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L_etter Frém_ ‘Che Editor

THE TRUE GREATNESS of a people, even if dormant for centuries owing to
foreign domination or other causes, nmianifests itself, it is said, in times of
crisis. In Sri Lanka, there have been crises without number in the thirty
years after Ipdependence, but whatever the crisis—political, economic,
<communal or natural disaster—the only outcome so far was a resurgence
“of the basest Instincts of tribzl clannishness and a selfish quest for loot and
power. For the first time in living memory, a crisis caused by a cyclonic
storm of unprecedented magnitude, has kindled the first embryonic stirrings

of anew and noble spirit of oneness and unity among our people. Allpolitical |

parties have for once publicly extended their support to the national effort
of the Goverpment to rehabilitate the victims of the cyclone, and it is hoped'
that this will be further extended to the even greater task of reconstruction.
The response from an upusually large number of pecple was immediate
2nd spontaneous to help Government to bring succour to the distressed
and displaced. Only a small minority in exslusive elitist groups in the
drawing rooms of Colombo felt that “too much fuss was being made," that
“the government was over-reacting'’, that it was *a political’ gimmick”,
that “our plans for Christras and New Year holidays were upset”, and
“‘all leave has been unnecessarily cancelled”........ and so on and so forth.
But for asinine vagaries of this small minority of old brown sahibry and the
naw-rich gem mudalalidom, the rest of the population of this country has
shown a new and a rare spirit of patriotism and selflessness. However,
there is not the slightest doubt that the credit for this must go to the Presis
dert, Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, not only for giving the correct lead at this
"ium:tura but also for having prepared the ground for the vast majority of
the people to respond in this way. Ever since he came to power
J. R. Jayewardene's constant theme was a united country and a united people
in spite of heterogeneity and diversity. He had matched his words with
deeds. Chief lieutenants like Prime Minister Premadasa have followed in
his footsteps with a deep sense of understanding and sincerity although
the intemperate outpourings of maverick ministers like Mathews have often
struck a discordant note, And when the hour of crisis came on November
24, the government of J. R. Jayewzrdene rose to the occasion as no govern-
ment has done in the past. The damage caused by the cyclone was more
than what the resources of this country could bear—for the immediata
relief, and more so for long term rehabilitation. Mercifully, relief has
come from many nations and from many countries. They were flown in
with speed that took one’s breath away. Without such help there is little
this country could have done to alleviatz the misery and hardships of more
than million people affected by the cyclone. But all this help would have
been of little avail if Sri Lanka was not able to help herself. The government
has shown that it has an executive and administrative machine capable of
coping with the situation. The armed services, the police and all depart-
JEments of state power, have done a wonderful job of work. In less than
farty eight hours, food was delivered to the most inaccessible places and
to nearly all marconed groups. In less than 96 hours all the main road and

rail communications were opened to traffic. This is no mean achievement |

considering the damage wrought by the cyclone. Many who claimed to
be knowledgeable believed that it would take threa to four weeks to bring
road and rail communications to normal. This was done in as many days.
As the work of rehabilitation proceeds, unfolded before the public is an
amazing plan of action has which given birth to a new sense of confidence
about the future,
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EDITOR'S  NOTEBOOK

Press Freedom

MUCH -OF THE THUNDER which
the orgenisers of the Press Founda-
tipn - of Asia's Tenth Anpniversary
Agsembly hoped to derive frem the
meeting in Colombo from Noyember
27—30 was lost in sorrewful tales
from the cyclone-stricken dreas of
Sri Lanka. Novertheless, the local
or:g anisers mapagea to push the
cyﬁ]cnc into insignificanice on the
front rage of the Daily News op
Tuesdzy November 28 to make the
speectes made by the President,
the Prime Minister,"the Mini-ter of
St%\.re. ard Chairmen of the Crganis-
ing Comrrittre to cover prictically
the entircty of the front page. No
wor dar reorle now.turn to the Sin
for newswort!y news. The PFA
was certainly news, but the ecyclope
judzed by any yardstick was far more
fn'f:rort:*.r't rews. Speoctes of even

the mort eminent do pot maka frant

page rews unlass topically pertinent
to!the top pews of the day.
I

Incidertally the Daily News did
nat miss the rews of the cyc'ore as
it hid the Nevember 15 CC-8 Crash
at! Katuravzke for its November
]&c:t} edition, ‘Fut the Sun had far
bekta"r‘ afid more readable reports
than the Daoily News abcut the
cyflore. . But, if a prize is to be

~awarded for news coversge of the
cytlene it must go to the tram frem
tht\ S[EC which gae the most
greplic and vp to date actount of
the devaststed areas and the werk
of (bringirg rolief to the distrecsed.
Loke House and Tirres rorresnondsnts
ha{] the rame facilities #s the SLBEC
for reperting afrer vicwing

th :chone—&tru k areas from the
airl but Lake Hruse rerorts were
edar‘t!c and : unirseiring. Mavbe
th** B09%. of advertising in the Daily
‘News rcrowded tl e rlivelier . parts.
ufthe reperts but in.ISto 30 minutes
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broadcasts the SLBC did -a better
job than the Daily News did in several
days of reporting in many pages.
The Daily News has now promised
its readers more reading material
in a paper of more pages at apn
increased price, but nobody knows
what the percentage of increase in
the news columns and the advertis-
ing columps will be. Furtnermore,
nearly all dailies concentrated on the
negative part of destruction and
dwelt on sensational sob-stories.
They did nay due attention to the
heroic weorl of the brave men in
our armed services 2nd the police
who had rushed food, water and
medicines to the victims egpecially
‘the marooned.

The PTA Asrembly, to come back
to it, was 2 hi~h-cost tamasha in the
mariner  well-funded organisations
stase ragional, continental or global
seminars ard anniversarics.  The
first Assembly hela in Kandy in 1968
‘was aq exclusive gathering of a few
chosen publishers and their favourite
pen-pushers who could be called
journalists. The maijority of those
who wera really connected with the
Press had then been kept out. The
Tenth Assembly held last week was
only different in that a larger number

Press. Foundation Of Asia

of persons in Sri Lanka connected
with the Fourth Estate, the Printing
Trade and the Paper Trade, together
with afew brizht lights in the Public
Sector were invited to be present
s “guests” at the opening session
and some of the discussions.

But amopg the delegates at the

PFA ~ Assembly there were hardly

any ‘“‘iournalists” as such—there
were ex-jourpalists who have reached
the rarified atmosphere of being
managing editors but jourpalists
there wére pope. There were
writers coanected with fabulously
rich publishing organisations that
printed sleek and luscious journals
on' high finance and like subjects.
The rest of the bunch were the
mudalalis of the newspaper world
whose views on life and living in
the vast areas of uader-desvaloped
and developing Asia were as jiundic-
ed a3 their views on press freedom
|tself and the rights of journalists
to report fairly and
frankly. One had enly to talk to
some of them te realise how far
removed they were from the rough’
and tumble of Asian realities.

Among the observers were mem-
bers of the well-paid international
civil service, but they have little or

COVER

though it might well be one.

| in this issue.

THE PICTURE OMN THE COVER this week is not one of a eyclone victim
If the devastation of the cyclone has done
one thing it has brought Forre to many pesple, comalacently living in
comfort, with dramatic rurhlessness, what it maans for people not to
have a roof ever their heads, no food to eat and no water that is pure
to drizk. About a millicn pecple who have had these in varyirg degrees
in the cycloie-affected areas have been suddenly deprivedof them znd
a great campaign has been launched to restore the status quo ante.
this eupheric ayalanche to help the victims of the cvclone, we must not
forget the seven or more million people in Sri Lanka who are chronically
poor. who do not have encugh of nutritious food, who do net have regular
work ~nd who crave for shelter. The coacluaing part’ of R. Kahawita's
| three-part article on Sri Lanka’s Seven Million Poor appears elsewhere | -
If the problems of the Seven Million Poor are not quickly
resolved, the courtry will be faced with ay interpal eruntion which will
do more damage than the cyclone that struck the country Jast week.

In

1
J
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Press Foundation Of Asia

nothing to contribute either to the
developmernt of new tninking or
the growth of press freedom in this
region. They dispense patronage,
they can fix scholarships and arrange
invitations to seminars for favoured
Ljourpalists™,but little else. Excellent
“resolutions were adopted at the
PFA but at every conference such
resolutions are adopted. Nothing
happens after that. The Press Found-
ation of Asia should be renamed
' Printers and Publishers Foundation
of Asia.

In’ these circumstances the words
of wisdom chat fell from the lips
of President, the Prime Minister and

the Minister of State—all centred

on press freedom—were no more
than pearls of graat value cast before
3 multitude of inpocents: “‘Presi-
dent layewardene said the individual
in 2 developing coustry was concer-
ned with a little more food in his
stomach, a-little more clothing on
Jis back, and a little more roof
over his head. Do they care about
Free Pras§? Or Fresdom of
'Speach? They have to live; they
have to find the food apnd develop.
When a nation s going on this
footing, can we allow unbounded
liberty 2 If that liberty comes to a
stag'e when the gdvernment is
disfupted, what is the gavernment
to do? Hand over the reins of the
government to the Free Press and
say ‘carry on’ asked the President.

Prestdent Javewardene said
the concept of Frae Press was
derived from the right of thinking
freely and of expré'SSlng oneself
freely in- word and in writing. If
one ‘went back to the period of

Jolescence in the 6th century
%C ‘ great 'philosochers such as
Plato, Socrates, Gautama ‘Budcdha,
Zoroaster in Persia, Confucius in
China learst and thought and
their thoughts were spread.throu-
ghout the world firstly by werd,
and ‘then in writing. Some of them
were killed and others were sought
to be harmed. « Freedom.of the

.

T

_most gutacratic dictatorshib was

. and- mudalalis..

exi:res'sion of thought began in

‘the 6th century BC .. The Presi-

dent said he was confident that
nowhere in the world did anybody
s1y that there should be po free-
dom of the Press. The problem
and purpose of their discussions
should pnot be so much absut the
freedam of the Press as about the
bousdaries that should be sat.
Throughout the world boundaries
that had bean accepted were that
there should be no propasation
of sex, violence, sedition and cal-
umnv. At this staze, the President
said he would like to quota a state-
ment by Samusl Johnson srinted
in 1779. He said Samus=l Johnson
had stated, ‘If every dreamer of
innovations may propagate his pro-"
jects, there can be no settlement:
if every murmurasr at government
may diffuse  discontent, there
€37 be no peaze; and if every scen-
tic in theolozy may tea~h his fol-
lies, there can be no relizion. The
danger of such upbounded liberty
and the danger of bounding it have
produced a oroblem in the sciance
of gavsrnment which human un-
darstasding seams hitherto u-able
to salve ‘. . Thar=fore the problem
aven oW is—the bou.daries of
that fraadom are the bausdaries
that pasnle sat themsslves”

We dy nat krow how many of
the PFA  dalesatez apbrecigtad the
true content and meaqing of the
P-esidant's words. The Presidant
himze!f was  prohable mizlad  into-
thinking thgt the PFA conzisted of
intallsctualz wha were alive to valt=
a1d  significance of concepts  like
frerdom, and the nesd to contain
fraedom within  boundqries.  Most
publizhers .are not concernad w'th.
freedsm or the hauadaries of frasdim
in the senze the Pres‘dent meant. They.
only want the freadsm to make
profits and money from the budlisning
of newshahers, and this even the
wil-
ling ta give this right to all tycoons
Publishers sell. sex.

Digitized;by Noolaham Foundation.
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-and sensation to mint mop=y:-And:

this freedom even the most upde- .

mosratic was willing to grant. to.
. ‘those who run newspapers.

Then the President spoke-a few

e

words zbout the state of freedom
in Sri Lanka. What he said is true, -

but how many countrles in Asia

{even ceountries from where the »
delegates hailed) enioyed these free< ™

doms.? Did the PFA orany of its"

delesates raise questions of press*
freedom in Asian countries wherd:

.';7( = i

they were denied? *Speaking o

the press, In Sri Lanka, the Presi- *
dent said India and Sri Lanka ozcu- =

pied 2 uniqus position where 'théy-

enioved freadom of the

the ballot—several times
country than any other country!
in the world.
Commissions had been appsinted:

to sea how that freedam had been :

exarcised.”
Prime Minister Premadasga.- in
more- earthy languaze had ' also.:

raisad gnma fundamental : quastions
ahout mress: freadams.
one 2spect of this: whols. question

In both ‘countries:~

"Press,” "
of speech and opnosition and their
governments had besn chaiged by

i oeur

EThereiis

of mass media to which' | as & lay.. .

‘man and politician would like: to L

draw your atteption. 1t istin 2 sense
the fundamental guestion:

‘What, ..

doxs the public—the ondinary man-- :

in the strest—avnect iof the.Rrass?
What has he the right-to .exnest
particularly in a cquptry which,

is. prepared. to  tolarata \r'a;‘et %

of opinfon—in a r.f‘untry wﬁrch ’
doss not ecount  the holdlnz of ‘
éontrary views ' a crm:o BUa_I_r,‘it___ i

the State! Does gﬁgr press as it,

functions in oUr rer}re&entgﬂve
countries  do its duty by
patrom—the readmp pub'lic’ It” has

besn my happy e%per:nncﬂ and nO
doubt. it must have been the e)it—__','
tﬂ‘ 0
attend a puhlic meeting or to be’

perleﬂce of rrmw of you also

_preseént at 3 fupction and xo ﬁnd

_at reported the fol{ow:ng da.y ’E'
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the local press fully and in-a balan-
eed fashion. It Is not necessarlly
thé length or the flattoring raport
that catches the ‘eye and ' wins
approval. It s the fairness aad
correctness of the report. With
consummate skill the whole spirit
of what took place has been re-
called and recorded. That s one
asprct of it. |t has also been my
experience Where the contrary has
been the case; what Is recorded
has had little or no bearing on
what was actually said or what
really took place. What is the
reason for this difference?! Why
does one report correctly, spell
out what took plice and the other
suppress or distort? ls it malice or
indifference and car-legsness or just
gheer incompetence!”

How many of tue defegetes were
concerned with the problem  Mr.
Premadasa raised? It was a problem
that confronted a working frurnalist,
th= news editor and the chlef editar,
bat was of little consaguence  to
publishers who were not worried
abe'it what was reported o5 long o3
it did not already affect circulation
on advertising revenne, 1f a politician
wns - chara~t-rassastinated it did
not bother the publisher as long
ag the writer kept clear of the
laws of lbel. If a ' politician was
misraported, the publisher was not
bothered—such misreporting could

upder seme circumstances give
a boost to circulation.
Prima Minlister Premadasa

then dea't with another imporrfant
aspect of press freadom: “..it is
not true as far as the presant gov-
ernment of Sri Lapnka is concerned.
I have said t'mes without number,
bath In Parliament and outside,
‘correct us whan ‘we are wrongi
. enpcourage us when we are right:
gurfiort Us wheq we zre in need.
‘Now 1 should liks to ask ‘Is this a
vary difficult task—this besiness
of. fair reéporting and fair com-
ment." Judging by what appesrs
fo- the dally newspapers throughs

TRIBUNE, December 2, 1978

out the world this does indeed
appear to bs a formidable task.
What i3 the reason for this? There
are probibly many reasons, but
! ghould like to suzgest » few ten-
tative opes. Fress work, and |
inzlude in this all type of mass
madia, is work carried on at a
heztic pace and under difficule
conditions, So the chance of error
is great asd consequently a wide
allowante must be made for what-
sver mistakes anc shoricomings
that appear. Then azain there is
the alarmiig shortage of traised
ani comyetent pe-sannel in the
fiel I of jourpalism and its related
professions. | see that your orga-
nisation is paying particular at-
tantion to devising progremmes
of traiping for futura Aslan Jourpa-
lists. This | observe Is one of the
major topics for discussion by you
at this conference.  When this
schema takes effcct and when the
average journalist and broadcaster
brisgs to bear on his job the skill
and profassioral'sm that he has
aciu'red after years of apprenti-
ceship a considerable part of the
preseat shortcomings might well
disappear. But | am afraid that
one draw back will still continue
to badevil this profession of jour-
nalism unless we maks a firm
resolve to root out this failing.
There must be a total commitmant
to the truth.”

Maqy delegates were astounded
that a Prime Minister should wel-
come criticism from the press.
Sri Lanka will be a model hard to
follow in many Asian countrieg
even where the PFA sgems to
pravail.

Minlster of State Anandatissa de
Alwis first ralsad a1 interesting
point that flowed from the Presl-
dent's remarks: “Mr. de Alwis
said that the President had'asked
them ta think deeply on the boun-
darles and the limitations that
should ba placed on the liberties
and freedom of the press. Mr. de

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Alwis said that the Press was faced
with a pew: responsibility. Quite
often when he used to ask pmews”
papermen why it was that they
gave so much to sex;, crime, dis-
turbances, destruction, antag=nism,
ander and why it was that they do
not concentrate on religion, sacris
fice and peace, the apswer was that
they give what the people wanted.
Whepn he asked' the readers, why
they wanted sex, violence etc.,
instead of  peace and sacrifice
their answer was that was what the
newsapers give them, Mr. de Alwis
said. In. a2 developing country, im
countries like Igdia and Ceylon
politics had full eoverage in the
newspapers but no such coverage
was given to other matters which
a common man might be engaged
in. So there was a confusion in
regard to the role we are to play
quite apart from the limitations
we are to follow. That was also 2
matter we should discuss.”

The second matter was an ex-
cellent plece of self-criticism for
the Asian presss: “The question
had been posed as to why the West
was not publishing enough news
about the Asian countries. Why
are we asking this, when we do
not publish enough news about
‘the Asian countries ourselves?! There
is no India, no Philippineé no Bangla-
desh, no Hong Kong but if Mr.
Jimmy Carter gets a cough, it
becomes. front page news. But if
the Malaysian Prime Minister is
seriously ill we may not kanow
about it.".

He also stressed the urgent need
to make the lot of the working

journalists better: “Mr. de Alwls -

said that there was pfot énocugh
understanding’ among newspaper-
men of -#dch other. It was such 4
dialogue between fournalists that
was wanted urgently. He was placs
ing 2 proposal before the goverrs
ment to see that 6Ur own newss
paper men and Women were able
to travel=not like UN expertss

4

*

b




=

Y

in Rartlament.

but to go with .tLelr colleagues
Aand live with them so that they
might gain an indepth knowledge
of the conditions under which
other people were living. So that
when they come back—they may
be restless because they are jour-
nalists—but they could be better
informed and would be able to
bring the Asian peoples together.”

