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wyewr efgryur S umer Sl
INQUEST No. 3427
VERDICT

The International Association of Tamil Research held
its Conference in Sri Lanka at the Jaffna Town commencing
on 3-1-74. It concluded on.9-1-74. Professor Vithia-
nanthan of the Ceylon University was its President.
Dr. K. Mahadeva and Mr. V. S. Thurairajah Were the Joing
Secretaries. Dr. Mahafleva was the General Secretary. of
‘the Conference. The academic sessions concluded on
9-1-74. At these sessions a large number of foreign
sscholars participated. The affairs of the conference were
managed at the Secretariat in No. 229, Main Street,
Jaffna. Qn 29-12-73 Dr. Mahadeva had discussed the
full programme with the Honourable Prime Minister and
an assurance was given to her by Dr. Mahadeva that there
would be no political speeches at the Meeting.

On 10-1-74 it was decided by the Organisers 'to have
a Public Meeting to distribute awards to those who had
participated in the Cultural Programme. This meeting
was to have been held at the Municipal Open Air Theatre
but according to witness Dr. Mahadeva it was held at the
Veerasingham Hall because there were rains and the
Theatre was soggy and not suitable.

At 10.30 am. on 10-1-74 Asst. Supdt. of Police
Mr. Chandrasekara attached to the Jaffna S.P’s. division
had telephoned the Joint Secretary Mr. V. S. Thurairaja
and reminded' him that the permission to hold the
.Conference' expired on the 9th and advised him to obtain
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approval for the 10th Meeting. Mr. Thurairajah had
requested Dr. Mahadeva to attend to this matter as he was
not well. Dr. Mahadeva called on the Asst. Supdt. of
Police at about 11.00 a.m. on 10-1-74. The Asst. Supdt.
of Police had asked for a List of Speakers. He was then
referred to Mr. J. A. D. Ariyansinghe the Superintendent of
Police, Jaffna. The Supdt. of Police had requested him to
make a written application giving the Programme and a
List of Speakers. This was sent to the Supdt. of Police
through witness Senthoor Selvan by Dr. Mahadeva. He
had taken him to the S.P.’s Bangalow at 2.00 p.m. The
Supdt. of Poiice had given a verbal consent to the
Meeting. b

The Permit No. 54 was removed from A.S.P. Chandra-
sekara’s Office, according to him, by a messenger from the
Organisers. Mr. V.S. Thurairajah denied that a written
permit was given at any stage of the Conference. It that
was the actual position it only shows the vast amount of
mutual confidence that the Police and the Organisers had
in each other. However, | cannot imagine permission
being given by the Police without the conditions being on
record. Since it was not conclusively shown that the
permit had, in fact, reached either Dr. Mahadeva or Mr.
Thurairajah | ruled that the copy of it cannot be tendered
evidence. Nevertheless witnesses Mr. Chandrasekara, Mr-
Ariyasinghe, Dr. Mahadeva and the Head Quarters Ins-
pector are agreed that the understanding was that the
Meeting would be held at the Veerasingham Hall and that
a person called Janarthanan would not be allowed to
speak. Of course, there was the ovearall understanding
that there would no Political Speeches.

It may be observed at this stage that Mr. Janarthanan
was a foreigner and was considered a ‘Security risk’ to
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Sri Lanka. | did not have the benefit of an elaboration of
this term although | asked the Police witnesses about it.
He was wanted by the Criminal Investigation Department
for questioning and according to Superintedent of police
Mr. Ariyasinghe, a Notice was served on him on the
evening of 10-1-74 at the venue of the meeting itself by
the Head Quarters Inspector Mr. Nanayakara requesting
him to present himself before A.S.P. C.I.D. Immigration &
Emmigration for questioning Dr. Mahadeva states that
Janarthanan was not a delegate to the Conference. He
was neither an observer nor an invitee. He was, of course,
present at the meeting on 10-1-74. That his presence
was a matter of grave concern to the police is very clear
in that it was a repeated request by the Officers to the
Organisers that he should not be allowed to address the
meeting ot 10-1-74. A.S.P. Chandrasekara went so far
as to stay that it was requested that he should not be
allowed to come near the platform.

