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|_etter Prom “Che EJoitor

THE NIGHTMARE IN JAFFNA IS REAL. It has been real for a very long
time. On the one hand, the Police stationed in Jafna had become a night-
mare to the ordinary citizens—and especially after the IATR conference in
January 1974 the Police had thrown their weight about in a way that made
peaceloving citizens in Jaffna dread the sight of a policeman and to hide the
moment one was sighted. On the other hand, the shadowy underground
of young terrorists, who had surfaced in the North about the time of the
1971 Insurgency in the South, had initially acquired (owing to the unbelie-
vably stupid role of the Police apnd the United Front government) the halo
of saviours of the oppressed Ceylon Tamils, have now become a frankens-
teinian mojster terrorising into submission all those not willing to echo
unrealistic and provocative slogans about Eelam., This terroristic group
has epjoyed peninsular immunity under the euphemistic nomenclature of
the “militant youth wing'' of the FP and later the TULF and has now tried
to assume the role of MNatiopal Liberation Army fighting for Eelam. It is
purposeless examining the credentials of this seli-styled military wing of the
TULF or its attempt to don the mantle of a Liberation Army without even the
first elementary pre-reguisites of a separate state. Furthermore, Eélam is
not likely to be a realistic factor in Sri Lanka politics in the foreseeable fu-
ture. Theso-called militant military wing can at best be nothing more than
a group of terrorists trying to impose their will and their creed (if they have
one) on hapless Tamils and others who reside in the territory where they
operate. History has shown—especially in the last hundred and fifty years
when terrorism had acquired ideological respectability—that terrorism,
like crime, does not pay. And, what is worse is that only a tiny hardcore
of romapntics and dedicated ascetics among terrorists have ever been able
to sustain the political idealism that had driven them to terrorism. Moreover,
terrorism as such has failed in all countries and at all times as a weapon
to achieve long or even short term political objectives. It is only in very
exceptional and rare cases has a terroristic group been able to transform
itself into an army of national liberation. In Sri Lanka, a Tamil Eelam is not
a practical proposition now or in the immediate future, and ic is therefore
inevitable that the so-called militant (military) wing of the TULF should
degenerate into a group using terror to browbeat people into accepting its
views on Eejam, and aiso to collect money to finance Its activities by
methods which can be only termed criminal and anti-social. At a time when
the Police were unpopular and in disfavour in the Jaffna peninsula, murdering
anti-TULF politicians or killing pelicemen had a touch of romantic political
bravado, and because of this the psople of laffna were not willing to assist
the police to apprehend these law-breakers. But today a new situation
has arisen. The ultra-extremist political projections of this terroristic
group through a pliable TULF |eadership, anxious to score electoral
successes, led to the disastrous EXODUS ‘77. The terrorist youth and
even some of the older TULF leaders also seem to think that EXODUS ‘77
has laid the foundations for separation: that such disaster and sufiering would
bring world-wide support for the Tamilians fighting to set up Eelam. And,
in pursuance of such belief, TULF [eaders have talked recklessly to inter-
national newsmagazines like the Newsweek and Asiaweek about the thousands
of Tamil youth who were prepared to join a liberation army and how they
expected arms to pour into their territory from several nations. The
terrible repercussions that such expressions of folly have brought the Tamil
people made these |eaders issue half-hearted denials but they are of little
avail as the mischief has already been done. In the meantime, the terroristic
groups have stepped up their criminal and anti-social activities. Tamil
residents in Jaffna who did not, and do not, subscribe to Eelam have been and
are regularly terrorised—through psychological terror at its worst
interspersed with robbery, assault, arson and threat of killing. Those who
workedfor candidates whofought the TULF are being shot at. Ordinary house-
holders have been threatened that if they gave information to the authorities
about the criminal activities of the group the entire family would be
“wiped out”. Banks and MPCS stores in Jaffna have been robbed with a
regularity that staggers imagination. And now the terrorists have started to
rob private citizens and homes as well. Tribune daily receives reports of
robberies in private homes all over the peninsula, and that the people so
victimised were still reluctant to go to the Police. A large number of
‘teenage rowdy and criminal gangs have also proliferated to make living in
Jaffna a dangerous hazard. The TULF's Eelam politics have reduced the
people in Jaffna to a life of permanent fear and to a total inability tolivein
peace with other communities in the rest of the island, It Is time that soma-
hing is done to end this unhappy state of affairs for the Tamil people.
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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK

o More About Work And
Less About Eelam

e International —New
China
Colombo, September 19,

The results of the Pottuyvil elec-
tion did not provide any surprises:
the UNP and the TULF won the
first and second places in this two-
member seat. The SLFP man, M.
M. Mustapha, a veteran from the
area who has been many times in
Parliament and who has held Minis-
terial office under different govern-
ments, came a very close third.
There is no doubt that the results
of the voting in Pottuvil electorate
showed that it is an anti-Eelam
vote, Of the 89,000 (approximately)
votes (two each) cast, the TULF
secured oply a little over 23,000
votes. The Pottuvil vote is a further
slipback from the percentage of
votes that the TULF had obtained
in other Eastern Province elec-
torates.

With the general elections now
completed, the UNP has 140 MPs
in tge NSA with the TULF having
18. But what is of significance, at
the moment, is that in the Easterpn
Province the UNP holds 8 of the
12 seats whilst the TULF has only
4: (the seats held by the UNP are
Seruwila, Muttur, Kalkudah, Batti-
caloa (one seat), Amparai, Saman-
turai, Kalmunai and_ Pottuvil (one
seat), and the seats held by the TULF
are Trincomalee, Batticaloa, (one
seat), Pottuvil {(one seat) and
Padirippu). -
Already the TULF MP ior
Padirippu has publicly stated
that the people of the Eastern
Province (no doubt those who
had voted TULF) would re-
ject the TULF's call for a
separate state if the Govern-
ment could satisfy their needs
in the spheres of agriculture,
education, transport, fisher-
ies and certain other mat-
ters. Reports have reached
Tribune that these sentiments
are also shared by other TULF
MPs not only in the Eastern
Province but also in other
places (especially outside the
Jaffna peninsula).

TRIBUNE, September 24, 1977

Tribune has for some weeks
been urging the TULF to “lay by
(to use legal jargon) the claim for a
Tamil Eelam sine die "and it is
heartening to find that the Madras
Hindu of September 8 in an edi-
torial entitled HOME TRUTHS IN
SRI LANKA asking that *TULF
leaders should forget, once and for

all, the idea of a separate state. .

We cite below the editorial for
the record:
“THAT MR. ]. RB. JAYAWARDENE,

Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, has
come out charply with the state-

ment that he would never permit
the divisien of the country was
only to be expected. It is true that
the demand for a separate Tamil
State was the main plank on which
the Tamil United Liberation Front
fought the recent poll and won a
jizable number of seat; in the
National Assembly (Parliament) to
form the main Opposition party.
But while it may have served as a
potent pre-election rallying point,
the Front leaders should surely
never have imadgined that separa-
tion wa: the answer to thair prob-
lems, though they and their fol-
Jowers had good reason to feel
frustrated at the continued neglect
of their interests by the past rulers

COVER

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

Madras “Mindu”

of the country. Fortunately there
are signs of a growing awareness
on the part of at least a section
of Tamil leaders that the grievances
of the Tamil minority are better
settled by negotiations and through
a political conzensus based on
mutual understanding.. True, the
communal issue raised ity ugly
head on several occasions in the
past two decades. True too that
only temporary measure; were
taken to “‘zolve’ the problem, with
no new, lasting solution anywhere
in sight. To-day the position looks
vmore promizing than ever before;
both the UNP Government’s policy
statement and the speeches of the
Prime  Minister and the Leader
of the Houge in the National As-
sembly have given a clear indi-
cation of the direction in which
it is propojed to tackle the prob-
lems of the Tamils. There iz the
reiteration of Mr. Jayawardene that
he wiil convene an all-party con-
ference to conpider the whole prob-
lem relating to the minorities and
ity decizions will be incorporated
in the new Constitution to be
framed for the country. All this
does appear to show the new Prime
Minister to be sincere, and must
be interpreted as such by the Tamil

THE PICTURE ON THE COVER,this week, was taken some years ago near
a junction in the remote Mapnar town of Murunkan very near the famous
Giant's Tank and its fertile and prolific paddy flelds. The picture has
not been chosen to draw attention to the mythical Eelam but to the total
lack of development of an area which, with a little effort, can become
one of the richest and most plentiful producers of rice and other
agricultural produce. Many people do not know that, apart from the
tanks, Manmar is one of the areas where tube wells can reach immense
quantities of groundwater hidden bepeath the limestone beds in the
subsoil (and below). Only in arsas with such limestone stratification
can tube-wells be sunk but there are also areas in Mannar where
surface wells are profitably feasible. A private organisation, with
West German assistance, has started sinking surface wells at low cost
with mechapical means in the Mannar District, and very soon it will sink
tube wells in addition. Wells are being sunk at a cost which is eply a
fraction of what it would cost if sunk by manual labour. They are also
many times cheaper than wells sunk by rigs owned and operated by
government departments. The Mannar District, which receives the
lowest rainfall in the Dry Zone of Sri Lanka, will soon be a land of
plenty with green fields and rich farms throughout the year. For the
moment, there is no danger of the groundwater being over-pumped
and becoming exhausted, but the future must be safeguarded by a
proper scientific hydro-geological survey to determine the saturation
limits of such tapping of groundwater. What is being done in Mannar
can be done in all the Dry Zone districts of Sri Lanka but it is essential
that an island-wide hydro-geological survey by competent persons should
be undertaken without delay. Some of the persons who were qualified
in this field have been carried away in a tidal wave of the brain drain in the
years after 1970—but there is no reason why they should not be
persuaded to return.
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J. R, Jayawardene

minority. The question cannot be

solved by sending all Tamils away

to the north and east or bringing

the Sinhalese to the south. Such a

process will only worsen the situ-

ation, fanning the flames of com-
munal differences. The Prime Minis-
ter’s clear cut reminder that the

majority Sinhaleze peopfe have a

right to live in the north which iz

dominated by the minority Tamilz
even as the latter have a right to-
live in the Sinhalese aregs of the

South is a home truth, the impor-

tance of which will stand any

amount of repetition. The TULF
leaders should forget, once ond
for all, the idea of a separate

State and work peacefully with the

Sinhalese, and it iz for the Govern-

ment to act swiftly to create the

necessary climate of confidence

50 that the Tamilz no longer feel

they are a neglected lot and mere

second clas; citizens.”

The Hindu has tendered this
advice to the TULF iy spite of a
report published in the same paper
on the same day under the heading
TULF DENIES PLAN FOR ARMED
STRUGGLE.

Mr. A. Amirthalingam, General
Secretary of the Tamil United
Liberation Front, has denied reports
that as a last resort, the Front iz
contemplating an armed struggle
t0 achieve a separate State for
Tamilz. He emphazized that if
at all they launched any struggle,
it would be a non-violent satya-
graha campaign. He said in a state-
ment that reports that the TULF
expected foreign countries to come
to its assistance by ‘‘pouring in
arms” were completely bazeless.
This denial was obviously made
because of the question and answer
interview which had appeared in
the Asiaweek of September 2 (this
issue of the weekly has not
been circulated in Sri Lapnka) in
which, among other things, Amir-
thalingam had boasted that there
were thousands of youths ready to
“ join a Liberation Army and that
arms would flow into their terri-
tory from many countries. This
interview is onply an elaboration,
after electoral victery and the
eruption of communal disturbances,
of the same kind of interviews that
Amirthalingam has given foreign
newspapermen during the last three
months.

It is only after the events that
have occured since the middle of
August and the backlash that has
overtaken the TULF and the Tamil

3

canm unity that the TULF leader

thought it necesssary to issue Such
a deaial through the correspondent
of the Hindu. He did not think
it necessary to hold a press con-
ference to issue such a desnial or
amplify how he hoped to win Tamil
Eelam through ahimsa. The less
said about Amirthalingam and his
emotional  outbursts of volatile
rhetoric the better for everybody.
It is significant that other TULF
MPs have beepn strangely silent in
the days of travail for the Tamils
in Sri Lanka in the last one month
(whether they will say anything
relevant in the NSA on September
22 and 23 is yet to bes seen).

The Hindu draws attention (as
Tribune has often done in recent
weeks), to the statemants made by
Prime Minister Jayawardene about
the problem of the Tamil minority.
Whilst firmly asserting that he
would not permit the division of
the country, the PM has indicated
that his government was prepared
to meet the just and legitimate
demands of the Tamils. He had gone
to the Eastern Province a few days
before the Pottuvil election (Sept.
12), and the report of one of his
speeches reflects, in no uncertain
way, the Government's thinking on
the matter:

The Prime Minister, Mr. J. R,
Jayawardene, yesterday asked voters
here not to waste a vote on a party
which was fighting for a separate
State because there would never
be such a State. Pottuvil voters
should also not vote for a depleted
Opposition, the Premier said gd-
dregsing a rally at the Akkaraipattu
Stadium, in support of the candi-
dature of Mr. M. A. K. Jalaldeen,
UNP nominee for the Pottuvil by
election.
As the government got down to
the business of tackling the econo-
mic problem of the nation, there
was an unfortunate clash among
the citizens of this country. He
did not know how jt had started.
A Commission headed by a retired
Chief Justice will be appointed to
inquire into how they all started,
he said. The trouble began in
Jaffna but there was no reason
why people in other parts of the
country should kifl each other over
something that had happened in
Jaffna. He could not understand
why people in the south for instance
killed or looted others and set
fire to their property over a inci-
dent in Jaffna and by that act they
had hindered the economic pro-
gress of the government.

’

Yesterday he had visited Batticaloa
and insiructed officials to render
all assiztance possible to those
affected by the recent spate of
violence. [Expressing his deepest
sorrow for all innocent people
who were victimi of racial vio-
lence, the Prime Minister said ha
had always strassed that Sri Lanka
“is a multi-racial zociety”. The
Sinhalese were the major com-
munity in the society and thz Mus-
lims and the Tamilz formed a very
essential part of the society. There
were Tamil-speaking Muslims and
Tamils who wished to see a United
Sri Lanka, he said.

“l/ am not the Prime Minister
of one race or one couptry.” the
Prime Minister said. “In fact more
Muslims and Tamils have voted
for the UNP than for any other
political party in the country at
the last general election. As the
Prime Minister, [ have to thin< of
all these people.”” He said it was
true that Tamil people had grie-
vances which were reasonable.
During thz 7 year period of the
previous government nothing was
done to redress them. Thzy were
deprived of jobs and discriminated
in education and government dc-
tivities. He said this government
already corrected the disabilities
in education. Similar corrective
steps would be taken in other
fields too.

Appealing to the Tamil people
and other; to repose complete
trust in  him Mr. Jayawardene
disclosed that a package of econo-
mic relief awaited the nation in
the next budgst. The nation’s next
budget was only two months away.
After that there would be rapid
progress in the economy of the
nation which would benefit all,
he said. :

He said within one month the
prezent government had done what
the previous government could not
accomplich in 7 years.

Mr. Jayawardene who flew here
by helicopter following a visit to
Batticaloa and Trincomalee to inz-
pect rehabilitation programs there
wajs received by a mammoth crowd.,
Mr. Jayawardene said that the
country was overflowing with paddy.
The bumper maha harvest had
brought in large stocks. The Goy-
ernment was expecting an equally
good Yala harvest He said that
the Paddy Marketing Board was
finding it difficult to purchase all
the paddy offered a; there were
no sufficient storage facilities. The
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Minister of Food ‘had been given
Rs. | Million to put up more stores
and to import spare parts for the
paddy millz. Mr. Jayawardene had
instructed the governmeant officers
to purchase all the paddy that
was offered.

The Prime Minister also appealed
to the farmers to zell their paddy
to the Paddy Marketing Board and
the millers. The Paddy Marketing
Board would provide all the faci-
lities for the storage of paddy.
He asked the officers of the PMB
to go to the fields and make the
paddy purchazes.

The Prime Minister assured that
all the paddy that was offered
would be purchased and they would
be given cash and document; of
purchase. These documents would
be honoured and they would get
all that was due to them. Mr.
Jayawardene said that both the
Wellawatte Textile Mills and the
Salu Sala owed Rs. 350 Million
to the Banks. That was the record
of achievement of the last Govern-
ment in producing textiles. In the
godowns of these two establizh-
ments there were textiles to the
value of Rs. 35 Million lying idle.
A very large quantity had gone bad.
Nobody wanted to purchaze them.
Still they had to be dizposed off, he
added.