The PFA is not an organisation
of working journalists. So some
of our remarks may appear eatty.
It is a working journalist more
than anyone else who is concerned
with |« press freedom. Mudalali
publishers, like all mudalalis, are
concerned only with the freedom
to make money. They have no
commitment to truth or service
and Minister Anandatissa's final ap-
peal must have fallen on deaf ears:
“We are working in a2 developing
world In the mass media in the
guiding of opinfon. Let us there-
fore get together and arrive at a
consensus where all of us together
can render a greater service to the
country we live and the people
to whom we owe a greater res-
ponsibility.”

Minister  Apandatissa talks the
language of the common man. But
it is a far cry from the PFA. The
President, the Prime Minister and
the Minister of State should have
talked the language of the muda-
lalis to get a response from the
PFA.

The PFA Assembly at Hotel
Oberol was a grand show. Kind

. things will be said of Sri Lanka in

the papers the ladies and gentlemen
of the PFA publish. It was good
public relations and tourist pro-
motion to flatter the PFA and the
publishing giants who are the

3

All that we can say Is that we
value the right of freedom to say
AMEN.

X X' M XX

" ment.

BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SERENDIB

Rare Unanimity
Mitky Mess
Kurien Of Kaira

PARLIAMENT

THE DEBATE on the Second,
Reading of the Budget brought
no surprises, The third r.acing,
and the Committee Stage of the
debate, however, brought a rzre
Unapimity  among all  parties.
Whether this willingness to deal
with matters and 'issues on their
merits is a result of the shock of
the damage caused by tie cyclene
of November 24, or whether it is
due to a grewing awarepess that
sectarian  prrty  politics inhibits
national ecopomic  develepmant,
is not clear. But there is no doubt
that this is 2 Lezlthy and welcome
development. |

The votes of most mini tries
ard departments were adopted with
near upanimity. Even the Police
Department, which has =zt all
times been the target of attack by
all parties, fared very well thls
year. This wezs no doubt due to
the fervent plea made by Minister
Anandatissa de Alwis | that the
Police should be left alone with-
out political interference (very cor-
rectly ke had pcinted out that all
governments since independence in-
cluding UNP governments, had in-
terfered with the Police).
Police also got off relatively scot
free because of the prestige and
popularity of Junier Minister Wera-
pitiya who has won confidence of
all parties for fairplay and lustice.

The votes of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs were adopted with-
out even one sipgle critical com-
This, 'has  been pointed
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The -

out, is a record. Ever sinee Ipdes
pendence, the debate on votes foe
the Foreign Affairs migistry hag
always evoked acrimonious debate.
This was nearly always triggered
by the Leftigts of the LSSP snd CP

‘and the sc.called radiezl progres

sives. Mot cpe of them was re-

- turned in the last Geperal elec.
tions. It wrs also surprising that

not a single SLFP MP in the present
Parlianrent stood up to wave the
flag of the nuch tslked of Bandara-
natke’s policies. The Nation, the
journal ‘of the SLFP, regularly
makes acidic ond derogatory re-
marks on UNP’s foreign policies,
but in the debate op the vote of
the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs,
no SLFP MP uttered even 2 singla
werd. In a sense, this iy a reflection”
of the fact that interest in foreign
affairs has all but disappeared
from the political scene Mipister
Hameed had the field zll to hime
self to expound the Government's
foreign policies without asmuch s an
interwption from any MP. He was.
loudly acclaimed. It was a signal.
triumph for Minister Hameed. He
had started his recard rather:
weakly, but there is no doubt-
that he has pursued the policy.
of nop-alignment with acceptance
to the penalisned veorld, and to-
day Sri Lanka is once again carving
out a pew place of significance-
in the niche of nou-aligned and
third world politics. e

MILK FOODS

The enly fly in the olntment -
in the entire Budget episode was |
the mess on the question of the -
prices of Milk Foods—Powdered
Milk to be exact. The Minister of -
Finance after preserting his: nos
price-increase budget did a mest -
surprising thing.' No goouper the
Parliament adjourned after listening !
to the Budget proposals, the Minis-
ter of Finance issued a gazette
notification  increasing ‘the prices™
of all infant and milk foods. This

TRIBUNE, Decernber 9, 1978



was po doubt to further withdraw
--the subsidy on importad milk
. powder asd Qufant milk foods.
, Already most. of the subsidy on
- the powdered milk focd had bean
withdrawn, but the latest  price
_ bike affected even the infant milk
‘fa'.:'ad_s whnich  had coatinued to
“enjoy a subsidy. :

.. «Naturally there was an uproar.
; Before the Opposition Partizs could
make a populat national issus of
the infant milk fooos que tion,
_ the Parliamentery Group and the
" Cabinet moyed fast. Ac the first
Cabinet meeting after November
15;-the Government reversed the
decision of the Migistry of Finance
and decreed that imported milk
foods. would centinue to be sold
at the "old prices,”" However,
to save face, press releases spoke
about devising a wcheme which
. would enzble the “less affluspt
sections of the population” to get
_infagt foods at the old prices. So
“far 50 good. The Goverament
had nipped a mighty oppositional
storm in the bud, important ques-
tions arise from this milk foods
embroglio.

Does the Minister of Fipance
have the right to increase prices
of essentials (even if it is to with-
draw subsidies) without prior Cabi-
net sapction? At least, it is clear
the Cibinet exercises the right
to reverse prize-increasing gazette
regulations it considers wrong,
inopportune or upwise. This in-
cident, once again raises the ques-
tion of our entire milk—liquid
and powdered—industry and trade.

Sri Lanka is a country which
‘climatically and ecolopically is cui-
tea to produce milk and dairy
products even for export, but in
‘spite of the billions of rupees in-
vested in the livestock and milk
industry from the forties, this

_eountry contiaties to import the
bulk of its nerds of mi'le and dairy
produete. Scandal after seascal
has rocked ~the Natiopal Milk

T
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Board but it has gone on spending
untold millions of the tax-pajers’
money In order to provida milk
(mostly from imports) for the
population.

Now, some of the imports have
been shifted to other departments
of goverpme t. ‘But no one seams
to have a clue as to how the Millk
Board can be pulled out of the
mess. The latest is that the rats
were leaving
but these rats are the only ones
that can keep the ship afloar. s
there a conspiracy for all qualified
persons to gquit the Milk Board
so that there will be nobody to
run the Millk Board if the new
go-getting Minlister in charge, Thon-
daman, demands  nccountability
from the big bosses of the Milk
Board? Whether Thondaman can
ever put the Milk Board right
is the 64 million dollar question
of the day.

However, there seems to be a
silver lining in the sky. In a country
where “recommendations’ of fore-
ign specialists are grabbed by the
government to implement pro-
grammes worked out by local
specialists who did pot have the
necessary political pull to have
their plans accepted. A foreign
expert who can deliver the goods
is really a2 ‘“'saviour.”

" Sri Lanka has been fucky enough
to perzunde a specialist on the Milk,
Dairy, and the Livestock . industry
in India to spesd a few days here
to help the government to makeup
its mind ax to whet programmes
would ‘help ws. This viziter  from
India is no ordinary spacialist. Most
specialiats on the/ international jet
service are excellent paper men,
but Kurien from India iz a proctical
man who has revolutionised the
dairy industry in India. :

The August 1978 issue of Readers
Digest had an article on Kurien
by David Moller and Ashok Maha-

- devap. It was entitled The Miracle
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the sinking . ship— .

The Milk Board

* Warkar of Kairo. A few extrasts

from this artizle will show the
min Kurien is: “Somewhat reck-
lessly, Verghese Kurieq, the
young -manager of a small milk
co-operative, hal invitsd Prime
Mipister Jawaharlal Nehru to pere
form opening das hojoursat 2
new dairy and milk powds- plagt
at Apand- Three - wesks
the two main bailers for ths plaat
were still on their way from Szot-

before,

lnnd—at the bottom of 2 ship.
25th in line outside the srike-
bound port of Bombay. It ook

a meeting of the entire boird of
the port trust to get the bailers
unloaded and oa the traiq for
Anand. Aad it was just 24 fraqtic
hours before N=hru's arrival on
October 31, [955,  that tha first
bag of powdzred milk boupced of
the production line. An ecstotic
Kurien promptly emptied it on
his assistant’s bald head. And no
wonder—it was a first! powdered
bufalo milk had never before been
made on a larga commearcial scale;
it was a breakthrough of . great
siznificance for India..Dr, Verghese
Kurien, now 56, and head of the
Mational Dairy Davelopment Board,
is the father of our ‘White Revolu-
tion’. .By 1950, he 'was mapager
of the fledgling co-operative and
working punishing 16 hour days.
MNothing was too mepial for him.
He cleanad milking equipment and
loaded milk cans into trucks. At
this time, the Indian dairy industry
laggnd considerably behind the rest
of the world’s. State-run milk
schemas and gresdy private con-
tractors paid peasants such low
prices—often as little as |2 paise
for a quart of milk—that milk pro=ay
duction, half from buffaloes, half
from cows, wag extremely poor.
Most livestock were fed cheap,
dry straw; animals were attehded
by sizerstitious quacks who often
souzht to protect them from the
‘evil eye' with such derices, ds
black string twined around ho“ns.
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* Kurien Of Kairo'~

Since spece was precious many
good milch animals were kept in
cramped, filthy conditions in teem-
ing cities; most buffaloes wera
slaughtered and cows were starved

" to death when they temporarily

went dry..Although the Avand
a step ahead
of this, Kurien had much to do.
He introduced such i novations
as qualified veteri_aria:s, green-
fodder feeding and breeding by
artificial insernipation. A real
breakthrough and proof for the
peasants that the researchers were
on the right track, came when
Kurien was able to increase the
number of available miikers by
shortening the time between pre-
gnancies and subsequent lactations.
Millke ;ield rose from 3 quarts to
4.5 quarts a day..In 1964. Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri in-
augurated the co-operrtive's seven-
storey computarized cattle-feed
factory near Kanjari. He stayed

. for a night at Ajarpura, a yillage

nearby, and listened spell-bound
to owners who talked of how the
co-operative had transferimed their
lives. Once heavily in debt, they
now earned three times what they
earned ten years before and had
ready cash. ‘Thus usury, the bane
of rural Inala, had declined in their
Ajarpura co-operative
even made epough money to buy
ifbrary books 2nd medicipes, build
two schools and repeir the village
roads.

".;'Why' can't we build co-
operatives like this all over Ipdia?'

Shastri asked. ‘Absclutely no
reason at all,” Kurfen promptly
replied. From that Brief exchapge

grew the Natiopal Dairy Develop-
ment Board that Kurien now heads
and ‘Operation Flood' the project
begun in 1971 to set up 17 other
mi'k schemes, similar to the co-
operative at Anand..Operation Flood
may well be the largest and most
successful putritional project ever
undertaken in India. Squalid city

dairies ' are being driven out of
business, and an estimated |2
million people directly affected by
the scheme haye doubled their
inceme.  What’s more, Delhi Is
now supplied three times as much
milk—152,000 gallons—as i1t got six
years ago, and Bombay copsumers
can get more milk than before.
In a country where 40 per cent of
the people are vegetirians, with
milk as their sole source of zpimal
protein, Operation Flood’s role
in combating malnutrition has been
substantial. ......... ..

“Although Kurien Is a rare
combinarion of social visionary and
hargheaded technologist, it is Ris
abiding faith in India's peasants
that makes the cifference between
success and failure. Only when
power remains with local farmers,
he believes, do peasants get a fair
price for their milk and have the
incentive to increase production.
He agreed to hezd the Matioral
Dairy Development Board oply on
condition that it ke set up in Anand.
‘If it had been estatblished in Delhi,’
he said, ‘it would soon have been
snarled in bureaucratic red tape.
And we would have been out of
touch with those who actually
produce the milk’..Today, Opera-
tion Flood is self-sustaining; in 1975
India did not have to impsart any
milk sowder, saving the courtry a
foreign-exchange b&ill of Rs. 150
million. | In addition to his national
responsibilities, Kurien now plays
an interpatiop2l role,
by the UN's Food and Agriculture
Oreanisation, groups of Asian and

African trainees stucy cdairyi-g at’

Anand, And such countries as
Malaysia, Sri Lapka, the Philippines
and  the Malagasy  Repubiic
increasirgly ack for help. en buffalo
milk pro_ir:cts. In Decembe'_r 1974,
Kurien presided over the Inter-

national Dairy Cengress in New’

Dellii—the first time this conferer ce’
wag he!d in a dcve]op*np natiop.
Desplte his - renown, Verghgsa
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Sporsored

Kurien still sees  himself “Gnly as
an ‘instrumept’.  Indian farmers,
he says, ‘have shown they cen
fashion a brichter future for them-
selves’.  Tribhuvapdas Patel, his
cld frierd, testifles that Kurien is
much too modest: ‘When hefirst
joined us in 1949, | thought it was-
fortunate for Kaira’s district; a
few years later, | felt Cujarat
State was lucky to have a man
like him; yesterday, it was good
for the whole country, and today!?
The world is beginning to realize
its indebtedness to him.'

Kurien will ba in Sfi Lapka for a
few days starting December 14,
He is rcheduled to address all
those interested in livestock and
Dairy Development at the BMICH
on December 15. But mere than
public speeches, Kurien will be
able to  help ecur Government
disentangle the numercus plans
and pregrammes—prepared by
vestad interests In the Agriculture
and Livestocle Development who
have been always at cross purp cses
because of petty departmental
rivalries. The veterinarians Fave been
at the throats of the animel Hus-
bandrymen and the agriculturists
and all of them have scorned the
research scientists. And so on and
so forth. The nett result is  that
Livestock and Dairy industry in
Sri Lz k‘1 kas gone round in cIrcle;.
for well over 40 years.

B T o e e e = S S

-As Tribune has pointed out, the.
National Livestock Develor ey rEoa-
rd (NLDB) re-structured after July
1977 has done an excrllent job of
worle  within itz limited pursjew.
The NLDB, however. cennet do
the work of a WNatiopal Daity
Development Board, nor can it
organise dairy and livestock co-
operative schemes on the Arapd’
model. Livestock and Dairy Deve-
lepment in Sri larka has fo be'
rescued from the Veterifzriars, ﬁg-:
rlculturists and Asimal Hu=“?rdry-‘
men who have been at war wWith'
each for three decades'and more.”
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IN THE TUB
by Diogenes

Waves And
Vibrations

' The Master in one of his deep
‘contemplative moods saw waves
and vibrations completely enve-
loping everything on this earth.
He found that couptries, nations
and men are subject to their force
and there are magnetic fields and
every mapn is right in the ceptre
of ope. Newton discovered the
law of gravitation but Diogenes
saw how these waves and vibra-
tions affected the lives apd fates
of nations. Human beings are
sHected by such waves and vibra-
tions, surrounding them, and so
are npations and countries affectad.
This Is a fact still outside the full
comprehension of sclentists. It
ls pot seen nor observed by the
naked eye but evolved beings like
Diogenes see these forces at work.
They are like the thin strands of a
cobweb, 80 thin that they cannot
be detected even with the aid of
the ‘nstruments of a scientist.
The laws of men are enforced by
the force of arms. The eternal
Law of Cause and Effect is worked
through these unseen strands. These
are the strands that determine
the lives of all beings, nations, em-
pires and civilisations.

Diogenes saw how the great
teaching of the PBuddha, Christ
and Mohamed and their lives on
this planet had set .these waves
and vibrations as a neat pattern
for the benefit of mankind. They
have however been disturbed ever
thereafter, Every act aad every
thought of man affect these strands
pot only surrounding him but
also his fellow beings.
For instance there has pever been
3 house or abode on earth in which
any being prospered If there has
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been in that house or abode mue-
der and bloodshed. The waves
and vibrations disturbed therein
affects the lives of all those who
live In It thereafter causing misery
and misfortune to them even
though it was pot they who dis-
turbed these strands.  Similarly
in a relatively much larger context
in a tiny island like Sri Lanka the
blood of innocents 2nd the sighs
of those who are left to mourn
and lament have put these strands
into an utter disarray. The lamen-
tations of the bereaved, the snirits
of men, women 2nd children burpt
and murdered, the shame of the
raped and the destitution of the
robbed, have caused the waves
and vibrations to shake and quiver
without design or pattern and all
this is taking place in this island
of the Dhamma. !

Diogenes could see something
like a mist caused by Injustice,
violence, sin and hypocrisy hanging
over the blessed island like a fune-
ral pall covering an open ceffin.
The Master was able to see that
the casket was in the shape of Sri
Lanka and the nation lying In It
stone dead while a few mealy
mouthed Sri Lankans were singing
thelr own praiss, These hardly
audible psalms were being drow-
ned by the loud lamentations of
the llvlng' and the dead. The waves
and vibrations were swinging zig
zag inviting cyclones and floods
and every kind of natienal disaster
and they were causing planes fly-
ing over the land to lose their
direction and bearings as within
the Bermuda Triangle. What the
Master saw distressed him greatly.
There wsre tidal waves, pestilence,
famine and mountains that kept
tumbling do'm. It is not some
God that has cursed this blessed
igland and her people.'lt is a case
of the waves and vibrations being
violently disturbed and these dig-
asters, Diogenes felt, could only
be averted by righteous deeds

&
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Some Thoughts On $ri Lankd

and not by mere righteous words.
The npatives must go en mourn-
ing and the sinners ameng them
must cease ‘to deceive themselves
and the people. They must repeat *
and wesh their defiled hands be-
fore it is too late. Let there be an
end to righteous talk. It is pow
time for righteous deeds and only
then will Sri Lankz pnot be cheated
of her great destiny.

With such thoughts, Diogenes
cosed his eyes and thought he
saw the glory that will be Sri Lagka.

X X X

LETTER

Acid Bomb
Explosion *

Sir,

Tribune should be congratulated
for bringing out James Goonewar-
dene’s new story and thereby a vast
gap in the literary fleld gets filled.
The pest independence period which
should have been a period of prolific
writing that marked many changes
and crises has on the cortrary been
one of lethargy without niatching
up to the colonial era, Besides,
current writing had also the ten-
dency to just follow and imitate
ancient regime without such mearing
and even my good friend James
coultn’t get over the hangover
at the start but now he seems to 3
be taking his own line and readers
could only wish him well.

A. E. GUNAWARDENA.

44, Dharmapala Mawaths,
Colombo.
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CHINA

CHINESE LEADERS SPLIT

 OVER MAQO'S TEACHINGS!
L‘_ Tokyo, November 19,

‘The Chinese Communist Party

~ leadership is apparently divided over

the current czmpaign to reassess
the importance of the tezchings of

~ the late Chairmap, Mao Tse-tung

according to a Japanese news
report from Peking quoting
observers. Tne observers quoted by

* Kyoda News Servicesaid the division

was batween the party mainstream,

“led by Chairman Hua Kuo-feng and

Vice-Chairman Teng Hsiao-ping, and
by Vice-
Chairman Wang Tung-hsing, Mao’s
former bodyguard, and his followers.
The split surfaced about 10 days ago
Kyodo said, when a wall poster
appeared in Peking, accusing the
party's theoretical Journal, Red Flag
of failing to join the current
Mao's teachings
between

report

on the
practice and truth.

relationship
The

' 'said the Red Flag was believed ** to be
upder the strong influence!of Mr.