The Meeting of 10-1-74 commenced duly at about
6.30 p.m. at the Veerasingham Hall. It was presided
over by the Secretary Mr. V.S. Thurairajah. Witness
Dr. Mahadeva was the first speaker. He had thanked
everybody and had thanked the Police Officers for their
excellent co-operation during the time to the conference.
At the very commencement of the meeting a section of the
crowd at the rear of the Hall had started disturbing the
proceedings by demanding that the meeting should be
held outside. The confusion was such that Prof.
Vithiananthan had expressed a regret to Dr. Mahadeva
that he had not presided and that there could have been
bettre control of the crowd if he had done so.
Dr. Mahadeva had tried to use “Mass psychology” to
control the disturbing elements whose clamouring had

2381—16
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become more insistent. Messages were received from
outside that the crowd were restive. Dr. Mahadeva said
that it was feared that the crowd outside would break in
and the meeting would be disrupted. The crowd had
started battering the Hall doors more frequently.
Mr. Thurairajah too states that at about 8-00 p.m., “Half
way through the proceedings we found it difficult to
proceed with the meeting as the crowd was demanding
that they should see and hear the delegates.”’

It was in this state of affairs, described as #Chaotic"
by witness lgspector Nanayakara who was present at .
that time outside the Hall, that the organizers decided to
shift the venue to the outer compound of the Hall. The
outer compound faces the entrance to the Hall. It is
separated by a railing fence from the road. It is a grass
reservation with a metal focus lamp post standing in the
grass portion. The portion between the railings and the
entrance could seat about hundred persons or with
difficulity hundred and fifty persons on the grass. " For the
duration of the Conference a decorated Pandol described
in Tamil as a ‘Sikaram’ was erected outside. This was
intended to decorate the entrance. It was also
illuminated by electric bulbs. This pandol further
restricted the space available for people to congregate
between the entrance of this building and the railing fence.

According to Mr. Thurairajah, who incidentally was the
“architect who designed the Veerasingham ‘Hall, the Hall
could accommodate a thousand persons and a further two
hundred and fifty could be seated. There was loud agita-
tion outside to have the meeting outside the Hall and the
«Qutside arrangements were made very hastily’’. The

_platform was a makeshift one with only two tables
Mr. Rajarajeswaran, Attorney-at-Law in his evidence states
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that Prof. Vithiyananthan had expressed a fear that there
would be a sabotage at this stage and as a precaution
microphone wires were brought overhead.

When the Organizers came out of the Hall having
abandoned the meeting inside the Hall, Inspector Nanya-
kara had met the President and asked him what he was
intending to do. Prof, Vithiananthan is stated to have
replied, “What can | do ?*’ Although Professor Vithianan-
than in his evidence has omitted to say this, it rather refl-
ects eloquently the helpless state in which the Organizers
found themselves at that time. Mr. Nanayakara further
states that ha apprised him of the conditions of the loud-
speaker permit and brought it to his notice that it was
illegal and a violation of the permit. He had posed this
problem to Mr. Thurairajah the Secretary, who was there
but the latter had not commented on it. Witness Thurai-
appah Sarveswaran, a sound operator of Rolex Electricals
states that he got orders at about 7.30 p.m. to institute the
{oudspeaker system outside from Dr. Vithiananthan and he
installed five(5) loud-speakers outside. There were loud-
speakers on either side and on the Pandol.

The situation that presents itself after the meeting
inside the Hall was abandoned by popular demand, was
the appearance of the very controversial person called
Janarthanan. He was seen inside the Hall at the closing
stage of the meeting by Dr. Mahadeva. He was very near
the platform. Then he was almost carried outside by othey
_ persons and was going with the organizers towards the
venue of New Meeting. At this stage, Mr. Nanayakara,
had served a Notice on Janarthanan as directed by the
Superintendent of Police. Some youths had hoisted
Janarthanan on the table. This was followed by thunder-
ous applause and the crowed started converging towards
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the new platform. Inspector Nanayakara states that at
this stage it appeared as if the organizers had lost control
of the meeting. Dr. Mahadeva saw Janarthanan for the
first time when Professor Vithiananthan had announced
that the meeting would take place outside the Hall. He
was near the stage with a crowd of admirers around him.
The resumed meeting outside started at 8.00 p.m. accor-
ding to Dr. Mahadeva. Dr. Mahadeva states thathe sudd-
enly saw Janarthanan at this stage, on the platform and a
groi.lp of about 20 admirers shouting slogans in his praise.

