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INTRODUCTION

LEST THE MEMORY
OF THE LATE MR. SINNATAMBY NAGALINGAM OF
JAFFNA (ADVOCATE ) IS CONSIGNED TO
THE LIMBO OF OBLIVION

The articles that are reproduced herein have been published in
‘local journals and school magazines concerning the various activities
of the late Mr. Sinanatamby Nagalingam of Jaffna, Advocate. He
founded the Jaffna Hindu College and the first Reading Room
known as “The Victoria Reading Room” in Jaffna which said two
institutions he gratuitously transferred to the Jaffna Saiva
Pariplanna Sabai in 1890. After the death of the said Nagalingam
the Jaffna Saiva Paripalana Sabai (as the controlling body of the
Jaffna Hindu College) caused a memento to be put up in the then
Prayer Hall of the said College with an inscription which was
worded thus :

“IN MEMORY OF THE LATE
MR. SINNATAMBY NAGALINGAM, ADVOCATE
THE FOUNDER AND THE FIRST MANAGER OF THIS
INSTITUTION”

Which said memento is still found in the said hall. This is the
. only memento in memory of the said Nagalingam.

The late Mr. Sinnatamby Nagalinngam was the third son of the
late Mr. Ampikaipagar Sinnatamby (Brown Sinnathamby) Crown
Proctor of Jaffna, and a younger brother of my grandfather,
the late Mr. Sinnatamby Sabapathipillai of Vannarponnai. He
was born in October 1855. He had his early education at the
Jaffna Central College of which his father was the first native
Head master. It is recorded in the magazine of the said College
(The Centenary Number) that in 1868 he passed “the Matriculation
examination, obtained first class honours and also carried away
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the Mathematics Prize, the First do so in the whole of Ceylon”.
In 1880 Nagalingam commenced his practice as an Advocate
and his services were much sought by the public as he was an able
criminal lawyer. In the last quarter of the last century he identified
himself with public causes and won the esteem of his people and
was able to organise demonstrations against the British Raj a thing
unheard of then. His last public appearance in Jaffna when as
Chairman of the Reception Committee appointed to receive
SWAMI VIVEKANANDA, he, accompanied the Swamiji from
Chavakachcheri to Jaffna and presented the Swamiji with the
address. On August 4th 1897 he passed away after a brief
illness. His 42 years of sojourn in this world was crowded with
marked success in several fields of human activity.

On the occasion of death centenary of this great son of Jaffna,
the late Mr. S. NAGALINGAM, I consider it my duty to place
on record the services rendered by him to the TAMILS.

The example set by Nagalingam was followed by his father, his
brother and sister, his nephew and others to make donations to
the Board of Directors of the Jaffna Hindu College (which is
given elsewhere) to help in the growth of the College and to
promote the Saiva religion.

MAY HIS WORK ENDURE FOR EVER

No. 110, Arasady Road, This 4th day of August 1997
Jaffna

A. Sanmuuganathan.
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An EXCERPT from “THE CENTENARY
MEMORIAL EDITION” of
‘The JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE (1934)

1868 to 1878

“That the work done by these men was more than satisfactory is
borne out by that in the first year, the boy (S. NAGALINGAM,
ADVOCATE) who passed the Matriculation obtained first-class
honours and also carried away the Mathematics prize, the FIRST
10 do so in the whole of CEYLON. This attracted students from
all quarters: even from the Roman Catholic mission, large

numbers came in spite of the higher rates of fees”.

Courtesy:
JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE.
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A letter addressed to
Mr. S. NAGALINGAM, JAFFNA by
Mr. P. COOMARASWAMY,
Member of the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, CEYLON.

Colombo 15th November 1893.

My dear Mr. Nagalingam,

I had an interview with the Governor yesterday and urged
strongly our claim for the Tirukkedichchuram land. He says
that during his regime no free grant should be made of lands to
any religionists. He also said that the Roman Catholics had
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also urged their claims to this very land. He further said that
he hoped that the Hindus would become the purchasers. It now
remains for you to form a committee in Jaffna and collect
subscriptions at once, so far as I am personally concerned I shall
be glad to give my subscription. But I am afraid that you cannot
expect any subscriptions from the Hindu residents in Colombo,
as there is already here YOUR AGENT to collect subscriptions
for YOUR SCHOOL.

At a meeting of the sub-committee of the Legislative Council on
the Budget, I brought for discussion the JAFFNA FRIEND IN
NEED SOCIETY, after a great deal of trouble, Sir NOEL
WALKER at last agreed to consider one of my proposals, viz,
that the Society s accounts should be audited by the Auditor-General.

I am privately informed by an official (and I shall thank you to
keep this strictly private) that the Government are aware that
the reforms required should be granted, but that as long as
Mr. Twynam is at Jaffna, nothing could be done.