L1}

Wang.” In sharp coptrast, reports

from Peking said, the People’s Daily .
| 'kept the campaign alive subsaquently
i with an article and editorial on a

reassessment of M-o's teachings. A
series of recent party decisions con-
sisting of a re-examination of the
*“Tien An Men Square incident”

of 1976, In which many persons pay-
ing homage to the late Premier Chou
En-lai were arrested, and 2 czll for

A the rehabilitation of many disgraced

““ reactionaries ™ ‘was mada public
soon after Mr. Teng returned from 2
tour of Thailand, Malaysia and
Singapore. Peking's official Hsinhua
"News Agency said that people in Nan-
king and other parts of Kiangsu pro-

~ vince, who had beep * persecuted

+9

under the Gang of Fourfor honouring
Premier Chou Ep-lai and opposing
the gang, must be rehabilitated.”

. This was the decision of the Kingsu

Provincial Committee of the Chi-
nese  Communist Party.—A.P,
=K =X, —=X—
PEKING POSTERS PRAISE

TENG, CRITICISE MAO.

Peking, Noy. 21,

Big character posters have ap-
peared here claiming that the late
Premier Chou En-lai was the onply
leader to have protected the Chi-
nese people during 10 years of

“facism’ from 1566, Alongside was _

anather poster directly, attacking
the late Chairman Mao Tse-tung
for his alleged support to the
ousted “gang of four.”” The pos-
ters demanded the cetting up of a
coinmittee to  inquire
bloody riots at Peking's Tien. An
Men Square in April 1976 and to
find ourt who was responsible.
Local residents have been jostling

all day to read the posters and

take notes. The posters seemed to
raise embarrassing new questions
about the riots and the writers
said they were not satisfied with
the recent declaration that they
were heroic revolutionary actions

instead of counter-revolutionary, as

they were [abelled at the time.
The 1976 disturbances in Peking are
being glorified along with similar
outbursts in other citles, as popular
opposition to the gang which was
then at the height of its influence.
The riots were followed by the
removal from office of Senfor
Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping—res-

tored to all his old positicns last .
year—and. the gang was arrested
in October 1976, a month -after

Mao died.

The Chinese media has so far

portrayed Mao as a victim of the

gang, which Is |said to have kept
him in the dark in recent it yedrs.
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into the -

But the posters ‘geemed degignad
to suggest, withatit .naming him,
that he played a more active role.
One poster has been on a wall ona
Peking main ‘avenue for more than
24 hours—leading diplomats to spe-
culate that it had some kind .of
official gupport—and says that
Mao, “because his thinking was
metaphysical during his old age
and for all kinds of other reasens,
supported the gang of four in. rais-
ing their hands to strike down
Comrade Teng Hsiao-ping.” _Postl'e:rs
written by werkers at an instru-
ments factory and workers at a
factory run by the Chinese Acade-
my of Sciences sought a. full
judicial investigation of the riots.

_The workers at the academy fac-

tory addressed their poster to.the
Sup 'eme Court and the Supreme
Procurator (legal investigator) ag;d
told of how they were arrested,
jailled and persecuted after laying
a wreath in Tien An Men in me-
mory of - Premier Chou . En,-la.i.
They named 2 pumber of mlnor
officials whom they wanted .are
rested and ‘tried _in conng_c_:tlpn
with  the riots and listed their
demands: the setting up of a grand
jury to hold an open trial apd
punish those Invulved. an Investr-'
gation of the “true nature™ of -
the disturbances and the rehabili-
tation of all those arrested with
compensation for people who suf-
fered. The poster probably .was
prepared before the week-end an-
nouncement that, _all 388
peonle  arrested in Peking
had been exonerzted.. .The poster
written by workers at the instrus '

_ments plant ealled Mr. Teng “the '

still-living . Chou En-lai, the great
Marxist whom the Chmase pmpla :
love and - respecc

A, R,
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SOVIET REPORT OCF SPUIT
IN CHINESE LEADERSHIP

if_lascow. Nov. 21.

In what Is believed to be a new
charge here, the Kremlin now says
it sees “differences’’ emerging bet-
ween Chairman Hua Kuo-feng and
Deputy Premier Teig Hsias-ping
in China. Western sources
here believe it is the first time
‘Saviats have polatzd so blu tly to
policy splits in the top Chizess
feadershio. The charge escalates the
fisrca Soviet verbal attacks on the
pot-Mao  Tseetusg  leadership
which now are back to full pitch
agzain after a slight lull in recent
weeks. Tt also comesat a time when
Moscow is trying to block Chinese
influence in South East Asia by
‘boosting Vietnamese foreign poli-
¢i~g, and by warning 'ndonesia, the
Philippines, Malaysia, Si gasore and
Thailand a7ainst Chinese blandish-
mants. The new Soviet charge
clalms both perso-al a=d polizy diffe-
pences between Chalrman Hua a-d
Mr. Teng. While these are pot
‘spelled out in datail, they are said
ta involve relations with the
Upited States and other countries;
as well as the modernising of Chinese
industry, agriculture, defence and
science and technology. It cannot be
riled out the Soviets say, that such
disputes will continue to grow. The
charge comes in the latest, lengthy
“griticism of Chinese internal poli-
cles, written by an official Tass news
‘agency commentator and published
in the party newspaper Pravds
October, 29.

The rest of the Pravda article given
prominent display on the news
paper’s main foreign news page, was
devoted to an analysis of the purges of
central and provincial party and
government leaders now going on in
China.  Headlined  “Instabillty
Remains.” it saw the purges as the

result of Mr. Teng's gaining revenge
on those supperters of *'the Gang
of Four” whao kept him out of pgwer
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during the Cultural Reyolution.
While Pravda does not explicitly say
0. the implication is that Mr. Teng
is pushing ahead with the purges,
a1d moderaisiyg industry and the
Army, whereas Chalrman Hua
mig't be more reluctan: to go so
far So fastis..

— Christian Science Monitor..

—X— —X— —X—
CALLING TENG TO BECOME
LEADER

Tokyo, November 23.

An apparent call for Vice-Premier
Teng Hsiao-ping to take over the
Chinese leadership was made in wall
posters which appearea on Central
Peking today. According to the
Japanese News Agency Kyoda, the

The World Today

posters reminded the Chinese that
they had enjoyed a peaceful and plea-
sant existence during the 28 years
Premier Chou Ep-lai was in power.
with Teng as his deputy. But this
peace was shattered ia April 1976
when ceremonies of Peking's Tien-
anmen Square to mark Chous
death turned into riots which were
brutally put down. Teng was dis
missed from all his offices two days
later, but since has bzen reipstated.
“ All the people would fee] at ease
under Teng Hsizo-Ping’s leadership,”
the postars said. They also czlled for
the dismissal of unnamed “ big shots
who were responsible for crushing
the Tienanmen protesss in which
a number of people were reportedly
killed. The reference to the “lea-
dership ' role of Tenz comes agzinst
the background of a letter sent by

Mao Tse Tupg shortly before his

SLEEPLESS NIGHTS

A reader has sent us this note: *“‘Some weeks ogo there wos an
INSIGHT Story in the Weekerd on the Morquito Menace but the contents
centered mueinly on Malaria and Filaria. Surely, these are wwo minor verig-
tions of the major preblem. From the talk of casual labour up to managerial
staff, wherever one goes today, it i5 the same old story, now delivered with a
Jittle bit of verom. Masquitces—no sleep—tired next day—output drophing—
all because of the wretched mosquito. A combination of the result of sleebless
nights with the number of holidays enjoyed in this country should put poid
to developiment plans. Can tne authorities not make a concerted effort on
the worst affected areas and also provide sections of househclders, equipment
and raw marerial with which to control the menace in their own greas?™

An excellent suggestiop. At least the raw material will be actually
sprayed—otherwise it is usually sold by those employed to spray. There
has been a permanent and continuous invasion for some years now of
the air space in and around Colombo by billions and billions ef mesquitces.
The ladies and gentlemen employed by the Municipalities and Town
Councils to eradicate mosquitoes comfort the victims by saving that
the mosquitoes in and aroupd Colombo are not carriers of Malaria. But,

into mosquito pets. They are environmentalised to swirling fans and
evan to air-conditioning. However, in the outstations, where the Anti-
Malaria Department is in charge, mosquitoes have been physically eliminated.
‘And In thece areas malaric has once again been eradicated. Very soon
mosquitoes and malaria will disabpéug from all jungle and rural areas—
and remain only in urban areas where the local authorities are in charge of
‘mosquito fighting. Prime Minister Premadasa must do semething.

MOSQUITO MENACE 4

they buzz, bite and sting. They keep everybody awake. They creapt
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China

‘death to Hua Kuo-Feng in which the
Chairman reportedly sald he would
feel at ease if Hua tosk coritrol when
Mao died.” Hua eventually became
Prime Minister and Party Chairman.
The letter was used by Hux's sup-
porters as proof that their man was
®he persoral choice of Mao. The Tie-
‘anman demonstration is the cejitral
theme of a wall poster canpaign
which began in Peking on Sunday-

‘According to China watchers
here the posters are directed aga'nst
opponerits of Taj:g, who was the most
prominent political victim of the
riots. Teng was later rehabilitated
by Hua and observers here say the
Vice-Premier’s supporters are now
out for revenge.

The biggest casua'ty in the
apparent reassessment of the Tiep-
‘anmen incident is Wu Teh, recently
dismissed as Peking Mayor. It was ke
who ordered the crackdo»n against
the ricters. Today's wall posters
said that rehabilitation of those
politicians who fell into disgrace fol-
lowing the demonstrations was not
sufficient. The posters called on
the authorities to reveal the names
of the “big shots™ behind the
*“oppression.” They sald that in
capitalist countriss ' big shots”
had been charged in connection with
scandals like Watergate and the
Lockheed Bribery Affair. Observers
here believe tha main target of the
campalgn could be Wang Tung-Hsing,
a communist pa“ty vice-chairman,
who has been accused of faili, g to
speed up the new evaluation of Mao's
teachings.

¥

INSIDE CHINA

-China’s Three

Immeortals

W. Lionel Fernandeo

This article was wrltten
soon after the author’s re-
turn from a tour of China
in August 1978, Since thcn
marny devclopments have
taken place in Ch'na. The
Chou En-lzi cult kas gained
considerable momentum,
Vice Premier Teng Hsizo-
ping, nominee of Premier
Chou En-lai for :uccession,
disgraced during Mao's
time (when thke gang of
four was wielding power)
has ga'ned in strength. Wall
Posters have come up criti-
cising Chairman Mao and
questioning the appeint-
mont of Hua Kuc-feng as
Cheairman of the C CP, Com-
mander of the armed forceos
ard Premier of State Coun-
cil is under scrut'ny.

The - author W. Licnel
Fernardo was in Peking in
1957-58 as tke Private Socre-
tary of the first Sri Lanka
Amkbasszdor tc Chira, Later
he jcined the Infcrmation

Department whken Mr.
S. W. R. D. Bandararzike
was Primc Minister. After

his retirement from the Fub-
lic Service he was Editor,
Ceylon Observer uatil July 1977,

" ~=Ed.

SOON AFTER CHAIRMAN MAO'S
DEATH the question In parlours
politics was ** what next in Chiga 2",
This same questien was put by me to
#n Asian Ambassador in Peking. “Will
there be any changes in Mao’s poli-
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cies,” | asked him. * One thing is
certain,” he saia, “* there will never.
be z de-Mactization in. Chlr.a 8 it
hacpened to Stalin in the ch!eg‘
Union. Ckina can never be without
a Mao. Even when a change Is con-
terplated, the leaders resort to
the v ritings of Mao for that change,

They quote him in support of any
such move. They will never follow
the Moscow line in regard to Hao

The new leadership may want to
put right some of the decisions taken
by “the garg of four" in the name of
Mao when actually he was not fune-
tloning physically durirg the last,
few years of his life. Even these
changes will be in accordapce wlth

the teachings of Mac.” 2

Political observers raised this
same jssue and thought that events
that follewed Maos death op
September 9, 1976 were the begin-
nings of the end of Maoism in China.
Some thought that the purge of
the gang of four” amoupted to a
" postl urous military coup against
Mao*" while some others theught
that the deMaotization process had
already begun and that “by the
1990's the Chirese political atmos-
phere can be expected to be heavy
with stagpation, elitism, bureaucra-
tism and related ills."”

These views, however, were not
shared by mary students of Chirese
politics. For Instance. a Profescor of
Political Science of Strpferd Uni-
versity, Mr. Harry Hardirg, Ir., the
author of several publishrd zrticles
and menegraphs on Chinese poli-
tics coes not share thisyiew. He loes
not think that China will follow
Soviet example. He says: " for one
thing Mao is more a Lenin than a
Stalin; he was the principal founder
of the Chinese Communist move-
ment and It would be extracrdln?r’ly
difficult to kesp the moverent
Intact if its founder was denour-ced.

For another, there Is no real need to
condemn Mao: scapegoats have alres
ady been found for most of his errors,
and his writlngs are complex enough
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that they can bs manlpulatad to
justify virtually any policy. The costs
to the party of renouncing Mao would
be inflnitely greater than any pos-
sible eains. A much more likely
possibility is that Maoism while
mrintained officially as the ideolo-
gical basis of the Chinesa political
system, might gradually become
I'autinlzed. losing much if its role
as a guide to policy-making 2nd
pollﬂcal action and serving mors
ag a meaps of legltlmatmg policies
a_rrlv_ed at pragmatically.”

IN CHINA three names are still
held in reverence, Mao Tse-tung, Chu
Teh and Chou En-lai. They are im-
mortalised In China. Mao is a2 god
to them, the inspirer of their iife ;
their sayiour. Nipe hundred million
people sing in his preise eyery day.
They owe the success of their
struggle and tre vietory over the
.enemy to him. They owe their ‘ glo-
rious new life’ to him. He is their
teacher and father. Foliowing him
their life will be hapreir and richer,
they say.

His statues, more than life-size,
have come practically in every city
in the country. All jublic buildirgs
have his bust or his full figure in lerge
sizes made in marble. Millions pay
_homage to his remains in the Peking
‘Mausoleumn which is open to tha
publ‘c three mornings 2 week. |
watched how thousands of men and
“women, both Chinese and forelgners
wait Ipatlently from esrly morning
on those days in long queues som:-
‘times three-deep to get a glimpse
of this great man. who has brought
new life to them.

“Erected in Tien An Men Square.

_work on this maiestic structurs had
commenced in Nnvemi—er 24, 1976
‘and It was completed on May 241977.
At the entranee to the Hall Iswritten
“In Chairman Hua’s handwriting in
‘Chiness characters “ The Chairman
‘Mao Memorial Hall.”

_On the first anniversary of Mao's
death, Chairman Hua reflected the
views of the Chinesc people when
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‘En-lai predeceased him.

first elght lived.

he said a¢ the Commemorating
meeting: “¥We may pow assure
our great leader and teacher Chair-
man Mao, that under the leader-
ship of the Party Central Com-
mittee, the whole party, the whole
army and the people of all natio~
nalities in the country, adhering
to the Party’s basic line, are advane-
ing in big strides confidently and
unswervingly along the road of
contipting the revolution under
the dictatorship of the proletariat
as Chairman Mao indicated.."All
attempts by class enemies at home
and abroad to cause our Party to
change its Marxist-Leninist line,
which were formulated by Chair-
man Mao, are merely re-actionary
day-dreams.... We must cherish
the great banner of Chairman
Mao as our precious heritage and
hind it oa from generation to
geperation.”

CHU-TEH, Commander-in-chief
of the Army and Premier Chou
These
three men are eternal in China
and will always be remembered
as the architects of modern China.
Chu Teh 'was above all a military
man and could not be described
as a people’s man as Chou En-lai
was. From the time of the War of
Rosistance asainst Japan (1937-45),
he had associated himself with
Mas and has been a member of the
Communist Party. Born to a pea-
sant family, Chu Teh grew in po-
verty and learpt from his mother,
as hegays to struggle against diffi-
cultics, Having gone through
hardships at home he was able to
weather more of them in his career
of 30 years of revelutionary acti-
vity. It wasg his mother, he says,
who ga.\fe him a strong constitu-
tion and the habit of hard work.
To tell his story in his own words:
"“Mother gave birth with meto thir-
teen ehildren. Asthe family was too
poor to support them all, only the
The latter five
were drowned at birth. Each time
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it left a searing pain in her, but
she had no other way out.”
Chu Teh was very fond of his
mother and her loss was irreparable
to him. He says: ““Mother has left
me for ever. | will never see her
again. Her death is an irreparable,
loss.  Mother was an ordipary
person, one of millions of the
Chinese working people. Yet it is
these millions who have made
and zre still making the history of
China. How can | repay my mother’s
kindness? | will continue to be
loyal to our nation and people
and the Chinese Commupist Party,
their hope, so that others like
her will have a hagpy life. This Is
what | can do and will do. May
my mother rest in peace.” Contil
puing he says: “As the Chinese
revolution developed, my ideology
underwent more changes. When
| found that the Chinese Com-
munist Party was leading the
revolution in the correct direction,
I joined it.” o

To THE MILLIONS of Chinesa
people, Chou Ep-lai is “our res-
pected and beloved Premier. " No
other leader in China is referred
to with such affection. He is their
idol. Numerous poems and songs
have been written in his praise,
Articles recalling his exemplary,
life and his close touch with the
people, his friendship with the
third werld and his efforts to esta-
blish friendly ties with all nations
appear in the Chinese press. As |
watched the people’s reaction to
his memory, | thought a Chou En-lai
cult was in the offing which some
observers think may finally crystal-

lize in 2 Mao-chou Enlai-lai cult, ** .

The first shot agazipst the “gang
of four” which brought =zbout
its dowrfall was fired by Chou
En-lal when he summoped the
veteran cadres of the Shantung
province to Peking and drew up
a ten-point programme against them.
The “gang of four'" had its dagger

§
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treatment.

3 ‘Pl.lb“c
were bannad and the coverage of
-the- fuperal in the Chinese press

Chine Revisited

at him. They tried to {rame him
and even interfere with his medical
Being in charge of the
mass media, they saw to it that no
publicity or memorizl articles were
allowed at the time of his death.
demonstrations of grief

blacked out.

