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Iwouldlike to just say a few words in English for the benefit of Your Excellencies,
thereafter I propose to switch over to the Tamil language for the benefit of the
larger audience that is here.

This is a historic gathering of the Ulemas of this country. The Ulema Congressis
having this session consecutively for the 5th time. Today’s theme would be the
challenges faced by the Ulemas on the threshhold of the 215t century. Islam all
over the world is facing and is going to face tremendous problems in the next
millenium, especially the 21st century, and our defenders are none other than
the Ulemas. Very unfortunately, our Ulemas, our brothers, lack the ncessary
morale and other support to defend the cause of Islam.

It is our duty to make them feel that they are not alone in this struggle, that we
are there to support them in defending us. This is, therefore, we thought, on-
behalf of the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress that we would have this gathering
today and tomorrow and at the sessions to follow they are going to deliberate

-0




on serious issues, and they will be passing resolutions tomorrow and based on
those resolutions this conference will proceed towards its next conference Insha
Allah in next year that is year 2000. We are also making use of this opporunity
to honour those Ulemas who are 70 years old and above, who have rendered
services to the nation, to the people, to Islam and the cause of Islam for more
than almost 50 years and they will be given and conferred the special title called

“Sheik - Ul - Ulema” and we will decorate them. We hope that will be a good

encouragement for them and for the youngsters too so that they will feel that
there is this community that appreciates the services renderd by Ulemas.

With those few, introductory words, I would ask your permission to leave me
to talk to those guests who are here, in the language, in which, they will be
much more comfortable.
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