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Editorial

Itis with much pleasure we meet our readers through this issue of our "Torch
Bearer". We are on the track of preparing ourselves to meet the inevitable challenges
the new millennium has to offer. The values and traditions inculcated in us can
never be spared in the name of transition, though we are living in a period of
transition, where we want to create 'Unity in Diversity' by building up a global
village, instead of isolated nations.

Education should enable us to acquire a creative and open - minded
personality as well as virtues to develop not only intellectual but also practical and
social skills to create international understanding and respect between individuals.
Education every where must eliminate race prejudice and religious animosity. Let
our schools and universities be the centers which educate the young to know
themselves and educate the intellect, to reason well in all matters.

Education according to cardinal Norman is "The training of good members
of society. Its art is the art of social life and its end is fitness for the world". It is this
attitude that we want through education. The attitude of both the educators and the
learners must change to a greater extent. We must instil morals and patriotic feelings
in students, through education, J apan though devastated during world war II was able
to reach the apex of development within a short period because of the willingness
to work by her younger generation. Their favorite epithet is'KAIZEN' . Kazen means
a change for progress, which they have achieved through a step by step participatory
approach. Willingness to work towards progress must be fueled by patriotic feelings
which can only be got through proper education.

At present all things have gone up in value. Man alone has become very
cheap. He slaughters millions because of the terrific growth of anger hatred and
greed. He has forgotten his unity with all men. all beings and all worlds. The killings
and attacks that take place in schools and universities demonstrate the decay and
deterioration that has over taken our society. We must teach the young to show
compassion for his fellow beings . Children being the tenderest section of the society
have to be safeguarded. Their needs have to be recognised. Tolerance and respect can



never be taught through lectures in a classroom. They must be practised during the
school career and throughout life thereafter.

The new educational reforms have been hastily ushered in with the view of
giving complete over haul of the eatirc system of primary, secondary and tertiary
education with the view of equipping the children to face challenges in this new
millennium. Two types of qualitative changes are aimed at, one is to empower the
school leavers and make them employable and acceptable to the present global job
market and the other is to equip them with human values children with no values pose
athreatto society.

The present day child is burdened and has developed only an exam oriented
mentality. This stunts the creative ability and the general intelligence of children and
denies them their childhcod. Confining themselves to classroom and private tutories
the whole day has an adverse effect on our youth. They have no social awareness and
also fail to develop spiritual qualities due to the competitive environment. They
became victims to cruel and dangerous thoughts. The cducation which we give
beyond any doubt must address their young minds and free them from exam prone
mentality. The examination create a lot of uncertainty in the minds. 1t is the duty of the
society as a whole to erase fears and uncertainitics in the minds of children by steering
their thoughts from the negative to the positive by encouraging them to usc their
creative talents.

Where our school is concerned, the school untiringly supports the students in
all possible curricular and extra curricular ficlds. The children are exposed to a wide
variety of activities. There is an open atmospherc where they feel com fortable. The
school aims at instilling positive values onwhich they can fall back when they are out
of our sight. The education received within the portals of V.G.H.S. will be a principal
means to foster a deep and harmonious form of human development. It is also an
expression of affection for children and young people whom we need to welcome into
society, in the words of the poei-William Words worth. 'The child is the father of man'
May almighty God guide us through all our endeavours

"Give to the world the best you have, and the best will

come back to you' |
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Prize Day - 2001

The Chief guest's Wife
Mrs. Kanagaratnam
giving away the prizes




Prize Day - 2002

The Chief guest
Mrs. J.Balakrishnan giving away
the prizes
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English Union
Staff Advisor: Mr.K.Velummylum
President: Al)iramy Sivalingam
Secretary: Varmila Puvendran

The Eng‘lish union provi(les a lot of opportunities t(‘) the students to

(levelop and express their talents in the various skills involved in lang'uage

leaming. Competitions were held in spelling, copy writing, creative writing,

reading recitation and oratory. Our school won many places in the Divisional,

zonal district and provincial level competitions. The following students are

awaiting to participate in the National Level Competitions.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Vinuja Sahadevan Gr.06  Creative Writing  1st
Arivarasi Muthulingam Gr.06  Copy Writing 1st
Briyang'ari Satl'liyaseelan Gr.09 Creative Writing’ 2nd
Shalini perienpanathan Gr.10 Spelling‘ 2nd
Mary N iroshini Mut}lu]zumarasamy Gr.10  Creative writing 2nd
Gowshiga Mahatheva Gr.12 Spe]ling‘ 1st