. Mahadeva, realised that this would invite the interven-
tlon of the pollce, therefore, he requested Janarthanan to
get down. Janarthanan's reply to ‘this request is signifi-
cant. He is stated to have said, “If you ask me to get
down your trouble will be more””. Dr. Mahadeva reminded *
Prof Vithiananthan of his undertaking given to police. Prof
Vithiananthan had asked Janarthanan to get down
but he did not get down. Mr. Thurairajah too made an
unsuccessful attempt to dislodge him. Mr. Amirthalingam
who was requested to use his influence to get him down
had replied evasively, “we will wait and see.” Dr. Maha-
eva states that he and Mr. Thurairajah decided to bring
the matter to the notice of the police and settle the matter-
with the A.S.P. Chandrasekara amicably to enable the
meeting to goon. Mr. Thurairajah, when he was recalled
in answer to Court said that he did not share Mr. Maha-
deva’s apprehension that Janarthanan would . speak.
Dr. Mahadeva states that his fears were accentuated
because Janarthanan was standing on the stage and
talknig in whispers to his supporters.

Advocate Rajarajeswaran states that Janarthanan was
there and he exchanged garlands with advocate Amirtha-
lingam when the platform was got ready. The crowd was
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applauding him. Advocate Amirthalingam did not mention
this matter in his evidence at the inquest. In fact, even
Dr. Vithiananthan did not mention anything about this
tense situation that was developing. It may be that
Dr. Vithiananthan and Mr. Thurairajah had thought that
they could effectively handle it. But the fear had rooted itself
firmly in Dr. Mahadeva’s mind so much that he decided to
avoid misunderstanding with the police. He left the
meeting and tried to telephone Mr. A.S.P. Chandrasekara.

He did so by jumping over the wall of the Veera-
singham Hall and using the telephone at the Regal
Theatre, adjoining the Hall. He did not contact the A.S.P.
He was told that he had gone to the Hall. Then he retur-
ned to the stage and found that Janarthanan was seated
close to it.. The meeting was proceeding and Professor
Naina ‘Mohomod was speaking on the platform. After
about 10 minutes from the commencment of the speach
police arrived at the spot. Their arrival was noticed by
the witnesses who were near the stage. Their attention
was attracted by the noise of the loud _hailer used by the
police. They were first seen between 50 and 75 yards of
the platform. The people who were seated were standing
up and the crowd was disturbed. No ‘member of the
public, who could depose to the matters immediately
preceding police invervention gave evidence at the inquest.
All the witnesses who gave evidence were at the crucial
moment more or less near the platform which was about
75 yards from the place where the police entered the venue
of the meeting. Most of them are agreed that they heard
the police loud-hailer. A.S.P. Chandrasekara was
at the head of the police party. Inspector Nanayakara was
also there. The party was led by Mr. Chandrasekara in
a jeep fitted with a loud hailer. He was accompanied in
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the jeep by Inspector Nanayakara. They were followed by

a heavy truck in which the members of the riot squad
went. A group of 40 constables were marching behind
the heavy truck. They were carrying batons.

Mr. A.S.P. Chandrasekara’s evidence on this aspect is
that Inspector Mr. Nanayakara informed him at about
8-30 p.m. that the crowd at the meeting was blocking the
road and that a person of security interest was on the plat-
form at the meeting. He therefore, wanted to go to the
venue and get the organizers to enstre that order was
maintained. He said that he could not go nearer as the
entire area was crowded. He went *o the Station and came
‘with a police party. He was already informed when he
went on the first occasion that a police constable was
pelted with stone. When he went the second time he
availed of the loud-hailer to clear the road. But strangely
he was greeted with stones and bottles. This hail caused
damage to property and persons. He had issued a warning
10 those engaged in stoning to stop doing so. He then
ordered the gas party to use tear gas. The crowd which
began to scramble away also turned hostile to .the police-
more stones and bottles were being thrown. He had

ordered more tear gas to be used. After the crowd had
dispersed he took count of his men and found that two ‘of
them were seriously injured. They were sent to the hOSpI-
tal. He thereafter, proceeded to take further steps to
prevent mob violence in the- town area. He said that a bus
was burnt that night and other government buildings were
affected. He was later informed that seven persons had
also died. ,