But today a permanent Exhibi-
tion in his memory has been set up
in Tien-An-Men Square on the
East side of Mao’s [Mausoleum.
This Exhibition, which is 2 perma-
nent feature in Peking is housed
in 2 separate section of the. Museum
of Chinese History and Chinese
Revolution apnd is tsrmed “The
Exhibition in Memory of Comrade
Chou Ep-lai."" As one enpters tha
hall a huge oil painting of the three
leaders, Mao, Chu Teh and Chou
En-lai strikes your eye. An English
speaking girl takes you round-
explaining to you the 1000 odd re-
lies, documents and pictures in
the Exhibition Hall. Going thro-
ugh haif of the Exhibition, her
place is taken. by apother girl. It
takes quite alopg time to go through
every item.

- Articles of Chou Ep-lai’s daily
use sre prominently displayed in
the Exhibition i separate enclo-
sures. In one epclosure are his
darped socks, patched shirts apd
towels, two rairs of leather shoes
of twenty years, his mug, tooth
brush, sock-darning block are in
this enclosure. The bed which he
used In hospital especially made
enabling him to go through official
papers and have meals without
having to move about and the
special pair of eloth shoes are also
there. This pair of shoes had been
gpecially made for him because,
at the last stages of his life he
eold not' wear leather shees
owing to. the swollen nature of
hig feet. The articles in his room
at home, his' bed, weriting and

k

conference table, his bock case

are all there.

Though born to arktocracy and
with a foreign education in France
and’ Germany, the exhibition shows
the frugal life followed by Chou
Ep-lai as a revolutionary.
Exhibition also preserves the bed-
table made for him to have It fixed
to his bed' when he was in hospital
for him to go through a-d cor-
rect official documents. The Ex-
hibition is in four parts showing
his young days, his activities during
the N=w Democratic Revolutionary
period and the period of socialist
revolution and construction and
finally the “Eternal Glory to Com-
rade Chou Ep-lai.” A book en-
titled "Selected Photos in  Me-
mory of Chou En-lai’”" earrying 800
photographs with caotions des-
cribing Chou Epn-lai’s life has also
been published in China.

S,
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CHINA REVISITED=I
After 22 Years

by Nikil Chakravarthy
Editor, **Mainstream®’, New Delhi.

THE NON-STOP FLIGHT FROM
BOMBAY to Peking was cemfor-
table apd provided restful seven
hours to ponder over many thou-
ghts that came crowding upen
me. © To visit any country after
twenty-two long yerrs Is ordinarily
a matter or excitenient, but China
is a different world altogetner.
How much has happened in these
intervening  yerrs—mistinderstand-
ing, annoyance, bitter polemics
and even blood was shed In armed
conflict.  Inside China and India,
convulsiors have ¢ome and gone,
stability has given place to up-
certainty, mighty glants have de-
parted and new leaders have sur
faced. How 'could everything be:
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the same again, and yet why should
there be animosity in perpetuity og
either side of the High Him:layas?

As the Swissalr took me due
east—over-flying  Aurapgabad, Nag-
pur, Calcutta and Chittagong—
and then a sharp turn to the porth~
over the mighty Meckong river,
the city of Kunming with its stepe-
flower garden, the steel centre of

Wouhan with its blast furpaces—

and on to Peking, once the imperial
czpital and now of a late-coming
world power, replacing Confucius
by Commupnism—! wondered 1f ' |
would be breathing the same re-
laxed 2air of 1956, Where are t'®
old friends and comrades? Would
it at all be discreet even to en-
quire about them? MHow ghould
I measure what might strike me as
new and above all, what thoughts
dominate this country where aver
900 milllon people live today?

The faces of feilow pagsengers
betrayed no such worries: a large
contingent of Cerman business exe-
cutives and engineers of various
denominations, 2 strange assorts
ment of sentimental revolutic
naries from different corpers of
Western Europe.  With them
from Bombay threc executives of

jour proud HMT whose thodest

appearance could hardly betray their
standing, came along with this
wandering jourpalist. It was in~
deed 2 journey into a stange twi-
light weithout being sure Wwhen
the night would fzll or the day
break,

The very first impression op
landing at the airpecrt dominated
by larger-thap-life portrait of Maa;
was that the new building though
recently copstructed  bears 4
stfiking resemblance to &ny olds
style Sovlet alrport with its huge
tolumped hall &nd portico outside.
The leng drive to the eity Inter
spersed with otcasionsl heardings be-
aring Maa's quotations, is lined withy
thick rows of trees on- both sidesy
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“7- And this remalned a edntinuing
dAmpression from Peking down to
Canton right up to the Lowu
frontier post, that a.ﬂ:restatiun has
been taken up in Chigd in a mapner
_\h_'_hi:_h apy coustry c<an emulate
with profit. ~We have our
“ceremonial  vanamahotsavas  fol-
lowed up, mcre often than not,
by ‘the wiplings being equally
"unceremoniously eaten up by stray
crttle since nobody is put in charge
to look after them.

Enter the newly laid out dip-
lomatic ejclave, so different from
the old Legation quarters with
thair musts pre- revolutionary
smell. These enclaves 2re perhaps
easy to look after—or watch over—
by the Chiness security authorities,
reminding one of Mapila's up-town
*“yillages’ where the rich live away
from the eyesore of poverty—in
the case of Pekiag, away from
being infected by the ferment
thatls Chlna today.

Not that the diplomatic curps
has_aiways been left in peace: at
“the height of the Cultural Revolu-
tion, the British Embassy had to
bear the brupt—part of its building
was set on fire, which neither
Sh]rley ‘Williams net Edmund Dell
durlng their current visits with

;)e:l:atlans of Chinese bonanza
would have liked to be reminded
about. Those ultra-revolutionary
nightmares left their mark not
only on the ‘“arch-revisionist"
Soviet Embassy put virtually seige,
but the Ipdian Embassy as well,
with any amount of harassment
which = spared neither the
senlor nor the junior officers of
our mission at the time,

THESE ARE of course things of
the past which the Chinese in
their present euphoria of Four
Modarnisations prefer to keep aside.
And our Embassy under the per-
ceptive and widely respected gud-
ance of Ambassador-Narayanan and
E.ls' hand of alert but extremely
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{evel-headed - officers—exuding both
warmth and diligence—has earped a
standing In the diplomatic set, even
if it does not belong to the tribe
f extra-favourites of the Peking
Estnblishment.

An amusing case of one of these
most-favoured ~ missions  falling
from grace could b2 seéeq in ‘the
treatment received by Albania, Long
hailed as the unshakable outpost
of Maoist Marxism fearless'y hold-
ing out against the coupter-re-
volutionary Europe, Albaqia
has now earned the wrath of the
present powers-that-be In . Peking.
The huge mansion that has been
built by the Albiniaps for their
'Embassy in Peking Is still vacant
as the Chinese authorities have
not yet handed over the keys to
the paughty Albanians. Meanwhile,
thé go-called Liaison Office of
the US—already known in popu-
lar parlance as the American
Embassy—with its fast expanuing
activity, Is in search of more ac-
commodation, and one would not
be surprised if the sprawling build-
ing meant for the Albanians ulti-
mately falls to the lot of the Ameri-
cans. Unexpected hypertension,
they say, occurs in Peking’s fluc-
tuating  air-pressure,

Many things in Peking strike
one a3 new. The roads, at least
some of them, have been widened
beyond recognition.  Thousands
on cycles—many more than |
had seen in 1956. No taxis to hail,
the few are available oply by ap-
pointment, Coloured TV, but
confined to 4 few cities.

Peking's- Red Square the Tien-

.An-l"_‘[en has got a face uplift, and

the old Railway Station which |
‘had seen opposite to it in 1956
has .movad further up. Instead,
the wide vista in front of the Tien-
An-Men 1is flanked on one side

by the Great Hall of the People:

where all the major conclaves
are held snd by the Museun. of
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Ching- Revisted .

the Revolution and - History  én
the other: facing it at the other
end of the massive concrete square
is the Mausoleum of Mao Tse-tung.
lu front of the Mauscleum stands
the monument of the People’s
Heroes, the martyrs’ memotial,
the scene of demonstrations against
the then Establishment sometime
after Chou En-lai’s death in 1976.

THE HUGE PORTRAIT of Marx
and Engels at one end of the Square
and of Lenin and Stalin at the
other end, stand where they were
when | had seen them twenty-two
years - aso—mute  wimesses to

i

waves of turbulence In between.

Peking Hotel has been modernised
and the signboards oa many of
the shops and establishments bear
their names not oply in Chinese
but Roman script as well—a new

innovation not for the benefit of

the tourists | am told, but as part
of the drive for modernisation
making: the Chinese familiar with
the script that will help them to
tnow more than two thirds of
the world. Hindi fanatics in our
country may gain from it, If they
are in a mood to learn.

There are a number of things

common to our world which is missing .

in the Chinese scene. No birds to
greet you in the freshness of the
morning! but millions of crickets
chirp in chorus. There was a Spar-
row Extzrmination drive at the
time of the Grest Leap Forward
to swve grain stocks, but it led to
imbalance in environment @7 insects
grew in Dbillions, there being no
birds to psek them. Only in the
thick patch of
Embassy compound, | could see a
ceuple of sparrows enjoying the
maorning sun.

Except for the foreigners, nobody
takes milk or butter in China—
not even the Mandarins

trees in the Indign:

in the. _

days of old—and one can. hardly '

see any cattle in’ the countryside

I



Political imprisonment

or potato In the meal—part of the
Chinese culture which preceded
the Cultural Re\r‘olutlan._

if one notices the absepce of
birds or pet dogs, or of butter

ond potate, what hits the outsider

most Is the conspicuous =zbsence
of poverty in the China of today—
as impression sharply embogssed
as one reaches there frem the
world outside, from India for
instance. The eighty-two year
old retired peasant in the Ever-
green Commupe, twenty kilo
meters outside Peking, would pot
stop narrating his searing desti-
tution under the landlord's heel
in the days before liberation, asd
if he is engrossed today in the
worship of Mao to the point of
deification, there is good ground
for it. As he looks around at the
wide open fields beyond his per-
sonal vegetable garden, he looks
pupon them as the dream of his
forefathers having =2t last come
true. :

This is the secret of the sus-
tenance thst keeps China going
desite the twists and turns which
her millions have gone through
so far.

(To be Continued)

—-0— —-O- -0~

SNIPPETS

I. He that hath wife and chiidren
hath given hostages to fortune; for
they are impediments to great en-
sterprises, either of virtue or mis-
chief, —Francis Bacon.
=0= =0- -0-
2. Being a husband Is a whole-time
job. That is why so many husbands
fail. They cannot give their whole
attention to It. = —E, A. Bennett.
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15

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF

CHINA

Report On Political
Imprisonment

Ampesty Interpatiopal is a2
worldwide human rights
movement which works impar-
tially for the release of priso;ers
of conscience: men and women
detained anywhere for their
beliefs, colcur, ethnic origin,
sex, xeligion or language, pro-
vided they have neither used
nor adyocated violence. Am-
nesty Internatio;,al opposes
torture and the death pepal'y
in all cases without reserv.tion
and advocates fair and prompt
trials for all political priscners
Ampesty Interaational s im
dependent of all goveriments,
political factions, idzologies, eco-
nomic interests and  religious
creeds. It is financed by it
membership and by subscrip-
tions from all parts of the world.
Ampesty International has
copsultative status with the Uni
ted Nations (ECOSOC), UNE:S-
CO and the Courcil of Eurcpe
has co-cperative relations wit:,
the Inter-American Commis-
sion en Human Rights of the
Organization of American Sta-
tes, and has observer status
with the Organization of African
Unity (Bureau for the Place
ment and Education of African
Refugees).

AMMESTY  INTERNATIONAL on
Monday, 27 November 1578 puk-
lished a major report on political
imprisonment In the People’s Re-
public of China. The [76-page
report outlires In detall the coup~
try's.  constitutional,
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legal and -
penal systems under which sus-

pected political - dissenters ~ are
detained, interrogatea, triad
and punished without access to
fair trials and without safeguardg:

against maltreatment duripg
detention. : :
Al said it had submitted the

draft of Its report to the Chinese
goverpment in June 1978 and had
offered to publish any comments
or corrections from ti.e goverp-
ment.  “We have hzard nothing
from the Chinese authorities, des-
pite repeat.d efforts on our part,”
said Al. “H wever, within the last
month it has been reported in the
internationcl press that Chiung Hua,
President of China's Suprcme Court,
has said there are still many people
wrongfully imprizored in the ccuntiy,
and that ‘all sorts of excuses’ were
being uced to aveid reviewing mise
carriages of juitice. In a secies of

judic'al canfe e ces, he ha= reminded
officlals that the extract'on of forced

confessions is prohibiied and that

the courts ani police should deal

seriously with this problem.”

In a letter to Premier Hua Guo-
feng dated 2 November, Al pre-
sented  recommepdations  based
on ity report urging the Chinese
government to: (a) rejeal all laws
prescribing  adminlstrative  or
criminal ugishment for the non-
violent expression of beliefs; (b) es-
tablish formal safeguards to pre-
vent the torture or cruel, inhuman
or aegrading treatment of prisc-
ners; (c) abolish the death penalty;
(d) ensure that all persons currently
detained on pelitical grounds are
quickly brought to open trial be-
fore impartial tribupals where full
rights of defence are guaranteed;
(e) apply internationally-recognized
stapdards in accordance with the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the: United MNatiops Stans
dard Minimum Rules for the Treat
ment of Prisopers and other humu

< rights instruments.
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{HE Al REPORT is the regult.
of severs] years of intepsive re-
search. It draws on the case his-
tories of prisoners ‘of conscience
in {Chipa curpently under adoption
or investigation by Al, some of
whom are serving sentences rang-
ing from IS or 20 years to life
impfisonment. -Amopg therm® are
Lin- Xiling, a girl student arrested
in 1957 at the age of 20; Chamba
Lobsang: 2 Tibetan monk arrested
in 1959; Deng Qingshap, a young
peasant sentenced to 15 yeers
imprisonment ‘in 1970, ano others
detained for t:eir beliefs. The
report is also based on testimonies
of former prisoners who have been
held in labour camps and prisons
in different parts of the couptry.

The - report criticizes the exis:
tenee of legislation in China which
provides for political imprisonment
and says that laws. are loogely-wor-
ded and have been interpreted
broadly, permitting large scale im-
prisonment on pelitical grounds
(see report pages |-7). Upder the
Chinese constitution, certain cate-
gories of people, defined as “class
enemies” can be deprived of their
political and civil rights solely
on the basis of their "class origin®
or political background (see re-
port pages 7-13). ;

“The continuous ‘msss mobi-
lization campaigns' since the early
1950s have been used to identify
people dissenting from official poli-
ey, sald Al “These campaigns
have broadened the range of poli-
tical offences to the extent that
each of them has defined new
types of offanders according to the
politics of the period.” (see re-
port pages 13-31).

Al said it was concerned that
under Chine.e law; pre-trial des

tention Is unlimited once an arrest

warrant has been fissied by the
Public’ Secufity (police). The trial
does not pormally beghn' until the

detainee has “confessed” in writingdl ‘he past.: Howaver, Al safd’ the
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Political defendants are usually tried
in camera, or by *'mass public
trials’" where no defence is pog-
sible.  According to the report,
*Trials are a mere formality: rather
than ‘trials’, they are, in fact,
mzetings to announce the septence.’”
(see report pages 37-57).

CERTAIN POLITICAL OFFENDERS

said Al, could be punished by
compulsory labour without even
judicial Investigation (see report
pages 57-61). Formal punishments
range from a term of imgrison-
ment to execution. ‘‘Tne govern-
ment of the Peo.le’s Republic of
China is, today, one of those gov-
erpments which, in the last year,
has executed persons convicted of
political offences,”” Al said. The
report cites the case of He Chunshu
who wag sentenced to death ip
February 1578 for writing and dis+
tributing a “countar-revolu-
tiopary” leaflet. Accordipg to the
court notice, he had “‘obstinately
refuged to admit his crime", 2nd
was executed immediately after
sentencing (see report pages 61-6%).

Al emphesized that it was not
vossible to present a compre-
hensive portrait of detention
conditions prevailing in China at
any ope time due to 2 lack of de-
tailed information resulting, in part
from restrictions on the flow of
Information within the country (Cor-
rective labour and penal policy:
prison conditiops, see repcrt Chap-
ters 3 and 4). “Although,” said
Al, “to our knowledge there have
been constant complaints by pri-
soners about puniskments, insuffis
cient food 4nd inadequate medizal

i

care.

Al stated that its primary con-
carfn was the release of all prisopers
of conscience. It welcomed the
announcement that efforts are
being made in the People’s Re-
public of China to redress mis
carriages of justice committed in
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_ are coptinuing.

Prioeities: For: ngms =4

legislation providing for political «

imprisopment. is still in- force
and arrests on political grounds
“We would wel-
come any steps by the government
to review the laws and procedures
affecting the detention and treat-
ment of political offenders.

for 'non-viclent
beiicfs should be repealed”,

Al
=aid. 1

—X=  =X—

y S

All
~ provisions prescribing: punishment
expression of =
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SEVEN MILLION POOR—3

Employment
—train for work, not produce
unemployable on dole—

by R. Kahawita

THE OTHER VOICE we hear
today is the clamour for employ-
ment. Within the yeer gone by
we have taken steps to fiX many
in employment as anpounced at
various political meetings.  But
the employment provided is po
better, and no different to a gov-

ernment the people condemped.

Such employment is peither satis-
fying nor productive. It is dope
just to get rid of sorie one cla-
mouring at your door for a job,

‘any kind of job is what they ask

1o secure a morsel of food.

So we keep on plugging more
hands into every establish-
ment wh-ther extrz hands
are needod or noti Even to
the private sector an order
had gone out to [ncrease the
numbers employed by 10%.
There was no question of
increased producticn, effect on
consumer prices by such ad-
ditional idle hands, inflation
and such other repercussions
on our economy by increasing
employment without a reci
procal Increase in produes
tim‘ = iy e e T b
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Briorities Por Progress

Theré are several averiues avak
lable for employment with Ppro-
duetion and they are all short
term: to name a few, sugar cane,
cotton growing, market gardening
and may be a vegetable oil industry.

Instead we have several lopg term .

plans which will be years before
we get results. To satisfy the pre-
sent uUpemployed we must have
parallel plans—short term to ab-
sorb as meny as possible remember
we get 500,000 coming into the
labour market apnually. We must
adopt a different approach to set-
tle this problem from the pre-
vious government.

