian situation in Jaffna, even greater atteption must be paidto the
twenty to thirty thousand refugees who are in the peninsula. Their position
is inter-linked with the restoration of normaley in the rest of the island. The
physical and mental wounds of the refugees in Jaffna have to be healed, and
to persuade them to return to their stations a great dea] has to be done in
the Sinhalese areas from which they fled. Thereis no doubt that the govern-
ment and a large number of organisations—Buddhist, Christian, Muslim and
Secular—have done a great deal to restore pormalcy in many areas where
communal violence had taken place. The High Priests of Asgiriya and
Malwatte have risen to the greatest heights of Buddha's Dhamma in pleading
equality for the Tamils and one of them has even gone 5o far as to ask that
Sinhaleseshould have opportunities to learn Tamil. All this was brought
about by the initiative taken by the Prime Minister who has made fervent
appeals for pational unity. The government has announced the abolition
of standardisation which is the greatest single cause for the cry for Eelam.
In this situation, peoples of all communities outside Jaffna look desperately
to the TULF leadership to contribute its mite towards restoring normalcy.
Nobody wants the TULF to repudiate Eelam—if it does it will change the
political climate of the country immediately in the most dramatic fashion—
but only to lay Eelam by to a distant date. Under the hammer blows of
communal fanatics and apti-social elements (acting under a communal cover)
the TULF has climbed down so far as to say that for the moment it was
only concerned with the refugees. This is a negative approach. A
political party's statesmanship and maturity is shown by its willingness to
adopt positive postures and.to review and change policies, not opportunis-
tically, but in the context of realities which cannot be ignored. It will be
pertinent, in this connection, to draw attention to the full page advertise-
ment that Tribune has run on its back cover for months: MAKE A UNITED
SRI LANKA POSSIBLE: ON THE BASIS OF EQUALITY: —IRRESPECTIVE
of race, religion, caste; —OF LANGUAGES, Sinhala, Tamil, Englishi—OF
OPPORTUNITIES in education and employment on merit; —IN _ADMINIS-
TRATION with regional or district council autonomy;—BEFORE THE LAW,
with civil rights, rule of law, and an independent judiciary. A Copstitutional
arrangement incorporating these will meet all the demands of the Tamils (and
the Siphalese) for a long time to come. And this is the best this country can
hope to achievein a turbulent era of human history. Only from such a
state of normalcy and stability brought about by “the first step’ of a just
2nd fair Constitution based on embryonic district council autonomy, in
which economic development can take place, can this country hope to ad-
vance to greater heights of quali ative progress which can truly implement
the diccum of unity in diversity. To reach this still distant objective, we
must take the first faltering steps t right now in the darkness of communal
tension and national disharmony.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

Preliminary Thoughts On
The Anatomy Of
Exodus ‘77

Colombo, September 2,

The communal disturbances,
violence and looting which disrup-
ted normal life from mid-August
is one of the most traumatic expe-
riences this country has known in
the modern period. Not every
socio-political upheaval of this kind
has a silver lining, but this ope
has. For the first time citizens
of all communities and different
religious persuasions have come to-
gether not merely to condemn
violence and to help} the victims
of violence but also to upders-
tand the motivation of those who
committed the acts of violence and
those who instigated such violence.

A very large number of organisa-
tions, in Colombo and outside,
have come forward to restore
normalcy. The Citizens’ Committee
For National Harmony (CCNH) is
one of the organisations that has
led the way in this matter.

“The most fundamental question

affecting our Society today is one

of re-thinking and re-building our
pattern of life. In this respect it i5
not proper to leave this matter
entirely to the Government. We,
as responsible citizens, must settle
this for all time''—the Ven. Rev.
Hevanpola Ratanasara Thero.

“The more serious problem today
is the task of education. We have
observed the havoc wrought on
unfortunate and helpless  human
beings and find it difficult to under-
stand how one set of human beings
could inflict such atrocitez on their
fellow beings. The nation is going
through a sad tragedy’—Fr. Tissa

Balasuriya.

The thoughts expressed by these
two religious leaders at a Press
Conference held last week epd,
at the Society for Religion and
Society, constitute the guide-lines
on which the CCNH has based
its work. “Violence promotes fur-
ther violence, and we are certain
that no lasting solutions to human
problems could be achieved, and
no benefit can be bestowed on
people, through viclence,” stated

the CCNH. They went on to say
that *the situation in which we
are pow placed, our concern will
now go out to at least three cate-
gories of people: () those who
have suffered through violence in-
flicted on them; (2) those who have
committed acts of * violence;
(iii) those who for some reason or
other, instigated violepce.”

The CCNH, has as its objective,
the promotion of national har-
mony in Sri Lanka. The members
believe in the “ideal of a ynited
Sri Lanka, where its citizens irres-
pective of race, religion and caste,
shall be equal in dignity and in
rights.”” The CCNH “fosters upder-
standing among the different races,
religions and ideologies in our
couptry.”

Mere sympathy for the victims
of the violence is pot enough.
The CCNH has, therefore, like
many other charitable and religious
organisations, begun the collection
of money to provide relief of dis-
tress and for the rehabilitation of
victims. |t has also called for gifts
of clothing, cooking utensils, house-
hold requisites such as bedding etc.

While the relief to the victims
and their rehabilitation is, in a
sepse a short-term objective, the
problem concerning those who com-
mitted acts of violence, and insti-
gated violence is a long-term one
of the utmost importance. Among
those who ipflicted the violence
are the impulsive unthinking per-
sons who join 2 mob or are driven
to violence on the spur of the mo-
ment roused by rumour or gossip
(they do not pause to consider
whether such rumour or gsssip
is true or not). There are others
who plan such viclence and deli-
berately participate in violent ac-
tions either to satisfy sadistic poli-

National Farmony

tical impulses within them or to
rob and leoot.

But the most difficult category to
deal with will be those who ins-
tigate the violence, some knowingly,
consciously and deliberately, and
others unknowingly, unthinkingly
and unwittingly. The anti-social,
crimipal and subversive elements
who plan and instigate violence are
easily identified (even if they att-
empt to take cover behind politicai
slogans) and it is not difficult
to cope with their  delinquency,
but those in the shadowy world
where allegedly dedicated persons
preach apnd propound political pro
grammes of hate that can only
lead to violence are not easy to
tackle.

The Tamil commupalist (in or
out of the TULF) and the Sinhala
communalist (in the SLFP, UNP or
the ULF) have now become poli-
tical gsychop_aths who can be con-
tained only if the spirit of national
harmeny and the realisation of
the need for patiopal integration
(on the basis of unity in diversity)
becomes part of the way of life of
the vast majority of our citizens.
Orgapisations like the CCNH can
play a major role in coptaining and
transforming the communpalists in
all communities responsible for the
communal upheavals of 1958 and
1977.

In addition, among those who
inflicted the violence and those
who instigated the violence in
1977 are the young people (some
now grown older) who participated
in or sympathised with the Insur-
gency of 1971. A fairly substantial
number of are employed in govern-
ment departhem and have fairly
easy access to heavy vehicles (buses,
lorries, tippers etc.) and also to im-
plements which can be used for

COVER

lopment.
Minister will fulfil their
| should.

DISAPPEARING 7

The picture on the cover shows a disappearing railway train in one
of the still-jungle areas in the country. For a long time now, the CGR
| has been a disappearing asset. In the seven years of United Front and
the SLFP rule from 1970, the CGR had all but disappeared.
has devoted a great deal of space in the past to the problems of train
travellers and governmental peglect of the CGR. The pew Minister of
Transport has promised to rehabilitate the Railways, improve its services
and even extend the milegae—to start with, from Matara to Kataragama.
The CGR was always the back bone of development activity in the country.
The negelect to the railways in recent years was a major setback to deve-
It is to be hoped that the new Government and the
promises about making the CGR work as it

Tribune-

new
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S!nhﬂese Protection

violent acts. Some were possessed of
fire arms and others werein a posi-
tionto grabdynamiteand other ex-
plosives from government deve-
lopmental construction sites. A
section of those who sympathised
with the ipsurgents of [971 are
now employed in the Security
Services like the Police. Others
are in key government jobs in the
Bureaucracy and the admipistra-
tion. An influential apd activist
section of the 1971 insurgents have
also become professional robbers,
looters, and delinquent anti-social
elements.

Whilst the official JVP issued
statements against communalism and
violence, it is clearthat its influ-
ence among a large number 1971
insurgents and sympathisers is now
only minimal: they no longer
follow the lead of the official JVP.
In many places, especially in the
NCP, NP and EP, there are reports
that ex-insurgents and also newly
emerging terroristic groups pla-
yed an active part in the violence:
they had become the ‘“‘military”
and “‘tough arm’’ wing of the com-
munpalists—among the Tamils as
well as the Sinhalese. Every vio-
lent act in Jaffpa and in  Tamil
areas had a tep-fold repercussion
in Sinhalese areas. It is futile and
stupid to waste time in arguing as
to who started the trouble “first""—
who is to blame (the chicken or
the egg)?—but the problem today
is to end the violence and curb
the communalists through natio-
nal harmony.

The country is today faced with
the problem of terroristic groups
of so-called ‘““militant youth” both
among the Tamils and the Siphalese
and unless they are contained and
the socio-ecopomic causes that
sustains such terrorism are eli-
minated normaley will be a dream.

The young have many legitimate
grievances. The older generation
have been so selfishly obsessed with

etty parochial matters that they

ave let a Frankenstein grow in their
midst on both sides of Elephant
Pass. A great deal of thinking, dis-
cussion and re-thinking, about this
matter has become essential and it is
a happy augury that CCNH has come
forward to examine violerice in
all its  aspects.

Many observers have regretted
that organisations like the CCNH
and ‘other bodies have mot
come forward in Tamils areas, in
Jaffna in particular, to help esta-

3

'by terrorism.

that innocent people suffered be-
cause of rumour mongering. |
must single out the Regional Mana-
ger, North West Region, and the
Manager and staff of the Bank of
Ceylon, Kurunegala. Throwing fear
to the winds they went by car to
places like Nikaweratiya, Maho,
Wariyapola and Rambodagalla to
save their Tamil brethren who
were trapped and were aobout to
be attacked by the mob. Later
they were housed in the Bank’s
premises. | must say that the Bank
officers were not only humane but
displayed courage of the highest
order. Mention must be made
of the yeomen service rendered
to the refugees by Rev. Fr. Bede
Fernando and the ‘Sister Theresas’
of the Holy Family Convent, Kuru-
negala. They fed the people and
nursed the sick..! | wish more
people had emulated their noble
example. .My reference here is
to the voluntary and service
organigations... The government
Agent, Kurunegala, had his hands
full but he discharged his duties
to the best of his ability..The
pall of gloom over Kurunegala
has not cleared. There is genuine
regret among people here about
the events of the past. They say
that a simple problem had been
blown out of all proportion by mis=
chief makers and innocent people
suffered, as a result........ &

blish harmony and normalcy . Little
bouts of terrorism have already
made normal living in the Jafina
peninsula a npightmare to many
Tamils living there and also those
who have fled there after the dis-
turbances, Fresdom of expression
and opinion has been threatened

There is a greater civic and public
sense of the urgent need for national
harmony in many, if not in most,
Sinhalese areas where troubles broke
out. This, as we have said earlier,
is a significant feature which was
not there (in the present degree)
in 1958.

Tribune has received many re-
ports and letters from many areas
where violence has taken place.
A detailed examination about these
matters can be undertaken only
after normalcy and the Commission
of Inquiry into the disturbances
has completed its work. In the
meantime We reproduce extracts
from a letter from a Tamil reader
in Kuruinegala—one of the provin-
cial towns where violence was
inflicted on Tamils

*..0f course, there was a bright
spot in the dark and gloomy pic-
ture. Many Sinhalese, at great
rizk to their lives, protected Tamil
families. They condemn the com-
munal frenzy and they admit

UNIONS VOLUNTEER TO SAFEGUARD EMPLOYEES

Public Service and Corporation Trade Unions and branches have
come forward to establish communal harmony in their workplaces and
outside. Several conferences of Heads of Departments and representa-
tives of Unions were held yesterday to give practical efféct to thé resolu-
tions passed by the unions to bring back accord among the wvarious
communities which have been working side by side in perfect harmony
in the past. The Ministry of Public Administration had permitted Tamil
and Sinhala employees to keep away from office if conditions were not
favourable for them to attend their work places in the respective areas.

It was decided at these conferences that every step should be taken
by members of the unions to help bring the unhappy situation back to
normal. It was also decided that every protection should be given to
any member of any community who is in distress. Heads of Depart-
ments will call upon the membership of the unions to report cases of
harassmeént to any employees by unruly elements or those who are
deliberately creating mischief, Heads of Departments have pointed
out that disturbances in Government offices and CorPorations had caused
large scale absenteeism resulting in serious disruptions in work.

They also pointed out the public have been seriously inconvenienced
because of the compulsive prevention of persons attending offices.
Patients in several hospitals have not been able to get treatment as a
result of Doctors and others not turning up for work. Several depart-
ments are severely understaffed and cannot serve the public for the same
reasons. Ihe unions have given an assurapce that they will call upon
their entire membership to help bring normalcy in the shortest possible
time,
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Similar tributes can be paid to a
large number of Sinhalese families
in all areas where there was vio-
lence against Tamils. In Jaffna,
in the campus, Tamil students
had protected Sinhalese students
until they were evacuated. No
single Sinhalese is said to have been
killed in Jaffna though some Sin-
halese shops and bakeries in the
bazaar had suffered damage.

The picture on an all-island
basis is pot complete because re-
ports have notyet become available.
There have been many splendid
instances of self-sacrifice in all
areas where trouble broke out.
There is hope for humanity in Sri
Lanka if men and women of good-
will can get togetherto overcome
the forces that have caused dis-
harmony and violence to erupt
in this island.

The government and all people
interested in the future of the
country are apxious that all refy-
gees should be rehabilitated. This
should be atwo-way business. Even
if the number is small, all Siphalese
who evacuated from Jaffna, Batti-
caloa and other Tamil areas should
be . rehabilitated in the same way
that Tamil evacuees are being
rehabilitated in Sinhalese areas.

In Sri Lanka even after there
are special District Councils or
regional areas to develop Tamil
rights, Sinhalese, Muslims, Burghers
and other citizens and residents
of Sri Lanka must have a right to
live and work in these areas, in
the same way that Tamils have
the right to live and work in Sin-
halese areas. If such a development
can take place and a sense ofsecu-
rity created for all communities,
it will pot be Jong before a upited
5ri Lanka emerges.

Out of the misery of EXODUS’ 77,
great good can emerge. It is for
the people of Sri Lanka to make
this possible. The new emergent
forces that have surfaced after
the traumatic experiences of
EXODUS ‘77 should continue to
push the new momentum for
national harmony with all speed—
and there is no doubt that a upited
country with pational ¢Oncord and
amtly will soon be a reality.

R -
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THE LAST CHANCE ?

A Need For
Goodwill

by James T. Rutnam

This will be my last article in
this series which began on 2 July.
Age and failing health are gradually
claiming their toll. | hope to resume
writing later, though not en a
weekly or regular assignment.
Looking back | find, on a deeper
study, that the most important
cause of the estrangement bet-
ween the Sinhalese and Tamils
is the want of proper communica-
tion. Language which should bring
people together has in this ins-
tance torn them apart,

It is easy to blame S. W. R. D.
Bandarapaike. * The Reverend
Ananda Mangala is reported in the
Sun of 12 September as having
remarked, "“The Tomil people love
their language. They love what we
love. We must give them their langu-
age rights. The Sinhala Only Act has
erected barriers.”” Indeed it has,
but Bandaranaike had other ideas.
When he introduced the Sinhala
Only Bill he had intended to solve
the Tamil problem through a
Federal Conpstitution. ‘‘A thousand
and one objections”’, he said,“could
be raized against the (Federal) sys-
tem, but when the objections are dis-
sipated | am convinced that some
form of Federal Government will
be the only solution.” (See Tribune
2 luly). But Bapndaranaike was pot
able to establish this himself.

Thus we had Sinhalese Only, with
no corresponding relief to the Ta-
mils. This way of appropriating one-
sided gains has been a feature of
our constitutional history for over
fifty years. Arunachalam got the
Sinhalese and Tamils together and
campaigned for political reform as
one people. This resulted in terri-
tarial representation for the Sinha-
lese at the expense of the Tamils.