His version is supported by the evidence of Inspector
Nanayakara. Mr. Nanayakara the Head Quarters Inspector
at Jaffna states that he was in civil clothes at the meeting
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on 10-1-74 at Veerasingam Hall. When the announce-
ment was made that the meeting was to be held outside
he realised that the conditions regarding the holding of the
meeting were being violated. He had also thought there
would be a serious breach of the peace because Janar-
thanan had come to the platform. He promptly went and
reported the situation to Mr. A.S.P. Chandrasekara.
They had gone to the venue and found that meeting the
organizers was difficult in the -circumstances. They were
afraid of some hustility to the police. They had then gone
back to the police station and returned with reinforcement
to clear the road and stop the meeting. After the melee
_ he had seen two constebles lying injured on the road and
dispatched them to the hospital. He too had joined the
mobile patrol and was trying to prevent acts of violence in
the town. He was concerned about attacks on individual
policemen. .

Police constable T.K. Ossen of the Jaffna Police who
bore the number 11125 stated that he was one of - rhe 40
persons who marched behind the heavy truck. He like the
other marchers carried the baton. They were instructed
fo clear the road. He had heard the appeal from the loud
hailer requesting the people to clear the road. Soon after
bottles and stones fell on them. One stone struck him and
he had got dragged into the crowd. He said that he was
deprived of his tunic and slouch hat and robbed of his
Camy wrist watch. He had been in the General Hospital,
Colombo for 24 days. His torn and blood stained tunic
was produced at the inquiry.

Seargent Walter Perera of the Jaffna Traffic Police
stated that he had come on his mobile rounds on the Post
Office side of Veerasingam Hall and found that there was
obstruction on the road, by the people. He had turned
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back and reported the matter to his superiors at: the police
station. He had later come with the police party. He
deposed to the fact that the police jeep was attacked and
damaged.

Professor Vithiananthan, Mr. Thurairajah, ‘Dr. Magha-
deva, Mr. Amirthalingam, Mr. Navarathnam, Mr. Thillai-

nathan and Mr. Sakthivel have spoken to the happenings
outside the Hall after the police intervened. Tear gas
shells had dropped in front of the stage and all over the
place where the meeting was held. The crowdﬂhad reacted
in confusion. The people had stamped. Many had lost
their belongingsu;-some including ladies and children had
even lost their wearing apparel.

Mr. Adv. Rajarajeswaran gave his evidence .in detail-
He said that the police officers were among the crowd and

threatened and chased them in all directions. Their confu-
sion was so great and the inconvenience to the public was

of such magnitude that he had telephoned the President of .
Sri Lanka and requested himto look into the 'matter
immediately. He had also remained at the spot till very
early hours helping people out of their travail. Prof.
Vithiananthan said he was the victim of the lgas attack. A
tear gas fell on the platform and he fell unconscious.
Mr. Amirthalingam produced a teargas cannister which he
stated he had picked up near the platform Mr. V. N. Nava-
rathnam stated that he has sean the police attack and he
100 was blinded by teargas. He produced a piece of police
baton recovered at the spot. During the confusion that
ensued after the police intervention seven persons lost
their lives. They were found lying near the railing fence -
opposite the Veerasingam Hall.

They were picked up and taken to the Jaffna Hospital
where Admitting Officer Dr. S. Senthilkumar said that all
seven persons were dead on arrival.

¥
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The seven persons were :-

Veluppillai Kesavarajah
Vaithiyanathan Yoganathan
Sinnathamby Nanthakumar

~ Sinnathurai Ponnuthurai
Sithambary Arumugam
Rajadurai Sivanathan
Paramsothy Saravanapavan.

