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Bangladesh, India, Maldive Islands and Pakistan

Singapore, Democratic Republic of Vietnzm,
South Vietnam and Arabian Countries

Australia, China, Czechoslovakia, Denmark,
France, G.D.R., West Germany, UK., Hong
Kong, Italy, Japan, Netheriands, New Zealand,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, South Africa,
Switzerland, U.S.S.R., Yugoslavia, Zambia and
all Afiican countries.

Canada, Cuba, West Indies and U.S.A.

SEA MAIL

To Al! Countries
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[_etter From The Eaitor

* THE PICTURE ON THE COVER reflects the peace and calm that generally
‘prevails in this country at all times except when in periods of strife and
‘storm. In the second half of this century, Sri Lanka has witnessed such

periods turmoil, unfortunately at increasingly frequent intervals. It is not
our purpose to recount the periods of civil commotion which have overtaken
this country since the Hartal of August 1953. Nor do we want to hark back
to the communal disturbances of May 1958 or August 1977. Besides these,
great damage has been done to the economy of this country by the endless
‘resort to strikes especially in the years after 1956 not only to secure
economic demands but alse to promote political ends (and at times even
to subserve personal pique). Whereas governments have tried to go from
one election to another on the crest of one tamasha to another tamasha,

" from one gimmick to another or from ope gundu to another, Left parties

had sought to gather strength and punch by leapfrogging one strike over
another. It was only when the Upited Front was in power (1970-75) that
a serious attempt was made to prevent strikes by freezing the economic
demands (the LSSP's famous 21 demands went into permanent deep-freezz)
and by seeking to eliminate political strikes under the slogan of liquidating
“reactionary conspiracies to topple a progressive government.” The
United Front of the SLFP, LSSP and CP did succeed in reducing strikes to a
minimum, but when the Front disintegrated in 1975 strikes once again
became the order of the day. The UNP Government of J. R. Jayewardene
whilst granting the right to strike as a fundamental right in the Constitution
has rightly pointed out that if the strile weapon was used ipdiscriminately,
especially for political ends like toppling elected governments before their
time, it would retard economic growth. The Goyernment has therefore
taken up thez position that the token general strike scheduled for Septembar
23 (this note is being written on 23/9 whilst the paper will be on the new-
stands on  30%) was a politiczlly- motivated strike intended to de-stabilise
the Government. The loint Trade Union Action Committee
(led mainly by the LSSP’s CFL) has been at p2ins to assert that it was an
economic strike for higher wages to meet the higher cost of living. The
Government’s answer is that it has already increased the purchasing power
of the people of lower income brackets in a number of ways and that it has
already undertaken to effect massive increases in wages in the Budget that
will be tabled on Movember 15. Governmental spokesien suggest that

" the Opposition groups want to take the credit for wage in¢reases the
Government has promised to introduze in the next Budget by staging this
token strike. VWhatever anyone may say, the token strike on September

28 has come to be regarded as a political confrontation between the UNP
(and its present allies) and the ULF andits former ally, the SLFP.
The Jayewardene Government, which haz shown a weakness for Overkill Strategy
to cope with such problems of confrontation, has issued mdny thredis: that ajf
those who keep off from work on September 28 will ipso facto lose their jobs which
would be immediately filled up from the ranks of the unemployed. This is cooner
said than done. The Govarnment has mobilised its entire armed and security
forces in a massive show of strength. The Government would have dope
well to play a low-profile role after issuing its ultimatum........ work op
lose your jobs whether in the public or private sector. The Government
has meunted a propaganda onslaught of such over-kill magnitude that it is
the JTUAC that has benefited by it—it has received all-island publicity it
could not have got otherwise. The ULF and the ITUAC stand to lose as
much as the Government (and the economy of the country) by the prema-
ture and untimely strike on September 28 (which some Leftists have called

adventurist), (POSTSCRIPT The striqﬁgiﬁ%g Wuggam%@ymm.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOX

The Strike That
Never Was

THE CONCLUDING SENTENCE
of this column last week was “‘the
argument of the CFL is "defensive
and apologatic, quibbling that the

~ September 28th toksn strike was
not political but ecopnomic.” The
CFL statement was cited by us in
full. It was in reply to the Goy-
erpment charge that the strike
was politically-motivated and that
it was intended to be the first of
a series of extra-parliamentary steps
by the ULF and some trade unions
to topple the Government which
had been duly elected.

Instead of arguing that the right
to strike was ahsolute, whether
it be a political or economic strike,
the CFL statement was an anz2emic
and circumlocutory one to say
that the 28th September strike
was only in support of the economic
demands of the workers. This
(CFL's) argument does not seem
to have carried weight even with
many of the trade unions which the
Joint Trade Unions Action Com-
mittee (ITUAC) climed to re-
present.

In the course af last week, Uniop
after Uplon Issued statements dis-
associating themselves from the
proposed strike. This may have
bean in some measure due to big
stick and powerful overkill mea-
sures and propaganca the Goverp-
ment had launched no sooper the
JTUAC had announced the pro-
posed strike, but there is alse no
doubt that. the workers in the
organised trade unions even under
the control of the Obpposition
Parties and groups—the SLFP; LSSP,
CP, CMU and splintsr Left grouss
fike Shapmugathasan’s, Vasudeva's
and Dharmasekera’s = wéfe nbt for

TRIBUNE, September 30, {978

a strike that was updoubtedly
‘political™, Ecopomic  dissatis-
faction and grievances exist ia
plenty—they were also there
“when the UF of the SLFP, LSSP
and CP were in power between
1970 and 1977—but the situation
is such that the bulk of organised
workers are not vet ready a-d will=
ing to start a battle with the Gov-
ernment at this juncture when it
has already increased wages in
key sectors, had begun to pay a
dole to unemployed youth and also
hold out promises of more employ-
ment and yet higher wages soon.
Moreover, the ULF of the LSSP
and CP which took the inltiative
in calling this tokén strike does
not seem to—as events have shown
—command much support in the
entire spectrum of trade unions.
Even the SLFP Unions were half-
hearted with only a section of
the SLFP leadership for the striks
(remember Mrs. B’s quip in Parlia-
ment “'l will not strike.." which
betrayed that she wis not fully
behind the proposed token strike
—she caqpot be exnected to be
enthusiastic about the strike with
LSSP and CP leaders spiping at
her at every meating and in avery
statement). Except for Vasudeva
Nanavakkar® and a few other
laftist extremist hardliners, it iskno-
wn that all other Left and Opnosi-
tion groups outside the ULR were
opposed to the strike. The JVP
had come out stron.ly against the
strike, and this is understandable
with the ULF leaders wazinz 2
bitter cold war azainst the IVP
{which the ULF leaders do not
seem to realise enjoys a large
residuary support from all voun-
ger elements disiiusloned with ali
established political parties, ranging
from the Right to the Left), The
BWC of left-leaning Aziz issued
2 statement that ft did not pro-
pose to ioin the gfrike. The CWC
and NUW in the plantations were
also totally opposed to ‘the strike;
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September 28 Strike

It Is unnecessary to compile a

st of trade unions which opposed

the strike, but it Is clear that
the JTUAC had issued the call for
a token strike (which was political
but wunder the smokescreen of
economic demands) without ob-
tainlng the prior grass-roots sup-
port of the trade upions that made
up the fedzrations which were in
the JTUAC. Many trade unio-
nists hzve privately made the point
that the call for a token strike
had come from the top and
in the past when such adventurist
calls for strikes were given trade
uniens and members had not wanted
to let down their leaders apd had
come out on strike. But this t'me the
majority of workers in the trade
unfons upder pominal ULF leader-
ship did not seem willing to risk
venturing on a strike which did
not have adequate support.

The array of trade unfons on
the side of the Goverpment, to-
tally and vehemently opposed to
the strike, was also considerabl=,
On the strength of its own trade
union support, the Government
met the threat from the ULF with
all the powers and authority that a
Government can mobilise. ft called
the strike “political"”. 't was not
moreover difficult to persuade peo-
ple that it was political because
there was no doubt it was. And
the line between z political and
economic strike is very thin. Next,
the goverpment brought on 3n
over-doze of over-kill propaganda—
intimidatory,  conciliatory  end
coupled with a bagful of promises—
to stampede the public into an
alarmist mood to oppose the strike.
THE ULF CFL, and other pro-
strike upits grumblsd that the
goverrment was using the news-
paper media and the state radio
to damn the strike, but the LSSP,
SLFP and CP are the last who can
cempiain about this considering
what they had dope in the years
they were In power in the coall-
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Striks "“Dafarred”™

tion from 1970. Even the main
Opposition Party in Parliament now,
the TULF, with many grievanc.s
agalnst the Goverpment opposed
the strike on the ground that in
the CFL and JITUAC list of demands
did not in cludecertain disguised
pro-Eelam demands.

In this situation, towards the
end of last week it was whispered
among knowledgeable political cir-
cles in the Left that there were
moves afoot to call off the strike
and that what was difficult was
the effort to devise a face-saving
formula before beating what was
termed a strategic retreat to be
able to fight better at a future

date. The formula that seemed
to have much support was
that the strike should ba “'post-

poned” till after the Budget in
which the Government had pro-
mised pay increases and other
measures to provide relief to the
workers in the lower income gro-
ups. But there seems to have been
opposition to any “postponement’
to a particular time or date—no
doubt because it was felt it was
not possible to fix a time for
a strike of this nature. Unless the
government blunders in 2 big way,
Sri Lanka will not see 2 gzeneral
strike (even a token one for a day)
for a long long time to come.

After protracted discusslons at
different levels during the [ast
weekend 2nd a final meeting of the
JTUAC in the morping on Monday,
September 25, the annoupcement
about the deferring of the strike
was made at a rally at Hyde Park
in the evening. The Ceylon Daily
News in afrontpage spread UNIONS
CALL OFF TOKEN STRIKE: DE-
CIiSION FOLLOWS FIRM WARN-
ING BY GOVT. (Premil Ratnayake
reporting) reported:

_ “The lJoint Action Committee of
Trade Unlons yesterday decided to
‘defer’ the 24-hour token strike
planned for Thorsday, after 2

3

five-hour discussion at Malay Street.
The decision was unanimous. A
spokesman for the |7 trade uaicn
organisations (2 larger trade union
outfit than tie old JCTUO which
has remained dormant ever since
the split betveen the SLFP and its
LSSP and CP partpers) siid the
Comiiittee would review trade
union action later. The spokes-
man ¢aid that what led the Joint
fommittee to decide on a temp-
orary cancellation of the werk
stoppage on September 28 was the
‘direct illegal threat’ held out by
the goverpment.

“The government had earlizr
warped workers in the public
and private sectors that they would
be copsiderad to haye vacated their
posts if they failed to turn up for
duty on Sestember 28. Several
trade upions had In the last faw
days pledged support to the govern-
ment and appounced they would
not participate in the token strike,
Most trade uniors which depoun-
ced the strike said they were dis-
sociating themseclves from trade
union action because they did not
wish to updermine the govera-
me t's developmant efforts. No
previous threat of trade union ac-
tion drew as much public attention
as the one which was ‘“‘deferred"”
by trade upions yestarday.”

The full text of the JTUAC is
as followis: “The joint Trade Union
Action Committee UTUAC) has
considered all aspects of the situ-
ation that has arisen in relatlon to
the Token General Strike, called
for 28th September [978, by the
JTUAC, on the the five demap:s
endorsed by the Conference of
Delegates of the seventsen orga-
nisations represented in the ITUAC,
on I7th September 1978. Instead
of dealing with the demapds in 2
reasonable manpner, the Goverp-
ment has resorted to an uppre-
cedented effort to deter or pre-
vent the crganised working class
from demonstratifig its Suppoft for
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the demands by participaticn in the
token strike on 28th, Sertember.
“The JTUAC condemns, in par-
ticular, the updemocratic and up-
lawful acticn of the Go: ‘ernment
In its efforts. (1) to dater em-
ployess in the public services 2nd
state corporztions frem participa-
ting In the token strike by the
threat to deprive them of thelr
jobs, If they do so. (2) to pravent
the trade unions In the state sector
from holdirg meetings In work-
Places or even in their vigipity,
in pursuance of the strike eall,
and to prevent union officizls and
activists from actirg In pursuance
of the token strike, by tra-sferring
them arbitrarily from their work-
places, or interdicting them. (3) to
deter employess in the private
sector from particirating in the
token strike, by ealling upen their
employers to act in the seme un-
lawful manner as the Goverpment
has dope in relstion to its em-
ployees in the state sector, ard to
resort to ‘special lerislation through
Perliament’ or even to enact ‘emer-
gency regulations, if nereseary
to enable or give cover to such
action by private employers,

“The JTUAC also condemns ths
gross abuse of the Goverpment's
control of the radio and major
newspapers to build up a tremen-
dous barrage of false proparanda
in r:lation to the tcken strike.
This has culminated in the publi-
cation of a statement of the Presi-
dent himself on 24th Sertember, to
the effect that the token strike
is not merely on demands tha:
‘refer to political matters’, as
the Goverpment first declared copn
Iith September 1978, but is “a
beginning of an attempt to over-
throw illegelly, a democratically
elected goverpment’. The JTUAC
rejzcts this allegation as being
utterly unfounded and absurd, In
the situdtion that has arisep, the
ITUAC ap,:re:lat% ‘that the free
participation ‘of Substantial gections
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of the organised working class,
_particularly. in the state sector,
s not possible op 28th September,
_and that it is difficult for the orga-
nisations representing the emplo-
yees in that sactor, especially, to
‘mobilise their members effectivaly
to resist yictimisation by way of
lockouts or mass dismissals, if they
_participate in the token strilte on
that date. :

“The JTUAC has azcordingly de-
cided to defer the implamentation
of the decision for a Token General
Strike on 28th September, and to
prepare the organised working class
to meet the threat held out by
_the Government to the exercise of
the fundamental right of workers
to strike, In pursuzpce of demands
relating directly to the basic eco-
pomic needs of the working people
“and to their democratic and trade
unlon rights."”

The 'TUAC statement is a fur-
ther copfirmation of the wesknzss
on the part of the ULF which had
taken the initiative for the token
.strike of September 28. it would
have besn better to have apnounc:d
the ‘‘deferment’”’ of the strike
without setting o4t the reasons
listed iIn the statemsat. It would
have been enough if the statement
has simply said that the JTUAC
had decided to defer the strike

. to a more approptiate time. But
the excuses given in the form of
criticism against the Government
-makes it amply clear that the ITUAC
cannot for a very long time to
_come think of a general strilke—
- a political or even an ecopomic
strike—because the statement s
‘an admissfon that the Govern-
ment hag been able to employ its
. political strength and  powers
“to pressurise the  trade
“unions not to back the ITUAC,

" The ULF had called a political
" strike and the Government
- had used political weapons to
_ outflank the ULFand JTUAC

TRIBURE, September 35 185

and compel it into an igno-
minous retreat. The Gov-
ernment employed every me-
ans of propaganda at its coms
mand to achieve what it has
achievad. The JTUAC shouid
have known what to oupect
The LS5P and CP should also
known what to expect after
having indulged in some of
the thraats of intimidation
and victimization the UF had
basn responsibie for in the
vears after I§70. Mot to
have anticipated what took
place batrays infantiliczm on
the part of the ULF.

In the finnl resuit all that

an be sald §is that ths ULF,

inits first attempt to £2st Qs
trade union strength, has lost
not meraly the first round, but
an entire serizs of preliminary
vounds. WLF leadzis have
¢o search their hearts and
consciencas bafore thay for-
mulata new policles. new stra-
tegles and new alignments
and on the basis of a nsw
image re-dedicate thamselves
for a new poliical future. k¢
is futile spiping at Mrs, Ban-
daranaike, damning Rohana

Wilewesra rid culing the TWC,

szolding the Tamils for tolera-

ting the TULF and thereafier
expect the entire range of
enlightened and unaenlightened

Left and Onposition opinion

to flock to tham.

All groups and parties in the
Opposition (or even those not in
the Opposition but net with the
LNP) seem to spend mere time
in teying to discredit each othar
than epndeavour to find a basis for
joint political action against the
policies of the Goverament with
which they disagree. The IVP is
for ever bashing away at the LSSP,
CP and the SLFP. The TULF is
satisfied ounly when it hammers
away at everybody and this is uni-
versal- because' no other party or
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Saetbach For ULF

group has taken kindly to Eelam.
The UNP alone is so far spared
of Inner factiopalism which can
damage its position—differences may
exist but Upless such differences boil
over into bacoming open factional
squabbles, a political party has
nothing to werry about.

The Governmant of J. R.
Jayewardene has won a major
battle acainst the Left and Lefé-
Ied trads unions without firing
a shot or facing  battle
across picket lines, All that it
used was intimidatory propas
panda which every government,

whether Right or Left, uses

if it should be confronted with
2 general strike, sven if it was
only a token one-dzy strike.
The Government did not use any
of the punitive powers it could
have exercisad. It is significant
that the mere threat to use
tham had the resufts desired
by the Gevernment.

The ULF znd the Left asso-
iated in the ITUAC have suffe-
red a malor defeat, By the
premature action in calling for
an island-wide general strike
it has set the trade union move-
ment it leads and sought fo
fead back by many years. This
has political implications of far-
reaching consequences.