The English Day Celebration was held on the 15th of October 2001 with
Mr.S.Suntl'laresvaran, Instructor, English language Teaclﬁng‘ centre and
Mrs.B.Sunthareswaran as the chief guests. Our sincere thanks to the
teachers of Eng’lish for their wholehearted efforts in Maintaining the
standard of English. Best wishes fora bright future.
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A Scene from the Tamil Play "KARAUHAL"




English Day - 2001




The Senior drama troupe with the teacher -2001
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Hindu Union - 2002
with the Principal and
Teachers in Charage

Dance Drama Troupe

A Scene from
the Dance Drama



Some English Day Presentations

Choral Recitation

Country Dance

The Senior Drama
Troupe who staged
the play ‘'OTHELLO’




English Union
Staff Advisor: Mr.K.Velummylum
President: Verni Gunarajasingam

Secretary: Gayatl'xri Theivakularatnam

| The English Union provides a lot of opportunities to the students to
develop and express their talents in the various skills involved in language

| P P g

| leaming. Competitions were held in speﬂing, copy writing, Creative writing,
Reading, Recitation, Oratory and Dramas. Our school won many places in
the Divisional, Zonal District and Provincial level competitions. The

following students are awaiting to participate in the National Level

Competitions.

The English day celebration was held on the 4th of October, 2002 with
Miss Gnana Kumarasamy, Provincial Assistant, Director of English as the

Chief guest. Iwish the union every success.
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Winning P.T. Squads - 2002
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Long Live A-9

Mes. Of. Denicius,
Teacher of English.

Long awaited arrivals
Unexpected gatherings
Sounds of delightments
Suppressed tears

rupturous laughters

Vigorous embracements - All
echoes of A- 9

How big you've grown!

Can you recognise me?
Have you forgotten me?

Do you know who this is
Eager questions from my ma
Make the kids over anxious

Give a hug to grandma

A Kkiss to aunt

Say hello to uncle

Shake hands with cousins
Introduce I, my Kith and Kin
To my Puzzled children

Will all these joys

Be with us for long?

Let the A-9

Shut the mouths of Aks and LMPs

Let there be no landmines and body traps

Get done with Bombers, Bukkaras and supersonics
We are one in our Land - Srilanka.

"All things work together for good to
those who love God" 7—




A letter to her students.....

[ sit to write a few words which I
have chosen specially for you all. These
words are not from my heart but an out
pouring of one's heart who is nearly of
your age - school going age.

You sit with your parents or
teachers to read this letter and get the gist
of it. If you feel that you have understood
then you write, another philosophy
which we would like to read.

"The paradox of our time in history
is that we have taller buildings but
shorter temper, wider freeways but
narrower view points. We spend more
but have less. We buy more but enjoy
less. We have bigger houses and smaller
families.

More knowledge but less
judgement. More experts but less
solutions. More medicine but less
willingness. We have multiplied our
possessions but reduced our VALUES.
We talk too much but LOVE too seldom
and hate too often.

A.Thambiak,

Teacher.

We've been all the way to the moon
and back, but have trouble crossing the
street to meet the new neighbour. We
have cleaned up the air but Polluted the
SOUL. We have split the atom but not
our prejudice We've higher incomes but
lower MORALS we have become long
on quantity but short on quality. These
are the times of tall men and short
CHARACTER These are the times of
world PEACE but domestic
WARFARE".

Finished reading?? You
understood? Sure your minds now would
begin to think! and thin! Explore your
minds. Don't idle. You could write far
better and no doubt, could act better to
solve all problems mentioned. The future
is in your hands. You are the future
managers of the society. The big
challenge of moulding the character of
the society by correcting mistakes and
eradicating evils is no burden to you, I'm
Sure, BECAUSE you all are
INTELLLIGENT, far more than us.