Dr. S. Subramanian, J.M.O. Jaffna held postmortem
on the bodies of the deceased persons. His reports were
produced in Court {marked P4 to P10. Hee was of the
-opinion that all seven persons were electrocuted to death.
‘He ruled out the possibility of their being gassed to death.
‘The doctor was questioned on the mntter to ,eliminate the
possibility of some or all of them dying as a result of exce-
ssive inhalation of teargas. External injuries on the body
showed a combination of abrasive and electric burnt
marks on the skin.

Noasrwn

Evidence in regard to the location of the body of the
dead persons+at the place where they died is scanty.
Mr. Thurairajah states that he saw® some persons lying
fallen. Witness Kailavasan the Veerakesari photographer
‘who produced photographs taken at the spot at the time
marked P13 to P15, said persons lay fallen near the railings
and he took photographs of the persons who were there
lying down. The evidence of witness Thillainathan shows
that one of the deceased Sinnathamby Nanthakumar was
lying near the railings. He also states that other persons
were lying near him. He had seen the railings fence
collapsed. He pulled the deceased away from the place
where he was lying with the aid of shawl. He took the
deceased by a passing car to the Hospital.
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The question which looms large and which is of &
vital nature is to decide whether the deceased persons
were the victims of a malevolent design. One has to
closely examine the evidence in regard to the source of
electric current which caused the death. On this aspect the
evidence unfortunately is nebulous. The chief difficulty
that presents itself is that no one could speak to the actual
state of affairs in regard to the electrical wires at the time
of the incident.

Mr. Thurairajah, Mr. Thillainathan, Mr. Kailavasan
who were at the spot where the bodies were lying nearthe
railings say that they did not see the wires lying around. .
Investigation into the Press Photogtaph purporting to show
a hanging wire drew a blank. The photographer produced
enlargements showing that what was shown was a ropé
and not a hanging wire, vide P13 and P13A. In fact witness
Arasaratnam retracted from the position that it was a wire*
when confronted with his photograph captioned as a hang-
ing wire in the paper ‘Thinapathi’ marked and produced
P16. :

Mr. Rajaratnam, Attorney-at-Law says that he saw a
masked police officer shoot and dislodge a microphone
wire which fell in front of him. This witness was at a
considerable distance away from the railing fence. He was
near the Western entrance gate of the Veerasingham Hall.
A few feet in front of him is somewhat distant from the
railing fence itself. Witness Thillainathan states that
there was the Municipal van near the railings at a later
stagé. There was a ladder and a person was on the ladder.
He did not go near the ladder as he was warned about
live wires. The Municipal Electrical Superintendent
Sivakadadchampillai said that at 11.30 p.m. on an informa-
tion received from Mr. Rajasooriar he rushed to the spot
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with linesman Velupillai and two other labourers. He had
seen persons removing lamp holders and the wires at the
stage. Witness Veluppillai linesman of the Municipality
went to the spot with the Electrical Superintendent in a
scavanging lorry. He had seen a metal pole on which

focus lamps were fixed leaning. He denied that any ladder
was used by them although the ladder was with them in

the lorry. Witness Mr. Rajasooriar who was the first
witness to speak on the electrocution at this inquest “stajed

that he went to the venue of the meeting looking for his
sons who had gone to attend the meeting. He had seen
the metal pole leaning against the railings. There was a-
stick propped between the pole and the railings. Having
found out that there was a leakage of current there he hadi
informed the Power House about it.

Mr. Sivakadachampillai the' Electrical Superintendent:
of the Municipality said that he inspected the premises and:
saw that the Trip-switch at Veerasingam Hall indicated:
that there was no leakage of current from the Hall electri-
cal system. If it was so, the Trip-switch would have
worked and stopped it. At the time he went to the - venue-
he found that the current on the railings were not cf a High
Voltage. The current could not have caused instant elect—
rocution. That was what he found at 11.30 p.m. that.
night.