WHILST THE GOVERNMENT
has much to crow about in break-
ing the token geperal strilke even
before the strike began, there is
much for the Governpment to
worry about about the affalrs of
the country. Although the new
Constitution was inaugurated on
September 7 and 2 new Cabinet of
Ministers was sworn in on the
same day (with an additional list
of Ministers and Deputy Ministers
sworn in on September 14), there
seems to be untold confusion about
the allocation of departments,and
functions as between the different
Ministries. Up to the time of writ-
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ing, (September 26}, there been
‘no Gazette setting out the alloca-
tion of depar"tments and fupctions
—with the result that chacs seems
‘to prevail in certain key ministrics
‘and departments. |

~ There appear te be many bones
of contention, but to mention ons,
the Forest Dept. It was origin-
ally under the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and lands, undar E. L. Sena-
nayake, But with E, L. heing dep-
rived of 2ll the prestigious dzparts
ments end corporations praviousiy
under him, there is confusion about
the future of the Forest Depart-
ment. Minister E, L. is said to
be issuing orders on the footing
that this Department is still under
him, but the bureaticratic firma-
ment around the powerful Miaistry
of Irrigation Lapds and Mahaweli
is convinced that Forestry must
come upder Lapds and Mahaveli.
It is also not clear where the
new department of Enviropment
will ultimately go, and though
there was a preliminary attemipt to
tag it on to lrrigation, Lands and
Mahaweli, Prime Minister Prema-
daga, aceording to the Lankadipe,
seems to have made a bid for this
department (it is szid he had
claimed it from a time evepn be-
fore the last geperal electicn). It
seems to be his contertion that
‘Environment should rightly kclong
to Local Governpment, Housing and
Construction.  Environment is o
new baby which ecan wait kefore
its final adoption by a particular
ministry, but Forestry is a subject
which needs immediate and com-
prehensive action. At least for the
time being, the best thing may be
for the President to take it over
.and get the department to fupc-
tion as it should—this, it has not
done for over two decades.

' This confusion’ about the alloca-
tion of functions and departments
- only adds to the slow take-off of
the UNP government into coni-
tructive action in many key sec-

tors. It is for the President and
the Government to Jook into this
matter and devise ways and means
to get work going. It is true that
unlike sometime in the past, all
officers in government departments
report for duty at the correct
time, but thera is no guarantee
that they sit at their desks and
do the work they have to do for
even two hours of their eight
hour day. A test check will show
that a large number have departed
long before closing time under
one. excuse or another.

In Colombo, the situation is bad
enough, but in many outstation
towns, In kachcheries and depart-
mental offices the situation is much
worse.  Officizls are perpetually
on leave—French and otherwise.
Most  officials are only ‘“'busy’
absut lobbying MPs and othar
VIPs for promoticns, transfers, or
better jobs, Some are only ccn-
cerned with getting jobs for their
close relations,  For example in
the Extepsion Services of the De-
partiment of Agriculture, which
have 2 great deal to do with food
preduction, officers have long cea-
sed to visit farms or tender advice.
Farms of ViPs are ogly visited to
canvass owpers and others for
promotions or trapsfers. The
officers have no seed material and
have no interest infood produc-
tion. In the Kobbekaduwa era
.matters had become bad, but
in the E. L. Sepanayzke regime
they had gone from bad to worse. {f
EL continues to handle this functicn
there seems to be little hope
for the future.

ft is the same story in a large
number of other departments in
other ministries as well. Officers
seem to think that they are “all-
right” if some UNP VIP backs
them or they succeed in getting
their names at regular intervals
into the newspapers (with pictures
if poscible) as- having. organised some
shramadana work.
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~ The Government will be foolish
if ‘it thinks that euphoric stories
of great deeds reported in the
government ‘sponsored papers—of
the lLake House and Times orga-
nisations—are ' zn indication that
constructive and development work
has got off the greund. It will be
self-delusion to think that cvery-
thing is fine and hunky-dory (23
the cowboys once szid) in the gar-
d2n only because it is the picture
drawn by governme:at newspaper
media and the SLBC,

S A
SRI LANKA CHRONICLE
Sept. 12 —Sept. 16
DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRl LANKA
AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
: - COLOMEOQ,

CDN—Ceylon Daily MNews; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirrer; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lapkadipa; VK—Vira.
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri Lankadipa; [D—lanadina;
DP—Dinapathi;  SU—Supn; CM—
Chintamani; WK—Weekend; RR—
Riviresa; EN—Eelanadu; IDPR—
information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara; = DY—Davasa.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12:
At the ceremopial sitting of the
nevly created Supreme Court the
Chizf Justice Mr. Neville Samara-
koon-sa‘'d that there will be justice
t> zll and injustice to none and
they had a sacred trust which was
not to be trifled with. An Eval-
uaticn team which studied the func-
tions of state organisations involved
in agricultural activity has drawn
attention to the disctinct possi-
bility of wasteful duplication and
dangsr of breakdown in the agri-
cultural program as a resilt of the
respopsibilities of implementing
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agaasies not baing clearly dafyzd.
The first evar Hona S:laice Col-
lege in Sri Lagka has baan sitad
at the Polytazhnic Iastitute, Dzhi-
wala.  Aczcording to the latest
proposal of the Miaistry of Efuza-
tion to malka the sshool the c2atre
for village davaloomaat, Pareat
Teazher Associations will be ra-
placad by Devalopmant Societiss.
After completion ofthe praliminary
iavestigation of the CID into the
Avro disaster it has besny found
that the time bomb had basp ac-
tiratad to ewplede when the air-
craft was over Colombo on its
farry flight from Ratmalana to
Katunayalke and if not for a catering
dalay thare would have been a
mid air disaster iqvohiqg the craw
—7NN, The Minister of Education
addressing parents of frashar stu-
daats sald that any student who
harassed or humiliated another
student would be expellad from
the university—CDM. A massive
Rs. 900 million Sugar Davelop-
mest Projest—the Sevepsgala Pro-
ject Is to be launched bafore the
end of the y~ar with Asian Deve-
Topmaqt Bank agsistance. Presldent
Jayewardene is excected to visit
India next month for talks
with PM Morarii Desai aad other
Indian government lsaders. Mr.
M. Sivasithamodaram, Presideat of
the TULF aqd Acting leader of
the Opposition In 2 statement
aspealed to Tamil youths in the
porth to restrain themsslves aad
bahave In accordasce with the
aivics given to them by thair
lsaderss The armed servicss to-
gather with special experts op
ballistics are still baffled: as to the
oriein of three bullets, similar to
303 rifle bullets, which werz
picked out of the debris. of the
Avro wrack; the Assistant Direes
tor Department of Civil Aviation
was definite that the bomb
was a local product and that its
make was the job of an amateurs
SU, [t has basen. decided that 600.
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people will be recruited from
each electorate for employment
in the accelerated Mahaweli Project
—DP. The police with the help
of the other armed forces is taking
steps to curb the outbreak of vie-
lence in the northern and eastern
province. It has been reported to
the government that it was diffi-
cult to fill the vacancies created
by many experts from government
departments resigning and going
abroad apnd it was more difficult
to find people to fill the new posts
that are being created—VK. The
government of Nepal has appointed
Mr. Vedanand Jha as Ambassador
to Sri Lanka with residence in
New Delhi—/DPR No. 174/78. Trade
Union leaders of SLFP, LSSP and
CP have asked their members in
the public sector to participate
in the general strike on Sept. 28—
DM. PM Morarii Desai suggested
that Rs. 6 million fraudulently
drawn from the State Bank of
India in 1971 belonged to former
PM Indira Gandhi. At least 25
peorle have been killed so far in
fighting between security forces
and insurgents trying to over-
throw President Somora in Niecara-
gua—CDN. The Camp David Sum-
mit appeared to be entering a cri-
tical phase in eforts to break the
impasse in M.E .peace talks—CDM.
Rhodesia said that Bostwana and
Zambia had fired on each other’s
territory in an Incident close to
Rhodesia’'s new border on Satur-
day—C€DM. The waters of rivers
Ganges and Jamuna which covered
wide areas in North India causing
damages continued to recede on
the weekend. President Carter told
the Shah of lran that he deeply
regretted the violent anti-govern-
ment riots in Iran and he re-affirmed
the close alliance between their
two countries—SU,

WEDMESDAY, SEFTEMBER 13:
A Mini geperal election involving
about a million voters will be held
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by the end of this year to elect 10
municipal coupncils and 33 urbap
councils that will start fenctiop-
ing from February 4, 1979. Interpol
has alerted Sri Lanka that an in-
ternational smuggler of Japanese
origin, at present involved in a
project here is the master mind
of a massive smuggling operation
cavering the whole of South Asiz.
Australian meat at Rs. 60 per 1b
wasg imported to Sri Lanka for the
non aligned summit by the Sirima
goverpment; owing to such callous
waste of moaey by the previcus
government zll development work
In the country suffered for want
of funds said the PM—CDN.
bags -of rize, a consignment from
Burma was throwp into the sea ip
Galle Port because it was found to
be upfit even for animal consums-
tion. The Minister of Higher
Education will crack down on uni-
versity dons who do not do suffi-
cient research or who engage
themselves in activities outside
their pormal work for financial
gain; the minister will also publi-
cise the research done by uni-
versity academics. The national
flaz will fly at halfmast todav on
all public buildings as a mark of
respect to the late Mr. Sheltop
Javasinghe whose fuperal takes
place today—CDM. Two different
versions of how an attempt was
made to seize the passports of
the then Leader of the Opposi-
tion Mr. 1. R, Jayswardene and his
wife at the Katunayake Airport
were related to the Special Coms-
mission of Inquiry yesterday. A
maior fire broke out in the engine
room of the Greek ship MV. ‘Sitia
Sun” while in dry dock at the
Colombo Port vesterday and one
fireman died befora the fire was
brought upder control. The per-
sons who planted the bomb in the
Avro aircraft are understood to
have acknowledged responsibility
of this act to some of the embassies
in. Sri Lanka; they have apparently
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circularised to some embassies a
rogeced document claiming res-
ponsibil'Ity for the act. Former
PM and leader of the SLFP Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike filed papers
In the court of appeal seeking a
writ of Prohibition against the
Special Presieential Commission of
Inquiry now probing the misdeeds
of the previous government—SU. The
Minister of Education has asked
the education ministry to re-adjust
the education system to give priority
to practical work more than em-
phasing on certificates when exa-
minations are passed—DY. Gov-
ernment stenographers have also
decided to |oin the national strike
on the 28thATH. Nicaragua's national
guard and rebels seeking to over-
throw President Somoza were
still locked in battle overpight
with hundreds believed killed in
fierce fighting, Three of Portugal's
four major parties sald they would
yote azainst the independent gov-
ernment of PM Alfredo Nabre
Da Costa—CDN, The White House
said yesterday it was unable to
predict success or failure for the
Camp David Summit on the Middla
East now entering the second week.
The State Prosscutor alleged at
the opening of a trial In 5. Africa
that a group of policemen had sus-
pended six black naked prisoners
by chains from a ceiling and sub-
jected them to beatings and elec-
trick shock treatment—CDM. The
government of Nicaragua suspended
constitutionz]l rights In 2 citi=s
for the next 30 days in an apparent
effort to restrain the militant oppo-
sition which started a guerilla of-
fensive yesterday. More thap 450
people have died of jaupdice in
the past six months In Bombay
and tha officials say there Is little
they can do to check the disease.
An all party conference to the
Rhodesian conflict was ruled out
by Zimbabwe African People's ruler
Joshua Nkome—SU.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER I4
Any employee of the state or cor-

4

poration services who participates
in the token strike planned by the
Joint Trade Upion Action Com-
mittee for September 28 will be
treated as having vacated office.
The Speaker, Mr. Anapdaticsa de
Alwis yesterday resigned his post
and will be sworn in this morning
as Minister of State at the Presi-

dent's House in Kandy. A second
application made by Mr. Nihal
Jayawickrema, former Secretary,

Ministry of Justice to have the
order impounding his passport set
aside was rafused by the Presi-
dential Commission yesterday. Bri-
tain has offered to help Sri Lanka
to build prefabricated rice stores
befere the Maha season is over—
CDN. Pakistan Navy Chief Admiral
M. Shariff will arrive in Sri Lapnka
on Sept 26 as a guest [of the Sri
Lapka Mavy. The Police will dis-
play photographs of well known
and copvicted pickpockets at pro=
minent places like railway stations
and bus stands in a further bid to
arrest this mepace—CDM.  The
PMB and the Fertilizer Corporation
are to come under the purview
of the President; these two vital
state bodies had hitherto remained
under the Ministry of Agriculture—
SU. The government has decided
to grant citizenship to a further
one and a half lakhs of ‘stateless
persons’ of Indian origin who are
plantation workers—VK. The gov-
erpment has decided to amend
laws to inflict severe punishments
for crimes such as rape, drug tra-
ficking and hunting protected ani=
mals—DM.  Owver 25,000 railway
workers decided to jein the pro-
posed general strike on the 28th—
JD. More than 30 million people
have been affected by the copti-
nuing floods In India and the sltu-
ation remains serious. Israel apd
Egypt are showing flexibility in
Middle East peace talks but there
is still no basis for predicting the
outcome of the Camp David Sum-
mit the White House said; Soviet
Foreign Minlster Gromyke called
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on Asian states to resist what he
described ag Chipa's  agressive
designs and expansionist encourage”
ments in this region—CDN. Cuban
President Fidel Castro arrived in
Ethiopia at the start of a state
visit and Ethiopian leader Mengistu
Mariam made his first public attack
on China—SU. Nicaragua’s red
cross prepared a desperate attempt
to get in to the town of Masaya
where hupdreds of people are
feared to have been killed or
wounded in intense fighting bet-
ween the WNational Guard apd
opponents of President Anastassio
Somoza—CDM. '

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER M4
The GCEC has attracted Rs. 691
million worth of foreign exchapgs
on the thirty four projects appro-
proved so far; the total invests
ment including the foreign exclange
component has reached the 978
million rupee mark, Five mipis-
ters and 22 deputy ministers tock
their oaths befcre the President
in Kandy yestspday. A Tower
Hall Trust will be established to
promote national theatrical actl-
vities and restore and utilise the
Tower Hall. Japan under an agree-
ment will provide a grant of yen
1,500,000,000 or approximately Rs.
122.6 million to be used for the
bruchase of steel billets and small
size steel bars to construct 160,000
houses—CDM. Trade Unpion lea-
ders and other office bearers vigo-
rously campaigning for the pro-
posed strike on Sept 28 are to
be identified by the government
for replacement the day after the
strike. Air Ceylon has lost its
insurance claim of Rs. 7.5 millicn
on the AVRO aireraft which was
shattered by a bomb at the Rat-
malana airport because the insu-
rance policy for this aircraft does
not cover the available risk cause
in. respect of sabotage—SU. About
3000 people have been provided
jobs by the new garment mapu-
facturing centres reglstered at the
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Ministry of Textile Industrles; with

these 360 new centres, the total
number of registered garment
manufacturing centres in the island
now exceeds [200—/DPR No. 24,
The Ministry of Public Adminis-
tration and Home Affairs has deci-
ded to reduce 45 days from gov-
ernment and corporation workers
holidays in 1979 by reducing the
number of anpual and easual holi-
days rather than reduce the number
of religious Iolidays—ID.  The
police suspect that the Avro ipci-
dent and the two bus incidents
in Jaffna and Batticaloa are cop-
nected with each other—DK. ||
estate workers Trade unions
yesterday decided to join the pro-
posed strike on the 28th—ATH.
The Camp David Middle East Sum-
mit appeared headed for success
after talks which Israeli sources
said had brought copsiderakle pro-
gress, Government planes yesster-
day bombarded a central Nicars-
guan city but failed to flush out
guerilla insurgents In control of
most districts—CDN. Japanese PM
Takeo Fukuda warpned that the
world could be caught in a vicious
circle involving a depreciating dol-
lar and spiralling oil prices unless
the dollar’s decline was check :d—
CDM, Indian Foreign Minister
Vajpayee held talks with Soviet
President Brezhnev and assured him
that his country’s relations with
China would not affect the close
ties with Moscow—SU,

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1i4
The President sdid yesterday that
if the courts held that the laws
in regard to Special Presidential
Commission was bad the goverp-
ment will stop the proceedings. The
UNDP will send to Sti Lanka ‘seven
of the world’s top experts to help
in the resettlement scheme under
the accelerated Mahaweli Develop-
ment Scheme. The TULF con-
trolled Trade unions will not parti-
cipate In the propesed one day

TRIBUNE, September 30, 1978

token strike of the Opposition
trade unions scheduled for Sept,
26. District Ministers will be selec-
ted on September 2| at a gpecial
meeting of the goverament parlia-
mentary group—CDN. Air Ceylon
one of tho oldest carriers in Asia
has now been relegated to functions
as a mere Geperal Sales Agent
for seven interpational carriers in
addition to being the handling
agant for other interpational air-
lines. The eight campuses of the
University of Sri Lanka will be
re-named when they become sepa-
rate autopomous universities next
month after the pew university
legislation is promulgated—CDM
Three state agencies—the Sri Lapka
State Engineering Corporat op,

National Water Supply and Drai-
nage Board and the Colombo
Commercial Company have been
authorised by the goverpment to
collaborate with forsign firms in
the execution of major construction
projects in the country. The JVP
is to testify before the Special
Presiential Commission of Inquiry
shortly. Hashish oil extract was
detected for the first time in Sri
Lanka by a police narcotics bureau
dog at the Talaimannar pler op
Thursday—SU. Three youths out of
the 14 who were arrested in con-
nection with the bomb throwing
incident and distribution of pam-
phlets in Batticaloa have been
released—VK. People who applied
to the lob Banks for employment
will be granted employment in
November this year—LD. UNESCO
has come forward to help in the
reconstruction of old temples and
dagobas in the island—DM. Tobacco
farmers have decided to contipue
with their decision to boycott the
cultivation of tobacco after the
Ministers of Finance and Agricul-
ture rejected thelr request to pay
one cent more for a pound of
tobacco—[D. Eight machines 1w-
ported by the National Milk Board
at a cost of Rs. 2 million to packet
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Lakspray has not been used for
more thap an year because the
board has decided its cheaper to
pack fakspray in polythene bags—
ATH. President Carter yesterday
conferred almost coptinucusly with
Egyptian and lsrazli officials in 2n
2ll out effort to end the deadlock
over a middle east peace settle-
ment. Pakistan's military ruler
General Zia Ul Haq will take over
as President on Saturday following
the resiznation of Elahi Choudhry
as Head of State. Portugal's parlia-
ment  yesterday  rejected the
country’s new pon party govern-
ment ~CON

LETTER

Religious Freedom

Sir,

Legislation has been intro-
duced to disbar from the prac-
tice of law persons who com-
mit themselves to certain forms
of religious obsarvance.

From the " reports in the
papers | gather that these per-
sons will be excluded for no
other reason except that they
profess to undertake certain
obligations in accordance with
their religion.  That is, the
way they practice their rali-
gion is the only reason alleged |
for prohibiting them from en-!
rolment in the legal profession. !