As we have often pointed out in
recent weeks, no Prime Minister
of Sri Lanka has approached the
Tamil minority problem in this
way. No previous PM or Govern-
ment have said and done the things
J. R. Jayawardene and the UNP
have done since assuming office on
July 23.

One of the most important mat-
ters of greatsignificance is the fact
that Prime Minister Jayawardepe
has resisted the pressures from

certain sectarian organisations which-

have exercised great influence on
Prime Ministers, Ministers, MPs and
Governments in the recent past.
A report in the Sunday Observer,
September 19, 1977, by B. H. S.
Jayawardene under the heading:
RKPS ORGANISATION: DEPLO-
RES NARROW THINKING: PM:
“ALL CITIZENS ARE EQUAL”
makes it clear that the Prime
Minister does not mince his words
even on Sepsitive questions:

“The Prime Minister, Mr. J. R.
Jayawardene has severely criti-
cised a recently constituted orga-
nisation which protested to him
last week against the Government’s

TRIBUNE, September 24, 1977
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“No™ To Buddhist Sectarianism

stand on the standardisation of
marks at public examinations and
language, the Sunday Observer
reliably understands. In his reply
to the organisation the Prime
Minister has stated that he had
placed his  proposals concerning
these issues before the country at
the general elections and he had
received a mandate. He intended
to implement  those  propozals
fully. Mr. Jayawardene has stated
that he considers all citizens of
Sri Lanka equal. They should be
treated equally and be given equal
opportunities in a united Sri Lanka.
He has exhorted the organisation
to follow the teachings of the Bud-
dha and that it should not think
in the narrow terms of race. The
Buddha had preached for humanity
and not race, and Buddhists should
consider all human beings equal.

Mr. Jayawardene has told the
organization that perhaps it might
be better for it to concentrate on
the possibility of persuading Tamil
speaking people to embrace Bud-
dhism rather than demand that
they be discriminated against. The
Prime Minizter said he has received
complaints from several parents
that although their children had
received high marks at examina-
tions they had no future. It iz hiz
belief that while students in back-
ward areas should be extended a
helping hand, student; who quali-
fied should not be discriminated
against and should be provided
all opportunities.

The Sunday Observer, also un-
derstands that the Prime Minister
who was in communication with
other Buddhist organisations as
well last week has spelt out his
attitude toward: the consumption
of liquor. He was disturbed at the
increazed use of liquor in the coun-
try. He however did not favour
prohibition az he did not believe
that it will cure the evil just as
much as the prohibition of murder
did not eliminate murder. He
has however advocated a cam-
paign to be initiated by the Minis-
ter of Education, Mr. Niszanka
Wijeyeratne, for a start in schools
where teachers should set the
example and launch propaganda

on the evil; of drink. For govern-

ment's part, it is considering a
proposal to ban the wuze of liquor
by persons below the age of eigh-
teen years of age. It has already
introduced a code of conduct for
Minister; where only one attend
cocktail parties and for UNP Mem-

bers of Parliament who should
not consume liguor in public,

The Prime Minister has indicated
to these organisation; that he
believes ‘example i5 better than
precept and laws." On the question
of the propagation of Buddhism,
the other matter raized by Buddhist
Organization; government's - policy
iz to encourage the tranzlation
and publication of books on the
teachings of the Buddha which will
be undertaken by the Minister
of Cultural Affair;, Mr. E. L. B.
Hurulle, to whom finance will
be provided for the purpose.

In the meantime, even the ebu-
llient Mr. Amirthalingam seems to
have been compelled by the realities
of the situation to forget his Eelam
and come down to pragmatic solu-
tions to meet current difficulties.
A report by Neyille de Silva in the
Daily News of September 9, under
the heading TULF PROPOSES RE-
SETTLEMENT PLAN, indicates the
process of climbing down from the
high horse of Eelam to restoring
the status quo ante or something
close to it has beep reasdnably fast:

“The TULF initiated talks with
the Government on Wednezday on
the major task of settling aver
25,000 persons who fled their
liemes and work places during
last month’s violence, a substan-
tial number of whom do not wizh
to return. The leader of the TULF,
Mr. A. Amirthalingam, told the
Daily Mews that this was an
urgent matter since meost of the
displaced persons were without
any means of livelihood.

Mr. R. Premadasa, Minister of
Local Government, Housing and
Construction who has been en-
trusted with the task cf rehabili-
tating these persons is expected
to visit the North shortly to study
the situation. The TULF which had
discussions with the Prime Minis-
ter Mr. J. R. jayawardene and Mr.
Premddasa proposed that the re-
fugees be given State land in the
North and East for settlement
and that financial gassistance be
provided to allow them to get on
their feet once again. Mr. Amirtha-
lingam said that while some of
the displaced persons would take
to agriculture there were others
who had been occupied in one
kind of a trade or another. If set-
tlements were opened they would

be able to continue with their
earlier occupations in the new
settlements.
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Rehabilitation

The TULF delegation had also
pointed out that some of the pro-
fessional persens such @5 teachers
and doctors who had gone to the
North be assigned to schools and
medical institutions in the North
and Egst since many of them did
nat wish to return to their original
places, The TULF suggested that
generally public servants be given
further time to decide whether
they wished to return to work.
The Government had pointed out
that the first task was to collect
all the data with regard to those
who had been evacuated and those
still in the camps. Once all the
information i5 gvailable the Govern-
ment would map out its strategy
for the rehabilitation of these
persons. Mr. Amirthalingam said
that before any dialogue could
take place on outstanding isiues
it was urgently necessary to solve
the present problem facing the
displaced perzons.

A few days later, a report in the
Daily Mirror (17/9/77) under the
heading GRANT MORE TIME FOR
PUBLIC SERVANTS TO RETURN—
AMIRTHALINGAM showed that
Amirthalingam had got down to
the serious task of negotiating
with the Prime Minister and the
Government without preaching
rhietorical homilies about the up-
gent need to usher in Tamil Eelam.

The Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. A Amirthalingam has urged
the Prime Minister, Mr. J. R. Jaya-
wardene to gront more time to
those public zervants who did not
report for duty after the distur-
bances to enable them to decide
whether they could go back to
their former places of waork or not.
He has stated that he gathered
from- the newspapers that the
public servants who did not re-
port for work by September [9
would be put on no-pay leave. He
also stated that @ large number
of people have lost their belongings
and are destitute, Any attempt to
pressurise them without any con-
sideration of the extent of phyzical
and mental suffering and mate-
rial loss they have undergone
would be most painful.

He has stated he would therefore

make the following suggestions.

(1) that these public servants

be given more time to decide whe-

ther they can go back to their

former places of work. (2) If they

cannot go back they should be
given transfers to safe smtior}s
as appears to have been done in

5

the case of some Sinhalese officers

who were working in the North.
(3) In cazes where Tamil public
servants had been subjected to
physical violence or humiliation
in their offices in Colombo and
the outstations steps ba taken
to bring the offenders to book and
adequate measures of security be
provided against a repetition. (4) Till
these matters are adjusted and the
displaced public servanis can re-
port for wark either at their former
stations or at any new zafe station
t0  which they are transferred
they be enabled to report at the
kachcheries or branch offices in
the North or East ond arrange-
ments be made to give them their
full pay. Some of them have to
find the money to buy even the
clothing for » themzelves or their
families.

Mr. Amirthdlingam fas afso cited
certain instances of persons who
have gone back to their houses
after being looted.

With the TULF leader in this
chasteied mood trainloads and
planeloads of Tamil officers have
returned to Colombo. And what
is more epcouraging is that Sin-
halese residents of Jaffna have star-
ted returning to the pepinsula.

This is pot the time for re-
crimination. This is not the time
to hark back to the hoary
post, This is the time to get
things done to bring normalcy
back to the country so that
the work of development can
be started in real earnest.

THE UN SESSIONS WILL

FOCUg attention on all
the important problems
facing the world.. There are

over a hundred items on the agenda.
It is impossible to set out i the
space available to us even a few of
the more important problems that
confront the world. Sri Lanka is
an important member of the non-
aligned movement and has there-
fore a special role in the delibera-
tions particularly in regard to alarge
number of matters affecting the non-
aligned and the third world, eg. the
Middle East, Rhodesia and Southern
Africa, the conflict between Somalia
and Ethiopia in the Horn of Africa,
the New International Economic
Order, Third World debt, etc.
etc. It will be interesting to see
what policy attitudes are adopted
by the new UNP government
to these and other matters like
World Disarmament, Detente apd
Energy.

Vietnam has been admitted as
the 149th member of the UN body.
There is no doubt that Vietnam is
destined to play a vital and impor-
tant role in Asian and world affairs.
And the role of Vietham as a
socialist couptry, with a new dyna-
mic and pragmatic approach to all
matters, and which is also able to
maintain successful relations with
Moscow and Peking, is something
that must be taken into cosidera-
tion. It may be sometime before
the impact of Vietnam's pew im-
pertance is felt in world affairs.

But Vietpam's giant neighbour,
the People’s Republic of China,
has undergone a new transforma-
tion under the leadership of Hua
Kuo feng and other leaders who
have been described by commen-
tators as ‘‘moderates and prag-
matists”. Whatever terms are used
to describe the changes, there is
no doubt that China has reached a
new landmark in its internal his-
tory. Much of it may be a further
extension of policies of the past
but there seems to be a great deal
that is new and different. The
recently concluded |lth Congress
of the Communist Party of China
set the stamp of the pnew oriep-
tation. Hindu's correspondent,
K. V. Narain, writing from Tokyo,
had ope of the best summaries of
what was achieved at the recept
Congress. “Chairman Hua Kuo-feng's
political report to the |lth National
Congress of the Chinese Com-
munist Party was a lengthy one,
going to over 20,000 words, but in
essence it boiled down to two
major points, pamely a detailed
account of how the “gang of four’
tried to usurp political power by
resorting to underhapd tactics and
how this attempt was crushed,
and, secondly, how the country
should go about tackling the major
task facing it now, that is, the
speedy modernisation of the eco-
nomy to catch up with the deve-
loped world before the end of this
century. To achieve this, Mr. Hua
recommended among other things
a vigorous revamping of the struc-
ture and functioning of the party.
The party constitution has been
re-written to prevent in future
attempts by 2 small coterie or
clique like the ‘gang of four' to
grab power. The basis for achieving
the speedy modernisation of agri-
culture, industry, science and tech-
nology and the armed forces with-
out having to face major * attempts
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at sabotage by enemies within the
country has been laid, in the first
place, through a large-scale reshuffl-
ing of personnel at the highest cen-
tras of power, namely, in the
membership of the Party Central
Committee, the Political Bureau and
its Standing Committee.”

The most important indication
of the changes in China is thenew
leadership that has besp chosen.

“The new five-man leadership
that has emerged in the country,
Mr. Huaand the four Vice-Chairmen,
Yeh Chien-ying, Ten Hsiao-ping,
Li Hsiep-nien and Wang Tung-
hsing, are all regarded as pragmatists.
This can be readily seen in the
fact that of the four vice-chair-
men, three, Yeh, Teng and Li were
close to the late Pemier Chou
En-lai. These same five people also
now constitute the Standing Com-
mittee of the Folitical Bureau,
which is the party’s highest deci-
sion making body. The new Poli-
tical Bureau is made up of 23 regular
members and three alternates. In-
cluded among them are a number
of people known to be etopomic
or technpical experts. Similarly, the
composition of the Central Com-
mittee has radically changed with
a large number of officials, who
were believed to have been under
the influence of the “gang of four”
being eliminated. In their place have
appeared a considerable number of
veterap officials and pragmatists, This
reflects the realisation by the new
leadership that the four goals of
moderpisation capnot be achleved
without the services of techno-
logists and men of experience.
There is also a significant increase
in the number of military men on
the Central Committee, and this
may be regarded as a well deserved
recognition of the ey role played
by the military in routing the
“gang of four'.

Chairman Hua also formally an-
nounced the end of the Cultural
Revolution. Apother impertant
point made by Mr. Hua was his
proclamation that the smashing of
the ‘gang of four’ marked the con-
clusion of the “Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution' that |l-year
old period which witnessed chaos
and disorder within the country.
China’s socizlist revolution and so-
cialist constructiopn, said Mr. Hua,
had now entered anew period of
development. In other words, the
regime would po longer tolerate
such nonsepse as that radical ideo-
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logy was more important than
proper education or that Chipa
could do without any dependence
on the latest techpological deve-
lopments, etc. Order and progress
are to be the watchwords for the
future. For the modernisation pro-
gramme, Mr. Hua offered a blue
print of “eight fighting tasks’ for
attaining great order across the
land which include in addition
to continuing the struggle against
the ‘gang of four!, party consolida-
tion and rectification at all levels
and vigorously pushing forward
the natienal economy. The impor-
tance given to the target of achiev-
ing the “four modernisations™ s
seen in the fact that this goal
is to be achieved before the end
of this century.

it will be interesting to examine
in the coming weeks other aspects
of China's transformation. But, in
foreign policy, China continues its
old line of implacable hostility to
the Soviet Union, A report from
Tokyo about this aspect ‘of China's
policy reveals some Interesting side-
lights: “Speaking later at a bap-
quet, given in his honour by Chair-
man Hua, President Tito came out
against one of China’s major political
concepts when he affirmed that
‘war is not unavoidable’. He con-
ceded thatthe international situa-
tion was ‘‘very complex and con-
troyersial’” and the fact that world
problems “are not being resolved
gives rise to our concerp. YVe can-
not say to-day that peace has been
secured: However, war is not upn-
avoidable.”

Speaking before Marshal Tito,
Chairman Hua once again resurrec-
ted the spectre of another world
war, He declared: “The two super
powers are feverishly expanding
their arms and preparing for war
and they are locked in a fierce
rivalry for world hegemony.
Their continued rivalry is bound
to Iead to a world war some day.
This is a question which needs to
be coped with serjously”, he said.

“The Chinese leaders had issued
the same warning during the re-
cent Peking visit of the US Secre-
tary of State, Mr. Cyrus Vance,
But at the banguet to Tito the
Chinese and Yugoslav leaders laid
emphasis in their speeches on the
similarities between the two coun-
tries’ independent policies. Both re-
frained from making any kind of
direct attack on the Soviet Union.
Chairman Hua emphasised Yugos-
lavia’s policy of independence vis-a-
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vis the USSR, but observers noted
the moderate tope used to express
the Chinsse warnings against (50-
viet) ‘hegemonism’. This was In
order to avold any embarrassment
to Marshal Tito, who was in Moscow
just over a week ago."”

With China's theory of the in-
evitability of another world war
as a result of super-power rivalry,
the Hua Kuo-feng leadership have
decided to medernise their army.
it doss not seem likely, in spite
of persons like Admiral Zumwalt
anc? others who are ajxious to
supply sophisticated weaponry to
China, that President Carter will
sanction the sale of arms to China
immediately. Secretary Vances's
recent visit to Peking was some-
thing of a fiop :

But China seems to be shopping
for arms wherever it is possible to
get them. According to the AFP,
a top Chinese military delegation
is to visit France bestween Septem-
ber 15 and 25 on the invitation
of the French Defence Ministry. The
delegation is to be headed by the
Deputy Chief of Staff of the Chinese
army, and the delegation is expec-
ted to visit several armoured, air
force and naval stations.