In 1925 the Sinhalese and Tamil
leaders entered into a Pact to re-
medy the situation, but this was
not honoured. R. 5. S. Gupnawar-
dena is the only signatory of this
Pact now alive. The Donoughmore
Commissioners came thereafter.
They introduced Universal Adult
Suffrage (including Vote for the
Tamils of the plantations) and the
Committee System.
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Lack Of Communication

A homogeneous Siphalese Minis-
try was formed by Senapayake.
This really exposed the absurdity
of the Constitution. The Soulbury
Commissioners followed, They abo-
lished the Committee System and
established a Bicameral Legislature,
and also allowed the Vote for the
plantation Tamils to remain.

Eventualy the Bicameral legis-
lature was abolished, the Planta-
tion Vote scrapped and we had a
lopsided form of Government that
further denied the rights of the
Tamils. This was acceptuated by
the Sinhalese Only Bill. Both
Bandarapnaike and Dudley Sepana-
yake attempted to appease the
Tamils with Pacts which they them-
selves repudiated, owing to alter-
nating pressures from the coptend-
ing UNP and SLFP.

This is where we are now. The
seven, years of SLFP Government
made further inroads into the
rights of, the Tamils. The Armed
Forces and the Police were far too

disproportionately packed with
Sinhaleser who were recruited
generally through the back-door.

Education of Tamils was strangled,
and there was open discrimination
against them in every field. The
present UNP Government has in-
herited this mess.

The Elections exposed the pathe-
tic .state of the plantation Tamils
who form nearly a million;, and
who are represented only by one
single individual, Thondaman. The
Government has recognised the
anomalies of the situation, and
has acknowledged the peed for
reform.- In the meantime we have
gone through a gruesome fort-
night of agony and terror and even
savagery unparalleled in our modern
history.

Are we at the parting of the
ways? Tarzie Vittachihad asked the
same question almost twenty years
ago at the end of his book Emer-
gency ‘58. Our Prime Mipister has
not abapdoned Hope. This will
perhaps be the last chance for all
of us to live happily together in one
undivided Sri Lanka, Could this be
accomplished?

The lack of communication seems
to be, as | said at the beginning,
the prime cause of our division.
As an admipistrative measure the
suggestion given by the Deputy
Speaker Bakeer Markar to carry
in the Hansard Sinhalese transla-
tion of Tamil speeches and Tamil

4
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Love And Compassian

translation of Sinhalese speeches
is an appropriate step in bringing
closer understanding among the
Members of the Assembly. | would
suggest that we have an English
Hansard as well, It will be useful
to both local and International
Scholar;, of which group we have
an increasing number now.

It has been realised that in our
hasty rush for swabasha (Sinhalese
in 24 Hours!) we had failed to appre-
ciate the value of English. We have
now produced two or three gene-
rations of graduates with hardly
a working knowledge of English.
This is fatal to intellectual pro-
gress in this narrowing world.
It will thus become apparent that
we should give very serious consi-
deration to recognising Sinhalese,
Tamil and English as Official Langu-
ages. Nehru in India scotched the
move for Separation by Tamil Nadu
by allowing the use of English instead
of Hindi ‘in this State. As a link
language between Sinhalese and
Tamils, Englizh haes an important
rofe to play especially in the present
context.

| would suggest a crash pro-
gramme to be initiated by award-
ing attractive incentives to Sinha-
lese and Tamil students at Stan-
dards Five and Eight, for the study
of these languages. The Sinhalese
students should be examined by
Tamil teachers and the Tamils by
Sinhalese. The total number of
prizes should be substantial, say
twenty thousand prizes for Sinha-
lese and ten thousand for Tamils at
each level. The suggestion made by
the Maha Nayake Thera of Asgiriya
that facilities should be provided
for Sinhalese to learn Tamil as
reported in the Ceylon Daily News
of 6 September is a welcome sign
of leadership given by one who has
by his words and action distin-
guished himself as a wise and true
counseller of the nation. Hearken
to his call. It will bring salvation
to this presently unhappy land.

The only epic of Hinayana Bud-
dhism was written in Tamil by a
Tamil. It is the Manimekalai, a
classic which should be read by every
Tamil. Its Sinhalese translation should
be made freely available to our Bud-
dhist brethren. They should trea-
sure it g5 a token of their obligation
to the fervent author and his fellow
Tamils. Few are aware that the great
Buddhagosha was a Dravidian, and
that many monks in the Maha Vihara

5

at Anuradhapura were Tamils. One
of them was a Maha Nayaka of the
Maha Vihara.

Knowing each other’s topgues
is not enough. We should all help
to produce a climate of compas-
sion and goodwill among our peo-
ple, who | believe are ethnically
more close to each other than to
any other people in the world.
The presently Sinhalese-speaking
people of the Maritime Province,
especially the Karayas, Salagamas
and Durayas, are very much closer
to Elara and the Tamils than they
are to Duthugamunu or anybody
else. So why not look upon each
other with brotherly compassien
and with no hate or bitterness?
An excellent move would be to
form a Race Relations Department
under the auspices of the Govern-
ment. We find this in the United
Kingdom and in Australia.

Summing up this series of articles,
| find that here and there | had al-
lowed myself to express, rightly
or wrongly, rather strong views
whenever | felt obliged to do so.
| suppose this comes when one is
too near to events. However at
the distance which | have now set
for myself in order to appeal for
goodwill, love and compassion, for
no hate nor bitterness, | feel I should
address this call to myself first,

| would like to clear a possible
misunderstanding. | had always es-
teemed the Reverend Madihe Pan-
nasiha Thera of the Vajirarama Tem-
ple, an abode internatiopally famous
for its learning and Buddhist acti-
vities, thanks especially to the
renowned Reverend Narada Thera. |
had persopally known, and could
say been bepevolently influenced,
by the Reverend Kassappa and Soma
Theras (both alas, no more) of this
fraternity.

In the course of my writing | took
exception to a proposed stationing
of troops to enforce State coloni-
sation in some places. | am certainly
not opposed to the Sinhalese people,
personally taking up residence or
finding employment, or establishing
themselves in industries in the Tamil-
speaking areas. But | did not favour
State colonisation that would change
the communal or linguistic character
of these areas.

This is a universally accepted
rule and regional autopomy has
been conceded to such areas. In
Barcelona in Spain last week one

million Catalonions gathered to
celebrate the imminent confer-
ment of Regional Autonomy for
this region. Scotland continues
to remain the homeland of the
Scots, Wales of the Welsh, but
in England we find a large number
of Scots and Welshmen, for (be-
sides other reasons) London in
England is the Metropolis of Scot-
land, Wales and England.

In taking up this issue with the
Reverend Pannasiha Thera | feel
that | 'had overreached myself.
Hence this “unease’” within me.
| haye been brought up to respect
the members of the clergy, be
they Buddhists, Christians, Muslims
or Hindus, and while protesting |
had no intention to disrespect
anyone, yet for the sake of the
cause to which we are all attached,
| would like to express here my
sincere regret for anything said by
me that might have caused hurt
or sadness to the reverend monk.

In the same strain | would like
to express my sentiments to-
wards my boyhood friend, whe
is by any standard the greatest
living political figure in the coun-
try, R. S. 5. Gupawardena, with
whom too | had to disagree in some
instances. Despite occasional em-
barassments to himself when he
is placed in certaip offices or situa-
tions, he has for a number of years
continued to work for Racial Har-
mony, and | have no doubt his in-
valuable and signal services in this
direction would be appreciated
and remembered by this genera-
tion and posterity.

As for me | am a humanist. | am
neither proud nor ashamed of being
born a2 Tamil. This is an accident of
birth. | am on the side of those
persecuted because of this acci-
dent. Presently the Tamils unfort-
nately happen to be the perse-
cuted ones. Not for long, | hope,
with a Prime Minister resolved,
like the great Asoka, to follow the

Dhamma, ‘‘whatever the conse-
quences.”
= = =

TRIBUNE, September 17, 1977

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

Aug. 24 — Aug. 28

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS :
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirrer;
CO—Ceylon Observer; 5I—Sunday Times; DM—Dina-

mina; LD—Lapkadipa; VK—Virakesari; ATH—Aththa;
SM—Silumina; SLD—Sri Lankadipa; JD—Janadina;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; DW—Dawasa; CM—Chintha=

mani;

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24: Over three million
rupees worth of looted goods have been recovered
during the past 48 hours as the Police and Armed forces
began mopping up operations in a number of areas
which were reported returning to normal; the total
number of persons arrested by yesterday morning
according to the police and armed forces “was over
1,000. Three persons were placed under house detention
at Kandy and 34 others arrested by the police in Kandy;
those under house detention were former Army Colonel
and SLFP capdidate for Sepkadagala, Mr. Aquruddha
Ratwatte, Mr. C. D. L. Fernando, a medical practitioner
and a leading Kandy politician, and Dr. K. N. Rajendra.
Although the government had decided to continue
with the curfew islandwide to prevent any further acts
of lawlessness, National Security Council sources said
yesterday that the situation throughout the country
had impreved copsiderably. The Government Statement
of Policy was passed in the NSA last night without
division. The ULF yesterday appealed to all its supporters,
progressive forces and especially to the organised work-
ing class to do all they could to see that normal copdi-
tions were restored as speedily as possible relating to
the violence prevailing in th2 country; in a statement
issued yesterday the ULF advocated the formation of
peace committees in villages and city wards throughout
the country and especially in affected areas as 2 positive
step in this direction. A commission to inquire into
the activities of the previous regime during it’s seyen
ear rule will be appointed by a UNP government soon.
%he Army Commander and the Navy Commander
returned to Colombo last night after an op-the-spot
inquiry survey of the situation at Trincomalee; the
Army Commapder said yesterday that the situation
though tense was under control in the latest area hit
by the current wave of violence. All long distance trains
are now being escorted by armed guards with a view
to protecting the passengers apd the trains. Police
investigations into a number of incidents in the
Northern sector of the city, including the Pettah,
revealed that gangs of hardend criminals bent on looting
shops apnd other commercial establishments, had driven
in cars to the city armed with molotov cocktails,
knives and other weapons, a number of them were
arrested; there are still some incidents in various
parts of the city—CDN. The District Judge of Colombo
yesterday awarded damages of Rs. 2 1/2 Iakhs with costs
to the PM, against the Associated Newspapers of
Ceylon Ltd for publicationin the Dinamina newsgaper
of a defamatery statement against him. ‘Don’t Panic’
is the advice passed on by the security authorities to

K—Weekend; RA—Rivirasa; EN—Eelapady;
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all Tamils living in Colombo and other areas; mischief
makers were rampant and they were exploiting the

resept situation to issue threats and even throw stopes.
l:I"he Minister of Agriculture and Lands said he would
invite all TULF members to see for themselves the
results of their careless talk in the Central Province.
The PM told MP's of the Government Parliameptary
Group yesterday that the current situation was being
brought under control. An organised gang mingled
among crowds at the Pettah vegetable market yesterday
morning about 8 and stabbed 19 persons and set fire
to three stores—CDM. Thae government yesterday re-
iterated its offer to the Tamil commupity to get together
to find a solution to their problems. Mr. D. A. D. E. A.
Seneviratne, DIG was yesterday appointed co-ordinat-
ing authority for security operations in the Colombo
District; The PM has appraised his Indian coupterpart
Mr. Morar’ji Desai on the developments here. The goyern-
ment yesterday decided to make available two ships
from the Ceylon Shipping Corporation to evacuate
the refugees” who are now in transit camps
in_Colombo. Life is coming back to normal in
Jaffna; yesterday shops were opened for the
first time after the recent incidence of violence, The
governmentwill appoint a commission to probe the
expenditure that was incurred by the previous regime
on the non-aligned summit conference, the Minister of
Local Government, Housing and Construction said. Mr.
E, L. Senanayake yesterday accused an SLFP member
of Parliment of having played a major role in the recent
disturbances in Kandy. A twenty four hour curfew
was clamped down in Trincomalee district following
a fresh outbreak of violence that left seven dead in its
wake. On the orders of the Kandy magistrate, 39
persons have been taken into custody in the Kandy
district for security reasons—SU. Mr. Gurubachan Singh,
the Indian High Commissioner in this country will
personally visit the hill country to ascertain for himself
the damage caused to plantation workers in the recent
wave of viclence that swept over the country to enable
him to submit a report to his government—VK. Since
the 20 of this month over a thousand Tamils have sought
refuge in 22 centres in Bambalapitiya and there are hund-
reds of others who are still coming. The Ceylon Workers
Congress is taking steps to send back the plantation
workers Who have been affected by the recent events
to their estates—DP. Many refugees of Indian origin
who have no connection whatever with Jaffna are
coming Morth apnd they are being accomodated in
Killinochchi at refugee’ camps—EN. Damages worth
25 lakhs of rupees have been incurred in Jaffnain the
recent incidents. The DC 8 is running 5 flights a day to
lafina carrrying refugees—EN.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25: Acts of violence and
looting which took place in certain parts of the country
have now decreased; though these criminal acts ap-
peared on the surface to be a communal conflict it is
believed that there was a political conspiracy behind it,
States a government communique, The situation in most

arts of the country including the city and it's suburbs
ﬁas improved, the IGP said last night. The IGP last
night, announced that social service associations and
other voluptary organisations would help the police
from today in bringing the situation back to normal in
the city and suburbs. On Monday and Tuesday thera
were minor incidents of arson reported from Grandpass ,
Modera and Borelessa and patrolling was intensified;
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there was looting in Kirillaponne and one was shot;
a number of refugees had come into Colombo from
the subrubs and the outstations and were taken to
homes of their relatives; a round-the-clock patrolling
by police and the armed services was being conducted
at private homes and social service centres vrhere the
refugees had been housed. The Sarvodaya Shramadana
movement has dzcided to form small Shanti Sena units
of ten persons each in villages and towns throughoit
the country in view of the present waye of violence.
Discussions were lield at the Ministry of Trade regard-
ing what steps should be taken to bring down the cost
of living. The Ministry of Trade yesterday announced
that 65 lorries with vegetables had been brought to
Colombo from upcountry and that vegetables will be
made available in markets in Colombo and the suburbs.
Around 150 persons were arrested in Kandy yesterday
for alleged looting and other offences committed during
the past few days; this brings the total number arrested
so far to about 650. The situation in the country will
be well under control within the pext 48 hours, the
Army Commander said yesterday. The Sinhala Tharuna
Peramuna has appealed to the PM and the gvovernment
to take the sterpest security measures necessary o
arrest the current wave of violence in the country and
restore upity and peace in the Republicof Sri Lanka.
The co-ordinating officer of the Matale district said that
since the Air Force took up security duty in that district,
not one unfortunate incident had taken place. The LSSP
leader, Dr. N. M. Perera left for London on  Sunday—
CDN. It appears that some people who were in power
and have lost that power have attempted to obstruct
the endeavours of the government to provide speedy
relief to the people, this is stated in a communique
Issued by the Cabinet of Ministers yesterday. Aq easing
of the situation throughout the country was reported
by the Defence Minlistry yesterday aiternoon. Elaven
public sector trade upiops have in 2 joint statement
condemned the present wave of communal violence,
which they say, besider causing harm to persons would
have effect of causing diversions among the working
class and masses and retard the progressive movement
in the island. The Citizen’s Committee for National
harmony says this is a time for national self
examination and it alse welcomes the appeal made by
the religious leaders and wants citizens to declare for
themselves Sunday. August 28 as a day of religious obser-
vence and fast—CDN. Nearly 7,000 men, women apd
children who have been displaced as a resuit of the
recent disturbances have been accomodated at the Saras-
wathy Kovil, Bambalapitiya, St. Peter's College and St.
Pauls Girls School, Bambalapitiya. A new civilian volun-

teer scheme to assist the police was announced by the

IGP yesterday. Mr. T. B. Tennekoon, former Minister
of Cultural K{'fairs and his son have been taken into
custody by the Kandy police for security reasons. The
government is likely to mobilise the public servants
with ayiew to curbing acts of violence being perpetrated
by hooligans 2nd some unruly elements. The Indian
I-ﬁgh Commissioner in Sri Lanka has conveyed to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs details of instances where
Indian nationals here have suffered injuries and loss of
roperty, sald the first secretary (broadcasting) The
Eldlan igh Commissioner in this cnunt? yesterday
yisited Kandy and Matale and inspected refugee camps
there. Joint efforts by Ministers, MP's, Co-ordinating
Authorities, GA's, Services and Police personnel are
leading to a restoration of law and order in the country

7

—SU. Over 2500 parsons have been arrested by the
police up to date for acts of violence, arson and looting.
About 12 refugee camps have set up in Killinochchi apd
about 2500 persons are housed in them. Security opera-
tions in the Colombo District have been intepsified
since yesterday—VK. There was a total hartal in the city
of Madras in Tamil Nadu yesterday in sympathy with
all the troubles the Tamils in Sri Lanka were facing.
A decision to appeal to the Central Government in
India to stop the atrocities committed against the Tamils
in Sri Lapka apd to stress to the government of Sri
Lanka to afford protection to their preperty hes been
pasced yesterday in the Asssembly in Mzdras—LP:

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26: Departmental procedure
was ignored and the applications of ordinary people
rejected in the allocation of flats belonging to the
Department of National Housing by the last government;
almost all the allottees of about IUCO flats belonging to
the Department were made to supporters of the CP,
the LSSP and the SLFP; thoucands of people who were
on departmental waiting lists and who were eligible
for allocation have been ignored; these are the findings
of tha Commissicner of Naticnal Housing which have
been forwarded to the Minister of Local Government,
Housing. and Construction. Religicus leaders, trade
unions and voluntary orgapisations have condmneed
the acts of violence that have taken place during the
last few days and have called for the restoration of peace
and goodwill among all sections of the community.
The law and order situation in the island had shown a
marked improvement in the 24 hours which ended
yesterday and the tension was easing in the more trou-
bled areas of Trincomalee, Batticaloa and Mannar, police
and armed forces said yesterday. Vigilance committees
organised by a number of volunraty organisations begean
assisting the police to maintain law and order in the
city and suburbs yesterday. Three ships that left
Colombo harbour on Thursday morning carrying re-
fugees to Jaffna will return to Colombo with a large
consignment of subsidary foodstufis from Jaffna accord-
ing to the Deputy Minister of Trade. A plan to make
Buddhist temples and other religious centres sanctuaries
for people in distress was launched yesterday at the
Vajirarama by four leading members of the Sangha;
the scheme has been launched to restore present condi-
tions to normalcy—CDN. Defepce Ministry sources
described the present situationasa‘vast improvement';
sporadic incidents were reported from some areas
and the security forces haye got the situation well in
control, they caid. Several peripheral medical units
were unmanned for the past two days as the staff kept
away; even in the outstations the DMO and MOH areas
there has been large scale absenteeism. Folice are now
trying to track down the culprits responsible for creat-
ing panic among Tamil residents in what is cajled tele-
phone directory warfare; police sources sald that certain
mischievous elements took the telephone numbers
of Tamils from the directory at random and informed
them that the Tamil houses down their street would
be the targets of attack that night; the message was thep
pussed on to other Tamil resicents and utter panic reigned
in such areas; the telecommunication authcrities are
trying to asssist the police in tgying to bring the culprits
to book. Many imported focd items have arrived here;
they include dry fish, cow pea, dates and dhall. The
three vessels of the Ceylon Shipping Corporation
carrying 1800 refugees are expected to reach Jaffpa thig

TRIBUNE, September 17, 1977

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



8

padejdsip sUosiad ajqeua o1 Sasnseauw IlBIpawiy| “Jsp4o
pUe me] Weadiew disy o3 3UesIsad ylim 398 o3 ajjgnd
edaUss ays3 se [lom st A1ied day jo siaquisw Jje paisanbau
ays pue syuatioddo [espijod Uo aBusAsd Usyey Sujaey
J9 dNN =43 W slapea] pasnooe ays {3UsIxa Ue yons 03
Pa3e[E353 aAey joU plnom sisizew UswWISACE 3yl £q
Uaxey Waaq pey UoiIde 2Ielpawwl §1 IBYl pIEs os[e ays
Hopenyls 3Ussaid sy3 o1 paingiiition osfe 1L 243 jo
sadleaain ay3 jo awos ey Aepasisak panssi JUawaIeis e
Uj pies ajjelieieplieg OABWLIIS “Sdly 'd47S @43 jo Japes]
3Y] UswliaA0? ays Aq no payiom UG Mol ale
stol3es 1iay3 Uie3go 03 £13tinoa ay3 Uj sadTeqinisip syl £q
Pade[dsip sliosiad a[qells 01 saJnseall S3EIPaLIL| “35EOD)
Wiaganog ay3 punode 2uifies ‘sinoy of jo Astino| snoipa3
pUe 8ol ay3 pUe eas Aq saafnied jo uodslesy suy) |
P2A[oAT: 3500 Y21y 943 Jo MBIA TI s1 S1U3 iBas Aq 1o pealsy)
PUefiano eliger o3 saagnja. pUas o3 SUjUle[d mol 5| JUsw
-UisaoZ ay | ‘Yswm Aoyl j1 ‘Y40l 2y U sawoy 419yl 03
o2 03 yinog ayl U sfiwe| a[qels o3 JUswaBUelte [e12ads
SiY3 apew sey Aemlied ay3 Heanjtesayley ol Und 30adip
B Uo Zujiliow siyl ‘wed T e edele)] 9] Uied [e1oads v
“d8quaidag jo yaam ploesas syl U s3Us 22Uswiwos o3
padadxa si ‘adlsjoin jo side Jayio ple BUnoo] ‘Uosie
Jo a3eds jusda4 ay1 o1 paf ey sasnes ay3 jo sidadse
12 5goid o1 Aunbu| jo Uoissiuwos [eRUapisadd oY1
‘WaD—Auowuey pue ssead [elolrel 4o Uojiowosd sy J1oj
PUE 93UsJolA jo Uoiiessas sy Joj Jakeid jo Aep e se g7
1sn2ny ‘Aepting sAlasqo o1 sYlie} [[e jo siUalaype Uodn
pafles Aepiajsed sispes| snoiBi[ey ‘o [ewtol awnsad
PUe 3oeq 398 031 Jea) Ul sawoy 413l 1J9] oYM saandeA
3senbas o3 spew oq plnom suops 13 pies sadanos
[epigo {swoy Uinlay ol paxeos 8q 03 ale sqingns ay3
pUe oguofon U1 sawoy woay sasnoeAy ~A13linod ay3 Oi
A3nwe [ednwiwos Ysi[qeisa-ad 03 s301A135 J194) pUaixs 01
SU0|339s aAlssaBoud [[e ple suadjiom syl Todn paf[=d sey
4nogeT jo Tonjetspay Uo[han ayy ~Aepiaisak pies sadinos
Ansiuly @dUsjeq pussjaam sy3 Aq [ewdlol ag pjnom
stonipios jely padoy sem 1 pUe Ai3Unos 2y 3noysd
-NoJy3 K[qEJap!on: SUjses vJdam stolslia| "PIEs sa2unos
[B1240 ‘silloAs jUedad Aq pawaefe ojdoad ay1 23Uapl
=U0> sJoisad o3 Buidjay £q as1At9s Uewoak pauriojiad
$31UN asay) ‘stolesado !(1!Jn:|as Jiayl U) sadlau9s pawae
pUe 2dijod 2y Fupsisse’ sfym ‘Aepusasaf Uonesado
ol awed S| oquwiofon aYl noYySnodyy suun
23Uzja] JesnunjoA Ueilia) oy Aeme Uappiy loo] slow
papiaik JAEY l[o4 pUe plewwon [enyla) .(LUJV ayl
Aq stopeisdo pauiquuos ‘[euiol 3UWEIaq 15t} 39 O3
pawiodas aue sUoi3plod oyl ple Uoigad [el1llad ay3 wo.y
paiiodas Usaq aAey sytap)sli) op *s3y3ij Uofeny Jiy To
oquiojon wouj eljjer 01 [9AR.3 01 BUj3lem Uosiad Aue pue
sea3njal o3 panssi SUiaq adsm EUger o) sisdPI3 89d4
"@oUs[olA aim palsieadys sployasnol jo Uopaazoad aya
40} sdnosn pooyunoqyZiap, wdoj o3 Papiasp Jieyd
33 U1 ssai3lion Isiyppng Uo[A=a7) [y 3U=2pisaid ‘alBpIem
-elng eielag Jis yam aw yolym Adouwriey [etojien
40} sannwwon sUsziiin) sy ‘seddnos A1dnaas o1 30)
~PJ023E paseaad assm Apuey 1e Uopntsiap asnoy Japln
pade[d Usaq Jaifues pey oym sUosdad jo Jaquinti & S[iym
-UB3W [s913iAd0e 3Uadad Jjpy? inoge siUafunsuy Sung
-do3 8muoisanb pasliswiwos Aepiaisak QD oy ‘sanai
oges Uo yosjem daay pie Uonesipap pue Auasilis yaim
A3np 419y waopiad pinoys sisdiom [[e asodind 143 Jo}
*IMBWIIBAGE aly1 JO Yodew pUBAIO) Y3 I9NI3sGo 03 Usul
~4atay Jjsyz pue sUonoe} jeannijod pRie=jep Xq Pauoaey
Aoeuydsuo [elopet-pite su3 1EMUI 01 SPA[ESWRYL 231UN
03 way3 paun osfe sey sy ‘saduadopip £339d [jE pays o3
Sd3xlom mollaj pUe sisquiaw si| [[e o3 pajeadde sey.Uon

3[3{Ue.iynDyuD] 14§

LL6] ‘L1 sequindss ‘INNGML

-edapay Uoiun sped] [eUolIEN 2IAJ3S 21[qNd Byl jo AJe3
~8423g [e1aU25) 3y 'edeyia 9yl puUe L39jes s|Y gujpaefea
stosiad Smugisop Aq pajenadid sfnownd 3sfe} Paiuap
Aesasaf miapeUren ‘eieyip edospegen eUeing a8yl jo
Ayzedipeseyip ay) *siySi Uewny Joy 3109dsad ple Suipley
-s4opUn [emnw  Uo paseq shsUasod [eanijod & spJemol
J4om o3 pUe slosiad juad0Ull jo Ajiadosd pUe saAl]
J0 sso| 218e41 al1 Joj s[qisUodsar Usaq sBy Yojym adUa]
-olA malose Apuetswiad poe L]sisjdwod o3 senilinw
-wod e jo afdoad sy Hodn Juies 1UawIEIS B PINSS]
9ABY oquio[o) Ul sdap[e [iwe} 3JUsHiWO.I] -Aizunon
ayy W sy f[e 03 J33sitil) Pood oyl wody Aepiaisal
N0 Wam syiwied osayl anss| 01 stonanasd (Antnod
syl jo 3ued Aue U sApesado-0d Jo 10INGLISIP Pooy
pasuolyine Aue wouy stojied Apj@am 4oyl medp o1 Wwayl
S[qella o3 sesllequmisip sys BULNP sjoog Uoipes .jayl
Pade[dsip .o 3so] sAey oym stosdad [[& 03 panss BUiag
aqe  sywdad pooy [ededs 47 1SNDNY ‘AVAly¥d

‘g—3sanbaa
Ume Jiayy 32 elyer o1 3Uas SUlaq sue s[lwe] *salsjeq jo
Ansimyy ay3 wi[eppe Ue 03 2Hpaoddy ‘gr—iequisidsg
Ul Jematad Joj dn sawod 3doed apeil eyUe] Lig-olg
3yl Uaym Jeak 3xall eUjyD woay 2214 jo sUol 0OO‘00T Jo
aseyasnd ay3 Joj 938110831 03 paidadxa ) eyUeT 14§ ‘IUaw
-iaAo8 2yl £q Joj paies [le s338njad 0p0'y Aesu spuey
41843 U aARY [[13s sai3aoyane ayy ‘Uoigas ApUey ayz Uy
[eulioU paldodas ssam suollPlios Aep pliodas sy mﬂ
‘S[@3) 11 paddeiss aq plnoys Uonelodiod siyl ‘adld
9]qissod 1samo] ay3 3 awnslod 2yl o1 P[os s3onpoid s1
pUe Uoianpoud [[n} 18 psujesujew aq o3 sy A13snpl] ays3
J1 1s3[1IXe1 pasnjoeinuew A[[ed0] jo 3Ison YSiYy sy Joj
a[qistodsas Usaq sey Uoneiodiod saijddng BUIAESAA 243
‘A13snpu) Jjewsg jo Jsqueys BjUe] 11§ 3y3 03 JUIpiody
‘painqiisip pie paauild Ussq sey [[IqPUeY € JO WI0) 3yl
i Jugwaliels syy isndwed elyer ayy jo 3lo.dy sitapnig
sis13497 ay3 Aq penss| juswalels B skes ‘sndwes elyer
343 jo iuspnis e[eYylig a]3Uis B 03 sUOp sem WJeYy ou
pUe s1apnis e[eyulg ay3 Jaje padjoo] A1issaailin ay3 jo
snduwes eUyer sy3 punoJe sinoqysieu ple sjuapnjs Jiwe |
ayl -‘ns—eUper o3 oguiojon wody Ureal 1A [BL 9yl
U s9338njed Q57 pIrloass Aepasisaf [pUuostad Aw.e
Jo wean vy ‘Aepsan) Uo oY) pue SUPEaIq 25noy jo Ises
e yum UYonoaulos Uy adijod edelilacq syz Aq Lpoisna
o3l  Uey sipadsns 2Al) 2yl SUowe aJam sIU3Zinsm
pasesjas sady) -e[inpeg U1 22UsjolA jO 3Eaiqino 3yl
Zuimof[o} @5WiAoad BAM Ul Apoisna 03Ul Uadjes Usaq aAey
5. DY| [edoAss FUWipnpUl slosiad goz 42AQ ‘apisino ple
sode[dylom Jy3 U AUouriey [eUnwiwiod ysiqeiss o3
pleMio) SWod aAey saydolelq pUe stiollUn =ped) Uone
-dodio) pUe a31Alag 2ljqng "Bujliiow 1$e] jo sanoy Aes
2ys W eaue fylleys djueq [eteD syl Uo pies 3LI!Ua1L|3![
© pa1anpliod oym adifod anemelapp 24z Aq Bupoo] jo
seBieyd Uo Apoisno o3l) Usdjel aiam Uewiom & SUipnpui
stosiad Ua) ‘Aepiersed neaing pnedd oquuojor ays £q
Pajsalle alom siWswnoop padio} Supnposd Aq Uon
-ejodion) s[eldalel) SWIpling 3yl wod} spoog aseysind
01 paidwaize oym sidosd jo dnouE y ‘Sunoo] pue
ooUs[oiA jo a3eds sy1 puiysq aq 01 pajoadsns ase ogm
(storelidstion [eanijod, aya UmMop >joell 01 sUopediIsaAl]
Panlintios adi[od 2yl jo UolsiAlg $901ALSS 22UaZ|[[eal]
ay1 se 2dUe[[IaAlns Jopun paseld Usaq aABY oYym asoyl
8Uoue 3JaMm siedoneaing Jawdoj pUe soopjjod Supjued
Y31y Tessag “pgi—Aofus Apesute Loy siystiag ayl o3
Uopppe Ui [aUlostad 251jod [[E 03 UaAlE aq pinom Aep Jad
B1IX3 g "SYy Jeyl padunoUlie Lig4 ay| eUye[ 0} aAea] 03
3UeM oYM saaBnjal asoll Joj eliger o1 s1y3iy [eidads |g
3eiado 01 syUswaBlelse apew sey Uojken Jiy *Builiow