As a foreigner | have no busi- :
ness telling the Parliament of
Sri Lanka what laws they cap
or cannot make. But anyone,
foreign. or national, cap say. |
this: if they do pass such a law, |
they cannot talk about reli-
gious freedom.

CIaudeRDalySJ |
31, Clifford Place, ]
Colombo 4. - {
1978 Sept, 25 |'
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“Camp David Sumnit

INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS

by Ariel

© Camp David Summit

@ China & Vietnam

Nobody had expected anything
to come out of President Carter's
Camp Davia Summit. Evep the
American prass which was pro-
Carter was most sceptical zbout
its outcome. Mot a single paper
had predicted that this Summit
would find a solution to the Egypt-
lsrael  confrontation or  bring
peace to the Middle East. Com-
mentators critical of Certer were
certain that the Camp David Sum-
mit would prove to be another
of Carter's damp squibs which
have so far marked his Presidency
and had plummetted his popularity
rating to a point lower than
Nixon's iust before Watergate.

Everybody was agreed that Carter
was taking 2 big risk in rasorting
to personal diplomacy at this level,
eepecially after his mumbo-jumbo
about human rights viclations in
some couptries whilst ignoring
continuing violations in others had
boomeranged on his prestige.

But, to everybody’s surprise, and
at a time when everybody had
thought that the Camp David Sum-
mit had flopped, an agreement was
reached betwespn Sadat and Israel
which had not besn thought pos-
sible. [Easwar Sagar, in a despatch
to the Madras Hindu from YYash-
ington, on September [8 stated:

“The Heads of Government of
Egypt, Israel and the United States
who had been engaged in ‘intense
negotiations for the past 13 days
in nearby Camp David in the moup-
tains, behind a wveil of secrecy,
made a dramatic —appearance in
the East Room of the White Housz
last pight to anpounce 2a mzjor
breakthrough in . attempis . to

settle the 30-year conflict bet-
waen Arab and Jew. After two
separate agresments described as
‘frameworks’ for peace—one cov-
ering the future of the West Bank
and the Gaza strip and the other
covering return of the Sinai to
Egypt apnd relaticns between Is-
rael and Egypt—had beep signed
by the Egyptian President, Mr.
Sadat apd the lsrzeli Prime Mipis-
ter, Mr. Begin and witnessed by
President Carter before an assem-
blage of diplomats, congressiopal
leaders and the press, a jubilant
Mr. Carter told the nation of the
general terms of the accords. He
is to explain them in greater detail
when he appears before a joint
session of Congress to-night.

“Because the two contending
parties are yet to rx-olve many
serious and difficult questiors, es-
pecially with regard to the dis-
position of the West Bapk, be-
cause the accord is yet to be ap-
proved by the lIsrasli Kpesset and
berause its success hinges on the
reception it gets from Jordan, the
Palestinian residents of the occu-
pled territory, as well as other
Araks with a stake in West Asia,
nobody is shouting that pezce is
actually at hand in West Asia, Mr.
Carter who was the moving spirit
behind Camp David and who during
80 hours of talks ‘with the two
leaders insisted they keep at it
until they achieve some agresment
and whko for an unprecedented
13 days had suspenisd all other
presidential duties, was himself cau-
tious about the results; he noted
that three decades of war and bit-
terness could not be settled over-
night and that ‘months of difficult
negotiations still lie ahead.'

“The achlevements nevertheless
are beipg hailed as a major event
which will generate an irreversible
momentum for peace and nobody
has summed it up better thapn Dr.
Kissinger who, as ‘Secretary - of
State in the Ford Administration,
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had had some limited success in
“making peace in West Asia. Dr.
Kiss'nger said it was a ‘very signi-
ficant and major event’. It had
been made posssible by Mr. Begin
making previously unthought of
concessions a-d agrceiag to stop
all further Jewi h settlements in
the West Baik arra aad also to
discuss the future of the West
Bank—two things he had sworn
he would never do. Dr. Kissinger
called Mr. Sadat a man of courage
and vision who would undoubtedly
come under tremendous pressure
from kis Ar:b detractors, but he
wanrted them to remember that
Mr. Sadat was the only Arab who
had bern able to get Arab lands
bark from lsrael. The former Sec-
retary said that if there was a fra-
gila qualitv about the accords now
sieried that was only because there
was a fragile cualit- aout every-
thing co-nected with West Asia.
He gave high marks for Mr. Carter's
persaverance and courace, and with
a tinge of regrot (bezrure he was
no longer ascociated with the prob-
lem) predictrd a hi*h stanling for
Mr. Carter in the history of West
Asia,

“As outlined by US officials;
the two frameworks contain the
following provisions: On the West
Bank and the Gaza Strib now occu-
pied by lsrael: A five-year transi-
tional period of civil self-rule for
tie Palestinian inhabitonts; withe
drawal of Israzli forces to garri-
soas in specified locations; nego-
tiations between Egypt, lsrael, the
Palestinian inhabitants and lordap
to decide the final status of the
two areas; no new lsraeli settle-
ments to be established during the
negotiations; s=curity arrangements
which could involve UN forces,
special security zopes, demilitarised
zones etc. to be pegotiated; and
an exchange of letters on the status
of East Jerusa'em.

“On the Sinai and Israeli-Egypticn
relations: Ac peace ‘treaty betweep
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the two countries to be signed
within three months; phased Is-
raeli pullouts from all of the Sipai
to begin within three to nine
months after the treaty is signed
and to be completed within three
years; Israeli airfields to be re-
turned to Egypt; security zones of
various kinds to be established
in the Sinai; normal relations bet-
ween the two couptries to be es-
tablished after the bulk of the lsraeli
forces have pulled out of the Sinai.

“It was said to be upderstood
that the two accords would stand
by themselves; in other words the
fallure of one would not affect
the other.

“All the three mepn—Mr. Begin,
Mr. Sadat and Mr. Carter—hugged
each other after they had finished
signing the agreements—Mr. Begin
even suggested that the Camp
David conference should hence-
forth be known as the “limmy
Carter conference” in hopour of
the man who had made it possible:
the moment was both euphorice
and historic.

PRESIDENT CARTER addressed
a joint session of Congress op Sep-
tember I8 and his speech set out
the achievements of the Summit.
The following extracts trace the
highlights of his speech: .. it has
been more than 2,000 years since
there was peace between Egypt
and a free Jewish nation. If our
present expectations are realized,
this year we shall see such peace
again. The first thing | would like
to do is to give tribute to the two
men who made this impossible
dream now become a real possi-
sibility—the two great leaders with
whom | have met for the last
two weeks at Camp David—first,
President Anwar Sadat of Egypt—
and the other, of course, is Prime
Minister Menachem Begin of the
nation of Israel. At Camp David
we sought 2 peace that is not oply
of vital importance to their own
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two nations, but to all the people
of the Middle East—to all the people
of the United States—and indeed,
to 21l the world as well,

L

have come to discuss with
you tonight what these two lea-
ders have accomplished, and what
this means to all of us, The United
States has had no choice but to
be deeply concerped about tha
Middle East, and to try to use our
influence and our efforts to ad-
vance the csuse of peaca. For the
last thirty years, through four
wars, the people of this troubled
region have paid a terribla price
in suffering and division and hatred
and bloodshed. No two nations
have suffered more thap Egypt and
Israel.  But the dangers and the
costs of conflict in this region for
our own nation have been great
as well. We have long-standing
friendships among the pations there
and the peoples of the region, and
we have profound, moral commit-
ments which are deeply rooted in
our values as a peopls. The strate-
gic Jocation of these countries and
the resources that they possess
means that events in the Midele
East directly affect peonle every-
where. We and our friends
could not be indifferent if a hostila
power were to establish domi-
nation there. In few areas of the
world is there a greater risk that a
local copflict cculd spread among
other naticns adjacent to them and
then perhaps erupt into a tragic
conflict between us Superpowers
ourselves. .

“Through the long years of con-
flice, feur main issues have divided
the parties involved. One is the
nature of peace—whether peace
will simply mean that the guns
are silenced, that the bombs no
lenger fall, that the tanks coage
to roll, or whether it will mean
that the nations of the Middle
East can deal with each other as
neighbours and as equals and as
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Camp David Summit

friends, with a full range of dip-
lomatic and cultural and economic
and human relations between them;
that has been the basic questiopn.
The Camp David agreement has
defined such relationsnips, | am glad
to announce to you, between lsrael
and Egypt. The second main issue
is providing for the security of all
the parties involved, including, of
course, the lsraelis, so that pone
of them need fear attack or mili-
tary threats from ope another.
When implemented, the Camp David
agrezment, | am glad to announce
to you, will provide for such mutual
security.  Third is the questiop
of agreement on secure and re-
cognized boundaries, the epd of
military occupation, and the grant-
ing of self-government or else the
return to other nations of terri-
tories which have besn occupied
by Israel since the 1967 conflict.
The Camg David agreement, | am
glad to announce to you, provides
for the realization of all these goals.
And finally, there is the pajpful
human qusstion of the fate of the
Palestinians who live or who have
lived in these disputed regiops.
The camp Dayid agreement gua-
rantees that the Palestipiap people
may participate in the resolution
of the Palestinian problem in all
its aspects, a commitment that
Israel has made in writing and which
is supported and appreciated, | am
sure, by all the world.

“Over the last eighteen months,
there has been, of courss, some
progress on these issues..That pro-
gress continued, but at a slower
and slower pace through the early
part of the year. And by early
summer, the negotiations had come
to a stapdstill once again.' It was
this stalemate and the prospect
for an even worse future that
prompted me to invite both Presi-
dent Sadat and Prime Mipister
Begin tojoin me at Camp David. ...
When this conference began, 1
said that the prospects for succesg
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Camp Dayid Summit

were remote. Epnormous barriers
of ancient history and nationalism
and suspicion would have to be
overcome if we were to meet our
objectives.  But President Sadat
and Prime Minister Begin have
overcome these barriers, exceeded
our fondest expectations and have
signed two agreements that hoid
out the possibility of resolving
issues that history had taught us
could not be resolved.

“The first of these documents
is entitled “a framework for peace
in the Middle East agreed at
Camp David.”” It deals with a
comprehensive settlement, bet-
ween Israel and all her npei-
ghbours, as well as the diffi-
cult question of the Palestinian
people and the future of the West
Bank and the Gaza area, The
agreement provides a basis for the
resolution of issues ipvelving the
West Bank and Gaza during the
next five years. |t outlines a process
of change which is in keeping with
Arab hopes, while also carefully
respecting Israel’s vital security.
The Israzli military government
over these areas will be with-
drawn and will be replaced with
a self-government of the Palesti-
nians who live there. And lsrael
has committed that this govern-
ment will have full autonomy.
Prime Minister Begin said to me
several times, not partial auto-
nomy, but full autonomy. Israeli
forces will be withdrawn and re-
deployed into specified locations
to protect |srael's security. The
Palestinians will further partici-
pate in determining their own
future through talks in which their
own elected representatives, the
inhabitants of the West Bank and
Gaza, will negotiate with Egypt
and Israel and Jordan to deter-
mine the final status of the West
Bank and Garza.

“Israel has agreed, have com-
mitted themselves, that the legi-
timate rights of the Palestinian

people will be recognized.
the signing of this framework last
night, and during the negotiations
coricerning the establishment of
tha Palestinian self-government no
new Israeli settlements will be
established in this arsas, The
future settlements issue will be
decided amopg the pegotiating
parties. The final status of tne
West Bank and Gaza will be de-
cided before the epd of the five-
year transitional period during
which the Palestinian Arabs will
have their own government, as
part of a nzgotiation which will
produce a peace treaty betweep
Israel and Jordan, specifying bord-
ers, withdrawal, all those very
crucial issues. These negotiations
will be based on all the provisions
and the principles of Security Coup-
cil resolution 242, with which you
all are so familiar. The agreement
on the final status of these areas
will then be submitted to a vote
by the representatives of the in-
habitants of the West Bank and
Gaza, and they will have the right
for the first time in their history,
the Palestinian people, to decide
how they will govern themselves
permaneatly. We also belizve,
of course, all of us, that there should
be a just settlement of the prob-
lems of displaced persons and re-
fugees, which talkes into account
the appropriate United Mations
resolutions. “Finally, his docu-
ment also outlines a variety of
security arrangements to reipforce
peace between lsrael and her peigh-
bours. This is, indeed, a compre-
hensive and fair framework for
peace in the Middle East, and | am
glad to report this to you.

“The second agreement is entitled
“a framework for the conclusion
of a peace treaty between Egypt
and Israel.” It returpns to Egypt
its full exercise of sovereignty over
the Sipai peninsula, and establishes
several security zones, recogniz-
ing carefully that sovereignty right
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for the protection of all parties.
It also provides that Egypt will
extend full diplomatic recognition
to lIsrazl at the time the Israelis
complete an interim wi hdrawal
from most of the Sinai, which will
take place between three months
and nine months after the conclu-
sion of the peace treaty. And the
peace treaty is to be fully nego-
tiated apd signed po later thap
three months from last night. |
think | should also report that
Prime Minister Begin 2nd President
Sadat haye already challenged each
other to conclude the treaty even
earlier. Apd | hope they—this fina]
conclusion of a peace treaty wil]
be completed late in December,
And it would be a wo derfu;
Christmas present for the World,

“Final and complete withdrawal
of all Israell forces will take place
between two and three years {ol-
lowing the conclusion of the peace
treaty.  While both parties are
in total agreement on all the goals
that | have just describ=d to you,
there is one issue on which agree-
ment has not yet been reached.
Egypt states that agreement to
remove the lsraeli settlements from
Egyotian territory is a prerequisite
to a peace treaty. lIsrael says that
the issue of the lsraeli settlement
should be resolved during the peace
negotiations themselves...... Mow,
within two weeks with each mem-
ber of the Knesset, or the lIsraali
Parliament acting as individuals,
not constrained by party loyalty,
the Knesset will decide op thea
issue of the settlements.

“None of us should upderesti-
mate the historic importance of
what has already been done. This
is the first time that an Arab and
an Israeli leader have signed a com-
prehensive framework for peace.. ..
....But we must also pot forget
the magnitude of the obstacles that
still remain. The summit exceeded
our highest expectation—but we
know that it left many difficult
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issues still to be resolved. These
issues will require careful pegotia-
ion in the months to come. . What
lies ahead for all of us is to recog-
nize the statesmapship that Presi-
dent Sadat and Prime Minister
Begin have shown and to invite
others in that region to follow
their example. | have already last
night invited the other leaders of
the Arab world to help sustaip pro-
gress toward a comprehensive peace.
“We must also join in an effort
to bring an end to the conflict
and the terrible suffering in Leba-
non....¥We will want to consult
on this matter and on these docu-
ments and their meaniing with all
of the leaders, particularly the
Arab leaders. And | am pleased
to say to you topight that just a
few minutes ago, King Hussein
of Jordan apnd King Khalid of Saudi
Arabia, perhaps other leaders later,
but these two have already agreed
to receive Secretary VYance, who
will be leaving tomorrow to ex-
plain to them the terms of the
Camp David agreement. And
we hope to secure their support
for the realization of the new hopes
and dreams of the people of the
Middle East. This is an important
mission, and this resporsibility |
can tell you, based on my last two
‘weeks with him, could not possi-
bly rest on the shoulders of a more
able and dedicated and competent
man than Secretary Cyrus Vance..."”
Even before Cvrus Vance rea-
ched the Middle East, Syria, Jordan
and Saudi Arabia had condemnzd
the agreament. Sadat’s Foreign
Minister Kamel and his ambassador
in Washington Gorbhal had ten-
dered their resignation because
they disagreed with what had
been agreed on at Camp David,
Mossow  denounced the agree-
ment and said that Sadat had bet-
rayed the Arab cause. The PLO
was onposed to the agreement
and Arafat vowed to continue
guerilla war, - ; :
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Whether Secretary Vance wiil
be able to persuade King Hussein
of Jordan or King Khalid of Saudi
Arabia to withdraw their opposi-
tion and Support the Camp David
agreements even in 2 limited sort
of way is not known. The Arab
“Front of Steadfastness and Con-
frontation' consisting of Algeria,
Libya, PLO, and South Yemep held a
meeting in Damascus on September
20. Efforts wera being made to
bring back Iraq to the Confron-
tation Front—Iragq had quit op the
ground that Syriawas “too soft". King
Hassan of Morecco has been silent
and Sadat was ecalling on him on
his way from the USA to win his
support, Sudan, another supperter
of Egypt has been silent. Some of
the Gulf States have already cri-
ticised the agresment.

Will Vance and Carter (with
the support of Kissinger and the
Trilateral Commission) succeed in
selling the Camp David Agreement
even toa small number of Arab
States? At the time of writing not
a single Arab state has come to
the support of Sadat.

WHILST CARTER staked his re-
putation and ricked his future
at Camp David, China is on the
crast of diplomatic and political
offensives to assert her position
as a big nuclear power on a global
scale. In this she has come up
against Vietpam, her closest neigh-
bour. Peking asserts that Hapoi
has been set up by Moscow to take
up anti-China postures. But, in
reality, the bone of contzation bet-
waen the two countriss is the
qusastion of the status of the ethpic
Chinese in Vietnam. China wants
Vietnam to accept and implement

a 1955 agreemant with Hanoi by

which ethaic Chinese were granted
virtual dual nationality. This agree-
meant was never observed in South

Vietnam. Furthermore, in South-
East countries, it will be recalled
Chou En-lal had repudiated

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Ethnic Chinese

the principle of dual patiopality
which China had insisted on earlier-
China, by wanting to now revive
this dual nationality copcept in
Vietnam has made all South-east
Asian countries with large ethpic
Chinese populations nervous. Malay-
sia is the first country to take it
un, and the Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter has indicated a wish to go to
Pelking to discuss this matter be-
fore the end of the year.

