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1847

Dr Sameul Green, the first gentleman to
teach Western Medicine in Jaffna and who produced
one of the first batch of Medical Students in the
whole of Asia, on arriving in, Jaffna from Boston,
U.S.A., surveyed the whole health field and he
decided that for his work to be of any lasting
benefit to the people, he said in his own words;

¢ Stud the Province with Well Educated Physicians”

1988

We. the students, of Jaffna Medical Faculty,
will take these immortal words into our hearts and
serve here where the need is most necessary. We
pledge our unfailing and continuous support to the
growth of the Faculty and to help achieve this
Institute’s vast potentials,

It is from the bottom of our hearts that we
make a plea to each one of you to help solve the
present crisis and get the Faculty going and growing
again, by helping to fill in the most pressing vacancies.
Please help us to;

« Save the Jaffna Medical Faculty ”

Medical Students,
Faculty of Medicine,
University of Jaffna.
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THE PLEA

We, the students, Faculty of Medicine University
of Jaffna would like to bring to your kind notice
that the Jaffna Medical Faculty is facing its worst
crisis ie. possible closure of the Jaffna Medical
Faculty. The primary and most pressing problem is
a lack of staff in all the disciplines and especially
in certain clinical and para-clinical departments, The
details of the immediate necessary vacancies have
been given in this brochure.

We, as students realising the seriousness and
urgency of the problem have decided to work on
all options that are available to us. We have
launched a campaign;

“ Save the Jaffna Medical Faculty’

It is our fervent hope that the very much
needed doctors will come and fill up the vacancies
that are most pressing, Gradually we hope that as
a Teaching Hospital is built and a Cancer Unit is
built the necessary staff vacancies will be filled.
The potential of the Jaffna Medical Faculty is vast.
The Jaffna Medical Facuity, has the capacity to
provide 150 seats per year for an undergraduate
course in Medicine and Surgery. The Faculty chooses
its students from all over Sri Lanka especialy the
North-East-Central regions of the country. These
are the regions where there is a shortage of doctors,
to serve the millions of people residing here. The
Faculty in addition hasthe facilities for posigraduate
studies and meanmngful research related to this region.
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In addition many related courses in the health
sciences are being conducted. We hope that the
campaign will help keep the Facuity running and
growing, through which the many disciplines of the
health sciences can reach out and touch the people
and to lift the health standard of the community
now and on the long run. We hope that the Jaffna
Medical Faculty will become a super power in the
health world as regards to service to the health
needs of humanity. We as students realise our
obligations and responsibility towards the Jaffna
Medical Faculty, Our pledge is found in this

brochure.

We, the students, of the Jaffna Medical Faculty
would like to send this plea to you to help save the
Jaffna Medical Faculty. Please help us to solve the
present staff crisis to keep the Faculty continueing
and to latter achieve all of its potential on the long
run.

We have included a working paper on how
we hope to solve this problem. Once again we would
be most grateful if you could kindly help us in
anyway to fill these most pressing vacancies.

We would like to thank you for the concern
you have shown and the support extended towards
this campaign, and look froward to working with
you to make this campaign a success.

Medical Students,
Faculty of Medicine
University of  Jaffna.
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IMMEDIATE NECESSARY VACANCIES

Staff Position of the Faculty of Medicine,
University of Jaffna (Clinical Department)

Medicine No. of Vacancies
Professor 01
Registrar 02

Surgery
Senior Lecturer 02
Registrar 01

Obstetrics & Gynaecology
Senior Lecturer 02
Registrar 02

Paediatrics
Senior Lecturer 02
Registrar 01

Vacant posts of Consultants/SHO at the
General Hospital (Teaching) Jaffna

Consultants

Neurosurgeon 01
Orthopatic Surgeon 01
Thoracic Surgeon 01
Deratologist 01
VD Specialist 01
Physical Medicine 01
ENT Surgeon 01
Eye Surgeon 01

Senior House Officers

Medicine 02
Surgery 01
Obstetrics & Gynascology 02
Paediatrics 01

. ol
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Pre-Para Clinical Vacancies