A good example of how they
did It is best illustrated by what
| experienced at 2 post office. At
the stamp counter thers was one
man to sell the stamp, another to
lick it, another to affix it to the
letter and yet apother to cancel
the stamp and throw it to the
despatch basket. What is the
outcome of this operation? There
are ‘four people after one loaf
of bread—Inflation, and we com-
plain that fish, meat, eggs, vege-
tables, . clothing etc., 7re searce
and conseguently prices are high.
The four persons have w be main-
tained on the fifteen cents stomp.
No wonder the postal service is
running at a loss, like many other
national ventures.

| do pot know whether we have

grasped the magnitude of the un-
employment problem and how em-
ployable even if we have the jobs
for them. If we did we will not
speak of increasing or multiplying
upiversity  educatiopal facilities.
| do not know how, but we seem
to believe that every boy and girl
should be put through a Univer-
sity course irrespective of the abi-
lity' of the student for higher edu-
catlon or employment opportu-
nities 'thereafter, or whether the
country needs such educatien and
in ‘such numbers to meet the natio-

nal peeds.- It may be popular poli+

i7

tics.  But it is not theseed of  the -

moment. If so, we will not see
ads ertisement for foreign Engineers.
Due to our short-sightedness it may
be necessary to import. technical
officers,  surveyars, agriculturists
etc., and then masons, carpenters,
fitters down to semi-skilled Igbour.

Today, if we look fer trained
draughtsmen, surveyors, architec-
tural draughtsmen, elec
trical; mechanical, civil technical
foremen, book-keepes, stenogra-
phers, typists, management assis-
tants, dress makers etc. etc., can
we get them? To push through
our many lopg term devalopment
programmes in five years we re-

quire an army of such trained men '
and women. The same problem-

is there in the private ssctor.
What are the teaching and training
facilities the ecountry has today?
Yet we speak of university
education in arts. humanities,
classics, history etc. This kind
of thinking would have been

quite in place during the good .

old drys, when liberal educa-
tion was & sine qua non to be
admitted to a leisured. soclety.
Today we must fit our educa-
tion to bread and Lbutter.

DURING THE YEAR the govern-
ment was in power, we have set
up Commissions and Committees
to investigate university educa-
tion, elementary education and
so on. Have we so far given any
thought to techpical and job orien-
ted teaching and traiping after the
‘GCE'O level and the school drop-
outs? Have we apgointed a come
mission or committee to investi-
gate into’ the mazppower shortage
in the techpical trades apnd artisan

" grades and take steps to set up
tralning facilities? Withoat this Tes- "

ser level ‘of “‘specialists how cre
we going to complete Mohaweli,

infrastructure for the Free Trade

Zone, Greater Colombo Develapment
plan, Housing_ programmes, Irrigo-
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tion  projects, agricuilurai

z!c'\w!obm
ment etc? ;

These are our omissions. So let-

us start an Intensive traiping pre~

gramme to meet ths country's -

neads bafore w2 embark op ex’
Let

panding university facilities,
us build schools 2nd teacher faci-

- lities at the village level and move -

up from there to the urban 2reas -

and diserict levels.
trade schools in  every village
council area so that the school”
dropouts could be trained in a
trade useful to the community
and not loiter in the village lanes
in search of employment or be
idle and qualify for the fifty rupex
dole as unemployables and upem-
ployed. let us start training thase

Let us organize -

boys end girls for employment aor

train them to be on their own, rather
than lead them to a university and
prevent their being unemployed. We

have alrecdy one and a half million -

‘of this class in our hands.
Yhat have we planned for this/

group? A fifty rupees a month
will not lead them anywhere. What

we have got to do is to train them
to ba employable. Therefore the
government must plan and imple-
ment a training programme so

that every year a certain number

of lemployable and trained boys
and girls are available to the coun-
try. Instead of paying Rs. 50/~ a
month for being unemployed, let
the government pay that allowance
to boys and girls who are being
tralned in Trades.

To implement a programme’

of this nature the government

must set up Training Schools
and Centres with buildings, eqg--

uipment and implements, and

teacher artisans and specia-
lists. Let us not start these
in the <«city and towns.

These schools and tr.ining cen-
tres must be in the villages,
electorates and the districts,
Buildings.
the redundant school
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vacant school bufldings after the
school take over and convert and
equip them to be trade schools.
There are over 400 buildings built
aduring the last regime called
Agricultural Development centres’”;
many of them are now abandoned
or partially occupied.  Convert
them ipto trade scheols. | am
certain about 300 of these build-

ings will be availrble for' imme-

diate ' conversion. Staff: There
are hupdreds of artisans who
have learnt the trade ip the hard
way. Thay know their cpions so
to say, though they may not be
educated in the bureaucratic way
of thinking. With a little bit of
revision, and training In teaching
methods, they can be deployed
in the traipning centres to start
with while we build up the train-
ing staff..  Equipment and imple-
ments: We have already admitted
that we have all the goodwill of
the world to help us in pushing
ahead with the development sche-
mes. So let us get the necessary
tools through these agencies, not
highly  sophisticated  ecuipment
but simple hapd tools or in the
alternative cut out the import of
cheese and cake and use that fore-
ign exchange to import trade
tools, required in these training
centres, :

To take off on a meaninaful
job orientated training pro-
gramme, we must make an
assassment of facilities avai-
lable and facilities to be prao-
vided. For this a Commission
or Cornmittee should be ap-
pointed within the shortest pos.
sible time, ro investigate, in-
quire 2nd make recommens
dztions to the government with
a target date if poassible to
commeanca tralning by the end
of this year. '

We HEAR of rumbiings and ten:
sion in the country due to our
omissions of not implementing short

term programmes to deal with’
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immediate problems.
let us not wait for an eruption.
What are the peeds of the mo-
ment! Priority one: bring down
cost of liviag to the common man,
cut out import of luxuries. Ips-
tead, liberalice import of food,
clothing and other esseptial goods
of the average citizen.  Throw
open the distribution and servic-
ing trades to the smalll traders
scattered In the rural areas as
many 45 can be accommodated.
Priority two: Ensure import of basic
needs regularly and in quantity
so that there is always a surplus:
enforce a prizing structure so that
the importer, distributor, retailer
and consumer are equaily bene-
fitted. Priority three: Local indus-
tries to be geared to produce the
needs of the average man. Any
spare machine time thereafter may
be used for expensive items. Pro-
vide zll the exchapnge necessary
to import the raw materials to
meet the first obligation. Priority
four: lncreage local product on
food items and set up facilities
for efficient traasjort and dist-i-
bution of market produce. Vege-
tables, meat, fish and eggs. Give
incentives to the private sector
to expand these services in the
ryral areas.

IN EMPLOYMENT, appoint
a commission to inquire into the
facilities available now to train
technicians in the Public and pri-
vate sector ipstitutions, training
institutions to be organised to
absorb post GCE school drop-outs
and post . elementary  education,
worlk out content, srope and
curricula for such training and
teaching institutions.

AND, appoint a committee to
find out ways and means of placing
the present unemployed youth in
self-employment and set up base
triining facilities prior to. place-
ment In self-employment.
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To do this -

Priorities for Progeess

The two committees to report
en practical schemes to epable the
government to take action on the
recominendations at the begipning
of 19/92. In the meastime, the
private sector should be requested.
to undertake training and provide

training facilities In their factorjes,

worikshops and work pleces.: To
encourags them to participate in
solvicg the netionzl problem of
unemployment, a scheme of income
tax relief cap be worked out to
benefit those participating in the
scheme ana produce rasults. What
the governmest is attempting to
do now in werker camps, ap-
prenticeship schemes, land arm-
ics will not produce the desired
results—a conteni and job
satisfied worker with « future.
We cannot afford te create
“dissidents.”

At the end of the year gone by
we have a backlog o1 unemployment
aroupd 209, of the work force,
very high prices for pormal con-
sumer goods,
items, low agricultural droductl-
vity ans the conssquent scarcity.
of vegetables etc. These are the
many problems we took over a
year 2go and these are the very
problems the people wanted the
new goverpment to solve for them.

~We have not dope this yet and
why a government capnot <o it
overnight the pecple will pot
understand and will pot brook
exp lanation. So let us create the
impression that a very purposeful
attempt is Leing made in our se-
cond year. But how! Wa have
sought goodwill from other pations
and that plenty of money is available
to us. So mopey is not the problem.
Tne problems are policy decisiens
and implementation thereof.

In the foregoing we have iiéted

what policy decisions are peeded -

2nd now let us reiteratc them:—
(2) Expand apd liberalize import
of consumer goods which we cla-
ssed 25 B group in the foregoing.-

scarcity of these .

i
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{b) Cpen the import of ' these
goods to the private sector also.
Allow the private sector to whole-
sale, distribute and retail them.
{c) Restrict and contrel the import
‘of non-essential copsumer goods.
Those who have the contacts and
facilities to import such items
let them break inwoc the import
and distribution of esseptial cor-
sumer goods. (d) Encouraze the
small scale trader to set up busi-
ness in the rural areas for selling
and buying: also to retail all ra-
tioned items of consumer goods.
(e) Develop the production,
‘price support and efective market-
ing of Group A. To achieve this
deploy a treined Agricultural and
livestock extersion service based
in the rural Agricultural communpi-
ties. (f) Appoint a committee to go
into the content, quality, levels of
training, training facilities, job
fixation of techpical and tradesmen,
teaching and training facilities for
techpical personnel, certificated
tradesmen, jurior grade management
levels, sub-grade specialist and re-
commend ways and means of achi-
eving a comprehepsive training pro-
gramme within the shortest possi-
bie time. (g) In the meantime, en-
list the corporation of the piivate
sector and government Institutions
updertake a crash programme of
trainlng in their offices, indus-
tries, %;tories. workshops, work
places. Offer them some scheme
of tax relief for such training. (h)
Finally set up a working group
within the Minstry of Planning
to follow the training schemes
and assess the results. (i) At cabinet
level a portfolio for youth affairs
and training for the purpose of
Policy making, implementation and
follow up should be created. We
sald so in our manifesto, a year ago.

Concluded.

Montreal.
26th August 1972,
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MARGINAL  COMMENTS

The Mathew

Fireworks
by Pertinax ;
MINISTER ~ CYRIL  MATHEW,

who hzs recently acquired a special
kind of notoriety by tilting  at
Tamil Windmills with a Sipnala
Lance of doubtful quality in the
style and manner of Don Quixote
of old, launched a new war, this
time in the fleld of education, in
the ' garden of fellow Minister,
Nissatka Wijeyeratpe. He was
assisted not by one dutiful Pancho,
but had three Panchos, to carry
the ministerial armour and hel-
met. In fact, it looked as if the
three Panchos had inveigled the
Don Quixotic minister to laupch
this new war,

It is necessary to place on record
the manner in which the battle
was joined. The Daily News on
Monday, November |13 had a front-
page lead entitled 4000 TAMIL
STUDENTS GIVEN HIGH MARKS
~INDUSTRIES  MINISTER., The
report read: “The main purpose
in spotlighting the discrepancies
found in the marking of Tamil
GCE (AL) papers was not intended
to create commupal dissention as
alleged by certain TULF MPs but
to bring to book the crime com-
mitted against a vast number of
pupils who sat the examination,
Mr. Cyril Mathew, Minister of
Industries and Scientific Affairs, told
a Press Conference on Friday. At
the 1977 GCE (AL) Examination
about 4000 Tamil students were
given high marks due to over-
marking of their papers by some
Tamil examiners, Mr. Mathew said.
Professor .P. P. G. L. Siriwardene,
Vice Chancellor of the University
of Sri Lanka, Professor l. K. P.
Ariyaratne, Professor of Chemistry
of the Vidyalankara Campus and
Professer Susantha de Silva were
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associated with the Minister &t
the Press Conference. Mr. Mathew
produced at the Press Conference,
the relevant Tamil Answer Scripts
which showed these over-mark-
ings and invited the Pressmen to
have a close look at them. Pro-
fessor Siriwardene answering a que~-
stion, said that where University'
places were concerned, every sin-
gle mark counted and one mark
could easily displace the positions
of at least 50 students. The Pro-
fessor said these discrepancies in
the Tamil answer scripts had been
detected at the re-scrutiny stage
in an answer, which had to be
given with diagrams. These scripts
had been picked at random and
resscrutiny was generally done by
One Chief Examiner and two
Assistant Examiners.”

Below this repcrt was a second
headline with equal promirence.
DISCREPA!\!CIES IN GSQ TAMIL
SCRIPTS MARKING, and =2nd the
report read: ‘'Discrepancies have
been suspected in the marking
of Tamil ‘answer scripts in
the 1977 General Science Quali-
fying Examination of the Pera-
deniya Campus of the Unpiversity
of Sri Lanka. A high percentage
of ‘A’ passes in the Tamil medium
indicates discrepancies. Forty five
Sinhala students sat this examina-
tion 2and their results indicated
that there were only two “A"
passes, thirty five “B" passes and
eight “C" passes. Whereas in the
Tamil medium where only |12
students sat, ten of them had got
“A" passes apnd two *'B' passes.
In the Jaffna campus, the recults
of the Geperal science Qualifying:
Examination revealed there were:
only [st and 2nd- class passes, and
not a sipgle third class. This high
percentage of A" pasces In the
Tamil “medium. indieate discrepan-
cies and this matter will be inquired
into, said Professor P. P. G. L.
Siriwardene, Vice Chancellor of
the: University of Sri Lanka at a
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Press Conference on Friday. It .is
accepted that a large population
of Siphala children are clamour-
ing for a higher education and this
is' the same -in the Tamil areas.
Discrepancies of thig nature have a
fatal- effect on the Sinhala children
because their population is great,
the Professor said. Professor
Siriwardene said at the press con-
ference standardisation did pot
seem a fool-proof method, since
discrepanries such 2s over-mark-
ing, could take place. Therefore,
he said the best method would
be to divide the students accord-
ing to their media, standardise
according to subjects and allot
places in the university in relation

to the population percentage of

the races. This method would en-
sure proper representation of the
different rares and would protect
students against cheating, he said.”

THE Daily Mirror, also of November
13 had a front page splash entitled
FULL SCALE PROBE INTO MARK-
ING OF TAMIL MEDIUM SCRIPTS :
MATHEW. The report (byline B. C.
Perera) read: -The Government
would institute full scale investiga-
tions' into the discrepancies noted
in the marking of Tamil-medium
GCE (AL) science answer scripts of
April 1978. This was said by Mr.
Cyril Mathew, Minister of Industries
and Scientific Affairs at a Press Con-
ference on Friday pight at his resid-
ence in Colombo. Mr. Mathew said
the Investigations may even cover a
longer period because there was.
proof of faveuritism by some Tamil-
medium examiners over @ number
of years. Associated with the Minis-
ter were Prof. P. P. G.L. Siriwardene,
Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Sri Lanka, Prof. J. K. P. Arlyaratne
and Prof. S. de Silva. Showing
pressmen several marked Sinhala
and Tamil answer scripts of the

GCE (AL) Zoology paper, the

Minister sald one question was the
drawing of a series of diagrams
showing the stages of life of the
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mosquito. According to the igstrue-
tions to all examinersno marks at all
were to be given out of 25 marks
allotted for the question, if even
one of the stages of the life of the
mosquito wzs not drawn. Several
marked Siphala answer - scripts
selected at random showed that no
marks had been given when one of
the stages of the growth of the
mosquito had not been drawn. But
in six of the Tamil answer scripts,
which had passed through at lezst
four examiners, marks had been
given even for three drawings. This
the Minister maintaiized, appeared
to be a regular feature in the marking
of papers in respect of Tamil medium
students. This was very unfair by
the other students. Mr. Mathew
said that if favouritism could be
shown in drawings one could only
imagine how written answer scripts
Had been corrected. The Minister
then pointed out several glaring
discrepancies that had occured at
the General Sclence Qualifying

Examination in Botany of the Pera-
deniya Campus in the Tamil medium.
He said he had received information
that at a recently concluded degree
examination the results of which
had been sent to the Universities
Senate approval there was only
first and second class passes. There
had been no failures. This must be
the first time in the world that
students had achieved such results
at an examination. Mr. Mathew
added that firm and fool-proof
methods are now contemplated by
the Government to arrest these
discrepaneies.”

Strangely enough, not one of the
Sun-Davasa group of newspapers
carried any report about this press
conference. The Virakssari of
Tuesday 14th carried a report of
this. Press Conference”, but it
was oviously pirated from the Lake
House and Times newspapers. It
looks very much as if the govern-

ment media alone, lLe., the Loke
House and ‘the: Timas weére invited’

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | @aavanaham.org

were Tamil Students. Fevoured? :

for the Press Conference~if there
was a conference at all; ‘We shall
revert to this later.

It is also only fair to mention that
Minister Mathew had raised this

red-herring in Parllament when the .

new Universities Bill was debated
on November 7. For the record,
extracts from the Lobby Notes by
Ajit  Samarapayake in the Ceylon
Observer of November 8 under
the heading TAMIL STUDENTS
FAVOURED AT EXAMS, CLAIMS
CYRIL MATHEW are published
beloye : Industries Minister Mr.
Cyril Mathew dropped 2 bombshell
alleging favouritism towards Tamil
pre-university and university stude-
nts on the partof Tamil univerity
lecturers, Mr. Mathew produced
marking schemes . and question
papers, 2ffidavits and memoranda
to back up his charge of Tamil
favouritism. He rattled off 2 long
list of academics who had made the
identical charge ranging from Prof.
A. D. V. de S. Indraratne to the
Vice Chancellor, Prof. P. P. G. L.
Siriwardene, himself. The Minister's
prize production was a diagram.
Students of Zoology at the [977
Advanced Level examination had
been asked to draw the stages of
life of a mosquito. Examiners had
been specifically instructed that
marks be given only if 2l the stages
were drawn. But the Minister
produced a2 Tamil answer script in
which the student had scored 5
marks without giving the final
stage. A similar answer script of a
Sinhala student had been given
nought. Mr. Mathew's charge was
that Tamil upiversity lecturers over-
marked the scripts of students ef
their commupity, that they leaked
out questions to Tamil students and
that they were Invited to and.
attended semipars at Tamil schodls
where they tackled certain examina-
tion questions Wwhich curlously
enough cropped up in ‘question
papers at the next exant ......
On the general charge of Tami
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favourivism Mr. Sivasithambaram on
behalf of the TULF pointed  out
that a committee headed by Prof.
Perera had exonerated Tamil dons

.of this oft-repeated charge, But rep-

lying to the ministerial revelation
later Kayts MP, Pandit K. P, Ratnam,
said that he did not intend to defend
at all whoever had overmarked the
scripts. He, however, put the ball
into the Governmept’s court by
demanding why it did pot act against
such miscreants. He also voluntee-
red to produce similar examples of
overmarking in Sinhala Medium
scripts if 2 committee of the House
was appointed to go through all the
scripts.  So much for the sub-plot
which the Industries Minister in-
troduced’ into the main academic
drama...... e

What was said in Perliament Is
privileged and other Parliament-
arians have al&eady de-1t with it
and will no doubt deal with it in
the future also.. But important
questions have arisen in regard to
the “Press Conference’ reported
in the Lake House and Times papers
on MNovember 3 which greatly
concerns the credibility of the
government media.