At first opne thought that China
had only wanted the principle of
dual pationzlity operative in (blood-
brether) Vietnam alone. But Asie-
Weck of September 8, in its column
Frontlines had the following note
under the heading CHINA SAYS
IT AGAIN: “China last week went
as close as it probably ever will
in declaring that its policy on aver-
seas Chinese has changed radi-
cally. Addressing some 1,600 Chi-
nese residents in Bangkok at a
reception organised by the Chi-
nese Chamber of Commerce; tha
newly anpointed Chinese Ambas-
sador to Thailand, Chang Wei-lei,
said overseas Chinese are free to
take up the natiopality of their
adopted countries but that China
will oppese any moves to force
them to change their natiopalities.
That should give Southeast Asiap
governments plenty of food for
thought, As if to make the diges-
tion harder, the Ambassador added
that those who took up lozal natio-
nalities will still be welcome to
maintain friendly relations  with
the mainland. And those who
want to go back to China will be
taken care of, he stressed. Peking
could hardly put it more bluntly
than that, But this newly arti-
culated stance is unlikely to com-
fort countries struegling against
historical odds to achieve a mea<
sure of national integrity that
transcends ethnic lovalties. We
wonder what a Thai Ambassador
would like to tell a Thai Chamber
of Commerce in Peking."”
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Ethnic Chinese

Batuk Gathani, in a despatcn
from London on September 9 to
the Madras Hindu discussing current
developments said: “... Slowly and
steadily, there is zlso mounting
concarn about the ripple of unease
through South East Asia, against
the background of the fast deter-
iorating relations between Peking
and Hanoi. Indian observers find
this development pregnant with
catastrophic consequences for peace
in Asia. ‘One way or the other,
whether we like it or not, we will
be sucked into this Paking-Hanosi
business—if we don't live by our
wits'—guipped 2 senior indian dip-
Jomat the other day. Evervbody
is aware that the latest round of
diplomatic talks between China
and Vietnam has so far failed to
produce any agresmeat on con-
taptious bilateral issues, including
the problem of the mass ewedus
of ethnic Chipnesz residents from
Vietnam, which hss brought the
two Asian communist powers close
to a state of war on their border.
Peking accuses Hanol of forcibly
booting out the ethnic Chinese
minority and now it 2l looks like a
seemingly never-ending slanging
match between the two. Hanei
is datermined to stamp out private
trade in its earnest desire to build
up socialism in the post-war uni-
fied Vietnam. Then there are is-
sues concerning Vietpam's border
conflict with Cambodiz which amo-

unts to a struggle for regicnal
hegemony between the Chinsse
and Vietnamese people. Vietnam

is also woolpg the ASEAN mem-
bers who also have the ‘problem’
of powerful trading and prosperous
ethnic Chinese minorities. The prob-
lem is of varying degree but it is
bad business in their Individual
bilateral relations with Peking. In
Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur, over-
tures from Hanoi have had some
response because Indonesia and
Malaysia have slrable tradipg and
prosperous Chinese minorities.
Hanoi has suggested that Peking's

policies towards Vietnamese of
Chinesa origin are tantamount to
using them 2s a ‘fiith column' to
advance Chinese political ends in
South-East Asia. There are seme
14 million cversess Chinese in the
ASEAMN countries and, obviously,
Hanoi finds it advantageous to
capitalise on what is termed as
‘tracitional fears’" about the
Chirese. v .. ive

This comment Gathani mada In
the f{ollowing context: "“Chairman
Hua has emerged as a world states-
man after his highly successful
tour through the Balkans and lran.
As China's relations with the Wes-
tern and NATO Powers become
more cordial and business like, one
senses a new {reeze in tle politics
of East-West deterite, 25 the Carter
Administration’s pinpricking antics
under the umbrella of the ‘human
rights issue' infuriate Moscow. The
Soviets feel that the American
pre-occupation with the politics
and activitics of Soviet discidents
amounts to direct ipterference in
Soviet internal affairs. Moreover,
as the commupists: both in the
West ard Esst argue, what humap
rights is Mr. Carter talking about?
What about the racial discrimi-
nation against coloured mincrities
in Western courtries or the Wetern
supportf or white mincrity regimes
all these years in southern Africal
Perhaps, the Western clamour for
more respect for basic humanp
rights, coula have more credibi-
lity if the West put its own
house in order first. The Negros
in the United States, the coloureds
in Britain, the Turks in Wast
Germany or the African and Alge-
rians in France—are they better
off than say the Jews or
the dissidents in the Soviet Unien?
China ipterprets this as a Third
World problem. Many West Euro-
pean iptellectuals who dream of
the far-reaching horizops of the
politics of detente feel deeply
perturbed by what one of them
described the other day as ‘this
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amateurish obsession in the White
House!  And now, apart from the
‘human rights issu2’, the Chipa
factor further complicates the pers-
pectives of the Western world’s
relations with the two commuplst
glants. Seasoned Indian diplomats
one talks to about India’s role in all
this, 2also find themselves in a
state of quandary, if not down-
right confusion.”

And, though Indian Foreign
Minister Vajpayee is going to Pe-
king soon, there does pot seem to
be any chance of a real rapproche-
ment until Chipa is willing to meet
Indian demands op the dispute
about boupdaries at least halfway.

China is doing its best to win
friends in Southeast Asia whilst
reaching cut to strategic areas in
South Asia by roads like the
Karakoram Highway.

What next?

THE WORLD TODAY

India,

Bangladesh

INDIA: FLOOD FURY

While it is too early to estimate
the current floods, preliminary
reports suggest that the damage
will be substantial. Severe floods have
been reported from Punjab in the
north to Madhya Pradesh in south
and Gujarat in the wast to West
Bepgal in the east. In Ambala,
Kurukshetra, Karnal and Sonepat
districts more than 70 villages
have been fully marooped. Sutle]
river is threatening several areas
in Pupleb. However round-the-
clock work on embapkments and
weak points have so far been effec-
tive. In Moradabad in UP, Ram-
ganga is threatening 200 villages.
Seme of them are already under
water, About 20,000 houses have
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collapsed In different parts of Muz-
afarnager district 2nd 50,000 peo-
ple had to be evacuated. Over
15,500 marooped people have been
rescued from 412 flood-hit areas in
West Bengal so far. So far 30 deaths
have been officially reportsd. Total
loss in the second round of floods
this year is estimated at Rs. 25.6
crores. Standing crop in 6.5 lakh
acres were totally lost. In Orissa,
Subarnarekha  river in Balasore
district has submerged 1.6 lakh
hectares. This has affected two
lakh peozle.

Devastating floods have been an
apnual feature of most big rivers
in 'ndia right from the pre-historic
days. Though no depepdable statis-
tics of the flood loss is still avail-
able, a2 rough estimate is around
Rs. 1,500 crores every year. During
the past two years floods caused
comsiderable damage in Haryana,
UP, Bihar, West Bengal, Orissa
and Assam. In Haryana, nearly
500 villages with a population of
one million had to suffer badly in
I976. Several parts of these States
are at present reeling under the
flood fury.

The crippling effect of floods
on Indian economy was acknow-
ledged even by the British rulers.
Annual visitation of floods, makes
India’s budget an undependable ex-
ercise. Yet no serious steps were
taken in this regard until the de-
vastating floods in 1954. In fact,
the credit for ipitiating the Natiopal
Flood Control Programme goes to
Jawaharlal Nehru. Under this pro-
gramme by the end of the fourth
Plan 7.0 million hectares were
given “reasopable’ protsction from
floods.  According to the latast
assessment, in all 25 million hee-
tares are “liable” to floods. Flood
protection schemes for 20 mil-
lion hectares are considered by
the experts to be economically
feasible. During the four years
of the Fifth Plan two million hec-
tares have been protected agaipst
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floods. Of the total of Rs. 287
crores speat op these schemss,
Rs. 247 crores came from the
States, and the mest from the Cap-
tre. The totzl spending on these
flood control schemes during the
24 years after 1954 has been
Rs. 445 crores.

So far the flood control measures
have bean confined to flood moder-
ation, storage reservoirs, em-
bankments, diversions, town pro-
tection, river improvement and
anti-erosion apd dralnage improve-
ment. The approach has been to
concentrate on multipurposs and
optimum development of waters
of various river systems. This
included flood control. This Is
expected to improve the cost
effectiveness of the projects and
their smooth implem2ptation. An
area so far pegleeted Is the protec-
tion of the forest areas in catch-
ment areas from devastation. Such
mindless deforestation lead to heavy
soil erosion and the consequent
run off. Iy some dam areas silt
control has been partizlly attended
to for the past 15 years. The sixth
Plan, therefors, emphasises the
need for a better system of forest
protection and soil conservation
which must be extended to the
catchment areas of all river systems
that are flood propne. It is now
officially claimed that a start has
been made two years back in this
FESpeCt . iioney

—Link, New Delhi,
September, 10, 1978

INDIA:
SHOCKED

The Capital faced its worst ever
flood crisis in memory last week.
Hundreds of Delhi citizens cow-
ered in the face of the rampaging
Yamuna—which in a threz-day spell,
burst its bapnks, breached bunds
and overflowed into the suburbag
areas after inupdating scores of
low-lying areas. Not sipnce the

THE CAPITAL
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days of the Mughals, several cep-
turies ago, have the waters of the
Yamuna lapped at the outer walls
of the Red Fort as they did last
weel. Officlally fifty people were
drowned in panic stricken evacua-
tions; unofficial sources put the
toll at many hupndreds more as
desperate citizens tried to swim
the turbulent waters to safety.
Over a thousand army personnel
and 121 boats were busy rescuing
350,000 beleagured pecple and
strengthening the last margipal
bundh on the east side of Yamuna
to save the teemipg suburbap
colony of Shahdara.

The city's tale of woe began
last Sunday when the Central
Flood Forecasting Division of the
Central Watzr and Power Com-
mission broadeast a warning of a
catastrophic flood in the river. It
was the sequel to record rainfall
that had lashed northern India
the previous two days (12 cms.
in the Canital itself). It filled up
the headworks of the Yamupa at
Tajewala from where the water
is released periodically into tha
river that flows past Dzlhi. The
forecast said that a flood of ex-
traordinary magnitude unknown in
the history of the river had passed
the headworks early on Sunday
morning and in the 36 hours that
it took to reach the Capital, it
made a mockery of all the apti-
flood coptrol measures that an up-
prepared Delhi administration took.
It swept over bunds with awesome
zase, cut the main G.T. road to
Panipat at several places, inundated
a vast stretch of land up to the
vicinity of Delhi University—swal-
lowing enroute the . teeming re-
settlement colony of Jehangirpuri,
whose residents had been pushed
out of their homes during the
emergancy.

In two days, 2Il the four bridges
across the Yamupa even the cep-
turies old railway road bridge were
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declared to be in danger.  Experts
feared that they would not be able
to withstand the pressure of the
watars. The inadequate waterway
at the bridge could obstuct the
free flow of water it was said, and
the authorities promptly closed all
of them to vehicular traffic apnd a
day later, to padestrian traffic also.
People of the thickly populated
trans-Yamupa colony of Shahdara
and its neighbouring areas, bat-
tered by the floods every year,
were totally cut off, spepding a
night of terror as army jawans
worked to strengthen the left
marginal bupnd between the old
railway bridge and the Indraprastha
bridge. The army put 1,000 per-
sonnel on the job, as the Capital's
last line of defence on the porthern
extremitly, the Shah Alam bund
collapsed, letting the gushing waters
into Adarsh Nagar, Model Town,
Kingsway Camp, Mukherjee MNagar
and the outer colleges of thz Uni-
versity campus, Waters reached
the first floors of houses, inundated
shops, petrol pumps, police sta-
tions, the AIR Transmitters were
flooded causing the AIR to go off
the air on three popular frequencies.
There were pot epough boats to
move people to safety from flcoded
areas. Most people made their
own arrangements, using inflated
tubes of cars, little plastic con-
traptions normally used for bathing
babies or just swimming across to
safety. There were casualties too
—over 50 persons including ap
army sapper lost their lives as
boats over-turned, mostly because
of panic among the passengers.
The army faced unexpected prob-
lems too. Residents of areas like
Model Town, Hakikat MNagar, Muk-
herjee Nagar and other areas re-
fused to be evacuated. As the
waters rose they took their be-
longings and families on to upper
floors, afraid of the uncertainties
of the relief camps. They were
not far wrong; 2 massive relief

i5

camp set up at the Model Town
stadium turned into a vast lake
as the waters swept in and the refu-
gees wera homeless again. And
army men found that the residents
wanted to use boats in a shuttle
service to and from their homes,
to get food and medical relief—
rather than 45 3 means O.{ escape.
To add to it all were the hordes

of sightseers who drove in on
cars, scooters and motorcyles
to see thz river rise. The police

had to issue a warning that any
loiterers would be penalised and
their yehicles impounded. It was
not as if the more exclusive resi-
dential areas where the affluent
lived escaped the flood fury. Kalindi
Colony, New Friends Colony. and
Maharani Bagh, where busipess-
men and others built palatial man-
sions, suddenly found themselves
in deep waters as the Yamuna
moved in menacingly across the
Ohkla region. Water started ente-
ring the basements of these houses.

The mullahs leading into tha city
near Yilak Bridgs, near Mizamuddip
and further on began to rise also.
It lookad as if the residential colo-
nies and office blocks ip these
areas would be threatened for the
first time ever, and warnings to
evacuate basements were issuad.
By noon on Wednesday, howevar
it 'ooked as if the river had begun
to reced=, slowly but surely. The
bridges had held and the city
breathed a sign of relief. Before
then, however, the proces of vege-
tables shot up, milk and bread
were in short supply and there
seemed to be no sign of early relief
as 2ll the rall and road links to
Uttar Pradesh were snapped fol-
lowing the heavy downpour and
floods upstream. Even candles
and matches were in short supply.
Fruits, brought out from cold
storage turred out to be cheaper
than vegetables. There was silence
in the temples. The Buddhist
pagoda and the various shrines
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along Ring Road were floodeds
and priests and monks in their
distictive costumes trooped out
to join the faithful crowding the
streets. Even the samad is of Nehru
and Shastri were upder water—
though Rajghat was luckier. There
seemed no place to cremate the
dead either as Nigambodh Ghat
was engulfed by the Yamuna and
waters lapped the electric crema-
toriumm a mile dowpstream.

—Link, New Delhi,
September [0, [978
INDIA: THREAT POSED BY
KHARAKORAM HIGHWAY

The Kashmir Chief Minister,
Sheikh Abdulla, has called upon
people to make a upited endea-
vour and muster their strength to
face ‘the potential threat posed
to the country’s integrity, solida-
rity and sovereignty by the cons-
truction of the Karakoram natio-
nal highway adjacent to our bor-
ders by China and Pakistan.' Rep-
lying to a discussion in the As-
sembly on an adjournment mo-
tion moved by a Copngress mem-
ber, Mr. Bhimsingh, regarding
threats posed by the highway, Mr.
Abduilah said the Goverpment of
India had lodged its protests to
the quarters concerped.

The problem was no longer to
prevent copstruction of the high-
way, which had been built despite
protest from India. What was im-
portant now was how to overcome
the “dangerous situation arising
out of its copstruction, particularly
when China was leaning towards
Pakistan", Mr. Abdullah said.

Mr. Abdullah depied he had
told the former US Ambassador,
Mr. Lov. Henderson, when the two
met hare in 1952, that he favoured
independence for the State. Refer-
ring to the Ambassador's claim,
reporteldy made in the classified
documents released by the American
State Department, the Chief Mi-
nister said the fact was that it was
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Mr. Henderson who had Wwantad
to know why Jammu and Kashmir
could not remain independent.

Mr. Abdullah said he had told
the Ambassador in reply that
independence for the State was
not possibls,

“Whatever Mr. Henderson miay
have told his Goverpment are not
My views, but constitute the pro-
jection of his own views.”

—PTl,  Srinagar,
September, 10, 1978
AMTI - INDIA FEELINGS IN
BANGLADESH

An Indian arrlving in Dacca will
at once get the impression of being
in an uafriendly country if the
writings on the wall and posters
are any indication. Although ab-
rasive slogans such as “Boycott
lndian goods and boycott our enemy
—!ndia’" are no longer to be seen
in Dacca as in Mujib’s days, anti-
India wall writings are far more
numerous than before. ''Dowp
with Indian Imperialism and ex-
pansionism'’ ard "We shall pever
let Bapgladesh turn into 2 vassal
state of India" and similar slogans
arz splattered across Dacca’s walls,
“Since the creation of Bangladzsh we
have been so thoroughly rondi-
tioned in thought and action against
Incia that we are pow more anti-
India than during the Pakistani
days. Mistakes committed by
India are largely to blame fer this'™,
2 senior bureaucrat of Bangladesh
sald. He sought shelter in India
during the 1971 liberation war.
Meetings at Dacca’s Paltan Maidap
are still the popular forum to poli-
ticians for campaigns against India.
At the election meetings India
was the target of attack by Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman's Jativatabadi
Front. The front alleged that the
Indian Border Security Force had
urged the Basgladesh voters over

loudspeakers to vote for General

Osmany. It alleged that hundreds

of miniature plastic boats, the .
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election symbol of General Osmany,
were sent down the Gomati from
the Indian borders to influsnce
the voters. It was significant that
the allegations were being maae
at 2 time when President Zia him-
self was telling the people that
with the ‘new, friendly Indian
Government in power Bangladesh’s
relations with India has vastly im-
proved'' and that In the past one
year the 3,000 km. border with
India was “peaceful and free of
incidents”, the smugcling of essen-
tial goods from Bangladesh had
been checked and a solution to
the Farakka dispute had beep
foupd.

“If we have to buy sophisticated
stuff why should we buy it from
India against hard currency when
we can buy it from West Germany,
Japan or the UK. We shall pre-
ferably buy Innian zoods against
Indian rupee credit', a senior
Bangladesh Bank official said. Many
Indian  businessmen and firms,
including Government undertak-
ings, arz to blame themselves for
queering the pitch for Indian goods
and services in Bapgladesh. The
behaviour of Indian officials seems
to have made a large section of
Bangladssh bureaucraty hogstile. Ban-
gladesh officials say: “Our turning
more and more towards the Arab
and the lslamic world should not
cause any misunderstanding in
India."” Mr. Tobarak Hossain,
Fereign Secretary said: “For us It
has proved a good source of eco-
nomic assistance and jobs for both
skilled and unskilled workers, In
1976, Saudi Arabia promised us
X 200 million—¢ 150 million for
our projects, % 50 million as cash
grant and 20 million to buy ferti-
lizer. In the past three years, about
30,000 Banzladesh nationals have fou-
nd jobs in the Arab countries, ‘Iran
has signed an agreement with us
and in the next three years it will
recruit 24,000 people.. Unemploy-
ment and shortage of funds for our
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projects have been our most presss
fng problems. We hope to attract
good investment from the Arab
werld because the situation has
stabilized here and we are offering
good opportupity for private
invastment.'