Reports indicate that EEC coun-
tries will offer substantial credits
to China to buy arms. France is
likely to offer its services to help
China modernlse its Armed Services.
China continues to explode nuclear
devices and it is likely that she
will be a major military power In
Asia and the world before the turp
of the century. This is a fact that
all countries in Asia in particular
must take into account in matters
of geopolitical strategy and in the
conduct of foreign affairs.
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SRl LANKA CHRONICLE

Aug. 29 — Sept. 1

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRl LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CON—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirror;
CO—Ceylon Observer; S$I—Sunday Times; DM—Dipa-

mina; LD—Llankadipa; VK—Virzkesari; ATH—Aththa;
SM—Silumina;  SLD—Sri Lankadipa; JB—lanadina;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; DW-—Dawasa; CM—Chintha-

Mmani; WK—VYYeckend; RR—Rivirasa; EN—Ealapadu;

MONDAY, AUGUST 29: Reports received by the
National Security Council from the co-ordinating
officers of the 22 districts in the country indicated the
situation in the entire island was returning to normal
after the two-week wave of violence; goods estimated
at Rs. 5 million have already been recovered by the police
and armed forces and search and recovery operations
were continuing on a large scale throughout theisland,
police and armed force officials said ye.terday; over 4,000
persons have been taken into custody for offences ranging
frem murder, arsop, loo‘tlfng and breaking the curfew.
Sources said that |12 lives were lost and 25,000 rendered
homeless and property estimated at around several
millions of rupees were damaged and looted. The PM
stated in a message to the World Peace through Law
Centre Conference which was held in Manila last week
that his government doesn’t believe in the achievement
of economic prosperity at the cost of human freedom.
The islandwide curfew was imposed frem 9 pum. List
night until 4 a.m. today, except in Jaffua. The CTB is
new operating most of the short distance buses since
curfew hours have been relaxed, accerding to a CTB
spokesman. The CGR will rup four special trains from

olombo to Jaffa, Batticaloa, Kandy and Badulla today.
The President of the SLFP, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike
has appealed to its members and supporters and the
general public to help maintain law and order; she
was critical both of the government and leaders of the
TULF, The police and armed forces will intensify ‘pre-
ventive action’ from six o'clock this morying in order
to copsolidate the incident-free situation that prevailed
during the weekend, ap armed forces spokesman said
last night. The Ayurveda Drug Corporation has begup
2 massive scale campaign to dispose of Rs. 30 lakis
worth of imported drugs at present stockpiled in the
corporation’s stores in Pettah. The Ceylon Communist
Party hopes that the recent tragic events would make
the TULF leaders think again, says the General Secretary
of the Party, Mr. N. Shanmugathasan in a press release
issued yesterday. The CP of Sri Lanka in a press release
has condemned the recent ipcidents of violence and
has called upan the working class and all patriotic forces
to categorically refect the path taken by the anti-people
elements. The MP for Mihintale has given notice of a
motion to be moved in the NSA calling for action to
be taken to afford the opportunity of re-employment to
youths who lost their employment on account of their
involvement In the April 1971 insurgency. All state

corporations which run at a loss will, in future be closed
down, the Minister of Agriculture and Lands said yester»
day—CDN. Thirty five thousand persons sought protec-
tion in the refugee camps Set up by the deferice forces
in many parts of the island, according to statistics
gathered by the government. Operation business as usual
startsat 7 a.m. today in the Fettah backed by the Security
Forces. Priority would be given to farmers to purchase
tractor spares and service of tractors from copsignn.ent
depots which would be shortly set up in major agricul-
tural areas in the island said the Chairman of the State
Training (Tractor) Corporation. Conditions were back

to normal yesterday, defence ministry sources said,
The Police and Army have formed a upit to recover
looted goods in the Kandy area—CDM. The FM is to
summon an all-party conference shortly to corsider
the problems of the non-Sinhala speaking peogle; its
decisions will be incorporated in the present copstis
tution. The NSA whizh meets again, according to the

standing orders, on September 6 is likely to adjourn

immediately after it assembles. The Indo-Ceylon steamer
service between Talaimannar Pler and Canushkodi
has been suspended indefinitely. A police Inspector
attached to the Moratuwa police was interdicted yester-
day because he had under the influence of liquor, threa-

tened volunteers working in conjunction with the police

to maintain law and order in the area. The Minister of
Housing and Construction yesterday directed the Comm-

issicner of National Housirg to take immediate actiop to

prevent unscrupulous landlords cashing in on the current
situation and evicting tenants. The Police are to sub-

mit a report to the PM op the circumstances that led

to the recent disturbances. About 11,600 refugees who

opted to leave Colomboe have been provided all possible
assistance and transport facilities by the government.

A bomb was thrown at the Colombo residence of Mr.

Cyril Mathew, Minister of Industries and Scieptific

Affairs at about 1.00 p-m. last Friday—SU. Commupal

inciters and those who instigate acts of violence should

be very severey dealt with is an order given to the police
and armed forces by the Ministry of Defence. A rekabili-

tation scheme to Settle nearly 40,000 refugees in the

North and East has been devised by officials cornected

with the refugee rehabilitation scheme—DP. A large
number of secret messages are coming the way of the

police and armed forces as to who instigated the

recent disturbapces in the country and they are follow-

Ing it up. People of Indian origin who have gopne as

refugees to the North can besettled in the Killinochi

area in settlement schemes—VK, The situation in Jaffna
has improved a great deal with the lifting of the curfew:

civilians belonging to organisations such as the Lions,
and Rotarians will also patrol the streets with police
personnel it was decided—EN. The International Ceve-
lopment Association has sanctioned 14 million dollars to
extend the pipe borne water scheme in Colombo and
towns south and North of it. All the cement factories
in the island will go into production again and will be
able to meet the country’s entire requirement of cement
according to the Minister of Industries and Scientific
Affairs—CO. There have been frauds to the value of Rs 14
lakhs and a great deal of bribery and corruption has takep
place in the Tobacco Corporation according to the Minis-
try of Industries and Sciertific Affairs. Many of the people
in refugee camps feel that in such a snall place with
very few Tamils, it would not be feasible to have a sepe
rate state—DM. The government is spending about a
lakh of Rs. daily for the refugee camps in the islapd—LD,
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 30: The Chairman of the
Cement Corporation said yesterday that the govern-
ment lost around Rs. 25 million this year as a result of a
major breakdown in cement production at the country’s
three major production units in Puttalam, KKS and
Galle; in Puttalam alone the loss of revenue is estimated
to be in the region of Rs. 15 million. The all-island curfew
was imposed from 10,00 p.m. last night till 4 a.m. today
except in Jaffna. The Minister of Agriculture and Lands
expressed the satisfaction that the situation in the
Central region 25 a whole was now fast retrning to
almost normality. The by-election to the Pottuyil seat
in the NSA is scheduled to be held on September I2.
The Minister of Local Government, Housing and
Construction in a reply to the letter of the leader of
the SLFP has said that it was incorrect for Mrs. Bandara-
naike to allege that no timely action was taken regard-
ing the Jaffna incidents; in fact the PM categorically
stated in the MNSA that a presidential commission would
be appointed to inquire into the whole matter; to
reduce the genssis of the incident in lafina to a simple
squabble is naivete in the extrems, he stated. The Minis-
ter of Agriculture and lands has directed that the
National Livestock Board with its expertise and facilities
should establish agro-industrial complexes in their
estates. The Geperal Secretary of the Sri Lanka
Vimukthi Balavegaya has called for an all-party
round table conference to solye the problems that exist
between the Sinhala and Tamil peoples. Mr. H. M.
Nayaratne, former deputy Minister was produced be-
fore the Kandy police and remanded. India has expressed
satisfaction at the steps taken by the government to look
after the interests of persons of Indian origin who were
caught up in the recent spate of violence. The city and
suburbs were free of aurl incident yesterday according
to reports received by the security sources; the intep-
sified patrols which began at dawn with the lifting of
the curfew continued throughout the day with Air
Force helicopters carrying out reconnpaisance flights
and radioing any suspicious movements of persons to
police stations and armed forces units in the respective
areas. Tea and rubber estates throughout the island
resumed production yesterday, as thesituation in the
country improved further and people began going about
their normal business in areas which had beep affectad
by violence earlier; police reported that 709% of the
shops which were closed at the height of the distur-
bances had been re-opened yesterday—CDN. Refugees
from Colombo and other parts of the country affected
by communal violence are pouring into Jaffna by air,
sea and rail; already about 10,000 of them have arrrived
and 6,000 sent either to their homes in Jaffna or to those
of their relatives and friends; there are about 4,000 still
left in the 10 camps in Jafina; there are also 4,000 mostly
from Vavuniya in the Killinochchi district. The eleven
day Kandy Esala Perahera ends with the day perahera
today. The Ceylon Fisheries Corporation contributes
only 2% of the total fish consumption of the country,
according to statistics of the Ministry of Fisheries. Ac-
cording to the Chairman of the Building Materials
Corporation, sales depots would be opened in every
electorate by the BMC so that house-builders and cthers
would be able to purchase their needs in their own
areas. Conditions in the couptry returped to mormal
esterday except for an incident reported from
La,yanikl.llam in the Vavuniya dsitrict; Tamil govern-
ment and mercantile officials who had kept away from
work last week resumed work today—CDM. The Jana-
wasa Commission set up by the previous gevernment
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has been abolished; the Minister of Agriculture and
Lands has placed the management of all Janawasa insti-
tutions in the country in the hands of GA’s. The Com-
mission of Inquiry into malpractices in local bodies
headed by the former Chief Justice will hold public
sittings on Sept. 5, in respect of matiers relating to the
Colombo municipality . The PM yesterday moved Into
his official residence Temple Trees—SU. The Municipal
Council of Jaffna has agreed to rebuild the 105 shops
in the old market and 26 shops near the bus stand which
were burnt in the recent fires. Yesterday there was
curfew in the Puttalam district from 6 p.m. till six a.m.
this morning; in other areas it was from [0 p.m. till 4
a.m. Railway officials who were working in the Southern
part of the island and who have gone to Jaffna as refugees
have decided that they will not return to work in the
South. Mr. 5. Thondaman has asked the government to
set up refugee rehabilitation szhemes under the Ministry
of Secial Services and give them relief—VK. -Many
peopie who have been the victims of the recent wave
of violence in the country, have either resigned their
jobs, or else left them, while others have asked for
transfers to the MNorth and East, All Heads of Depart-
ments and Corporations have been issued orders to see
that their employees are given adequate protection
when they getback to work—DP. Traders in Jaffina have
agreed to open their shops and conduct business as
usual except for the jewellery shop owners who were
rather diffident after the recent incidents; lorry drivers
had refused to bring things outside the peninsula and
take back other foodstuffs. A lorry carrying refugees
from the Mankulam area to Mapnar was attacked en
route and four persons were killed including a constable.
The TULF has sat up a committee to collect information
regarding the recent violence in the island—EN.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31: Sri Lanka yesterday
condemned Israeli moves to set up three new Jewish
settlements on the occupied West Bank and invited the
international community to take effective action to halt
these moves; addressing a news conferepce yesterday
the Foreign Minister said that the government was ‘dis-
turbed and alarmed’ at the current developments on
the Israeli occupied West Bank. The Minister of Social
Services yesterday visited refugee camps in Colombo
and assured the refugees that the government would
do everything possible to help them to overcome their
present difficulties. With conditions gradually returning
to normal persens in transit camps are moving out to
their former homes; the Director of Social Services
said families who had decided to return to their former
homes and are in need of financial assistance would get
Rs. 50 per family to purchase cooking utensils; in the
case of a family whose house is damaged Rs. 300 would
be paid to repair the house; this would only be if the
family stayed in the house. Moreshops, boutiques and
other business establishments re-opened yesterday and
were given maximum protection by the Police and ar-
med forces. SLFPers who took a hard line at this month's
stormy session of the party's working committee are
collecting signatures of card carrying members calling
upon the Freedom party hierarchy to summon an
emergency meeting of the 600 member executive
committee immediately. The Ceylon Leather Corpora-
tion is working out a scheme which would provide
employment for 8,000 persons within six months, ac-
cording to the Chairman of the Corporation. A Com-
mittee under the chairmanship of Mr. S. Thondaman
has been appointed for the express purpose of assessing
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damages suffered by Tamil victims of recent incidents
of violence and to explore ways and means of obtaining
appropriate relief to such affected persons. The Presi-
dent of the Islamic Institute in a press release on the
recent event in the country has advocated the setting
up of a permanent committee of national unity,
comprising prominent members of each community
which could work immediately for peace and harmony
in the event of any exigency—CDN. The situation in
Jaffna had returned to normal and Tamils who had gone
to Jaffna after the recent outbreak of violence were
now anxious to return to their homes and jobs in
Colombo and other areas; this has been reported by a
high-powered team of officials sent by the PM to several
areas affected by the disturbances to ascertain the condi-
tions prevailing, especially in regard to the food situa-
tion. The Minister of Education has ordered that the
teaching of ‘Principles of Socialism’ in schools be stopped
immediately; this was a compulsory subject for the
HNCE examination. The Janawasama Commission has
not been scrapped but the board removed from office
till such time as new members were appointed. The
curfew in the whole island, except in Jaffna district, was
operative from |0 p.m. yesterday till 4 a.m. today; in
the Puttalam district the curfew was operative from
6 p.m. till 6 a.m. today. An all round increase in industrial
quotas to industrial entrepreneurs is in the offing; the
Minister of Industries and Scientific affairs, has decided
to ease the system of foreign exchange allocations now
being made to local industrialists and increase such
quotas. The Minister of Trade has decided to distribute
synthetic textiles through private authorised traders
channelled through the Lanka Salu Sala; hitherto 809/
of synthetic textiles manufactured by the private sector
and government undertakings was distributed through
co-operative societies; the other 2090 was distributed
through the manufacturer's retail outlets, A woman
doctorin a suburban hospital has been sent on com-
pulsory leave by the Minister of Health for allegedly
refusing to attend on a patient—CDM. An alleged
attempt to shoot the MP for Badulla is reported to have
been foilled by one of his supporters. The Central Bank
of Sri Lanka has decided to raise the bank rate in the
country by 1094. The Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia area will
soon have a new telephone exchange—SU. DMK Minis-
ters have appealed to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
India requesting them to send aid in the form of food
to help the victims of the recent violence in Sri Lanka
and the Minister Vajpayee has agreed to think over the
matter. Mr. A. Amirthalingam will meet the PM soon to
discuss the position and steps that can be taken to reha-
' bilitate the refugees—VK. About 1794 families had sought
refuge in camps in Colombo; of this 1040 lost their

roperty; 211 families came out of panic for refuge
Feaving their things behind. 543 families did not lose
much—DP. The Commissioner of Inland Revenue has
said that the non payment of Income tax in 1974 amounted
to Rs 173 lakhs—LD.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER |[I: The islandwide
curfew which had been in force for the past 10 days
was lifted yesterday following security reports that
life had returned to mormal in most areas and the
situation in the entire isiand was calm and quiet; the
only area which had the National Security Council
worried this week was the Puttalam district, but the
tension was now diffusing; security sources said that
the Armed forces would stage a phased withdrawal
of troops in most areas, while the police would heighten
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preventive action and maipntain maximum vigilance
throughout the day and night in all areas. The Central
Bank has increased its bank rate, which is the rate at
which it lends to commercial banks, from 8 1/29/ to 109
effective yesterday, the Senior Deputy Governor of
the Central Bank said today. The issue of the sugar
ration which the government announced last month
will commence today. The Pid has asked Cabinet Minis-
ters to submit plans to provide employment for 5 lakhs
of unemployed before the Cabinet meets on September
5, according to Mr. R. Premadasa. The Minister of Plan-
tation Industry has told the Janawasama, Sri Lanka
State Plantations Corporation and the Usawasama to
launch a *Crash Food Program’ immediately. The Finance
Minister in the new government of Sri Lanka will seek
West German support for his country’s economic deve-
lopment in talks here next week, the Sri Lanka Embassy
in Bonn said yesterday. The period of office of the IGP
has been extended by one year with effect from August
this year—CDN. The Minister of Transport, has directed
that Workers” Councils in the CTB and the Railway
be dissolved with immediate effect. A copference was
convened by the GA, Jaffna dist, to eplist volunteers
among the civilian population of laffna to do 24 hour
patrolling of the entire Jaffna city in association with
the police and army units commencing from Monday.
Four employees of the BMC retail depot were inter-
dicted yesterday for alleged indifference and dis-
courtesy to the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and
Sports, according to a senior official of the corporation.
89 incidents were reported upto last Friday from the
Pettah area in the one week of violence. The distri-
bution of synthetic textiles will be channelled through
the private trade from today. The CWE has now in
stock, 1500 cwts of dried fish which will be made avai-
lable to the public through its retail distribution out-
lets, co-operative societies and authorised dealers, the
Ministry of trade said yesterday—CDM. A top-level
CID inquiry is under way into an alleged threat on the
life of the PM. All night mail trians, suspended due to
the recent disturbances and the curfew, will be resumed
from tonight. The Minister of Agriculture and Lapds
has decided to utilise the Agricultural Extension Centres
throughout the island for the storage of one million
bushels of paddy. A sum of Rs. 420 million is being
utilised for a five year programme of intensive malaria
control. The Ministry of Education is making arrange-
ments for teachers who left their stations due to the
recent violence, to return to their respective schools.
Nearly 140 shops in Jaffna belonging to the Municipality
have been burned down. The Minister of Sports and
Parliamentary Affairs has assured the staff of the De-
partment of Rehabilitation that the government had o
Intention of scrapping this dept. The Minister of Public
Administration and Home Affairs said that all cases
of political victimisation after 1970 would be probed
by his deputy mipister and he has been empowered
to recommend redress including compensation and
promotions—SU. Over 40% of those who were victims
of the recent spate of viclence have not yet informed
the police; therefore, all those who suffered in any way
are asked to report to the nearest police station.—DP.
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JULY ELECTIONS

Tamil Mandate For
Eelam

—fact or fiction —

by Fr. Tisza Bala-uriya
Director, Centre for Society
and Religion

At the general election the
TULF sought a mapdate from
the Tamil-speaking people on
its demand for a Tamil Eelam.

