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Peace — Where from... ?

Hosohities have ceased. We listen intently hoping we will
not hear even the muffled sound of war droms. Instead

the air resounds with a thousand, thousand sighs of

relicl cehoing from the furthest cornees of the country,
Locking back we see the devastation wrought by neaely
20 years of a bitter war. The human lives lost — killed,
maimed, broken- the land laid waste, its resources in
shambles — the spirits, the very hearts and minds of the
people hardened and embittered by hatred and fear,
mistrust and suspicion,

The present is throbbing with cxpecration — expectations
of Peace though on the far hornzon

extremely complex and fraughe with difficultics are in
progress, the people on whose hehalf peace is heing
negotisted need to be the supporters of the process. The
back up for such eritical negodations to succeed and
survive must come  from the people. Henee the peace
process has provoked a multifaceted approach — one such
aspect of peace building devolving on the people.

Bur the people are still deeply divided by suspicion and
fear in spite of the common desire for peace. [ris a change
in attitude that has to transform them. Reconciliatory
maoves are essental between the North and the South,

Here is the opportunity for women to

Secking to cstablish a lasting peace, the | Peace W'” CEHT‘IE WhEI"I PEDFIE | engage in a forceful women — centred

process in its many varied forms has |
taken over as a part of daily life
ralks,
agreements are items of topical |
interest  everywhere,  Leaders, |

Meetings,

politicians, state officials, facilitators | Peace will come when people
learn ta listen and to care

and acovists are all involved in the
pursuit aof peace. It is the immediate
and necessary consequence of the
‘ceasefire’. The peaple who hore the
brunt of the war, the civil sociery are
standing by on the periphery waiting, waiching with
ANXious uncertainey.

Yot this fime notahly a certain civic conscinusness which
has been characreristically, lacking in our people, is much
in evidence. They are stepping forward to get involved
and be participants in the peace process where they feel
it behoves them o make a conmibudon in some way
And the civil snciety includes women who through the
grim realicy of war have suffered the worse of war
horrors. They are ‘the other victims of war’, yer ri'u:j,r are
als the apents of peace, They have been campaigning
for peace, participating in meetings and demansteations,
working with displaced women of all communitics. But
it is the men who are predominant in the peace efforts,
Women's wvoices are vet to be heard. Women's organiza-
tions have gathered together and have been insisting that
they be participants in the peace process. Women’s
perspectives in this crdeal nanonal  endeavour need to
be piven due reeognition. While these major moves,

see
all people as the same
negotiations, | and no one has to live in fear
in ignorance and shame.

| drive to bring together the people of

the country, North and South, East
| and West. Their hearts and minds
| nced 1o he touched — a rEMLn 1o
| humanistic idcals pursued, Women’s
| natural sendencies for sharing and car-
| ing need ta be exploited.

I

| about the rights and dignity |
| of people everywhere,

| Amanda Bradley

Movements from the south 1o the
north and  wice versa are gaining
momentum, The peace train, the pada
yatras, religious processions, the peace missions are a
spontancous outflow of the desire to see the bonding of

4 mation's people, The meedng of disabled soldiers from

o e L

rhe soush with their counterpares of the Narth must thaw
the coldest human heart, i
The meeting of academ- Editorial
ics can evalve new  lines
af thinking Face to face
encounters, personalised

mCCTjﬂgS Or groups orcven

Men in Women's Spaces
Gender Interacts ..
Civilising Others
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Unifem Currents
Around the World

story of Suu Kyi
International Conference
IWD

crowds mingling together
with their counterparts can
help greatly to diffuse ten-
sions, Reports indicate an
ﬂmaziﬂg amount of good-
will an bach sides. Can not
this fund of goodwill form - Migmnt WiHEH
the base of a very solid
foundation to this aspect of
peace building ?

Women's Writing
From t.Em Euuf{ sﬁuff
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Men in Women'’s Spaces

The question of exclusive women’s spaces appears to have
run dry in conversations within the women’s movement.
Particulatly in the Asia Pacific, but also in Aftica, women
who identify with the women’s movement, both
feminists and gender advocates, have insisted that
without bringing men into our dialogues and engage them
in our discoutses, we will not be able to advance the
agenda of women’s empowerment. This has been a
particularly strong assertion with the rise of gender
analyses and concepts of gender mainstreaming within
both academic and development wortlds.

Women’s organisations, like Isis International-Manila, are
often asked why we do not employ men as patt of our
regular staff, and why we describe our information and
communications work as being in support of the women’s
movement. It appears that maintaining a women-centric
focus is not any longer pursued by some sectors of the
women’s movement. While our agenda stand on the
foundation of the feminist and human rights frameworks,
we are vety conscious of the fact that there are many
women now engaged in different social movement who
are also fighting for gender equality and fundamental
social transformation. The women’s movement itself,
particularly that located in the South has begun to work
on issues of globalisation, the impact of structural
adjustment policies in the South, and the specific
realities of nationalist and fundamentalist agendas in the
South. We now see our role as also including the
reaching out to other social actors, both women and men,
and building bridges as it were, between the women’s
movement and other social movements.

We believe that the question of autonomous women’s
spaces is still very much a debate that we should have.
While gender mainstreaming pushes for the inclusion of
men as an effective strategy in pursuing the goal of
empowerment, and there are indeed many more men now
working on programmes and work, we cannot
immediately conclude that maintaining physical and ideo-
logical spaces where only women engage is an outdated
strategy. We do think that it is crucial that men become
engaged in women’s issues, and many mote men need to
do this, but, as Patricia McFadden, one of our contributers
to this issue argues, not to reassert old heterosexist and
nationalistic claims of women and men being located and
engaged in the same spaces. In this issue of Women in
Action, there are several contributots who have shared
the ways in which they have sought to engage men in

their programmes on reproductive rights and domestic
violence with varying degrees of success. Thete is also
an interview with an exceptional man, Paul Sinnapan,
who has himself been radically transformed by gender
analyses and now actively seeks to educate other men in
the cooperative movement in Malaysia to confront
sexism within their movement.