Lincoln's Letter to his son's teacher

He will have to learn, [ know, that allmen
are not Just, all men are nottrue, butteach
him also that for every scoundrel there is
a hero, that for every selfish politician
there is a dedicated leader. Teach him
that for every enemy there is a friend.

It will take time I Know, but teach
him if you can that a dollar earned is of
far more value than five found, teach him
to lose and also to enjoy winning. Steer
him away from envy. If you can, teach
him the secret of quiet laughter. Teach
him if you can the wonder of books. But
also give him quiet time to ponder the
eternal mystery of birds in the sky, bees
in the sun and flowers ona green hillside.

In school teach him it's far more
honourable to fail than to cheat. Teach
him to have faith in his own ideas even if
everyone tells him they are wrong, Tobe
gentle with gentle people and tough with
tough.

Try to give my son the strength not
to follow the crowd when everyone is

Courtesy Ceylon Observer.

getting on the bandwagon, to listen to all
men, but teach him also to filler all he
hears on a screen of truth and take only
the good that comes through. Teach him
if you can how to laugh when he is sad
and that there is no shame in tears.

Teach him to scoff at cynics and to
beware of too much sweetness. Teach
him to sell his brawn and brain to the
highest bidder but never to puta price tag
on his heart and soul. Teach him to close

his ears to a howling mob and to stand
and fight.

Treat him gentle but do not cuddle
him because only the test of fire makes
fine steel. Let him have the courage to
be, let him have the patience to be brave.
Teach him always to have sublime faith
in himself because then he'll always,
have sublime faith in mankind.

That's a big order, but see what you
can do because he's a fine little fellow.
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The Robot

Grade - 6 B.

Robot is one of the latest wonders of science. Robot was first
invented in Japan and it is a machine which works on electricity.

Robots can do any type of work like cooking, washing, cleaning,
ironing, serving in restaurant, carrying heavy bags etc. It helps us to withdraw
money in banks and it even thanks us at the end. Itis very polite, but it does
notsmileatallas it is a half intelligent, machine.

Robots now work in factories too, It does hard work, never gets late
and never rests. The whole world marvels at its wonderful performance.

In this 21" century we are sure to meet lots of new kinds of robots.
Robots will do wonders in medical field too.

'rWe can never ma]ze a lion out 0{ a £0X l)ut a feel)le liOl’l can Le macle

a strong one l)y injecting the required hormones and the necessary

training. W




Beautiful Morning and the Sun

What makes a morning beautiful?
It is the green leaves, the multi - coloured
flowers flowers and the various kinds of
fruits. All these natural things are very
attractive and beautiful. what —makes
these natural things look beautiful? It the
water. without water nothing could grow
on the earth, water is very essential for
trees and plants to grow and give beauty
to the earth, Apart from water air and
gases are very much needed to the living
beings.

We all Know that sun is the star
that governs all the nature's beauty, when

Geerthana Hadarajah,
Grade - 07. i

the sun rises in the morning the birds and
animals start their day's work. They
shout and move about happily. it is the
sun that gives us the heat and rain which
contributes to the beauty of the
environment. The flowers bloom in the
morning when the sun shines in the sky
and make the morning more beautiful

and appealing.

Man starts his day's work with a
pleasant and beautiful morning. A fine
day starts with a beautiful morning.

goals.

Persevere to reach your goal

We must have eHort not physical but mental ef{ort to reacl'x our
To him who has efforts, mindfulness, purity in deed,

consideration, self-control and righteousness the glory increases.

i gl




Over to you...

The day was June 13th 2001. As
usual Thusi and myself were riding
together parallelly in our bicycles. This
has been the case with us ever since we
joined our school. The road was very
busy with a heavy traffic. We both were
engrossed in a fine gossip. All of a
sudden I saw a huge monster like C.TB
bus coming in the opposite direction. It
roared like a jet bomber caring for
nothing. We were laughing and talking
amidst this noise. In a split second a
heavy lorry that came from behind
swerved to a side to give way to the on
coming monster. Before we could think
of anything the front of the lorry brushed
my friend's bicycle. I was thrown to the
edge of the road. Before I got up there
was a frightening thud and a deafening
crash. My heart pounded and my body

Laveeneeya,

Grade-7B.

shivered. The lorry screeched to a halt.
My eyes searched for my friend

What a misery! My friend's fat
body laid crushed. Her bicycle a lump.
Her white uniform turned to red. Oh! my
innocent friend, ‘laid bathed in blood.
Her legs shivered for a moment and
stopped. The poor thing laid motionless
on the road. A terrific shock ran through
my body and I sunk to the ground
shouting and crying.