The writer contends that the
voting figures do not indicate
an overall mapdate apd that
the Tamil-speaking people have
by the manner in which they
voted pointed a way out of the
impasse.

In order to understand the signi-
ficance of the 1977 general election
concerning the demand for Eelam,
one must see how the TULF inter-
prets the issue. According to its
manifesto the new 1972 Constl-
tution was drafted by the Sinhala

eople for their own advantage.
t is said to have been rejected by
the "Tamil MNation” which is now
said to have no alternative but to
take its sovereignty into its own
hands. For this the TULF wanted a
mandate from the *Tamil Nation'.

How does the TULF understand
the “Tamil Nation''? lts manifesto
details the grievances of the Tamils
including “the Muslims in the Eas-
tern and MNorth-Western regions
of Ceylon”. It says “When we
speak of the Tamil Nation, we re-
fer to the entirety of the people
in this country to whom the mo-
ther tongue is Tamil”. It adds the
“TULF views the forthcoming gene-

ral eiection 43 an opportunity to
obtain the mandate of the Tamil
Nation and on the basis of its right
to self-determination, re-establish
the Indzpendence of the state of
Tamil Eslam, the expression of
thesovereignty of the Tamlil Natien®'.

But when the manifesto says
that the 1972 Cogstitution was
rejected by the Tamils, it takes inte
account the boycott ‘‘by 15 out of
the 19 elected Tamil representa-
tives"” but ignores the support of
elected Muslim representatives for
the Constitution. Hence there Is
an ambiguity in the use of thae
terms'‘Tamils'" and “Tamil Nation'.

There is no clear indication
of the area claimed for Eelam,

The only reference is to the
13th century position. “At this
time, the territory stretching in
the western seaboard from Chilaw
through Puttalam to Mapnar and
thence to the Northern Regions
and in the East Trincomalee and
also the Batticaloa Regions that
extended southwards up to Kumapa
or to the Northern banks of the
Kumbukkan Oya were firmly es-
tablished as the exclusive homeland
of the Tamils. This is the territory
of Tamil Eelam.”

This is a large chunk of Sri

Lanka. It is far more than the
MNorthern Province. This is also

the area in which the TULF

contested.

The TULF manifesto stated that
“the General Election of 1977 is a
crucial one to the Tamil Nation'.
It ends with a fervent appeal to
the “Tamil Nation'' to vote for
the TULF, because ‘“‘the upanimous
verdict of the Tamil-speaking peo-
ple is indispensable. Hence we ap-
peal to you to set aside your passions
for, or prejudices against individual
candidates to forget differepnces
of region, caste or religion and
with the one and the only deter-
mination of making the Tamil

Vates Anglysed

Matlon master of its Destiny. To
VOTE (or the Tamil Upited Liber-
atiop Front, for the emancipation
of the Tamil Mation, for the Free-
dom of Tamil Eelam.” (Quotations
from TULF Manifesto in Tribune
August 6 and Aug. 12, 1977).

This article does not seek to dis-
cuss the reasons for the demand
for Eelam. It attempts an analysis
cf the results as published in the
newspapers and is subject to cor-
rection. We believe, however, that
these do not affect the substance
of the argument.

Ve have written earlier in thesa
columns copcerning the distribu-
tion of the Tamil population in
Sri Lanka More than galfthe Tamils
are outside the Northern and Eas-
tarn Provipces (SB? according to
the Tribune of 27.8.77). Less than
1{3 of the Tamil populatiof is In
the Northern Province. If we take
Tamil-speaking people as the ‘Tamil
Nation®, then the proportion in
the MNorthern Province is still
smaller. Colombo with 103,000
“Ceﬂon Tamils” is the biggest city
of “Ceylon Tamils” in Sri' Lanka.

In order to analyse the TULF gene-
ral election results, we shall con-
sider four areas: Northern Pro-
vince in two sections (a) Joffna
Peninsula  (b) Mainland of the
Northern Province excluding the
Peninsula: (c) Eastern Province;
(d) Puttalam Electorate. Thereafter
we can see the result; for both
Northern and Eastern Provinces
together.

In the Jaffna Peninsula the TULF
got a clear verdict in favour of it.
The 10 electorates gave the TULF
223,463 votes out of the total of
311,235 votes. Independents got
76,103 votes, UNP 7,140, LSSP
4,529, SLFP 1,042 in the Peninsula.
Hence 71.8% of the votes were in
favour of the TULF. This was 58.5
of the electorate. Ope could there-
fore argue that the Jaffna Peninsula

TULF VOTE AT GENERAL ELECTION 1977
Total  Absten- Total ¢ TULF TULF 9
electorate tions & polled pol?ed votes 9 of votes
spoilt elec-
. torate
Jaffna Peninsula 381,591 70,356 311,235 81.5 223,463 58.50 718
Northern Province 493,176 86,919 406,257 8251 278,293 56.4 68.5
Eastern Province 385,191 49,792 335,401 87.1 QVe3- 23925
Northern and Eastern Provipce B78,367 136,709 741,658 844 370,456 42.2 49.94
Puttalam 37,177 6,107 31,070 . B3.5 3,268 88 105
MNorthern & Eastern Provinces & Puttalam 915,544 142,816 772,728 844 373,724 40.8 4836
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Whers fs Eelam /

responded poslelvely o the TULF
demand. Ten of its 18 seats in the
National State Assembly are from
the Pepinsula,

in. the Northern Province, as a
whole 68.5%, of the votes and 56,4%
of the electorate were for the TULF
i.e, 278,293 votes out of 406,257
voters and an electorate of 4%3,176.
Abstentions and spollt votes were
36,919 or 17.5% of the electorate.

in the Nerthern Provinze 83%
of the population is "Ceylon
Tamil and $5.4% is Tamil-spea-
king. Hence even here that
one third of the votes was
afninst the TULF has some
significance,

in the Eastern Province the
case is clearly against separa-
tion. The UNP won elght seats:
Samanthurai, Kalkudah, Kal-
munai, Seruwila, Batticaloa
(:nd) Amparai, Muttur, and
ottuvil (1).

The TULF won Padirup-
pu, Trincomalea and Batti-
caloa (ist) and Pottuvil (2nd)
At Padiruppu the LSSP, SLFP
and UNP together got 6,412
votes as against 15,877 for the
TULF.

in terms of votes the UNP had
136,296. TULF 92,163, SLFP 81,419,
LSSP 6,570, FP (Batticaloa) 11,221
and Indeperidents 7,252. The UNP,
SLFP and LSSP which are defipitely
against separation obtained 224,778
votes or &79, of the votes. The
TULF had only 27.5% of the votes
cast. Abstention were 49,792 or
12.99; votes of the total electorate.

The TULF obtained only 23.9%

of the votes of the total electorate,

although 76.754 of the population
are Tamils and Meors (Ceylon
and [Indian) and Ceylon Tamils
alone are 40.9%;. The Sinhalese
populgtion is only 22.5% of the
population and hence could not

make up the bulk of the 66.9%

that voted for the parties that

are definitely against separatism.

One would have expected the
TULF to be quite sobered by this
decision 'of the Tamil-speaking pee-
ple in the Eastern Province. It has
definitely no mandate to claim the
Eastern Province for any proposal
for an Eelam.

When we take the Northern
and Eastern Province together we
see an important phenomenop,
Within the Jaffna Pepinsula 71.89%
of the votes were for the TULF,
but in the Eastern Province only
28%9;. Taking both provipces to-

I

gether the TULF had 370,458 votes,
This Is 49.9% of the yotes cast, But
as there were |36,709 abstentions
the TULF vote is only 4229 of
the total electorate in the North
and East. The votlng pattery is
81.5% In the Peninsula, 85.0% in
the 4 Northern electorates outside
the Peninsula and 87.1% in -the
Eastern Province. The pational aver-
age was 87.2%.

Nearly one-fifth of the Peninsula
has not voted. Therefore, the popu-
pulation of beth provinces consi-
dered together one cannot say
that the people have voted as a
whole positively for a separate
state. Only half the votes cast were
for the TULF. But 57.8 per cent of
the electorate have pot voted for
the TULF.

The Puttalam Electorate tou-
ches Mannar in the North and has
nearly 20 per cent Ceylon Tamils,
38.4 per cent Ceylon Moors and
2.9 per cent Indian Tamils and
Moors. Hence &l per cent of the
population are Moors and Tamils.
The TULF toyed with the idea
of attracting the people of this
electorate to its fold. But the re-
sults were disastrous. It obtained
only 3268 votes out of 31070 voters
and an electorate of 37,177.

This is 105 per cent of the
voters and 8.8 per cent of the
electorate. Hence even the 20
per cent Ceylon Tamils here
have not all voted TULF and
Tamil-speaking people outside
the Morthern and FEastern
Province have rejected the pro-
posal for Eelam.

The election results aiso show
clearly that the Tamil-speaking
Mustims do not favour Eelam.
This is scen in the Eastern Pro-
vince, and in Puttalam. In Manp-
nar the Muslims being nearly
30 per cent of the population
may explain the large vote
against the TULF in an electo-
rate where only 4.2 per cent of
the population is Sinhalese.

One can say that the TULF has
failed to obtain the support of the
Moors for its proposal for a sepa-
rate state for the Tamil-speaking
people. Not a single TULF elected
MP is a Moor.

This also contradicts the
tion that the Tamil-speaking peo-
ple have pot accepted the Repu bﬂcan
Constitution of [972.

The Ceylon Workers’ Congress
(CWC) which joined the TULF, ex-

posi-

pressed its unwillingnBss to suppori
the idea of @ separate state for the
Tamil-speaking peoples. At the general
election and in the new parligment

the CWC atands apart from the
TULF.

% ® * *
TOFICAL

History And Tamil Eelam

by Dr €. R de Silva
Dept, of History, University of
Sti Lanka, Peradeniya

THROUGHOUT the ages history
has been used (or distorted) to
serve a variety of causes, In ancient
times the preservation of legends
about their past enabled tribal
groups to fashion a common cul-
tural heritage. In more recent
times empire bullders like the Bri-
tish have used the study of history
to train and inspire their colopial
administrators and to instil a sense
of awe in their colonial subjects.

Clcser home, in Sri Lanka, it
can be argued that the recording
of pious deeds and the patronage
of religion by locai rulers in ancient
times was designed at least in
part, to inspire later rulers to con-
tinue the tradition. In contempo-
rary Sri Lanka, too, the Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF)
has turned to history to justify
its demand for a separate state.

The TULF leaders assert that
there was a separate and distinct
Tamil kingdom, in the north for
centuries before the Westerners
arrived in Sri Lanka. There can be
ne contradicting them on this
score.

A separate kingdom centred in
the laffpa Peninsula existed in Sri
Lanka from about the early |3th
century to 1619. in fact, one can
go even further. During certain
periods within these four centuries
this kingdom was the most powerful
in Sri Lanka and for 2 brief space of
time it even seized the western
seaboard almost up to the envi-
rons of Colombo. The Portuguese,
coming to Sri Lanka in the early
sixteenth century, often used the
word CEYLAO to depote onmly
that part of Sri Lanka south of
the Tamil kingdom,

But the use of history to justify
one’s position is a two-edged wea-
pon for we know many other
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facts about the history of this Tamil
kingdom. Fer most of the four
hundred years of its existence
It was a small and rather weak
kingdom copfined to the Jaffna
Peninsula and its environs. It never
wielded power over the present
Eastern Province which the TULF
claims is part of the “traditional
homeland" of the Tamils.

Nor was this kingdom always
Independent for it often ackpow-
ledged the suzerainty of the do-
minant power in South India and it
was once .overwhelmed by a
Sinhalese army from the south.

But what is most significant

is that the Tamil kings of

the north did not really think
of themselves as separatist
rulers of a Tamil kingdom.

They like all Sinhalese kings

aimed ultimately at being

CHAKRAVARTHIS-monarchs

of all Sri Lanka. It is the

later historians (including
myself) who have for the
sake of convenience writ
ten somewhat misleadingly of
kings of Kotte, Kandy and

Jaffna.  Their inscriptions

show that all these rulers

considered themselves as
rightful (and protestizl) Kings
of a united Sri Lanka,

Indeed, on concentrating their
gaze on the reality of a fragmented
polity in Sri Lanka in this 400-

ear period of our history the
2'I"ULF leaders might well have come
to underestimate the strength of the
ideal of a united island—an ideal
fashioned during the first one thou-
sand five hundred years of our his-
tory generally termed the Anuradha-
pura period and kept alive by his-
torical writing thereafter.

It was an idea] strong enough
to persuade the Western colonial
rulers—Portuguese, Dutch apd Bri-
tish—to place the control of the
northern areas not in the head-
quarters of their possessions in
South India but in Colombao.

But this ideal of unity can be
preserved only upon a founda-
tion of justice. Instances of discri-
mination on the basis of race,
language and religion have been rare
in our history—at least up to re-
cent times.

Tamils rose to high positions
under Sinhalese rulers and Sinha-
lese willingly accepted the Naya-
yakkar's from South India as their
rulers, Sinhalese kings set up ip-
scriptions in Tamil as well as in
Sinhalese.

For many centuries Sinhalese and
Tamils have lived in peace and
friendship side by side. However
unless justice and fairplay are en-
sured the idear of unity might
soon be belie by the reality of
disunion.

Contemporary conflicts must be
solved by examining the problems
of the present with a vision of the
future. An understanding of the
past could help if we are ready to
see the whole picture and not
just the portions that suit one's
case.

Our history is 50 long and 50 varied
that any one can find instances of
division, injustice, conflict and even
hatred if he looks hard enough—but
are these to be the foundations of
our future ?

LETTERS

ON CURRENT MATTERS
General Actygalle

Sir,

I hesitated to write to you under
a pseudonym, but your issue of |0th
September has a letter from Thina-
karan Reader. | am therefore em-
boldened to write to you as a
Tribune Reader ip the expectation
that you will publish this letter.

| was delighted to read the page
‘Confidentially’ in which you have
made very generous and gracious
references to General Don Sepala
Attygalle. The General deserved
every word you had written in
that article. Will you permit me
to add to it about an incident that
happened at the height of the
recent communpal violence? About
3.00 p.m. one afterncon I received
information that a very young
family with 2 small children was
likely to be the victims of attack
that night. The neighbours ad-
vised the family to quit. Perhaps
it was well intentioned and in
their interest as well.

My first reaction was to take
them away. On cooler reflection,
| felt it was hasty and upwise. |
therefore contacted a high Police
Official and sought his help. In
fairness to him | must say he was
most understanding and sympathe-
tic, but very clearly told me that
I could not expect any help! How
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Army Assistance

good would it have been if he had
offered to jump into his 504 and
at least call on this frightened
family, merely to show that he
even cared! But no. He advised
me to pray and said he would do
the same! | was half inclined
to remind him of Napolean's ex-
hortation to his troops Trust in
God but keep the powder dry (I must
apologise for the reference to
Napolean, because the TULF has
also sought to rely on him, but was
debunked by our PM).

What could | do next? It was
evening and night would socopn set
in. | remembered a Major in the
Sri Lanka Army—one whom | knew,
but not so well as the High Police
Official. | telephoned him and he
answered the call. His first question
was “Is it Security you need’. |
said “Yes. But are you quite serious
that you can help me immediately
—in a matter of hours?"”. The Major
shot back (very kindly of course)
with the rapidity of a machine
gun “'Quick—do not waste time.
Give me the address. Give me the
name. My men will be there in
less than half an hour. And 1 will
see them myself personally later
at night”. I gave all this informa-
tion to the kind Major and called
back the family 15 minutes later
to find that the soldiers had already
gone, done a round of the neigh-
bourhood and promised frequent
patrols of the area. The entire
atmosphere changed. The neigh-
bours were more friendly and the
young family was more at peace.
This is pot all. The Major, true
to his word, called on them and
personally assured himself that the
danger that had been building up
had been contained and defused.
For some days later too, this very
considerate Army assurance was
given and the family is npow more
confident.