Clearly, there is a desire amongst feminists and gender
advocates to get men involved in our struggles, and there
ate many ways in which this can happen. And there ate
clearly exceptional men out there, feminist in their
thinking and demeanour, who have taken on the
challenge that their women comrades have posed to them.
These men have overcome the pressures of the roles
placed upon them as a result of societal construction of
men and women, while giving up some of the traditional
privileges conferred to them through centuries of
entrenched patriarchal dominance. However, we would
argue that this is still the exception rather than the rule.
In our conversations with women from the tegion, we
hear about how women have to fight a very personal
struggle for democracy and justice within their homes
and within the most intimate telationships. There are still
too many men who pay lip service to women’s empower-
ment and notions of gender justice, who have yet to make
any fundamental shifts in their own behaviour within their
families and within their wotkplace. Women wotking in
development agencies that promote gender frameworks
within the work of their partners of the ground can
attest to the ways in which gender hierarchies are
reproduced and reaffirmed in internal structures of these
very agencies. This is why the work needs to happen at
all levels.

With this rich harvest of passionate women’s and men’s
writings, we hope that we will stir up sufficient debate
on this issue, and start the conversation from another
entry point. The task of gender mainstreaming is not over,
surely, but clearly there are visible gains in this area, and
worthy of a reflection on how far we have gotten, whete
we are heading, and what we might be gaining and/ot
losing as a result of this project.

courtesy: Women In Action No. 1, 2001- Editorial

(Women In Action covers a broad range of issues affecting women
globally, but focusing on the particular needs and concerns of women
in the Global South, and forwarding a progtessive petspective tem-
pered by the expetiences of the thirld world women’s movements.)
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Gender Interacts and Intersects

India and Asia, it is said have great cultures and a great
civilisation. When did we have it as totally and wholly cultured
and civilized? Was there any time in history that this was truism
or has it always been something we speak of theoretically. What
happened in Gujatat, in India in the recent past makes me raise
the above questions. I raised the same question before, once in
1983 and again in 1989 when the LTTE ethnically cleansed
Jaffna of the Muslims. Fot me culture and civilisation should
essentially relate to human beings.

There is mass killing all over among us. When we
become ethnically or religiously tensed-we destroy people in
the most gruesome way, men and women and children. Here
we are particularly concerned about the gender aspect of it.
Though killing of any human being amounts to the same
hottific feeling ethnic cleansing gender belonging plays a major

gruesome role.

Ethnic ot religious belonging is written politically on
the site of female bodies. This happened throughout histories
all over the world. Human beings commonly share this vice. In
Guijarat recently we hear of murder and gang rapes of gitls
and women in the presence of their family members. This is
violence of a particular nature which has gender dimensions
relating to women’s bodies and sexuality. This comes under the
tubtic of women’s tights within human rights.

Occasionally religious identity is also written on man’s
bodies. A Muslim was stripped to confirm his identity and
then stabbed in the chest and abdomen — His wife 2 Hindu
was also stripped (for different reasons here) and stabbed on
het “ptivate patts” and she died instantly. Another Muslim boy,
a teacher was also stabbed to death — being punishment for
marrying a Hindu gitl. Those two encounters are not chance
encounters but premeditated and sought after for a good
reason — matrying a Hindu gir.

Vishwa Hindu Prashad, we learn is very touchy about
Hindu girls marrying Muslim men — viewing
the phone menon as conversions to the Muslim faith. But it
welcomed Hindu men marrying Muslim girls. Apart from the
question of conversion thete is also another deeply sensitive
reason, which is limited to the sexuality of women — the
lineage markers and identity markers are catried on the male
line. The womb carrying women receives the Muslim man’s
child and gives it an identity based on his male line. The Hindu
men of the community tesents this and feels it as loss, as a
blemish on their cultural identity. But on the contrary, if a Hindu
man matries a Muslim gitl she gives birth to Hindu progeny by
the reason of one male line determining the identity of the
newly botn. Gender impinges heavily as matters of ethnic and
religious identity and during fiots and communal clashes being
a woman has its own vulnerably dangerous implications.

(The incidents reported here are taken from the Hindu of 1¥
April 2002)

We extend our solidarity to the victims who .are
alive, both men and women who are victimised brutally
by fellow human beings. We also condemn the killings
and rape of women. We also extend our cooperation
and concetn to all those who are working against this type
of barbarism.

When ate we going to become cultured?
When ate we going to be civilised?

The struggle has to go c;n!

Civilising others - the Mission continues

We have passed through a stage of our history where
decolonisation took place for many nations and many peoples.
Wortld super persons with their military might and presumed
supetiority of civilisaion came down to many countties with
a “cross and sword” conquering us, plundeting our economic
resources. But they felt subjectively that there is a civilizing
mission in the process. We thought this phase was over, though
glimpses of the ideology persisted through other means such
as economic domination, unfair trade deals. But what is
shocking now is the statement made by Tony Blait’s aide,
Mr. Robert Cooper. A decipheting or a deconstructionist view
of what he said amounts to a repetition of history. What
exactly did he say?