More than a year had passed. Still
I'am confused and troubled. My lonely
heart is still searching my friend.

This is a true story and a lesson for
everyone in life Over to you my
friends....

"NEVER RIDE PARALLEL"

Youth quote

"Don't be one sided. Develop all your talents and each will open for you
an exciting new world. Life is full of glorious adventures for those who are

able and Wi.]ling to leave the well-worn patl'l and travel along the I)y ways,
where the crowd does not care to go". 7

—_— 7=



My Grandpa's Gift

My hobby during my leisure time
is reading. It is a habit that came to me
naturally. My grandfather is a great
story-teller. He used to tell me very
interesting stories from my childhood.
They charmed me greatly. later he
provided me with small story books and
encouraged me to read them. In due
course I become an avid reader. Then I
felt I should go out in search of books.
This made me to become a member of the
public library. The array of books that
were on the shelves fascinated me and I
became a regular visitor to the library. 1
borrowed not only story books but also
other books such as travel books,
historical books, biographies adventure
books and books on mythology
discovery, science etc. I used to spend a
lot of time at the library reading
newspapers and magazines. To tell you
the truth I am now almost addicted to
reading.

Reading surely is the best hobby
for a smart student. Reading has

Thanuja Rajakulasekaran,
Grade-7E. ' \

increased my knowledge in almost every
field. Thave gathered a vast knowledge
from it and I feel I am more matured to
my age. Newspapers keep feeding me
with both local and foreign current
affairs. The editorials, feature articles
and supplements continue to widen my
general knowledge. reading has greatly
improved my capacity for speaking and
writing.

I have never found a minute in my
life dull or boring. Books always keep me
occupied and busy.

"Whenever I am lonely a book is a
good friend of me"

My habit of reading always keeps
me in high spirits. It has moulded my
character and outlook. I am convinced
that my habit of reading will definitely
lead me far into the new world or the 21st
century. I am deeply indebted to my
grandfather who had put me in this track
and bestowed me with this priceless gift.

"Totlay a rea(ler tomorrow a leader"

"Reading is an investment on knowledge which could pay the best interest"

e ——




Good Manners

Good manners is good discipline.
Discipline is very important to humans.
As children we must learn good manners
and maintain good discipline. Ifthere is
no discipline there won't be any peace in
the land. Each and very person should be
trained to live properly to know right
from wrong and to do the correct things.

Discipline means learing to obey
rules of conduct. Learning good manners
will keep us in the correct tract to
maintain good discipline. The first lesson
a child must be taught is discipline
through good manners.

It is always nice to greet the people
we meet with a "Good Morning" or
"Good Afternoon". Our teachers,
friends, relations and even less familiar
people will be happy when we wish them
or greet them like this.

When someone offers to help us

(Wishanthini.S,
Grade-7F.

we must say "Thank you" sincerely and
whole heartedly. They will be pleased to
know that we are grateful.

When we want to interrupt
someone to ask for help or for any other
reasons it is always nice to say "Excuse
me please", first. If we don't do this we
will sound rude to them.

When we hurt someone or cause
pain to them by mistake a best thing to
offer them is a big. "Sorry" We must let
others know that we really feel or regret
for the mistake we have made.

We must always learn to
appreciate and admire the talents in
others. We must always celebrate the
success of others by saying "That's fine",
"Congratulation”, "It's splendid", "Keep
itup" and so on. A few words of praise is
an encouragement and it will instill hope
and confidence in everybody.