What a contrast to the Police
respopse. What illnpess has come
over the Police? Is it so thoroughly
inept and totally demo-
ralised? What does it think
it is there for and paid for by the
tax payer? Is it merely to don uni-
forms, run around in 504 cars and
participate in Weliare Association
meetings! | do hope that the Prime
Minister will re-organise the Police—
and soon.

Obviously, the Sri Lanka Army
owes it's ethos to the Genperal, We
are all proud of our Army. That
young family is alive today be-
cause of General Attygalle and his
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Army. It is a Tamil family.! think
we should not permit the General
to doff his uniform for some years
to come. With him at the head of
the Army and Prime Minister
Jayawardene in Temple Trees, we
can sleep peacefully at night and
get about our work by day. Is
Felam worth even talking about!?
Let us be one proud Nation.

General, | salute you and your
Army. | salute the Major and his
men. May the good God be with
you and your officers and men.
| refrain from naming the Major,
for it can be misunderstood. He
repeatedly assured me that he was
only doing his duty. William
Wordworth’s ‘Ode to Duty’ may
perhaps be dedicated to General
Attygalle and his Army.

Regular (recently) Tribune
Reader—A Jaffna Tamil.
Colombo.
12.9.77

®
Colonisation ?

Sir,

In your issue of September 3,
Mr. James T. Rutpam dismisses
as a faptastic idea, the colonisation
by Siphalese of the ‘‘traditional
hoemelands” of the Tamils. He
even compares it to the Jewish
settlements on the West Bank, which
is a totally different problem, as
the one refers to colonisation of
territories occupied subsequept to
a war of expansion and the other,
to population migration within the
confines of one's country.

The modus operandi suggested
by the Nayale Thero of Vajirarama
Temple leaves much to be desired.
However, | feel that the basic cop-
cept is correct.

The Norman invasion of Britain
and the Chola invasions of Sri
Lanka occured round about the
same period (there were Tamil
settlements here long before this
too). The Normaps and Saxons

ceased to be two separate races

within a couple of centuries and
were referred to as English.

In our country, separatism con-
tinued throughout the centuries
and the tragedy of communalism
led to the disastrous events of last
month. It is this ipsistence on a
Tamil Homeland, as distinct to the
areas populated by the Sinhalese
(whether referred to as Eelam or
not) that nourishes the monster of

13

communalism. | feel that the prob-
lem can only be solved by volun-
tary migration in both directions
—North and South—and then
“Homeland’” will mean the same
thing to us all—Sri Lanka.

Mrs. P. Amerasinghe

Anniewatte
Kandy.
8977
e
Division Of The Island
Sir,

According to the front page
news item in the Ceylon Daily News
of 6.9.77 the PM has assured the
Maha Nayakes that he will not
allow the country’s division.

Incidentally does the PM approve
of the division by the British of
this Island into nine provinces!
And this has been perpetuated
by the wholesale copying from the
Soulbury Constitution to our Re-
publican Constitution ignoring the
fact that much water had flown
gast the Kelani Bridge since the
oulbury Constitution!

If when independence was gran-
ted we reverted to the origipnal
three provinces which permit am-
ple' space and scope for all ethnic
groups to stretch themselves and
develop according to their genius,
this problem of Eelam would never
have arisen.

Certainly it is not unreasonable
to consult the clergy on secular
matters but such consultation sho-
uld not be confined to one coterie.
If, in secular matters, clerical consul-
tation is considered necessary, then
Hindu, Muslim and Christian clerics
too, the Maha Sangha administer-
ing historic shrines such as Naga
Deepa, Tissamaharama, Kiri Vehera,
Anuradhapura, Kelaniya, Mahiyan-
gana etc., representatives of the
Laity and even representatives of
atheism should be consulted, i.e.,
consultation should be broad based
and not narrow.

| have observed that Dr. Abraham
Koveor expresses more unbiassed
and reasonable views even in parti-
san religious matters than the
clergy themselves.

The earliest kingdoms in Lanka
were not Buddhist e.g., Ravana's
and the Kataragama  kingdoms.
Furthermore the voice of the
masses (laity) must also be heeded.

World histery is replete with
instances of mighty kingdoms and
empires that have crumbled to
dust because their rulers ruled
according to only their own and
their  private clergy’s wishes and
not the people’s wishes e.g., Pha-
roah's kingdoms, Babylon, Niniveh,
ancient Persia, Russia etc.

RW.W
5, De Alwis Avenue,
Mount Lavinia.

6.9.77
]
TULF Alone
Sir,
I read your jourpnal regularly

because you objectively analyse the
political scene here and elsewhere.
But why do you wear blinkers
sometimes when you refer to the
TULF!  You haye not given them
the necessary credit and prominence
due to them by virtue of the fact
that they are the major Opposition
arty in this country and that their
eader is the leader of the Opposi-
tion. You also gloss over the other
undeniable fact that they and no
one else can speak for the Ceylon
Tamils.

That some Tamils did not vote
for or agree with the TULF is as
immaterial as 1.2 million Sinhalese
did not vote for the UNP. This
is surely the main thrust of parlia-
mentary democracy. You have
never conceptrated on this crucial
issue, namely—has the TULF the
right on behalf ofthe Tamils who
gave them a clear mandate on this
issue to ask for a separate state!
Other matters eg. whether such
a separate state is feasible or prac-
tical are different questions. You
have made very pertinent com-
ments about the statesmanlike
qualities or lack of them of the
TULF.

But what do you and your rea-
ders have to say about this request
by the major opposition party
remembering that they are the
only party to openly declare that
they are for a Sovereign, Socialist
and Secular state.

R. Y. Chandra
61, Pita Kotte Road,
Kotte.
i1 September 1977
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Ratepayers Plight

Sir,

Like a lope veoice in the wilder-
ness, | have been agitating for the
past two decades in the Interest
of hapless ratepayers throughout
the country to obtain relief for
them In the matter of the iniquitous
“Warrant costs” consequent on
their inability to pay their rates
on the due date for reasons be-
yond their control. | have been
doing this with every change of
-government without success apd

am taking the liberty to appeal

to the dynamic Minister of Local
Goverpment in the hope that he
at least will take appropriate ac-
tion in the matter to remedy this
unhealthy state of affairs ere
long. Never again will 1 revert to
this subject.

A tax-payer, whose quarterly
tax is rupees ten, has to pay a
rupee extra as ‘warrant costs’,
while one whose contribution is
rupees one hundred per quarter is
carled upon to pocket out an extra
ten rupees! is it fair to pepalise
the latter in this manner! Isp't
it ranle discrimination against a
certain type of people? After all
the cost of writing out a “warrant’
—If Issued at all—and the labour
expended in the process is the
same In both cases. Why shouldn’t
there be a sliding scale for ‘de-
faulters’ with twenty five cents as
the minimum and a rupee as the
maximum amount recoverable on
this score? In the large majority
of such cases;, rate-payers expe-
rience difficulty in finding the money
to pay tax on the due date for
various reasoss, and itis grossly
unfair to pepalise them so heavily
forno faule of theirs. Itis tanta-
mount to harrassment of already
over-burdeped tax payers.

Incidentally, there is another
matter which calls for the consi-
deration of the authorities. Should
it not be made a legal requirement
that necessary amenities must, as
far as practicable, be provided in
all wards before a council is justified
in recovering rates from the rate-

ayers of a ward that is sadly neg-
ected for political reasons—as it
so often happens nowadays—or
otherwise? This will ensure that
ratepayers of every ward will get a
fair and square deal at all times,

Qur rulers are apt to forget—
when It suits them of course—that
wa are no longer under colonial rule
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and that it is time that rules, bye-
laws etc., enacted in that era were

‘changed for the benefit of the peo-

le whom they cliim to serye,
t Is indeed a pity that no Minister
of Local Government since Inde-
pendence had addressed his mind
to such matters as this and made
the necessary changes in the rela-
tive Ordinances in keeping with
moderp trends. It is up to the
present holder of this office to
remedy this unhealthy state of
affairs.

C. E. J. Alles

113, Anagarika Dharmapala
Mawatha, Dehiwela.

30.8.77

@
Witch-Hunt?
Sir,

All right-thinking people of this
country, irrespective of their party
sympathies at the general election,
heartily welcomed the Prime Minis-
ter's statesmanlike gesture of allow-
ing Mrs. Bandaranaike to address
the nation over the state radio
and of making a specific request
that Mr. Anura Bandaranaike be
accommodated the helicopter
that went to N'Eliya to bring back
Mr. Gamini Dissanayake, Minister
of Irrigation, Power and Highways.
Even those who thought that Mr.
J. R. Jayawardepe's talk about
giving a respopsible place for the
Opposition was oply election time
demagoguery, had to rethink their
thoughts. Through this action he
gave an indicaticn to the whole
world that he was pnot so petty-
minded as to further humiliate
the vanquished. He also showed
that he was prepared to translate
his righteous thoughts into actiop.

The attitude thus displayed is
quite in keeping with his philo-
sophy that the co-operation of all
sections of the people should be
obtained to solve the problems
and achieve rapid progress in this
country. He even regretted the
absence of veterans like Dr. N. M.
Perera and Dr. Colvin R. de Silva
in the NSA and expressed his de-
sire to get their co-operation in
solving the nation’s problems.

But unfortunately a trend Iis
now developing. probably at the
instance of a myopic section within
the ranks of the Government itself,
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which may, instead of uniting the
people, keep them divided forever
and eyen obstruct the Implementa-
tion of the Leader’s lofty Ideals.
The present trend is to harp on
the misdeeds of the previous re-
gime, going even to the extent
of hurling personal abuse, and to
find in the defeated parties an easy
scapegoat for all problems, whether
it be communal or post-election
clashes,

if this trend is allowed to deve-
lep unchecked ths expected de-
parture from the eariier pattern
which began with the dawn of
Independence, will continue. Ear-
Her pattern has bean for the goverp-
ment to do the very things (good
and bad both) they criticised from
the Opposition and for the Opposi-
tion to induige in the very things
they condemned from the govern-
ment benches., Examples are many
to illustrate this national weak-
ness. And this unprincipled beha-
viour on the part of our political
parties has been the greatest obs-
tacle on the way of our nation's
progress. It is, therefore, our fer-
vent hope that the Prime Minister
Mr. J. R. Jayawardene will sur-
mount every obstacle on his way,
whether from within or without
and establish in this country a
righteous and socialist democracy.
D.IL M
Colombo.
1.9.77

“Take Away Atheism,
And I'll Accept

Marxism'*
(TRIBUNE, July 23)
Sir,
We canpnot but agree with

“Inna'" when he points an accusing
finger at the exaggerated idea of
the right of private property which
many who called themselves Chris-
tians have harboured apnd continue
to harbour, and which has given
occasion to the rise and spread
of atheistic Marxism.

If only we had properly grasped
Christ's insistence on spiritual de-
tachment from our worldly pos-
sessions, shedding off greed and
avarice. .f only we had listened
to what especially the recent Popes
have told us about the common
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purpose of earthly goods, paying
just wages, sharing responsibilities
and profits!........

Did pot Lenin himseil say, at
the end of his [ife, that if Russia
had had ten St. Francis Assisi’s,
there would have been no need
of the terrible bloodbath that was
the Revolution?

And yet, even while we say to-
gether “mea culpal’, we are unable
to admit that F‘lzrxlsm could be
unreservedly baptised after taking
away atheism from it.

Marx, as is well known, built
his system on Hegel's dialecticism,
and on the materialism of Fuer-
bach, for whom matter alone exis-
ted from eternity to eternity,
there being no room for an immortal
soul nor for life beyond the grave.

Of course, once a Marxist admits
God and sheds his atheism, mate-
rialism falls to the ground as a pack
of cards.

But then what would remain
of Marx’s philosophy? You might
rejoin! “At least his analysis of
the capitalistic society would stand,
with the remedy that he proposes,
which remedy is: Matiopalisation
of all the means of production;
State monopolies; a continual class
struggle in violence and mutual
hatred: dictatorship of the prole-
tariat; totalitarianism.”

I ask you: Can a true Christian
meekly swallow this new gospel
and still remain a Christian?

The spirit of Christ is pot the
spirit of Caip. This continual vio-
lence and hatred is repugnant to
Christ as much as to Buddha. It
makes man fit for the jungle life,
like Cain.

Neither would Christ approve
of an authority chat would pot be
there to *“serve” men, but to
“dictate’ to them arbitrarily, mak-
ing them a pack of dumb slaves,
frightened into silence and acquies-
cence. The State is for man, not
man for the State, Even He who
creates every human being to His
own likeness, respects the human
creature and gives map what really
makes him a man, this awful, ex-
hilarating, terrible gift of freedom,
of Independence. The dignity of
every human person is supreme
in our christian Social outlook;
and this is the very reason why
we would like to spread the right
and practice of private owner-
ship, “to provide map with a fully
necessary area of independence,
an extepsion and safeguard of per-
sonal freedom,”

i5
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MNow, totalitarianism cuts ac the
root of all this fine tree.

Can a Christian agrees to that
mutilation?

Evidently we must love Marxists
as our brothers even though they
be labouring under dangerous illu-
sions. We must pray for them and
learn how to live with them. Strong
is our faith, and relying on our
Church’s stand, we can prudently
dialogue and even work with them
to bring about the necessary social
reforms through legitimate above-
board Channels.

Yet if we understand what Chris-
tianity stapds for and what Mar-
xism involves, the verdict of Pope
Pius XI still stands: “A true Chris-
tian cannot be a true Marxist’.”
Even if it were possible for Mar-
xism to shed its atheism, the loss
of human liberty is too blg a price
to pay for a plate of lentils.

C. Jannaccone, S.1
Denlyaya.

REVIEWY

ON VIOLENCE

by Jayantha Somasundaram

The Guilty Are
Afraid —1

An intelligent appraisal of the
events of the last two months would
begin with an acknowledgement of
the strength and extent of the
popular mass movement of predo-
minantly I{'t:u.mg people, which bro-
ught J. R, layawardene to power
on July twenty-first. This was done
in our last article entitled Tiger by
the Tail which was in fact written
before the communal riots begap.

As soon as it became known
that the UNP had retaken the reins
of government, a backlash of vio-
lence began. It was led by the
young supporters of the UNP apd
in its initial stage could even be
sKmpathised with, to the extent
that it was directed against corrupt
SLFP Mudalalis and co-op officials
who had epriched themselves at
the expense of the people during
the previous seven years. There
were instances where hoarded stocks
were forcibly taken and distri-
buted among the people—this was
commendable.
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it ls important te remember
however, that the UNP has never
been democratic or disciplined as
far as it's interpal party structure
Is concerned. Thus the pecple
who took to the streets fo}rowing
the election were not disciplined
UNP vcadres, but mest anybody
who wanted to join the bapdwagon
of merry makers. And this includad
criminal elements as well.

Post-election  effervescepce ra-
pidly degenerated into naked vie-
lence, leading finally to a curfew
in some areas. There was syste-
matic looting and arsen directly
against SLFP supporters through-
out the island. In addition, vio-
lent reprisals were carried ocut—
resulting at times in injury and
death. It is estimated that over
thirty pecple lost their lives within
the first week,

It is interesting to recall the
condemnation which Mrs. Bandara-
naike came in for, due to her re-
fusal to publish the Siriwardene
Re}:\ort on ‘post-election violence
1970". In the columns of the pational
press there was a lot of lead wasted
about commissions to investigate
this year's violence. Upto pow
nothing has been done. Is it per-
haps that those with Ipfluence
and power are afrald to expose
the guilty?

The initlal violence was politically
localised, in that it was directed
only against the SLFP, and other
sections of the population were
oblivious of, and indifferent to, it.
Moreover the national press was
careful to play it down. The con-
duct of the police at this stage
merits copsideration. It is strange
that despite the pre-election mea-
sures regarding security that Mrs.
Bandaranaike had taken, intensive
and prolonged violepce directed at
wrsons and property took place.

ere any serious attempts made
by the police to stamp out the vio-
lence and looting? Or as occured
on the Peradeniya Campus, were
those who were at the receiving
end of the looting silenced in
remand?

We now get on to the second
phase of post-election violence.
This occured mostly within gov-
ernment departments and corpora-
tions. It consisted of the harass-
ment of non-UNPers. The victim-
isation and dismissal at all levels
of those whose loyalty was suspect
was widespread, and what the UNP
Unions could accomplish, breath-
taking.  The harassment meted
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out to non-UNPers within goverp-
ment institutions was also totally
blacked out by the national press.

This is not sSurprising when one
remembers that the state controlled
press was also falr game when it
came to the loyalty-test, In this
colump we documented thehappen-
ings in one such institution—Lake
Hotize.

