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FOREWORD

This book, ‘The History and Heritage of the Muslims of Anuradhapura
District’ is being presented to the Prime Minister Hon. D. B. Wijetunga,
M.P., on the occasion of the National Meelad-un-Nabi Celebrations which
are being held at Anuradhapura on October 3, 1992.

This is the second in the series, ‘Know your District’ published by the
Department of Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs. This series is intended
to give an epitome of the history and heritage of the Muslims living in
various districts of Shri Lanka.

His Excellency Ranasinghe Premadasa, President of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Shri Lanka has compared the nation of Shri Lanka toa
fragrant bouquet of flowers. Just as each flower adds its own fragrance and
radiance to the glory of the entire bouquet, the various communities add
their own contribution to the culture and heritage of the nation of Shri
Lanka as a whole. It has been the noble aspiration and declared intention of
His Excellency that the culture and heritage of each community of our
nation should be promoted, preserved and developed to the greater
splendour of the nation. This book is a step towards that realisation.

The first book in this series “The History and Cultural Heritage of the
Muslims of the Kalutara District’, was released by His Excellency
Ranasinghe Premadasa in January 1992, on the occasion of the Presidential
Mobile Service held at Kalutara.

The place and role of Anuradhapura in the history of Shri Lanka is a
unique one. Anuradhapura District is not only the cradle of civilization in
Shri Lanka, but also, the bedrock of the hydraulic civilization, the first
Golden Age of our nation. That hydraulic civilization, even in the advanced
scientific achievements of our time, is a dazzling marvel to the world.

The Muslim presence in Anuradhapura District spans a period of one
thousand and four hundred years, at the least reckoning. The Muslims have
witnessed the various epoch in the Anuradhapura civilization as well as the
subsequent developments and the present regeneration. The Muslims of
Anuradhapura District, like the Muslims of all other parts of this country,
have been characterised by intense commitment to their religion, Islam
unflincing preservation of their ethnic identity and culture; and whole-
hearted affection and co-operation with all communities in Shri Lanka.
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The Muslims of Anuradhapura District, just as the Muslims of other
districts have worked, single-mindedly, to the greater glory and well-being
of the nation. Their history is an ample manifestation of the exemplary way
of life to any Muslim minority in any part of the world. The Muslims inhabit
102 villages with 88 Mosques and 62 schools in total harmony with the
majority Sinhala Buddhists of the district. This is symbolic of the unity of
the Muslims with other communities in Sri Lanka.

All this and more are told within the pages of this book. The unique
culture and life of the Muslims, with their own language, literature,
mosques, educational institutions, arts and crafts, occupations, social life,
are all epitomized in this book.

The first chapter, contributed by Mrs. Marina Ismail, a former Lecturer
in Geography of the University of Peradeniya, is on the early history of the
Muslims of Anuradhapura District. The second chapter, written by Kanzul
Uloom Alhaj M. M. M. Mahroof, sometime Assistant Director of the
Department of Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs, speaks of the modern
history of the Muslims of the district. Chapter Three on the mosques, is also
by Alhaj M. M. M. Mahroof. Alhaj Dr. M. M. Uwise, sometime Professor of
Islamic Tamil Literature at the Kamaraj University of Madurai, South
India, writes on the language and literature. The chapter on social life is
written by Mr. M. S. M. Anas, Senior Lecturer at the University of
Peradeniya. The chapter on Education is by Kanzul Uloom Alhaj S. M.
Kamaldeen, President of the Shri Lanka Library Association. The chapter
on the early occupations of the Muslims is by Mrs. Ismail, and that on the
occupations of the present day is by Alhaj M. M. M. Mahroof. Appendices
are also given. My thanks are due to the contributors.

This book is offered to the public of Shri Lanka as a symbol of the
Muslims’ co-operation and commitment to the nation.

Alhaj Abdul Hameed Mohamed Azwer, M.P.
Minister of State for Muslim Religious &

Cultural Affairs.

Office of the Minister of State for
Muslim Religious & Cultural Affairs,
34, Malay Street,

Colombo 2,

Shri Lanka.

August 20, 1992.
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