"A bright smile livens up one's spirit. It costs nothing but has great value and
enriches those who receive without malzing the giver poorer"

B




Fact File -

Dragonfly

Beatrice Keshinee Muthukumarasamy,

Grade -

Let me give you some scientific
information about the dragonfly. They
are not actually not insects at the
beginning of their life circle. They float
on water as worms. They have a long
thin body and two pairs of delicate wings.
Their wings won't bend even when they
sleep. They don't go in search of homes
for them to eat their food. They could eat
while flying. They use their legs to hold
the food. Their eyes and wings are made
in such a way that they could turn in any
direction at a very great speed. They
have compound eyes which are made up

84.

of a large number of separate cells that
are sensitive to light. They are the fastest
moving creatures in the world. They can
lift into the air at a speed of hundred
kilometers an hour. They rest and sleep
on trees. The latest aircraft has the speed
nearly of that of a dragonfly. It is very
unfortunate that dragonflies are short
lived. Have you ever seen a dragonfly
with a long tail? Oh! No it is not a tail.
Some naughty children tie a long thin
string at the end of their body for fun.
When you are in the garden next time
watch one.

EDUCATED"

"An educated person is not only aware of what is happening
around him in the country and the world but is also aware of how he
should behave in society. He always respects the rigl'lts of others. We
should be glaml that we have been given an opportunity to be

B
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The Value of Newspapers

It is very difficult to imagine a
world without Newspapers. The world
NEWS comes by combining the four
words meaning north, east, west and
south indicating information gathered
fromall directions.

In the early days kings used to pass
information through messengers or by
erecting Stone-Slabs meant to be read by
the public. With the invention of printing
press the newspapers came into vogue.

The poet Bharathithasan writing
on newspapers wrote that we come in
contact with almost the whole world.

0. Bakeerathy,

Grade-8D.

The political events, sports events, new
invention, innovative ideas and the
fashions in vogue appear in the
newspapers. All these keep us well
informed and equipped with the current
affairs of the globe.

The editorial in any newspaper is
the most valuable thing to be read. It
critically analyses public events and it
arouses public awareness. The standard
or the "real image" of any newspaper
depends fairly and squarely on the
editorial. Hence greatimportance is paid
to the editorial by editors. Newspapers
are indispensable for democratic nations.



Handling public property

Public property in simple term
means 'common property', but
dictionary defines it as property
owned or possessed by the public,
state or community with control
usually vested in a government
agency. Common property is held in
common to all. No one can claim
ownership to it. Some examples of
public property are schools, libraries,
hospitals, community centers, child
care centers and even those directly
under the state like post offices,
transport services, hospitals etc. Itis
the responsibility of every citizenina
country to take care of public
properties. A damage to a public
property by anyone will harm
everyone in the country.

"The evil that men do lives after
them the good is oft interred with
their bones" goes a saying we should

Tharshana Xugadas,
Grade - 108 :

be very careful in handling public
property. Damage caused to public
properties e.g electrical system with
in a country or communication
system in a country paralyses the
entire nation. Therefore it is the
utmost duty of every citizen to
safeguard this public property.
Damages and losses caused to the
public property may give huge losses
not only to the state as such butalso to
the people as a whole.

In this modern world people are
living in very congested places.
There are many congested localities
where it is extremely difficult for the
sun to peep through. Parks are needed
to provide fresh air. It is rightly
remarked "Gardens are the lungs of a
city". They keep us healthy. Itis our
duty to keep these parks clean and
tidy.




Transport services is a public
- property without which the daily
functions of man gets paralysed.
Public buses, trains etc should be
cared for with much sincerity.

Education with a sense of civic
responsibility and human values
could go a great way to secure the
safety of public possessions. A high

sense of duty coupled with public
interest and welfare is absolutely
necessary for the conservation of
public properties.

Public property is neither yours
nor mine. Let's join hands to resolve
to handle it carefully and hand over it
to the future generation.

"Children with no morl values pose a threat to society"




Advantages and Disadvantages
of Science & Technology

Science and technology has
become an essential part of our daily life.
It was introduced by man but now
science is introducing so many things to
man's advantage.

In the ancient days farmers used to
plough and water their fields manually.
But now in all developed and developing
countries farmers use machines for
ploughing, sowing and harvesting. This
had made cultivation much easjer and
quicker.

If we take for e.g travel in the old
days bullock carts and horse carriages
were the only modes of travel, Butnow it
is not so. People travel about in cars,
buses and trains. Travel by sea and air
have also improved by leaps and beunds.
Scientists and astronayts are now more
involved in space travel, thus saving a lot
of time which is very precious to modern
man.