What is worth noting in re-
trospect is, that while men apd
women Wers being knocked aro-
und inside state institutions like
Lake House, the police were on
guard - outside. The police were
increasingly becoming idle bystan-
ders while people who did not pass
the green litmus test were beep
given the works.

We need hardly go down the
list department by department and
corporation by corporation. But
the gathering momentum of mob-
rule was becoming increasingly visi-
ble. In the CTB where the UNP
chairman was arbitrarily removed
due to pressure from the wunions,
we had an example of the direction
in which things were going.

Looting and arson had become a
way of life. Thuggery and intimi-
dation was now-the accepted norm.
And the police were progressively
abdicating their role as defenders
of the citizen. The rule of law was
non-existent,

'As in the case of the attacks
directed against SLFP shops and
co-operative officials, the vyiolence
of the unions did not become natio-
nally prominent, But indiscipline
was growing at a tremendous
pace. It had to break out on a
national scale sooner or later.

#*

Tell It To The
Birds—2

Many people including ourselves
vehemently oppose the policies of
the TULF. Nevertheless, to lay
the blame for the events that begap
on August sixteenth at the door
of the TULF, is to be myopic to
the extent that one discounts
the first two phases of post election
violence, phases that we dealt
with in this column earlier. It
is true that TULF leaders have
indulged in extravagant and ip-
flamatory oratory. But they are
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innocent of the violence that ger-
minated in Jaffna on the sixteenth.
It was a straight forward police—
civilian clash, of the type and in-
tensity that is pot wupusual in
Jaffna. It was the attacks that be-
gan on Tamils south of the Elephant-
pass on the night of the sixteenth
that set the terrifying ball of vio-
lence rolling.

Beginning on the seventeenth,
for ten days, with parabelic inten-
sity, violence was recorded throu-
ghout the island. The worst inci-
dents took place under the cover
of the thirty-five hour curfew.
It is relevant at this stage to also
draw attention to the criminal neg-
ligence of the railways which ran
trains on the Northern line on the
morping of the seventeenth when
they knew that the sixteenth mail
trains and stations on the northerp
line had already been attacked,
It would appear’ that the govern-
ment and its departmepnts were
anxious, even at the expense of
life and property, to maintain the
facade of normalcy.

It was violence that was both
cowardly and sadistic., The hood-
lums never took on opponents
who could defend themselves. Both
Tamil and Sinhalese victims were
predominently the  defenceless.
women, children and unarmed men.
The level of sadism displayed was
such that we have lost the right
to call ourselves a civilised nation,
no matter what pius platitudes
our religious leaders may come up
with. Our Society is very very sick.
The national neurosis that dis-
Played itself in the cowardly sadistic
attacks of both Sinhalese and Tamil
hoodlums and the placid indiffe-
rence of bystapders calls for im-
mediate attention.

It would now be interesting to
examine some of the specualtion
that has arisen in the press and the
country at large, about the causes
behind and the forces directing,
commupal violence.

One important allegation has it
that the whole thing was an SLFP
plot from beginning to end. How-

. ever, to grant the SLFP such genius

of conspiracy cum organization,
would beg the question why talents
were not used to success ully win
the election itself. And secondly,
why such potentials for violence
gave them no protection agaipst
the vicious attacks, including mur-
der, directed at them in the imme-
diate aftermath of the election.
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. Another interesting theory is
that the police were inactive and
perhaps condoned the chaos be-
cause they were with the SLFP.
But this ‘makes nonsense out of
the conduct of the police in the
first three weeks after the election.
If there was such a great degree
of loyalty, let alone sympathy to-
wards the SLFP within the police
why didn't the police defend them
when they were being murdered
and their shops looted? Further,
if the police was known to be up-
reliable and disloyal to the UNP,
Why were precious days and lives
allowed to slip away before the
troops were called out!? Health
Minister Senanayake told parlia-
ment that the police were not doing
their best to quell the violence
and he related how a man was
murdered, in front of the Kandy
police station. Strangely though
troops were not directly deployed
until the all-island curfew had been
introduced on the twentieth and
volunteers were only mobilised
on the twentysecond. While the
troops were on the streets and the
government in a position of strength
why then didn't they purge the
SLFP elements in the police?

Another theory is that the hood-
lums were SLFP supporters, But
how the dickens can one reconcile
such a theory with the obvious
identity of hoodlums who were
loose between July twenty-second
and August seventeenth?

The SLFP is a party with viru-
lent communal elements within it,
and it has used communal passions
to political advantage. It is per-
fectly conceivable that such ele-
ments would exploit an ongoing
process of communal violepce. But
to give them the centre stage in
the drama that really began on
the twentysecond of July is to
throw reason to the winds.

We see therefore that the pat
theories of Government politicians
and their pational press don't
hold water. This story about vio-
lent SLFP inciters and non violent
SLFP policemen—tell it to the
birds.



Dhamma And The Law

FROM THE CEYLON DALY NEWS;
SEPTEMBER 5, 1977

Rule Of Law And
Equality

by O. H. de A. Wijesekera

In enunciating his concept of
‘Dharmishta Samajaya’ the Prime
Minister has emphasized that in a
righteous society the Rule of Law
should prevail and that there should
be equality before the Law for
all citizens. While most of those
who have commented on the con-
cept have dealt with the religious
and ethical significance of it, not
much attention has been paid to
the above facts highlighted by
the Prime Minister. It is of course,
natural that to the Buddhist mind
what looms large in the idea of
‘Dharma’ is its basic sense of the
‘Doctrine’ which in the socio-
political context refers to the lay-
ethics (gihi-dhamma), as outlined
in several ethical sermons of the
Buddha, especially the ten Prin-
ciples of Righteous Rule (dasa-raja
dharma). This aspect of the concept
has weceived considerable treat-
ment at the hands of able expone-
nts of Buddhism. The purpose
of this article, however, is to in-
quire into the relationship of the
concept of “Dharmishta Samajaya”
to the socio-legal principles of the
Rule of Law and equally before the
law, which have been emphasized
by the Prime Minister himself
in this connection. It is also signi-
ficant that the Prime Minister as-
serted in the same breadth that
whatever religion one adheres to,
whether it be Christianity, Isla m,
. Hindu or Buddhism, these aspects
of the ‘Dharmistha Samajaya’ would
be agreeable to all. Thus it becomes
clear that the Prime Minister was
laying down socio-legal principles
for universal application, and not
merely referring to any sectarian
doctrine.

As | have shown elsewhere
(Buddhizm and Society, 1951), there
are several references in the ear-
liest Canonical Buddhist texts to
the legal basis of social organisa-
tion and good government . In the
Cakkavatti Sutta of the Digha
Nikaya thereis considerable eviden-
ce to prove that even the meparch
had to subscribe to the Rule of Law.
The ideal monarch is described as
one who ‘honours the Dhamma
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(the law of righteouspness) res-
pects it and revers it, paying homage
to it and hallowing it"”. This whole
passage (15) upholds the superiority
of right over might: in other words,
the Rule of Law. In another passage
(9 the king who rules by fiatas an
autocrat (svamatena) is condemned
in upmistakable terms. The regal
Norm or Dharma is said to derive
from the socio-moral insights of
holy men who “rencunce the cal-
lousness that arises from the in-
toxication of sense, devoted to
forbearance and sympathy and
who have mastered, calmed and per-
fected themselves are thus able to
advise the moparch on what is
good and bad in government.”

From the above cited passage
it is clear that the source of autho-
rity for the legal abligations binding
on the monarch is the spiritually
developed moral conscience of holy
men, Law in other words must
derive from the insights of morally
perfect human beings. Students of
the philosophy of Law may see a
similarity between this Buddhist
concept of the source of legal au-
thority and the theory of Matural
Law in the West as found in
Aristotle.

To quote a recognized authority
on the subject: “The maninstream
of patural law thought flowing from
Aristotle’s idéa that the “nature
of any creature from which legal
obligations must be derived s
what it will be in its fullest and
most perfect development, that is
to say, what man is when the power
and qualities  distinguishing him
from othersand his impulseto social
living, are fully developed.” If we
make allowance for the difference
between the East and the West
in the conception of the ideally
perfect human being it has to be
admitted that the two theories
run parallel to a great extent.

Even mere important than the
above principle of the Rule of Law
in the Buddhist view is the sccio-
Jegally pregnant concept of equality
before the law. This idea may sur-
prise those who are pot acquainted
thoroughly with the contents of
the teaching of the Buddha. In
the same Sutta as cited above there
is a passage (12) which cleariy states
that the monarch should rule his
domain treating all his subjects
equally (samend), i.e, impartially.
The Pali phrase according to the
majority of manuscripts should read
“dhammena samena’ meaning that

the ruler should admipister his
domain not only rightecusly but
also with equity, The Fali word
ramena is derived from the adjec-
tive sama meaning ‘equal’ apd is
used adverbially in the context.

THe socio-legal principle that all
citizens*should be treated as equals
and that even the ruler must con-
sider himself 2s equal to the others
is emphasized in another socio-
moral doctrine contained in the
Four Bases of Popular Service
(zanghaha-vatthu), namely liberality,
civility in speech, altruistic service
and the feeling of equality or im-
partiality (somanattata). This last
word implies the right of each per-
son to be considered equal to every
other citizen, politically or socially.

It must be kept in mind, how-
eyer, that Buddhism does not
make the' bland assertion that all
human beings are equal. According
to the Buddha human beings vary
infinitely in their psychological capa-
cities and biclogical inheritance.
¥What, therefore, this term means
is that everyone has a claim to hu-
man rights, and that the ruler
should make no difference bet-
ween the citizens on the basis of an
inherent rights and privi!eges,sucz
as sometimes claimed for racial
and religious cemmupities ip some
societies. In the Jight of these
copsiderations one can well under-
stand why the Prime Minister, with
his deep knowledge of Buddhism,
referred to the principle of equality
before the Law in promoting his
idea of Righteous Society.

In emphasizing this principle in-
his administration Mr, Jayewar-
dene is following in the footsteps
of the greatest Buddhist ruler ip
history. In his Fourth Pillar Ediet,
Asoka, the most illustrious em-
peror of India, if not of the whole
world, admonishes his adminis-
trators and agents in these words:
“lt is most desirable that there
should be absolute equality for all
in all lezal proceedings and in the
dispensation of penal justice (vi-
yohalasamata ca dandasamataca) It
cap be seen that this injunction
of Asoka merely attempts to put
into practice the doctrine of equity
laid down in the early Buddhist
scriptures as ipdicated above. Stu-
dents of the history of civilisation
will no doubt appreciate the fact
that the Buddha nearly 2500 years
ago had realized the socio-legal value
of the concept of equality in the
administration of the State.
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The importance of the concept
of equality in the theory of patural
justice has beep emphasized by
writers on the philosophy of Law.
As an upholder of the theory of
natural law the distinguished Ger-
man legal philosopher, Gustay
Raduburch, has declared quite
clearly thac “where justicenis not
even striven for, where equality
which is the core of justice is cons-
tantly denied in the epactment of
positive law, there the law is not
only ‘unjust law’ but lacks the pa-
ture of law altogether.”

in conclusion | may point out
that the concept of ‘Dharmishta
Samajaya’ as epvisaged by our Prime
Minister is a legitimate Buddhist
concept enshrining the best fea-
tures of the ideal Buddhist society
as outlined in the Pali Canon znd
practised by Buddhist rulers of all
times. It is unnecessary to add that
in the present context whey an-
tagonisms are aroused In the minds
of individuals In our multi-racial
society the need to respect the prin-
ciple of equality in political and

social dealings is of paramout
importapce.
# ¥ *

WHAT THE COUNTRY NEEDS—3

A Sound Educational
System

—1o develop the personality of
the future cilizens and to
meet the demands of the
development of the country—

by R. Kahawita

In 2 modern society, education
has become the obligation of a
Government. Democracy cannot
survive in a society that does lip
service to education or so designed
to subvert the young mind to
undermine the established socia]
order. The main fupctions of edu-
cation are: first to generate a citi-
zen who can fit into a democratic
way of life with a sound character
and develop a moral personality,
and secondly to arm him with know-
ledge to contribute his mojety to
the community in which he lives.
The prosperity and progress of his
community depends on what each
one of its members can contribute

to the community both morajly
and materially.

All civilized commupities shaped
their day to day life on principles
of Virtue, goodness and “‘true
manliness”. These principles were
based on the religious teachings
they followed. In the Western
countries which came under the
influence of Christianity, education
and building up of moral character
started in the grear Monasteries.
Similarly in Sri Lapka, in early
times, Pirivenas and Buddhist
Monasteries devoted much of
their time to education and deve-
lepment of human personality. The
temple in the village was the seat
of learning—teaching was confined
to humanities, moral values and
character formation. In this respect
the ideals of education in Sri Lanka
had a common ground with the
teaching Mopasteries of Western
civilizations. Early educationalists
irrespective of the location of
human societies, realised the peed
of a religious background to create
the “moral man”. The accumula-
tion of other forms of knowledge
was subservient to the former,
though there was the need for both
to go side by side to equip man
to understand nature and his en-
vironment on his onward march
to be “like unto his creator.”

In our own political orbit, we
have declared ourselves a democracy
based on Buddhist Principles, and
have accepted Buddhism as the
State Religion, while guaranteeing
the freedom of all other religions
to free flowering within the de-
mocratic way of life. That is to
say, a Buddhist state with full free-
dom to all other religions—in short
a religious denominational state,
Then if we accept that the first
obligation of the educational system
Is to build up the “moral man”,
“a moral map"” according to his
religious convictions and beliefs—
religious education and the prac-
tice of the individual's religion
must form a part of such education.
This has been accepted by two
major political parties today, one
party has done so pot by convic-
tion but by what the nationalized
educational system - has done to
degenerate our youth,

Before Sri Lanka gained inde-
pendence, during the much-mali-
gned colonial era, there were many
denominational  schools, where
teaching of religion was a rigorous
routine and formed a part of the
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Before Schools® Takeaver

school curriculum, and compul
Sory to those students who be-
longed to the religious denomina-
tion of the school. There wers
several disadvantages to the indig-
nous religious bellevers because
theirschools were in the provinces
and  pirivena  teaching never
got beyond ‘“‘classical education”.
Whereas the foreign religious de-
nominations came to Sri Lanka
armed with the Sciences and very
:5gressi\re teaching religious orders.
hey scored op this point compared
to teaching institutions managed
by Buddhists, Even here, the few
schools there were, were inspired
by “Foreigners”. This denomiua-
tional rivalry was the beginning
of state interference and the edy-
cational deterioration in Sri Lapka.
It became a very portent and fertile
ground to gain political popularity
with the masses who were born to
a Buddhist environment.

Before State took over education
and Its mapagement, we wish to
recount briefly what was in Sri
Lanka before independence. Thep
elementary education was compul-
sory and iree. The child was taught
three R's. Reading, writing and
Arithmetic. This teaching was pro-
vided in State rup schools as well as
in religious denominational schools™
which were supported by a grant-
in-aid scheme. This took the child
upto the fourth standard at about
age level Il years. Thereafter se-
condary education of a child started
in schools run by various depo-
minations. State financed one such
institution of a pon denomipa-
tional character. They were all
fee levying, supported by a supple-
mentary grant-in-aid scheme, pro-
vided the schoois were open to
periodical inspections, assessment
of quality of education, for purposes
of up-grading, The Public Examipa-
tions were Junior and Senior of
the Cambridge University and Lon-
don University Matriculation. All
examination papers were set In
England, corrected in England and
results issued within three months
the most. The system worked
very well and never was there
any gquestion of rigging, unfair
marking of Answer papers, or
marking failures as passes tosatisfy
political pressure—not an infre-
quent occurrence today.