“Defensive imperialism to deal with threats from undemocratic
States”

“Well governed Western Nations can impose order and
stability in the world”

“The need for colonisation is as great as it ever was in 19*
Century”

This was stated in a pamphlet on “Reordering the
world”- He emphasised the “need for colonisation and is in
fact unhappy that there are “no colonial powers”, willing to
rise to the occasion.

Are we going back to an age of impetialism and
empire building?

And what is the relevance of this to our agenda
Gender. The discourse on gender relations emphasis.
many things amongst which equality, non-hierarchy and
non-oppressive social relations are the most important
factors. As feminist, our agenda, extends to all types of

oppression, whether it is national or those based on racism,
class and caste.

We are certain that the feminists in the UK and those
within the Labour Party will set right the agenda of the Labour
Party which is headed by Tony Blait.

Pravahini Vol. 10. No. 1 July 2002




Personality Development

The differences in the sexcs go beyond biclogy, Two of the
mestimposant diffesences thar shape the furore child are soci-
el norms and maturiry,

At birth the sex of the infantis a factor deciding how people
tesct to the baby, The social order associates cortain colours
with bovs and other calours with girls. In time, the dress code
will be differentated. Later specific expectation — short hair
for boys, long hair for the girls will increase, Parents pride
themselves on favourable comments from sociery: They sec
how well boys and girls hehave according to social expecta-
tons. The clated children repear the appliuded behaviour in
order to please people around them. Children do respond to
prasse by repeating the deed. Getting praise for behaviour in
accord with what people expect encourages children o play
the role appropriate to their sex. Parents ever sensitive to the
ol order, eategorse the children's actvites as masculine and
temininge,

Research findings indicate thar girls are more mamre than
bays of equal age. Three year old gitls unbutton their
clothes easier than three yearold bovs. Evengrls of five years
have the capacity to control their posture to sic sill for
storics, whercas bovs of similar age do nat have char kind of
contril,

It is important to elanfy the individual differences. The maost
important fact about a child is not the age nor the stage sheis in
nor any other grouping that she falls into (or thar deseribes he)
but the fact tha she is herself, a unique personality.

Child psychologists confirm thar differences from individual
to individual are much more important and larger in comp
arison to the differences berween the sexes. The child will
solve many a developmental problem, ssch inies own way and
at its cown speed, Thus the child develups as an individual at her
ewn rare of progress,

Along the child's path, a major factor that contributes ro her
success will be the confidence thae adules give. Appredating o
child for herself, makes her appreciate hersclf, thus making her
appreciate others as individuals. As adules, we should help them
to understand the differences and to accept them, Differences
are recogaised but evaluative comparisons are nor made,

Most cultures curls and restrict the progressive thinking af a
mirl childd so chae, she cannot develop as an imdividual, bur is
taught to be dependent. Changes in thinking must start from
childhood. A confident personality is what is important in
making an asscrtive person, Lt will make her a wholesome
persan able to stand on her own,

Awarding certificates 1o a participant after
the Law students Workshop held ac WERC.

At the Strategic planing workshop held for the
WERC staff and Board,

[ Group Discussion at a workshop ] m

[ Workshop on Gender sensitisation at Trincomalee J
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From UNIFEM Currents

The Executive Director (UNIFEM) outlined four key
priotities for Afghan women, which include:

e  Security: Special protection should be provided to
women in camps for refugees and displaced people and
during the repattiation process. A professional police
force should be trained and equipped to address
women’s special security needs.

o  Gender justice: An independent judiciary based on the
rule of law must protect women’s rights. Violations of
women’s rights must be monitored, reported and
remedied.

. Governance: Afghan women need ownership and
representation in the reconstruction process. The two
women in the Interim Administration and their
Ministries need political and financial support.

e  Women’s economic security: UN programmes and
NGOs providing credit, economic opportunities, skills
and employment must respond to the needs of
particularly vulnerable women and link them to private
sector oppottunities.

The long-term goal of UNIFEM’ work is to realize all
human rights for Afghan women as enshrined in the 1979
Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion against Women (CEDAW).

WOMEN PARTICIPATE IN ALBANIAN WEAPONS
COLLECTION PROGRAMME

UNIFEM’s campaign to build awateness of women and youth
about voluntary weapons collection in Elbasan and Diber
resulted in increased roles for women in weapons collection
and a significant increase in the numbet of weapons
surrendered in project ateas. The campaign was part of UNDP’s
“Weapons in Exchange for Development” (WED) programme
in Albania. ‘

UNIFEM sutrveys showed that women are essential in
convincing their family-members to hand in weapons as a con-
dition for a better life, both economically and socially. Through
the WED programme, around 7,000 weapons and 300 tons
of ammunition have been collected in project atcas. Police claim
large quantities of weapons still remain in civilian hands, repre-
senting a clear and present danger to women, children and
communities as a whole. Partnerships between women’s orga-
nizations and police wete increased through the campaign.

GROUP ON WOMEN’S RIGHTS LAUNCHED IN
CHINA

In China, government reptesentatives formed the “National
Coordinating Group on the Protection of the Rights of Women
and Children,” with fourteen government ministries and
leading political parties as membets. The establishment of the
National Coordinating Group is a result of two years of
public campaigns from women’s and civil society groups. The
Group was launched last November at an inaugural workshop
for UNIFEM’s Trust Fund suppotited project “Women and

Men Working together for the Elimination of Domestic
Violence against Women in selected Provinces of China.”

The establishment of the National Coordinating Group has
enabled the Trust Fund project to garner political and institu-
tional support in the four pilot provinces of Jiangxi, Shannxi,
Liaoning and Hubei. The National Coordinating Group
provincial representatives include women leaders with the
regional Women’s Federations, local heads of police forces,
people’s courts and concetned local government officials.