—
.

o B

Professor of Anatomy
Professor of Pharmacology
Professor of Medicine

Endowment chair in Oncology

Endowment chair in Orthopaedic Surgery

Sepjor Lecturer in Pathology, Parasitology,
Physiology, Psychiatry Obstetrics & Gynaecology,
Pacdiatrics, Surgery, Biochemistry. -

Temperory Senior Lerturer / Tem. Lecturer in
Pathology/Parasitology/Microbiology / Physiology,
Psychiatry, Obstetrics & Gynaecology, Paediatrics,
Surgery, Medicine, Anatomy, Biochemistry.

Assistant Lecturer/Temp.  Asst, Lecturer in
Physiology, Parasitology, Microbiology. Anatomy
& Biochemistry.

Positions on contract also invited.
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THE JAFFNA MEDICAL FACULTY’S
STUDENTS PLEDGE

We, the students, Faculty of Medicine, University
of Jaffna, are most grateful and are obliged to the
Jaffna Medical Faculty for giving wus this golden
opportunity to read in Medicine and eventually to
enter the noble profession, to serve humanity in regard
to health. We all too well realise the severe competi-
tion in entering into this field. We will do -our best
to do justice to this honour.

The recent situation has given us more awareness
of the importance and absolute need @ of this
profession, Normally the health needs of this part
of the world is vast and there is so much to be
done. The need for well educated physicians is here
now, even as it was in 1847, when Dr. Samuel
Green said that for his work to be worthwhile it is
essential to “STUD THE PROVINCE WITH WELL
EDUCATED PHYSICIANS”., We as students will
take this into our hearts and serve where the need
is. We know thatt Modern Medical help has
not reached to barely all the areas. We have a long
way to go, We realise we are needed most here.

We are ever indebted to our most respected teachers
who have set an example and shown us the way
by their dedication and untiring hard work. Under
many frying conditions they have taken great pain
. to teach and train us all. They are very much like
our mothers and fathers, and we are deeply grateful.
We realise that our University is quite different from
other univesities. The most valuable factor being that

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



10

the University is like a large family where the staff
knows every student and personally take great care
about his progress and welfare. We can approach
any of the staff at any time and get a sympathetic
ear which is most valuable for us students. We do
not feel lost and we feel useful. There is so many
other good factors, too numerous to write. A student
entering the University of Jaffna and in our regard
the Faculty of Medicine is most fortunate.

We, the students realise that the least obligation
is to serve in this community where we are needed
most. To alleviate pain and suffering of the people,
to console and comfort in times of sorrow. To help
always in the promotion of health in our community.
We pledge continueing support and will take active
part to see that our beloved Jaffna Medical Faculty
continues to grow and continues to provide the
priviledges we have had, to all the future generations
of students that will be enfering through the portals
of this most esteemed institution.

The Students of the
Jaffna Medical Faculty
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THE RICH HISTORY OF MEDICINE IN
JAFFNA

The influence of Western Medicine had its impact
in Jaffna in the early part of the Nineteenth Centuary
when 5 members of the American Mission Society
arrived here in September 1816.

Dr. Jobn Scudder on June 18, established his dispen-
sary at Pandatherippu, He worked long hours attending
on patients with diverse diseases and taught medicine
to a hand full of local men. He performed many
heroic and successful operations eg. successful plastic
reconstruction of multilated ears, amputation *above
the knee, excision of large tumors, eyes cataract
operations, These are stupendous fets in those days
when there were nc facilities for anaesthesia, blood
transfusion and sterility as obtains today. He and his
wife had many trials, losing 3 children in 18 months,
Neither work nor calamity overwhelmed them. In 1832
he created a dispensary building that still stands. Dr.
Scudder left Jaffna for Madras and later shifted to
Vellore, Many of the Scudder Family lived and died
in India. Dr. Ida Scudder, founder and principal
Emeritus of the Vellore Christian Medical College was
a grand daughter of Dr. John Scudder.