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



§r1 Lanka Chronicle

by the present disturbances in the country to obtain
their rations are now being worked out by the govern-
ment—SU. Except for the Trincomalee and Batticaloa
districts where the curfew was from 6 p.m. last
evening to 6 a.m. this morning, the curfew was in
operation from 8 p.m. last night to 4 a.m. this morning
—VK. There was a large crowd gathered at the KKS
pier to receive the refugees who were taken by ship;
this was because nobody knew who would be on the
ships. About 2 a.m. this morning some shops near the
bus stop were op fire and efforts made Lo put it out were
of no use. In the Vavuniya district 14 villages were set
on fire and burnt and over a hundred families have escap-
ed tosafety. In the town itself, over i5 large shops and
many small ones were looted and burnt-EN. The Minister
of Health has discovered that while there was a shortage
of ayurvedic drugs in the country, Rs. 30 lakhs worth

of ayurvedic drugs were rotting inside the Ayurvedic

Drugs Corporation Stores—DW.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28: A luxury yacht-building
industry, that will involve a preduction cost of Rs. 50
million a month once the factory is in full gear has got
off the ground in a Sri Lanka Air Force owned World
War 2 hangar at Malay Cove, Trincomalee. The Indian
PM has said that there is no reason for public opinion
in India to be perturbed over the incidents in Sri Eanka,
according to agency reports. Fourteen envoys are due
to return to Sri Lanka by the end of the year on comple-
tion of t heir terms of office; another will return by the
end of January, while two others announced their in-
tentions to resign earlier. The curfew was operative
between 9 p.m. last night and 4 a.m. today islandwide
except in Jaffna; official sources expressed satisfaction
about the law and order situation throughout the
country and said that normalcy was being restored;
the number of incidents reported had been few, the
sources said. The Minister of Transport has placed be-
fore the government a blueprint for placing the CTB
on an entirely new footing; it envisages the establish-
ment of seven regional autonomous boards in the seven
regions the CTB now envelopes. A large copsignment
of onions has been airlifted from laffna on the instruc-
tions of the Minister of Trade arid will be available for
sale from today. The exodus of refugees which began a
few days ago was a land, sea and air operation on ascale
rarely seen in Sri Lanka before—S0. The PM has wel-
comed the initiative of the Citizen’s Committee for
National Harmony in devising measures for easing ten-
sion within the community and in helping to solve some
of the problems that haye arisen in the present crisis.
The government has taken action to ensure adequate
supplies of food and fuel not only to the North but also
to other parts of the country according to official sources.
The Sub-Committee set up by the Citizen’s Committee
for National Harmony to assist refugee camps appealed
to the public for donations of food, clothes and toys
The situation in Batticaloa appears to be returning to-
normal after the strike of bank, mercantile and govern-
ment employees last Thursday and Friday in protest
agaipst certain sections of police personmnel earlier in
the week, according to Army personnel; in Colombo
the situation was almost normal yesterday except for
some mopping up operations by the security foces who
were rounding up criminal elements; over 190 IRC’s and
other criminal elements were rouned up during the
past three days insome parts of Colombo; Tamil refugees
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in the camps at St. Sylvester’s and Trinity Colleges and
the Ampitiyaseminary were moving to the Teacher’s
Training College at Polgolla yesterday. The MP for Mihin=-
tale has given notice of the motion in the NSA that early
action should be taken with a view to granting an
ampesty to those connected with the incidents of
April 1971 who are still supposed to be in hiding so as
to enable them to come into the open society without
fear. Mr. Nissanka Wijeyaratne is thefirst Diyawadane
Nilame to have conducted the Kandy Esala Perahera
according toa schedule under a curfew—ST. The Cabinet
has given approval to a series of far-reaching consti-
tutional amendments to be presented in the NSA by
the next month. The death-toll as a result of the current
wave of violence have risen to 105; this figure includes
looters who have been shot by the security personnel;
according to police officials nearly 3,000 persons have
been arrested for charges varying from curfew violence,
murder, looting and arson; these suspects are remanded
in the country’s |3 remand prisons; a large quantity
of stolen goods and valuables have been recovered by
the police from various parts of the island. Over 25,000
persons are now lying in refugee camps in the country
awaiting evacuation after last week’s outbreak of vio-
lence. Very few incidents have been reported through-
out the country yesterday and the general situation
is well under control; the security forces were mostly
engaged in flushing out operations resulting in large
quantities oflooted goods being recovered. The People’s
Bank has agreed to giveloans to those persons who wish
to purchase mechanised boats for the purpose of fishing
WK, The government is working out a rehabilitation
scheme for all those estate workers and other people
in the hill country who have been affected by the recent
spate of trouble and who have been driven away from
home. The free Air services for refugees has been sus-
pended f rom yesterday. Sources connected to the
PM have said that it is very likely that he would assume
duties as President of the Republic. After a week
the town was returning to normal; early yesterday
morning right in the midst of the town, 25 shops were
set on fire and gutted, and so all other shops closed;
following this, the co-ordinating officer of the area has
contacted the government and requested them to re-
move the curfew in Jaffna. A team from the defence
Ministry will visit Jaffna this evening in an air force plane
to investigate the fire which had broken out the 'da'y
before yesterday—EN.
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FOR THE RECORD

ON THE COMMUNAL
CONFLAGARATION

Compensate victims of
racial violence too

—Piater

“The Communist Party demands
that the Governments’ decision
to compensate victims of the vio-
lence experienced in the first few
days after the geperal election
should be extended so that victims of
communal viclence could also be
compensated’, General Secretary of
the Communist Party, Mr. Pieter
Keuneman said on Sunday when
he addressed a conference of the
Communist Party branch secretaries
at Cotta Road. He said “the com-
munal violence of the past few
days can only evoke feelings of
shame and alarm among all who
value the good name of Sri Lanka.

“The Government's handling of
the situation had been far from
satisfactory. Some of the Govern-
ment actions and most of its studied
inaction seemed to be dictated
more by partisan political consi-
deration rather than its duty to
maintain public peace and security.
Certain actions, such as placing
persons under so-called ““house ar-
rest”, appeared to have no basis in
law.”

Mr. Keuneman said that no one
should imagine that opce violence
subsided, normality would be res-
tored. Unless energetic action was
taken now to solve the fundamental
questions underlying the errup-
tion of communal violence, there
was a grave danger that a situation
such as existed in Northern Ireland
or in Cyprus would become ‘“nor-
mality” "in Sri Lanka.

It was also not epough, for the
Government merely to reiterate
its intention to summon an all-
parties conference. It had the
clear duty, before such a conferepce
was summened, to set out its own
specific proposals on how the prob-
lem of communal relations could
be solved, so that other parties
and the people as a whele could
consider those proposals. Only the
ULF had made specific proposals
on this matter, which were set
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out in its election manifesto, Those
proposals provided the last hope
of solving the problem through
negotiation.

“Sending Tamil refugees to the
North and Sinhalese refugees down
South was only a temporary means

of giving both a sense of security. -

However, more and more frequent
repetitions of this, without a real
attempt at ap overall political settle-
ment, would only help to increase
support for the erroneous demand
that Sri Lanka should be divided
into separate states.'

Mr. Keuneman said all who wan-
ted a United Sri Lanka to coptinue
should guarantee that all its citi-
zens, irrespective of race, should
have the right to live and work
peacefully and without fear in any
part of the country.

—Ceylon Daily News
—27/8/77.
* *

Problems of Tamiis
must be solved: Pring

Mr. Prins Gunasekera (former
MP for Habaraduwa), General Sec-
retary of the Sri Lanka Vimukthi
Balavegaya in a statement, yester-
day said that the Government
should evolve a quick selution to
the problems facing the Tamils.
He states that the Sinhala people
were not against the just grievances
of the Tamils being redressed,

The present Government, he
states, has won the confidence
of the Sinhalese 'and the Tamils
and had a good opportunity to
evolve courageous apd honest steps
to solve this problem. Mr. Guna-
sekera also states that the recent
incidents which followed ap event
at a carnival in Jaffna has taken a
communal turn. They were however
grateful that certain steps taken
by the Government helped to
prevent mass destruction of life
and property. They would also
thank the religious organisations
and other volunteers who came
forward to protect the lives of the
Tamil speaking people.

They should all now strive to
evolve a just solution to prevent
such communal disturbances which
had occurred thrice in the past
20 years. Upto now only temporary
adjustments have been made with-
out finding a permanent solution
to the problems. No Government
could henceforth turn a blind eye
to this problem. The previous

For A United Srl Lanka

Government after winning 120
seats could have solved the problem.
However the leaders of the former
government were not much worried
about pational problems.

Mr. Gunasekera calls upon the
Government to stop the evacua-
tion of Tamils to the North and
the Siphalese from the Nerth to
the other parts of the country.
By that step the authorities were
only unwittingly helping in the
creation of a Tamil Eelam. He
added that the Tamil residents
outside the North should be af-
forded police and armed services
protection with the co-operation
of the Siphalese people in the
areas,

—Ceylon Daily Mirror
—28/8/77

# *

Recent events must
make TULF leaders
think again

-Ceylon Communist Party

The Ceylon Communist Party hopes
that the recent tragic events would
make the TULF leaders think again,
say: the General Secretary of the
Party Mr. N. Sanmugathazan in a
press release izsued yesterday. The
following are excerpts from the release.

“The political bureau of the
Ceylon éol‘nmunist Party, which
met on the 27th instant, reviewed
the unfortunate direction which
events in the couptry had takep
during the past two weeks. What
started as a  copfroptation bet-
ween the police and a section of
the people in Jaffna has beep turn-
ed into another communal holo-
caust, second only to the [958
events by designing communal poli-
ticians on both sides and by the
excesses committed by the police
in the North as well as their refusal
to take stern and immediate actiop
against offenders of the law in the
South.

“While. a detailed examination
of the causes that led to these ugly
events must await more time,
we cannot gloss over some of the
inflammatory speeches made in this
connection. The speeches of TULF
leaders have lacked statesmapship.
Equally regrettable is the fact that
the SLFP leader did not use the
platform of the State Assembly
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For The Record

to condemn racial violence. The
Ceylon Communist Party reminds
the working class and revolutionary
movement that it is always the
first victim when communalism
rears its ugly head and therefore
calls upon it to fight back with all
its strength every attempt to incite
commupalism and to protect all
minorities living i their midst
as a sacred task apd thus slowly
lay the basis for restoring the
shattered natiopal unity.

“As a party that has consistently
opposed the demand for a separate
state for the Tamils, we hope that
the recent tragic events would
make the TULF leaders think again.
But we also call upon the Gov-
ernment to help in this process
by granting the just demands of
the Tamily minority and thereby
restore national unity.”

—Ceylon Daily News
28/8/77

= ®

CP (ML) decries
violence

The Communist Party of Sri Lanka
in a press release has condemned
the recent incidents of viclence and
has called upon the working class
and all patriotic forces to categori-
cally reject the path taken by anti-
people efements. The full
the release signed by Mr. H. L. K.
Karawita, member of the Secretariat
of the Party reads:—

“The present communal distur-
bapces and the resulting mindless
acts of plunder, assault, looting
and arson are imimical to the in-
terests of the working people and
the broad masses of Sri Lanka.
They are yet a further manifesta-
tion of similar acts of vapdalism
and terrorism which erupted in
the aftermath of the recent elec-
tions. The Communpist Party of
Sri Lapka (Marxist-Leninist) calls
upon the working class and all
patriotic foces to categorically re-
ject the path taken by these anti-
people elements.

“Despite occasional differences
the Sinhala and Tamil speaking
peoples in our country have lived
together in harmony and close co-
operation for centuries. Isolated
conflits such as the present one,
have failed to drive a wedge bet-
ween the working peoples of the
various communities. he events

text of

now taking place are pot in the
interests of the working class and
are harmful to the forging of unity
among the working people, irres-
pective of languages and religions.
“History has shown that com-
munalism and terrorism have with-
out exception helped the forces
of reaction to consolidate them-
selves by causing divisions among
the exploited masses. In Third
World countries like ours, which
are under the heel of neocoloni-
alism communalism, is heightened
by the failure to solve the day to
day problems of the people.
“The CP (ML) draws the atten-
tion of both the Siphala and Tamil
speaking peoples to the dangers
inherent in the division of the
country. The unity and territorial
integrity of our country must be
resolutely maintained so that the
interests of all the communities
will be served. If these fissiparous
tendencies continue there is the
even greater danger that foreign
powers may use our temporary
differences to gain a strangiehold
over the country to further their
own selfish ends. This is not the
time to lay blame or find scape-
goats. We appeal to the working
masses to oppose these anti-people
developments and help in the
efforts to reconstruct the base
unity among all the people of our
island home.”
—Ceylon Daily News
28/8/77

* %

Thwart anti-national
plot by defeated
factions

—TU federation appeals
to members

The General Secretary of the Public
Service National Trade Unicn Fede-
ratien, Mr. Douglas Abeydeera, has
appealed to all ity members and
fellow workers to shed all petty dif+
ferences. He has also urged them
to unite themselves to thwart the
anti-national conspiracy hatched by
defeated political factions and their
henchmen to cbstruct the forward
march of the Government. For this
purpose all workers should perform
their ‘duty with sincerity and dedi-
cation and keep watch on saboteurs.

The fellowing is the full text of the
meszage:— e

The UNP Government headed
by the Prime Minister Mr, 3. R.
Jayewardene has within one mopth
of assuming office taken several
noteworthy measures for the com-
mon benefit of the masses. Just
as the Government got down to
the task of redseming its pledges
to the people, unfortunate incidents
have erupted in several parts
of the country. As a result of va-
rious false rumours inhuman acts
of sabotage looting and harmful
acts are taking place upder the
guise of communalism.

It is evident that a certain group
of people are trying to create dis-
sension 2nd trouble at Govern-
ment departments and work places
on the pretepce of communalism.
The attempt made by some de-
feated political parties with the
concurrence of state officials and
Trade union leaders loyal to them
to create trouble by misleading and
instigating workers can be identi-
fied as 2 conmspiracy to obstruct
the forward march of the UNP
Government and sabotage the
speedy plans it hoped to imple-
ment for the welfare of the masses.

Already these acts have occurred
in some Government departments
and workplaces. Instead of resort-
ing to unpatriotic and wasteful
activities, the working class which
desires national prosperity. has
given a massive victory to the _
United MNational Party to overcome
the oppression and untold suffer-
ing experienced during the past
period. :

The UNP Government headed
by the Prime Minister Mr. J. R.
layewardene is ever ready to work
for the bepefit of the common
masses. In order to epable the
Government to perform that task,
the working class should lend its
unstinted co-operation. The only
way we could achieve our common
ambition is by helping this Govern-
ment, which commands our full
confidence to speed up its march
forward. -

We should never allow room
for the conspiracy hatched by
opportunist political factions who
have already brought natiopal des-
truction. VWe should never allow
them to raise their heads once again.
You should also keep a close
surveillance on those Government
servants who are trying to obstruct
the Government by being pawns
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in the hands of defeated political
factions.

We therefore appeal to all sec-
tions of the working class to re-
solve to destroy this anti-national
conspiracy by shedding all racial,
class, caste, and other petty differ-
ences and uniting to perform each
one’s part of duty with sincerity
and dedication.

#* *

More religious bodies,
TUs appeal for peace
and amity

More religious institutions, wel-
fare organisations and trade upions
yesterday appealed to all concer-
ned to co-operate with the Gov-
ernment in resorting law and order
and to give assistance to those ip
need of care and protection.

‘FOSTER BROTHERLY FEELING FOR
CONUNTRY'S PROGRESS',

The Ven. Hadigalle Panna-
tissa Mahanayake Thera, Chief
High Priest of Bharata in a message
says: “If there are any shortcomings
or problems between the Sinhalese
and the Tamils these should be dis-
cussed and settled by peaceful
negotiations. Hence a]l of us in
this little island should foster bro-
therly feelings for the progress
of our country. This is my kind
appeal to all.”

The Christian Workers' Fel-
lowship appealed to all Trade
Unions and progressive forces in
the country to take all possible
action to deal with the latest threat
to the unity of the people. The
statment said “The  Fellowship
warns the working people in parti-
cular that racism can only divide
them and divert attention from
their real problems and thus stren-
gthen the hand of reaction in the
country. It appeals not only to
Christians but to all men of good-
will regardless of race and reli-
gion to join together purposefully
in resisting these cowardly attacks
and in affording relief to the vic-
tims."’

The Union of Baptist Churches
of Sri Lanka unanimously pledged
at its annual copference its loyalty
to the Prime Minister and the
-Government and decided to pray
for the success of the Prime Minis-
ter's efforts to create a just and
righteous society.

The Catholic Union of Sri
Lanka has appealed to all citizens
to co-operate with the government
in restoring law and order. A press
release issued by Mr. A. G. O. Perera,
Acting President of the Union said:
“An important step in this direc-
tion is to take positive action in
each one’s neighbourhood to inspire
confidence and to allay fears. We
also urge all citizens to refrain
from careless talk and the spgeading
of rumours. Let them also avoid
being misled by rumours.”

The Secretary of the Ceylon
National Integration Society
Mr. U. L. M. Farcok in a state-
ment said : “If we do not settle
the vifferences which arise among
ourselves peacefully and in a spirit
of an integrated nation, it is we and
our children who are going to
suffer in future. Therefore in our
own interest and in the interest
of our motherland, sooner the pre-
sent tension and violence come to
an end better it is for all. We ap-
peal to all to think and act in terms
of common interest and use all
their inpfluence to bring the pre-
sent calamity to a halt.”

The Lions International Dis-
trict 306 (Sri Lanka) has made
an appeal to all Liops, Lion Ladies
and Leos to help in the efforts
to bring peace to the country.
Following is the full text of the
statement: “‘It is with a deep sense
of responsibility that | appeal to
all Lions, Lion Ladies and Leos to
help in the efforts to bring Peace
to our beloved land. In so doing
we will only be exemplifying our
commitment to promote unders-
tanding among peoples. Itis witha
justifiable sense of pride that | pay
tribute to those Lions and Liop
Ladies who have already played
an active role in helping the help-
less victims of this terrible tragedy.
I am glad that we were able to help
with a large consignment of clothes
(over 1000 garments). May | there-
fore appeal once again to all the
Lions Family to contact the State
Officers in their area and offer
their services so that Peace could
come sooner. It was also suggested
at a conference of representatives
of voluntary service organisations
in greater Colombo area conve-
ned by the Inspector General of
Police, that clubs in the area should
contact the Superintendents of
Police and offer their assistapce.