TRAVELING SEMINAR FOR UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS IN INDIA

In India, UNIFEM and the NGO AAKAR organized a
‘traveling seminar’ on gendet, masculinity and violence against
women. The seminar targets young men and women in six
universities throughout the country and seeks to explore issucs
of sexuality and masculinity in relation to the increase in
violence against women, as well as HIV/AIDS and population
control policies. The travcling seminar has already visited
universities in Baroda and Trivandrum and is currendy at
universitics in Delhi.

SIXTEEN WOMEN ELECTED TO BURUNDI
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Sixteen women were elected to Burundi’s Transitional
Assembly last month. The elected women were candidates from
14 political parties and membets of civil socicty. The elections
come after intense years of lobbying by the women of Burundi,
supported by UNIFEM and othet partners, for the inclusion
of women in decision-making and their participation in the

Burundi peace process. In July 2000, UNIFEM’s bricfing to

Burundi’s 19 negotiating parties made possible the first All Party
Burundi Women’s Peace Conference. As a result of the Peace
Conference, twenty-three of the women’s recommendations
to protect and promote women’s rights were included in the -
final peace accord.

PROTECTING RIGHTS OF MIGRANT WOMEN
WORKERS IN JORDAN

UNIFEM is supporting effotts in Jordan to modify the Labour
Law to be used as a crucial tool for protecting the rights of
migrant women workers. In an effort to ensure that the rights
of migrant women are recognized and valued, UNIFEM met
with a delegation from Sri Lanka last month to discuss ways to
protect the legal, economic, and social rights of women
throughout the migration cycle. UNIFEM’s programme to
empower migrant workers in Jordan began in August 2001
and its objectives arc to improve women migrant workers’
situation through changes in legislation and policics, promotion
of migrant’s rights, improvement of services and dialogue
between sending and receiving countrics.
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Located in London’s East End, Britain’s new women’s library

houses a cote collection of more than 60,000 books and records
tecounting the tich history of women’s achiecvements. The
Director, Antonia Byatt says — “This is an extraordinary
callection.

Not only does it track the stoty of women’s campaign for
equality with men, but it is a unique source of social history
about daily life.” Previously known as Fawcett Libraty which
grew out of the London Society for Women’s Suffrage founded
in 1867, it was at one time located in a pub.

Byatt goes on to say, “We might not have the same sort of
battle on our hands like the suffragettes, but there are things for
men and women to talk about... their roles in society. We
want to relate the library to what’s going on today. You can’t
isolate it from what is going on in the world.”

Rosie Boycott, the Editor of the feminist magazine “Spate Rib”
launched in 1972, the first copy of which is on display,
remembers that at that time 2 woman could not apply for a
mottgage without the permission of her father or husband.

The new library hopes to become a cultural and feminist
landmark in London.

Socialist Prime Minister, Lionel Gospin was elected in 1997
and gave top priotity to giving women their rightful place. His
cabinets included several women ministers.

The “parity” bill passed in patliament in 2000 sought to
increase the number of women taking to politics and parties
obliging were to have equal number of males and females on
their electoral list. Following on this, the Municipal Elections
of 2001 saw an increase of women councillors from
23% to 48%.

However, France has only 10.9% women in parliament, which
places her in the embatrassing world position as 52nd. The
clection due in June, 2002 was originally expected to yield a
latge increase in women representatives in ‘The National
Assembly as a direct result of the “parity” law. It is interesting
to note that under the “parity” law, which claims a global first,

a party that presented an electoral list with no women would
lose their claim for government financial subsidy while the
ideal position would be a list with equal numbers of male and
female names. A discrepancy would mean a proportionate
loss of subsidy. However, the final number of “winners” does
not come into considetation.

Hard on the heels of these encouraging assumptions comes
news that the male bastion of French politics is still going to be
difficult to breakdown. Itis reported that mainstream political
parties have not changed their attitude to women and have not
included the 50% women in their clectoral listing in spite of the
threat of government sanctions. It is more realistic,
accordingly to cxpect not more than 20% of the 577

seats in the National Assembly to be taken by women.

Mainstream parties have ignored the parity law under which
the parliamentary elections are being held for the first time.
Nevertheless, an optimistic note is sounded by those who
believe that the large numbers of women involved in local
politics since 2001 have produced expetienced women who
would find their way into the National Assembly. It would
indeed be interesting to see if, in the final count, men will
accept the rightful place of women.

Marseilles

L

S

The “Averroes Conference” was collated in 1994 and is
organised by Marscilles’ Culture Office. It hosts historians,
philosophers, sociologists, film makers, artists and writers
brought together from one shore to the other of the
Mediterranean for two days, and aims to “contribute to
building bridges between the two shores”. Named after
Avettoes alias Ibu Rushd (1126-1198), the conference is open
to everybody and has now become an important time of
exchange to gain a better understanding between the Eastern
and Western shores. A “specific theme of reflection” is
chosen each year. The purpose being to make knowledge
accessible beyond the intellectual circles, which it is reported
leads to “fascinating discussions and personal testimonies”.

The last Conference held on November, 23 & 24", 2001 had
as its theme ~ “Women in the City”. They were tackling the
subject from three angles.

“The first will deal with women’s relations to liberty, the
second with their position in the face of violence and the third
with their role in artistic creation”.

Although Mediterranean women had been left out of affairs
concerning the city, the women are now faced with access to
public areas which needed o be “questioned, compated and
tevealed”. Films too will be given a special place with
discussions following film shows.