~Manpash Ghosh in The Statesman
Bombay.

+ 4+

BANGLADESH: REFUGE OF
THE - DESPERATE

No news from Bangladesh is
usuzlly gecd pews because apy
news from Bapgladesh is usually
bad. Thus, this weekend, the poli-
tical scepe In East Bengal, nine
days after 2 tumuliuous presiden-
tial election, seems remarkably tran-
quil which is surprising and geoed.
But the flow of refugees from
Burma continues amid mounting
efforts at mediation: and the flow
is wholly bad..Clearly though,
something very nasty has been
happening. You do not lightly
filee penniless to Bapgladesh. Bang-
ladesh is one of the poorest, most
crovided, least appetising refuge
in the world..Inside the country
itself, though, the rafugee challenge
and the presidential election have
come to be linked emotionally.
We say Bengalis, live under a mili-
tary dictatorship. General Zia-ur
Rahman has pushed national spend-
ing on the armed forces from 13
to 30 per cent in his short tepure
of choice. Our army has swelled.
And yet, uplike the Indians, we
cannot seal our border. We cap-
not even coptrol Burmese seeking
safety. What, then, is the point
of the Bapgladesh army? Sheikh
Mujib, leng ago and grandiloguently,
saw as the Switzerland of Asla.
Now we spend money on guns
rather than rica; but for all that
we are pitifully weak. We cag
use our soldiers only to keep our
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Bangladesh

own people in subservience. This.
indeed, has been a heavy shadow
over Dacca during “Genperzl Zia's
regime, He has offered Bapgladesh
some stability and some efficiency
—both wvirtuss direly needed. But
the emphasis on military strength,
the persecution of political oppo-
nents and the specific cold war
alignments that have come in train
have moved Bangladesh rather clo-
ser to a conventionsl third world
autocracy than seems -either pru-
dent or desirable.  Bangladesh's
main enemy is its epdlessly bur-
geoning nopulation—a  populatisn
that the World Bapk reckons may
reach 134 million by the end of
the century. Femin2 ond utter
disaster overlay such statistics, and
General Zla's -administration has
done little to lighten the appaling
prospect. His maip aim in recent
weeks has been to rs-zstablish
his place at the'top of the “igter-
national basket case’ league by
adding a gloss of democratic leti-
gimacy to his image. That the
presidential elections certainly did:
though their suspicious haste and
ever more suspicious outlay of
funds leave many qusstions un-
answered. :
—The Guardien, London.
12 Jupe 78.

BANGLADESH: CABINET OF
CONCESSIONS

Having acquired a patina of legi-
timacy from the peocple in tie
elections on Jupe 3, President
ziaur Rahman announced on June
29 2 new Cabinat of 29. It is heavily
weighted in fayour of bureaucrats
and techiocrats despite the backing
he had from a coalition of poli-
tical parties, the lagodal (Natiopal
Democratic  Front). Zia's bias
towards the bureaucracy seems to
stem from his repeated declara-
rion that 'the mali purpose of
politiecs in Bangladesh is the eco-
nomic emancipation of the people,
and “Hic-apparent conviction that
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the tachnocrats, not the politicians,
can lead the country to that goal
Zia has not joined the Jadogal,
though he has said it was created
on his inspiration. And the poli-
ticians have had to yield the senior
cositions in the Cabinet to retired
bureaucrats such as Quzai Apwarul
Hug, 3 senior member of the Indian
Police Service (before the parti-
tioning of the Subcontinent);
Shafiul Azam, the most senior
mamber of the Pakistap Civil Ser-
vice before the break-up in 1971;
Abdul Momen Khan, 2 senlor
mamber of the Bapgal Civil Service
and Azizul Hug, a former educa-
tionalist and bureaucrat. The
prepondearinee of bursaucrats would
alss suggest that the iaduction of
politicians into the Cabinet was
not much more tha ngiving them
the “pound of flesh” they had
ssked for helping Zia ward off the
challenge in the elections........

Zia has made some concessions
to latent rivalries withia the Fropt,
a collation of disparate pelitical
parties.  Although the Constitu-
tion demands that there should
be a prime minister, Zia has de-
cided to do without one. The
post was expected to go to Mashiur
Rzhmap, leader of the left-inclined
Mational Awami Party, the main
arckitect of the Front: Presumably
yielding to protests from the righ-
tist Muslim League, apother cons-
tituent of the muiti-party Front,
Zia namad Mashiur Rzhman senlor
Minister. Not oaly has Mashiur
Rahman been denied the post of
premier, but the Muslim Laague
is yery much a part of the Cabinet,
with 2s many men.bers in itasthera
are from Mashiur Rahman's NAP.
At the same time the United
People's Party, representing the
young Left, seems to have done
equally well. While this pclitical
“coat of many hues” served Zia
well in the election campaigs, it is
difficult to envisage how it will
wear now that Zia is operating a
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new Government. Cabinet mem-_
bers belongirg to the Jagodal :nay.
not always see eye to eye ‘with one
another on most vital issucs, One
such point-of disagreement among
them may be the question of natio-.
nalisation of industries. Enayetul-
lah Khan, tlinister for Industry,
are both members of the Jagodal
central convening committee, but
while Epayetullah Khap is a great
advocate of state  capitalism,
Ahmed's support for the private
sector is fairly well kpown........

—Daud Mailis in the Far Eastern
Econamic Raview. 21 July 1978.

BANGLADESH:
TRADE GAP

The projections under the new
import and export policies indicate
that the country’s forelgn trade
sector would continue to remain
under heavy pressure during the
current fiscal year. The value of
total imports will be almost three
times the value of exports in 1578-
79 zs in the preceding fiscal year.
And this will mean a staggering
deficit of Taka 17920 million with
total imports lincluding all cate--
gories of imports such as consump-
tion goods, raw materizls, spares,
foodgrains, capital goods, traps-
port items, defence equipment etc)
projected at Taka 26520 million
and total exports at Taka 9000
millian during the current fiscal
year. The related unfavourable
balances of trade, to be mentioned
here, amounted to Tzka (2145
million and Taka 7180 millien in
1977-78 and 1976-77 respectively.
Like in the previous years, the de-
ficit in the balance of trade is to
be met by substantially larger
volume of foreign aid (grants plus
loans), 2nd private transfer receipts
(imports under WVage Earpers
Scheme). In view of the projected
huge trade deficit for the current
fiscal year, a further draw-down
of the country's foreign exchange
reserves is also expected. Mean-
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while, debt servicing including pay-
ments of principal plus interest will
amount to Taka 1530 million in
1978-79. This means that about
17 per cent of the country’s export
earpings will be pneedad for meeting
her debt-servicing liabilities for the
current year. In addition, pay-
ments to the International Mons-
tary Fund (IMF) on account of
repurchase of Special Drawing
Rights (SDR) would involve a subs-
tantial amount of transactions ip
the IMF account. According to an
earlier projection, payments to IMF
will amount to Taka 850 million
as against balance of payments
assistancz from it to the tupe of
Taka 217 million in 1978-79, reflect-
ing a net deficit of Taka 579 mil-
ion on the related account.

The widening gap in the country's
balance of trade points out a dis-
tressing ecopomic situation. And,
this is-more so in view of the fact
that the gap has been widening
every year at ap accelerated pacs.
Notwithstanding ‘‘laudable growth"
in Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
the economy has simply not been
able to meet increasingly its current
liabilities in the foreign grade sec-
tor out of own resources apd
earnings. Cautious observars com-
menting on this aspect of depen-
dence of the national economy on
foreign capital inflow note that
the country is probably incurring
disproportionately large long-term
liabilities for short-term expedi-
ency and thereby the present rul-
ing elite is exploiting the produc-
tive potential of the future gepe-
ration.”” One particular cause of
copcern in this context relates to
the deteriorating terms of trade.
While the prices of imported com-
modities for the country have

gone up several times during the last

six years, those of her export com-
modities have failed to register
any significant rise........

—The New Nation, Dacca.
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BANGLADESH: DISINTEG-
RATION IM STAGES

The split in the parties and dis-
integration of the political forces
coupled with massive let down of
the peosle by the political leaders
has triggered off a new process
of political and economic chaos
and confusion in the country. The
total impact of it is not being felt
because of the pressnce of ;Martial
Law. The strange political pheno-
Menon that had gripped the pation
since the governpment went for
licensing of the political parties
has gained momentum of late.
Amidsc siogans of “national upity”
the political forces are fast disin-
tegrating and the parties splitting
into small groups and subgroups. .
The process of disintegration of po-
litical forces and =plit in the pa-
rties started right from the moment
the government decided to grant
licences to those who wanted to
have a political party. Overaight, 52
political parties were born. The
goverpment in its “infinite wisdom"
allowed about two dozen parties
to function. Most of these parties
were a ope-man show. Everybody
seemed anxious to pass himself
off as a party leader. The second
stage of the disintegration started
with the formation of the esta-
blishment—backed Jagodal. The
emergence of the new party was
hardly noticed by the people. This
unnerved the sponsors of the party
who later made all afforts to re-
cruit from various other parties.
In the hope of getting “‘loaves and
fishes' a good pumber of mem-
bers from various parties includ-
ing Muslim League, Bhashani NAP,
United People’s Party some Awami
Leaguers, hurriedly enlisted them-
selves as loyal members of the pnew
party. Even the leaders of the
parties bapned by the President

rushed to Join the bandwagon. .

The process of disintegration has
resulted in three Muslim Leagues

. instead of one, three Bashani NAP's
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in place of one. The Upited Peo-
ples Party is divided with splinter
group forming a  Revolutionary
Party.  The Islamic Democratic
League has split inte thre: groups.
Even a small party like Peoples
Party is divided into twe. The
former ruling party—Awami Lea-
gue—which had retained the facade
of unity till recently is faced with
the threat of a definite break in
next few days. Worst of all, the
initiators of the disintegration move
are the worst sufferers now. The
Jagodal which was formed with
consent and help from the Presi-
dent himself is busy in bitter and
at times pasty in-group fighting.
The party is divided on the questiop
of National Unity.. the eall given
by the President after his glection
in the polls..The couptry is undar
Martial Law even after three years
and a presidential poll. The con-.
troversial Fourth Amendment in
the Conpstitution remains with small
adjustments suited to the establish-
ment. The fact remains that in
the presence of Martial Law no
institutions can grow no system
can fupction. The will of an indi-
vidual or a group is above the
nation and the state. There is no
accountability. :

—The New Nation, Dacea.
30, July 78.
T
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A Charter Of Freedom
SPOTL!G!_-IT ON

The New
Constitution

The author of this article, Dr.
A. 1, Wilson, was for many ye-
ars on the staff of the Unpiver-
sity of Ceylon and occupied the
chair of Professor of Political
Science.

Professor Wilson in 1955 won
the Leverhulme Research Scholar-
ship at the London School of
Economics and in 1964 a Research
Fellowship in Politics at the Uni-
versity of Leicester.

- Two of Dr. Wilson's latest
books are “‘Politics of Ceylon"
and ““Electcral’ Politics in an
Emergent State' which 2nalysed
! the elections of May 1970. Dr.
| Wilson Is the son-in-law of the
late Mr. S. }. V. Chelvanayakam.

THE SECTICN ON FUNDA-
MENTAL RIGHTS in the Cons-
titution, when taken with the pro-
visions for an Ombudsman, the
independence of the Judiciary, and
the . restrictions on the exercise
of emergency powers, is by far the
most extensive charter of freedom
that Sri Lapka has had in all its
history.

The 1978 Constitution marks
a watershed in the history of cons-
titutional development. Whilst
we have retained and modernised
the parliamentary legacies inheri-
ted through the years, we have
discarded some of the outmoded

* features that were impositions more

suited to the needs of an expand-
ing stable imperialism such as Bri-
tain, a country which has at pre-
sent found some equilibrium as
a declining medium-sized power.
But even Britain has modified the
Westeminister model to suit the
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changing situation. There is an
inner cabinet, and what is more,
a still more confined inner circle
of advisers.

At the top of the pyramid is the
Prime Mipister, no longer primus
inter pares but a virtual President
in the American and Gaullist style.
Eden, Macmillan, Heath and Wil
son are the examples of the recent
past and general elections in Bri-
tain have tended to become presi-
dential contests between the lead-
ing contenders—the question at
issue being whether the voters
preferred to be governed by one
leader as azainst another.  The
British have even adopted the
refereqdum to determine the views
of the electors as for example on
the Common Market question.

We have in our pew copstitu-
tion eadeavoured to adopt a style
of government that suits a crisis-
laden society that is in danger of
going off balance. It incorporates
some of the functional aspects of
our own past as well as those of
the British, American and French
systems of government. But it is
unique in that it has been framed
to meet our own requirements and
cannot therefore be  described
as imbibing to a great extent the
major principles of any one of the
systems mentioned. |t is a presi-
dential-parliamentary type of poli-
tical experiment that will ensure
stability, popular involvement th-
rough elections and referenda, and
conformity with democratic prac-
tices made possible by 2 charter of
liberties and provisions for anp
independent judiciary.

Adequate provision for a stable
executive presidency is ensured in
three ways. The President is elec-
ted by an absclute majority of the
voters participating in hisfher elec-
tion. He is likely to emerge as 2
national figure drawing support
not from one segment of society
but from 2 broad spectrum of the
whole. He would strive towards
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copsensus politics because pro-
porticnal representation is likely
to result in no one party obtaining
an absolute majority of seats In
the legislature.

Secondly, the President will neces-
sarily enjoy a greater quantum of
authority and prestige and will
therafore be in a better position to
initiate and implement governmen-
tal policy. Under our discarded
system, prime ministers with one
or two exceptions tended to be
chairmen of cabinets involved in
a vain search for coherance and
coptinuity in policy and having
to contend against the Dopough-
more tradition of strong individua-
lism on the part of ministers. They
functioned more in the style of
their ninsteenth ceptury British
counterparts pnot realising that con-
ventions had brought about signi-
ficent changes in Britaip itselfl.

Thirdly, the President as ack-
nowledged leader will have a maxi-
mum of authority to handle the
problems of a society in disequili-
brium. The Copstitution, in effect,
inteads him to be a crisis leader.
Much-needed economic regenera-
tion, social change and the re-
conciliation of alienated groups into
the body politic can be effected
with speed and decision by an
acknowledged leader invested with
the maximum confidence available.

VIEWS HAVYE BEEN EXPRESSED
that () the present President
may work the new system .but
what of his successors! (2) there
can be deadlock and conflicts bet-
ween the President and the legis-
lature if the latter body has a maj-
ority hostile to the President and
(3) the system could give rise to
dictatorship. These arguments
need examination since they are
based on genuine though unfounded
fears. :

It is true that the present Presi-
dent has been in the mainstream of
dem~cratic politics for over forty
years and that his world-view is
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coloured by 'a desire to maintain
constitutional  goverament. The
underlying fear is that the succed-
ing incumbent might be spurred -
on with visions of Bonapartism,
Castroite designs etc. The argu-
ment is really tied up with that of
the potentialities for dictatorship.

‘We will come to this question
but sufice it to say at this point
that a half-century of alectoral
experience, an over-pluralised so-
cial structure and a militant trade
union movement are, apart from
the safeguards against abuse of
powsar, written into the Cosstitu-
tion of the Second Rapubliz, ade-
quate built-in chesks azainst suh-
version of the democratic prozessss.
Besides the hour can produce
the man. It used to be said that the
Fifth Rapublic was tailormade for
De Gaulle and would not oytlast
him. But Pompidou and B'Estaing
proved canabla in their own way
and the Fifth Resubliz has shown
ability to adapt itself to the stresses
and strains of the volatility of
French political life.

A hostile majority in the legis-
lature need not cause problems.
We had it in our constitutional
past (the Donoughmore period)
when ministers implemented poli-
cies that they did not approve of.
And the Swiss Council of Minis-
ters is the best example of 2 fixed
executive that at times does the
bidding of the Lagislature. In the
French Fourth Republic, ministers
had to accept amendments from
the legislative committess of the
Chamber of Deputies which man-
gled their original proposals. Ame-
rican Presidents have had to go
along with hostile majorities in
one or both houses of Congress.

There are two alterpatives that
will become available to our Presi-
dent under the Second Republic.
He can either carry out the wishes
of the legislative majority as de-
fined by the cabinet of ministers.
Or he can revert to the role of a-
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coastitutional head of:statz. Com-
mentators on the Fifth Republic
have indicated that this course is
available to Franch presideats facad
with a hestile maiority, The Cons-
titution Is tharafore worlable
axd need not cause paralysis in
tha nperva-cepntres of government.
THE - CONITITUTION of the
Scond Rapublic is the least prope
to dictatorship of all systems.. For
o018 thing there are entrenched
provisions which stipulate extrema-
Iy difizult conditions for the ex-
teasion of the life of Pajatment
and the term of the Presideat.
In either instasce a twoa-thirds
maiority is pot in iself adeguate.
The anpraoval of the people must, in
addition, be sought in a referepdum

A

Tha Amarican and Franch svse
tams ars less dsmocratic. The
Prasidant of - the Upitad States

exioys exlepsive weto powsers ovar
Conzréss. The Fraach President
ca, in cariaip givea circumstapces
in terms of Article 16 of the Cons-
titution. rule by decree without
the copsent of tha lezislature.
Even in Britain, C. F. Strong has
remarked that the cahinet “is
much morz the rule of o3 man
than that of a committee” (Mod-
ern Political Constitutions, 1975
edition, P. 216). So have other
writers lite R. M. Pupnett, S. E.
Einner and J. P. Mackintosh. fri-
can prasidential systems bear po
rassmblancas  whatsoever. . Their
presidants rule in the context of
one-party states. Their cabijets
are mare bodizs of advisers. Their
legislaturss only possess rasidual
authority. Our Parliament has the
Prime Minister and Cabinet sitting
in it and the lsgislative consulta-
tive committees ensure a corres-
pond=nce between government and
executive.