A Tribune reader has raised the
the following questions about this
“Press Conference” : “The Dally
'Mirror ‘reported that the Press
Conference was held on Friday night
at the Ministers residence in Colombo
i.e., on 10th Nov. 1978. The ques-
tion | ask are: (1) Who gave the
authority to Minister Mathew to
summon a press conference on the
‘topic of education, which is oufside
“his concern ! Even if we accept the

" fact that Minister of Education is

‘out of the island, an acting minister
is there. And why the acting minister
was not present at the “conference”
which comes. under his purview?
(2) Is it pormal for a minister to
hold a press conference at his resi-
dence, if pot at. his office at day
time? Even if we accept that the
topic wag of urgent pature, then

21

why the Saturday’s (lith Nov. 78)
papers didn't report this? If it was
too late to go for print on Saturday,
then why did the Sunday’s (I2th
Nov. 78) papers miss it'? Why way
there an undue delay of two days
for the conference to be reported ?
And why did Sup ana Davasa (normal-
ly in the forefront of this type of
reporting) not report this? Is it
that reporters of these papers were
not invited ?

“Feom the way it had reported
the story it looks like “Virakesari™
reporter had just copied the story
which appeared on Monday's Daily
News and Daily Mirror. And this
report does not say, When the
news conference was held? And if
it was held on Friday night, why
was there an undue delay of 3 days
for the Virakesori to report on it?
It may be that, in order to accom-
modate Mr. M. Sivasithamparam’s
observation on the *“‘Minister’s
Conference’’, Virakescri  had ‘to
“educate its readers by publishing
a report of the so-called Ministers
Conference pinching the story from
other papers.

(3) “Those who were associated
with the Minister at the Conference
(according to the Daily Mirror and
Daily News reports) were, Vice
Chancellor P. P. G. L. Siriwardene,
Prof. Ariyaratne and Prof. S. de
Silva. Let me ask this. The Minister
was making a serious charge on 2
matter concerning Tamil lecturers.
But not one of them was invited to
be present. There are two Tamil
Professors in Zoology (the tast
paper, the Minister had seen and
quoted) —namely Prof. K. D.
Arudpragasam (Colombo  Campus)
and Prof. V. K. Ganesalingam (Jaffna
Campus). Were these two summon-
ed for this conference? Or was the
chief examiner in charge of the Tamil
medium scripts, summoned? If
not, why? Even if these Tamil
authorities were not summoned by
the Minister, why did the press
reporters not contact them to have
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a follew up or explanation. ! And
mark you, there was a two-days gap
before the story appeared in print ?
Was it not the duty of the Lake
House and the Times to have got
the views of tne Tamil lecturers?

(4) “'Deily Mirror report says that,
Minister “showing pressmen several
marked Sinhala and Tamil answer
scripts...."” What is the range of
this “several”” I Was it in the region
of tens, or hundreds or thousands =
Why was it not said strictly 7 If the
pressmen were so keen on accurate
reporting, could they not have
taken photographs or pho;os.tatsf.
of alleged irregular marking in Tamil
madium answer scripts, to authenti-
cate the story? why haven't they
done this? The Daily News head-
lined its story by saying “400 Tamil
students giver high marks'. What
sort of sampling was taken?! Whe
were present there, when these
detections were made? Was this
4000 pumber pertaining only to the
Zoology baper of Tamil Medium where
the detection was made? Or does
this 4000 pumber epcompass  ofl
the subjects in Tomil medium?
Similarly has any check been
niade on the Sinhala medium scripts !
If so, who made it2"

_TULF spokesmen and the TULF
press(such as there is) have protested
azaipst this Mathews onslaught
assisted by Vice-Chancellor Siri-
wardene and two other obvious
hatchet-men. But there has been a
total sllence in the goverpment
media—Lake Houss and Times—about
these protests inspite of numerous
memorapda {which has also reached |
Tribane and which we will publish in
due course) by students apnd staff
members of different campuses. Isthis
fair, correct. or ethical jourpalism?
Is this not slanting and distorting
of news? Should those who have
criticized and challenged the state-
ments of Mathew and Siriwardene
not be given an opporftunity To
state thelr case? Has the Govern-
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ment-owned- media becoms so
perverse !
' The Communist Pasty fortnightly
Forward of Novembar |5, 1973 alone
made 2 pertinent comment (che
SLFP apd LSSP have be:n silent o3
this metter so farj, This Is what the
Forward said : “‘Why Mathew ? That
is the first tnigz that strikes opne
about Ijdustries) Minister Cyri]
Mathew's statement in Parliament
and later at a press confirence at
hi, residence on November [0th,
regarding the allegzed overmarking
of exan papers of Timil-medium
students by Tzmil-medium exami-
ners for the GCE (A Level) Science
examination and for the 1977
General Science Qualifying Exam
for entrance to the Peradeniya
Campus of the Ualversity. Such
matters, surely, come uader the
Minister of Ejucation and Higher
Education, Although the permapent
Minister is temporarily out of Sri
Lanka, the matters referred to go
back to earlier times when he was
among us. Dr. Nissinka Wijeratne
is also too ingrained an obscurantist
and Sinhala-chauvinist to remain
quist over such a matter, But
both he and his dsputy Minister,
who acts for him, have remained
strangely and significantly, sllent,
even though, if there is any truth
in the allegation, a2 malor s-aadal
has taken place in respect of institu-
tions ip their charse. Mr Mathew
mav also be the Ministar of Scientific
Affairs. But this cannot exnlain
how examination papers, which
should be kent in tha security pos-
sesslon of educational authoritias,
came into his hands, to be exhibitad
to newspaners. Nor doas it explain
hew tha Vice-Chancellor and some
other Profassors came to be asociat-
ed with Mr. Mathew in a prass con-
ferance held in his private house.
“If there has bean ayy tampering
with marks, it Is a serious maczer
that no one ean condone. Those
responsible  should - certainly be
identlfied and sternly dealt with.
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But from the statement of Mr.
Mathew himself, It seems obvious
that the government has not yet
investigated the allegations. For the
Daily  Mirror (13/11) quotes Mr.
Machew as ~-smising a *“full-scale
investigafon'', If the matter is still
to be investigated, why has Minister
Mzthew been so quick to rush to
public coxclusions, especially on
matters for which he bears no Minis-

- terial responsibility ?  After all a

number of diferent  conclusions
can be reached if mattars are fully
investigated. [t may be found that
the allegations are false. Or that
a genuine mistake has been made.
Or that some personal or limited
favouritism has taken place.

“Brushing all these possibilities
aside, Minister Mathew suggests
that there has been for several years
and not merely for these examina-
tions a systematiz, organised and
wide-spread con:piracy by examiners
in the Tamil medium deliberately
to inflate the maris of examinees
in the same medium, so as to give
them unjustified advantages vis-a-vis
their Sinhala-medium counter-parts
in selection for medical, scierce and
engineering courses in the Univer-
sity. The allegation is not merely
premature, but capable of stirring
up racist antagonisms. Especizlly
when it is made before proper
investieation and by a person in
Mr. Mathew’s” position.

“The big questicn is why Mr.
Mathew should have chosen to raise
this matter at this tims, especially
when the President whoge clase and
trusted colleagua  Mr. Mathew is,
has just been regalirg audiances in
lndia with tales about hew much
he and his government want to be
friends with the Tamils, and how
much he has already done to solve
their problems. Some think that
Mr. Mathew has been made a catspaw
by chauvinist elements in and around
the Ministry of Education, Who are
lobbying te have the decisions to
abolish mediawise standardisation
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were Tamil Students Favoured?

reversed. But while such pressures
are undoubtedly there, Mr. Mathew
is no political baby and canpot essily
be led by the nose. He iy not only
a red-baiter and erypto-fascist, but
also the most racist-criented Minister
in the Cabinet. Heled the campaign
to keep Mr. Tiondaman cut of the
Cabinet and to oppose even the
small concessions given to the Tamil
language in the new Censtituticn.
What people want to kpnow is
whetlier Mr. Mathew's latest shots
are part of a pre-emptive volley,
inspired by fears that there may be
some truth that the TULF or parts
thereof may soon be coming closer
to the government. President Jaya-
wardene's indication in India that
some TULF MPs want to join the
government, and that he is giving
thought to how the Cepstitutional
obstacles can be overcome, must
be giving Mr. Mathew and his racist
friends the creeps. What is most
likely is that Presidert lzyawardene’s
sermons on national unity and Mr.
Mathew's raclst sallles are two
sides of the rame policy. After all,
the President and Mr. Mathew are
teo- close political buddies to clash
over a mztter like this. Anyway,
it is small wonder that Mr. Amirtha-
lingam, on his return from abroad
a few days ago, re-affirmed the
statement he made while abroad,
that the Tamil community in Sri
Lanka had beeni more secure during
the seven years of the previous
government than in the past year
of the present government''.

Before we go on to set out and
discuss the memorandum circulated
by the TeachingSt2ff in the JaffnaCam-

pus we thirk it best to first publish o
the Statement of the Peradeniys '

University Teachers Assceiation on
Examination Malpractices. It is dated
November 21, 1978. The document
is sivned by Dr. P. V. L. Javasekera,
President, and Dr. B. Gajamerare-
dera, Secretary, and it reads: “The
PUTA is perturbed to note that
attempts are being made to mislead
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the geperal public regarding the

_conduct of a section of the examiners

of the G.C.E. (AL) and Upiversity
Examinations  (General  Science
Qulifying, 1977). The statements
made at a press conference by 2
Cabiget Mipister ‘apnd the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Sri
Lanka whith were reported in the
national newspapers of the |3th of
November, 1978 are particularly
disturbing. The PUTA regretfully
notes that these statements could
only result in stirring up communal
dissension rather than solving any
problems that may exist regarding
the examinations referred to at the
press conference. The PUTA ob-
serves that no official inquiry has
been held into any of the alleged
examination offances or discrepancies
referred to and hence considers it
unfair for responsible officers of the
Ugiversity to issue public state-
maits o1 such matters in a maaner
that : (i) brings this University

- and its examinations into disrepute :

(i) maligns one section of the
eximiners of the GCE (AL) and
University examinations; and (ili)
prejudices any possible official in-
quiry inte the alleged ofences.
The results of the General Science

Qualifying examination were re'eased

two months ago aad the Vice-
Chancellor had sufficient time to
hold an inquiry and take anpropriate
action before® making public pro-
nouicements. The PUTA urges the
Hon. Minister of Educatisn aad
Higher Educaticn a~d the University
Authorities to initiate immediate
and impartial inquiries into allaged
offences resarding GCE (AL) and
the General Science Qualifving Ex-
aminations respectively. Such in-
quiries should also cover possible

‘shortcomings in the examination

systems and rezammend appropri-
ate  corrective measures. Any
examiner found gullty should be
duly punished."

This statement, we are aware,

* was sent to all newspapers, including

23

Llaks House and Times with the

followlng note: We are sending
herewith a statement of the Execu-
tive Committee of the PUTA on
the alleged examinations malprac-
tices which were given wide publicity
in the national newspapers of 13th
Noyember 1978, We believe that
this issue will have widespread
repercussions in the ' country and
earpestly hope that our views will
receive your serious consideration."

Why was this blacked out ?
(To be continued)
X X X
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“Nov. 23=Nov. 29

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News: CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri Lankadipa; [D—Janadina;
SU—Sun; DV—Davasa, DP—Dinapathi;
CM—Chintamani; ~WK—Weekend;
RR—Riviresa; EN—Eelapadu; IDPR—
Information 'Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23:
The President said that many were
asking why a government pledged
to create a just and righteous socisty
is harassing certain people by
appointing a Special Presidential
Commission but he said the purpose
of appointing the Commniission was
not to harass or politically victimise
znybody but to find out the misdeeds
committed during the previous
ragime. The pllot who was to have
taken over the controle of the ill-
fated lce-landic Airlines Loftleider
DC-8 from here to Ipdopesia said
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that he could find’ nothing wrong
with the Katunayake Airport. Infant
Enilk fands and all other varieties
of milk food will 'be made available
to everybody at prices that prevailed
before November [5—Budget Day.
Severe penalties including fine and
Imp{lwnment await traders who
hoard goods, refuse to sell, mono-
polise trade and engage in profiteer-
fng and unfair trade practices under
the Copsumer Protection Bill the
Minister of Trade has placed before
Parliament. The 324 vesthouses

managed by the local authorities
and coming under the purview of
the Ministry of Lozal Government,
Housing and Construction are to
receive 2 new look on the directiony
of the PM. A cyclonic storm with
an Intensity of 75 miles per hour
is expected to cross the east-cosst
near Batticaloa about noon today
and cross the island.—CDN. The
President asked yesterday why
persons who cendemned the govern-
ment for appointing the Special
Presidential Commission are distup=
bed if they have done nowrong.
The  leader of the Opposi-
tior; denied yesterday that he had
gaid in America that there was
persecuting of Tamils in Sri Lanka;
He had been misquoted he said.—
CDM. The Minister of Land, Lapd
Development ete has oraered a full
probe into allegations against certain
goverpment officials who are said
to have provided misleading infor-
mation to a visiting “World Bapk
team. The state is to take part in
the brokeraze business; legislation
to enable this would be Introduced
in Parliament soon, <aid the Minister
of Finance. Trade and Shipping
Minister Athulathmudali leave~ today
for Malaysia to present his views to
the presitigious Willy Brandt Com-
mission sitting in Kuala Lumpur.—
SU. Tre PM speaking in Parliament
stated that the government v-ould
find a solution to the problems of
the Tamils soon if the TULF co-
operated with the government.
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-The Minister “of Finance said in
. Parliament that kowever many buses
-are impertad the trapsport sarvices

< eagnot be improved as the admins-
- tratjop w..s too corrupt.—VK. The

MP for Tangalle speaking in Parlia-
mant said while Sinhala blood flowed
in their veins Tamil Eelam cannot
bz got.—DP. 25,000 hupdred weights
of dry fish stocked at Welisara is
facing the possibility of getting
spoilt as co-operatives do ot wish
to buy it; a further consigument
of the same quantity is expected in
the island stortiy. The Minister
of Textiles said that Sri Lapka will
be in a position to export textiles
in two year's tima.—LD. [,50,000
yards of various textiles will be
distriduted among co-ops. private

- traders and Laksala for the festive

seacon.—DV. Algerian President
Boumedienne is in a coma and his

- eondition is very serious. I-an's

oil industry badly hit by strikes and
work stobpages which haye cost the
country mcre than a billion dollars
in lost revenues is slowly returping
to normal.—~CDM. The UNESCO
will In future supnort the return
of cultural chje~ts taken fron third

. world counfries to iydustrialised

countries guring the colopial era.
Cuba announced it would release
3.000 political prisoners about 80%
of them remaining on the island ;
however the US would have to
accept those prisoners who wished
to go there. The Justice Depart-
ment said it would permit 2500
homeless Vietnamese now living
in wver-crowded camps in Malaysia
to enter the US.—SLL

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24 : Cyclo-
nic weather which hit the east coast
yesterday evening is reported to
have affected over 500 families ; all
communication between the Batti-
caloa district and the rest of the
islapd were cut off arousd 6.40 p.im.;
situation reports reaching Celambo
through the Police Radio- Command

“Centre’ Fort éarlier stated that 30.
" houses .and 10 fishing wadiyas had: -
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been badly damaged by 80 m.p.h.
cycionic winds 2nd waves reaching
over 15 feet. A severe shortage
of food supplies in the cyclone
affected areas was the Iast report
raceived  be sre  communication
wers out |usc night. The PM has
appeinted a committee for the
dejimitation of the proposed Rural
Comncils. The first batch of UN
velunteers who arrived in the island
on the 2ist began their % day
orientation course at Kalutara yestar-
day. The sovernment has decided
to issue comprehensive insurance
cover to all fishing craft operating
off the coast of Sri Lanka.—CDN.
YWidespread damage is beliavea to
have beep caused when 2 cevere
cyclonic storm with hurricane winds
and high seas lashed the east const
of the island from noon yesterday ;
gale force winds around 82mph
were experienced in Kalmunai and
Batticaloa, The Chairman of the
Port Cargo Corporation yesterday

ordered the sale by auction of

nearly Rs. 35 million worth of
unclezred cargo lying for over 30
days in various port wzrshouszs
in 2 drastic move to ease the con-

- gestion in the port of Colombo. The

IMF has increased Sri Lanka's quota
for borrowing from the fund very
substaptiallv—the couptry can draw
upta 178,53 million dollars. Tha
recruitment of 500 police constables
including women will get under way
irmmediately to 6l existing vacin-
cies—CDM. A major teacher train-
ing prosram is to be launched by
the Ministry of Education from
Japuary next year.—SU. Th= cyclone
is expected to move northwards —
DP. The Ministry of Trade is taking

steps to export 2500 tons of rice to

the Maldives.—DM. The govern-
ment has decided to explore for

oil in Pesalai and in the coastal argas -

from Trincomalee to Galle; the
Petrolenm Corporation has decided
‘to grant the exploring rights to a
Morwegian firm.=DM.- The  official

«Wwing of India’s onge-powerful-Gon-.
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« gress Party was split over an appeal

from former PM Indira Gandhi to.
unite with her congress faction to
fight the government of PM Morarji
Desai. CP leaders and Premides
from the Soyiet blec gatherzd ip
the Kremlin for the first Summit
meeting of the Warsaw Pact military -
alliance since 1976. The Shah of

Iran said that he is not going to
abdicate in response to the rioting
in the streets of his country. The
Iranfan military-led government of
General Azhari won a confidence

-vote in Parliament yesterday and
* the PM pledged political ' and social

freedom for all once law and order
was restored.—CDN. Tension over
a possible eivil war gripped Nicara-
gua as Geperal Anastasio Somoza
defied an opposition demand for
his resignation as President. Fighting
invelving armoured forces has
flared up once more between Uganda
and Tanzania, both countries claiming
the clash took place on their ewn

‘territory,~CDM. An apparent call

for Vice Premier Tenz Hsiao-Ping
to take over the Chiness leadership
was made In wall posters which |
appeared in Ceptral Peking yester-
day. Irag is seeking increared
military support frem the Soviet
Unicn zccording to Arab diplomatic
sources. British Foreizn Secretary-
David Owen made clear that Rhode-
sfan PM lan Smith would still ba
fiable to arrest as a rebel if he
visited Britain.—SUX.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 :
The hundred and forty nine persons
were reportad to have lost their
lives, 115 of them ia tha Batticaloa
district alepe, in the cyclonic storm
which/ hit the Eastern- Province
last Thursday morning and spréad
to other areas ' leaviyg a trajl- of
devastation. The government yes-
terd*y rushed a team of Parliamen-
tarians and simultaneously mounted
a massive relief and rescue operation
in the areas affected by the cyclonic
storm:. - The Finapce Ministry has
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said a firm ‘no’ to requests made
by doctors and engineers for a
reduction of import duty on cars
they are permitted to import on
free exchange. The Red Cross
Society answering the SOS for reliaf

wfor cyclone victims in the Eastern

" Province has made arrangements
to despatch volunteers with medi-
cines, food supplies and clothing to
the stricken areas. Train services
to Kandy, Matale, Badulla, Batticalos,
puttalam and Trincomalee had to
be cancelled last night. 188 prisen-
ers in the Batticaloa jail escaped
during the confusion caused by the
cyclonic strom. A massive flood
relief operation was launched by
the National Security Council when
reports reaching Colombo revealed
that the cyclope had devastated many
parts of the island,—CDN. Over
100,000 were rendered homeless hy
the havoc wrotght by the cyclonic
strom that ravagzed the eastern and
northern provinces and the incessant
‘rains throuschout the country. The
fury of Thursday night's cyclonic
storm was felt not only in the east
and north but even in the Hhill
country where heavy rain and gale
force winds caused earthslips and
floods which left many dexd and
injured and thousands homeless
or marooned as well as extsnsive
damage to propertv.—CDM. The
government yesterday anpointed
eight co-ordinating officers for areas
badly affected by the evclone. Power
supplies in the North Central
Province and Fastern Province have
been completely interrupted follow-
ing the cyclone. The giant Parak-
rama Samudra Reservoir in the
Polonnaruwa district is reported

¥ to have reached almest spill level.—
SU. All traln services operating
on the main lines have baen cancalled
due to floods and damage to rail
tracks,—DP, Since there was gale
force winds upto 89 mph 2ll planes
were dlverted from Katunavake
afrport. The government is to laupch
a program to export coconut oil
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needed for the soap industry and
import tallow instead ; ‘the country
can save over Rs. 30 million worth
of foreign exchange this way. Tele-
phone subseribers will get direct
dialling facilities to 200 countries
by June pext year.—DM. Ethiopia
aipounced a major break through
in its war against Eritrean seperatists
and said it had re-opened a key road
to the province’s main outlet
to the gsea. Authorities urged
Iranians who fled the country for
fear of persecution on cerruption
charges to give themselves up or
face trial in their absence and possible
loss of their property. The Shah
of Iran’s principal religious opponent
Ruholioh Khomeing has ealled oy
his followers to launch & campaign
of civil disobedience to oust tne
country's new military government.
A'personal envoy of British PM will
leave for Southern Africa next week
in an urgent attempt to set up a
Camy: David style summit meeting
over Rhodesia.—CDN. Soviet Presi-
dent Leonid Brezhenv has warned
British PM of serious consequences
if Britain seold China military equip-
ment.—~CDM. The Bolivian armed
forces cyverthrew President Juap
Pereda in a coup four months after
he came to power.—SU.