Mr. J.M. York, Asst. Secretary to the Ministry of
Irrigation aud Power, gave evidence. He said that he
examined the site of the electrocution on 23-1-74 at the
request of the Honourable Minister Mr. Maithrapala:
genayaka-he said that he sould not ascertain how rhe:
electrocution occured. He surmised that the wires with
faulty insulation could have fallen and caused the electro-
cution. He had found out from the Municipality that
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although private generators were used no permit was
-obtained for theiruse. The evidence of Mr. Pathinathan
is that burnt ash fell on him. He saw it was burnt insula-
ted wire. He was at the time near the railing fence. A
police officer had. according to him, fired a good number
‘of shots into the air and a bomb like object was thrown
athim by a police officer. He was electrocuted and survi-
'ved a very harrowing ordeal. He had been in hospital for a
long time in a state of shock and pain. The doctor spoke
to his condition.

The question is whether live wires were dislodged by
police firing. Mr. Rajaratnam and Mr. Pathinathan speak
to such happening. Dr. Mahadeva too states that he
‘heard rifle shots. One cannot definitely say whether
bullets or tear gas shells were fired by mere sounds of
shots alone. The S P. Mr. Ariyasinghe states that he
«could vouch that not a single bullet was fired that evening.
1 accept his evidence unreservedly because he had checked
-on this matter specifically.

Whether the police officers who dislodged wires by
firing shots at them did so with the intention to cause
-danger by hanging live wires or whether they were acci-
dently snapped, is a matter to be considered. The police
-officers according to every witness, ‘were running all over
the venue of the meeting. Whether they acted with
suicidal recklessness by dislodging wires where they them-
:selves were moving about is a question that looms large.
1f causing death was their intention, | cannot imagine them
wanting to do it in the manner by endangering themselves
too. | hold that the wires, if any were dislodged, had
:snapped under accidental circumstances.

On the evidence led at this inquest, basing chiefly
©on the evidence of the doctor, | hold that the death occured
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as a result of accidental electrocution. The deceased
persons had died of cardio-respiratory failure resulting
from electrocution by a lethal voltage of current leakage at
a point or points near the metal focus lamp post and the
iron railing fence opposite the Veerasingham Hall. | now
proceed to consider the question whether the police who-
intervened to clear the road were directly or remotely
responsible for the electrocution of the persons who-
attended the meeting.

To review the conduct of the police on that occasion:
one has to study the evidence of the Superintendent of
Police Mr. Ariyasinghe, the Asst. Supdt® of police Mr.
Chandrasekara and the®H.Q. 1 Mr. Nanayakara. | have set
out the facts that preceded the Mesting which relate to:
the obtaining of the permission to hold a meeting granted
to the Secretary by the Supdt. Document P14 is the writtery
application made by Mr. Thurairajab to hold the Meeting,_
On the reverse of Pl4 is a minute made by Chandrasekara:-
A.S.P. stating that the Loud-speaker permit was issued
subject to the conditions that the Meeting would be held:
inside the Veerasingham Hall and that the Speakers men-
tioned in the application are the only persons who would’
speak and nobody is to make political speeches.

That the Police had to intervene and stop the violation
of any one or all the conditions laid down cannot be
disputed. The Organizers had thought that they were-
entitled to hold the mesting within the premises. The
police do not seem to have thought so. Whether the:
meeting proper could be inside or outside the Hall isa
position distinct from . using the public address system:
inside the Hall. There does not seem to have been an
argument on this matter. The Organizers in not availing:
themselves of a written permit did not seem to have:
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troubled very much on this matter. However, the police
were alert to this matter and H.Q |. Nanayakara had ques-
-tioned the President in regard to this when the meeting
‘was to be held outside, and he acted on the footing that
there was a violation of the Permit to use the loud-
:speaker. ;

The next aspect is the permitting of persons who
were not in the application to speak. This question seems
-to have been highlighted by the possible participation as a
-speaker of one person called Janarthanan. He did notin
fact speak at the meeting before it was finally disrupted,
but, that he was going to speak was an apprehension
.shared by the police and the oryjanising secretary Dr.
Mahadeva. | am led to believe that it was this imminent
possibility that caused police intervention. The President
Dr. Vithiananthan who was in charge of the proceedings
‘was perhaps confident that it would not ‘happen. But
whether the police shared that confidence is to be
answered in the negative. Janarthanan was seated on
‘the platform, garlanded and vociferously applauded by a
-crowd of supporters and admirers. The police took the
view that this was a prelude to his addressing the gathe-
ring.