Mr. Abdul W. M. Ameer
President of the International
Islamic Institute in a message
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states:— “‘At an emergency meeting
of the International Islamic Insti-
tute it was decided to make an
urgent appeal for commupal ac-
cord and harmopny and for the
restoration of peaceful conditions
in our beloved country.

“It is the duty of the Muslims
to play their historic role as peace-
ful mediators to bring about better
understanding between the major
communities. It wzs further decided
that an appeal be made to the lea-
ders of all commupities to make
a concerted effort to settle the
outstanding disputes and differen-
ces among them.

“We wish the Prime Minister
Mr. J. R. Jayewardene and his
Cabinet all success in his valiant
efforts to restore normalcy and
set Srilanka on the road to pros-
perity.

Mr. C, V. Velupillai, Adminis-
trative Trustee, National Uni-
on of Workers said “At this
moment of national crisis it is
heartening to note that organisa-
tions and public spirited indivi-
duals have come forward to assist
the government and the law ep-
forcing authorities in the speedy
restoration of peace and harmony”.

The Sri Lanka Jaycees have
appealed to the youth in particular
and the public in general to co-
operate with the authorities and
help restore law and order. It
would be clear to any citizen that
what is happening in the country
is resulting in a loss to everyone
in some way or the other. Thus,
it is in the interest of every citizen
to make even the smallest possible
contribution to help restore nor-
malcy in refraining from spreading
or believing rumours.”

The General Secretary of the
UNESCO, Mr. Sri Lal Caldera
on behalf of the youth of this coun-
try, appealed to all communities
to foster peace and harmony for
the general good of the country.

The Ceylon Federation of
Labour has appealed to all pro-
gressive sections to exert them-
selves to re-establish conditions of
communal amity in this country.
It has urged the formation of peace
committees in all work places and
in the neighbourhoods to provide
protection to all.

Ceylon Daily News
27/8/77
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From Our Readers

LETTERS

ON AND ABOUT
VIOLENCE

Wanted A New
Approach

Sir,

| refer to an Appeal signed by
several Tamil citizens which had
appeared in your journal. | have
no doubt about the genuiness and
sincerity of their words. But | fear
that Statements and Appeals such
as these could lead to a further
worsening of the present situation.
For they start off by saying that
the Sinhalese and Tamils have lived
together in peace for centuries.
It would be correct to say that
the Sinhalese and Tamils have lived
together for the last few decades
with the Tamils occupying the status
of a frustrated second class citi-
zenship, denied at all times natural
justice, with periodic eruptions of
violence such as the one happening
now. No less an authority than the
present Prime Minister has ad-
mitted this. Apnd every signatory
of this Appeal can from personal
experience vouch that Tamils in
this generation are being treated
as second class citizens. By Appeals
such as this they are asking for
the status quo to be maintained
whereby the Tamils in every part
of the Island are to be pushed
around, bullied, ill treated, pre-
vented from securing. employment,
patronised, depied legitimate pro-
motions and aspirations, and the
protection of their persons and
property‘

The accentuation of the situ-
ation can be dated from the time
that sole prominence was given
to the Sinhala language and con-
tinued with inoreasing emphasis
by every Goverpmept since. The
fact that some Tamils accepting this
situation have by hard work, thrift,
competing In public examinations
and by merit been able to secure
good employment and property
in predeminantly Sinhala areas
should not blind one to these hard
facts. In more recent times dis-
crimination against the Tamils has
affected them in every field of
endeavour, excepting ameng those
Tamils who for one reason or ano-

I3

ther were prepared to join
with the

up
predominant Sinhalese

politicians to obtain the patronage

and favour of the State.

The truth is that this Island is
populated by communal minded
citizens and that beneath a thin
veneer of reasopablepess and tole-
rance there is a hard core of what
has passed upder the term ‘‘racial”
prejudice. How else can one ac-
count for the fact that within hours
of the “Reichstag Fire” in the Baz-
aar at Jaffna, all over the Island pock-
ets of plunder and violence erupted
quickly and became widespread
unless there was a constantly sim-
mering cauldron of ‘‘racial’’ enmity
waiting for some event to boil
over. Disgruntled political oppor-
tunists and criminal elements may
have taken advantage of the prevail-
ing unrest, but they could have
done so only if the general peace
loving population allowed them
or turped a blind eye to what was
so obvious at their front door-
steps.

| have heard a Sinhalese describe
how in the City of Colombo of a
number of Sinhalese families living
in a cluster down one of the streets
having an isolated Tamil family
living right in the cepter, during
this curfew in broad daylight with
al]l these families watching from the
front gates, a mob enter this single
household and pillage and plunder
it and then walE out as  brazeply
as they entered in with every
article in the house. “Did you,"”
1 asked, “‘or any other of the num-
ber that were watching offer even
a token of protest, however in
effectual it may have been, against
this act of lawlessness committed
in front of your very eyes?’ To
which there was no reply.

| was discussing recent events
with a Sinhala colleague when he
said that one of the solytions to
the present tension would be to
restrict Tamils to 209 of all Univer-
sity admissions in keeping with
their proportion in the country’s
population. To which | replied then
that 209 only of the country's
conservancy labourers should be
Tamil. He accused me of being
facetious, but when | went on to
add that then 209 of the national
investment should be directed to-
wards the Tamil speaking areas and
that 209, of the Ambassadors and
High Commissioners, Corporation
Chairmen and Directors, Bank Chair-
men and that every fifth Inspector

‘and Mavy Chief,

General of Police, Army, Air Force
Chief lustice,
Governor of the Central Bank,
President of the Nation and even
Prime Minister must be a Tamil,
he agreed that this would be rea-
sonable and logical, but he won-
dered whether he would accept or
tolerate such a position.

This is what | mean by “racial”
prejudice, where the “ratiopal”
mind will always be overruled by
the dark upcomprehending pas-
sion of bigotry. So when the poli-
tical arm of the Tamils, the TULF
(and there should be no mistake
made about this, the TULF speaks
for the Tamils irrespective of
whether all the Tamils voted for
the TULF or not, just as much as
Mr. J. R. Jayewardepa rightly says
that he is the Prime Minister of
the whole nation including those
who voted for the SLFP) makes a
statement it must be listeped care-
fully and not labelled as inflammatory
out of hand. As Amirthalingam
pointed out when the Sinhalese
tallk of their rights this is termed
nationalism; but when the Tamils
talk of their similar rights this is
termed communalism and inflam-
matory.

The myth that speeches of the
TULF members especially Amirtha-
lingam's are the sole cause of the
present commupal problem, a rea-
son assiduosly trotted out by
very many Sinhalese including

Protect Our Tamil Brothers
Buddhist Prelate Appeals

The Ven Kotugoda Dhamma-
wasa Nayake Thera, Chief Ip-
cumbent of the Sri Dharma-
palaramaya, Mount Lavinia and
Patron of the Sinhala-Tamil
Friendship Association, -has ap-
pealed for better understanding
and closer friendship between
the Sinhala Buddhists apd their
Tamil Brothers.

In a statment issued yesSter-
day the Nayake Thera said Sin-
ha{a Buddhists and Tamils
should work together to foster
peace at this critical moment
facing the country. He appealed
to members of the Association
to do everything possible to
foster better understanding bet-
ween the two communities and
to provide protection and assis-
tance to the refugees.

—Sun, 26/8/77
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several members of the UNP
has been demolished by re-
cent events in Puttalam where the
violence is between the Siphalese
and Muslims (not to mention the
Puttalam deaths under the SLFP
regime). These acts of violence cap-
- not possibly be refated to TULF
speeches. And what about the [915
and 1958 riots when there was po
talk of Eelam. When Amirthalin-
gam speaks of the desire of the
Tamils to live as free citizens able
to coptrol their own destinies ip
the light of their cultural and reli-
gious traditions without fear or
favour and achieve their innate
potential then this legitimate cry
from the heart must be heeded if
we are talking of Democracy, Fair-
play and Justice.

Mr. J. R. Jayewardene as all of
us agree is an honourable man
and when he says that he wishes
to setile the Tamil problem we
know he means it. But he is only
one man and mortal at that. Even
if he were to make arrangements
today that were satisfactory to all,
suppose for one reason or apother
he was no longer in power tomor-
-row, who would honour the pro-
mises! Or even if this UNP Gov-
ernment with its massive majority
changes the present conpstitution
to satisfy the Tamils what is there
to prevent the next Government
with a possible bigger majority
undoing and taking away those
provisions which seek to give all
citizens equal rights and opportu-
nities in the life of this country.
All this has been pointed out time
and again by the several Tamil
leaders during this century and
very ably dsbated by the TULF
in the elections. The simple truth,
as recent events so very clearly
point out, is that the Tamils cannot
stake their whole future op the
promises of the Siphalese people
as a whole, leave alone the good
faith of an isolated or single person.

This must therefore lead to the
formation of some system whereby
the Tamils have the fullest say in
the control of their destiny within
the shores of this island. By eva-
cuating Tamils te the Nerthern
and Eastern Provinces for their
safety this Goyernment like all
other previous Governments has
acknowledged these areas to be
Tamil. By definition a Tarsil area
is also a place where a Tamil can
live in peace without being assaul-
ted and killed by a Sinhalese civi-
lian for communal reasons with
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or without Police or Military sup-
port. How much more blood has
to be shed before a new approach
to communal problems is adopted?

D.C.
Colombo.
10 September, 1977
£:3
Get Back
Sir,
Reference your notebook ap-

pearing in your issue of 27.8.77,
let it be clearly understood that
the majority of the Tamils living
in the Northern and Eastern pro-
vinces have voted to separate from
the rest of the island. We are re-
questing the 58% Tamils living
in the Sinhalese areas to get back
to the Northern and Eastern pro-
vinces. Well, if they are not wil-
ling to do so, they are at liberty
to integrate with the Siphala peo-
ple and live with them for good.
Our decision to separate and form
the State of Tamil Eelam is irre-
vocable as successive Sinhala Goy-
ernments have compelled us to
arrive at this decision. This will
be achieved at any cost later if
not now. There is now no ques-
tion of looking back.

Who are these Tamil Residents
in Colombo who have issued an
appeal? They are not Tamils but
Sinhala Tamils with vested interests
in Sinhalese zreas. We are not
in the least concerned about them.
They have been issuing appeals
from time to time for the last 2|
years, but they have not succeeded
in preventing successive Sighala
Governments from discriminating
against the Tamils in every way
possible.

K. C. Adiapathan
“Advocate’s Lodge™
Valvettiturai,
31st Auguse 1977

Is Eelam The Correct
Answer ?

Sir,

Is Eelam the correct answer?
This is the question that is agitating
the minds of all right-thinking
Tamils most of whkem have been
living in Colombo and other areas
in peace and amity with members
of the other communities for a
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considerable peried of time, To
get a correct picture of the prob-
lem, that calls for sclution in the
interests of npational progress, it is
imperative that all should realise
that the democratic verdict of the
people in the General Elections
of July 21 was quite clear and un-
equivocal.

To say that the result was a land-
slide for the UNP would be a gross
understatement. It was a roering
tornado that relentlessly swept be-
fore its fury every other party
that coptested the electiors. The
UNP that got zalmost 7/8ths of the
seats in the NSA did pot have in
its manifesto the carving cut of a
separate Eelam state in the North
and East for the Tamil speaking
people.

Indeed it is the first article in
the UNP's creed that every citizen
of this country whatever his patio-
nakity, caste, creed or political
persuasion has the inherenmt right
to live in any part of the country
(from Dondra Head to Point Pedro)
in complete freedom and free from
fear, It is this too, that got for the
UNP a vast number of mignority
votes, which gave this party its
resounding victory. The Prime
Minister Mr, J. R. layewardene
has dedicated himself to epsure
that this is not merely an empty
political shibboleth or vote-catch-
ing slogay.

It is intriguing that the TULF
claims that its electoral victory
of a mere 17 seats in a 168 member
Assembly (and that only of the
Tamil spaking electorates of the
North) gives them a clear mandate
to divide the country by setting
up a separate state in the North
and the east! The Tamils residept
in the areas other thap the North
and East outnumber those who
voted TULF. It is hoped that the
TULF will even at this late hour
pull itself out of this nightmarish
morass.

Eelam could pay dividends as a
tongue-in-check “political slogap.
This has apparently captured the
imagination of the disgruntled apd
restless Tamil youth who propelled
the TULF to parliament.

These youths, like most youths .
in other parts of the country, have
been given an extremely raw deal
by the bungiing partisan policies
and programmes of the previous
goverpmernt. :

C. J. Anandappa
174, Hapugoda,
Kandana. August 31, 1977
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Another Rumour

Sir,

Your analysis of the recent com-
munal carpage Is exceptionally re-
alistic and should be read ‘and
digested by all Ceylonese.

However, | wish to place on
record yet apother rumour/gossip
currently gaining ground amongst
the middle class Tamilians. The
source will perhaps remain a mys-
tery as in the other in:tances.

The rumour is that, the UNP
was never genuinely interested in
solving the Minority problems.
It was only with the express pur-
pose of winning the Tamil votes
in the Sinhala areas they showed
some- anxisty about this problem.
Now that thzy have got a steam-
roller majority, they do not want
to de-stablise their political posi-
tion nor they wish to provide any
political lever to the SLFP. The
situation being so, the gossip ped-
dlers state that the current com-
munal carpage will be only a smoke
screen to the UNP's withdrawal
from their proclaimed position.

The believers of this hypothesis
believe that a section of the UNP
is behind the communal halozausts,
backed by a section of the press
and others. They argue that a sec-
tion of the press deliberately played
up the TULF leaders and focus-
sed public attention to their melo-
dramic statemsents and thereafter
proceeded to provide an easy solu-
tion to this problem.

P. Suntharalingam
Kantharmadam,
Jaffna.
30th August, 1977

i
Calling The Bluff

Sir,

The TULF leaders should be well
advised to read your comments
on the recent communal carnage.
Perhaps someopne should get a
Tamil translation of your article
for free circulation amongst the
Tamilian youths in Jaffpa, so that
the violent Iads behind the cadjan
curtain may realise the gravity of
the situation and behave themsel-
ves. 3

The recent loss of lives and pro-
perty is a small price for what
the Tamil lads are demanding.
To lamepnt over these incidences
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is hypocrisy and certain]{, the
Tamils should be thankful for the
majority community for the res-
traint manner in which they re-
acted, Look around the world for
recent happenings in other coun-
tries where similar demands were
made,

One has no alternative but to
wonder whether the Tamils are
credited with “‘morebrain’’ than
they have. Surely, they are not so
blind to the bold writing on the
wall. The change of their party's
name as “‘Liberation Front’” does
not make any difference. Tamils
are essentially peace loving cow-
ards. How can they fight a ‘Libera-
tion War" when a slightest noise
at their doorsteps makes them
shudder in fear and flee. How can
they defend their so called “home-
land"’ if they cannot get together
to resist a few thugs of their area,
Just imagipe them Tighting a ‘li-
beration war’ with an invading army
ha..ha..The terrine of thesir
“home-land'’ does not even afford
a secure hidding place when their
enemy decides to launch a land,
sea and air attack. Imagine the so
called “liberation army” with their
vertiess tucked up marching on
empty stomachs, even before they
laupch their attack, as they are
purely at the mercy of their
“enemy'’ for food and fuel supplies.

Brigadier Amir (don’t imagine
that you are Amin), it is high
time you call off your blufi. The
only fire power in your armoury
is' “Voice Bombs" which, when
deployed has everytime hurt your
own -men, more than your oppo-
nents. Brigadier Amir, blow your
bugle and command “right about
turn and march forward''. Don't
turn back to see whether anyone
is following you. 1 am sure there

will be none.
Anten Rasiah
“Shapthi Pura’"
Nuwara Eliya.
2nd September, 1977

L

Politicians And
Restraint

Sir,

All right thinking people of
this. country would unequivocally
condemn the cruel carnage in the
length and breadth of this country.
This sanguinary situation in the
country was partly aggravated by
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utterances of -the
politicians of both communities.

The present Government @nder
the able and wise leadership of Mr.
J. R. layewardepe, is earnestly
endeavouring to remedy the ills
that beset the Tamil community.
He and his Cabinet collegues
have admitted with conviction and
candour that grave injustices have
been perpetrated on the Tamil
community and the Tamils are
smarting under a genuine grie-
vance. They have also stated that the
solution to this difficult and deli-
cate problem is a necessary prelude
to a good, peaceful and efficient
secular Administration whichis the
beay ideal of any civilized Govern-
ment.

The SLFP has not expressed
any official disapproval or even
made an unfavourable comment
on the tangible steps taken by the
present Government to end this
perennial problem. The Left which
had so corybantically espoused the
cause of the Tamils, still adheres
firmly in principle to the indefea-
sibility of Tamil rights. This has
created a climate conducive to the
solution of all salient differences
between the two major communi-
ties that inhabit this island.