Dr. Samuel Green. sailed from Boston in 1847 to
Jaffna via Madras and crossed the Palk Strait and
arrived here on October 6th. Dr. Green surveyed the
field and found that ignorance and superstition was rife.
Common diseases prevailed in Jaffna according to his
readings - frequent episodes of cholera and smallpox,
fever & lung infection, scabies, fever & ague with enlarged
spleen - now known as malaria, cancer of the mouth
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the healthy died of diabetes, the effect of vegetari-
anism and indolence combined., He decided that for

his work to be of any lasting benefit to the people,
he should in his own words:

“Stud the province with well educated physicians®

In February 1848 he set up a dispensary at
Manipay and organised the Mission Medical school
with 7 students selected from Batticotta Seminary
now known as Jaffna College giving instruction in
Western Medical Science in English. The Medical
curiculum being based on the lines followed by the
Medical Faculties of the American Universities. The
students attended the Mission dispensary regularly and
twice weekly clinic at the Friend-in-Need Society
Hospital at Jaffna established by Mr. Auckland Byte
the Government Agent N. P. with the assistance of Mr,
Green and in collaboration with the Friend in need
socicty of Jaffna. The hospital has grown into what
it is now the G ENERALHOSPITAL, JAFFNA. The
first batch graduated in 1850 with a competent ability.
They were one of the first medical Gradwates in the
whole of Asia.

To make Medical Education available to a wider
group, Dr. Green initiated medical teaching in the
vernaculer which was a revolutionary idea - at least
100 years ahead of his time. He translated the standard
texts and journals into Tamil.

From 1850—1907, the Medical staff of the friend-
in-need society hospital was drawn almost totally from
the graduates of Dr. Green’s Medical School. Few of
his outstanding students were Gould, Town, Evarts,
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Danforth. Mills and Paul. They eventually manned
and powered the Government Medical Services of the
country. However the establishment of the Colombo
Medical School in 1870 resulted in the closure of Dr.
Green’s Medical School in 1875. Dr. Samuel Green
was a surgical giant of his days and was the first
visiting surgeon of the Friend-in-need Socicty Hospital
He saw about 2500+-cases in 13 months, many of them
surgical. Since Dr. Green practised abdominal ‘sugery
it is likely that he brought with him the news about
anaesthesia first demonstrated at Massachussets. General
hospital on October 16th, 1846 by Morton.

Scott and Nursing Education

Dr. & Mrs. Scott arrived at Manipay in 1893. Dr.
Scott had qualification in Arts, Theology & Medicine.
His wife was his biggest asset, The first lady doctor
to serve in Jaffna, Mrs. Scott started a nursing school
another picneering effort at Manipay.The present school
of Nursing in Jaffna was established only in 1960 almost
70 years later.

Around 1931, the Jaffna Civil Hospital had a bed
staff of 200. 3 qualified surgeons and 4 doctors in
the Medical staff worked here. The surgeons did
casualty operations even at night under petromax and
torch light.

Dr. W Jameson during the 1930’s dominated the
medical scene from Manipay. He was builder of the
Modern Manipay Green Memorial Hospital. He
was an able surgeon - he performed over 500 opera-
tions annually, efficient administrator & fluent in Tamil.
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He raised the professional standard of his assistants
by ‘sending the doctors for postgraduate training to
such centres as London, Edinburgh, Berlin and Vienna,
He equipped the hospital with X ray plants, ECG
recorder and BMR apparatus and Choul apparatus for.
the treatment of cancer. He attended patients not only
from Jaffna but also from all over Ceylon.

Jaffoa Medicine 1950 — 1978

With the addition of specialists the Civil Hospital,
Jaffna became a General Hospital. In the 1960's Jaffna
General Hospital was a recognised centre for post-
graduate training of doctors for the final examination
. of the Royal Colleges of England. Many surgeons and
physicians followed in the trail of Dr. Samuel Green
with the gradual development of Surgery & Gynaecology
in the province.