The insquitable system of weigh-
tage to backward and sparsely-
populated areas has been dropped.
Nor caa there any loqger be per-
verse landslide mojorities which.
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- The 1978 Constitution

have little relation to the actual
number of votes polled under
the outmoded Anglo-Saxon first-
past-the-post single-member cons-
tituency system. Proportional re-
presentation will epsure in the
legislature a fairly accurate mirror
of opinion in the country. The
business of forming a stable gov-
ernment will devolve on the Presi-
dent as well as on political brokars
and amalgamators. There will be a
move in the direction of consensus
politics and national governments
rather thap the bitterness of party
strife that has characterised gov-
ernment since independence.

Long years ago, even in Britain
a liberal historian of repute .Ramsay
Muir, in 2 book, How Britain is
Governed, which he published in
the nineteen thirties, advocated
proportionz] representation a5 a
way of ending the mopopoly of
politics by the two major parties
and as a step in the direction of
ending dictatorship by the cabinst.
Proportional Represeptation how-
ever, has its defects which we
deal with below.

Articles 10 and 1l of the Cong
titution relating to freadom ef
thought; conscience 2nd religion
and freedom from torture are
entrenched, while the other fras-
doms are subject to the usual re-
quirements of natiopal economy,
national security, national’ harmony
and public morality. The stats
does pot, however, have a blanket
right to curtail these freedoms on
the grounds stated. The state's
decision will be sublect to inter-
pretation and adjudication by the
Supreme Court,

MORE SIGNIFICANT than all
this is the provision contained
in Article 17. Under it a citizep
is entitled to seek the protection
of the Supreme Court when there
is an imminent threat to his rights
by executive or administrative ace
tion. It might be recalled that'
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The 1978 Constitution

Section 29 of the [947-72 Copsti-
tution safeguarded the citizen only
against legislative  discrimination.
While the Constitution of the First
Republic (1972-77) left out the
ordinary courts and permitted only
limited jurisdiction to a specially
copstituted Copstitutional Court.

Certain sections in the Cons-
titution are more eptrenched than
others, requiring, in addition to
the usual two thirds majority of
the total membershin approval by
‘the people iy a referendum. The
Constitution, in a sense, becomes
more rigid then rprevious ones
because proportioral representa-
tion would make it difficult for any

“ope party to obtain a two-thirds
majority.  However, parties can
combine for the purpose of effect-
ing amendment. The  attempt
of the SLFP to nsgotlate with the
TULF at the tall-end of the last
Parlizment is a peinter. And it
should net be forgotten that even
without proportional representa-
tion, change was difficult during
the period of the [947-72 consti-
tution.

Only once before the major
overhaul of 1972, did a'government
secure a two-thirds majority (at
the general election of 1952) but
it did not on that cccasiop attemnt
to bring about signiflcant alter-
ations. The new system, tharefore,
in effect, seeks to achieve consensus
or maximum agreemept in this
vital area of government as well.
Constitutional chapge can no logp-
ger be affected on a ucilateral
basis.

The fact that the President's
term is fixed, while that of the
Cabinet and the Legislature is
likely to be different, need not
detain us. If the legislative majo-
rity is hostile to the President,
the odds are that we will return
to. Prime-. Ministerial government.
The President may dissolve the
Legislature - onca but mo Constis

2

tution can stand a diet of dissolu-
tions.

The President is made respon-
sible to the legislaturs, but the
Conpstitution is silent as to how
that responsibility can bz epforced.
The Prime Minister will presumably
answer for the President. Besides
Parliament can, if it so desires,
amend the statement of govern-
ment policy or the apnul appre-
priation Bill in order to bring the
President in line.

Ultimately, the Constitution, by
implication, makes it indispepsable
for the President, the Cabinet and
the legislative maljority to work
in harmony and co-operation. The
possible fragmentation of parties
under proportional representation
will make the President’s task
somewhat easier, The ratiopnale of
course is to strive towards cop-
sensus politics.

PROPORTIOMAL REPRESENTA-
TION brings about the fragmenta-
tion and splintering of parties.
But it m as well be potaed that
despite the euistenze of two rival
major cozlitiors which call them-
selves political parties (the UNP
and SLFP) they are themselves
faderationsof aroun interests. These
interests are sometimes in conflict
with each other and can be parties
in their own right.

The new system also does away
with by-clections which can, at
times. help governments to gauge
the statz of publiz opinien while
enabiling the Opposition to record
its protest. This can be an advan-
tage which proportional represen-
tation destroys. - But do by-elec-
tions truly reflect the mood and
temper of the clectors? Mulkirigala
and the SLFP's wvictory thera in
1976 disproves such a view. Mor is
it advantageous - for the .whole
machinery - of goverpment to be
mobilised to fignt - a byelection
when its energies and resources are
needed for more urgent purposes.
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Proportional representation will,
however, promote the dictatorship,
of the party machine. The candi-
date becomes dependent on the
party to have his name entered
in the list. When this is coupled
with the anti-defection clauses
(Article 99, sub-sections 13 (a) and
(b) under which a party has the
right to expel and replace Mem-
bers of Parliament, the dictator-
ship of party becomes truly dan-
gerous. The size of the electoral
district which will be the same
in most cases as that of an adminis-
trative district will help to some
extent to counteract the  rigid
control of parties. Members will
develop and cultivate their own
Jocal bases within the electoral
district. This will provide them
with a certain amount of leverage
when lists of candidates are being
formulated by political parties.

It is doubtful a2s to whether
the referendum can be a useful
device. The Constitution, however,
stipulates that only questions of
national importance and certaip
fundamental matters of constitu-
tional significance should be re-
ferred to the electors. There
are some disadvantages here. An
excessive politcization of an already
over-politicized electorate can be
one outcome. Secondly powerful
vested interests can mobilize sec-
tions of voters and persuade them
to vote while the general mass
may be apathetic. Lastly legislature
and Executive might shelve their
responsibilities by transferring the
burden of decision-making to the
electors. ; :

Finally, the Copstitution makes
the Supreme Court almost a third
chamber of government. The
Court is yested with a certain
preeminence. It -enioys fairly ex-
tespsive powers of ludicial review,
the right to render advisory opi-
nions, and in defined cases to in-
tervene in the operation .of the
Constitution, ludicial review of ex
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ecutive, legislative "and adminis-
‘trative acts is no doubt a safegurad
-of individual liberties. But the Court
can also hold up the work of gov-
‘ernment. The working of the
 Constitution in the next few years
will indicate whether the Court
will be helpful or obstructionist.

‘Sunday Obzerver, 10/9/78
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IN THE TUB
by Diogenes

The Rule Of law

In the period 1955 to 1960 this
column had appeared in the
Tribune  ragularly, practically
every week. Between 1960 & 1970
it had appeared more occasio-
nally. After 170, the had column
gone into hibernation. I¢ is being
revived again beczuse Diogencs
is once again with us, and we are
certain that our readers—old
and new—wil| enjoy the reflec-
tions of a modern philosopher.

DIOGNESS, after a brief sojourn
in the Council of Elders, has comsa
back to where he belongs after
he came to grief at the hanas of tha
powerful ones in the State. He
was in deep contemclation re-
viewing with great detachment apnd
compassion the ways of men and
the nature of things. Being a great
lover of the City and its Men, he
hoped that his expulsion will bring
bepefits not only to himself but
to the citizens and the powerful
ones as well. He refused to say
he was wronged but he had beep
heard to say to his many friends
“‘whom am | to deny these mighty
_ little ones, in Samsara, whom am
| to deny them their little sport
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in which they indulged to cause
me what they thought was pain?"

Diogenes recalled the words of
Great Teacher “‘the man who con-
quers himself is greater than a
conqueror of a thousand men'.
The Master relaxad ip his Tub more
than ever copscious of his great-
ness and his intellectual super-
iority over the powerful ones. The
Master was prone to this human
frailty. He was intellectually arro-
gant and when his friends rebuked
him for it, the Master with good
humour would reply ““l am really
not arrogant. It is the strength
of my Inner Self. It sees everything
and it cannot suffer fools. In the
words of the poet ‘| count Religion
but a childizh toy and there is no
sin but Ignorance.” It was when he
was in one of his deep contempla-
tive moods that his Friend entered
the room and began questioning the
phiiosopher.

“Master, have you anything to
say of thz Rule of Lawl”

“l am unable to answer your
question, my friend, till you tell
me who are the rulers and what
are the Jaws. | am only concerned

with the everlasting rule, the
indestructible rule which is the
Rule over one's own self. Therz

was, there is, and there will be
no man so powerful in this world
orf inp all the worlds to destroy
that Rule over one's owp Self.”

“l asked you not about that
Rule but about the Rule of Law."

“l told you that any rule that is
transient perisheth and | am
concerned only with that Rule
that perisheth not and its years
have no end. The Perennial Rule
is the one over one's Self and the
Perennial Law is the Karmic Law.
There are no judges to interpret
this Law there are no Courts or
Pleaders to plead on one side or
the other. There are no armed
forces to enforce this law. It is
upobtrusive and works itself out
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without any pomp or pageantry.
It works in silent splendour. It is
within human comprehension and
yet beyond it. Pain apnd pleasure,
praise and censure, life and death
are all unreal. The Reality is the
Intelligence, the awareness of things
and the Rule of one's’ own Self
which carries us through the ocean
of life and death to Supreme Happi-
ness..This is the only Rule of th2
only Law | can see from this Tub.”

So saying the Master turped to

a side and relapsed again into deep
contemplation.

L] o o o
L]
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Chapter Sixteen
Police Inquiries

By James Goonewardene

That night Deva lay reading in
bed. The day's events, however,
continued to worry him, es-
pecially the staf meeting that
had to end so abruptly and in so
disturbing a fashion. It contipued
to surface and give him-the odd
fesling that this was only a prelude
to more dramatic and terrifying
events. He could forsee it ending
in disaster; it could not end any
other way.

After a time he gave up the
struggle, rested the book on his
belly—the petromax lamp conti-
nuing to burn on the table by his
bed—and let his thoughts take
their course, It was easier to do
that than struggle against them.
It was close on nine o'clock but
there was still activity he could
hear in the rest of the house—the
land-lady, her husband and their
woman servant, an old woman
from a distant village, were pre-
paring to go to bed. Otherwise
it was perfectly still everywhers;

2

.



A Novei About 1971

the road, outside, lay buried in
darkness and the stillness disturbed
only by a single passing car, and
by the rumbling of a bullock cart
advancing slowly from a distance.
The sea continued to pound the
beach.

Suddenly, then, he heard the

sound of a car stopping outside
the house—not a frequent occurance
at anytime, but in the night a most
upusual thing—a moment later he
heard the front gate being unlatched,
and thep came the kpnock on his
door.
“Open the door', heheard Ariya's
voice call urgently. = “lt's me’—
Deva went to the door and opened
it and Ariya pushed his way in,
his face distraught, and going to
the chair he flopped into it. “lts
old Piyaratpe—we've got to take
him to hospital™.

Deva didn't do a thing for a
moment. He stood there looking
flummoxed.

*“What's happened?”

“He's seriously ill.”

Deya continued to stand and
stare at Ariya.

“Get dressed—I'll tell you ail
about it,"" said Ariya.

“All right—go ahead and tell me
while | change."

“It Will delay us.” .

“It wont—you can tell me whilz
I dress.”

“He's drunk himself into a coma;
been upnconscious since evening.
His wife managed, at last, to get a
.message across to me. He had
started to drink soon after he re-
turped from school, and stuck to
the bottle until he dropped un-
conscious.”

“lts that staff meeting,'" said
Deva. “Oh my god.."” Deva held
his head in his hands.

“What staff meeting?™

“Let’s get him to hospital.”

Deva was soon ready, and lock-
ing the door they went out. The

z

two men sat in the back seat of
the beat-up old chevorlet coupe,
which Ariya had hired at the bazaar,
and started out on the dark, de-
serted road.

“What happened at the staff
meeting?”’

Deva briefly explained what hap-
pened, and ending his story he
said:

*“l thought at the time, by the
way he fought back—at the way
he rallied himself, that the old
man had still got some life in him;
and there was this thing, at the
end of the meeting, when he just
got up and strode off, with such
contempt and dignity—l thought
he would come back the next
day and continue the fight agaipst
this bunch of hoodlums. He did
seem to have that much fight in
him—obviously he was feeling more
beaten than his face or his manner
revealed."”

“Its the way with him—never
to show defeat; takes challenges
whatever the odds, but even to
that, perhaps, there is a limit.
When the world’s tumbling

‘round your ears you would be

foolish to try to prop it up alope."”

“In a way | feel respopsible for
all this. It was | who suggested
that we should hold this exhibi-
tion of Gunapala's painting; but
afterwards, its true, | did every-
thing possible to talk him out of
it—when | realised what we were
up against, but he wouldn't hear of
it..' “‘Its again that stubborn streak
in him. Once he is onto some-
thing he goes to the end with it.”

They reached Piyaratne's house
a few momeants later and found it
shrouded in darkness but for a
single electric lamp burning in the
sitting room that could be seep
through the open doorway. They
were met by the.old man’s plump
and over-wrought wife.

“How’s he now?" asked Ariya,

““The same. He has not moved."
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“We'll get him to the hospital
straight away. | tried to get through
to the local doctor—he was gone.
Apparently each evening he goes
back home, some distance away
from here. So this is the pext
best thing—the hospital’,

“A neighbour tried to get him
earlier, with the same result”,
said the wife.

Five minutes later they were on
their way to the hospital in the
next town, twelve miles away,
the civil hospital, and nearly twenty
minutes later they reached it.

Night in a busy civil hospital

presented so great a contrast to
what it was in the day time—gone
were the crowds, the poise, the
bustle and the smell of medicine
and the rush around of purses
and attepndants. Now it had the
air of a morgue. It was a while be-
fore they were able to find an at-
tendant who, after some coaxing,
was persuaded to fetch a stretcher,
and into this they transferred the
inert body of the Principal. It took
them a little while longer before
they were able to find the admit-
ting house surgeon.
When told the patient was the
Principal of the school in the neigh-
bouring town he took a sudden
new interest.

“Not he, surely,” said the doc-
tor, “How did it happen—you
are both from the staff of the
school?"

“Only | am,” replied Deva.
“Ariya is a friend of Piyaratne.”
The doctor bent over the uincons-
cious old man and started his exa-
mination. He checked his heart,
his pulse, his pressure, and looked
under the eye-lids, and then he
straightened up. ‘‘He’s breathing
normally—that’s a relief. He's
taken quite a bit of drink to get
into that condition—what drove
him to it?"*

“It's a long story, doctor,™ said
Deva.
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““Fli“have to get the story. We'll
get him into the ward at ogpce”
" A moment later the stretcher
‘was wheeled down the corridor
with the "doctor following in its
wake. " Deva and Ariya sat on ene
of the bepches in the dimly lit
waltipg. room and waited until
they- had pews of his condition.
Deva looked at his watch. ‘it was
getting onto ten thirty; all activity
had ceased in the hospital. There
was not a sign of a nurse or an
attendant. A cat came round a
pillar, :soft-padding along and lock-
ing about it with a rather quist,
philosophical air like a tired sur-
geon going off duty. They both
sat there and watched it go. Deva
lit his third cigar.

“Wonder whether there is some”
where we can get a coffee!’’ said
Ariya.

“Should be ap all-pight place
somewhere—a boutique or an eat-
lng house.”

. YLet’s go and have a look.”

-They strolled out intc the malin
road—walked a short - distance. It
was dark—not a-map or a dog to
be seen. A single street famp bur-
ned on the street, but there was
no sign of an allpight eating
placa. There were a couple of
shuttered boutiques, ordinary gro-
cery stores, but no eating place.
There would be one at the juriction,
2 mile away; they were in no mood
to walk that far. It was pearly éla-
ven thirty when they returped
fromr the fruitless trip. They re-
turned - to their bepch apd Ariya
lit - himself a cigarette and Deva
a .cigar. - Ariya -stretched out his
legs and closed his eyes for a catnap.
Deva continued to sit up and think.
. It was close on twelve when the
young. doctor came round -again.
'He’s coming round.,'. he said.
“It was a bit of a strugzle, but wa
have mapaged to. do something. for
him, but we can't send him home:
Its_best you go back now and re-
turn'in the morning.”
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“Will he be all-right by merning!

“He should be—he'll have to
go slow for a while—a weak's ab-
solute rest is cartainly indicated,
and, of course, he'll have to keep
off drink for ‘a time—he's had a
clese shave."”

“Whether he'll take the rest he

needs s -another matter,” said
Ariya.

“Ha'il have to rest, | am afraid.
His constitution can't take top

many shocks, WWhat's made him
take to drink! Ope of the nurses
who comes from the area tells ‘me
things are bad at the school; is this
truel.’

“Quite grim.'' said Deva.

“I'11 tell you what—he's all right for
the moment—he's asleep; why don't
you come with me to the quarters
and have a cup of tea—wa can talk
better there.”

“Yes, it should beall right by me.
How about you Ariyal”
Ariya nodded.
They arcse and went down the
corridor and through the sroupnds
to the docter's quarters.

- Aftea his adventure Piyaratns
decided to go off liquor! For a
week or two he was not seepn out-
side his house, apart from his
daily trip to the school! He was
not seen at the resthouse during
this time! At the end of the two
weeks an cold habit, sometimes,
dragged him along there but he
would make his visit briefl He
would talk to Ariya for awhile and
then drag himself back, his stride
less assured, his head drooping and
his shoulders hunched! :

“In the weeks that followed an
unaccountable, yet ominous quiet
dascended on the town and its
suburbs!  The school appeared to
have fallen into a desultory routine
within which both staff and stu-
dents went about their tasks ‘with
a noticeable' lack of interest, but
underneéath ‘it all- there was pre-
sent an indefinable tension! . Every-
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one felt its presence and -knew it
was there building -upte some-
thing!