€
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The Story of S'u_u_j;ffi}‘i-

Where it began:

In Myanmar {(Burma), Ne Win,
now over 90 vears old, fought side
by side with Aung San (Suu Kyi's
father) o gain independence
{from the British) for cheir
country and allied themselves
with Japan o fight the British in
World War 1L, Aung San was
assassinated in 1947 while Ne Win subsequently occu-
pied & key position in the politics and military of the
countty, Ne Win scized power in 1962 and set himself
up as a dictator and head of the milivary, Protests against
this military dictatorship broke our, but were suppressed
with much blondshed. In March 2002, he was placed

under housc arrese

Sou Kyi was just a child when her father was
assassinated,  She spent most of her life abroad and
returned home only in 1988 to look after her ailing mother.

Bur as rthe prorests against Ne Win's military junta
escalated and the country was seeing hloodshed, Suue Kyi
immediately joined the pro-democratc party, the NLD,
soon bhecoming irs figure-head as leader of the
Cppositon. In 1989, she was placed under house arrest
by the military junea for sis years. In 1990, her Natonal
League for Demoeracy won a landslide victory in the
electons, However, the malitary junta refused to hand over
power to the NLD, and continued to harass her 1o 1991,
she was awarded the Nobel Peace pnize as the world
recognised her efforts to win democracy for Myanmar, She
was freed in 1995, but subjected to several restrictions and
finally placed under house arrest in September 2000,

However, she could nor be silenced as she carried on her
campaign and the military had no alternatdve bue to walk
to her as internatic nal sanctions laid on Myanmar brought
the country's cconomy to shambles. Seeretive talks
through many months finally led w her freedom in May
2002, The international community which had laid
sancuons as well as the NLID demanded an unconditional
release for Suu Kyi, She is reported to have said that there
arc no restrictions on her movements and the interna-
vonal eommunity views the release as a very positive first
step, The world now awaits the military junta’ moves
toward genuine polideal reforms,

Suu Kyi ar 50, has the world behind her in her effort o
bring democracy to her country — Myanmar,

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

The International Centre for Erhnic Studics
(Colombo) recently organised an International
Conference on Women, Peace huilding and Constitution

making

Participants numbering one hundred and thiry
tive from twenty five counrries converged to share
their experiences and cxchange their ideas an
tepics of current interest to women and on behalf of
WOIMEn,

Conclusions centred on justice for women whao
invariably become vienms of war and the undispured
role that women could play in peace making. [t
was 2 show of consensus among the participants
from different parts of the world.

WERC was represented by the Executive Director,
D, Selvy Thiruchandean ar this conference.

-Tf}'iaria'_' Vasquez of Columbia

(ne of the participants at this International
Conference on Women, Peace building and Consttuton
making, organised by ICES was Maria Vasquez of
Columbia,

A 40 vear long conflict has made Columbia a war
torn countty, and Maria had been a member of an
utban guerilla group having got involved in 1t as
a university student alonp with the youth af that
time who hoped to achieve radical political
She had
been a member for 17 years and had been jailed for
nine years.

and social changes in the country.

However, she left the movement of her own accord and
went back ro aniversity.

She wrote a boak on her cxpericnces as 4

militant and won a Columbian povernment award
in 1998.

Maria is now a homan rights activist, along with
other ex combatants, making a complete change in
their attitude. They had decided to ler the public
know that they were convineced that only dizlogue
and peace negotiations would solve the long drawn
out contlict in Columbia,
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International Women's Day Programme
Migrant Women Workers

The problems of migrant women workers, most of whom
are emploved in the West Asian couneries, have been a
perennially sore subject of discossion,  Since the open
ceonomy of 1977, 51 Lankan women started leaving cheir
homeland in search of jobs mainly for economic reasons.
Though they went with great expectations lured by
atcracoive toregn earnings and dreams of providing a
better living for the family ar home, a larpe majoricy was
disappointed.  Their stones of harassment, non payment
of salaries, inhuman treatment and the culture shock they
suftered trom, have flooded our newspapers,

A workshop on this subject organized by WERC invited
three migtant women to talk of their experiences. Their
testimonies were 4 series of experiences, which bore
confirmation of the oft repeated common complaints
which migranr female returnees have expressed.

Having heard their personal experiences which led to
much discussion, the consensus was thar there was afrer
all these years a great deal more thae the State and other
organizanons could yet do for these women who bring in
the highest foreign exchange into the country.

At the conclusion, of the workshop the participants urged
the povernment of 51 Lanka as well as NGOs to
intervene with effective urgent action in the fn]lml.ring
areas of concern o them.

o Tou institute new research to cover not just the
Middle Eastern migrants but also women workers
who migrate to Western EBurope and the Asia
Pacific region. They are a pardcularly neg[er_'u:d and
invisible category in the existng body of literature
on migrant women in gener:ﬂ. Migrant women
workers in Western European countrics face racism
and racial discrimination, which often manifest in
violent forms The need is not just filling the gap in
research but highlighting the specific forms of
vinlence against them, their condirion af !.m]ncrzbjiir},'
and disadvantage due mainly o
difference. Their voice also needs to be heard and
accounted for,

cultural

#  To pur an end to the gross pender profiling and
differential creatment meted out to especially to
migrant women at the airport. Such profiling
bureaucratised and institutionalised by state
practice and rationalised by society constitutes
inverse discrimination against women by marking
them as a scparate category of people requiring
special attention. It further reinforces patriarchal
domination and conversely female subordination,

¢ To call for acitedinal and ideological change on
the part of 56 Lanka community in general and the
women's movement in particular on perceptions of
migrant women, Stereowvpical and sexist norms of
migrant womanhood and nepative representarions
need to be challenged and resisted. Women need to
be educated on the pioneering role migrant women
play in the country's economy and the need for
greater sensitivity and respect for their dignity and
integricy.