The curricula covered many sub-
jects which prepared the student
for various walks of life he chose
to follow. In erder to guarantee

] .l.
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After Schools' Takeover

a minimum standard of general
education to make the Student
an intellizent member of society,
there wera three compuisory sub-
jects at the jupior level which the
student had to pass in addition to
two other subjects of the student’s
choice—in all five subjects to qualify
for a certificate, failure in one of
the compulsory Subjects or a fai-
Iure in any one of the two optional
subjects disqualified the student.
This was 2 grading test to weed
out ‘“‘the unsuitables” seeking
higher studies when they could be
of better use to the community
in a lesser role than an unemploy-
able “drop out” at University
level. The Cambridge Senior Certi-
ficate and London Matriculation
were entrance examinations to any
British University and latterly to
the “Ceylon Uaiversity Coilege”
which was affiliated to the Loadon
University, and under the adminls-
trative control of the Education
Department of the Government.

in the year [947—with the gain
of Independence, Universal free
education from the “Baby class”
to the University College was adop-
ted as the Education- policy. VWhen
this step was taksn, the depomi-
national schools—mainly secondary
education were given the option
to coms into the free scheme apd
be under state control or remain
outside it with no grant-in-aid but
could levy fees, Several schools
catering for the children of the
well-to-do opted to remain “Pri-
vate''. Thereafter education be-
came the sole responsibility of the
State and in kesping with this,
several “Vidyalayas and Mahavid-
yalayas', were set up in areas
whers schooling facilities were
lacking and to meet the requests
of Politicians to build up their
own popularity in their consti-
tuency. Buildings sprang up but
the training of teachers to man
these schools lagged behind the
building programme so the con-
tent of education, quality, and dis-
cipline deteriorated rapidly in the
state managed schools,

This created a severe con-
trast between denominatio=
nal schools that opted to re-
main outside the free scheme
and the new institutions built,
equipped and manned by Gov-
ernment. Dissatisfaction be-
gan to brew amang the parents,
teachers, students, and the
administration alike over the
diiferent standards. The Gov-
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ernment was facing a very
embrassing situation.

What was the solution? Natio-
nalizatlion was the tool the
Government found to hide
its own short comings, ad-
ministrative, incompetence,
and barrenass of ideas. Thus
to sheiter itself the Govern-
ment decided on the “School
take-over'. This was the be-
ginning and the end of our
education system.

Now let us look at the '‘School
take-over” and the aftermath. The
SLFP Government of 1960 under
Mrs. Bandaranaike took over all
the denominational schools, with a
peither here por there kind of
protests from the denominations
who owned the school properties
and managed them well. Dr.
Badi-ud-din Mahmud a nominated
Parliamentarian, was the Minister
of Education and the tool used tc
take over the School. However

‘some shools were given the option

to go private but no fees were
to be charged from the pupils,
some of the depominations grasped
this last reed of hope and went
private, with the firm conviction
that there will be sufficient support
from the parents to maintain the
independence, quality, and content

‘of education and that at some stage

a more reasonable and democratic
government may reverse the pro-
cess of Mationalization. However
these hopss were npot realised
mainly because there was no unity
among the parents apnd the deno-
minations to request for a change.
As time went on some schools
that went non-fee levylng and
private landed on the rocks with
the result they were also taken
over or gracefully handed over to
Government. Some still carry on
with all kinds of devious ways to
maintain them above the water
line.

This process of Government Poli-
cies and the determination of the
denominations to carry on, have
given Sri Lanka several classes
of educational institutions—Private
fee-levying, Private non-fee levy-
ing and finally free schools. None
of them adhere to the -financial
aspects of education to what the
category denotes, except the fee
levying private schools. In these
schools the parents know what
they are in for when they admit
their children to one of these ins-
titutions, others the so-called free
schools—Government and private
alike—are not free as far as the

parents are concerned. There are
all kinds of demands upder various
guises which the pareats have to
pay up to maintain the children
in the schools. These demands
are as great a financial outlay as
when fees were charged prior
tq Nationalization.
The nat results of Nationalization
are: quality cf education has deter-
iorated to such level; never before
experienced, institutiopal loyalties
and the pride of belonging
to a particular [nstituticn is not
there any lenger—a very import-
ant outlook in bullding up character
in a growing child, and upholding
the tradition; of the old school,
Teacher-pupil relationzhip has dis-
appeared altogether and without
being accused of exaggeration, the
only refationzhip that existz toedoy
between pupil and teacher i5 for
immorality or to generate indis-
ciplinet thwus destroying the respect
da pupll hay towards his teachers
and dccept them a3 guides agnd
moral menters. Teaching profes-
#ion, what uzed to be a dadicated
service to the school and country,
ha: degenerated to anather way
of earning a living, no different
and no better than a clerk in @
government office who puts in the
minimum number of hours in @
working day to qualify for his
wages.
At the time the schiools were taken
over there were n2 plan: to res-
ructure the educational system
to be in line with National need;
and aspirations. 2 was politically
motivated to bz able to say, that
all schools, by nationalization, have
been reduced to the village fevel;
thet the colonial idea of *'Oid
school tie" bandism has  been
destroved; the superiority of de-
nominational schools in education
dizcipline, and building up of moraf
values have been levelled down
to inefficient teaching unit;—Slo-
gan waz ‘'equality in education
and equal opportunities to all’’
and it stopped at that. To maintain
the slogan, quality of education
was reduced and te maintain a
balance between members seeking
higher education from city schools
ond village schools, marking of
answer papers were rigged ta show
that village schools were better
than the city scheols, This was
called “standardization.”’ It meant
pulling down the “‘gifted child''
below the average level. Though
politically this may have been a
popular move, the  capable,
child suffered.
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With the “take-over” of deno-
minational schools and the ban
placed on employing religious or-
ders on the teaching staff of schools,
created a vacuum in relizious and
moral education. The full meaning
of education is to produce citizens
of good moral character and with
high ideals, these arc prerdquisites
to the building up of a healthy
well conducted society. Lack of
moral and religious education after
the school take-over has released
a band of school leavers of no credit
to any institution or country.

To support this statement, evi-
dence is pot wanting. On several
occasions the erstwhile Prime Minis-
ter, Mrs. Bandaranaike, has referred
to the deplorable conduct of our
students, She is the ope that master-
minded the school take-over apd
it is good for herself to realise the
results of her actions. On the 4th
of August 1976 at a Dhamma school
day celebration she said that the
reason for ragging and ohscene
vulgarity exhibited at the cam-
puses were due to lack of reli-
gious education. Again on Satur-
day the l4th of May 1977 at Mila-
giriya at a similar function, she
bemoaned the lack of religious tea-
ching in schools, lack of religious
teachers and a host of other short-
comings in our religious and moral
life. Education in' religion and se-
cular moral values must run paralle]
to education in languages, sciences,
history etc. She even mentioned
on this occasion, that one moral
commedity Sri Lanka could export

. to the Western world is Buddhism
and suggested that about 5000
Buddhist monks should be trained
and sent sbroad for evangelical
work. It is rather strange that
this should come from a Prime
Minister who was responsible for
the take-over of the depominational
schools and repatriating the reli-
glous teaching orders, thus denying
the teaching of religion to our
children. There were other reli-
gious orders who ministered to
the lepers, the sick, the maimed
and the destitutes, like the inter-
natiopally famous Mother Teresa
of Calcutta. In Sri Lanka too such
fountains of kindpess and service
to humanity were there, but with
the SLFP Government coming into
power, they were sealed off and
smothered to gain political popu-
larity apnd supremacy. So, almost
after seventeen years of degener-
ating our youths, it is heartening
to hear a cry of “Mea Culﬁa" from
these very politicians who eried
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‘down the denominational schools,

teaching and practice of religion
in the school. F{ this is the admis-
sion of the Prime Minister and the
considered assessemnt of the pett
result of the school take-over and
the nationalized educational system
the whole parent population of
Sri Lanka epdorses the sentiments
expressed by the then Prime Minis-
ter at the two Dhamma school
functions. At the same time the
Prime Minister and her Minister
for Education must share the blame
for the degeneration of our youths,
and the awful activities at our
campuses as revealed in the Kula-
ratne report. Fortupately for the
country they are nolonger in power.

The schools were taken over in
1960 to give Sri Lanka ‘‘a MNational
system of education”. However
as recently as February 1977, the
Minister of Education was heard
admitting that he had not yet dis-
covered the National System of
Education. Still the children of Sri
Lanka are going through a period
of experimentation. At this stage
it may be pertinent to ask ‘‘what
was wrong with the system be-
fore Nationalization'"? That system
has produced good men and women
of character, learning and full of
wisdom including some of the
Politicians  who were respopsible
in the attempt to change the system
through which they reached their
heights of ambition etc. The answer
to this question may be avarice
for Political power and to be in
power at any cost. We pay for it
Now.

If we ponder Mrs. Bandaranaike's
statement further; the schools were
taken over about fifteen years ago,
the students who were involved
in the campus rags etc. were tod-
dlers at the time of the take-over.
They reached adulthood through
the desecrated schools till they
reached the higher educational ins-
titutions where they went beserk.
These mature teenager students
were the products of nationalised
schools, where discipline is up-
known, teaching of religion and
religious practices are almost bap-
ned, if not, never taught due to
lack of moral and religious leader-
ship in the nationalized schools.
Teaching of religion has been
substituted by teaching of com-
munism, socialism spiced with anti-
capitalist propaganda, sense of moral
and religious values is replaced
by material values to set one class
against agother. It is this that has
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Wihe Is To Blame ?

corrupted and despoiled the one
time excellent system of education,
managed by devoted teachers, reli-
gious orders dedicated to the edu-
cation of the young in the fullest
sense of “education”, administrators
Who took pride in the quality of
the school products they sent out
into the country to map the variotis
walks of life and they in turn up-
held the traditions of the institu- -
tions they belonged.
When there is trouble in
the centres of education the
Government is quick to blame
the students, the teachers,
Presidents, Vice-Chancellors
and others invelved in edu-
cation, never the establish-
ment nor the Government
which are responsible for the
educational Policies znd tre
content of teaching, The
students etc. cannot Lz hla-
med. They are only tosols in
a system, designed to de-
moralize the younger gene-
rations. Having witnessed
and experienced what is hap-
pening to education since the
school take-over, it is high
time the parents sit up and
take stock of what is happen-
ing to their children and
demand a change.

It is only in Sri Lanka that her
people are too glad apd willing to
surrender their rights without even
a2 murmur. Many a visitor to the
country has commented on the
case with which a Government
has taken over private Property
of the citizens without a protest,
denied the copstitutional rights
of the people, carried on the Goy-
ernment under repressive emer-
gency laws, passed legislation with
retrospective effect to destroy those
who may have opposed their poli-
tical adventures, interfered with
the independence of the judiciary,
appointed judges to courts who will
endorse the actions of the Govern-
ment rather than sit in judgement.
In fact all actions of the Govern-
ment designed to harass the sub-
jects, even thuggery and vindic-
tives, partisanin appointments and-
opportupities, discrimination in the
conduct of academic studies, be-
came injudiciable. With the steam
roller majority in the House of
Representatives, with no other
democratic political institution to
moderate the excesses of the |egis-
lature; laws were passed overnizht
with retrospective effect which no
civilized cbuntry would do or ac-
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Fiash Back

cept to exterminate the opponents
of a Government. All these the
“Free citizens of Sri Lanka who
are constitutiopally supreme’’ sto-
mached without a whimper of
Protest.

How did the Government do it?

By breaking down the moral values

in the younger generations, setting

one class against another, caste
against caste, poor against the
rich, labour against the employer,
dizhonest against the honest, thug-
gety against the law abiding,
denying the right; of the one to
the advantage of the party stoo-
ges, 3o the jtory goes on. These
acti of commissions against the
state and the subjects are re-
counted with relish by the mem-
bers of the erstwhile Government
and her Ministers. Thiz iz what
they did to get back into the saddle.
The educational system was taken
over to prostitute the growing
generation to enablea Government
to carry on as we have experiepced
to date. By our submission we con=
nived with a corrupt Government
to degenerate the future generations.

On the 2Ist of July the people
have stopped this rampage. We
have a new leadership today. The
parents should now ask for a Presi-
dential Commission to inquire into
the education system of the United
Front Government since. May 1970
to date and report to the Presi-
dent with recommendations to put
the educational system to be in
keeping with National aspirations.
This is an obligation of the new
Government and action should be
taken without delay.

Education is free and is available
to all, but the parents never nor
the people of Sri Lanka ever bar-
gained for this kind of deal. It has
not helped the parent to ease
his financical commitment to edu-
cate his child nor produced an
educated child to his desire or to
his aspirations as to what his child
should be. It is only in Sri Lanka
that a parent could be so irres-
ponsibly tolerant.

I"a"ia of thiz, that and

the other
By INNA

Seventy Seven Years
Ago
Fr, Wallyn S. J.

It was the year 1900, and the
missionaries had walked the length
and breadth of the land. The root

2]
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causes of pauperism were pot that
clear, but unmistakeable lines were
showing themselves. To take all
the causes would have meant to
reflect still further and to recede
from history into a vantage-point.
That was difficult. The upsurge
of the tea-plantations had begup
about 33 years earlier,and the pace
of 33 years may have been rather
slow: much would have been effec-
ted in a short while, fifty years
later; much more in a still shorter
time a hundred years later, but
just 33 years after 1867, don’t ask
anyone to anpalyse, reflect dissect
and get to root causes and radical
measures.

That is just what Mr. Wallyn,
the Jesuit did.

He wrote an article in that year,
apalysing on a minor key, ‘‘the
cauies of pauperizm in Ceylon, the
cauzes of the moral-social scourge
which the miszzionary more than
others can obzerve in his daily rela-
tions with the indigenous people.”
Seventy-seven years ago, he had
bypassed some of the men of rank
and religion of today in his wide
sweep: ‘‘the mizzionary’s work is
the moral and material upliftment
of his poor people."

His purpose in writing that
nine-page article (quarto) was *‘to
note some of the local abuses
which, independently of the more
general causes (“such as goverp-
mental and administrative vices of-
ten presepnted by others’’)—causes
which maintain our population in
poverty.” He was mainly referring
to the Indians who had been brou-
ght over in the foregoing decades.
He lists as causes of misery, the

following, with a fairly detailed
analysis and commentary.
We outline:—

Causes of misery :

l. false idea they have, of work:
they want office work; manual
work is a degradation, they feel.
2. early marriage: especially among
Tamils, children married before
the age of reason.

3. family organisation: a man
in taking a wife marries the whole
family: wife’s parents ond all,
are soon under one roof. They
don’t dream of sending anyone
away. Even if they have a handful
of rice, they share it.

4. Undue and foolizh expenses on
the occasions of marriage and
feasts in general. -«

5. Usury.
(From Notes du R, P. Wallyn,
“Missions Belges de la Comp.

Jesus,” 1900 pp. 375-363)

What, may | ask, had this gentle-
man dope to merit the encomium
of a pioneer social apostle in Sri
Lanka, among the estate popula-
tion, except that he was more
reflexive, more ipclined to see
the <otal map, the integral map,
sixty-seiyen ycars before Pope Paul's
Development of Peoples?

“Wouldn't most people accept
that this is the fuller christianity,
the more human type of the Divinity
with the humap face? True, he did
not see, at that time, the ravages
made by estate-pioneers on the
economy of our peasantry apd on
the destiny of that dweller in the
dingy line-room, but he was on
the right track of pursuit. The
humane English government had
disliked usury; had allowed enly |
percent per month as interest,
in 5. India., The ancient laws of
India, it seems had forbidden peo-
ple to ask for more than 2 percent
from a Brahmin, 49 from a Vaysia,
3% from a Kshatriya and 5% from
a Sudra.

Here was one whom so many
years ago, was interested in Com-
munity rather than in an isolated
communion in man’s  material
needs also, rather than in his moral
ways only; in bread as well as in
the word of the Lord. He could
assert with modest pride:

* It is for us catholic priests to react
against all these cazes of pauperism:
it is our social questien. It iz a
tough problem, all the more difficult
to eradicate among oriental peoples,
as every ingrained habit is difficult
tosolve........ t

RACE-MYTH & SCIENCE—2

Are There Races?

—culture and race—
by Dr Arthur Weerakoon

B. Sc. (Lond), Ph. D. (Glasgow),
F. R. E. S, (Lond). Professor of
Physical Sciences, Vidyodya,

There are no races; the human
species is not divisible into races.
It is a very variable species almost
infinitely. variable, but it is one,
just one, That is the verdict of
biologists and of anthropologists
who have studied this question for
many, many years. A race Is a part
of a species (or kind) of animal
which is distinguishable from the
rest.

This concept of race is one that
has _been arrived at by emipent
specialists in the field of such stu-
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dies—and it applies to all life; not
only to animals but also to plants,
not only to the lower animals,
but also to man. If we accept it,
as we 'must if we value truth, thep
man is pot divisible into races.
Because although one can adivide
up men into groups.none, of thise
groups meets basic requirements
of a race namely that the charac-
ters by which the group is distin-
guished must be heritable and
must form a set. What this means
will become clear if we examine
a few examples.