In this background the pronoun-
cements of - these politicians are
far from being propitious. The
refugee camps that depigrate the
beautiful city of Colombo, are
stark testimony to the tragic tho-
ughtlesspess apd tactlesspess of
these politicians.  The murder,

- mutilation, devastation and the in-
.effable and nightmarish anguish of

these upsuspecting victims so un-
wittingly caught in the coils of
assiopate hatred and undisguised
ust to loot is a grim reminder to
us all, This may haunt the halls of
deliberation and may tend to cloud
the atmosphere necessary for the
calm and dispassionate review of
the problem, There is evidence
that the baser elements in the
country after venting their aggres-
sive acquisitiveness against the
Tamils are now seeking fresh and
verdant patures. in the Muslim
meadows. This can escalate into a
national conflagration of unpre-
cedented magnitude.

Such future ipcidents can hams-
tring the Premier and other respon-
sible leaders from an objective
appraisal and an expeditious and
efiective. solution to the Tamil
impasse. /It is fervently hoped that
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the politicians would be more
circumspect in their expression
of their views on matters which
have ap emotional undertone.

C. Aruchuna
Thambasetty,
Point Pedro.
22.8.77

i

Post-Election Violence
Sir,

The Editor's Note Book on the
“Antomy of Violence' in the Tribune
of luly 30, [977, correctly stated
that post-election violence started
in March 1965. | think it should
be pertinent to consider why there
was Ssuch violence even though
on amild scale in March 1965 and
not before. It could not have been
due to the fact that the winning
party was the UNP thereby indi-
cating that the incidence of thug-
gery etc.,are more rampant among
the UNPers. If it were so there
should have been evep a milder
form of violence after the UNP
victory in March 1960, followed
probably by retaliation against the
UNPers in July 1960 after the SLFP
victory.

In my opinion post election vio-
lence of March 1965, if it could
properly be called violence—pro-
bably in contrast to Ahimsa and
Maitri as understood locally—was
the natural reaction of the victors
to their political victory, at the
General Election of March 1965
which confirmed the Electorates’
support of the victors’ constitu-
tional victory in the Parliament
over the famous motion of No
Confidence on 1964.12.03 the poli-
tical significance of which the de-
feated coalition government of the
SLFP and the LSSP refused to ac-
cept at first, by trying all possible
means—with fair and foul—like de-
monstrations by the supporters
of the LSSP and the SLFP who to
their party leader were “The Peo-
ple” to remain in power even after
their defeat in Parliament. Even
this mild violence cannot be con-
doned.

Post election violence of ap alarm-
ing degree last month, in my opi-
nion was also due to the fact that
over the last few years people have
inclined to be more violent in
nature, and have tended to behave
more like beasts than as humap

beings, impulsive and upable to
face defeat, Post election violence
was, | think, another aspct of a
major sociological problem.

Finally | consider that violence
was greater Iast month because
the majority of the victims from
the defeated parties by some st-
range coincidence or by design ap-
pear to have been ready for violence
than the victors—not the under-
world elements mentiond by you,

© who started largely for jubilation.

U. Nanda
Batticaloa,
12.8.1977

@
Police Force

Sir,

In the light of recent events, no
apology is needed from me, | think
for reproducing the letter | wrote
to some of the daily newspapers
exactly four years ago and which
the Observer of 18,8.73 carried
in its columns under the title
“Force of Law’’.

“There i5 frequent reference to
heart-rending and alarming Police
‘excesses’ in the newspapers nowa-
days, arising out of several bar-
baric assaults on the public re-
cently in different parts of the
country, not a few of which appear
to be unwarranted. Some Police-
men seem to have descended to,
the level of the common thug,
not realising perhaps that by such
atrocious acts they bring the en-
tire Police Service into disrepute
and even make it a laughing
stock. What exactly doe; thiz
word ‘“‘excess’’ signify in Police
jargon? Does it mean that Police
Officers could normally use force
on the public in the exercise of
their duty* provided it is not ex-
cessive? If so, who could deter-
mine it extent and how?

“To the best of my knowledge
and belief, the law permit; the
reasonable uze of force only to
bring a criminal under control
should it become necessary, and
under no other circumstances.
Every person apprehended by the
Police for what in their considered
and perhaps unchallengable jud-
gement iz a transgression of the
law, is not necessarily a criminal,
and such a person is entitled to
be treated with consideration as a
human being, and not maltreated
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as a denizen of the jungle, until
he is produced before a Magis-
trate to be dealt with according
to law. -

“It would be uzeful for the public
to know under what circumstances
force could be used in an indivi-
dual who is not a criminal whilst
in Police custody, and whether
there i5 a limit to it? The public
would welcome elucidation from
the IGP on thiz point through the
press. He would be rendering a
real service not only to the public
but alzo to his officers by doing so.
Merely stating that it is difficult
to lay down a hard and fast rule
in a matter of this nature would
be unhelpful.”

| consider that in the light of
the current deplorable situation,
the publication of this letter in
your esteemed journal would be
useful to the government. Should
this catch the eye of the PM and
pompt him to take steps to effect
a change in the attitude of the
Police towards the public (which
is long overdue) he will, | am sure,
earn the lasting gratitude of the
entire nation and the admiration
of friend and foe alike. The public
should never be made to feel that
the Police is their inveterate enemy
—as the notorious Dowbiggin per-
haps meant it to be—but as their
friend, coupsellor and guide at all
times and in all circumstances. Could
there be apything more desirable
from the point of view of the pub-
lic anything, more conducive to
the welfare of a State, than healthy
Police-Public relations? Should it
not be a government's highest
endeavour to achieve it in the
interest of all concerned? Isn'tit
worth earnestly striving for? Surely
it is not an insuperable task for a
person with a will to succeed!

Any resort by the Police to
“extra-legal” procedure, which is
a transgression of the law, is de-
serying of the strongest possible
condemnation. The basic function
of the Police is the prevention and
detection of crime and this func-
tion has to be performed in strict
conformity with the law. The use
of unnecessary force must be es-
chewed in this enlightened age and
in a predominantly Buddhist coun-
try. It would, | think, not be in-
appropriate to reproduce herein the
the comment of the Basnayake
Police Commission about the cop-
duct of the Police:
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*‘The Police do not enjoy the good-
will of the public. The public image
of the Police is not at all what it
should be. The fear of battery
by the Police i5 in every citizen.
Several cases of torture have come
to light in the Courts. The Police
have therefore, to win the con-
fidence by a long period of correct
behaviour before public co-opera-
tion can be gained. Their outlook
and attitude of mind towards the
public has to change. Courteous
attention and civility must replace
the rude and militaristic attitude
that i5 characteristic of a Police
station. No faws can effect the
change. Even after public atten-

tion has been focussed on a number

of incidents, the Police have bela-
boured the public; reports of Pelice
violence still continue to appear
in the pres;. We think that this
attitude of mind is largely due to
the fact that the machinery for
investigating complaints against the

Police at present is unsatizfactory
- and does not command the con-

fidence of the public.”

The pity of it is that no action
was taken by the former government
to remedy this unhealthy state
of affairs, and the people have had
to pay dearly for it.

Evacuees to be coaxed to
return

Evacuees from homes . in
Colombo and the suburbs are
to be coaxed to return home.
Official sources said that efforts
would be made to request
evacuees who left their homes
in fear to get back and resume
normal life. They said that the
various social service organisa-
tions have promised to help
to resettle these families who
were terrorised by the wave
of violence in the past week.
The police would éstablish tem-
porary police posts in troubled
residential . areas to give con-
fidence to the people who hur-
riedly left their homes in panic
after incidents in the neighbour-
hood. Police sources said that
closed houses were ideal tar-
gets for burglars who appeared
to be exploiting the present
situation. They advised people
to keep houses occupied as
much as possible.

—Ceylon Daily Mirror
28/8/77
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The PM would do well to call
for this report, peruse it carefully
(if he has not done so already)
and take appropriate action with-
out fear or favour. The time is
indeed ripe for such action, which
the public will whole-heartedly wel-
come as a step in the right direc-
tion and at the proper season.
Will the PM rise to the occasion?

: C.E. J. Alles
113, Allan Avenue,
Dehiwala.
20.8.77
®

Mistake Or Bungling?

Sir,

Eversince the upprecedentsd
electoral victory of the UNP last
July, your journal has been pre-
eminent in providing a balanced,
objective and constructive assess-
ment of the new Government’s
actions. lt is in that context that
| seek publicity for these views.

In its statement of policy pertain-
ing to foreign affairs, the Govern-
ment stands pledged primarily to
defend the integrity of the coun-
try. lts first publicised initiative
to that end has been so mishandled
as to warrant comment. | refer to
the reported expulsion order aga-
inst two Soviet nationals allegedly
under suspicion of interference in
our internal affairs, and its subse-
quent revocation at the behest
of CWC leaders.

The declaration that a fore-

igner -is persona non grata is, con-"

ventionally, a deeply considered
and definitive diplomatic action
which does not lend itself to revo-
cation. It is not to be confused,
say, with the trapsfer of a public
servant which is later altered from
a sympathetic copsideration of
representations. In this instance,
the initial order and its subsequent
revocation place this country in a
poor light, in international eyes,
for it means that:

— either the initial order was
ill-considered and hasty,

— or the Government gave grea-
ter weight to the mere word
of CWC leaders than to the
reports of its Intelligence
Service.

In the first case, it must be said
that a poor, small nation cannot
presume to trifle thus with a Super-

power. In the second case, it must
be said that a slur has been cast
on the Intelligence Service which
can only undermine its morale and
efficiency. In either case, the patio-
nal interest has beepn harmed.

In the context of the Dharmishta
Society, the Government retained
in their posts those high officials
who stage-mapaged the previous
Prime Minister’s posturing on the
international stage. It is to be hoped
that they do not create for this
Government an equivalent inter-
national image.

: C. Samarasekera
107, Cotta Road,
Colombo 8.
7 September, 1977

®
SOMETHING TO BE PROUD OF

The Citizens’ Committee

for National Harmony

Formation of Neighbour-
hood Groups

A group of copcerned citizens
drawn from all faiths and com-
munities in this country met under
the chairmanship of Sir Seperat
Gupawardena, President of the All
Ceylon Buddhist Congress, to con-
sider how best they could fulfil
their moral and social responsi-
bility at the present time of patio-
nal crisis to help prevent acts of
violence against innocent indivi-
duals and households. Amopg the
various ipitiatives that were pro-
posed, special emphasis was placed
on the formation of neighbourhood
groups which could be organised
to copntrol and prevent such vio-
lence. Many such groups have al-
ready been formed in different
parts of the District of Colombe
and the suburbs and have fupc-
tioned effectively in safeguarding
life and property. These groups
have organised themselves to act
together in an emergency and be
responsible for the protection of
the households which are being
threatened with viclence. At pre-
sent the effort has been confined
to relatively isolated groups. It is
vitally necessary to extend this
effort on a pation-wide scale to
create a wide network of such neigh-
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bourhood groups. This would have
the effect of imparting the neces»
sary confidence to each individual
group and strengthening its capa-
city to preserve peace and create
conditions for commupal harmony.

The term “‘neighbourhood group'”
was selected copsciously in order
to indicate that this would be an
initiative taken by small groups
of households themselves living to-
gether and interacting closely with-
in a limited area which has the
character of a genuine neighbour-
hood. These groups would be acting
informally and respopding to their
own deeply felt human concern
for the well-being of their neigh-
bours -who through no fault of
their own have become exposed
to inhuman acts of violence. These
groups should not be regarded as
committees that are set up on
bureaucratic lines. They should be
created in response to a sponta-
neous desire for mutual aid within
a community. The objective of
this group would be pot oply the
immediate ope of taking respon-
sibility for protecting the house-
holds which are exposed to vio-
lence but also a more fundamental
task of demonstrating intercom-
munal harmony and the Eapar:ity
of our people to live as a unified
nation. The neighbourhcod group
would therefore be a focus for
activities which will help to create
conditions of commupnal harmony
in which lasting and just solutions
could be found to the communal
conflicts which have disfigured this
country since independence.

In implementing this programme
for the formation of neighbour-
hood groups, the Citizeps’ Com-
mittes which met on 23rd August
1977 decided to call upon various
voluntary agencies which have beepn
active in the field of social welfare
to participate in the programme.
The programme has the support

of the various religious organisa-

tions which will take an active
part in promoting the formation
of these groups. The religious
orgapisations, the voluntary agen-
cies and other individuals who have
formed themselves into
committee to carry out this Pro-
gramme Will get
communities in their resr'ac:ive areas
and help in setting up these groups.

A few guidelines for the orga-
nisation of the group are given
below:

a sub- .

in touch with-

(1) Leadership: One or more
persons who epjoy the respect
of the community must take the
initiative,

(2) Territorial areas:  Each
group should be limited te a speci-
fic and identifiable area, say, a lane,
or a group of 50 housds—thers
should be not more than about 75
houses to each unit, as larger units
will cease to have a genuine neigh-
hood character.

(3) ©rganisation: Obtain as-
surapees of commitment of 2 or
3 males and females from each
household for specific duties to be
performed as required. Aim at
obtaining commitments from about
160 persons for each of 50 houses.

(4) Functions: The group should
deploy its persopnel according to
certain weil defined fupcilops—

(2) Information: To obtaip in-
formation about potential areas
and likely sources of trouble. Com-
bat rumours. Pass on valid informa-
tion to action groups.

(b) Patrol groups: Each group
of houses to have a patrol group.
It would be useful to carry whistles,
torches etc.

(c) Public relations: Maintain-
ing continuing contact with Police,
Service persopnel and Members
of Parliament. Establish links with
neighbeurhood groups in the vicl-
nity and work out methods of
mutual assistance.

(d) Groups of persens with in-
fluence in the area to arrange house-
hold visits where feasible to per-
suade the population in outlying
areas to participate in the pro-
gramme and allay and elimigate

communal tepsions. i
Further information could be
had from:

THE CITIZENS' COMMITTEE FOR
NATIONAL HARMONY

Hony. Joint Secretaries:

I. A, T. Ariyaratpe

Sri Lapka Sarvodaya Shramadana
Sapgamaya,

“Meth Medura'’,

77, De Soysa Road,

Moratuwa.

‘Phone: 072-375

2. Rey. Fil Tissa Balasuriya,

Centre for Society and Religion,

271, Deans Road,

Colombo 10.

‘phone: 95425
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Citizens' Committee
POINT OF VIEW

Whither Sri laﬂka?

by B. Mahendra

It is hardly possible to exagge-
rate the impact of the recent com-
munal violepce on the fabric of
this country, Rarely in its record:d
history—objective history, that is,
not the perverted sort bandied
about by all sides in Parliament—
can the country have been face to
face with a crisis of this magni-
tude. Many considered 1958 to
have been an aberration, the re-
sult of the activity of unhinged
minds; the eccopomy then was
sounder, no organised secaratist
movement existed and a recovery
of sorts could be made. 1977 seems
far different; the situation Is grave
because it transcends mere com-
mupnalism.

Those of us who voted this Gov-
ernment into power did sc in the
hope that stability weould in turp
lead to progress and a pew order
would be established. It now ap-
pears that we did our job not
wisely but too well. As in 1970
no rasponsible Opposition now ex-
ists, the pendulum now having
swung to the other extreme. The
government, provided with an un-
assailable majority, has been st-
rangely disinclined to tackle prob-
lems boldly and has been dissi-
pating its epergies in seeking scape-
goaty. Official parancia has been
ascending alarming heights and far
from engaging in some heart-search-
ing at home, spokesmen for the
government within and without
parliament have indulged in in-
puendo and perscnal abuse, apd
action against dissenting individuals
has been particularly vindictive and
smacks of a witch-hupnt. |t is un-
necessary to point out that this
is far from likely to restore peace
or goodwill, or even copsolidate
whatever democracy gained from
holding the last elections.

About a year ago in these columps
| described the de facto separations
existing in the land owing to a
breakdown in communication bet-
ween Sinhalese and Tamils, especially
the younger generation. Now the
situation is compounded by the
presence of refugees. What sort
of United Sri Lapka are wa to build
if at every turn of communal
strife Tamils have to be despatched
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Whither St ?Lanka ?

North and East and Sinhalese bre-
ught down South!? It is the bitterest
of ironies that the authorities who
would fight to the death to stave
off separation have had tooversee
the evacuation of refugees in both
directions. if the basic trust needed
for the Sinhalese apd Tamils to
live together in any part of Sri
Lanka is lacking what hope for
unity do we have! One would have
thought that a government which
has received such overwhelming
electoral support would have put
statesmanship before politics and
tackled this problem instead of
frittering away time and energy in
hurling abuse at its opponents.