#  For the state to take effective remedial measures
to combat sexual enslivement and exploitation of
migrant women in the Middle East ar the hands of
Sni Lankan authorides in diplomarie missions who
under the puse of “safe houses” subject women o
muluple forms of victimisation, These “safe houses”
have emerged as centers for a thriving sex wade.
They have become potential sites of extreme
violence against women.  Women have been at the
receiving end of abusive officials who enjoy the
power to manipulate degrading situations of women
and turn them inco profic and advanmage. This
triangle berween the police in the recorviny country,
toreign emplovers and the Sn Lankan mission 1s 2
highly arganised glohal nerwork of modern waffick-
ing and slavery. Failure on the part of the Sri Lankan
state to fulfil 1O commitments in protecting its
citizens employed oversens who bring in the highest
foreign exchanpge will mean complicity and
collaboration with organised international networks
of trafficking

= To incorporate AIDS awareness and sex
education component in the training program for
migrant women in view of the increasing numbet of
HIV infected women among migrant populaton.
However, we fee] that society at larpe needs o be
responsive, responsible and sensitive to the pressing
concerns af AIDS affected migrant women and nin
react with stigma and ostracisation.

Some participants at the International Women's Day

workshop listening to migrant workers experience.
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Wossres's wfu'_ibl.g.

Women's writing in 5ti Lanka was undertaken as a
major research soudy by WERC,

It was desipned on a three phase base — writings of
women in Sri Lanka in pre colonial, colonial and
post colonial periods. T was further diversified into
Fnglish, Sinhala and Tamil writings. The rescarch
encompassing cxtensive arcas and indepth probes
spread through four years and has yielded five
publications in English, Sinhala and Tamil.

Two more books are due for publication shortly
Eualish-Colonial Period,

Writing an Inheritance: Women's Writing  in Sri
Lanka — 1860-1948 Vol. 1.

Edited by MNelouter de Mel and
Minoli Samarakkody.

Writlng an Inhoritance

e Ll

An Anthology - a collection
made for the first tme of some
of the carliest writings in English

by women in 56 Lanka.
travelers folklore
ghost stories, historical ficton
and social sarire

[y M de Ml

From i 1

the varving
themes reflecr the colonial sociery.

Writers include British and American rravelers,
Bella Wonlf, Canstance Cummings, Carelyn Corner
piving their impressions of colonial Cevlon, along with
crcative writings of Jessic Alice Gooneolleke,
Jane Goonenlleke, Rosalind Mendis, Mabel Fernando
and Ira Trimmer.

Post Colonial Period:
Celebrating Women's English Writing in Sti Lanka -
1948-2000. Vol. IL.

By Yasmine Gooneratne

CELEERATING SRl LANKAN -
WOMINS ENGLISHWRITING
The author has researched

and documenced fiction and
poetry published in English by
women living in the Island and
outside from 1948-2000. The
author has succeeded in
including abour seventy five
wrilcrs.

Tamil - Pre Colonial Period:
(heediished in Englith)

Feminine Speech Transmmis- ©

sions: An Exploration =
into Lullabies and Dirges = 3y
of Women. 5 il

T
5

By Sclvy Thiruchandran.

This book is a smdy of the L)

rich verbal arts of lullabies and dirges found in Sri
Lanka's folklore of the Narch. The material for the
research was collected from whar 15 available
frompublications, but it remains an oral tradition
handed down the unswritren
literarure.

penerations  as

Codomeal Pertad:  (published in Fnglich)
Subjectivities and Historicism

By Selvy Thiruchandran.

This publication comprises 2
Tamil writings of the colonial II@ :
petiod, where collecting source = T
material was a painstaking FEdns .
scatch through many libraries |
bath in S¢i Lanka and Chennai,
India, includes much
information from personal B0
discussions.

and

Sinhala - Pre-colonial period

foma ofozed &F onEEse (Womens conmmbuton to
Sinhala Lirerature Anuradhapuea w
Mahanuwara Periced)

By Ananda Tissakumara.

This book is a collecton of
writings and also unwritten
litcrature  of this period. The
author has given his analysis
and interpretation of the
materials contained in the
various chaprers such as Sigiri
Gee, Gajaman Nona and
Lullabies,

{Publication due in September 2002)
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Volunteer - Daniela

The third volunteer to join WERC in reeent vears was 1anicla
Easche from Germany, She was sponsored hy the Cenere for
Education and Networking in Non-Violent Action in Kurve,
Winstrow, Germany. Daniels spent a period of six monthe with
WERC. Young and rather apprehensive, she came two years
after high schoal and found herself in a mther bewildering
cnvironment,

However, very soon she was onc with us, adaptng herself
beautifully at WERC, Daniela was much interested in the
objectives and programmes of the orgnisation. She was keen
to underseand various gender issucs as scen in a third world
country, She initiated contacts with women's organisatons with
similar imterests in Germany,

Having developed a very sensitve understanding of women's
issues, Danicla went hack to her university studies pronouncing
that what she learnt at WERC would influence her furre, W
wish her well.

Hete are Danicla’s imprressions:

Tocanse to N Lanka in October 2000 de get o Eusw
a8 cudinre, compare it wath my own cltnere whel o tatally
different and to have the experience of bow dife dr in 51 { aamba,
Tz happenied during w st month valwntary service at the
IFsewen s Edvcation and Besearch Cenfre, Cofomba, fa which
I was sont.

