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These were released later.
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eeramunail and burnt nearly all T#mil houses
causing Tamils to flee. Following this
incident, about 75% of Tamil residential
property was sold to Muslims at wery low
prices, Tamils thus dieplaced, founded
new villages at Malwattal, Veeracholai,
4{th ‘and 19th Colonles etc. The ares sold
was absorbed inte Samanthurai. Veeramunai
was thue rediyped tn g Tamil_gnclave,flhera
have alweys been Muslims waiting for a
chance to repeat what happened in 1954
and meke Veeramunai non-existent altogether,
The present incident is seen in this 1ight§//

\\mﬁ_ﬂﬁ’e’LTTE captured police stations

in the FEast, on the 11th of June, and a
decision was taken to kill the policemen
who surrendered, there appears to¢ have
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‘Sammanthurai is from Malay Samman (a boat) and
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“When Governer Sa decided to carry out the orders
iven to him there were whole villages of Muslims in the
abradgamuwa Dissawanies and in the Districts of Kalutara,

and Alutgama and in Beruwela. These Muslims went over to
the Sinhalese Kingdom of Kandy where King Senarat gave .

them Shelter and settied 4 thousand of them at Sammanture.”

STLLGGTIE. QD VeneTDedr  LOTEVL L FRUE. gewg Some
problems of Muslim law in Ceylon edirp predev.

“When the Portuguese expelled the Muslims from their
territories they were receieved by Senarat who settled 4
thousand of them in Batticaloa.”

wnbereniwanm. J.g. s ads . sorg Marginal
note to the History of Muslim law in Ceylon eréirp
Siredlab.
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SITUATION IN SAMMANTURAL: STATEMENT
BY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENCE

nich duidel Daddein Swen

Tomaryn pesge ey i

{The Hon. Racian Wikeratne)

Mr. Sperie:, 3 wish 1o thank you for the apportur’
given (o me 1 make o statement regarding the p- .
situation in Sammanturai.

Consaguemt (o Lhie eruption. of -
Sammanturei His Exceilency the Prer’
conference ‘al lie request of M ﬁ‘ \‘/
nshe

Government Group and dir-
Army Commander Genr: &@¢
cera and.

Enspector-General of ©

Military Liaison Jian High

Commission Colr &9 « and report to
aturei,

him on the exr

Havin: M @ ih the Indian Milithry
Come «t0s Committee, the team
vis' <23 10 asiess Lhe damage Lo
s <ment of people from their hoimes,
[ .entl ars:

(L +ik May 1987 at Voeramuni Jjunction three
Mus.llm ynutlll were killed by Vamil militants,

(2) On L4th May 1988 one Ahamed Lebbe
complained to the palice that the body of his
missing son, who was abducted 1 1/2 months,
agn, wes found in a paddy field in Veeramuni,

1C L‘!BR
L '\fﬁ)-‘-

ARV
NAL

13) On 14th May 1989 the driver and the cleancr of
a tractor hijacksd by Lwo Tamil m™itants were

killed and their bedies were =red the
follawing day.

(4) On I7th May 1989 a* i
Black arrived atat ported
that armed Tr sting and

killing M a4 requested

securit: @ scene and was
1nfo" @ a of four Muslim
\) arrived on receiving a

.ever, having searched the

$9 & that no sbduction had taken
b . found that 15 Tamil houses had been

+r that evening five Muslim persons were
.ously injured as-a result of shooting by unidentifled

Joersons. Two of the injured succumbed to their injuries.

Al about 5.30 p.m. the same day some Muslim houses:
had been set on fice.

A curfew was imposed and the situation was brought
under control.

{5) On 18th May 1989 firing had becn reported at
around 01.00 a.m. in the Veceamuni area and
some houses were set on fire, The situation was
braught under control in ona hour.

{6) On I19th May 1989 a house was set on fice and
the police sent & waler, bowser Lo the scene.
Police heard firing, and on visiling the sccnc
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