By the way, the Governor wished to know how the Markets

- Ordinance is working at Jaffna.

Yours truly,

Sgd. P. COOMARASAMY.

Courtesy, “ Collected papers of Thirukeetheeswarm Temple”
by Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan.
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EXCERPTS from the Report of the Principal
' - Jaffna Hindu College
for the year 1896 and 1897.

NAGALINGAM CONCEIVED THE IDEA OF A
NATIONAL COLLEGE

Before proceeding to read the report of the Hindu College for
the years 1896 and 1897, it is my melancholy task to refer to a
circumstance which has cast a gloom over this College. By the
death of Mr. ADVOCATE NAGALINGAM in the prime of
vigour, and in the midst of his brilliant and beneficent career this
College has lost its able and energetic manager. He it was who
CONCEIVED THE IDEA OF A NATIONAL COLLEGE,
developed a national system of education adapted to the
requirements and needs of the Tamil Community of Jaffna. His
loss has been a NATIONAL LOSS. The College deplores “THE
LOSS OF ITS FATHER” the Jaffna Bar has lost its bright
ornament, the public has lost a benefactor, and the Tamils have
lost a PATRIOT. This College will live as a MONUMENT of
his self sacrificing labour in cause of education and the good he
has done will never fade from the grateful memory of his loving
countrymen. He will be to us a GUIDING STAR and in the
moment of the troubles and difficulties, will look up to his noble
example for leading light. His loss touches us most closely on
this occasion for we miss today that genial presence which in
years past adorned this Hall and that magnetic influence which
attracted people from all parts of Jaffna.
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The foundation of a school building were laid so far back as the
year 1892 but for want of funds the work was delayed long, and
had it been for the LIBERALITY AND INFLUENCE OF
MR. NAGALINGAM and his colleagues the College would
never had it present building. The 28th September 1895 the



date of the opening of the College building will remain a red
letter day in the history of the College. Just a fortnieght before
the inauguartion, the Government of India communicated to the
Manager, the happy news of its affliation to the Calcutta University
as a second grade College. So when the school developed into
the College, a habitation worthy of its new dignity and improved
status was ready to receive it”.

Courtesy “The Hindu Organ” dated
October 28th 1955.
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EXCERPTS FROM THE CEYLON LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL DEBATES
dated January 27th 1902

THE JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE

The Hon. The Low Country Sinhalese Member
(Mr. S. C. OBEYASEKARA) said, I beg to move, Sir, the first
reading of a Bill to incorporate the Board of Directors of the
Jaffna Hindu College. When I brought forward the motion for
leave to introduce the Bill I stated the reasons and grounds for
introducing this Bill. On that occasion I failed to give the history
of this institution, and if I may be permitted I would state that
this institution was opened in 1887 under the name “The Town
High School, Jaffna”. " In 1889 the management was transferred
to the late Mr. S. Nagalingam, Advocate": in 1890 it was placed
under the control of the Jaffna Saiva Paripalana Sabai” under the
name of “The Hindu High School” ; in 1893 it was recognised as
a High school by the Calcutta University; in 1895 the school
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was registered by the Ceylon Public Instruction Department
as an English Middle school on a vernacular basis, and in the
same year was affliated to the Calcutta university as a Second
Grade College, teaching up to the First Arts Standard. The College
buildings have cost upwards of Rs. 15,000/= . Thereisa library
and reading room attached to the College. There are four endowments
of the value of Rs. 1,000/= each for four scholarships available to
the students of the College. The Institution is divided into the
College Department consisting of (1) the Senior First Arts class
(2) Junior First Arts Class and (3) the Calcutta Entrance class;
and the School Department consisting of nine classes from the
capitation class up to he VIII Standard according to the Ceylon
Education Code. There are 360 pupils on the roll with and average
daily attendance of 280. The tutorial staff consists of a Principal, a
head master, ten assistant masters and a Tamil Pundit. It is
managed by a committee of Saiva Paripalana Sabai with
Mr. T. Chellappahpillai, B.A., B.L., President, Mr. Murugesapillai
B.A., Vice- President, Mr. A. Kanagasabai, B.A., Advocate, Vice
-President, Mr. V. Casipillai, Supreme Court Proctor, Manager
of the College and Secretary of the Sabai, Mr. N. Selva Durai,
B.A., Principal. Incorporation is desired to place the College on a
firm footing as endowments to the extent of Rs. 10,000/=are promised
as soon as the College is incorporated