W Shamila,
Grade-10".

Science plays an important role in
our daily lives too. The mechanical
devices produced by the modern
advanced technology help the modern
man to keep the houses spick and span to
light them and to enjoy leisure through
watching televison and listening to radio.

Science and technology has taken
a very big stride in the field of health and
medicine. Ithasevolved new techniques
in diagnosing diseases and prescribing
appropriate medicines.

While appreciating the advantages
of science we must pay attention to its
disadvantages also. The nuclear power
which was discovered by science to be
used for man's uplift is being largely
abused. Nuclear war heads to destroy the
human race. In addition space travel of
recent vintage has become very risky for
life. The "Challenger" disaster and other
space disasters are some examples.



Man in time to come must What should be and what should not be
recognize the advantages and realized by man for the continuity of
disadvantages of science and technology.  human race.

"We all want to give less and get more. Everyone is eager
tobe happy. Everyone wants to work less and earn more. Give
little and take ample but no one experiments with the other

method. Thatis wanting less and giving more".
-Baba-




The duty to preserve
the natural resources

The planet Earth is the one and
only place where the organisms could
survive. The only reason for the survival
in planet Earth is natural resource. The
human beings are very lacky; They live
under the cover of air; They drink water;
they eat fruits; they consume the sweet
smell of flowers; they rest in the green
grasses and they do what ever they want.
But how long it would last? not more than
many years.... If man continues what he
do today or what he did in the past. Isit
felt as a matter of seriousness? yes.
because man has polluted the natural
resource, which delivered, brought up,
fed, powered and built him and named
him as a strong "human", Here, a
question is raised. what are the natural
resource. "SENECA" answers us that,

"What else in nature but god?

However, we can come to the
conclusion that everything gifted by the

Abhiramie Yogeswaran,
Grade-11C.
Vembadi Girls' High School.

mother nature is natural resources. Each
and everything in the world - Scorching
yellow sun; Green trees; snow bearing
grasses; blueky; lovable breeze; wild
animals; dazzling water; beautiful birds;
.. etc. and etc... but how many of us
respect these "resources"?

Natural resources give us the life.
We want food. The trees give fruits.
Animals give milk and flesh, Birds give
eggs and meat, green plants give
vegetables and grains; We want cloth and
we get wool from animals; We want
shelter, trees give the timber to build a
house hence, everything in our life
depends on the natural resources. We
can't get rainfall without trees, and the
lack of rainfall shakes the basic need -

water.

But the humans of today forget
every thing. They forget the help which
mother nature did in their past life. Now

— 96



man has cut down trees, as such the
rainfall has gonedone, as there are no
trees, the floods destroy villages. It is
feared that planet Earth will be
dehydrated if this is continued. Because
of the ignorance and greediness of man,
many kinds of species has been
destroyed fully, for example, we can
point out "Dokha" and "Mammath", now
many species are in the edge of
extinction.

The Environment is violated by
the sounds of machines and vehicles.
Screams of cars and lorries, the roar of
helicopters, mills and the din of the
factory spoil our ears; smokes and fumes
from factories pollute the air around us,
Burning petrol, disel and oil emit a lot of
smoke from the automobilies. Smoke
from jet planes also dirt the air. Large
amounts of oil spilled from oil tanks
pollute the sea and oceans. Fish, seals,

dolphins, whales and penguins are killed
by the this. Dirty water with chemicals
and dyes run into the rivers, streams, and
ponds also cause water pollution. The
astronomy experiments and sending of
rockets made a big hole in the ozone
layer, and now it is feared that we'll be
affected by ultra violet rays.

The mother of nature has done
much to the humans, but in return man
discovered atomic bombs and tested it on
her, It left the land of Japan as the land of
disabled ones, The man should feel the
danger - He should honour the natural
resources. He must remember that he is
also a member of the family of nature,
and without the natural resource he
cannot live alone in the barren earth. He
must take action and must save the
mother Earth from her deathbed, then
only his name will be printed in the stone
pages of history.