Psychiatry was given a boost by the pioneer psychi-
atrist the late Dr. T. Arulampalam who worked to
popularise psychiatry & dispel false beliefs and mis.
conceptions. In his first year he treated 9000 patients.
He gave several talks to the public. About 40 falks
in 44 years. He established a society called *Friends
of the Psychiatric Unit”* KKS to encourage
the welfare of the mentally ill patients. Dr. N. T.
Sampanthan FRCS gave a boost to cooperative
hospitals in Jaffna.

Jaffna General Hospital today

The increased health needs and demands brought
about in the Jaffna General Hospital extensions
and constructions of new buildings.
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It has now become a common occurrance for
many to be told that treatment cannot be given
or operations carried out due to shortages of various
sorts. To make matters worse there has beena scale of
migration of doctors to other countries., from 1968
and more recently of nurses and para medicals leaving
grave deficiencies. It would be correct to say that
Despite vast advances in mediclne in the past 20
years, it would be correct to say that quality of
patient care has not improved appreciably.

Medical school Jaffna University 1978

With the intention of increasing the out put of
doctors to meet the needs and demands of the country
the Jaffna Medical Faculty was constructed in Jaffna,
Jaffoa has thus omce again become a centre for
Medical Education. As a consequence of the
establishment of tne Jaffna Medical School, Jaffna
Hospital became clevatld to statusof a Teachihg
hospital.

Ref. from J.M.A. Presidential address 1980/81-
C:Wijayarajah MBBS (Cey ), DPM (Liverpool) MFCM.
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A PLEA TO THE COMMUNITY

We as possible potential doctors will not and
cannot become politically involved, as one of the
basic tenets of medical practice is the alieviation of
pain and suffering in our fellow humans regardless
of caste, cieed or religion.

We feel that during any political situation or
change, optimally all innocent Civilians should be
protected but especially a few sectors of the society
should be given maximum protection by all concerned
bodies.

The first group is children. It must be made
very clear that adults can go through any politlcal
change and be minimally affected later.  But
children can be scarred  both physically  and
psychologically. The children are the real innocents,
and the future of any society. Adverse effect on them
adversly affects any political change or situation on
tbe long run. Why we are writing this is because
we have seen children suffering. Even the most
experienced and most hardened doctor cau stand any
sight, but it is most difficult and it breaks all onr
hearts to see a child in pain and suifering, Children
are the delight of all society and children are our
hopes, let us all be only too awarc of this and we
plea, we fall to our knees and beg all members of
society to give full protection. Schools, the most
vital part of children must also be untouched. The
schools are the childrens most vital aid. We beg
you, let the children live and let the childrer save
this community. A hope worth living for.
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We would also like to make a very strong
plea that the sick, all the disciplines of health workers
and health institutions be given maximum: protection
during any political change by all members of society.
Caring for the weak, alleviation of pain and suffering
in our fellow human beings is one of the WBasic of
all society, It is the duty of each member of
society to protect these people and the health personnel
who help these poor people. We wish to work
through the mass media and puplic contacts that all
sick people health personnel and medical institutions
not to be affected by any political sitnation. We
would be most grateful if all and other social bodies
take up this very important issue and make everyone
aware of the importance and long term benefits of
maintaining this.

We would like to make it very clear that we
are not opposed to amy political change. As possible
potential doctors we fecl we have a very important
duty apart from promotion of health ie. protection
of vital sectors of our community. National and
international medical associations must act together to
put governments on notice that the international
medical community takes its ethical obligations to
those entrusted to its care seriously and that it expects
governments to do “so as well. *

We would like to conclude this community
plea by civing below the solemn pledge taken at
the time of being admitted as a member of the
medical profession 3
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DECLARATION OF GENEVA

Adopted by the general assembly, of the world
medical association at Geneva, Switzerland, Sept., 1948,

I Solemnly Pledge myself to consecrale my life to
the service of humanity ;

I WILL GIVE to my teachers the respect and the
gratitude which is there due;

I WILL PRACTICE MY PROFESSION with
conscience and dignity ;

THE HEALTH OF MY PATIENT will be my
first consideration

I WILL RESPECT the secrets which are confided
in me;

1 WILL MAINTAIN by all the means in my power,
the honour and the noble traditions of the
medical profession.

MY COLLEAGUES will be my brothers (& sisters)*

I WILL NOT PERMIT consideration of religion,
Nationality, race, party politics or social
standing to intervene between my duty and my
patient ;

I WILL MAINTAIN the utmost respect for human
lifs from the time of conception ; even under threat,

I WILL NOT USE my medical knowledge contrary
to the laws of humanity.