Then one day the lns;:ector in
charge of the local police station
called on Piyaratna! The old man
was resting after schooll Whan
the Inspetor was appounced . by
the middle-aged cook who had gone
to the door, Piyaratpe sat in his
chair looking quite puzzled! There
was nothing he kpnew of that could
warrant the visit of a police Ins-
pector! What could a police I5-
pector want with him!

“I've come to make some in-
quiries.’ said the Ipspector, a well
set man with slightly greying hair,
in response to Piyaratpe's stare!

“Yes, sit down please."" said
Piyaratne taking a chair  himself!
“Yes, Inspector, what is it you
want to know?"

. "“You have a teacher by the
name of Hemapala?"' :
The Ipspector spoke English—-his
accent rather broad and heavy
he® spoke” the language correctly.
if a little hesitantly! =~ =

“Yes, | have 2 teacher by that
name!"

”Piyarame showed 2 momentary
interest! He wanted to add some
comments to his statement  but
restrained himelf; he screwed his
eyes reflectively for a moment,
and then suddenly he leaned back .
in his chair, clasped his hapds and
waited!

“There a2re two other pames—
| am just cheeking; Peiris—Vimal
Peiris- and . K. Munidasa—they are
also mebers of your staff?’, -

Piyaratne looked up at thelns-
pector and hesitated; the Inspector
seated on the ‘edge of -his chair,
kept his eyes fixed on his note-
book which he had been: consult-
ing from. time to. time,

*"“Yes, they are. mumbers of my
staffl .. 2 e —

5
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The Inspector paused a moment
and then sitting back in hig chair
he glanced at Piyaratne. He had a
rough, down-to-earth mapner, but
he was doing his best, one could
see, not to upset the old man;
then suddenly he asked h1m the
next question
_"You
peoplel”

“lIt depends on what you mean
by trouble, Inspector. The three
of them have been friends znd are
members of a union—a teacher's
union; and usually the mapnagement
doss have difficulties from union
members,"”’

“Yes, that's right—my reports
say they . have been creating diffi-
culties for you—obstructing you,
satting up the studepts—and re-
cently they have been away a
lot from school........ =

have trouble from these

“l have had occasion to pull up
one or the other of them at some
time cr other,”

“Their attendance—what about
their attendance—they have been
away from school a lot.”

“I am sorry, Inspector. .these are
matters purely of discipline; |
cannot sSse how it cap interest
the police! There is no crime they
have committed—not, at least,
upder the [awl!"

“l am coming to it, Mr. Piyaratne.
| should have explained—all this
has copnection with what we are
iavestigating. | doa't think | am
in a position to divulge anything
at the moment; | am oply permit-
ted to say that all this is connected
with an outside matter. | don't
want to seem secretiye, but my
orders—you see..could | just
ask you these quastiopns?”

*Yes .go on, Inspector; all this
seems to me like an attempt to
shut the gate after the horse hasg
bolted, All this has gone on for
sqmetime—these” men are extre-
mists—they believe in violence as

25

a way to achieving power for a

minerity; they are fapatical and
they are blind to reason.”

“We are trying to do what we
can Sir. | agree somethng should
have been done earlier—but we'se
got to act on orders—can't do as
we olesse.”

- “l understand that, lsnspector,
but | don’t see how you can helo
me in the school; | have enough

trouble as it is—but | prefer pot to’

discuss school ma.tera—: have or-
ders tco you see.

The Inspector waited a momest
before he asked the pext question;
ke sgeemed determined to com-
pletz his inquiry without l:tting
up. He suddenly said; “You had
trotble at your staff meeting—the
recent staff meeting?"”

Piyaratne glanced Sharply at the
Inspector. “How did you know
about that?”

“We have our sources of infor-
mation—if you could just tell me
what happened.”

dn this manner the Inspector
continued to prod the old man
for apswers and slowly Piyaratne
begen to show impatience, WWhen
asked if he had any views about
all this he suddenly flared up.

“Do not press me for such ans-
wers,” he cried. 'l can describe
something to you as it happered,
but | capnot also give opinions.
After what has taken place | don't
think anymore. ! am an old man.
| know my time's run out, All I
wish now is to pass out of the
scene quietly, go into retirement
shortly and live the rest of my
life in peace.”

“But what's happening is serious.
We need help: Educated people
must help us to upnderstand what
Is behind all this. It is becorning a
big movement.”

“This | have known. Its serious,

more serious than even you think,

but we are trying to deal with
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one little segment of a problem.
What's serious  is this attempt
of theirs to bring the mental and
intellectual life of the country to
manageable levels and quantities—
I hope you can understand what
| am saying. This has been one of
the most frightening things about
all this—these ideas they have
borrowed from these modern dic-
tatorships. | am an eold man and
sometimes | feel glad that | am old.
I shall not live, | think, to see such
things attempted in this country
as part of a political theory, but
lots of things have happened round
the country that make mé feel this
is not mere fanciful thinking.”

“Don't you want to prevent
such things taking place here?”

“l do, Inspector, | do want to
help.  Everyone knows what |
have done to help prevent this
sort of tning; then comes the time
one must learn to distinguish fact
from illusion. ! have, at last, learned
the wisdom to try to withdraw and
live in peace.” .

“This may be apother name for
weakness,"" said the Inspector. “This
wisdom may be your reason for
running away."”

“Inspector, | don't want to dis-
illusion you, but it may have oc-
cured to you that you may just
be a pawn in this game. You are’
being moved 2round for the con-
venience of certain people, and
you may think that is bravery and
courage to be waiting until you
receive orders in order to act.
Your delay in acting may be the
chance these people have been
waiting for, and if they come into
powet you might be the instrument
by which they will inflict these
terrible ideas on the people.”

The Inspector gave a nod of
agreement, and there was, suddenly,
this desperate look in his eyes.
It bscome clear to Piyaratne that
the Inspector had no illusien about '
his own predicament. He, after
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all, was a man “himself and had
children of his own. Piyaratne
rose and held his hand out which
the Inspector took.

“1 hope what | told you has made
things clearer to you,” said Piya-
ratne.

“You have been of a great help-

Sir,” said the Inspector.
Copyrigat Reserved
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Suicide Oreseees?

by R. C. Thavarajah

I was Officer-in-Charge of Bibile
Police Station. Over thirty years
ago, some rural Police Stations did
not have the modern facilitias
and amenities such as Government
leeps, Electricity, telephone or
Radio commupication. Drinking
water was a precious commaodity.
A monthly sum of Rs. 55/ was paid
to the contractor for the supply
of drinking water, The only mede
of transport was my motor cycle
C.E. 7951, good old faithful “ARIEL"
Red hunter which had certainly

seen better days. It had quirks

common to old age and, quite of-

ten, the contraption was tempera-

mental. It needed much coaxing
and persuasion both mechanical
and manual to get it started. The
men whe worked with me shared
a joke among themselves that PT
(Physical Trafning) was superfluous
in the mornings as they derived
sufficient exerciser pushing the re-
luctant machine sometimes even to
the nearest pet-ol filling station
which was quite some distance
away.

On being informed of the death,
I rushed to the scene of the Inci-
dent. Preliminary inquiries revea-
led “‘ex-facie” that the young man
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had entered the Dispensary after
dinper and decided to end it all.
He did not use the gun. The ser-
vant related the facts and impres-
sed me as being truthful in his
narrative. In the morning, finding
the master unusually late in getting

out of the room, he had called

out to him. Op receiving no reply
and finding the room locked from
inside, he forced the door open
and found thae life’s little day had
ebbed out.

I was a fledgeling of a Recruit
Sub-lnspector Hhopelessly inexne-
rienced in investigation having done
a stint of only a few menthe of
field work after being passed out
of the Police Trainlng School which
was then at Bambalapitiya. The
words of our Chief Lacturer, the
late MR, LAMBRERT N. WUE-
SEKERA who later functionsd most
admirably as Superintendent of
Police, Badulla came flzshing vividly
to my mind. He always used to
re-iterate that, in investigating
cases of suicide, we should treat
them as susnected cases of hemi-
cide, eliminate by thorough inves-
tigarion the possibility of murder
and look for motive. The grest
mentor ‘par excellence’ did not
believe in the vacuouslv sunerficial
trivialities of MERE THEORY. He
was a practical Policeman who
indubitably graduated with honours
in the Scheel of EXPERIENCE
which aceording to BYRON s
that “eaill touchstone whese sad
proof reduces all things from their
false hue”. He believed in the full
growth of a student’s personpality
by helping him to build confidence,
self-reliance and initiztive, He
paid attention to every single stu-
dent inspiring and ercouraging him
to achieve distiretion in his studies
with the ultimate aim of enabling
the young Police recruit to make
his contribution to the State—a

unique dynamism which he infused

inte us alll When Fe uged to speak
to ug of the Law of God and the
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Law of Man, we did not, at that
stage, aprreclate that ke was try-
ing to activate a positive interest
in the study of Law by instilling
into our minds the rudiments of
Jurisprudence which has so great
arelevance in the training of Police
Recruits today. A Law epforce-
ment officer should not only fami-
liarise himself with statutes, Acts,
Enactments and Ordinances but
should also upderstand something
of the relations of Man to Society
and to his fellow men in so far zs
those relations are regulated by
Law.

He used to arrange with most
meticulous attention to the mi-
nutest detail SIMULATED SITUA-
TIONS in serious Crime such as
Murder, Gang Robbery, Burglary
and even fatal motor accidents.
The trainees had to first learn the
correct method of interrogating
the complainant, the witnesses,
suspect, most carefully examine
the scene for clues, make precise
and accurate observations and re-
cord in detail everything of evi-
dential value. Having personally
checked our efforts, he used to

correct us whepever we: made
mistakes or omissions.
Investigations were completed

with whatever ability | could mus-
ter. The couple depied association
or friendship with the deceased.
The “Lady’ in particular was most
emphatic on that pcint. There
were no shortages of Goverpment
property. There was pno motlve
for anyone in the village to put
an end to the young man's life.
The Inquest proceedings, however,
took an unusual and curious turp.
The deceased’s brother who clai-
med to be a Medical expert wha
graduated from the Medical College
appealed to me pot to insist on a
post-mortem examination on the
bedy of the deceased! He assured
me that he was satisfied that his
brother had committed suicide and
pleaded that the holdiug of a post-
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mortem examination would result
in delay and inconvenience. The
_morticians had to embalm the
remains which had to be taken to
their hometown for the funeral
rites. Foolishly, in 2 moment of
misguided sympathy, | considered
this a reasonable request as it was
rather late in the evening and they
had to travel a long distance. | had
the sense, however, to inform him
that the decision was left entirely
' to the Inguirer inte Sudden Deaths
to whom he made the same re-
quest. The latter recorded ‘inter
alia” the brother’s evidence of his
observations and opinion as to the
cause of death. In his report te
the Magistrate, Badulla, the inqui-
rer gave his verdict as SUICIDE,
The toxicologist of the Govern-
ment Analyst’s Department repor-
ted that the poison used was a
lethal corrosive sublimate, Abott
a month later, much to my sur-
prise and dismay, a petition was
addressed to the Inspector-General
of Police alleging that | had been
negligent in my investigation, that
foul play was suspected and a post-
mortem examination was NOT held
to ascertain the cause of death.
How much | blamed myself for pot
insisting on an autopsy by the
DMO of the area! The Superin-
tendent of Police In charge of Uva
Province perused my notes of in-
vestigation with hawk-eyed assi-
duity,  Facts pointed inexorably
to suicide. No foul play was sus-
pected or established. The main
factor that polnted to suicide was
that the finger-prints found on the
glass tumbler were ONLY those
ef the deceased. In retrospection
and in the light of subsejuent
experiences, | realised that the
value of this system of identification
can mever be over-emphasised.
There is a tremendous contribu-
tion in this field by Scientific Re-
search Institutes of advanced Coun-
tries. The Atomic Energy Research
Establishment at Harwell is en-
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gaged I carrying out research for
the Police Scieptific Development
ranch on the use of radic active
substances for developing LATENT
finger prints on paper and clothing
materials. It has been found that
radio active Sulphur dioxide can
bring out latent finger prints on
surfaces such as currepcy notes
and fabrics.

That was the end of the sad
episode. Moral of the Storyl—
who cares about morals or ideo-
logical imperatives these days? Phi-
losophers of old and Great thin-
kers might have extolled this virtue
with justification and sanctificas
tion. Today, in the insane FURY
of rackless speed for Power, the
delerfous paroxysm of the megalo-
maniacal rat race and the savagely
eruzl cut throat competition for
supremacy, morality may soon be-
coma a fudicrously outmoded ana-
chronism.

For my part—I| learnt my lesson.
In the exercise of ope's duties,
there is no place for the worthless
“mush'" of sentimentality. Rules
and regulations have to be strictly
observed without fear or favour—
irrespective of any  extrapeous
considerations. The deceased —a
promising young man who might
have made his contribution to our
Country by healing the sick in
rural areas, paid a very high price
for his folly with his own precious
life. As for DELILAH, the callous
“QUEEN" of sirens, who for rea-
sons best kpown to her, did not
even care to pay her last respects
to the departed, | capnot resist
the piquant propnoupcement of
Henry Wordsworth Longfellow so
vibrantly appropriate when he
wrote:= “The ADORATION of his

heart had been to her ONLY ag

the perfume a2 WILD flower which
SHE HAD CARELESSLY CRUS-
HED WITH HER FEET IN
PASSING,"

Concluded,

o o o L]
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American Film
Festival

The International Communicas
tion Agency of the Embassy of the
Upited States of America held a
special flim festival from August
24 to September 5 to celebrate
the 50th Anamiversary of the Aca-
demy Awards, featuring tep of
the films that have won an Academy
Award since the awards were pre-
sented in 1928,

The choice of films was good
and ope could see the progress
and davelopment of the film indus-
try through the years. Besides it
was a good opportunity for a whole
geperation of film goers to see
these films (or ones like them)
for the first time.

‘WINGS' (1927) the only silent
Filin, was a touching and sensitively
dope film, and the seript was es-
pecially good. Ope realizes the
greater burden placed opn the actor
in a silent film because he has to
express everything without the help
of words, It is the story of two
World War | Army Air Corgs
pliots who love the same girl.
Rivalry in turp gives way to friend-
ship but the film has a very sad
and touching ending. There was a
remarkable disvlay of stunt flying.

IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT'
was a delightful movie full of wit
and interesting episodes with Clark
Gable in the lead role. The film
keeps one enthralled right to the
end when with much fanfare the
‘Wall of Jericho'—the blanket which
se_erated the out-of-work news-
paperman and the runaway heiress
played by Vivien Leighfalls. Bing
Crosby, looking young and de-
bonair in the film ‘GOING MY
WAY' (1944) palys the role of
priest In a poor community re.

TRIEUNE, September 30, 1975



markably well. Barry Fitzgerald
does a good supporting role. There
is subtlefhumor as well as witty
dialogue In this moyie, yet It iy
full of warmth, and understanding
of human problems specially by
Bing Crosby when he traiss the
kids in the neighbourhcod to sing
in the cheir or when he writes
a song to help raise funds for the
chruch. He sings his famous sopg
*Going My Way' In this film which
ends on .a septimeptal pote with
the old priest being re-upited with
his pinety year old mother due to
the efforts of the young priest.
(Bing Crosby)

‘GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT
(1947) based on Laura Z. Hobson's
novel of the same pname brings out
clearly many features of apti-semi-
tism. Trying to find a new angle
for an article on the subject, Gre-
gory Peck hits upon the idea of
posing as a Jew to obsarve first
hand the various problems that
beset the lewish community. The
movie depicts not oply the out-
ward manlifestations  but also the
inbuilt prejudices of many who
claim not to have aay. This very
thing brings him into conflict with
his girl but everything ends on a
happy note,

- What struck one after seeing
-thase films was the underlying
sentimentality and the ‘“‘true love
coriquers all” theme which cer-
tainly belongs to another era and
which is rare in recent films.
‘STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE
(1951) is the movie  version of
Tennesse Williams' play. [t was a
brilliant portrayal by Vivien Leigh
of Blac du Bois who tries valiantly
but. hopelessly to cling to her gen-
tility against the badgering of her
‘uncultured” brother in law. Her
performance was truly commend-
able for it brought cur so well
the various conflicts -experienced
by a woman who Is lopely, realizes
she is ageing and can do nothing

ey - ; T L
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about it and which leads u'ItJmaltely
to insanity. ‘HIGH NOON' is a
movie about a small tewn mar-
shall, Gary Cooper, who finds that
he Is left high and dry by the towns-
folk when he has to face a man
who has vowed to take I"evenge
by killing him. Gary Cooper con-
veys pretty well how a man who
has a date with destiny at poon,
specially on his wedding day feels
when the very people he has hel-
ped, his friends, refuse him help:
No one understands why he wants
to stay especially when scheduled
for retirement but. alone, he sticks
to 'his decision and triumphs in
the end. A film which keeps one
in suspense and also has a haunting
theme.

ON THE WATERFRONT
(1954) portrays the terroristic rule
of a gangster-controlled New York
longsherman's Union over its mem-
bers. Marlon Brando plays the
guy who ultimately exposes tne
corruption at the risk of his ewn
neck helped by the priest and a
girl who's brother he unwittingly
helped to kill. Though the film
is shot mostly in ths rough and
tough docks of New York, it is
not without its tender and touch-
ing moments—the pigaons he rears
for example and the love between
him and the girl Eva Marie Saint
who zlso gives a good performance.

One was glad of the opportunity
to view these (specially the older)
films for the first time. But there
is one complaint—the choice of
venue. If they had been screened
at one of the theatres instead of the
American centre 2uditorium a much
wider audience would have bepefited
as one can be sure that a large nums=
ber of people who could have appre-
clated these films- did not get the
chancé: due to the Hmited acco-
modation,

V. A.
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'LETTERS

ITo The Presrdent

102{3, Bdrnes Place
Colombo 7.
12.9.78

The Editor, Tribune

Sir,

I encloze a copf of a letter addressed
to H.E. The President. You may find
it worthwhile to print in your columns.