"Nature never did l)etray, the heart that loved her"

-void.
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Activities of Associations in schools

Every school has a number of
associations for the benefit of her
students. One of the most active and
popular association amongst them is the
literary Society,

The main aim of a Literary
association is to train the pupils in all the
literary arts, It helps to arouse their
interests and develop their skills in all the
literary activities. It serves as a forum
where pupils deliver speeches, have
debates, sing songs, tell stories and take
part in dramatics. The association also
conducts quiz competitions and other
competitions in essay writing, short-
story writing. The best writings are
selected for publication in the school

Repathi Thiyagalingam,
Grade-11" '

magazine. Guest speakers are sometimes
invited to address the students.

Associations like the above and
science association, commerce union in
general serve as a training ground and
provides all the chances for students to
develop their talents to speak, to debate,
to act, to sing and above all to widen their
knowledge. They help them to become
leaders who could shoulder responsibilities
and organize public activities in later life
as citizens in a democratic society. Most
of our frontline leaders tody in the
country were one time organizers and
participants in school societies during
their student days.



How to compensate for
Land Shortage?

There was a time when everybody
living in a country was a farmer growing
his own food, except a few who
specialized in special fields such as
engineering, medicine, teaching etc.
Later there was specialists like
shoemakers, tailors and there were
merchants who sold and man began to
think that it was convenient to live in
towns where they could trade with each
other. Farmers brought their food to the
towns and traded it for the goods made by
the specialist workers.

At first, towns were fairly small
but some of them became important
trading centers and hence became bigger.
Inthe year 1800 there were probably only
fifty towns in the whole world with a
population of nearly 100,000 people.
With the out set of the Industrial
Revolution, big new manufacturing
centers developed and the number of
people living in towns increased. In
many countries there are more people

Ramavidya Ramachandran,

2004 Bio B.

living in towns than in the countryside.
Towns are still growing as the population
increases. In Industrial countries towns
will continue to grow. More and more
land will have to be used for buildings.

In the future where will people
build their residence? One answer to this
question was suggested in 1968 by the
Pilkington Glass Age Development
Committee. The committee put forward
detailed plans for a complete city to be
built in the sea. This city could house
nearly 30000 people. The suggestion
was to shape the city like a harbour. On
the sea these man made harbours would
be floating islands carrying more
buildings. People living in this city
could move around in small boats driven
by electricity. This prohibits pollution.

Another solution to land shortage
is building towns in very cold regions. In
this case the entire town or city needs a
protective cover. The people living there



never need to go outside into the cold.
Another idea is to build blocks of flats in
a circle, so that they form an outside wall
for the dome which covers the whole of
the center. The center would have an
artificial climate, controlled by infra-red
rays.

These methods need high
technological knowledge and lot of
financial support. If we could reach for
the above suggested ways and means as
compensations for land shortage we
could imagine of a land free of shortage
problems.

Ref: Out look: Science at work by John Parry.




Poetry Corner

Happy little children

Kavitha. 0,
Grade - 7A.

We are happy little children
When we see the rainbow;

We are happy little children
When we see the bright colours,
Red, Orange, Yellow, Green
Blue, Indigo and Violet
Colours of the pretty rainbow.

We are happy little children
When we see the twinkling stars
We are happy little children
Now and then of and on

When we see the nature's beauty.

We are happy little children
When we see the moving clouds
We are happy little children
When we see the crashing waves
Here and there; far and near
Are the happy little children

To see the beautiful nature

We are happy little children
When we move here and there
We are happy little children
When we play hand in hand
Up and down to and fro.

Here and there far and near
Are the happy little children

==101=



My Garden

Pavithrah Granaratnam,
Grade 7A.

I have a garden

Garden, a place for playing

In it there are colourful flowers
Looking very pretty

Birds come to my Garden
And sit on the flowers
They sing sweet songs
While sucking sweet honey.

| have a pain!

Peorania
Anandakumarasamy,
Grade 9B.

I hgve a pain

It's in by belly "Isn't it too late!

Is it l.7y‘ playiﬁg Forget not to break

Basket ball or netball? The fast you were on

Ask my mother. With some biscuits atleast

Is mum teasing? I have a pain! mum!