It is clear that the ecopomy has
received a serious blow, one which
it is In po position to withstand.
Thera was precious little stability
in the economy and civil viclence
has succeeded oply in diminishing
productivity still further. Scme of
the grander schemes to attract
investment, both local and foreign,
are in jeopardy and the extensive
interpational coverage given to the
carnage will almost certainly be
as great a disigcentive as the worst
excesses of the SLFP regime. Fore-
ign i veitors have little to play
around with these days and an un-
stable volcano of a country is not
likely to be an attractive haven.

The racial violence was tragic
encugh. But an even more
disturbing development in re-
cent times has been the total
breakdown of law and order
foliowing the slightes¢ provo-
cation. At first it was post-
election viclence, a meaning-
less taking of revenge, against
opponents, in which both major
political parties have induiged.
The situation today is such
that at a drop of a hat—an elec-
tion victory, a Police-civi-
lian clash—the entire coun-
try erupts and the rampant
indiscipline in the ranks of a
segment of the security for-
ces is corducive to a wides-
pread conflagration.

The situation is made worse by
successive governments which des-
pite their frightening electoral st-
rength have been unable, or un-
willing, to take appropriate action
promptly. In 1970 the victors beat-
up the vanquished as part of the
celebrations, as a facuous Prime
Minister assured us. In 1977 the
wrecking, looting and killing have
taken place in the shadow of res-
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tored freedom and a righteous
society. [5 the price of ‘‘democracy”
“freedom’® and “morality’’ to be the
lozz of liberty of the minorities, whe-
ther political or racial?

Meanwhile, one lives in trepi-
datlon because any future crisis
may give vent to mass hysteria
that wiil seek victims among con~
veniant minoritics.  Furthermore,
it is a sobering thought that the
so-called guardians of law and order
in all their armed splendour, have
been singularly ineffective in quelling
disorder begun, if not by their
colleagues—we will leave that to
the inquiring commission—by re-
latively unarmed mobs. It boggles
the imagination how this indis-
ciplined lot would have periermed
against amy orgenized movement
of armed individuals fer, lst there
be npo mistake, the indisd line
that manifested itseif in the ter-
vices
of the pece during the post-elec-
tion peried and after can only pro-
vide comfort to any organisaticn
that has designs on the govern-
ment.

If there is a silverlining in all
this horrendous grey, it has kept
outside our range of vision. The
government to date has not shown,
despite poble words, an ability
to cope with fupdameptal issues.
It has not guaranteed that it will
consciously minimise the effects
of its tyrannical majority—on the
contrary, at least during the first
month, it has repeated the mis-
takes and in some instances gone
further than the SLFP-ULF brand
of despotism.

The minority problem has obtruded
itself but neither the Prime Minis-
ter nor his party, given an unpre-
cedented mandate and professing
to be both United and National,
have faced up to the challenge yet.
If statesmanship prevails there is
no reason why a peculiarly human
problem cannot be solved by hu-
man beings but, as it has so often
happened, politicians can only make
matters worse.

- It is madness to divide this country
but iz it any less insane to have a
semi-divided land indulging in pe-
riodic bouts of communal warfare ?

being ineffectual custedians .

RACE-MYTH & SCIENCE— |

Race—Prejudice And

Reaction

by Dr. Arthur Weerakoon
B.Sc (Lond), Ph:D (Glasgow),
F.R.E.S. (Lond).

This article is an abridged
version of a lectures Dr. Weera-
koon first delivered in luly
1956—a few weeks after the in-
cidents on Galle Face Greep
when the Sinhala Only Bill was
introduced in Parliament. The
second and copcluding part of
this article will be published
next week,

In the context of the race-
hatred preached in 1958 by
certain political elements in Cey-
lon, Dr. Weerakoon emphasised
that the whoie concept of race
superiority is based on a myth.

This article was published in
the Tribune in December 15958.

Near Maidanek, in Poland, the
Nazis erected a vast community
of destruction. Scores of buildings
stood within a circumference of
barbed wire, but of them all twe
have special interest.In one of these
was found the store of clothes
accumulated from the victims—a
pathetic heap, which contained
everything from men’s suits to
baby's shoes. The other building
had three rooms. In the first of
these the prisoners were made to
remove their clothing: in thesecond
they were passed under a serjes
of shower baths: and in the third
they were packed so tightly that
no one could possibly fall. Three
pipes led into this room from the
outside, and there was a fourth
aperture through which a guard
might watch the happenings within.
When the room was filled with
perhaps two hundred persops,
there suddenly came a shower of
crystals through the pipes. On cop-
tact with the air these crystals
genarated deadly gases. Then the
guard through his aperture had the
duty, pleasant doubtless to him,
of decideing at what moment al]
two hundred persons might ke copsi
dered dead.

For a time the corpses were
buried, layer upon layer, in enor-
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mous trenches; but as the tide of
battle began to move westward,
the MNazis sought to remove all
traces of their crimes. For this pur-
pose they built a crematory, a se-
ries of flve ovens, each just large
epough to hold a human body.
The bodies were shoveled in on
ladles of precisely the right shape
and size. At first the crematiops
proceeded slowly, because the ovens
were not hot enough. But thep
MNazi “‘science’’ worked the oven
heat up to 1,500 degrees Centi-
grade and the furpaces began to con-
sume as many as 2,000 bodies a
day. In this manner no less thap 1500
000 people perished at Maidanek.

One evening when the furnaces
were in full blast, a group of newly
arrived prisopners came by. It was
ap error, for prisoners were not
supposed to know of these events.
By chance also the Nazi commap-
dant was present at that moment.
A woman among the prisopers,
seeing thus suddenly the fate which
awaited them all, shriccked aloud.
The commandant ordered her to
be silent, but hysteria had over
come her. Then at a further com-
mand, two guards seized her and
threw her alive into one of the
furpaces. There was a flash of light
as the hair caught fire, a last hor-
rible cry. Then silence, the silepce
of fascist death.

What you have just read is ap
account of a German death-camp
from a book by an American phi-
losopher, Barrows Dunham, a book
called ““Man against Myth”. The vic-
tims referred to in this account
were members of various so-called
“inferior races', the Poles, the
Czechs, the Belgians, the Lithuan-
ians, the lJews and the like, but
mainly the Jews. All this happened
over a dozen years ago; why bring
it up now? There are no death-
camps today; why bring this up
now!

WHY RACIALISM? To apswer
that question we must go back
in time to the period after the 1914-
18 war. Germany had been badly
defeated in that war and had been
forced to accept a harsh and humi-
aliting peace. Iln Germany poverty,
unemployment and inflation grew
apace. The Emperor and those capi-
talists who had led the country
into the war were no longer in
control. There was a republic with
democratic-socialist parties in
power, parties pledged tosocialism,
but hamstrung by their reform-
ism and quite upable to do any-
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thing to solve the country’s diffi-
culties. Communist parties had
come into power in other coun-
tries; and in Russia seemed likely
to succeed in putting the country
on the highroad to progress and
prosperity. More and more Germans
were turning to the Communist
Party of Germany and to its policy
as their only hope of salvation.

This did not suit the German
capitalists apd war-mongers a bit,
those who wished to build Germany
up for apother war, a war of re-
venge, but especially a war for colo-
nial markets. The attention of the
people must be diverted—but how
was this to be done! The people
must be led away from socialism;

the people must be led to believe.

that some cause other than those
pointed to by the commupists was
the cause of all their troubles;
of their shortage of food, of their
shortage of clothes, of housing,
of employment and so on—but
what other cause! Hitler, and
Rosenburg provided the answer;
the Jews.

There was already amongst the
Germans, as indeed there is amongst
many European peoples, a prejudice
against the fews; and this prejudice
Hitler and Rosenburg decided to
use. Theze men and their party—
it is instructive that these fascists
called their party a socializst party,
the National Socializt (hence Nazi)
Party—these people blamed the Jews
for everything.

Germany had lost the war—that
was due to Jewish treachery at
the Front. Germany had been for-
ced to accepta harsh peace and to
pay vast sums of mopey by way
of war reparations—that again was
due to Jewish treachery, this time
in the government that negotiated
the peace. There was unemploy-
ment in Germany—that was be-
cause Jews had more jobs thap their
numbers in the population entitled
them to; a Jew in office always
favoured fellow Jews; kick the
Jew out and there would be jobs
enough for the true-born Nordic
Germans.

The inflation that made it
almost impossible to buy any-
thing worthwhile with one’s
wages, the soaring prices, the
fantastic rising cost of living,
these too were the work of
the Jews, of Jewish financiers
in our banks, Jewish politi-
cians in our government, Je-
wish traders in our shods.
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On Race Hatred

The Jews! ghe Jews! the Jews!
It is always the Jews at the
bottom of everything, and
when it is not the Jews then
it is the Communists—who are
maostly Jews anyway.

THE LIFE. It mattered pot at
all to these Nazi racists that there
was no truth in any of this; it never
does when one's purpose is to fan
members of race-prejudiceinto a
blinding, un-reasoning flame of race-
hatred. So the lying propaganda
went on, and gathered momentum
as it went. It has always been
thus. The Jews rejected Jesus Christ
and crucified Him. They sacrifice
little children at their Passover
Feast and drink their blood. And
now these filthy Jew—Communists
want to nationalise our wives;
and to make us all slaves of the
state.

_The Jews have always become a
vile and filthy race, filled with all
most disgusting qualities.  They

New Body To Help Refugees

Tamils who were affected by
the recent disturbances and who
lost their property apnd valua-
bles will be assisted by a newly
formed “Helping Hand" orga-
nisation. At a news conference,
three officials of the organisa-
tion, Mr. K. C. Nithiyanandan,
Mr. K, Kandasamy and Mr. S, S.
Santirakasan, revealed the plan
of action they propose taking.
Speaking to newsmen at the
Hindu College, Bambalapitiya,
they said the organisation was
non-political and would engage
only in social service. The funds,
they revealed, would come from
the Government and voluntary
bodies both local and foreign.
It was revealed that there were
about 40,000 refugees who had
lost their properties and their
positions. They said there were
1,800 refugees housed at Hindu

College, Bambalapitiya, Saras-
wathie Hall, Kathiresan Kovil,
St. Peter's College and St.

Paul's Girl's School Milagiriya.
The rest were housed in re-
fugee camps all over the island.
There were refugee camps in
Kurunegala, Kegalle, Galaha,
Kandy, Matale (the largest re-
fugee camp) Galle, Matara and
Negombo, the organisation re-
vealed.

—Sun, 29/8(77 |
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On Race Hatred

have always stood in the way of
man’s progress. But we Nordic
Germans are a chosen race, chosen
to lead the world. All mankind’s
greatest steps forward, the ip-
vention of the wheel, the invention
of agriculture, all such inventions
were Aryan inventions. And the
Nordic Germans are the only pure
Aryans in the world today. We
are destined to lead the world;
Deutschland, Deutschland Uber Alles;
Yet at every step our efforts are
frustrated by these lews. Beat the
Jews, shayve their heads! Boycott
the Jews! Kick them out of Ger-
many! This is a Nordic country,
this is a Christian country; Kick out
these Jews,

This campaign against the lJews
soon gathered support from the
great German industrialists and land-
lords who found it an invaluable
smoke-screen for their own acti-
vities—activities which were the
real cause of the upemployment
and the inflation and the poverty—
and they contributed large sums
of money to the Nazi party funds.

And also, more slowly but with
steadily increasing force, it gathe-
red support amongst the German
workers and peasants themselves;
sufficient support to sow confusion
in their ranks and to help put the
Nazi Party into power in [933.
Thereafter the campaign was step-
ped up. Jews were sacked right
and left; even Jewish conductors
of orchestras were not spared!
Jews were debarred from profes-
sion after profession, from trade
after trade.  “Nordic" Germanps
were forbidden from living in houses
owned by lews, from buying goods
in Jewish shops, from marrying
Jews. Soon the property of lews
was copfiscated.

The myth of the racial superiority
of the Nordics and of the racial in-
feriority of the Jews was introduced
into every aspect of life in Germany.

Children were taught to make fun of,

to. jeer at and to aszault fewizh child-
ren—on the principle that it served
the Jews as they ought to be served,
and at the same time trained the
German children to be mainly, brave
and sentimental.

German science  was
their  anthropologists ond  socio-
logists demonstrated the pre-emi-
nence of the Nordics in every field
of human endeavour and the bage-
ness and inferiority of the Jews and
other non-Nordic peoples. When the
Germans were defeated time and

perverted;

2]

again by Negro athletes from USA
at the 1936 Olympics which were
held in Berlin, these Nazi anthro-
pologists worked out a neat little
explanation to save their theory of
Nordic superiority, onimals tley said
generally run faster and jump farther
than man, the negroes are sub-
human, part man part ape; naturclly
they beat the Nordics at doing these
things! :

Did someone claim that Jesus
was after all a Jew? Rubbish! Nazi
anthropological research has pro-
ved beyond any doubt that he was
a true Aryan, son of a Nordic
Germapn soldier serving with the
Roman army of occupation in Pales-
tine, and of a Persjan woman who
had come to Palestine with a trad-
ing caravan from Persia. Did some-
one point out that Hitler did not
have the fair hair, the blue eyes
and the long head stated to be
characteristic of the Nordics? And
the truly great Germans like Geothe
Kant and Schiller were similarly,
quite pon-Nordic in appearance!
Perhaps they were nop-Nordic in
appearance—but that didn't matter;
their souls were Nordic.

EXTERMINATION: Well, all
this indoctrination with falsehood,
all these discriminatory acts against
the Jewish minority brought the
German people—a people, mark
you, as gentle as kindly and as in-
telligent as any other people—
brought the German people to
such a state of mind that they made
no effective protests, offered po
effective resistance when the Nazi
erected death-camps and began
systematically to exterminate, as
we might exterminate vermin, first
the Jews and Jater other non-
Nordic people as well.

After all these non-Nordics were
sub-human, and if they were in-
_herently vicious and inferior, then
what was so terrible about getting
rid of them just as one got rid of
other vermin? That is how it was
done; that is how a decent humane
people were perverted and led
to behave like monsters; that
is how they were led to take the
road to Maidanek, to Dachau, Bel-
sen, Buchenwald and all the other
Nazi death-camps. And that is why
it was dope; for under cover of
this hue and cry the Nazis neatly
foisted a fascist dictatorship on the
German people and halted their
progress towards socialism,

There are no death-camps -

today; neither in Ceylon nor
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elsewhere. But journeys do
not begin at their destinations;
and the road to the death camp
is a long one. Before we begin
erecting death-camps, this road
will have led us to the per-
petration of one absurdity after
another, one atrocity after ano-
ther. And to be persuaded to
tread this road people must
first believe in certain false-
hoods of which one of the most
important is this: that there
are today different races of
man, some of them superior
to others intellectually and
morally.

Certainly, there are no death-
camps today; but equally cer-
tainly there is plenty of this
race-prejudice, not only in Little
Rock, USA but also in Britain,
not only in South Africa but
also in Ceylon. Most of us in
Ceylon are convinced that the
Sinhalese and the Tamils are
two races, and that one is supe-
rior to the other. Which one is
superior depends, of course, cn
whether one is oneself labelled
Sinhalese or Tamil; and if one
happens to be labelied Burgher .
one loocks down on both the
Sinhalese and the Tamils—and
is looked down on by both of
them! We haven't yet adopted
all the stupidities of Apartheid
but racial-prejudice has al-
ready retarded the progress of
our country (and, last May,
has already killed some of our
people). That is why it has
been necessary to remind our-
selves of Germany so many years
ago.

(Te be Continued)

Maitriya

On the evening of 25 August
one observed a touching ges-
ture of love and consideration
shown by some members of
the Sinhalese Commupity to-
wards the Tamil refugees camped
at Saraswathie Hall at Bambala-
pitiya, Malathie de Silva, an
artist and sculptor and Nirmala
Chandraratne, grand daughter
of the late Sir Erpest de Silva
and children of the late ‘Sheba’
de Silva of Matara, accompanied
by a British University Scholar,
Dr. Jane Russel, unloaded a
large car-full of foodstuffs for
distribution among the refugees.
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A - BIRTH CENTENARY TRIBUTE

“Dr. Ananda K.

Coomaraswamy

by Jag Mohan

The author has written a
biography of Dr. Coomaraswamy

. to be published by the Publica-

tions Division of the Govern-
ment of India and also the script
for a b50-minute film tribute
to his memory.