Thus one may divide human
beings into those who play cricket
and those who do not play cricket.
But this character the playing of
cricket is not opne a man is born
with; it is one he gradually learns,
acquires, in the course of his
growth after his birth. It is not a
heritable character; and cricketers
are not a racial group. Similarly,
though men can be divided into
groups, which grow their hair long
or which cut it short, or into
groups whose main food is either
the potato or wheat, or rice, or
rye, into groups who believe that
there is one God or that there are
many Gods or that there are no
Gods, into groups who speak
English, or Dutch, or Bengalese
or Chinese or Malay or Sinhala
or Tamil and so on, yet none of
these groups is a race. None of
these groups is a race for the sim-
ple reason that none of these diffe-
reptiating characters is heritable;
none is capable of being handed
down from ope generation to the
next at birth, or to be more exact,
at the moment of conception.

So much for groups based op
characters which are not inherited.
One may also separate men into
groups based on characters which
are inherited. The colour of our
skins is inherited; and one can di-
vide mep into three groups de-
pending on whether their skin is
whitish (like Englishmen) or yellow-
ish (like Chinese) or brownish or
blackish (like ourselves).

But though these three groups
are natural they are not races be-
cause these groups are based on
differences in just one character,
skin-colour. The same applies to
groups based upon other heritabls
characters like hair-colour (golden
or brown or black) or hair shape
(straight or wavy) or height (short
or tall) and so on. None of these
groups is a race, for a race is a
group which is different from other

groups not in one character at a

" time, but in 2 number of charac-

ters afl at the same time.

What is more, almost all these
one-character groups are very
vaguely outlined. That is to say,
although we may picture two groups
of men, the white-skinned and the
black-skinned, all manner of sha-
des in between white and black
are also found amongst men so
that the gap between the two
groups is fully bridged and the
groups tend to disappear.

Groups based upon the charac-
ter of our, blood form an exception
to this rule. They are sharply dis-
tinct from each other. Yet noth-
ing could be Iess like race than a
blood-group of man.

| should like to say a little more
about it since there is much igno-
rant talk of “English blood” and
“Sinhalese blood” and so on. The
blood of man has been studied
and heritable differences in the way
it responds to certain tests or
treatments applied to it have in-
deed been found that there are four
main types of blood; and these
types have been named by certain
letters of the alphabet: A, B, AB
and O. According to the type of
blood men have they can be divided
into 4 groups; Group A, Group B,
Group AB, Group O.

Now we come to the really im-
portant point—all four groups are
found amongst the English people,
and also all four are found amongst
the Indians and amongst the Tamils
and amongst the Sinhalese! In
fact all peoples, all nations of this
world, have all these four types
of blood! And there is just no such
thing as English blood or Sinhalese
blood or Tamil blood.

This is a matter of great prac-
tical importance in hospitals. After
accidents and major operations it
is often necessary to inject blood
into a patient to keep him alive.
For this the correct kind of blood
must be given or else the patient
will be killed by the blood that is
injected inte him. By the term
“correct kind of blood” is meant
blood of the correct blood group
(A, B, AB or O). Whether this
blood comes frop an Englishman
or from a Chinese or from a Tamil
makes not the slightest difference:
if it is of the correct, the appro-
priate group it will save the patient,
though it will not change him into
an Englishman or a Chinese or a
Tamil in any way at all; if it is of
the wrong blood group it will kill
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the patient even if the patient
and the blood donor are both
Sinhalese or both Tamil or both
Chinese.

Another thing about these one-
character-groups which makes it
quite clear that they cannot possibly
be races: most of us cap, without
much difficulty remember families
in Ceylon, both amongst the Tamils
and amongst the Sinhalese where
the father and the mother are
brown-skinned, but ope of the
children is so fair as to be almost
white-skinned and another so dark
as to be almost black-skinned.
If groups based upon ope character
are races then these children of
the same parents would belong
to different races! Which is absurd!
In the same way it very often
happens that though both father
and mother belong to Blood Group
A the children belong to blood
group O.

If one insisted on thinking of these,
one character gr‘oups as paces or
even as varieties ope should have to
put these parents and their children
into different races or different
varieties! which is again absurd.

It should be quite clear now.
that there aren’t different races
of man. If there arep't different
races of man, there cannot of
course, be morally superior and
morally inferior races of man.
But what of these ope-character-
groups like white-skinned, brown-
skinned and yellow-skinned into
which we haye seen it is possible
to divide man?

Even though these are pot races
is it not possible that some of these
groups are superior to others. For
example, is it now possible that
the white-skinned group of people
is cleverer and kinder than the
brown-skinned group?

The apswer is a very definite
No. Moral or psychic qualities like
kindness and cruelty, generosity,
stinginess, dishonesty, honesty and
so on are NOT inherited. They
are chiefly the result of the condi-
tions in which the growing child
is reared after it has been born.

A child will be dishonest not
because it is born of dishonest
parents but because it is brought
up by and amongst dishonest people.

A child of dishonest parents if
brought up by and amongst honest
people will grow up to be per-
fectly honest. This has been proved
?f many careful sociological studies.

© man is honest or brave or kind
merely because he has a white skin
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' There Are No Paces

or blue eyes; nor is a man cruel
or stingy because he happens to
haye a wﬁite skin or blue eyes. A
child may develop any of these
qualities according to the condi-
tions in which he is brought up;
whether he does or does not have
anything to do with the colour
of his skin; nor with with the
shape of his hair, nor with his height
nor with any such characters by
which man may be divided into
minor groups. Nope of these one
character groups is superior or
inferior to any other morally.

Qne final important point about
human groups. The , Germans be-
lieved that they were a pure race
and despised all other European
- peoples for being more or less mixed
with inferior non-European peo-
ples like the Jews; and they pro-
hibited the marriage of Germans
and Jews. White-skinned South
Africans today are equally afraid
of mixture with the dark-skinned
South Africans. And in Ceylen
the Siphalese, the Tamils the “Dutch
Burghers” (to name just three of
our communities)} are each certain
that they are a pure race, the Tamils
being perhaps more certain of it
than anyone else! Are there pure
races? Kre there unmixed groups
of men, racial, communal or other-
wise?

It is a well known fact that men
and women of the most diverse
appearapnce live together as man
and wife, and have children—black-

skinned Africans and yellow-
skinned Chinese, white-skinned
golden-haired Europeans and

brown-skinned black haired Sin-
halese and Tamils, for example.
The children of these unions are
perfectly healthy and perfectly nor-
mal both in their bodies and in
their minds and in their morals.
Mixture between different people
occurs today all over the world.
And it has dope so for thousands
of years, for hundreds of thousands
of years, in fact for at | least a quar-
ter of a million years. Men of our
species, our kind, have lived in
this world for at least that length
of time; apnd almost from their
first appearance they have roamed
over the entire habitable world—
much moreslowly, of course, than
we do today but just as certainly;
and with the same results—in-
terbreeding. Even if "once upon a
time’”’ there were pure unmixed
peoples, there cannot be any left
today. There aren’t any in exis-

23

tence today; we are all mixed the
Tamils .as much as the Sinhalese,
the Portuguese as much as the
Burghers. We are not oply all
members of just one species—we
are also a thoroughly mixed lot.
Amopgst men there are no pure
races, no pure communities, no
pure groups of any sort, To preen
ourselves on the purity of one's
race or community or nation is
about the most supremely ignorant
thing a man can do.

But you may ask, if there are
not different races of man how is it
that you can distinguish an English-
man from an Indian. You distinguish
between these people by the bodily
difference they often show—diffe-
rences in skin-colour, in hair-colour
and so on. But we have already
seen that these differences are of
no racial significance; and in any
case there are often Enpglishmen
and Indianis who show absolutely
no bodily differences at all. You also
distinguish between the English-
man and the Indian by differences
in: the way they talk, in the way
they walk, in the way they dress, in
their manners and in their customs,
and so on. i

In short you distinguish between
them by what might be called
their cultural differences, all of
which are picked up by them in
the course of their upbringing.
Between the Sinhalese and the
Tamils these are the only signi-
ficant differepces that can be found,
there aren’'t any physical ones.
Whenever you are able to tell a
Sinhalese from a Tamil it is be-
cause they show somg of these
culeural differences.

Does this mean, then, that those
Sinhalese are justified who fear
that their Buddhist culture will be
damaged and will ultimately dis-
appear by contact with Tamil cul-
ture! That those Tamils are justified
who fear that their Tamil Hindu
culture will be damaged and will
finally disappear by contact with
Sinhalese culture!?

No they are not justified. Their
fears are as unreasonable and as
groundless as are the fears of the
Germans that they would be pol-
luted by contact with the Jews. Just
as there are nopure races of man,
soalso are there no pure cultures.

All_existing cultures are hybrid
cultures formed by the incorpora-
tion of parts of other cultures into

themselves; they are hybrid cul-
tures produced by culture contact
and inter-mixture. And the more
flourishing a culture is, the more
it flowers, the more hybrid it will
be found upon examination. Thro-
uglout the long history of the
island, Siphalesz and Tamil cul-
turcs have existed side by side,
have beep in intimate contact
with each other—and it is well to
remember that at no time did this
contact harm either of the cultures.
There is no reason why contact
between them should be harmful
now.

It is also yery important to re-
member that the one certain way
to destroy one's own culture is to
attempt to develop it at the ex-
pense of another’'s. The Germans
set out to destroy the Jews and
Jewish culture. They certainly suc-
ceeded in killing millions of Jews,
But they did not destroy Jewish
culture. The culture they did des-
troy was their own; making monsters
of themselves, they destroyed
theirown wonderful German culture.

The same holds true for us in
Ceylon. If we Sinhalese attempt
to destroy Tamil culture, or to
develop ours at. the expense of
theirs, we may be certain that we
shall damage our own most grie-
vously. And if the Tamils in up-
reasonable fear, opposea healthy
revival of Sinhalese culture, they
too may be certain that they will
thereby damage their own.

There are no races of map. The
Siphalese and the Tamils are not
two races. They are ope people,
Between them there are oply cul-
tural differences. We should re-
joice that in a country as small as
ours we have so many cultures;
the Sinhalese, the Tamil, the Mus-
lim, the Burgher and so opn. Let
us foster them all.

Let us not make the blunder
of supposing that we can foster
one culture at the expense of any
other culture; nor the blunder of
imagining that cultural differences
are racial differences. For if we do
these things, be ready to be gulled
as the Germans were by the Nazis
fascists who called themselves Natio-
nal Socialists. We shall be ready
to be hoodwinked as were the
Germans, whose political and eco-
nomic emancipation was set back
a whole geperation, whilst they,
poor fools, were busy burning
and baiting the Jews.
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Confidentially

Is Eelam ViaBle?‘—E

IS IT NOT TRUE that many Tamils
who have so far talked enthusiasti-
cally about a separate state apd
Tamil Eelam are only now seriously
examining the question about the
viability of such a ‘“sovereign,
secular and socialist state?”’ That it
was because a large number of ocur
readers had asked us this question
that we started on this series
IS EELAM VIABLE in this column
last week? That we had set out some
preliminary thoughts about the
totally evasive TULF vagueness
about what copstitutes the terri-
tory of Tamil Eelam? That else-
where in this issue, Fr. Tissa Bala-
suriya—a great friend of the Tamils
if there is one—has carefully ex-
plained how in the recent general
elections, the Tamils had not given
a mandate to the TULF to demand
(or attempt to Set up) a separatist
Tamil Eelam? That in the course
of his arguments he touched on
the question of the ‘‘territory”
the TULF claims as the Tamil Eelam?
That Fr. Balasuriya cites the TULF’s
manifesto, *‘..when we gspeak of
the Tamil nation we refer to the
entirety of the people in this coun-
try to, whom the mother tongue i3
Tamil..”’? That Fr. Balasuriya then
goes on to say, “that there was
no clear indication of the area
claimed for Eelam? That the only
reference is to the [3th century
position: “‘..at thi5 time, the terri-
tory stretching in the western sea-
board from Chilaw through Puttalam
to Mannar and thence to the Nor-
thern Regions in the East, Trinco-
malee and also the Batticaloa Regions
that extended southwards up to
Kumana or to the Northern banks
of the Kumbukkan Oya were firmly
establizhed as the exclusive homeland
of the Tamils. This is the territory
of Tamil Eelam’'? That Fr. Balasuriya
commented: “This is a fairly large
chunk of Sri Lanka: it is far more
than the Northern Province. This
is also the area in which the TULF
contested”’?! That Fr. Balasuriya is
not the only person who has been
stumped by the failure of the TULF
to define the territory of Tamil
Eelam in a way that even friends
of the Tamils in other communi-
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ties can understand or appreciate?
That a careful scrutiny of the TULF
Manifesto (vide Tribune, August 6
and 13) does pot help? That the
Manifesto in a bid to bring the
Muslims into Tamil Eelam states:
“..bound together by the bond: of
a commen language and inter-twining
lives in a common territory and bro-
ught together by the commop dan-
ger of total destruction, the Tamils
and the Muslim; realized the indis-
pensability of joint action; subject
té the safeguards of preserving the
identity of the Muslims and ensuring
their sovereignty, the Muslim United
Front joined the Tamil United Liber-
ation Front a5 a constituent unit:
the rights of the Muslim people in
the Tamil State of Eelam will be
amplified further in this manifesto;
when we speak of the Tamil Nation,
we refer to the entirety of the peo-
ple in thiz country to whom the
mother tongue iz Tamil''?

IS IT NOT A FACT that the Muslims
in the Eastern Province apnd Putta-
lam have now made it amply clear
that they are not Tamil Eelam?
That the total rejection of Tamil
Eelam by the Muslims in the so-
called Tamil areas has knocked the
bottom out of the TULF's Eelam
as defined in the Manifesto? That
the Manifesto further seeks justi-
fication for Eelam in ancient history?
That after indulging in speculative
and doubtful dicta about Sinhalese
and Tamil kings and kingdoms in
the distant past it pounced upon a
situation that is said to have existed
when the Portuguese conquered
the maritime regions of Ceylon
‘. .at thiz time, the territory stretching
in the western sea-board from Chilaw
through Puttalam to Mannar and
thence to the Northern Region; and
in the East, Trincomalee and also
the Batticaloa Regions that extended
southwards ub to Kumana or to the
northern banks of the river Kumbuk-
kan Oya were firmly establisehd
as the excluzsive homeland of the
Tamils: this iz the territory of Tamil
Eelam''? That all that is said in the
TULF manifesto only makes the
confusion more confounded? That
if one sought assistance from the
speeches of the TULF candidates
and spokesmen during the recent
election campaign to define Tamil
Eelam, one will have po alterpa-
tive but to conclude that if the full
implications of TULF speeches were
made known in the Sinhalese areas
this country will become a veri-
table hell for several geperations?
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Calling The Bluff

That even at this late stage TULF
propagandists should learn to forget
emotional rhetoric and resolve the
problems confronting the Tamils
in a realistic and pragmatic way!
That we have strayed away from
the question IS EELAM VIABLE?
That we have done so only because
this question is intimately tied
up with the exact boundaries of
Tamil Eefam? That everybody will
also acknowledge that Tamil Eelam
has pot been defined by the TULF
ina way that will enable either
economists or social scientists to
decide  whether Tamil  Eelem
is, or is pot, a viable projosition?
That it will be interesting, never-
theless, to examine the arguments
of TULF apologists about the eco-
nomic viability of the yet up-
certain area of Tamil Eelam? That
in answering the question whe-
ther a Tamil Eelam would “‘be
able to pay its own way in the
world"’, Amirthalingam, according
to the Asiaweek of July 8, “has no
doubt on the score: last week he
made the point of reminding his
listeners that the North produces
the bulk of Sri Lapka's onions,
potatoes, chillies and tobacco as
well as a goodly volume of rice and
grapes''? Asioweek itself had com-
mented on this claim thus: “hone
of these crops is even remotely
near the tea, rubber and coconut
bracket as a foreign exchange earper
—but an independent Tamilnad pre-
sumably would have a ready” mariet
for its products right next door in
Sri Lanka: if that was what Amirtha-
lingam had in mind, however,
he seemed less than concerned
about staying in the customer’s
good books..” That, in the interests
of all people in Ceylon it has be-
come necessary to examine criti-
cally the claims for economic via-
bility for Tamil Eelam put forward
by TULF apologists? That the TULF
is ‘as evasive about ecopomic via-
bility as it is about the territory of
Tamil Eelam? That the time has
come for this demogogic bluff
about the ecopomic viability of
Eelam to be called? That tha time
has also come to discard illusions
of viability because of such dispen-
sable or importable onions, chillies,
potatoes, rice and grapes ! That it
Is pecessary to examine (critically)
the TULF case for viability even op
the basis of territory that cannot
be Eelam?

(To be Continued)
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