Is she angry? In my small belly!
"Did you have the breakfast, dear?" Iwill not neglect
My breakfast anymore.

"Yes at 11.30 during interval”

==102 =




PEACE

Thayalini Piragash,

Grade - 10D,

Peace! Peace!! Peace!!!

What whole world is longing for
They word is on everyone's lips
Will it be a reality?

Who wants war!

Is it the power hungry politicians
The common man cries

Peace! Peace!! Peace!!!

Tamils, Sinhalese, Muslims

As brothers and sisters have lived through Ages
Why this war?

Enough of riots, enough of war.

Innocent lives lost

Widows, orphans and widows galore
Thousands and Thousands maimed
War does no good except destruction,

Lord! give us peace

Peace at what price?

Peace with honour is all we want.
Peace! Peace!! Peace!!!

"Always protect the rights of the other so that
your rights are secured"
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"Robotics is the Science of giving various
human capabilities to machines”

Mary Wiroshinee

Grade 11A.

Robots

They are efficient elegant and energetic

Their versatality can be used in various ventures
Compulsory service and forced labour they define
The Inventor you all know is father Engil Baker.

Some move and serve automatically

Some are operated by remote controls

Helpful and don't hesitate

Their politeness and perfectness par excellence

I can elucidate elaborately and enticingly
Robots make life easier and enjoyable

They can replace hundreds of workers

Also spy into the sky and send us information

Robots help us to withdraw money from banks

And even perform operations in hospitals

They work long hours at garages and supermarkets

Not only good servants at home but also watch guards at factories

Indeed! they make things bright
Countries are competing to make varied models excellent
Sony AIBO and Battle Bots.

The max path finder and Honda Asimo goes a long list.
I do pray man won't make many of them
Will 'man’ be able to have 'war' with Robots?

Alas! we Sri Lankans can't run to NORWAY for PEACE
And there will be NO WAY except GOD




Wonderful Islands

Mythily Arumugane,

Grade - 11,

1 am in pure white sand
Surrounded by sea

Sun rising in the east
What a beautiful sight!

The waves hiss

Sweet breeze kiss

Oh! it's a peaceful land
To tread on!

People with smiling lips
Speaking may languages
Wearing various clothes
Oh, It's haven,

No revolutions! No killings!
They have no government
But one global village

I am gazing and gazing

Is it Sri Lanka?

Declare the past

Diagnos the Ppresent
Foretell tlle {uture

- Hippocrates -
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I will take you there

Yagintha Madaraial

2004 BioA,

I go walking in a flower garden
Where I see only roses

They are like small buttons

1 pluck one,

It's smell so profound

And makes me spell bound.

Comes a butterfly,

roams about among the sweet roses
Sits on one of them

Sucking sweet honey

Without any money!

It sits on another

More and more it sucks
I go running after it

to calch it, I try and try
Alas! I fall down!

Oh! I am not in the garden
I am on the floor under my bed!

"Think hefore you act,
But think twice before you speak




The Morning Scene

Sarujah.D,

Grade - 11D,

The east becomes golden

The sun smiles in the east

Cocks crow loudly
Breaking the morning scene.

Birds fly down to the fields
To pick grains and worms
small birds sit on trees
And sing songs sweetly.

Workers are ready for work
Women take water from wells
Children get up hopefully
Roads become rush.

"Love all serve all

Listen to the call of the Lord

Love all serve all

This is the call of the Lord"
= Ba})a
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Award Winners - Athletics

Priyatharshini.P Thamilini.J

(Hurdles) (400 race)
National level (2002) Participant National Level Participant

Kavitha Rasiah Narmitha Thangarajah
Discuss 1st Place 1500mts race

Provincial Level National Level Participant Ist Place - Province National Level Partipant



Dance Awards

Devanthy Sivanesan
Gold Medalist - National Level

Elizebeth Subathra Petersingam
Silver Medalist - Nationalm Level
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Gold Medalists

... ]

Sri Gayathiri Thirunavukkarasu
Best all -rounder Games
2002

Verni Gunarajasingam
English oratory Gr 12-13
2002

Devanthy Sivanesan
(Dance)
National award winner - Dance

thur Ganeshalingam
Kamatic Music Gr 12-13
2002
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