THE NATIVE TOWN HIGH SCHOOL

« It fell happily to Mr. William Nevins, later in life, to start the
FIRST NATIVE ENGLISH SCHOOL, without any connection with
the missionaries, called then “THE NATIVE TOWN HIGH
SCHOOL” in the Town of Jaffna. This SCHOOL WAS HANDED
OVER to the late Mr. Nagalingam Advocate and a phlnathropic
citizen of Jaffna, on the death of Mr. Nevins........ "~



Courtesy, W. R. Watson, Assistant Director of
Education Ceylon, a GRAND SON of the late
Mr. William Nevins in a message addressed to the
Old Boys Association of the Jaffna College, Colombo
Branch and published in the Silver Jubilee Souvenir
of that Association in 1938.
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EXCERPTS from the Diamond Jubilee
Number of “THE YOUNG HINDU”
1890 - 1950

By The Editor

“ One of the few men who came early under the influence of
Navalar and drank deep of the fountain of Navalarian ideas, one
who was a himself a Nationalist to core was S. Nagalingam, eminent
lawyer, patriot and benefactor of his people. His name deserves
to be enshrined in the hearts of all Hindus for it was he who
satisfied an urgent and compelling national necessity.

Early in life he had conceived the idea of founding an educational
institution which would confirm strictly to his master’s ideals
and the idea was for long maturing in his mind.

THE NUCLEUS

There lived at this time the late Mr. William Nevins Muthucumarar
Chithamparapillai, a great luminary in the realm of education
and the father of that illustrious son who was later to play a
distinguished role in guiding the destinies of Jaffna Hindu College
in her infancy. He was a scholar of repute and one of the foremost
pioneers of English education in Jaffna. He had served Jaffna
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Central College with singular success and distinction as Headmaster
for an unprecedented span of years. In 1887 he rented a building
at 2nd Cross street and opened an English school to which he
gave the name “ The Native Town High School. This school was
to be the nucleus of the future Jaffna Hindu College. This was
how it came about. ;

Mr. Nagalingam who regarded the veteran scholar and
schoolmaster with filial affection and esteem, rendered timely
financial aid to the infant school struggling for existence.
Founding an institution and keeping it going involved in those
days a far heavier financial strain that it does today. Mr. Nevins
gratefully acknowledged the lavish endowments by making him
manager. In 1889 he (Mr. Nevins) celebrated the Golden jubilee
of his career as a teacher and retired from active life in the
plenitude of fame and renown, handing over the entire institution
to his patron and protege, Mr. Nagalingam. From that time
onwards, the school came to be known popularly as
NAGALINGAM’S SCHOOL. But Mr. Nagalingam, with whom
the cause of Hindu education counted for me than personal
popularity, offered to transfer the school GRATUITOUSLY to
the SAIVA PARIPALANA SABAL

Mr. Pasupathy Chettiar who was at this time in the vanguard of
movement for Hindu revival and with whom the cause of Hindu
education was a consuming passion seised the offer with
enthusiasm and on 19.7.1890 at a meeting of the Saiva Paripalana
Sabai movedthat Nagalingam’s OFFER be accepted. Ina speech
remarkable for force and eloquence he outlined the reasons why
such and offer should be accepted and his motion was
unanimously passed. The school was renamed “ Hindu High
School” by the Sabai and was moved from its original site at 2nd
Cross street to a storeyed building that lay to the North of the
Sivan Temple at Vannarponnai. :
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The SABAI’S Protege

At a Committee meeting of the Sabai held on 15th November
1890 Mr. Nagalingam FORMALLY HANDED OVER the Town
High School to the Sabai. The Committee, by  a resolution proposed
by V. Casipillai entrusted the management of the Hindu High
school to a sub committee of five. Messrs. T. Chellappahpillai,
B.A., B. L. retired Chief Justice of Travancore, S. Nagalingam,
Advocate, Pasupathy Chettiar, A. Sabapthy and V. Casipillai with
Mr. S. Nagalingam as the Manager.

Courtesy : “The Young Hindu”
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A SINCERE PATRIOT
By Mr. S. Rajaratnam, Advocate

The kind of service one does for his country or religion can be
appreciated only if we picture the time in which he lived.

The Portugese had annihilated the Hindu Religion and Hindu
culture by destroying all the temples and madams (over 500) when
they conquered Jaffna. They were followed by the Dutch who
carried on almost the same kind of tyranny against the Hindu
Religion and Hindu Culture. The British professed neutrality,
but they undid the effect of this profession by helping the
missionaries (Protestants) with money, lands and building to conduct
schools; of course, this was on a directive from the Permanent
Secretaries of State for the Colonies from England. So much so,
when the then Brahmina of the Nallur Temple wanted permission
of the Government to start an English School, as our co- religionists
had done in Calcutta, Bambay and Madras, the Britishers reply
was an English School to be conducted by the Missionaries.
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During the early and middle part of the last century, it was humanely
impossible for the Hindus or the Buddhists to conduct a school
and get the Government Aid. The grant-in-aid system came into
force in Ceylon about 1860, yet the rules and regulations made
by the Christian Britishers were such, that the Hindus could not
get a school registered for Government Aid.