PREPARATIONS are afoot in Sri
Lanka, USA, UK and of course,
India for the birth centenary
celebrations of Dr. Coomaraswamy
since he was born on August 22,
1877 at Colombo. This year also
happens to be the thirtieth death
anniversay year of Dr. Coomara-
swamy. He passed away, within a
- fortnight after his seventh birthday
on Sepbetmer 8, 1947, at Needham,
Massachusetts, USA. And the world
lost a great man, who was consi-
dered in his life-time a Sage and
a Savant. :

-Dr. Coomaraswamy was one of
those rare Upiversal Men like
Romain Rolland, Albert Schweit-
zer, Bertrand Russell, Rabindrapath
Tagore and a few others of this
century. Coomaraswamy started
his professional career as a geo-
logist and the doctorate was con-
ferred gon him for his significant
work in this branch of sciene., inclu-
ding the discovery of Thorianite.
But, he turned his back to a lucra-
tive career @ the Director of
Minerology, Ceylon (mow Sri Lapka)
and devoted his life to the ipter-
pretation of the Indian, Ceylonese,
nese, Indonesian and Islamic arts
and to the writing of art history.

This serious involvement with
the art of the past epabled him
to become a philosopher of aes-
thetics, both Oriental and Occi-
deptal. Finally, towards the end of
his life, Coomaraswamy became
the exponent of the Perennial
Philosophy of Mankind. Thus, as
one of his friends remarked, Coom-
araswamy had a series of “avatars”
one leading to the other.

DR. COOMARASWAMY was a
man of two cultures in more than
one sense. He was a man of sclence
who took to the arts. YWhen he

abandoned his career as a geologist,
he did not spurnp the scientific
methods of enquiry. In fact he
used the principles of “taxopomy”
—of scientific  classification ad-
vaptageously in identifying and dat-
ing art objects and classifying art
styles. He was also a man of two
cultures in another way. He re-
copciled the Occidental and Orien-
tal cultures of which he was an
embodiment. It must be remembered
that Dr. Coomaraswamy Wwas
born of a Tamil aristocrat from
Ceylon and a philosophic mipnded
woman from Kent, UK (Hence,
his middle name, Kentish).

Dr. Coomraswamy was the only
sopn of Sir Mutu Coomaraswamy, 2
remarkable Tamilian from Jaffna
in Ceylon. His forefathers were
Mudaliyars from Tamil Nadu who
had migrated from South India
and settled down in Ceylon. Sir
Mutu’s father was a translator apd
his services to the British were
such that he was honoured with
the title of a "Gate-Mudaliyar’.
Sir Muttu was ascholar well versed
in several languages. When he
went to London during Queen
Victoria’s reign, he made a great
impact. It is on record that Sir
Mutu produced the Tamil play.
“Harischandra'’, in an English ver-
sion for the Queen, who was so
fascinated by it that she kept a
copy of the play by her bedside.

Though  Coomaraswamy  was
borp in Colombo, his mother took
him to England when he was a
few months old. And, when he was
about a year old, Sir Mutu died.
Lady Coomaraswamy decided to
bring up her son in her own country.
Young Anandd was sent to public
schools and Woycliffe College. He
had a scientic bent of mind and
accordingly he was trained as a
geologist. It was at the age of
twenty-six that he discovered the
land of his forefathers after his
appeintment as the Director of

inerology, Ceylon. He was in
service for only four years and
during that short period, the whole
course of his life changed.

Dr. COOMARASWAMY'S work
as a minerologist took him to the
remote corners of the island. His
observant eye noticed the treasury
of arts apnd crafts in Ceylon. Slowly
he got interested in the craftsmen
and the artisans. But he also found
that due to British ruleand impe-
rialist policies, the indigenous arts
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-an artistic repaissance.

$cholar And Pre-eminent

and crafts were deteriorating. Dr.
Coomaraswamy was also under the
influence of the Guild Socialists—
especially of William Morris, the
leading protagonist of workmen’s
guilds.

Coomaraswamy became a patio-
nalist and took to “‘native’’ costume
of dhoti, turban and even the
“angavastram’’. He started the Cey-
lon Reform League and a magazine
too to propagate his ideas. He was
soon caught up IIJ_{ the pationalist
surge in India. He made several
visits to India, met the Tagores,
(Rabindranath, Abanindranath and
Gaganendranath) Napdial Bose and
others. He met Dr. Annie Beasant
and he joined the Theosophical
Society. After his induction into
the Indian npational movement, he
decided to resign his job and be-
come a freelancer.

During the years between 1907
and 1916. he made seyeral trips
to India. He wrote several book-
lets on the Swadeshi Movement and
“National ldealism’. He pleaded for
He wan-
dered up and down the country
collecting paintings, sculpture, art
objects, artefacts and fine pieces
at Ipdian crafts. He was po mere
collector. He began a serious study
of Indian art and its history, about
which at that point of time there
was much of prejudice and mis-
interpretation.

Dr. Coomaraswamy is today re-
membered for his pioneering
worle in making an all-rouhd sur-
vey of Indian arts, including the
performing arts and in writing
extensively in various magazines.
He also wrote voluminous books
that gave a coherent view of the
various schools of art and the various
styles that evolved. Where he was
great in his task was in his “syp-
cretic’’ approach—the unifying ap-
roach.

Thus, for instance to under-
tand the jconography of Hindu and
Buddhist sculpturés, Dr. Cooma-
raswamy undertook along with a
friend, the translation of Nandi-
keswara's classic on Abhinaya. This
book, “Mirror of Gesture’, helped
him to interpret the “‘mudras’.
Then Coomaraswamy made a special
study of Bharata Natyam apd
even made a film over forty years
ago. To interpret the Rajasthani
paintings, he similarly went into
a detailed study of the Bhakti
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Scholar Pre-eminent

school of poetry as well as folk
songs. He had to go into study of
the Ragas for explaining the Raga-
mala paintings.

Dr. Coomaraswamy’s services
to Indian art were many. First
and foremost he established that
the evolution of the Buddha figure
was out of native tradition and out
of the Taksha figures and not be-
cause of the Greek craftsman, who
had come after Alexander's conqueust
of India. At that time, there was a
notion prevalant, that the Greeks
modelled the Buddha after their
own Greek gods. This was because
of the hybrid art of Gandharasculp-
tures. Coomaraswamy stunned a
conferepce of orientalists at Copen-
hagen with his well-documented
thesis on the origin of the Buddha
image.

Secondly, he truly discovered
“Rajput’” Painting. VVhat is now
known as Rajasthani and Pahari
schools of painting used to be dubbed
as Mughal painting till Dr. Coo-
maraswamy wrote his two-yolume
study on them. He distinguished
these paintings from the Mughal
paintings and then he classified
them according to style and content.

Besides, Dr. Coomaraswamy
wrote those monumental volumes
on the “History of Indian and Inde-
nesian Art”, “The Dance of Shiva"
and much earlier, “‘Medieval Sinha-
lese Art'’. In fact, he is credited
with over 330 publications ranging
from tomes to monographs, from
translations to critical assessments,
from book reviews to polemical
attacks. Each and every one of
his writings was marked with eru-
dition, with quotations from diverse
sources in half a dozep languages,
in which he was adept.

With the passage of time, he
became more and more, philosophi-
cally inclined and he found that
through history ran the parallel
strands of philosophy which had
much identity and unity. Thus he
was led to the Perennial Philosophy.

It must be recalled that Dr.
Coomaraswamy  was requested
to organise the Fine Arts section
of an exhibition of arts apd crafts
which was held at Allahabad in
1911 by the then British Indian
Government. In the course of his
travels for collecting the exhibits
Dr, Coomaraswamy became a col-
lector himself. Apd at one time,
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he made an appeal to Indian natio-
nalists that if a building could be
given to him, then he would dopate
his entire collection and that he
would run the museum. He wanted
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, the
founder of Baparas Hindu Univer-
sity to pay heed to his request.
But deaf ears were turned to him.

Oddly enough about this time,
Denman Rosa, a trustee of the Bos-
ton Museum of Fine Arts, USA
was herein India and he met Dr.
Coomaraswamy. With the usual
flourish of an American collector
and philanthropist, he thought
over entire collection of Dr. Coo-
maraswamy apnd appointed him as
the Keeper of Indian and Muham-
medan Art at the Boston Museum.
Thus, Dr. Coomaraswamy left India
in 1916 unfortunately,asa f rustrated
and disillusioned man. For 30 long
years he stayed in Boston and be-
came ope of the Oriental "'pandits’
gmong the Boston “Brahmins'’.
VWhat was India's loss was America’s
gain. All the same, Dr. Coomaras-
wamy never lost interest in India.
It was his spiritual home.

IT MUST BE RECALLED that
when India attained independence,
Dr. Coomaraswamy presided over
a meeting of Indians and he raised
India’s Tricolour. Soon after his
seventieth birthday celebration took
place with testimonial dinner. Ab-
out this time in the course of an
interview and in the course of a
letter to a friend, Dr. Coomaras-
wamy, revezled thatit was his am-
bition to return to India to spend
the days of his “Vanaprastha' in a
remote plece somewhere near the
Himalayan foothills.

Even while he and his wife, Dona
Louisa can  Argentinian photo-
grapher and art lover). were pre-
paring themselves to return to
India, Death snatches him on Sep-
tember 8. One moment he was alive
in his garden and he was about to
see some paintings which a friend
had brought. And the next moment
he was dead.

Twenty years later his widow,
brought Dr. Coomaraswamy's ashes
to be immersed in River Kelaniya
in Sri Lanka and in the Ganga in
India. It was as a Jone pilgrim that
she came and visited place; mention-
ed by her husband and by her only
son, Rama Ponpambalam, who is
a practising doctor at Deerborn.

USA. It is to be noted herethat Dr,
Coomaraswamy who was a vege-
tarian all through his life, wanted
his son to be so. And he had sent
Rama when he was young to India
for a short stay at Gurkul, Kangri.

Scores of indologists and art
historians have written extensively
about service rendered by Dr.
Coomaraswamy to Indian art but
there is no space to quote them
here. Suffice it will be to quote
what Rabindrapath Tagore and Dr.

Sarvapillai Radhakrisknan had said
of him.

Tagore wrote of him  thus:
“Whatever we call him—an art

critic or a historian or even a scholar-
we find something is left gver, some
thing in his work, which in the
last analysis “is undefinable. Dr.
Coomaraswamy exceeds allour de-
finitions. All our definitions fall
far short of his actual work. He is
always something else.”

And Dr. Radhakrishanan ack-
nowledged his indebtedness to Dr.
Coomaraswamy : *| had been a stu-
dent of Dr. Ananda Coomaraswamy’s
writings for many years and had the
great pleasure of meeting him at
Boston in 1946. Among those who
are responsible not only for Indian
rennaissance in the werld, Dr. Coo-
maraswamy holds a pre-eminent
position.”

—Courtesy:, Socialist India
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Confidentially

Is Eelam Viable? -1

IS IT ANY SURPRISE that Tribune
should have been bombarded in
the last fortpnight with one ques-
tion from a large number of our
readers from the MNorth, East,
Colombo and elsewhere! IS EELAM
VIABLE? IS IT AN ECONOMIC
PROPOSITION? That from the let-
ters we have received it is clear
that hardly anybody has given se-
rious thought to this matter? That
in the first place the territory of
Eelam has not been properly de-
fined and that it is therefore not
possible to answer the question
satisfactorily? That the TULF speak
about the Northern and Eastern
Provinces as the “homeland of the
Tamils''? That this cannot provide
a complete answer because there
are areas in the Northern Province
(eg., South Vavuniya) and several
areas in the Eastern Province
(Seruvawila etc.) where the Sinha-
lese are in a majority? That in these
two provipces there are also a
whole number of areas from Mannar
to Batticaloa where the Muslims
predominate? That it is incopcei-
vable that the people in these
areas will want to be incorporated
into a Tamil Eelam? That many
find an easy way out of the dilemma
by asking for the restoration of
the territory which was the Tamil
Kingdom when the Portuguese first
arrived in the island? That any
serious political observer will ad-
mit that this kind of demand hark-

ing back to a misty past to create

boundaries can be only considered
an emotionally romantic apach-
ronism? That as between sovere-
ign states the demand to revise
boupdaries in accordance  with
something that had existed many
decades or centuries earlier is des-
cribed by a dirty word “revan-

chism?’’ That the situation in the

island of Ceylon has changed after
the time the Portuguese arrived
in the island? That it is not realistic
to ask for a determipation of a
separate state on boundaries thag
are supposed to have existed prior
to ISOS?That in any case, the ques-
tion of drawing boundaries is aca-
demic at the moment because the
Government of Sri Lanka and the
Sinhalese have not conceded the
demand for Eelam as a separate

state (and will not)? That only after
the establishment of a separate
state has been agreed to by the
Sinhalese does the question of
boundaries arise! That the question
of boundaries will arise either when
the Sinhalese agree (by persuation
to Eelam or the Tamils are the
victors in a fraticidal war? That
there is not the slightest chance
now (or in the foreseeable future)
for either the Sinhalese to concede
a separate sovereign Eelam or for
the Tamils to win a war and compel
the Siphalese to concede it! That
a struggle by ahimsa and peaceful
satyagraha to carve out a separate
state is only a fanciful dream of
demogagues who donot mean what
they say? That a separate state can-
not be won by a satyagraha and
ahimsa? That it is inconceivable
that the |} millions of Ceylon
Tamils can possibly win a war
of attrition to force the Sinhalese
to copcede a separate state! That
no foreign power is ever likely to
help the Ceylon Tamilians to fight
for a separate state! That some
dream that in some distapt future
a separate Tamil Nadu and a grea-
ter Dravidastan will help a sovere-
ign Tamil Eelam to come into exis-
tence in 3ri Lanka? That it is foolish
to speculate or depend on what a
separatist sovereign Tamil Nadu
(which has pot yet come into exis-
tence and which is not likely to
come into being ever) will do to
help the Ceylon Tamils to form a
separate state! That it is realistic
only to take into consideration
the immediate possibilities? That
in the absence of a separate state
being conceded or being wop by
force of arms it is a futile exercise
to discuss the boundaries of Eelam?
That in the absence of a defined
territory it would not be possible
to make a scientific determination
of the viability of an area which is
only a mirage-like dream?

IS IT NOT TRUE that pragmatic
realists. among the Tamils (with
common or horse sense) consider
that District Councils or Regional
Councils which coincide or in-
corporate the “traditional home-
lands'' of the Tamils constitute
the best way of safe-guarding the
self-respect, dignity and integrity

. of the language, culture and civi-

lisation of the Tamils in Ceylon!?
That such distinct or regional
councils with adequate autonomy
to safeguard Tamil rights has been
considered by many as the best
way of preserving the identity of
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Slegans And Territory

the Tamils in the multi-racial, multi-
linguistic, multi-religious  and
multi-caste state of Sri Lanka? That
the Federal Party had unfortu-
nately mixed its “federalism’’ with
propaganda slogans of independent
sovereignity (Tamil Arasu)—no
doubt for electoral success and bar-
gaining—and many times missed
getting either Regional Councils
(of the abortive Bandaranaike/
Chelvapayakam Pact) or the District
Councils (of the ineffective Dudley
Sepanayake  1965-1970  Govern-
ment)! That on each occasion ex-
tremists and chauvinists among the
Siphalese were able to torpedo
the regiopal or district council

by raising 2 hullabalco about
“Tamil Arasu” which they said
sought to divide the country?

That “Tamil Arasu'' was a rheto-
rical emotional slogan that had
made any settlement impossible?
That when the Sinhalese were in a
mood to agree to regional auto-
nomy extremists and chauvipists
among the Tamils (fearing an elec-
toral challenge from more realistic
and pragmatic Tamils) launched the
cry for Eelam? That Tribune
had warned its readers about the
dangers of this slogan of Eelam?
That Tribune had also pointed out
that it was the built-in chauvinism
of the United Front government
(including the LSSP and CP) that
made discriminatory practices like
standardisation a way of life that
enabled Tamil chauvinists to raise
the slogan of a separate state?

That in the atmosphere of discri-
mipation, Tamil extremists had also
raised slogans about the boundaries
of Eelam which has played havoc
as recent events will show? That
from pre-election platforms in rec-
ent months these Tamil fanatics had
talked foolishly about getting every
Sinhalese out of the Northern Pro-
vince and pushing the boundaries
of Eelam well past Medawachchiya
and other places? That such spee-
ches were made use of by Siphala
extremists to mount attacks on the
Tamils in the whole of the North
Central Province and elsewhere!
That when the trouble had erupted
the vast majority of such Tamil sle-
gan-shouters in the so-called border
areas had fled pell-mell to the safe-
ty of the peninsula leaving the poor
Vapni Tamils to face the music
alone? That this attempt to define
the territory of Eelam by slogans

on. election platforms has only
brought disaster?
to be continued
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