SUNDAY,NOVEMBER 26: A
massive relief effort got underway
yesterday as state agencies and
private organisations besgan coplng
with the trail of death and destruec-
tion laftin the wake of the cyclonic
storm which crossed the east coast
of the island late thursday night
early Friday morping. The Depart-
ment of Marketing Development
despatched ten lorry loads of dry
provisions to Batticaloa and other
flood stricken areas yesterdav.—S0.
About 500 persons are feared dead
and nearly one milllon rendered
homeless as a result of the cyclone
which raged over several parts of
theisland last thursday. The Natiopnal
Milk Board is expected to incur a
loss of over Rs. 85 million on its
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import of skimmed milk powder
and payment of rents and dues for
the warehousing of imparts. About
2 p.m. yesterday the Maha Oya
overflowed causing extensive damage
to people, property and animals;
according to police reports over 400
houses have ccllapsed on citherside
of the river. Two ladian Air Force
Ayro alanes and two helicopters as
well as a Russian Air Force plane was
expected yeste d ./ ; fourteen SLAF
Aircraft are being used for rescue
and relief operations. {A trail of
havoc has been lsft in the Kelapi
basin teo reminiscent of the |947
floeds. A crisis is brewing in the
SLFP owing to its youth league
refusing to nominate its represen-
tative to the Party’s Political
Bureau.—ST. The death toll in
Friday mornings’ cyclone havec,
the worst in Sri Lanka's history
reached over 600 yesterday. Many
tanks in the traditional ‘rice bowl’
have breached and overflowed. The
multi-million rupee Valachenai paper
mills factory is out of operation and
rendered -incapacitated by the de-
vastating eyelonic storm. On the
orders of the President 21l operations
connected with the cyclone have
beer; placed on a ‘war footing';
reinforcements of armed services
and | Police personnel were being
rushed to the affected areas yester-
day. The Minister of Justice said
that/the havoc is a deadly setback
for the government's development
efforts and it would take at least six
moaths to restore normaley. Paddy
worth eight million has been
destroyed in Batticaloa as a result
of the cyclone— WK. The extent
of damage sustained in  Kalmunai
has still not been estimated.—VK.
The econservative government of
PM Robert Muldoon of New Zea'and
won yesterday’s general elections
but with a greatly reduced majority.
The known death ‘toll from ‘ast
week end’s mass suicide and murders
of Jenes Town religious commune
rose to 775 and it could go stjll
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- higher.—50. Rhodssia slapped mar-
‘tial law -on another 10% ‘of the
‘counitry  brigging almost  thras
quarters of its territory upder
-military ‘control in the war with
_black nationalist guerillas. Eritrein
rebels claimed that the Soviet
backed Ethiopian Air Force was
attacking them with bombs and said
120,000 goverpment troops were
trying to regain control of the
province.—ST. The view among
analysts in Pexing on the latest wall
poster cambaizn is that Vice Premier
Teng Hsizo Ping is the favourite
of those putting up the posters.—
WK.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27: The
Ministry of Social Services will
undertake a rshabilitation aad re-
construction program in the cyclone
and flood devastated areas on the
directions of the President tc re-
habilitate all victims within three
months: they will be given free
clothing and food and assistance to
rebuild irrigation channels, paddy
fields, houses and school buildings.
The official death toll kas been con-
firmad at 375. The Miristry of
Health has organised an immunisa-
tion program against typhoid in all
cyclone affected areas. [ndia yester-
dav decided to send tents, blankets,
light clothing for 10,000 persons
and 100 topnes of rice and biscuits
for peoble afected by the cyclone
in Sri Lanka—CDN. With the cy-
clone death toll now at an unofficial-
ly estimated [000 and nearly |
million homelesss the govarnment
will allocate about Rs. 200,000,000
~ for 'immeadiate relief maasuras for

relief in cvclone and food devastated
rress. Foreien aid to provide relief
to eyclone viztims has been mobilised
on a top priority level; represen-
" tatives from CARE, Red Cross,

UNICEF, WHD, UNDP etc and -

governmants of USA, UK, Nether-
lands, Swaden, Norway, !apan and
Iidia participatsd at a mesting and
" indicatad that aid on a massive seale

would be forthcoming.~CDM.” More '
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than” one million people affected
by last weesk’s cyzlone will receive
free food for three months the
government announed yesterday. 24
peozle from the NC Provigce village
of Masampitiya have died of starva-
tion ; they are said o have been
without food and water since the
cyclone hit the aresa. A British
Royal Airforce’ VC 1O Airliner
packed with medical sujpplies will
arrive in the country tomoarrow.
The Kelani Ganga has exceedad
minor flood level and already several
low lyinz areas of Colombe are
going under water. Ruwapwella,
Yatiyantota and Dehiowita in the
Kagalle district are under water
and peuple lare  living on  tree
tops. A large number of dostors
and nurses are being rushed to the
cyclone affected areas for relief
operatiens.  Over fifty thousand
persons have been rendersd home-
less in the Batticaloa district alone.
The army is working round the
clork op read clearance in the
cvclone affected areras of Kapdy,
Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Am-
parai, Dambulla and Battizalea.—SU.
Reports reathing Colombo zhout
ths kalmunai situation reveal
that everything has been razed
to the ground — trees as
well as buildings but no news
of the people and their plizht has
yet coma.—VK. The government
or Sri Lanka has appointed Mr.
Mohamed Lebbe Ahamed Refai as
Ambassador to  Yugoslavia.—IDPR.
Na. 254(78. The governmant of
Sri Lanka has appointed Mr. B. P.
Tilakaratpe Ambassador of Sri Laqka
in Japas.—IDPR No. 245/78. The
goverpment of Sri Lanka has anpoint-
ed Mr. C. R. D. Desinghe Amhassador
in China as Ambassador to Democra-
tic People’s Republic of Korea with
residence in Peking.—/DPR  No.
247[78. The Minister of Foreign
Affairs  has  informeéd - Heads of
Diplomatic missions and others that
tha UN Disasrer Relief Organisation

UNDP and UNIDO had contributed.
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US dollars 65,000.to meet Sri Lajka’s
immediate requirements.—IDPR. The
Flour Milling Corporation has taken
steps to distribute Rs. | million
worth of flour among the cyclene
victims. The second MP for Haris-
pattuwa Mr. P. Wijesiri disclosed
in Parliament yesterday that Mr.
A. C. de Zoysa has misused his
position as the Chairman of the Air
Cevlon Commission by giving an
azency of Air Ceylon to Miller
Trayel Aszeqcy who's director is
his wife.—DK. Egynt said yesterday
no asreement had been reached on
either the draft peace treaty with
Israel or any of the anpexed docu-
mants rzlated to it. An Israeli
Justice Minister said . that ~Jews
would coatique to settle in the
occupied West Bank of the Jordan
and Gaza strip once the local Pales-
tinians were given self rule. S. Africa
has zzreed to a supejrv'ised election
in Namibia hut with reservations
that will require further nesotia-
tions.—COM. A string of sensational -
wall posters attasking late Chinese
CP Leader Mao Tsa Tung and praising
Taiwan asd the USA have opened
the way to freedom of sueech
dramatised by an open discussion
between foraieners and crowds of
cheering people.—SU.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28 : The
President making the vpening adress
at the tenth a-miversary assembly
of the Press Foundation of Asia
said that no one disputed that the
press should be free but the issues
thar has to be reselved is what the
boundaries of this freedom are. The
Minister of State in his kevnote
address of the Press Foundation
sessions stated that the press today
faces a pew respopsibility. The
Press Foundation of Asia has been
able to give the prese of our coun-
tries a ceftaliy degree of stability and
also some thrust to proceed in the
risht direction during certain dark
periods said the PM who was chief
guest at a Juncheon meeting of the
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_Press- Foundation of Asia. The

Minister of Finance made an appezl
to the TULF in Parliamest to co-
operate with the government as he
said that this was perhaps the last
time that natiopal unity can be
achieved.—<CDN.' A  badly-shaken
Justice Minister yesterday said that
he estimated the death toll to be
around 1090 apd the damage about
Rs. 100 millicy in the Eastern
Province aloge. Flood waters were
receding all over the island except
for a few areas whera rising waters
were causing anxiety aud alarm.—
CDM. Thz PM said in Parliament
that the cyclone that struck Sri
Lapka last Thursday was the worst
in our history. The Batticalos
distillery which had its roof blown
away by the cyclone was later looted
of its entire stock of bettled arrack.

A contingent of 100 prisoners of

Welikada prison have volunteered
to assist in relief work on the cycione
ravaged east coast ; they will help
to clezr roads,—SU. Justice Mipister
said that there was no way out
other than building an entirely new
city |11 Batticaloa for there was
nothing left, not even one place of
worship was intanct. " As the tidal
waves reached over 20-30 feet in
height the entire coast of Kalmunai
has been washed out during the
recent cyclone.—DP.. The PM speak-
ing in Parliament on the budget
debate requested the TULF to join
the government as district ministers
and work to build a better Sri Lanka.
The first buses to go to laffra after
the cyclone will operate today.—VK.

Massayoshi Ohira  68-year  old
Christian became Japan's next PM
after incumbent Takeo Fukuda

suffered a stunning election reversal.
—CDM. The ralease by Egypt and
Israel of previously secret portions
of their draft treaty package may
signal that the middle east peace
precess is heading towards a succes-
ful conclusion diplomatic sources
said. Romanian President Nicola2
Ceausescu publicly broke ranks
with thé Warsaw Pact this week-
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end when he decln_red that Rumania

had refused to sizn a pa-t stetement
condemaing the current Middle
East peace talks aad resisted moves
to boost tha alliasce's defence

. spending at a summit meeting of the

seven member. alliance in Moscow
last week —COM

"WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29:

The SLEP and TULF yesterday voted
with the governmept to mustzr a
twos-thirds majority to pass two
important bills—the Nationzl Hous-
ing (Amendment) Bill and the
Consumer Protection Bill.  The
leaders of parties ata meeting held
in parliamsnt yesterday unanimously
decided to postpore the elections
to Local Authorities which were to
have been held in January next year.
Reports reaching the Ministry of
Defence yesterday: revealed that
the machinery being used for
the Mahaweli Development Scheme
had nhot been damaged by the
cyclone. Parliament yesterday un-
animously passed the Sri Lanka
Export Credit Corporation Bill.
The GCE ‘O’ level examjnation will
be hsald from December |2 to 20
as scheduled. The US has made
a grant of US dollars 25,000 through
UNICEF for the purchase of megical
supplies for those affected by last
week's cyclone—CDN. Errant
traders could be banned from
carrying out asd trading under the
provisions of the Consumer Protac-
tion Law which was passed unani-
mously by Parliament yesterday.
A Parliamentry co-ordinating com-
mittee comprising resresentatives of
governm:nt and opposition ‘parties
was formed yestarday to go-ordinate
relief work in cyclone hit areas.
Sri Lanka's yawnirg trade gap with
India: will be the chief topic when
trade and Shipping Minister holds
bilateral trade talks in New' Delhi
next week—SU. The GA Batticzloa
hes informed the government that
the foed situation was now under
control but there was urgent need
of clothas, utensils, lamps, oil,
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“ night.

candles, medicines etc-DP. $0% of the
residents of Polloparuwa have been
affected by the cjclope—LD. The
goverpment has decided to appoint
a commission to look into allegations
that Tamijl students were given more
marks at the GCE ‘A’ Level exami-
nation—DM. More than a thousand
people were arrested and’ police
teargassed and baten-charged suppor-
ters of lpuia's opposition Congress

“Party in the Western Indian city

of Nagpur yesterday. The |l day
strike by port and dock workers
around India was called off. last
Soviet President  Brezhnev
sald yesterday this year's grain
harvest totzlled 235 million tonnes,
an all time record—CDM. The
governments in Cairo and Jeruselem
were making efforts today to present
compromise proposals which would
enable contipuation of the stalled
peace talks in Washington. Ethiopia
has publicly confirmed for the first
tin.e that it is receiving military
assistance from East Germany. Sot iet
bloc goverpments have called their
ambassadors home from Bucharest
in 2 dramatic sha_rpen'ing of tansion
with Romania—SU. -

My WA X

REV!EW

Exploding The Gospel Of
Mathew

by Jayantha Somasundaram

THE allegation that Tamil examiners

discriminate in favour of Tamil-
speaking students, is a charge that
became very prominent once swa-
basha was introduced for Advanced
Level and University examinatiops.
It was this accusation of favouritism
in.admission tothe Engineering facul-
ty in 1970 that prompted the setting
up of 2 committee of uwestigmon

But notmthstandmg the clean bl]]
of health given by that commigtee‘
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the infamous practice of standardisa-
tion was Introduced for university
admissions in that academie year.
In practice it meant that the
authorities decided In advance how
many from each media would be
gelected ; regardless of relative
merit, by the arbitrary introduction
of cut-out marks.
dium students who got
were admitted to the Engineer-
ing Faculty at Peradeniya. But a
Tamil-medium student had to get
250 mariks to enter the same faculty.

This was followed In subsequent
years by an equally notorious
practice, also called ‘standardisation,’
whereby the mean marks in cifferent
media were equated. In practice
this meant that if students in one
media had scored higher marks on
an average, if their frequency dis-
tribution was superior, they suffered.
because mean marks were equated
and they received new, lower,
“standardised-marks.”

Later came the district quota
gystem where weightage was given
to so-called backward districts, Once
again behind the altruistic facade
one could detect the vicious com-
munalism lurking in the fiercely
competitive business of university
admissions.-

The new J. R. Jayawardena govern-
ment stepped in with a new, ambigu-
ous, policy. While abolishing
*standardisation’, ostensibly because
it diserimipated against the Tamils,
“The Government increased the
number of students admitted,”
pointed out A. Amirthalingam (Lanka
Guardian No. 7), “thereby ensuring
that deserving Tamil students are
admitted, while at the same time ep-
suring the admission of all Sinhalese
students who would have been admitted
if standordisation was in operation.’
So that’s how you have your cake
and eat It as well.

While one arm of the Government
seemed to be making concessions

' tg the Tamilemedia students, another

227 marks
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Thus Sinhala me--

arm of the Government was enunciat-
ing the gospel according to Mathew.
It was claimed that proof existad
that Tamil-media students were
helped by their examiners. A press
conference was held 2t the Minister’s
Residence at which Cyril Mathew and

Vice Chancellor P. P. G. L. Siriwzr-

dena made demning statements.
“In the laffna campus, the results
of the General Science Qualifying
Examination reveazled there were
only first and secopd class passes,
and not a single third cless.”

This high percentage A’ passes
and the first and second class passes
in the Tamil medium ipdicate dis-
crepancies and this matter will be
inquired into, said Prof. P. P. G. L.
Siriwardene, Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Sri Lanka at'the press
conference on Friday."—Ceylon Daily
News 13th November.

The Science Students Union of the
Jaffya Campus has taken up the issue
and exposed the Vice Chancellor’s
statements. They point out that
there i no such exam as the GSQ
held in this country anymore, the
qualifying exam is called the First-in-
Science. |n any cace, classes are not
awarded for qualifying examinaticns,
only for final ones. But laffna had
no BSc exam in the Tamil medium.
In the English medium, Tamil speak-
ing candidates scored a failure of
35.6 percent.

Tamil Sinhalese
Failure 356 16,7
Ordinary pass | 137 200
Second Class-lower 233 333
Second-Class-upper 15.1 200
First Class 12.3 10.0

Given above are the percentage
of passes and failures among Tamil
speaking and Sinhalese speaking
¢andidates for the BSc examination
held by the Jaffna campus.

The Peradeniya University Teac-
her’s Association commenting on
the Press Copfersnce, has this to

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

The Cospel Of Mathew
say : These statements could only
result in stirring up commupal

dissension-
So much for the Gospel of Mathew.

XX X

SPOTLIGHT

Anyone Else For A

Free Press?
by Canax

THERE no doubt has been a lot
of debate throughout the country,
even confusion, after President Jaye-
wardene’s reference to the Free
Press in his inaugural address to the
Press Foundation of Asia meeting
in Colombo the other day. But |
have only His Excellency to thank
for helping to clear up coxnfusion
on the subject in my own home.
Which only goes to show, by the
way, that you can live with a woman
for years and still be a stranger to
her thoughts.