After { got aver nry first oufturad haek, T heaer fo exghlare the
Conntry and itr pegpde. Now T knone the meeaning of words
dibe Pomer-Cut, Trirbany Saree, Kirthuth aret Py Day, A
very impariant experience for me wes, Mt e a Joreagner.
Tia bie conspicarnnes ald the time Gecasiie | aen different and o e
with sdvenge Jeaple and o langeage that was smew to e, [ bl
s Dnetle pregseciives agerinird mepselll This wor a bard expherience
buit affer some fime 1t was better and [ave bappy thar 1 conddd
make wew friends and gain new expertencer, Now, |
srteerstand M sitwation of fareigneer in ey sien cunmiry.

Wohen [ settied inta the arganzation, 1 started to help in the
fibrary, That was the perfect oppartanity to fmprave ey
dnenledpe abone Svf Lanka, Geader, Fthiics, Desanre wff
there Dooks bave feen at my disparal Af the rame tine,
[ guiwed knswledge of the fbrary work wnd made srpredf
sselued for the Sbrary stafl.

L aas ame af the faneidy of WERC Wirh imovense gooducl!
and patience everybody annvered my guestions. Ad WERC
there i a ot af cooperation and transparency in therr mord,

Later, I affired to get fir tonch nith German arpanizations
fo find fanders. | realived that it rr bard work o find
prople. who are willing to fiund the work that o1 done by
woment orgamizations. New, [ adwire the women in
these arganizations despite all the gircnmsiances
that reprers chem,  they show  ruch  melivaiisn

anel invadiament
i theer ek,
b jnfued some
worksdahc ani
meedingr
Wi=Ro,
detined &nond-

arn

eadgr afond the
rifwafien af
waskert f Nrr
Pk | fave
fzrned fo see te

serid dhranph o
Semidnist view,
Ht‘f!-:g af [FERC, | rontd see, hom N Remed IR crflerend
areas dn the conntry, bave already snweceeded with therr
I ”'@grdmmﬂ . P iicertians and that h'm"g"," e.'.ra'r.‘-.ra.":;:;'.*rf e iy
my futnre.

_—'-_______—-_——-nha-ﬂq-

Volunteer Intern

Young, cheerful Indumarhie Senadeera joined
WERC as a Volunteer Intern, sponsored by the Cenrre
far Study of Human Rights under their Internship
Programme.

Indumathi spent four months at WERC and dur-
ing this perind was assigned duties as a temporary mem-
her of the Library staff. She involved herself in various
aspects of lbrary work and proved to be very helpful,
She made use of the apportunities available to pain ex-
perience by helping in workshops and other activinies
organized by WERC,

A ograduate in Law, Indumarhi is st venturing
out into her chosen field, and we wish her well for the
furure.

Triennial Congress of the International
Alliance of Women in Colombo

The International Alliance of Women (IAW) s
mecting in 510 Lanks for the first tme, The 32+
Triennial Congress of the laternatonad Alliance of
Women is bemyg hosted by the St Lanka Women's
Congress (its affiliate) in Colombo in Seprember
2002,

Theme of the conference is “MNew Frontiers for a
New Age”

The Congress will be attended by more than 80 delegates
from USA, Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Asia and
Australia and Affiliates of the Sri Lanka Women's
Congress.  Most of the delegates are women Jeaders in
their countrics,

LK
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Staff Relaxes

Sunday, February 24" saw WERC staff assembled
outside our office premises to take off on a trip 10
Kandy, We piled into the waiting van choosing
comfortable seats, Amidst the exchanpge of
chatter, laughter and general good spints,
interspersed with 2 good supply of delicacies, we
sped on leaving the hustle and bostle of Colomba,

By early afternoon, we reached Hotel Vistas
situated ouwrside Kandy town on a hill wop
commanding a panoramic view of hills and
valleys and the black riblbon of a road winding in
and out, In the evening, we enjoyed a walk through
the Peradeniva Royal Botanical Gardens and later
drove through the University Campus Reaching
Upper Hantane, we spent some time on the hill
sides taking photographs, admiring the scenic
beaury and even visiong the kovil. Returning 1o
the hotel, the van came down effortlessly as from
habit, while in the suspended gloom the city
trembled with light, Back in the hotel, after a
sumptunus dinner, we sat out on the rocky hillside
enjoying the surrounding scene by night while cool
breezes fanned us lightly.

Mext day, we drove into Kandy town, and
wandered abour in groups visiting the Dalada
Maligawa, 5t Pauls Church, the Museum, Raja,
the Maligawa tusker preserved 1o its glass case and
rounded up the day with a shopping spree,

Twor days of relaxanon and enjoyment, far removed
from our rounne of projeces, workshops and
serminars, really pave us a much needed break,

Thanks o WERC,

Staff at the Orchid House of the Royal
Botanical Garden, Peradeniya.

From the Bookshelf.......ccooennnene.
NEW ADDITIONS,

THE SINGER AND THE SONG, by C5 Lakshmi, Val 1. New
Dxelhi, Bah for Women 20000 383pn.

The Singer and the Soog is the Arst of C5 Lakshmis three volumes
of detailed intervicws wich 50 potable women o the ars in India, She
recounts the experiences of legendary grears inoche fickl of music,
Loth vocal and instrumental. She provides us with o fascinanng,
accens in i cnnsmntlj' cltnnging mussical environment, from the days

of the devadasis and tawaifs, to contemporary tmes

WOMEN AND THE NATION'S NARRATIVE; Gender and
MNationalism in Twentieth Century Sri Lanka, by MNeloufer de
Mel, Mew Delby, Kali for Women 2001 293pp.