It was under these circumstance that the late Sri La Sri Arumuga
Navalar toiled single handed to start . a few Hindu schools
and to arouse the Hindus from lethargy. After his passing away,
the Saiva Paripalana Sabai was started and a few Hindus kept it
going. It is during this time, the people approached the late
Mr. Nagalingam to start a Hindu English School in Jaffna. He
lent his full support moral and financial to found the Jaffna Hindu
College. It took over 10 years to have the College registered for
grant. But the enthusiastic Hindu workers not only did not collapse,
but kept the thing going. The late Mr. V. Casipillai was nominated
by him to carry on the burden he had undertaken. If not for the
~ starting of the Hindu College then, even today the Hindus would
be at the mercy of the Christians learning some English at the
cost of their conscience, as some trainees are doing today at a
Training College. Even today Ceylon requires SINCERE PATRIOTS
WITH A VISION TO WORK FOR THEIR COUNTRY AND
RELIGION AS THE LATE MR. NAGALINGAM.

Courtesy:
The Hindu Organ of 28.10.55
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" As Principal of the institution the establishment of which was
primarily due to the indefatigable efforts of the late
Mr. S. NAGALINGAM, I feel it my duty to convey a message to
the NAGALINGAM NUMBER of " The Hindu organ " in grateful
remembrance of the illustrious FOUNDER.

The staff and students of the Jaffna Hindu College both past and
present have reason to be proud of this great personality who
usefully devoted his lifetime to the service of the people in the
field of education. The fact that the Jaffna Hindu College has
grown from strength to strength very steadily during the last six
decades is sufficient testimony to the worth of the great
efforts of the late Mr. NAGALINGAM at a time when such
services were urgently needed.

It is appropriate that the occasion of the centenary of great
personality should be celebrated in a fitting matter"

V.M.ASAIPILLAI
Principal of the Jaffna Hindu College
Courtesy of "The Hindu Organ" dated October 28th 1955.
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A list of the members of the family of the late Mr. S. Nagalingam,
who followed the example set by the said Nagalingam and made
donations to the Board of Directors of the Jaffna Hindu college

after the demise of the said Nagalingam.

L

By deed No 1492 dated 14th September 1904 attested by
T. Sivasithamparam, Notary Public, a divided extent of 21/30
Lm V.C.of the land called Aninchilady situate at Vannarponnai
east was donated by the elder brother of the said Nagalingam,
viz, Sinnatamby Sabapthippillai to award from the income
there of Scholarship in the name of " SANMUGANATHAN'
(the name of the deceased son of the donor) to any poor but
deserving student of the said College.

By deed No 137 dated 23rd August 1904 and attested by
B. Joachimpillai of Jaffna Nortary Public Sinnatamby
Sabapathipillai as EXECUTOR of the Last will of
AMPIKAIPAGAR SINNATAMBY, the father of the said
Nagalingam, devised a sum of Rs. 1000/- and the accrued
interest thereon to the said Board to found an Exhibition
known as the SINNATAMBY EXHIBITION to any student of
the said College who passed a stipulated examination with
credit.

By deed No 8569 dated 23rd day of February 1917 and
attested by K. S. Veeravage of Jaffna Nortary Public,
THANGAMUTTUPILLAI widow of Thamotharampillai
Chellappahpillai, a sister of the said Nagalingam, donated a
piece of land called " Navalady" in extent 50 Lms V.C. Situated
at Thirunelvely in trust and for the benefit of the said College
(In case No P/1589 of the D. C. Jaffna decree was entered
confirming the above trust).

)



4.

By deed No 10084 dated 10 the December 1941 and

‘attested by P.K. Somasundaram of Jaffna, Notary Public,

RAMALINGAM SIVAGURNATHER amwife VISALADCHY
AMMAL donated to the said Board a piece of land called
"Poonaithookippirayady" in extent 23 Lms V.C and 17 kls situate
at Vannarponnai East for the purpose of establishing a Hindu
Ladies college.

. By deed No 156 2nd June 1945 and attested by

A. Arulampalam of Jaffna Nortary Public RAMALINGAM
SIVAGURUNATHER a nephew of the said Nagalingam) and
VALLIAMMAL wife of nagalingam Sivaguru (a Grand niece
of the said Nagalingam) donated 14/24 shares together with
the Pillaiyar temple standing thereon of the land called"
Poonaithookipiriyady" in extent 23 Lms V.C. and 17 kls to
the said Board for the purpose of the establishment of a
Hindu Ladies College.
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