It all started with her remark
that the President had made a jolly
good, no-nonsense speech. Truth
is, she has been an admirer of his
for years. So when J. R. talked
about limitations on the Free Press,
she interpreted it as being his bold
and inimitable way of using the PFA
forum to do what Finance Minister
Ronnie! had been too scared to
announce in the Budget. Admiration
aside, if it was for the good of the
country, she was all for limitations.

1 thought 1 was getting the drift
of things when she put forward the
theory that, in much the same way
the Free Ration was cut, the govern-
ment would seon introduce drastic,
thouzh necessary, euts on the Free
Press as well, restricting newspapers
only to, those who fell balow the
poverty line.

“But you can’t eat pewspapers !’
1 gaid.
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Jome: Kenyatta

She agreed with me up to a point.
*Not except as a last resort,” she
replied. The way she saw it, no
newspaper should be given to the
needy for its nutritive value, for
that could create complications;

one family given, say, the “Daily
News", might get no more than its
daily requirements of starch and
perhaps a pinch of protein, while
another on a daily dlet of the “Sun"
might possibly get the zdded advant-
age of Vitamins A & D. Even more
problematical, in her view, was that
several big families in dire need of
help’ might not, for instance, be
able to stomach the “Tribupe' at
all, finding it too acid for thier
tender digestive tracts.

So nutritive value was not the
criterion. The only valid and equita-
ble basis for distribution was
newspaper's value. To ascertain
that, one had to trust the proven
expertise of the “bottle-man™. My

» Wife had worked out all the datails

and was 21l set to give His Excallency
the benefit of her unsolicited advice.
Her proposal was that the most
needy familes, the ones with the
most dependants, should qualify for
the paper with the most number of
pages, and so on. Of course, ability
to read on the part of any member
of a family would automatically
disqualify it regardless of all other
considerations. After all, it was
important to ensure that assistance
was put to proper, not improper
use. -

Her masterstroke was the proposal
for a Presidential Directive for all
government departments and cor-
porations to have regular “supple-
ments"” in the Press to help to
increase, however slightly, a news-
paper’svalue.

By then I decided to tell her the
truth, but she simply wouldn't
belleve me. “You mean we actually
pay good money for those papers 1"
she asked, incredulous. She had had
this wonderful illusion that, like

-a

Santa Claus coming on Christmas
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Eve, newspapers got slipped under
our door, and everybody else's,
before dawn every morping as part
of the government's Free Press
Subsidy Scheme.

- Poor girl, she's taking it really
hard. So hard she won't even look
at the pzpers now.

* ol =

BACKGROUND TO KENYA

Mzee Jomo
Kenyatta
by

Michael Wannyapa LL.B (Cey,)
Advocite of the Supreme Court
of Sri Lanka, presently Resident
Magistrate, Meru, Kepya

Mzee Jomo Kenyatta was un-
doubtedly the greatest leader that
Africa had produced in this era.
It came as a shock to all of us in
Kenya, to hear that he had brea-
thed his last on the 22nd of August,
1978 at Mombasa, at the sea coast.

From the time of independence
in 1963 up to ths time cof his death,
he was the undisputed leader of
Kenya, and was more popularly
called MZEE (MZEE in Swahili—
means a respected old man), and
was the father of the Mation. The
late President freed the country
from < the bonds of colopialism,
bound the various tribes in the
country, with the unifying call of
HARAMBEE (Unity in Swahili),
and established a solid political
and  economic foundation in
Kenya, and was respected as a
statesman the world over. Today,
Kenya and the world eutside mourps
as this revered leader is no more,
but his rallying call for peace Is
felt all over in Kenya, and mors-
over is needed in turbulent Africa,
and beyend,

On the 3ist of August, 1978
MZEE Jomo Kenyatta wag laid
to rest in Parliament, in a specially
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constructed mausoleum. Milllen® |
of mourners from all walks of lifer
thronged the State' House, Nairobi

for more than a week, where his

body lay in State, paying homage
to their beloved leader. World

leaders from all the continents
came to bid farewell to this great
statesm2n. < Among the mourpers

from Africa were Presidents Ken-

neth Kaupnda of Zambia, Juliug

Nyerere of Tapzania, Idi Amin of

Uganda, Siaka Stevens of Sierra

Leone, Ahamed Abdalla of Comoro

Islands; ‘Somalia and Sudan were

represented by their Vice Presi

dents. The Prime Minister of India

Morarji Desai and the Pakistan Jeas

der General Zia Ul Haq were nos
table leaders from the East. Bris

tain’s Queen Elizabeth was: pe-

presented by Prince Charles, while
the Soviet Union was represented
by its President Mr. A. M. Klychev.

The US Government Wwas repre-

sented by the Chiefl lJustice Mr.

Thurgood Marshall, and the UN

Ambassador Andrew Young, Jeff

Carter and others. All the other.
countries were represented by their |
Ministers or their envoys. This -
was a fitting finale for a leader
who held sway over Kenya for the

past |5 years:

Kenya ranks as a fast developing
pation in Africa, 'and is lined as a
third world country, and it fol-
lows 2 policy of non-alignment,
but has close links with the west,
It has a population of about |4
million people. who live mainly
on agriculture, apnd it's earnings
from tourism, which centres aro-
und wild life, the sunny beaches
of -Mombasa, colourful scenery apd
the warm and generous hospitality
of it's people. Two of it's major
exports are tea and coffee. Kenya
is self sufficient In food, and has
quite a pumber of light (censumer)
industries which have strengthened .
the economy. Attempts have beepy
made to bridge the gap batveeen
the rich and the poor, but Ie stil}
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remains -2 difficult task.
aidand foreign capital has flowed

in liberally following the policy |

of 'the Government to encourage
private investment. Nairebi, it's
picturesque . capital, is considered
aul‘l'l.-inl _LOndf}n..

In the spheres of ‘education,

health services and transport, there

haye been vast changes after inde-
pendence, but 2 lot remains to be
done, The administration inelud=
ing the administration of justice
is based on the British pattern.
Politically there is only one party,
the Kenva African MNational Union
(KANU), as the Kenya Peoples’
Upion was bapned in 1969. The
system of Government is that ofa
Parliamentary Democracy.

The major: tribes in the country
are ‘the Kikuyus, Luos, Luhyas,
Akamha, Maru, Embu, Masai, Tur-
" kana, Kaleajln and so on. Each tribe
speals it's own langusge, while
most  peonle speak Swehili  the
national language. Enclish #lso has
become a medium of communica-
tion between the yarious tribes
and the races liviag in Kenva, due
to “years of British domination.
Tribalism is a facter which cannot
be ifnored in rpolitics, or in the
administration, apart from having
a fun_damerltal impzct on one’s
personal life. Most Kenyens are
Christians by religion, and free-
dom of worship is gu~rnteed by
the “constitution, and it's prastice
could be seen by avy visitor to
Kenya, who will find it, a coun-
try full of contrasts, intaresting
and fascipating:  Apart from the
Africans who are the  majority,
Asians and Europeans also live in
Kenwa, in an amicable manner,
while preserving their own charac-
teristiss,

This: in short is the Kenya whlch ]
was ruled by Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, |
who lived up to the 252 of 89 years..

When his lifer story - is. unfolded
it is-seen, that he was borp as the
son ‘of @ poor rsasant called Ngengl,

in or about 1889 (nohody .is cer--.
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taln), at Ngenda, Gatundu Division,
Kiambu District, Nairobi.
mother was Wambui. He was a
Kikuyu by tribe. Kikuyu are the
biggest tribe in Kenya. His parents
pamed - him Kamau Wa Ngengi.
When he was about 12 years old,
he on his own had gone to a school
run by the Church of Scotland
Mission, =t Thogoto, where he
studied for 5 years. There, he
was baptised as Johnstone in 1914.

After  sometime he had found
employment in a farm, belonging
to an European. In 1917 when
he was employed by a contractor
at Narok, he was called Kinyatta

which by usage became Kenyatta.
In 1922 he secired 2 job as a
Stores Clerk cum meter reader
in the Nairobi Town Council and
obtained a salary of K. shillings
250/~ p.m, a rather high salary for
an African at the time. During
this period he purchased z house at
Dagorntti and converted a part of
it into a shop. He bought a bicycle,
and then a motorbicycle, and was
the first African to obtiin a driving
licence in Kenya. These were all
taboo to Africans before. Later
he batame an inspector of Water
Supp]fas

His active political life hr*gan in
1922 when he joined the Kikuyu
Cantral Association when he was
hardly 25 years of age.and he be-
came 'a trade uniopist. In 1929,
Kenvatta was sent to England. to
represent the interest of the Kikuyus
whose lands had been taken over
and converted into the White
Highlands, and when Africans had
to carry identity cards wherever
they went, and were treated like
dirt by the British rulers. In 1930
he became the editor of MWIGWI-
THANIYA (conciliator) a natio-
nalist newspaper published in Swa:
hili. = Kenya was then another
Rhodesia where discrimination was
practised - against the' ‘African in
their own land. -

i (To be! Concluded)
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Thoughts On The Cyclane

-~

POEM

Why ?

Mother Nature!

Bounteous giver, source of life, Why

did you turn
your scorn upon this race of men?
Wherefore your
fury and ire: like Godess Kali roused
from slumber
and full of wrath vho sweeps across
the world and
lsaves davastation in her wake; why
go berserk in
thiy our beauteous isle and ravage
the land from
shore to shore leaving
. scarceley anything
intact? Why
choose this place to rage
and storm and
rant and roar
to create hayoc in our midst! You
have turped
demon, virage, flend! Has your fury
abzted? Have you
completed your mission

of destruction

for tne sins
we do not know! Do you

teel luat:f‘ed
to see the

horror and the pain? Does

your heart
fee] glad that

‘men have suffered and died;

thel they
starve and wander
leafless without a place to rest their
heads; to see
the labour of their hands
and minds laid
to waste, to

“ruin? Yau are cold and

cruel and donot
feel remorse.
When the very shelter of
man's life; his
haren and
refuge becomes a hell,
what then does he
do! Wher the
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"yery gource of life, the giver turps =
* destroyer where : '




Letter

then does he go? To think | sat on
these self-came
shores and watched the ripples and
soft waves break
and felt the wafting breeze on
my face
when | sought
Wolzce from the world of men.
But now
You who were
a balm to sosthe the trembling of my
soul have turned
traitor. Ruthless, hard and
cruel. All
the love |
had for you is gone,
all faith shatterad
and now |
Know not where to go or to
whem to turn!

Vinodini

LETTER.

"Discriminative Taxa-
tion Proposals And
Higher Salaries
Sir,

Altnough | still have my doubts”

about the timing of it (the Prime
Ministar, Mr. R. Premadasa, himsalf
having stated a few mopths ago that
seven million people of this Country
are living on the verge of abject
poverty) | welcome the exemption
from Income Tax and other conces-
sions s'owered by the Minister of
Finance. Mr. Ropnie de Mel, on the
public sector workers but | cagnot
understand why he has discriminated
against the workers in the pri\;ate
sector in  his Taxation Proposals.
Public sector workers including
bureaucrats have been completely
freed from the payment of Income
Tax and given a ten percent sa}ary
rise irrespective of the quanta of
salaries which they pnow draw but
the economically ha.rd-pfessed

worker in the private sector who

3l

earns over Rs. [,000/- per month *

is liable to lncome Tax which will
cause a lot' of heartburning and
resentment. Do pot the workers
in the private sector work for'the
bepefit and betterment of Sri Lanka ?
Are planters, epngineers. account-
ants, managers and other exzcutives
in the Private Sector less useful to
the Country than their counterparts
in the publicsector ? 1ftheir services
are appreciated, why have they
been discriminated against in regard
to taxr.'tion ! I

It was not long ago that, in an
article of his which was published
in the press, Mr. Esmond Wickrema-
singhe whose views are respected
and heeded, advocated the exemp-
tion frem Income Tax the salaries
of all workers un to a limit of Rs.
3,500 per mo-th or Rs. 42,000 per
year. But Mr. Roanie de Mel has
gone farther thap this in respect of
public servants.

| feel that all workers should be
treated on an equal footing as far
as taxation Is concerned. And in
view of the low value of the rupee
a1d the high cost of living, the tax

free allowanre of a'l Income Tax

payers should be raised to at least
Rs. 2,000 per month or Rs. 24,000
per year.

I was pleased to read that all
pensions will be free of Income Tax,
Similarly, the tax of up to 159 which
is levied at present on withdrawls
of Employees’ Provident Fund bepe-
fits and gratuities at the time of
retirement, should be abolished.
Employees who coptribute to Pro-
vident Fund in the private sector
do not get monthly pensions.

I trust that suitable amendments

will be made at the Committee.

Stage of the Budget to ease the
hardships of the private sector
workers aiso which will only be
just and equitable. Ipcidentally,
the workers in the private sector
are not legally entitled to the tep
per cent wags increase which all
workers Including  the lethargic
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bureaucrats in the public sector . -

will receive.

| have po personel axe to grind

being an employee on a2 Government-
owned estate but | am at the same
time employer of over 200 workers

in the private sector who have my |
sympathy and whom [ prefer to the -
pampered arones in the public
sector.

ROBERT HARLEY,

Mopte Cristo Estate,
Mawalapitiya,
20.11.78.

Mr. Harley, an old Tribune subscri-
ber, died on November 22. This letter
was writien two days bef ré this death.
Over the years Mr. Harley has written
many le.ters to the Tribune on the '
problems of the plantation jndustry—

—Editor.

—-0— =—0— —0O-—

YOUTH

Youth is not a time of life, it
Is astate of mind. We grow
old only by deserting our ideals.
Years wrinkle the skin but to
give up enthusiasm wrinkles the
soul. Worry, doubt, self-distrust,
fear and despair—these are the
long, long years that bow the
head and turn the growing spirit
back to dust. There is in the
hearts of all of us, whether seven -
or seventy, the love of wonder
and love of life. We are asyoung |
as our faith and as old as our
doubt.,,......as young as our self
confidence...,. and as old as our
fear..... as young as our hope |
and as old as our despair.

Samuel! Ullman.
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Confidentiall

Railway's Tragedy

IS IT NOT A FACT that CGR has
failed to make the progress the
present UNP government promised
to achieve when it came to power
18 months age? That the Minister
of Transport had boasted that the
CGR would fupction efficiently in
three months? That six such three-
month periods have come and
gone and the Railway is still jn
square one! That in somz matters
like the Catering Service, things
have gone from bad to worsel
That when the Minister was on
his Haj pilgrimage recently, the
Junior Ministar had addressed a
press conference in which he had
said, 2mong other things, that
nothing more could ‘be done in
the CGR until the new locomotives
and carriages arrived in the course
of 19792 That this is undoubtedly
a confession of faiture? That it will be
recalled that in 1969-70 the CGR
had fewer locomothes than now
and that it had rup a far better
service then! That the secret of
success then was that the loco-
motives, carriages and waggons
ware serviced, maintained #nd
kept in repalr without prorasti-
natien?  That the deterioration
had started from (971 when the
LSSP's Transport Ministry in the
UF government kickzd out efficient
managers and replaced them with
union favourites? That this feather-
bedding of a select trade union
coterie nad led the rot in the
CGR? That, step by step, from 1971
the work of repairing, servicing
and maintaining locomotives and
the - rolling stock at Ratmalana
had come to a grinding halt? That
workers at running sheds also went
to sleep and neither cleaned nor
oiled the engines or carriages?
That ay 2 resulet of this, engines
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and carrfages became “unser
viceable” and were left to rust
in the yards? That supervisors
could not get any work doue
because union officials were more
powerful than these supervicors!

‘That any suprvisor Who tried to

enforce discipline was thrown out
at the behest of the Union? That
whep the Government tried
belatedly to enforce discipline, go-
slow and strikes became the order
of the day? That when the UNP
came to power the CGR was on
the verge of total collapsel

IS IT NOT A FACT that in the
first euphoria of UNP's victory a
great deal of boloney was pro-
mised? That the new brooms swept
with vigour for a while? That the
LSSP hardliners. were maved out

from positions of strepgth? That

instead of picking on efficient super-
visors to run the Reilways, the
new Ministry began to rely on the
kingpiné of the UNP’s CGR union
officialdom even to choose super-
visofs and departmental heads? That
as 2 result of this new Find of
feathsr-bedding, the Ratmalana
Workshop has still pot attaiped
even a fraction of the pre-1970
outturn of work! That there are
still a very large number of loco-
motives, carriages and waggons in
various stages of break-down—and
most of them can be easily repaired
and put back on the tracks? That
instead of doing this, the CGR—
Ministry as well as Department—
have found an easy way out of
their difficulties by making every-
one in authority believe that the
existing rolling stock and loco-
motives were Inadequate and that
the ‘‘unserviceable’ ones were be-
yond repair and that the only
thing to do was to import a large
aumber of locomotives, carriages
and other rolling stock? That this
ic what is being done? Tkat this is
a erime against the nation? That

‘new imports can be justified enly
'if the repair and service facilities

are rup at least at minimum levels

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Tonzanian Railway’s § Fate

of efficiency! That it lis for this-
reason that World Bapnk complex
has refused to touch the CGR?
IS IT NOT TRUE TOO that imports
even op a massive scale will enly
help the CGR to have a facade
of an efficient service for a2 short
while? That the new locomotives,
carriages a.d waggons Wwill soon
suffer the fate of the old without
the necessary maintenznce and
servicirg! That such trigedies
have overtaken railways s;stems
in developing countries where ideo-
logical slogans 2nd predelictions—
be they LSSP, SLFP or UNP—
prevent efficient administration?
That the Time magaz'ne of Novem-
ber 7, 1978 had s revealiz g report
entitled The Great Railway Disaster?
That it concerned the 1,160 mile
railway built by the Chinese in
Zambia and Tanzania? “..The equib-
ment was ohly two years old and
already showed signs of neglect.
Toilets that the Cainess once serub-
bed meticulously wcre now subjected
to desultory end occasicnal swab-
bings by Tanzanian and Zambian

workers. . The express finally chugged

jnto its Zambian terminal eleven
hours late. We were lucky at that.
Freight trains normelly require 20
days or more to make the round
trip, owing to equipment failures,
crashes, derailments and endemic
small-scale pilfering. About 30%, of
the 2,100 freight cars, and up to a
third of the locomotives, aie out of
commission at g cme.? That what
has happened in Tanzania-Zambia
can well take place here if the
Ratmalana Workshop and the Rups
ning Sheds of the CGR function
as they do now? That the com-
pletely brand new railway system

‘in Tanzania—with new locomotives,

new carriages, in fact, new every-
thing—has begun to collagse be-
cause the service and maintenance

facilities do not function properly? _

That this fate will predictably
overtake the pew locomotives and
carriages of the CGR. if matters
are not put right immediately?
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