Dr. B. Mahendra

" # *
His Excellency President
I* R. layewardene,
Dear Sir,

Let me first copgratulate you
on assuming the office of the first
President of the Second Republic
of Sri Lanka. :

It appears to me that for the
first time, certainly in my gene-
ration, there has emerged a Gov-
ernment with a plan to unite this
country. For thirty years since
Independence this nation has gone
nowhere except downhill and at
theend of the third decads itwasa
moot point as to whether a single
nation existed.

You have had the courage, the
wisdom and good judgement to
bring forth this constitution which
seeks to re-unite a divided land—
riven by considerations of language,
religion, caste and politics.

Already your goverpment has
demonstrated by both word and
deed that it is prepared to put
the need of the country upper-.
most. Much remains to be done
and.you will have the good wishes
of every rational person in your
endeavours,

You will almost certainly: find
yourself  obstructed=by = those
operating underground as well as
by black flags, boycotts, bombings
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-and burnings. | trust that with
.the uniquely wide powers that
have bsen grapnted to you by the
democratic charter, the promul-
gation of which we celebrated on
the 7th of this month, you will
 have the capacity to deal with
saboteurs of every description be-
cause 21l your good intentions are
iin dapger of being undone by a
handful of scheming individuals.
You will have the vast majority of
your countrymen supporting you
if you decide to deal as firmly wit!
‘these elements as is compatible
with the law.

As | have said, you now have
the capacity to deal with them
and | hope you will exercise fully
the powers that we as the citizens
of this country have granted you
and your party at the last general
elections.

| have taken the liberty of re-
leasing a copy of this letter to an
independent weekly journal as |
believe you will have no objections
to our fellow citizens sharing our
thoughts and | am cerfzin many
of them wili join ma in 2ssuring
you of our fullest co- operatmu

(Dr) B. Mahendra.

o o

Landlordism
Sir,

The tenant, until almost the end
of last year felt protected, but now,
suddenly this seems no longer
trus, It i3 now as if the Rent Res-
triction Act itself has beepn substap-
tially altered. There is some real
anxiety in the minds of tepants
that, behind his back, this has actually
taken place. so blantly do landlords
defy the act, almost as if the act
itself did mot any longer exist;
every kind of subterfuge and ruse
‘was adopted earlier to get round
the act—the standard practice being
the non-issue of receipts for

49

rents paid; but eyen this is being-
dispensed  with now, such con-
tempt do landlords have for the
Rent act.

| have met numerous tenants whe
have suddenly, without the Ieast
warning, been plunged into the

predicament of havipg to trek thz

streets looking for- a home, so
powerless are they to defend them-
selves against lapdlords. The
tragic and ipcontrovertible fact is
that tenapts so placed are invaria-
bly wage ezrpers Who, upable to
move. too far from their worlk
places without adding to an al
ready high cost of living, are com-
pelled to agree to the impossible
terms placed before them by their
landlords; the =zlterpative to this
being the equally terrifying one of
being forced to resort to cxpen-
sive and lepgthy litigation agaipst
rich and powerful landlords.

The landlords, attracted by
soaring rents and house prices
offered by gem dealers, foreigners
and other big-time money bags
have begun, where a vacant apnexs
or house exists, to ask for impossi-
bly high rents and advances in bla-
tant contravention of the rent act
ccntemptuously dismissing any one
else as ap upstert. [t sesms they
have misread the government's in-
tention in bringing in an open
market economy as a licence for
gorging themselves fat in the cur-
rent business boom, a boom that
appears 6nly to have given extra
grinding power to the lapdlord’s
jackboots.

It will b a relief to a host of
tenants if the government, at this
stage, detlares that it never, at
any time, intended . to abandop
the wage earper to the mercies
of a landlord. The silence of the
government on this question whila
conveying the notion that a facit
approval has been given to the
landlord’s greed has, at the same
time, driven a great may people
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to the astenishing belief that, |
fact, the reat act has been ;ettl-
goned. If the contrary is true thep
obviously the landlords are acting
in @ mapner that is hostile to ths
intenticns and objectives of the
government. y

A Vietim: Tenant
Colembo 4.
29.8.78
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Planters’ Grouse
Sir,

In your issue of August 5th 1978
You have Confidentially described
soma of the grouses purportea
to have been described by the plan-
ters (Periya Dorais and Sinna Dorais),

It is a surprise that the planters
are upsatisfied with the new salary
scales given by the UNP govern-
ment which is a2n increase over
what they got during the last re-
gime. Further the present system
of uniform salary scale to ail plan-
ters is apn outcome of the Weerak-
kody Cominission reyci't on plan-
tations published as far back as in
August 1976. The old system of
salaries according to the acreage
of estate is upjustifiable as this
led to serious disparities between
persons having equal qualifications
and experiepce working in diffe-
rent estatas of varying acreage,
This might have been justifiable
in olden days when a planter once
recruited to a company estate
was kept in employment in the
same estate uptil his retirement
or discontiguance, but in the pre-
sent context of trapsferable state
service this is thoroughly unjusti-
fiable. 3

It is the consensus of the working
class in this gountry that the sala-
ries, paid to plapters are far 'in
excess of their quallﬁl:ations and
aptitude. Even young and Inex-
perienced planters today. are paid
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four figure salarles In the region
of two to three thousand rupees
with variousadded prerquisites for
a lush life—a few to meption are
the rent free palaticus bupgalows,
three servants at state expeypses,
official conveyance which they are
entitled to use for their private
rups as well. The rept free bunga-
lows are carpetted, fully furnished
with modern suite and even fitted
with sconces all at state expenses
juxtaposeed to the leaking and
unlit shacks given as official
quarters to seme cof the govt.
staff officers. Then what about
the incentives for house
keeping such as fridges, ovens,
cookers, Cutlery, crockery etc all
providad by the state. It is untrue
that these ipcentives and perks,
thou ht unjustifiable, are taken
away. With all these facilities for
a posh life, if a planter’s wife
capnot live with her husband on the
estate, then the government can-
not help it,

Regarding the loneliness in estates
one can only think of the saying
that every body cannot get every
thing in life. ‘What about those
govt. szryants such as DROs,
Madical Officers and agricultural
officers who too have to live in very
remote areas and put up with all
attendent difficulties—in many ins-
tapces unable to get a decent
house to live in. The trouble with
our Planters is they still try to liva
in clovers as their predecessors—
white sahibs, at the expense of the
couptry at large.

Aaren
Chilaw
7.8.1978
] o o
Promises
Sir, :
Harassed  consumers, whose

patience has been taxed to the
utmost since last November, are
surely entitled to ask whether it i
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on the Insistence of the IMF that
the price of PERAKUM has been
upped recently—it is now Rs. 4/-
per tin—and whether, as rumour
has It, the price of Lakspray (which
has been in short supply for quite
some time) is also to be increased
at its behest, which obviously the
government is powerless to resist,
in the near future.

| wonder whether HE the first
President of the New Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lapka—
how nicely it sounds'—should this
letter appear in rint and it catches
his eye, will take umbrage at
my impudence in asking him whe-
ther he can recall the memorable
speech he made as the President
of the UNP at the well-attended
propaganda meeting of the party
held gyear the Kotahena market op
or about 4th June 1977 in support
of Mr. Vincent Perera’s candldature
for the Colombo Morth Seat, that
when his party returns to power
the price of Lakspray would be
reduced to Rs. 2/75, Rs. 3/- and
Rs. 6/- per one pound carton, one
pound tin and two and half pound
tin respecfively, and that the price
of PERAKUM would be reduced
to Rs. 1/63 per tin—(vide Thinakaran
of 6.6.77). Or, has e like every
politico in this once thrice-blessed
isle, conveniently forgotten it?

Would it be rank impertinence
to ask HE whether he is aware
that 15 months after his most
welcome assurance (which would
certainly have evoked tumultous
cheering from the large crowd
present who however, must now
be asking themselves whether it
was not their misfortune to have
attended this meeting) that thers
has not only been a sericus shorfags
of both Lakspray and PERAK{JM
since, but also that the price of
the latter has recent!y been upped
by .75 cénts to the utter conster-
nation of consumerq. withotit prior
intimation or Plauslbre exfﬂanaﬂon
of the redson for this sudden in-
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craase. Or, is it that a midaight
gazette potification (of which the
public are blissfully unaware) had
been issued ip this regard, reminis-

cent of the infamdus and irksonie
gazette qpotices of the

UF/SLFP
Goverpment, which the UNP ex-
ploited fully to their advaatage
in its Election eampalgn, but which
It appears to have forgotten?
Surely Sir, in the light of recent
events which have certainly left
a bitter taste in the motths of
even staunch UNP supportars—
! say so from personal knowledge—
which is bound to stick like glus,
oneé must be pardoped if one is
constrained to ask whether UNP
promises, by whomsoever made,
arz worth even a thuttu, leave
alone two.

C.E. J. Alles
113, Anagarika Dharmapala
Mawatha, Dehiwala.
7.9.78
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Water For Lower Uva

Sir,

In two past issues of Tribune
(Vol. 23/8 and 23/10), the Grama
Sastra colump by Gamiya had men-
tioned just a little of a very serious
problem of the “‘rural poor” in
fower Uva. As oge living in this
part of the province | wish to add
a little more depth to what Gamiya
had said.

There s no life without water.
Almost all cities and urban areas
are provided with purified water
through a tap system, pot only
for drinking but aso to water
the gardens, lawns, fill ponds, and
even to wash vehicles of the town
folk. 1t's good and an easy thing
in the city, ene opens the tap gets
the water and many forget to dose
“the r,op. that gave the water, and 56
this preclous water flows dowa
the drain unused. Some make 2
big noise of water cits In the dity

.
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‘but the fact that water 15 provided
right lato one's bathreom, kitchen
and garden fs a privilege, compared
to what the people have to undergo
in lower Uva villages. A few big
towns like Moneragala and Wel-
Tawaya are provided with tap water
and mostly the residents in these
towns are businessmen, govern-
ment officials, teachers, clergy and
the members of parliament, who
are mainly from the urbapized,
affluent and middle classes em-
ploved in those areas.

The malority of the people in-
volved in production, viz, culti-
vation, agricutlural workers etc,
are residents in the surrouading
villazes Mostly well water issued
for drinking and in 2 village there
may b: one or two pubiic wells
{some villages do not have a single)
a few private wells, 30-40-50 or
even 50 feet deep sometimes and
with fust a few fest of water. One
is lucky to be close to a well or tank
otherwisa its a lene long way to
watar. At present there are only
a few tanks in the area, which pre-
vide water for cultivstion znd
bathing but mapy use water from
them for drinking toe. 1t should
be also mentioned that the women
are burdeped with the responsi-
bility of providing the require-
ments of water for domestic use.

Gamiya talks of young deaths in
these rural areas while in search
of water. People have not only
drowned In the tagks but there
have baen cases of death by falling
into deep walls as 2ll wells are not
built and many are deep. There
was an instance a few years ago in
Anzpallama where 3 father and
two small sons were cutting a road
to a well which was interior from
the road into the thick jungle. The
father led the way and the two
sons followed. The youngest was
at the tail end. A lone elephant
which had killed about .15 people
in tha district happened to cross
their path at this time and seeing

3

the youngest child away from the
other two attacked him. And that
was a young death while In search
of water,

Three weeks ago at Horabokka
(a village 4 miles off Uva Pelwatta
2long Passara road) a middle aged
man who had an early appointment
that fatal day had gone to the river
for a wash very early in the morn-
ing. Bafore he could get into the
water an elephant had attacked
him and trampled him to death. A
young girl who had also come to
the river at this time seeing this
incidant left her “kale’ at the
river and ran home never to come
again for water.  Up to this day
she is reluctant to come to the

“river even for a bath. [t's not only

the distasce, depth, waight and
labour that relates to this search
for water in these areas but also
fear of upexpected death.

The people of thése areas have
pleaded with all governments that
have besp in nower so far to pro-
vide them with facilities of drink-
ing watar but very little or po
actlon has bean taken. At an in-
auguration meeting of a grama-
sangwardepna samiti in 2 village
in lower Uva the Grama Sevaka
promised the people that he will
some how get govt. approval for a
public well system to provide the
villagers with drinking water. This
was in December 1977 and no
slans of wells being dus—only 2
promise that was. Another Rural
Society from a village close to
Wellawaya has requested the Spe-
cial Commissioner and AGA both
to provide the village with public
wells for drinking purposes. It is
six months since and not even
an acknowledgement from those
government  officials  regarding
this grievance of the peonle. Most
probably the sovt. officlals who
are sunnosed to Took into the areas
are stationed in the towns men-
tioned above where all facilities
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are provided and as a result they
do not feel the gravity of the im-
mediate peed of tha rurzl poor.

The other day when the Prime
Minister visited Moneragala on the
I17th of August 1978, at a meeting
in Moneragala the MP for Bibile
pointed out that there are six
rivers in the district and all the
water from them are taken out
into other districts such as Batti-
caloa and Hambantota. It is a great
crime to taks the little water avai-
lable in this district to feed the
others while we are faced with a
major threat to existence without
water for drinking, bathing and cul-
tivation. The MP for Bibile further
stated that the govt. is very grate-
ful to the peopla of this district
for thelr patience to updergo the
many difficulties faced with for

existence, The patience of the
people—the  disorganised  rural
poor—should not be taken for

granted by the govt Members of
Parliament of the distriet and the
govt. officials. The rural people
of Lower Uva expect much ralief
from the present govt. and are
with great hope—Unless they are
satisfied with these basic require-
ments like pure drinking water
the people may not be patient
for long. Water for drinkinz i
needed today and it must be given

today, GIVE PURE DRINKING
WATER TO THE VILLAGES
OF LOWER UVA!

Loghead
L't_)walr' Uva,
10.9.78
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Sugar-cane Loans—2

15 IT NOT A FACT that Amparai
MPCS which had handed out ovar
Rs. 3 million in sugar cape culti-
vation loans did pot have a Loan
Committee as required by law
to approve and or reject appli-
cations? That the Directors on the
Board of Management are also ex-
pected to examine every single
application after it has beea pro-
cessed—from the Subjects’ Clerk
level to the Loan Committee—
and approve or reject the aopli-
cations individually? That this
was not done! That the Board
had thought it sufficient to approve
only the total amount of funds
that had to be obtained from the
Peoples’ Bank for . distribution
amopg members! That the Re-
port. stated in categorical terms
that this procedura was irregular
and that it was also found that the
same irregular = procedires had
been followed in the case of paddy
cultivation loans as well? That the
Committee then examined the
procedures adopted at- the next
stage. of the loan granting process—
at the offices of (a) the Assistant
Commissioner of Co-operative De-
velopment (ACCD)Y, (b) the Mana-
gar, Peoples’ Bank and (¢) the
Manager of the Amparai, Co-opera-
tive- Rural Baak (CRB)? That so
far as the ACCD was concerned,
ha relied o1 a 103 rapdom test
o1 a sample of loan applications
processed by a Co-gperative Ins-
pector!  That the Co-operative
Inspector had to certify that the
applications approved by the MPCS
were in order? That the Committee
found that in rezbect of these sugar
cane loans the Inspector had given
this certificate when not even a sin-
gle loan application form had been
properly filled? That the Committee
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was compelled to copclude that
this particular Ipspector was ej-
ther not familiar with the work
he is expected to do or had deli-
berately given a false certificata
and misled the ACCD to approve
the loan applications of the So-
ciety? That for this reason it was
found that the control exercised
by the ACCD was ineffective?
That once the loans were okayed
by the ACCD, the main responsi-
bility fell on the officers of the
Co-operative Rural Bapk organisa-
tion (CRB}! That detailed circulars
had been issued to help the officials
of the CRB as to how they should
maintain the checks that were
essential? That in this case, it was
found that the reguirements of the
circulars were not complide with?
That, in the final analysis, the Com-
mittee came to the conclusion
that in the Amparai District the
laid-down procedures and systems
were not observed even mini-
mally? What the excuse given was
that there wasan acute shortage
of staff? That was even more stag-
gering was that the Manager of
the Peoples Bank at Amparai had
released the Ioans without the
approval of the Hsad Office—as
required under the departmental
orders?

IS IT NOT A DISTURBING
FACT that the CRB, released
the loans without the security
documents being duly completad
asd the loan reszisters being
written up as required? That thase
violations of vital procedures relat-
ing to loan approvals and disbursa-
meaats resulted in gross abuse of
the loans by employess of tha
Society! That not only some of the
employees but also some of thair
wives had baen given loans in spite
of the fact that almost all of them
had not satisfied the sligibility cri-
teria to borrow under the schame?
That the Society had alsa
allowed a few individuals, their
friends and relations to take ad-
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vantage of the weaknesses in the
manner of implementation of the
loans scheme! That this was seep
in the case of the Digavapi Branch
of the MPCS where the total qum-
ber of five loans granted were
shared by the Manager of the
Branch, the Grama Sevaka, his. wife
and relations? That in most instances
the Co-op Society had given the
maximum credit limit permissible
‘(Rs, 10,000/-) to the borrower
without even inquiring whether
he possessed land to the extent of
41 acres or whether the borrower
had the ability to cultivate such
land? That since the amount of the
loan depended on the pumber of
acres to be cultivated, the acreage
seems to have beep adjusted to
suit the limit of = Rs. 10,000/-?
That certain borrowers had the
brazenness to declare that they

‘expected to cultivate crown land

even on an Unauthorised basis in
the hope of obtaining permits
later on! That in the case of crown
land permits are issued eonly for
an extent of 3 acres—a fact that
all institutions associated with agri-
cultural credit should have beep

‘aware of? That in conclusion, the

Committee stated some of the
officers and the management of
tha Amparal MPCS failed to take
even the elamentary precautions
necessary to prevent the abuse of
the New Agricultural Credit
Scheme? That this abuse was fur-
ther compounded by some of the
officers approving loans for them-
selves, their wives, relations and
friends! That there were times
when this abuse was even extended

to help the MPCS temporarily with

its own problems of liquidity?
That there is.no doubt that thiz Report
ahould be made o handbook for those
involved in Agricultiral  Credit to
know how rackets operate and to see
how they can be avoided by enforc-
ing the basic regulations without

‘getting bogsed down in red tape?

(Concluded)
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