The further question that arises is whether the police
‘were justified in using teargas on that occasion. The
police party was led by an A.S.P. He says that he went
‘there to contact the Organizers about the violation of the
permission given but his way was blocked by a crowd
which turned spontaneously hostile when asked to clear
-the road.

The blocking of the road by itself seems to have been
condoned by the police officers on duty at the meeting.
‘Witness Mr. Kathiravetpilai said he was stopped from
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using the road where the people were seated by the
officers on duty. But when the need arose to contact the
organizers with the view of possibly stopping the meeting
which was being held in a manner different from that
which was planned by even the organizers, a prudent
officer should be expected to anticipate hostile reaction.
It should not be forgotten that it was the crowd who
wanted this meeting to be held outside. The evidence of
A.S.P. Mr. Chandrasekara and Mr. Nanayakara show that
there was spontaneous hostility manifest at the very entry
of the police. This section of the crowd may not have
been reflecting the general feelings’ of the p&rsons present.
The Organizers have in*fact bestowed encomiums on the
police even at the meeting held inside the Hall that
evening. Mr. Mahadeva had personally conveyed _his
gratitude to Mr. Chandrasekara and the, S.P.on the 10th
morning.

The final question that | propose to discuss is whether
the chain of circumstances that led to the death of seven
persons were started by any other agency. On all the
evidence placed before me, | find that the meeting was
disrupted as early as 7-45 p.m. by a section of the crowd-a
crowd who could be vaguely identified as the persons who
wanted Janarthanan to be on the platform. The first thing
that meets the eye at the resumed meeting outside the
Hall is Janarthanan seated on the platform and garlanded.
He warned the Secretary Dr. Mahadeva saying, “If you ask
me to get down there would be more trouble.”

The foreign delegates were attending the conference
from 3-1-74 to 9-1-74. The crowds were quite familiar
with them. It was not a crying demand to see them that
day although the section which disrupted the meeting had
used it as a slogan. Since the main purpose of this meet-
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ing, namely the distribution of awards, was over, | would
have thought that the organizers would have stopped the
meeting at that stage. Mr. York says that two persons
have died the previous day in the procession. Itwas a
tragedy relatable to reckless enthusiasm within the tknow-
ledge of the organizers themselves.

In the light of the tragic outcome of the whole inci-
dent, it would be easy to appear wise after the event and
suggest that things could have been done in a different
way. It is not within the scope of an inquirer to do so.

Whether the Security Risk of Janarthanan was so
great as to necessitate police intervention is for proper
authorities to decide because | canrfot comment on matters
pertaining to national security. The justification for police
intervention is a matter for the person who knew the
degree of risk involved in the participation of Janarthanan
at a public meeting. If the police had acted with undue
haste or lack of consideration in the context of the security
risk involved, | trust the appropriate authorities would take
suitable action to avoid a repetition of such a course of
conduct. | cannot express an opinion on this matter
because | am handicapped without an elaboration of the
term “Security Risk” to be able to judge for myself
whether the risk was such asto warranta speedy and
drastic action.

| further direct that the director of public prosecution
be informed that there has been a contravention of Section
Il of the Electricity Act-Chapter 205 C.L.E. and recommend
that suitable action be taken against the owner of gene-
rator that was in use at the premises on 10-1-74.

Before parting with these proceedings | must place on
record my deep gratitude for the full measure of co-opera-
tion extended to me by M/S. S. Nadarajah, S. Thambi-
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thurai and R. Visvanathan, Attorneys-at-Law who attended
on every date of inquiry and suggested useful questions to
clarify many difficult points that arose. | must also thank
the special police team under the direction of S.P. Mr.
Ariyasinghe, A.S.P. Pertus Perera and |.P. Pathmanathan
who extended their full measure of co-operation and cond-
ucted a very thorough investigation into all possible aspects
that should be explored into in an inquiry that has aroused
a great deal of public interest.

(Sgd.) K. PALAKIDNAR
Magistrate, Jaffna.

2381—17
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