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FOREWORD

It gives me great pleasure to write this Foreword to this book
"Muslims of Gampaha District—History and Heritage" that is being
published by the Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural
Affairs, which is under the perview of my Ministry of Cultural and
Religious Affairs.

I am further delighted because Gampaha District happens to be
my electorate as well as an area that has produced Presidents and
Prime Ministers of this country. This was part of the Colombo
District for a long time and became a separate district in 1979, and
now has its own identity.

The Muslims of this district have lived in perfect harmony with
the Sinhala neighbours for a very long time. While retaining their
religious and cultural individuality, they have very well assimilated
with the Sinhala community and are leading a harmonious life.

It is very appropriate that the history, heritage, traditions and
culture of such a group of people are being chronicled and docu-
mented by the Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural
Affairs. This is the seventh in the series of such publications, as the
history of Muslims of Kalutara, Anuradhapura, Matale, Matara,
Kandy and Ampara Districts have already been published.

I wish to record my appreciation of the efforts of the officers and
others involved in this venture. Mr. S. H. M. Jameel, Advisor,
spends much time and energy in the diligent planning and
publications, together with the Additional Secretary Mr .A. C. M.
Razik and other officers of the Department. All the articles have
been contributed by knowledgeable persons of the area.
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I hope that this programme of documenting the history, of
- Muslims of other districts will continue in the future as well.

Lakshman Jayakody
Minister of Buddha Sasana and
Cultural & Religious Affairs
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