I MAKE THESE PROMISES solemnly, freely and
upon my honour.

THE JAFFNA MEDICAL FACULTY STUDENTS

Reference :  * Eric Stover, EBlena O Nightingale,

The Medical Profession and the prevention of torture,

New England Journal of Medicine, 04, Oct. 1985.
* added
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THE STATISTICS

Population of Sri Lanka (1981 census) : 14,846,750
Population of Jaffna (1981 census) : 830,552
In Sri Lanka; Under 15: 35,226,598

15-19 : 1,603,187

20-24 1 1,526,464
Sri Lanka total area :  65,609.8 square km (2)
Jaffna total area ¢ 1,025.3 square km (2)
Number of people per square km : Sri Lanka: 241
Jaffna : 426

Ref: Statistical abstract of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka, 1985

Thank you

We would like to thank you for your kind
concern and look very much forward to receiving your
much needed help. If you do accept to fill a vacancy
you will be assured that you will be most welcome
and we will do every thing in our power to make
your assimilation into the University and Community
as comfortable as possible. We look forward to
having you at our Faculty and please let us know
of anything we could do for you here. Please also
kindly be a working member of this campaign by
contacting doctors you may know personaly and tell
them the need.

Thank you once again for your kind concern
and we all look forward to hearing from you soon,.

Medical students
Faculty of medicine
University of Jaffna.
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We would like to extend our deepest gratitude
to all the people; our Dean, Student Counsellor,
Doctors, Senior lecturers, lecturers, all other personnal
working at the Jaffna medical Faculty, University,
laffna Teaching Hospital, editiors & reporters of the
various newspapers, principals of schools, students
of schools prominent citizens of our community, all
individuls, all University students and the students
of the Jaffna Medical Faculty for your encouragement,
enthusiasm, unitiring work and patience. Most of all
we would like to show our deepest gratitude to the
patients of the Jaffna (Teaching) Tellipallai, all other
hospitals, and the families in the community project
areas for your kind tolerance and patirce and helping
the students to gain knowledge and valuable experience,
We all will always be grateful and obliged. Without
most valuable encouragement and advice this campaing
would not have lifted off. It is our fervent hope
that this campaign will be successful and will leave its
results for generations of medical students to come
and for the good of the general community. A hope
worth striving and living for. We thank each one of
you for helping to “SAVE THE JAFFNA MEDICAL
FACULTY”.

Shalini Sriranganathan Gobi Nallanathan
First Secretary Secretary-General

«Save the Jaffna Medical Faculty”
Medical Student Committees
Faculty of Medicine,

University of Jaffna
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“SAVE THE JAFFNA MEDICAL FACULTY ”»

(Campaign Committee)

Secretary-General : Gobi Nallanathan

First Secretary : Shalini Sriranganathan

Co-ordinating Committee :

1. Gobi Nallanathan (Secretary-General)

2. Shalini Sriranganathan (First-Secretary)

3. Vickneswaran K. (MSU President 1985/86)
4. Senthil K. K. (MSU Secretary 1985/86)
5. Janagan N. (MSU President 1986/87)
6. Varathan S. (MSU Secretary 1986/87)
7. Mathyalagan (MSU President 1987/88)
8. Jeyaradhan (MSU Secretary 1987/88)
9. Subakeesan P. (MSU Member 1987/88)

The Committees :

Committee A, Incharge; Kesavan R.
Committee B, Incharge; Umapathy K.
Committee C, Incharge; Vasuki V.
Committee D, Incharge; Gouthami A.
Committee E, Incharge; Shalini S,

I

* In general all the students of the Jaffna Medical
Faculty have taken part and have devoted much
of their time and energy towards making this
campaign a success.
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