This honk explores the development of nauenalism in Sei Lanka dur-
ing the past century, partcularly withan the dominant Sinhaly Budidhis
aned mukiran Tamil  mevements. Tracing the wars women from di-
verse backprounds have engaged with nationalism, the author argues
that gender is crucial o an undesstanding of nationalism and vice
VETHE.

SHADOW LIVES; Writings on Widowhood, by Uma Charkravarti
aned Preed Gill, New Delbi, Kali for Women, 2001 AP

This veleme, documents the tocus on the widows, regarded s the
dark half of womanhood in tradinon, the stoacteal cu}\untcrpmrr of
the sumangall or the suspicious marded woman, and o provide an
archive on o widowhood, dating back to the 5th century BCL from
Sanskrt texts and other documents in many languages peblished in
the 19" and 20th comiunes,

VICTIMS, PERPETRATORS OR ACTORS?, Gender, armed
conflict and Political Vielence, edied by Caroline (0N Moses
and Fiona C Clark, New Delhi, Kah for Women, 2001 243pp.
This bonk provides a holistic analysis of the gendered nature of the
armed conflice and polineal vinlence and a ]);I'{.md{‘.f understanding of
the complex, changing roles and poswer reladons beraeen women and
men duting such circumstances,

WOMEN IN POST INDEPENDEMNCE SRI LANEA, cdited by
Swarna Jayaweera. Colomba, CENWOR, 2002 37 pp.

This velume discusses the impact on women of the social, political
and economic developments which have occuered dunng the ume 56
Lanka achieved politcal independence in 1948, The book covers a
broad ranpe of spheres where women have been affected, ineluding
education, health, the cconomy, employment, governance, law,
human rights, as well as family and communicy lfe. The book
focuses on the post independence era in Sri Lanka berween the vear
1945 — T949H,

UNRAVELLING HERSTORIES; A Three Generational Study
by Kamalini Wijayatilake, Colombo, CENWOR, 2001; 176 EE

The author reviews women'’s roles, responsibiities, and staws from
childhood, dering adoleseence and adultheod, while on other, she
investipates women’s position vis a vis culture and traditinnal
practices. The book narrates the private lves of women within the
frame work of the family and constitutes an imporant record for che
ferminist history
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Farewell! MBM%}]

Pushpa Wickramaarachchi resigned at the end of 2001 afier 10 years spent ar |

: |\For your next ............
WERC.Pushpa made a valuable contribution to WERC in the ares of | e : [
ol : : ; . Research, Article, Book, Specch|
publications and accounts, Friendly and helpful, she was appreciated for her | Bimoiisd .
outspoken manner. She has joined the World Unmversity Service, Gender and | eyt £ o
Development project which has taken her our to Hambanwom, We wish her well + Gerder + Child & Youth
in her new sphere of work. & Politics & Media

% Religion + Sociolopy

Young, energetic Vigitha Renganathan was at WERC only for a very shore & Women's Studics

peniod. Her service was marked by her methadical work style, her enthusiasm |

and her charming smile.  She has joined the Centre far Poverty Analysis as a | For quick reference: *

Research Officer. Our goodwishes go out to her. | Dictionaries / Encyclopedias
Research Reports

! Thesis / Direcrories

WERC Furnished Terrace Apartment

| ; 3 ; .
||Special colfection on Women's

; . = .| [Writing in S0 Lanks
Anclegantly fumnished self contained apartment is avatlable on lease for short periods SEoR St Lanks

of one to six months. Located in a quiet residental neighbourhood with our own
library facilities available at ground floor level, the apartment comprises a bedroom,
toilet, situng cum dining/ pantry ares wich cooking facilides and an open air terrace,
overlooking picturesque surroundings, It has a separate entrance giving total privacy and
the entite 750 sqft floor arca is fully dled,

Documentation

[MNews clipping on violence, suicides
|human rights FTZ, Women, Traf:
ficking in women, migrant workers

Documented Journal Areicfes
It is vacant from Ovctober 2002 for visitng expatriate scholars, researchers, NGO | from EPW Feminism and Psychol-

personnel and the ke, {oey, Rethinking History, Himal,/
Ingpuire from ... iGcnr]l:T and Society, Monthly
WERC Administragve Officer - 593296 |, 596826 [Review etc.

_WE&@ AU@W@M@ ||\Audio Visuals : documentarics and ||
[Features and Feature films on

| women jssues, human righes,

{Far your ethnicity ete.
@ Seminars, @ Workshops, @ Awareness Programmes, ® We have facilitics for Reading &/
® Film shows, @ Meetings cte. reference work for non mem-
! bers
'The WERC Auditorium offers you the following facilities - @ Information through telephone
or fax,
@ Fullyair conditioned ®  Computerised database for your
& Public Address System complete with Microphones and Ear Phones research
@  Overhead Projecrors @ Inter Library Loan facilitics
@  Translating Unit @  Photocopying at eost
@  TVand VCR Fadliges |/@ Computer printout of reading
©  Magiand Flip Chare Boards ' list
@  Recording faciline @ Loan membership
@ Reference/ referral services.

A seating capacity of 50 available with conference tables and an airy and
spacious dining area to accommodate the same number.
Meals, Tea conid be suppited on request |

—_— e e e I

- Women’s Education & Research Centre
58, Dharmarama Road,
Colombo 6, Sri Lanka.
Tel 395296, Fe 596313
E-mail womedref@slnet.lk

|
[l SR | S =t tvisie
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